Discussion boards 

Discussion boards have been around for a long time. Boards are available in stand alone format and in virtual learning environments like Blackboard. You may hear them called message boards or forums.

Using discussion boards with learners: 
· Supports asynchronous conversations so can be particularly useful for distance learners.
· Often discussion boards are used as a proxy for seminars.
· Learners can spend a little time considering their responses before posting.
· Allows for in depth conversations to happen.
· Supports the growth of a community of practice
· Good to share guidelines for use in advance of use 
· Moderators can be useful to monitor contributions
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RE: social media Status: Published
Nikesh Patel

1 agree with Sarah that we need to help students to be able to access the appropriate resources- this needs a combination of signposting to appropriate resources
‘and teaching students skills to critically appraise resources.

Social media does provide lots of accessible high quality learning material- | refer students to the Life i the fast lane blog regularly when they want to revise their
ECGs.

Twitter can be a good resource for emerging lterature and is good for post-graduates looking for CPD in bite-sized pieces and again may be more accessible than
trawling the BM).

1 can see how using social media to facilitate just in time teaching might make it feel more personal although from a practical perspective f'm not sure how
‘advantageous it would be compared to say embedding your pre-class assessment into a learning management system?
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Indeed! We have clear guidelines for our students using social media and the GMC have guidelines for ‘Drs use of Social Media' - yet we still have regular instances of





