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1 .  C on ten t s                   3  

1 . 1  Li s t  o f  F i gu r es       6  

2 .  A b s t r ac t         7  

3 .  In t r o d u c t i on        1 3  

3 . 1  E g yp t i an  R e l i g io n       1 3  

3 . 2  S cho l a r s h i p  on  S e t h      1 4  

  3 .2 .1  S e th :  N am e,  I co n o gr aph y an d  Ch a r ac t e r        15  

3 . 3  R esea r ch  P ro b lem/ Q u es t io ns     1 8        

4 .  S e th  i n  P r ed yn as t i c  E g yp t  4 40 0 -3 100  B .C . E .   2 1  

 4 . 1  In t r od u c t i on        2 1   

 4 . 2  Th e  Bad a r i an  cu l t u r e  i n  An c i en t  Eg yp t   2 1  

 4 . 3  Th e  A mr a t i an  (N aq ada  I )  cu l tu r e  i n  An c i en t   

         E g yp t         2 2   

 4 . 4  Th e  G e rz ean  ( Naq ad a  I I )  cu l t u r e  i n  A n c i en t   

         E g yp t         2 5  

 4 . 5  S umm ar y        2 9  

5 .  T he  Ea r l y D yn as t i c  P e r i od  and  t h e  O l d  Ki n gdom   

3 1 00  to  2 18 1  B .C .E .       3 2   

 5 . 1  In t r od u c t i on        3 2  

 5 . 2  Th e  U ni f i c a t i on  o f  E g yp t     3 2   

 5 . 3  Th e  F i r s t  D yn a s t y       3 3  

 5 . 4  Th e  S econ d  D yn as t y      3 5   

 5 . 5  Th e  O ld  K in gdo m       3 6  

 5 . 6  S e t h  and  t he  P yr ami d  T ex t s     4 0  

      5 . 6 . 1  Th e  n ega t iv e  t ex t s  ( 69  in  n um b er ,  9 .1 % )   4 2  

      5 . 6 . 2  Th e  p os i t i v e  t ex t s  (2 0  in  n um b er ,  2 .6 % )  4 3  

      5 . 6 . 3  Th e  n eu t r a l  t ex t s  ( 44  in  n um b er ,  5 .8 % )  4 3  

   5 .7  T h e  S ix t h  D yn as t y       4 4  

   5 .8  Sum m ar y        4 4  

6 .  T he  F i r s t  In t e r med i a t e  P e r i od  an d  M id d l e   

K i n gdom  2 18 1 -1 782  B .C . E .      4 6  

   6 .1  In t ro du c t io n        4 6  

   6 .2  T h e  S even t h  D yn as t y      4 6  

   6 .3  T h e  E i gh t h  an d  N in e t h  D yn as t i es    4 8  

   6 .4  T h e  Ten t h  Dyn as t y       4 8  

   6 .5  T h e  E l ev en th  D yn as t y      4 8  

   6 .6  T h e  Tw el f th  D yn as t y      4 9  

   6 .7  T h e  C o f f in  Tex t s       5 1  

       6 .7 .1  T h e  nega t i v e  t ex t s  ( 72  in  nu mb er ,  6 . 0% )  5 2                                

6 . 7 . 2  Th e  p os i t i v e  t ex t s  (2 7  i n  n umb er ,  2 . 0% )      5 3                                          

6 . 7 . 3  Th e  n eu t r a l  t ex t s  ( 32  i n  nu mb e r ,  3 .0 % )  5 3     

   6 .8  Sum m ar y        5 3        

7 .  S econ d  In t e r m ed i a t e  P e r io d  17 82 - 15 4 9  B .C . E .  5 5           

7 . 1  In t r od u c t i on        5 5        
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7 . 2  Th e  T h i r t e en th  an d  Fo ur t een t h  D yn as t i e s   5 5      

7 . 3  Th e  F i f t e en th  an d  S ix t een t h  D yn as t i e s   5 6     

7 . 4  Th e  S ev en t een th  D yn as t y     5 8     

7 . 5  Th e  H yk s o s  and  S e t h      5 9     

7 . 6  S umm ar y        6 2    

T h e  N ew Ki n gdo m ( p a r t  1 :  Th e  E i gh t een th   

      D yn as t y  1 5 49 -1 2 98  B.C . E . ) .     6 3        

8 . 1  In t r od u c t i on        6 3     

8 . 2  Th e  ea r l y yea r s       6 3     

8 . 3  Th e  G r ea t  H ym n  t o  Os i r i s      6 8     

8 . 4  Th e  A mar n a  h er e s y      6 9     

8 . 5  S umm ar y        7 3       

9 .  T he  N ew  Kin gd om  (p a r t  2 :  T h e  Ni ne t een th  an d  

T w en t i e t h  D yn as t i es  1 29 8 -1 06 9  B .C .E . ) .   7 7     

9 . 1  In t r od u c t i on        7 7     

9 . 2  R am ess es  I        7 7     

9 . 3  S e t i  I         7 8     

9 . 4  S e t i  I ’ s  t em pl e  a t  A b yd o s     7 9     

9 . 5  R am ess es  I I        8 2     

9 . 6  M er n ep t ah        8 7     

9 . 7  S e t i  I I         8 8     

9 . 8  D yn as t y T w en ty  –  S e t n ak h t e     8 8     

9 . 9  R am ess es  I I I        8 9   

9 . 10  T h e  l a t e r  R ames s i de s      9 1   

9 . 11  T omb  Wo r k er s ’  Vi l l age  a t  D e i r - e l - M ed in a  9 5   

9 . 12  T h e  C h es t e r  Bea t t y P ap yr u s     9 7    

9 . 13  S e th  i n  t h e  Boo k  o f  t h e  D ead     1 0 3  

    9 . 13 .1  T h e  nega t i v e  sp e l l s  ( 26  i n  num b er ,  1 .4 % )  1 0 4  

9 . 13 .2  T h e  pos i t i v e  sp e l l s  (1 3  i n  nu mber ,  0 .7 % )  1 0 6  

9 . 13 .3  T h e  neu t r a l  s p e l l s  ( 12  in  n um ber ,  0 .6 % )  1 0 6   

9 . 14  Sum m ar y        1 0 9   

1 0 .  Th e  T h i rd  In t e rm ed i a t e  P er io d  10 64 - 65 6  B .C .E .   

         1 1 0  

1 0 .1  In t ro du c t io n       1 1 0   

1 0 .2  T h e  Hi gh  P r i es t s       1 1 0  

1 0 .3  T h e  Tw en t y- f i r s t  D yn as t y     1 1 0   

1 0 .4  T h e  Tw en t y- s eco nd  D yn as t y     1 1 1   

1 0 .5  T h e  Tw en t y- t h i r d  an d  T w en t y- f o u r t h  D yn as t i es 11 3    

1 0 .6  T h e  Tw en t y- f i f t h  D yn as t y     1 1 3   

1 0 .7  T h e  S h ab ak a  S t on e      1 1 4   

1 0 .8  T h e  t h rea t  f rom  Ass yr i a     1 1 6   

1 0 .9  Sum m ar y        1 1 7   

1 1 .  Th e  La t e  P er iod  66 4- 33 2  B .C .E .    1 1 8   

1 1 .1  In t ro du c t io n       1 1 8   
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1 1 .2  T h e  S a i t e  R ev i v a l       1 1 8   

1 1 .3  T h e  P e rs i an  Ph a r aoh s      1 2 5   

1 1 .4  Sum m ar y        1 2 7   

1 2 .  Th e  G r aeco -R om an  P e r i od  3 32 - 30  B . C . E .   1 2 8   

1 2 .1  In t ro du c t io n       1 2 8   

1 2 .2  P ap yr u s  J umi lh ac       1 2 9   

1 2 .3  P ap yr u s  Be r l in       1 3 8   

1 2 .4  T h e  m yt h  o f  Ho r us  a t  E df u     1 3 9   

1 2 .5  T h e  Br em n er -R h i nd  P ap yr u s     1 4 3                        

1 2 .6  T h e  m yt h  i n  Gr eek  s ou r ces     1 4 3   

1 2 .7  S e th  i n  l a t e r  t i mes      1 4 8   

1 2 .8  Co n c lu d i n g  rem ark s      1 4 9   

1 3 .  S e t h  and  Fo r e i gn  Go ds      1 5 0   

1 3 .1  In t ro du c t io n       1 5 0   

1 3 .2  A sh         1 5 3   

1 3 .3  Baa l         1 5 3   

1 3 .4  T es hu b        1 5 4   

1 3 .5  A n a t         1 5 5   

1 3 .6  A s t a r t e        1 5 5   

1 3 .7  T yp h o n        1 5 5   

1 3 .8  Sum m ar y        1 5 6   

1 4 .  C on c l ud in g  R em ark s      1 5 7   

1 5 .  Ap p en d ix  1 :  The  P yr am i d  T ex t s    1 6 3   

1 5 .1  T h e  nega t i v e  t ex t s  ( 69  i n  nu mb er ,  9 .1 % )   1 6 3   

1 5 .2  T h e  pos i t i v e  t ex t s  ( 20  i n  nu mb er ,  2 .6 % )   1 7 8   

1 5 .3  T h e  neu t r a l  t ex t s  (4 4  i n  nu mb er ,  5 . 8% )   1 8 3   

1 6 .  Ap p en d ix  2 :  The  Co f f i n  Tex t s     1 9 3   

1 6 .1  T h e  nega t i v e  t ex t s  ( 72  i n  nu mb er ,  6 .0 % )   1 9 3   

1 6 .2  T h e  pos i t i v e  t ex t s  ( 27  i n  nu mb er ,  2 .0 % )   2 1 2   

1 6 .3  T h e  neu t r a l  t ex t s  (3 2  i n  nu mb er ,  3 . 0% )   2 1 9   

1 7 .  Ap p en d ix  3 :  The  Bo ok  o f  t h e  D ead    2 2 7   

1 7 .1  T h e  nega t i v e  sp e l l s  (2 6  i n  n umb er ,  1 . 4% )  2 2 7   

1 7 .2  T h e  pos i t i v e  sp e l l s  (1 3  i n  n umb er ,  0 . 7% )   2 3 4   

1 7 .3  T h e  neu t r a l  s pe l l s  ( 12  in  num b er ,  0 .6 % )    2 3 7   

1 8 .  R e f e ren ces        2 4 0  

 

 

7 8 ,9 56  w o rds  
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1 . 1  Li s t  o f  F i gu r es  

F i gu r e    T i t l e           P age  

1 .          M ap  o f  An c ien t  E g yp t              11        

2 .          T im el in e  cove r ed  w i th in  th e  t h es i s                12  

3 .          Bow l  f ro m t om b H 29  a t  e l - M ah as n                       2 6  

4 .          H a i r -com b f ro m e l - M ah as n a                         27  

5 .          Th e  S co rp io n  m aceh ead                                      30  

6 .          D e t a i l  o f  S e th - an im al  f rom  m aceh ead                31  

7 .          Ex te r i o r  o f  Un as  p yr am i d                  39  

8 .          P yr am id  t ex t s  i n s i de  Un as  p yr am i d                41  

9 .          Bod y co f f in  o f  K hn um -N akh t            54  

1 0 .  Li n t e l  f ro m t emp le  o f  T hu tmo s i s  I  a t  Nu b t            6 5  

1 1 .  J amb  f r om  t emp l e  o f  T hu tmo s i s  I I I  a t  N ub t        65  

1 2 .  St e l a  o f  An ho t ep             74  

1 3 .  G eb el  Ad da  –  k in g  b e tw een  Ho r us  an d  S e t h        75  

1 4 .  S k e t ch  o f  f i gu r e  1 3            76  

1 5 .  Li n t e l  o f  S e t i  I  f r o m  He l io po l i s          84  

1 6 .  O f f e r i n g  t ab l e  o f  Se t i  I           85  

1 7 .  St a tu e  g r o up  o f  R am ess es  I I I          94  

1 8 .  St e l a  o f  Aap eh t y             96  

1 9 .  Bo o k  o f  D ead  o f  An i  –  sp e l l  18          10 5  

2 0 .  S et h  d e fea t in g  A pop h i s           10 7  

2 1 .  St e l a  o f  T aq ayn a             10 8  

2 2 .  St a tu e  o f  S e th             12 4  

2 3 .  P ap yr u s  J um i l hac            13 1  

2 4 .  E d fu  –  k in g  sp ea r in g  h i pp op o t am us         14 1  

2 5 .  E d fu  –  Ho ru s  up on  b a ck  o f  h ip po po t am us        14 2  

2 6 .  M ap o f  E g yp t  an d  n e i ghb ou r i n g  s t a t es                15 2
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2.  Abstract 

The University of Manchester 

Philip John Turner 

Doctor of Philosophy 

Seth – a misrepresented god in the Ancient Egyptian Pantheon? 

The conventional position of Seth in Ancient Egypt is as the villain amongst the 

gods.  That is to say he is documented as the murderer of his brother, Osiris, and 

the enemy of Horus.  However he does have a number of aspects and was 

venerated in certain guises and places, particularly the Delta.  It is likely that the 

Osirian mythology represented the struggle between Upper and Lower Egypt at 

the time of the unification of Egypt in Predynastic and early Dynastic times.  

This is illustrated by the finding of a carved artefact from the Predynastic 

Amratian (Naqada I) period (4000-3500 B.C.E.) and the fact that Peribsen and 

Khasekhemwy had serekhs surmounted by a Seth animal.    This confusion 

continues during the Old Kingdom where although Seth is mainly portrayed as 

the villain in the majority of the Pyramid Texts, at times he appears to be a friend 

of Osiris e.g.: in texts from Teti there is a statement that Seth is the arch-enemy 

of Osiris, as he was of Horus, and the defeat of Seth and his followers by Horus 

is described with great satisfaction; but, conversely in texts from Pepi: Seth and 

Thoth are called the brothers of Osiris who weep for him and in another place 

Seth is called upon to give life to Osiris.  This surely illustrates the struggles that 

were continuing between Upper and Lower Egypt and when Upper Egypt was 

supplying the pharaohs, then Horus was triumphant and Seth portrayed in his 

villainous role, but when Lower Egypt held sway then Seth has a more 

prominent role.                                                                                                    

This thesis will examine Seth’s fluctuating role in these various periods of 

Ancient Egypt and seek to show that his rises and falls actually reflected the 

turbulent times that were a constant factor of life during these times and that, 

certainly in the Delta, and possibly in other parts of the country, his worship was 

always on-going.  This will be achieved by: 

 Examining the ‘traditional’positioning of Seth within the Osirian story. 

 Examining the worship of Seth in the Predynastic and early Dynastic 

time periods. 

 Examining the rise of Seth to prominence during the Hyksos Period. 

 Examining the position of Seth within the Ramesside era. 

 Examining the vilification he experienced during the Saite Period. 

 Examining the position of Seth during the Graeco-Roman Period. 
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D ec la rat ion  

N o  p o r t i on  o f  t h e  w o r k  r e fe r r ed  t o  i n  t h e  th e s i s  ha s  b een  

s ub mi t t ed  in  s up por t  o f  an  app l i c a t i on  f o r  ano t h e r  degr ee  o r  

q u a l i f i c a t io n  o f  t h i s  o r  an y o th e r  u n ive r s i t y  o r  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t e  o f  

l e a rn in g .  

  



9 
 

C op y ri ght  S ta t emen t  

T h e  au t ho r  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  ( i n c lu d i n g  an y  ap p en d i ces  an d /o r  

s ch ed u l es  t o  t h i s  t he s i s )  o wns  ce r t a i n  co p yr i gh t  o r  r e l a t ed  r i gh t s  

i n  i t  ( t h e  “C op yr i g h t ” )  an d  h e  h as  g i ven  t h e  Un iv e rs i t y  o f  

M an ch es t e r  c e r t a i n  r i gh t s  t o  us e  su ch  C op yr i gh t ,  i n c l ud i ng  f o r  

ad min i s t r a t i v e  p u r po s es .  

 

C op ie s  o f  t h i s  t h es i s ,  e i t h e r  i n  fu l l  o r  i n  ex t r ac t s  and  wh e th e r  i n  

h a r d  o r  e l e c t r on i c  co p y,  m a y b e  m ad e  o n ly  i n  a cco r dan ce  w i th  

t h e  C op yr i gh t ,  D es i gn s  and  P a t en t s  Ac t  1 98 8  ( as  am en d ed )  an d  

r egu l a t i on s  i s su ed  u n de r  i t  o r ,  wh e r e  ap p ro p r i a t e ,  i n  a cco r d an ce  

w i t h  l i c en s in g  ag r eem en t s  wh i ch  t h e  Un iv e rs i t y  h a s  f ro m t im e  to  

t im e .   Th i s  p age  mu s t  fo rm  p a r t  o f  any  s u ch  co p i es  m ade .  

 

T h e  o wn e rs h i p  o f  ce r t a i n  C op yr i gh t ,  pa t en t s ,  d es i gn s ,  t r ad e  

m ark s  and  o th e r  i n t e l l e c tu a l  p r op e r t y ( t h e  “ In t e l l e c t u a l  

P ro p e r t y” )  an d  an y  r ep r od uc t io ns  o f  cop yr i gh t  wo rk s  in  t he  

t h es i s ,  fo r  ex am pl e  g r ap hs  an d  t ab l es  ( “R ep r od u c t i on s” ) ,  w h i ch  

m a y b e  de s c r ib ed  in  t h i s  t h es i s ,  m a y n o t  b e  ow n ed  b y t h e  au t ho r  

an d  m ay b e  o wn ed  b y t h i r d  p a r t i e s .   Su ch  In t e l l e c tu a l  P ro p e r t y 

an d  Rep ro du c t io ns  can no t  an d  mu s t  no t  b e  m ad e  av a i l ab l e  f o r  

u s e  wi th ou t  t h e  p r io r  wr i t t en  pe r mis s io n  o f  t h e  o wn e r ( s )  o f  t he  

r e l ev an t  In t e l l ec tu a l  P ro p er t y an d /o r  Rep r od u c t i on s .  

 

Fu r th e r  i n f o r m at i on  on  th e  co nd i t i o ns  u nd e r  wh i ch  d i s c lo su r e ,  

p u b l i c a t i on  an d  com mer c i a l i s a t io n  o f  t h i s  t h es i s ,  t he  C opyr i gh t  

an d  an y In t e l l e c tu a l  P ro p er t y an d /o r  Rep r od u c t i on s  d es c r ib ed  in  

i t  m a y t ak e  p l ace  i s  av a i l ab l e  i n  t he  Un iv e rs i t y  IP  P o l i cy ( s ee  

h t t p : / / w w w. cam pu s . m an ches t e r . a c .u k /m ed i a l i b r a r y/ p o l i c i e s / i n t e l l

e c t ua l -p ro p e r t y. p d f ) ,  i n  an y r e l ev an t  Th es i s  r es t r i c t i o n  

d ec l a r a t io ns  d epos i t ed  i n  t h e  U n i v er s i t y  Li b r a r y,  T h e  Univ e r s i t y  

Li b r a r y’ s  r egu l a t ion s  ( s ee  

h t t p : / / w w w.m an ch es t e r . a c . uk / l i b r a r y/ ab o u tu s / r egu l a t i on s )  and  i n  

T h e  U ni ve r s i t y’ s  po l i cy o n  p r es en t a t io n  o f  Th es es .    

  

http://www.campus.manchester.ac.uk/medialibrary/policies/intellectual-property.pdf
http://www.campus.manchester.ac.uk/medialibrary/policies/intellectual-property.pdf
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/library/aboutus/regulations
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M an ch es t e r  an d  P ro f e s s o r  Dav i d  Lan g s lo w ,  C l a s s i c s  and  A n c i en t  

H i s to r y,  S ch oo l  o f  A r t s ,  H i s to r i e s  and  Cu l tu r es ,  Facu l t y o f  

H u mani t i e s ,  Un iv e rs i t y  o f  M an ch es t e r  f o r  t h e i r  co ns t an t  

en cou r agem en t  an d  c r i t i c a l  an a l ys i s  bo th  d u r in g  th e  f o rmu l a t i on  

o f  t he  t h es i s  and  wh i l s t  i t s  wr i t t en  d r a f t s  w er e  b e in g  p r epa r ed .  

T h an ks  a re  a l so  d ue  to  m y s i s t e r ,  Mr s  Be r yl  Lan g  f o r  h e r  h e lp  

w i t h  m y t r an s l a t i on  o f  r e l ev an t  F r en ch  d ocum ent s  an d  t o  m y 

go o d  f r i end s ,  M rs  P au l i ne  Sm i th  an d  M r  S t u ar t  C un n i n gh am fo r  

t h e  sam e se r v i ce  wi t h  r es p ec t  t o  G r eek  and  G er m an  d ocum ent s .  

D r s  Sa l im a  Ik r am  an d  M ar cus  M ul l e r  k i nd l y an s w er ed  m y q u e r i es  

r ega r d in g  S e t h  in  t h e  t wo  p r o j ec t s  t h a t  t he y a r e  i n vo lv ed  w i t h ,  

n am el y:  t h e  D ak h l eh  O as i s  P r o j ec t  and  th e  T o t en bu ch  P r o j ec t  

an d  f o r  t h a t  I  am  g r a t e fu l .  

T o  m y w i f e  wh om  I  am su r e  d i d  no t  a s s um e  o n  m y r e t i r em en t  

f r om  Cl in i ca l  M i cro b i o l o g y  t h a t  I  w ou ld  b eg in  a  s eco nd  P hD ,  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  us ua l  l a t e  n i gh t s  and  th e  co v er in g  o f  t h e  h o us e  

i n  bo ok s  and  d o cum ent s ,  I  r e co r d  m y h ea r t f e l t  t h an ks  fo r  h e r  

co n t i nu a l  su pp or t .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  op i n i on s  ex p r es s ed  t h r ough o u t  t h i s  t he s i s  a re  m y 

o w n  and  n o t  a l l  r e ad e r s  m a y ag r ee  w i th  m y co n c l us io ns ,  i n  

m i t i ga t i on  I  q uo t e  S i r  A l an  G a r d in e r :  “S ch o l a r s  s ho u l d  no t  

s h r i nk  f r om d i f f i cu l t  co n c l us i on s .   A t  b e s t  t h e y m a y b e  luck y 

en ou gh  t o  h i t  o n  the  r i gh t  so l u t io n .   A t  t he  wo rs t  t h ey w i l l  h av e  

g i v en  t h e  c r i t i c s  a  t a r ge t  t o  h i t  a t . ”   I f  m y co n c l us io ns  gene r a t e  

d i s cuss io n  th en  I  h av e  s u cceed ed  in  my a i m s .   
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  F i gu r e1 :  M ap  o f  An c i en t  E g yp t .  
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                       Fi gu r e  2 :  T im el in e  co v e red  wi th in  th e  t h es i s  ( no t  

t o  s ca l e ) .   C hr o no lo g y t ak en  f r om  Sh aw  and  

N i ch o l so n  19 95 :  3 10 - 31 2 .  
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3 .  I NT RO DU CT ION  

3 . 1  E gyp t i an  R el ig i on  

        S i n ce  th e  s t ud y o f  a n c i en t  E g yp t  f i r s t  c am e i n t o  f ash io n ,  i t s  

r e l i g i on  h a s  o ccup ied  a  ma jo r  r o l e .  W r i t e r s  h av e  e i th e r  i nc l ud ed  

ch ap t e r s  o n  t h e  r e l i g i o n  wi th i n  th e i r  bo o ks  ( G a rd i n e r  19 61 ,  

M er t z  1 96 4 ,  Oak es  an d  G ah l i n  20 02 )  o r  d ev o t ed  wh o l e  boo ks  t o  

t h e  su b j ec t  o f  t h e  go ds  an d  m yt h s  o f  an c i en t  E g yp t  ( H a r t  1 9 86 ,  

A r mo u r  20 01 ,  P in ch  20 02 ,  G ros  d e  Be l e r  20 0 4)  o r  t o  E g yp t i an  

r e l i g i on  ( H or nu n g  1 9 71 ,  As sm an n  20 01 ) .   Wi t h  s ev e r a l  hu n dr ed  

d e i t i e s  m en t i on ed  by  t h e  a nc i en t  E g yp t i ans  t h i s  i s  n o t  s u rp r i s i n g  

an d  so m e au th o rs  hav e  ev en  devo t ed  en t i r e  bo ok s  to  o ne  

p a r t i cu l a r  d e i t y  an d  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  re l i g i on  (e . g .  W i t t  19 7 1 ,  

B l eek er  1 97 3 ,  R ob er t s  19 95 ) .   Th e  o v er a l l  f i r s t  im p r ess ion  f rom  

t h i s  s u gges t s  t h a t  t h e  an c i en t  E g yp t i an s  w e r e  a  v e r y p i o us  

p eop l e ,  b u t ,  wh i l s t  t h i s  m a y b e  t r u e ,  i t  i s  p r ob ab l y m o r e  accu r a t e  

t o  con c l ud e  t ha t  e ach  god  r ep r es en t ed  a  d i f f e r en t  co ncep t  o r  r o l e  

o r ,  i n d eed ,  co u l d  be  a s s o c i a t ed  wi t h  a  p a r t i cu l a r  p l ace .   S o  i t  

w as  n o t  t h e  ca s e  t ha t  ev e r y d e i t y  w as  w o rs h i pp ed  b y a l l  t h e  

p eop l e  a t  an y o n e  t i me ,  bu t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e y w o r sh i pp ed  

p a r t i cu l a r  d e i t i e s  a t  p a r t i cu l a r  t im es  dep end in g  up on  th e i r  

s p ec i f i c  n eed s  ( Th om as  19 86 :  7 ,  Ba in es  2 00 0 ) .  

        Th e  s t a t e  r e l i g i o n  o ccu p i ed  a  m aj o r  ro l e  wh ich  w as  p a r t i cu l a r l y 

co nn ec t ed  wi th  th e  p h a r a o h  an d  h i s  d iv in i t y .   T h e  s t a t e  go ds  

w e r e  wo rs h i pp ed  i n  m ajo r  cu l t  c en t r es ,  e . g .  O s i r i s  a t  A b yd os ,  

A m un  a t  K a rn ak ,  Re  a t  H e l i op o l i s ,  P t ah  a t  M em ph i s ,  e t c .    Th es e  

t em pl e s  wo u l d  have  b een  c lo s ed  to  t he  pu b l i c  wi t h  wo r sh ip  a t  

t h em b e i n g  co nd uc ted  m ai n l y b y t h e  p r i e s t s  an d  o cca s i on a l l y b y 

t h e  k in g  in  p e r s on .   A t  t h e  s am e t im e  th e r e  a l s o  d ev e l op ed  wh a t  

i s  t e rm ed  a  ‘p eo p l e ’ s  r e l i g io n ’  i n  w hi ch  peop l e  wo r sh i pp ed  i n  

t h e i r  o wn  h om es  god s  to  w ho m  th ey co u ld  re l a t e ;  t h e s e  o f t en   

d i f f e r ed  f rom  t h e  s t a t e  god s  ( Ba i n es  19 8 7 :  83 - 84 ,  Meeks  an d  

Fav a r d -M eek s  19 99 :  8 ,  S t ev en s  20 09 :  1 0 ) .        

        In co r p or a t ed  i n t o  t h e  v a r io us  s t a t e  god s  w e re  d i f f e ren t  

i n t e rp r e t a t io ns  o f  t h e  c rea t io n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  so  t ha t  i n  t h e  

M emp hi t e  t h eo l o g y,  P t ah  b ro u gh t  a l l  t h in gs  i n to  ex i s t ence  b y 

p r on ou n c i n g  th e i r  n am es  ( As sm ann  19 9 6 :  34 9 -3 51 )  w h erea s  i n  

t h e  Th eb an  th eo l o gy ,  A m u n  w as  r ega rd ed  a s  t h e  so u r ce  o f  t h e  

p o w er  o f  a l l  t h e  god s  and  t hu s  t h e  t r ue ,  o r i g i n a l  c r ea t o r  o f  t he  

u n i v er s e  ( Ho r nu n g  1 9 71 :  1 49 ,  S t ru dw ick  2 00 6 :  1 03 ) .       
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In  t h e  H e l i op o l i t an  c r ea t io n  m yt h  ( Ass m an n  19 96 :  3 46 - 34 7 ) ,  t h e  

s o l a r  d e i t y  A t um  gav e  l i f e  t o  Sh u  and  T e fn u t ,  t h e  tw o  god s  th a t  

r ep r es en t  a i r  an d  mo i s t u r e  r es p ec t i v e ly .   In  t u r n ,  t h i s  p a i r  t h en  

p r od u ced  G eb  and  N u t ,  t h e  ea r th  and  s k y.   T h es e  t wo  god s  th en  

p r od u ced  t wo  p a i r s  o f  go ds ,  t h e  m al es ,  Os i r i s  and  S e t h ,  an d  th e  

f em al es ,  I s i s  an d  Nep h t h ys .   Os i r i s  i s  a s so c i a t ed  wi th  h i s  

w i f e / s i s t e r  Is i s  an d  S e th  h i s  w i f e / s i s t e r  N ep h t h ys  ( S t r ud wi ck  

2 0 06 :  1 03 ) .   

A s  a  r es u l t  o f  t h e  t a l e  o f  t h e  mu r d er  o f  Os i r i s  b y S e th  and  h i s  

s ub s eq u en t  r eb i r th  a s  god  o f  t h e  u nd e rw o r l d ,  t h e  ph a r ao hs  o f  t he  

O l d  Ki n gdom  b eca m e  id en t i f i ed  wi th  O s i r i s  and  we r e  b e l i ev ed  to  

ex p e r i en ce  r eb i r t h  u p on  th e i r  d ea t hs  i n  t h e  s am e w ay a s  t h e  god  

( H a ys  2 01 0 :  1 ) .   Man y o f  t h e  P yr am i d  T ex t s  a r e  co n ce r n ed  wi t h  

t h i s  ( Fau lk n er  2 00 7) .   S ub s eq u en t l y,  p r o b ab l y b ecau se  m an  do es  

n o t  l i k e  t o  b e l i ev e  t h a t  h i s  e a r t h l y s p an  i s  a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  t o  l i f e  

an d  d ea th ,  t h e  d es i r e  t o  b eco me  l i k en ed  t o  Os i r i s  an d  ach i ev e  

r e s t o r a t i on  to  l i f e  an d  b e  d ec l a r ed  f r ee  o f  w ro n gdo in g  b ecam e  

s om et h i n g  th a t  a l l  a n c i en t  E g yp t i ans  as p i r ed  t o ,  r ega r d l e s s  o f  

t h e i r  s t a t us  i n  l i f e  ( Sm i th  2 00 8 :  3 ) ,  and  m umm if i ca t i on  was  

d e s i gn ed  t o  mak e  th e  d eceas ed  r es embl e  O s i r i s ,  t h us  en su r i n g  an  

e t e rn a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  un d e rw o r l d .   

U n l ik e  th e  o th e r  d e i t i e s ,  S e t h  a lw a ys  rem ai ns  s om et h in g  o f  an  

en i gm a  t o  t h e  a n c i en t  E g yp t i an s .   H e  ex i s t s  on  t h e  bo un d ar y 

b e tw een  t h e  t r ans i to r y an d  t he  ev e r l a s t i n g ,  t h e  s am e  b ou nd a r y 

t h a t  s ep e r a t es  o r d er  and  ch ao s  ( Ho r nun g  1 97 1 :  15 8 ) .  Whi l s t  h e  

h ad  o r i g in a l l y  b een  w o rsh ip p ed  in  Omb os  wh e r e  h e  w as  seen  as  

ch i e f  god  o f  t h e  eas t e r n  d es e r t  an d  i t s  r i ch  go ld  mi n es ,  

s ub s eq u en t l y,  f o l l ow i n g  th e  m yt h s  o f  h i s  m ur d e r  o f  Os i r i s  an d  

a t t empt  t o  us u r p  the  th ro n e  f r om H or us ,  h e  app ea rs  t o  r ep r e s en t  

ev i l ,  d i s o r d e r  and  ev e r yt h in g  th a t  w as  f o r e i gn  (P i nch  20 02 :  19 2 ) .  

3 . 2  S ch o la rsh ip  on  S eth  

T h e  v as t  m a jo r i t y  o f  s ch o l a r s  a r e  co n ten t  t o  m e n t io n  S e th  so l e l y 

i n  t h e  con t ex t  o f  t he  O s i r i s /H o ru s  s to r i e s  an d  h av e  o th e rw i s e  

l a r ge l y i gn o r ed  h im .   T h e  tw o  no tab le  ex cep t io ns  a r e  G r i f f i t h s  

( 1 96 0 )  and  T e  V el de  ( 19 67 ) ;  a l t ho u gh  b o t h  o f  t h es e  m ai n ly  

co n cen t r a t e  o n  th e  u su a l  t w o  s to r i e s  i . e .  t h e  N ew  Kin gd om  s t o r y 

o f  t he  C on t end in gs  o f  H or us  an d  S e t h  an d  th e  P lu t a r ch  s to r y:  D e  

O s i r id e  e t  I s i d e .   Ho w ev er  t he s e  tw o  pu b l i c a t io ns  h av e  r es u l t ed  

i n  so me  co mm en t ,  b o t h  su pp o r t i v e  and  c r i t i c a l  a s  w e  s h a l l  s ee  

b e lo w.   G r i f f i t h s  an d  T e  V el d e  th em se l v es  a r e  u nab l e  t o  ag r ee  a s  
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t o  w he th e r  t h es e  s to r i e s  a r e  r ep r e s en ta t i v e  o f  t r u e  f ac t s  o r  

m e r e l y m yt h s .     

G r i f f i t h s  ( 19 60 :  134 )  s t a t es ,  “I  ag ree  w i th  Kees  when  he  upho lds  

t h e  t h eo r y  t ha t  t h e  m y th  o f  t h e  f i g h t  o f  H or us  a nd  S e t h  goes  b a ck  

t o  a  t i me  o f  s t r i f e  i n  Up p er  E g yp t .   I t  s e ems  t o  re f er  t o  t he  

co nq u es t  o f  Nu be t ,  t h e  t ow n  o f  S e t h ,  by  t h e  Na kad a  I I  p eo p l e ,  

s ym bo l i z ed  b y  Horu s ,  t h e  sp ec i a l  go d  o f  t h e i r  k i ng s ,  a t  l ea s t  a t  

t h e  end  o f  t h i s  p e r iod .”   H o wev e r  T e  V e ld e  (1 96 7 :  75 - 6 )  s t a t e s  

“None  wou ld  ven tur e  t o  d en y  th a t  i n  Pr ed yn as t i c  Eg yp t ,  a s  

e l sewh ere ,  wa rs  w er e  w ag ed  a nd  r ep ea t ed l y  so .   Y e t  w e  dou b t  

w h e th e r  a c tu a l  wa rs  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  u n i t i ng  o f  t h e  coun t r y  

w ere  t h e  or i g i n  o f  t h i s  r e l ig i ou s  m y t h  o f  con f l i c t  a nd  

r econc i l i a t i on .”       

3 . 2 . 1  S e th :  Na me ,  I cono g rap hy  and  C ha ra ct er   

T e  V eld e  fo l lo w ed  u p  h i s  19 67  t he s i s  w i t h  an  a r t i c l e  i n  19 6 8  

en t i t l ed  “Th e  E g yp t i an  G od  S e t h  as  a  T r i cks t e r ”  (T e  V e ld e  

1 9 68 ) ,  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  h e  s t a t e s  t h a t  S e t h  h as  t h e  f i v e  e l em en t s  i n  

co mmo n wi th  t r i cks t e r s  o f  o th e r  cu l tu r e s  n am el y  t h a t  h e  w as  

d i s o rd e r l y ( T e  Ve ld e  1 96 8 :  3 7 ) ,  h e  was  u n c i v i l i s ed  ( T e  V e ld e  

1 9 68 :  3 7 -3 8) ,  h e  was  a  m u rd e r e r  ( Te  V e ld e  1 96 8 :  3 8 ) ,  he  w as  a  

h om os ex u a l  (T e  V el d e  19 68 :  3 9 )  and  he  w as  a  s l aye r - o f – t h e -

m on s t e r  ( Te  V eld e  1 9 68 :  3 9 ) .    

H o r nu n g  ag r eed  w i t h  th i s  v i ew o f  S e th ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i n  a l l  o f  h i s  

r o l e s  i n  b a t t l e s ,  con s t an t  con f ro n t a t ion s  and  co n fus io ns  an d  h i s  

q u es t io n i n g  o f  t h e  e s t ab l i sh ed  o rd e r  t h a t  h e  i s  en gaged  as  a  so r t  

o f  ‘ t r i ck s t e r ’  ( Ho rnu n g  19 71 :  2 13 ) .  

T en  yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i on  o f  ‘S e th ,  G od  o f  Co n fu s ion , ’  T e  

V eld e  re l eas ed  a  s eco nd  ed i t i on .   In  t he  p r e f ace  h e  po in t s  o u t  

t h a t  du r in g  t h e  t en  yea r s  t h e  bo ok  h ad  m et  wi t h  bo th  app ro v a l  

an d  d i s ap pr ob a t io n  b u t ,  r a th e r  t h an  now  in  h i s  t u rn  ex p res s i n g  

ag r eem en t  o r  d i s ag r eem en t  wi t h  t h es e  p r on ou n cem en t s  h e  m er e l y 

l i s t ed  t h e  r ev i ew s  an d  r equ es t ed  th a t  t h e  r ead e r  j ud ge  f o r  

t h ems e lv es  (T e  V e ld e  1 97 7 :  v i i -v i i i ) .     

A m on gs t  t he s e  r ev i ew s  w e r e  on es  b y Z an d ee  (1 96 8 ) ,  Gr i f f i t h s  

( 1 96 9 )  and  H o rn ung  ( 1 97 0 ) .   Th e  f i r s t  o f  t h es e  r es em bl es  an  

a r t i c l e  r a th e r  t h an  a  bo ok  r ev i e w  a s  i t  r un s  t o  s ix  p ages  an d  i s ,  

s om ewh a t  damni n g  i n  i t s  p r a i s e !   Zan dee  h ad  t wo  m ai n  

c r i t i c i sm s ,  f i r s t l y  t h a t  T e  V el de  m ak es  to o  mu ch  o f  t he  

h om os ex u a l  n a t u r e  o f  S e t h  and  H o rus ’ s  r e l a t i on sh ip  ev en  

s u gges t in g  th a t  T e  V e ld e  h a s  m an i pu l a t ed  som e  t r an s l a t i on s  t o  
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s u i t  h i s  a r gu m ent  an d  s eco nd l y,  d i s ag ree i n g  w i th  t h e  s t a t em en t  

t h a t  Se th  w as  a  god  o f  con f us i on .   Zand ee  a r gu in g  th a t  i n  f a c t  

S et h  w as  m or e  a  ‘ go d  o f  s t r en g t h ’  ( Zan d ee  19 68 :  18 4 - 189 ) .   T h e  

s econ d  r ev i ew er  wh i l s t  ov e r a l l  p r a i s in g  T e  V el d e ’s  e f f o r t s  a s  a  

w el co me  ad d i t i o n  to  t h e  f ew m on o gr ap hs  t h a t  w e  h av e  t ha t  l o ok  

a t  an  im po r t an t  E gyp t i an  go d  in  s om e d ep th  a l s o  d i sag r ee s  wi t h  

t h e  cen t ra l  f o r mul a t io n  t h a t  S e th  i s  a  go d  o f  co n fus io n  f ee l i n g  

t h a t ,  l i k e  Zan d ee ’s  co mm en t ,  t h a t  T e  V e ld e  h a s  t end ed  to  ch oo s e  

t ex t s  t h a t  su pp o r t  t h i s  co n c lu s i on  and  l a r ge l y i gn o r ed  t h e  

ev id ence  t h a t  an  ea r l y p r im acy o f  t h e  S e t h -cu l t  i n  U pp e r  E g yp t  

can  b e  amp l y d em on s t r a t ed  an d  th a t  Se t h ’ s  r o l e  i n  t h e  myt h s  o f  

H o r us  and  Os i r i s  sh o u ld  n o t  b l in d  t h e  r eade r  t o  t h e  aus p ic i ou s  

f u n c t i on s  a s s i gn ed  t o  h im .   He  a l so  t ak e s  i s s u e  wi th  th e  

p r omi n en ce  g i v en  to  t h e  hom os ex u a l  ep i s od es  f ee l i n g  th a t  r a th e r  

t h an  th i s  b e i n g  a  ke y t o  t h e  in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  t h e  cen t r a l  m yt h  i t  

s ho u l d  b e  r ega r ded  a s  a  som ew ha t  i so l a t ed  ep i s od e  ( G r i f f i t h s  

1 9 69 :  2 26 - 22 7) .   Pa r k i ns on  (1 99 5 :  6 4 - 6 5 )  h as  su gges t ed  t h a t  t h e  

h om os ex u a l  ep i so de  in  t h e  C ont end ing s  o f  H or us  a nd  S e t h  r a t h e r  

t h an  s i gn i f yi n g  ap pr o v a l  o f  ma l e /m al e  s ex u a l  r e l a t i on sh ips  

s ho u l d  b e  r ega r ded  a s  an  ac t  o f  aggr e s s io n  d es i gn ed  to  i n f l i c t  

i gn omi n y u p o n  H oru s  and  t o  em ph as i se  h i s  yo u th .  

H o r nu n g ,  i n  h i s  t u rn ,  i s  r a th e r  mo r e  r e l ax ed  w i th  T e  Ve lde ’ s  

v i ew s ,  ag r ee i n g ,  a s  o u t l i n ed  ab ov e  w i th  t h e  v i ew t h a t  h e  w as  a  

‘ t r i cks t e r ’ ,  b u t  i n  co mm on  w i th  t h e  o th e r  r ev i ew er s  f e e l in g  th a t  

t h e r e  was  mo r e  to  S e t h  th an  b e in g  ‘ a  go d  o f  co n fus io n ’  (H o r nu n g  

1 9 70 :  1 7 -2 0) .  

M o r e  r ecen t  wo rk s  h av e  ex ami n ed  th e  v a r i ed  s i de s  t o  S e th ’ s  

ch a r ac t e r ,  Bor gh ou t s  ( 19 73 )  and  A ss man n  ( 19 95 )  f o r  ex am pl e ,  

c i t e  S e t h ’ s  r o l e  i n  t h e  t r i um ph  o v e r  Apo p h i s  d e sc r ib i n g  h ow  i t  i s  

I s i s  wi th  h e r  m agi c  and  S e t h  wi th  h i s  s p ea r  t h a t  b r i n g  abo u t  t he  

d o wn f a l l  o f  t he  en em y w h en  th e  s un  go d ’s  b a rk  i s  t h r ea t en ed  b y 

A p op h i s  ( Bo r gh ou t s  1 97 3 :  1 14 - 11 5 ,  As sm ann  1 99 5 :  51 - 53 ) .     

A s sm an n  in  t h e  fo l l o win g  yea r  ex p l a in ed  ho w  th e  co n t r as t  

b e tw een  Ho r us  an d  S e t h  app ea r ed  to  s ym bo l i s e  t h e  ch an ge  f r om 

t h e  o ld  d i s o rd e r  t o  n ew  o rd e r ,  S e t h  a s  t h e  go d  o f  N aq ada  

r ep r es en t i n g  h o w th i s  p e r i od  w as  su pe r s eded  b y t h e  

e s t ab l i sh m en t  o f  t he  s t a t e .   In  t h e  m yt h  o r d e r  t r i um ph s  ov e r  

ch aos ,  r u l e  ov e r  ana r ch y,  and  l aw ov er  f o r ce .   T h e  l ega l  d i s pu te  

b e tw een  Ho r u  and  S e t h  i s  r e so l v ed  wi t h  a  co n t r ac t  and  wh i l s t  t h e  

aw a r d  o f  Up p e r  E gyp t  t o  S e t h  i s  n o t  o f  an y m a j o r  d u r a t i on  no  

f u r t h e r  co n f l i c t  i s  c au s ed  w h en  t he  d ec i s io n  i s  r evo k ed  an d  S e th  

i s  en t h r on ed  i ns t ead  as  ru l e r  o v er  t he  d e s e r t  and  o v er  fo re i gn  
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l and s  and  g i v en  th e  mo r e  im po r t an t  r o l e  o f  b e in g  en t ru s t ed  t o  

w a r d  o f f  t h e  s e r p en t ,  A po ph i s ,  w ho  m en aces  t h e  cou rs e  o f  t h e  

s un  wi t h  s t an ds t i l l .   H er e  fo r ce  wh i ch  can no t  be  l ega l i s ed  i s  

b e in g  p l aced  i n  t h e  s e rv i ce  o f  t h e  l aw  ( A ss m an n  19 96 :  4 4 ) .   

La t e r  i n  t h e  s am e bo o k  As sm an n  d i s cus s es  t h e  d emo niz a t io n  o f  

S e t h  in  t h e  age  o f  t h e  S a i t e s  and  P e rs i an s ,  a  su b j ec t  t h a t  I  a l s o  

d i s cuss  i n  C h ap t e r  1 1  ( As sm ann  1 99 6 :  3 89 -4 08 ) .   F i na l l y  i n  h i s  

2 0 08  b oo k ,  A ssm ann ,  d es c r i b ed  S e t h  as  ‘ t he  i con oc l as t ’ ,  c i t i n g  

h o w on  t he  o n e  h and ,  u po n  t h e  cosm ic  p l an e  S e th  ac t s  o n  t h e  

s id e  o f  R e ,  t h e  p e r so n i f i c a t io n  o f  go od ,  an d  us e s  h i s  v io l en ce  t o  

i n f l i c t  d ea t h  on  t h e  p e r s on i f i c a t io n  o f  ev i l ,  Ap op h i s ,  bu t  o n  th e  

o th e r  h an d ,  o n  th e  p l an e  o f  l i f e  and  d ea t h  r ep r es en t ed  b y O s i r i s  

an d  h i s  m ys t e r i e s ,  S e t h  ac t s  a s  ev i l  and  i s  h im s e l f  t h e  ob jec t  o f  

r i t u a l  v i o l ence .   T hu s  r ep r e s en t in g  a t  t h e  s am e  t i m e  an  ev i l  t h a t  

i s  n ece ss a r y t o  k eep  t h e  wo r ld  go in g  in  i t s  “Re”  as p ec t ,  bu t  t h a t  

m us t  s im ul t an e ou s ly  b e  co n t ro l l ed  an d  con t a in ed  b ecaus e  i t  

t h rea t ens  t h e  wo r l d  in  i t s  “Os i r i s ”  a spec t  ( A ssm ann  2 00 8 :  3 3 -

3 4 ) .      

F r o m a l l  o f  t h es e  so u r ces  i t  c an  b e  s een  t h a t  t h e  ch a r ac t e r  o f  

S e t h  r em ai ns  s om eth in g  o f  an  en i gm a :  i s  h e  a  go d  o f  con fu s i on ,  a  

t r i cks t e r ,  a  b i s ex u a l  god?   O r  do es  he  r ep r es en t  a  ch an ge  f r om  

o ld  t o  new  w h e r e  h i s  po w ers  o f  s t r en g t h  and  mi gh t  a r e  s t i l l  

r eq u i r ed?   

I f  t h e  r e f e r en ces  t o  S e th  a re  ex am in ed  ch ro no lo g i ca l l y  w e  f i nd  

t h a t  Se th  an d  Ho r us  w er e  god s  o f  Up pe r  and  Lo w er  E g yp t  

r e s p ec t iv e l y d u r in g  th e  P r ed yn as t i c  P er i od  an d  t h e r e  was  

u n do ub t ed l y a  s t rugg l e  b e t w een  t h e  su p po r t e r s  o f  t h e s e  tw o  

d e i t i e s  f rom  whi ch  t h e  fo l l ow ers  o f  H or u s  em er ged  v i c t o r io us  

a l t ho u gh  i t  w ou ld  be  so me  co ns id e r ab le  t im e  b e fo r e  t h e y co u l d  

b e  s u r e  o f  t h i s  v i c to r y ( s ee  C hap t e r  5 ) .   T h i s  s t r u gg l e  w as  

p r ob ab l y r ep r es en ted  b y t h e  H o ru s /S e t h  m yt h .   O s i r i s  was  d r awn  

i n t o  t h e  m yt h  w hen  h i s  cu l t  o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e  b ecam e  p op u l a r  and  

t h i s  p r ob ab l y r e f l ec t s  a  r e l i g io us  m yt h  r a th e r  t h an  an  acco un t  o f  

a  t r u e  ev en t .  

In  t h e  P yr am id  T ex t s  ( Fau lk n e r  20 07 )  t h e r e  a re  a l l u s io ns  t o  S e th  

t r am pl i n g  o r  r end ing  O s i r i s  and  ev en tua l l y  O s i r i s  i s  s een  t o  

s t an d  fo r  ev e r yt h i ng  t h a t  i s  E g yp t i an  an d  o rd e r l y ,  w h i l s t  S e t h  

cam e to  rep r es en t  d i so r de r  an d  eve r yt h i n g  fo r e i gn .   T hu s  O s i r i s  

r u l ed  th e  ‘ B l ack  Lan d ’  i . e .  t h e  Ni l e  v a l l e y an d  S e t h  t h e  ba r r en  

r ed  l an ds  o f  t h e  d es e r t s  –  m ayb e  t h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  r e as ons  wh y 

h e  i s  t ho u gh t  t o  be  r ed - ha i r ed  (Wi lk i nso n  1 99 4 :  10 6 ) ?   S e th  w as  
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a l so  th e  god  wh o  cau s ed  s t o rms  an d  c l ou ds ,  and  h e  i s  i n  t h i s  

a s p ec t  aga in  t h e  n a t u ra l  op po n en t  o f  ‘H o r us  th e  E ld e r ’  wh o  

r ep r es en t ed  t h e  s o l a r  sk y f a l con  (P in ch  20 02 :  1 92 ) .   

D u r i n g  t h e  H yk s o s  P e r i od  p eop l e  f r om C an nan  id en t i f i ed  S e t h  

w i t h  th e i r  god  Baa l  and  as  s u ch  h e  en jo y e d  p r omi n en ce  

p a r t i cu l a r l y i n  t he i r  c ap i t a l ,  A va r i s ,  i n  t h e  no r t h  e as t  o f  t h e  

D e l t a  r eg i on ,  wh e re  h e  h ad  h i s  o wn  t em pl e  ( V an  S e t e r s  19 6 6 :  

1 7 1- 18 0 ) .   C on v e rse l y i n  t h e  N ew K ingd o m th e  s t o r y o f  t h e  

C on tend in gs  o f  Ho ru s  an d  S e t h  i n  w h i ch  S e t h  i s  p o r t r a yed  in  a  

l e s s  t h an  po s i t i v e  m ann e r  b ecom es  pop u l a r .   H ow ev e r ,  du r in g  t h e  

R am ess i d e  P e r i od ,  S e t h  i s  s een  as  a  p ro mi nen t  god ,  on ce  m o re  

r e f l e c t i n g  h i s  po s i t i on  as  a  f ami l y go d  o f  t h e  R am es s id e s ,  

p r ob ab l y b ecaus e  th e y o r i g in a t e  f r om  A v a r i s ,  t o  t h e  ex t en t  t h a t  

s om e  o f  t h i s  f am i l y  o f  r u l e r s ,  S e t i  I  an d  I I  i n  p a r t i cu l a r ,  hav e  h i s  

n am e ad d ed  t o  t h e i r  o wn .    

H o w ev e r ,  b y t h e  G raeco -R om an  P e r io d ,  S e t h  w as  co n f i rmed  i n  

h i s  ro l e  as  mu r d er e r  o f  Os i r i s  and  t h e  go d  wh o  h ad  a t t emp t ed  to  

r o b  H or us  o f  h i s  b i r t h r i gh t .    Th i s  i s  pa r t i cu l a r l y s o  in  t he  s cen es  

u p on  th e  t em pl e  w a l l s  a t  Ed f u  wh ich  dep i c t  t h e  Co nt en d i ng s  o f  

H o ru s  an d  Se th  (Wa t t e r so n  19 98 ,  Ku r th  20 04 ) .   

3 . 3  R es ea rch  Prob l em/ Qu es t i ons  

T h e  con v en t io n a l  po s i t i o n  o f  S e t h  in  an c i en t  E g yp t  i s  a s  a  

v io l en t  an d  d es t r uc t iv e  go d  ( H or nu n g  1 9 71 :  1 03 ) ,  and  th i s  i s  a  

p os i t i on  t ha t  t h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  au th or s  hav e  b een  wi l l i n g  to  a ccep t .   

H o w ev e r ,  wh i l s t  he  i s  d o cum ent ed  as  t h e  m ur d e r e r  o f  O s i r i s  an d  

t h e  enem y o f  H o ru s  in  t he  s t an da r d  acco u n t s ,  t h e r e  i s  r e aso n  to  

d o ub t  wh e t h er  t h i s  i s  t h e  w ho l e  s to r y .    

T h e  s t and a rd  accoun t s  i . e .  T h e  C hes t e r  Bea t t y P ap yr u s  I  ( Th e  

C on tend in gs  o f  Ho ru s  an d  S e t h )  an d  P lu t a r ch  ( D e I s id e  e t  

O s i r i d e )  wi l l  b e  ex t ens i v e l y ex amin ed ,  t h e  f i r s t  i n  Ch ap te r  9 ,  

s ec t io n  12  an d  t h e  s econ d  in  Ch ap t e r  1 2 ,  s ec t io n  5 ,  i n  o rd e r  t o  

a s ce r t a i n  ho w  S e th  i s  d ep i c t ed  in  t hem and  h o w t h i s  m a y h av e  

d e t e r min ed  ho w  h e  w as  p e r ce iv ed  a t  t he  t im e  o f  t h e se  t ex t s .   

T h e r e  i s  no  d i s ag r eem en t  ov e r  t h e  t r ans l a t i on  o f  t h e se  t ex t s ,  

t h e i r  on l y d i f f e r en ce  b e i n g  th a t  P l u t a rch  i s  no t  s o  d es c r i p t iv e  o f  

t h e  l a t e r  ev en t s  o f  t h e  C on t en d in gs  o f  H o ru s  an d  Se th  com p ar ed  

w i t h  th e  Ch es t e r  Bea t t y a cco u n t .    

T h i s  t h es i s  w i l l  a l so  a t t empt  t o  ex amin e  o th e r  a sp ec t s  o f  S e t h  

w h ich  su gges t  t h a t  t h ro u gho u t  E g yp t i an  h i s to r y h e  w as  

co n t i nu a l l y w o r s h ip p ed  an d  in deed ,  a t  t im es ,  en j o yed  s om e  
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p r omi n en ce ,  no t ab ly  i n  t h e  P r e -  an d  ea r l y- D yn as t i c  p e r iod s ,  

d u r i n g  th e  H yk s o s  i n t e r l ud e  o f  t h e  Seco nd  In t e rm ed i a t e  P e r i od  

an d  du r in g  t h e  R ames s i de  e ra  o f  t he  1 9
t h

 and  2 0
t h

 D yn as t i e s .   

Wh i l s t  p r ev i ou s  au th o rs  h av e  devo t ed  s om e  s ch o l a r s h i p  to  t h es e  

v a r i ou s  a sp ec t s  o f  S e t h  I  d o  no t  b e l i ev e  t h a t   an yo n e  h as  

a t t empt ed  to  b r i n g  a l l  t h es e  to ge th e r  an d  to  d em o ns t r a t e  t h a t  

r a th e r  t h an  b e i n g  so m eth in g  o f  an  ‘o u t s id e r ’  t o  t he  E g yp t i an  

p an t h eo n ,  h e  ac tu a l l y  h ad  an  im po r t an t  r o l e  w i th in  i t ,   and  as  

s u ch  was  con t in u a l l y w o r sh ip ped  th r ou gh o u t  a n c i en t  E g yp t i an  

h i s t o r y.   T h e re f o r e  I  p r o p o se  t o  ex amin e  t h e  ro l e  o f  S e t h  a s  h e  

w as  p e r ce iv ed  b y t h e  An c i en t  E g yp t i an s  a t  sp ec i f i c  t im es  

t h ro u gho u t  t h e i r  h i s to r y.   In  o r d er  t o  a ch iev e  th i s  a im  a  

ch r on o l o gi ca l  ap p ro ach  wi l l  b e  t ak en  b eg i nn i n g  wi t h  S e th ’ s  r o l e  

i n  P r ed yn as t i c  E g yp t i an  r e l i g i on  and  th en  p ro gr e s s in g  t h ro u gh  

t h e  ea r l y D yn as t i c  an d  Ol d  Ki n gdo m,  t h e  F i r s t  In t e rm ed ia t e  

p e r i od  an d  th e  Mi dd l e  Ki n gdo m,  th e  Seco nd  In t e rm ed i a t e  P er io d ,  

t h e  N ew Ki n gdom ,  t h e  Th i r d  In t e r m ed ia t e  P er io d ,  t h e  La t e  

P e r i od ,  and  cu lm ina t i n g  wi t h  th e  G r aeco -R om an  P e r i od  up  t o  t h e  

d ea th  o f  C l eo p a t r a .   S om e o f  t h es e  p e r i od s  a r e  r i ch  in  t h e i r  

ev id ence  co n cer n i ng  S e t h  and  h i s  cu r ren t  wo r sh i p ,  o th e r s  l e s s  s o ,  

b u t  an  a t t em pt  w i l l  b e  m ad e  to  h i gh l i gh t  t h e  p e r cep t io n  o f  t h e  

go d  cu r r en t  t o  t h e  t i me .   A  chap t e r  i s  a l so  in c lu ded  on  S e t h ’ s  

r e l a t i on sh ip  w i th  fo r e i gn  go ds .  

O n  a  wi d er  i s su e  s om e  th ou gh t  wi l l  b e  g i v en  a s  t o  t h e  

s i gn i f i c an ce  th a t  t h i s  t h es i s  h as  i n  t h e  u n de r s t an d i n g  o f  ho w  t o  

i n t e rp r e t  s ou r ces  dea l i n g  wi t h  E g yp t i an  r e l i g i on?   Id ea l l y  t h e se  

s ho u l d  b e  ex amin ed  ca re f u l l y  an d  i n  co n t ex t ,  r a th e r  t h an  i n  a  

gen e r a l  mann e r  w h ich  t end s  t o  h i de  t he  m an y n u an ces  t h a t  o ccur  

i n  E g yp t i an  r e l i g ion .  A s  an  ex ampl e ,  c an  we  ga in  an y i n s i gh t  

i n t o  ho w th e  gen e ra l  p op u l ace  r a t h e r  t h an  th e  e l i t e  v i ew ed  t h e  

go d s  and  S e t h  i n  p a r t i cu l a r?   A ssm ann  ( 1 98 4 :  9 -1 4 )  b e l i eved  t h a t  

r e l i g i on  com pl e t e l y  p e rv aded  ea r l y E gyp t i an  c iv i l i z a t i on ,  and ,  i t  

s e em s  a s  b e in g  comp l e t e l y u n i t a r y,  s o  t h a t  t h e  a t t e s t ed  e l i t e  

f o rm s ,  wh i ch  t end  to  be  wh a t  we  h av e  m os t  i n fo rm at io n  up o n ,  

t h e r e f o r e  s e rv e  as  a  r e l i ab l e  gu i de  fo r  t h e  w ho l e  o f  E g yp t i an  

s o c i e t y.   C o nv e rs e ly ,  Ba i n e s  ( 19 87 :  8 0 )  b e l i ev es  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  

n eed  no t  be  a  s i n gle  f o rm th a t  p e rv ad es  a l l  l i f e  f r om  th e  

b eg i nn i n g  o f  h i s t o ry  an d  th a t  d iv e r s i t y  i s  a  r e a l  po ss ib i l i t y .   

Wh i l s t  t h e  ‘ s t a t e  r e l i g i on ’  w as  ma in l y co n cer n ed  wi t h  t h e  

r e l a t i on sh ip  b e t w een  t h e  k in g  and  t h e  go d s  in d i v id u a l s  we r e  

m u ch  mo r e  l i k e l y t o  be  co n cer n ed  wi th  t h e  v i t a l  p o i n t s  i n  t h e i r  

o w n  l i f e :  b i r t h ,  p ube r t y,  m a r r i age ,  p a ren th oo d  and  d ea t h  f o r  
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ex ampl e  an d  ho w th e i r  r e l a t i on sh ip  wi th  th e  god s  cou l d  

i n f lu en ce  t h es e .     

A  map  ( F i gur e  1 ) ,  i n d i ca t in g  t h e  m ajo r  p l aces  m en t i on ed  in  t h e  

t ex t  i s  g i v en  o n  p age  1 1 ,  an d  a  t i me l in e  ( F i gu r e  2 )  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  

ch ap t e r s  co n t a i ned  w i t h i n  t h e  th es i s  an d  S e th ’ s  ro l e  a t  t he s e  

t im es  i s  o n  p age  1 2 .  
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4 .  SETH  I N PR E DY N AST I C E GY PT  5 5 00 -3 10 0  B . C.E .  

4 . 1  I n t rodu c t io n  

T hi s  ch ap t e r  ex amin es  th e  ev i d en ce  f o r  t h e  w o rsh ip  o f  S e t h  

d u r i n g  th i s  ea r l y p e r io d .  Th e  l a ck  o f  w r i t t en  ev id en ce  mean s  t h a t  

m u ch  o f  t h e  co nc lus io ns  d r awn  f r om th i s  t i me  a r e  s p ecu la t i v e .  

C e r t a i n l y m od e l s  o f  h i pp o t ami  h av e  been  fo un d  d a t i n g  f ro m th e  

Bad a r i an  cu l t u r e ,  an d  a l s o  o ccu r  i n  t he  f o l l o win g  Am r a t i an  

cu l tu r e ;  g iv en  t h e  as so c i a t io n  o f  S e th  w i t h  t h i s  an im al ,  t he  

f i nd i n g  o f  a  va s e  f ro m th i s  p e r io d  sh ow i n g  a  f i gu r e  h a r poo n i n g  a  

h ip po po tam u s  m a y b e  o f  s i gn i f i c an ce .  T h e  d ev e lo pm en t  o f  

O m bos  as  a  m a jo r  s i t e  fo r  t h e  w o rs h i p  o f  S e t h  i s  d i scus s ed ,  and  

t h e  su bs eq u en t  s t rugg l e  b e t w een  t h e  fo l lo w er s  o f  S e th  and  th os e  

o f  t he  haw k - h ead ed  go d  H o rus ,  r e cou n t ed .   Th i s  s t r u gg l e  

r e s u l t e d  i n  v i c t o r y f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  g r ou p ,  an d  po ss ib l y g av e  r i s e  t o  

t h e  m yt h  o f  t h e  C on f l i c t  o f  H oru s  an d  S e t h .   

4 . 2  Th e  Ba da r i an  cu l tu re  in  An ci en t  Eg yp t  

Len g t h y d i s cus s i on  o f  t h e  p r eh i s t o r y o f  a n c i en t  E g yp t  i s  b e yo n d  

t h e  sco pe  o f  t h i s  t he s i s .  Ho w ev e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  e l em en t  o f  t h e  

P r ed yn as t i c  P er io d  m a y b e  sa id  to  b eg in  wi t h  th e  ‘ Bad a r i an  

cu l tu r e ’  ( 55 00 - 40 00  B .C . E . ) ,  so  c a l l ed  becaus e  th e  cu l tu r e  w as  

f i r s t  i d en t i f i ed  i n  t h e  r eg i on  o f  e l - Bada r i  i n  Mi dd l e  E g yp t .   T h e  

Bad a r i an  cu l t u r e  app ea r s  t o  b e  t h a t  o f  ag r i cu l t u r a l i s t s ,  p ro b ab l y 

p a s t o r a l i s t s ,  f i sh e r s  an d  hu n t e r s  w i t h  a  mo b i l e  ex i s t en ce  

i n f lu en ced  b y t h e  an n ua l  Ni l e  f l o od  cyc l e  and  t h e i r  hu n t in g  

ac t i v i t i e s  ( Mi dan t -R e yn es  1 99 2 :  1 60 ) .   I t  w as  r ad i ca l l y  d i f f e ren t  

f r om  an y cu l t u re s  t h a t  p r ed a t ed  i t  du e  t o  t h e  ex i s t en ce  o f  w h a t  

ap p ear s  t o  b e  a  s t r uc t u r ed  and  com pl ex  so c i e t y w i t h  t h e  p re s en ce  

o f  wh a t  m ay b e  d e sc r ib ed  a s  ‘ w ea l t h y t om bs ’ .   As  M id an t -

R e yn es  s t a t es  ( 19 92 :  15 3 )  “Each  bu r ia l  was  ca r e fu l l y  ar ranged .   

A  ma t  w as  p la ced  on  t h e  gr ou nd  to  a cco m mo da t e  t h e  con t r a c t ed  

b o dy  (wh i ch  wa s  pre s u ma bl y  t i ed  u p  be f or e  r i go r  mo r t i s  s e t  i n ) ,  

w h i l e  t h e  h ead  wa s  so m et im es  l a i d  on  a  p i l l ow  m ad e  f r o m s t raw  

o r  ro l l ed - up  a n i mal  s k i n .   Th e  wh o l e  b o dy  w as  th en  e i the r  

co ve red  o r  co m pl e t e l y  wr ap p ed  u p  w i th  a  ma t  or  a  ga z e l l e - s k i n” .   

B y t h e  s i de  o f  t he  b o d y w e r e  p l aced  po t t e r y v e s s e l s  and  th e s e  

co ns t i t u t e d  t h e  m os t  d i s t i n c t iv e  ch a rac t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  cu l tu r e ;  

t h e i r  app ea r an ce  b e i n g  o f  a  h i gh l y p o l i s h ed ,  b l ack - t op p ed  r ed -

b o d i ed  t yp e .   Bo ne  t oo l s  w e r e  a l so  f req u en t l y d i s cov e r ed  i n  t h e  

t om bs  and  i vo r y o r  b o ne  co mb s  wi t h  lon g  t e e th  (Mi d an t - Re yn es  

1 9 92 :  1 55 ) .   T h ree  s m al l  f i gu re s  o f  wom en  w e re  fo un d  in  t h e  

t om bs ;  t wo  o f  t h e se ,  m od e l l ed  in  c l ay ,  a r e  no w in  th e  Br i t i sh  
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M us eum  and  t h e  t h i r d ,  mad e  f r om  iv ory ,  i n  t he  P e t r i e  M us eum ,  

Lo n d o n  ( Mi d an t -R eyn es  1 99 2 :  1 57 ) .   Th i s  w ou ld  s u gges t  t h a t  

t h e r e  was  so m e s o r t  o f  mo th e r  go dd ess  cu l t  p r ev a l en t  a t  t h e  t i m e  

( Bau m gar t e l  1 95 5 :  2 3 ) .   Th e  p r es en ce  o f  co w bu r i a l s  i n  t h e  

Bad a r i an  ceme t e r i es  s u gges t  t h a t  sh e  w as  w o rsh ip p ed  as  a  co w 

an d  g r av es  o f  d o gs  an d  j ack a l s  s u gges t  t h e  ex i s t en ce  o f  a  

gu a r d i an  o f  t h e  d ead  i n  c an in e  fo rm .   T h i s  i s  n o t  su r p r i s in g ,  a s  

p r e sum ab l y t h e  Bad a r i ans  wo u ld  h av e  n o t ed  th e  p r es en ce  o f  

t h es e  an im a l s  a r oun d  th e i r  c em et e r i es ,  no  d ou b t  a t t r a c t ed  b y t h e  

ex i s t en ce  o f  m ea t  an d  b on es ,  and  t r an s l a t ed  th i s  i n t o  t h e  

p r e s en ce  o f  a  p ro t ec t i v e  d e i t y .   W h at  i s  im p or t an t  i s  t h a t  an im al  

w o rs h i p  in  E g yp t  can  b e  t r a ced  b ack  to  t h i s  pe r i o d  an d  tha t  i t  

s ub s eq u en t l y n ev e r  d i e s  ou t  t h ro u gho u t  t he  l on g  h i s to r y o f  

E g yp t i an  r e l i g io n  (Bau m gar t e l  19 55 :  23 ) .      

A p a r t  f r om  th e  fema l e  f i gu r in e s  m en t io n ed  ab ov e ,  t w o  ivo r y 

am ul e t s  r ep r es en t i ng  h ip po po tamu s es  an d  a  h ip po po tamu s  

f i gu r i n e  ca rv ed  f rom  a  h ip po p o t amu s  to o t h  w e r e  a l so  fo un d  

( M id an t -R eyn es  199 2 :  1 58 ) .   T h i s  co u l d ,  o f  co ur s e ,  j u s t  b e  an  

ex ampl e  o f  a  p o w er f u l  an im al  b e i n g  r ev e r ed  fo r  i t s  s t r en g t h  bu t  

g i v en  t h e  l a t e r  a s soc i a t io n  o f  S e t h  wi th  t h e  h ip po p o t amu s  ( T e  

V e ld e  1 96 7 :  2 6 ,  s ee  a l so  t h i s  t h es i s  s ec t i on s  4 . 3  and  1 2 .4 ) ,  cou ld  

t h es e  o b j ec t s  r ep r es en t  an  ea r l y o ccu r r en ce  o f  h i s  wo rs h ip?    

4 . 3  Th e  A mra t ian  ( N aq ada  1 )  cu l tu re  in  An ci en t  Eg yp t .  

T hi s  cu l t u re  d e r i v es  i t s  n am e f r om th e  s i t e  o f  e l -A mr a  whi ch  i s  

s i t u a t ed  a t  t h e  b eg in n i n g  o f  t h e  Naq ada  m eand e r  o f  t h e  r i v e r  N i l e  

n ea r  t o  wh e r e  t h e  W ad i  H amm am at ,  t h e  c l as s i c  r ou te  f rom  t he  

N i l e  t o  t h e  R ed  S ea ,  beg i ns .  I t  d a t e s  f ro m 40 00  t o  35 00  B .C .E . ,  

an d  w hi l s t  e s s en t i a l l y  s i mi l a r  t o  t h e  Bad a r i an  cu l t u re ,  t h e r e  a r e  

d i f f e r en ces  su gges t i v e  o f  bo t h  a  l o ca l  d ev e l opm ent  and  an  i n f lux  

o f  n ew co m er s .   Th e i r  d ead  we r e  b u r i ed  in  c em et e r i es ,  u s ua l l y  

l yi n g  u po n  t h e i r  l e f t - hand  s id e s ,  i n  a  co n t r ac t ed  pos i t i on ,  w i t h  

t h e  h ead  to  t he  s ou t h ,  l oo k in g  to w ard s  th e  w es t  ( Mi dan t -R e yn es  

1 9 92 :  1 70 ) .   T h e  head  l oo k in g  to w ards  t h e  w es t  ( i . e .  t h e  s e t t i n g  

s un )  p e rh aps  s u gges t s  t h a t  su n - w or sh ip  w as  a l re ad y e s t ab l i sh ed .   

A l l  s ex es  and  ages  a r e  bu r i ed  wi t h i n  th e  cem et e r i es  wi t h  n o  

s eg r ega t i on .   Th e  p r ac t i c e  o f  w r ap p in g  th e  b od i e s  i n  an  an im al  

s k i n  app ea rs  t o  h ave  d i ed  ou t  an d  th e  f i r s t  w oo den  o r  c l a y  

co f f i ns  m ak e  t he i r  ap p ear an ce  (M id an t - R eyn es  1 99 2 :  1 70 ) .   T he  

t yp i ca l  b l ack - t op p ed  Bada r i an  po t t e r y h a s  b een  r ep l aced  by  a  

r ed - po l i s hed  t yp e  w h ich  i s  o ccas i o na l l y d eco r a t ed  wi t h  w h i t e  

p a in t ed  d es i gn s .   Th es e  d es i gn s  r ep r e sen t  t h e  f aun a :  h ip po p o t ami  

an d  c r ocod i l es  d omi n a t e ,  an im al s  wh i ch  w er e  b o t h  as so c i a t ed  
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w i t h  S e th  ( T e  V el de  19 67 :  26 ) ,  wh i l s t  d ep i c t i on s  o f  p eop l e  w e r e  

r a r e r .  An  i mp or t an t  ex am pl e  o ccu r s  o n  a  v a s e  f ro m e l -M ah asn a  

w h ich  d ep ic t s  a  f i gu r e  co nf r on t in g  a  ha r p oo n ed  h i pp op o t am us  

( M id an t -R eyn es  199 2 :  F i gu r e  5b ;  17 2 ) .   T h i s  s cene  co n t in u es  

t h ro u gho u t  E g yp t i an  r e l i g i ous  i con o grap h y ,  cu lm in a t in g  in  t h e  

s cen es  d ep i c t ed  u po n  th e  w a l l s  i n  t h e  t h e  G r aeco -Ro m an  t em pl e  

a t  E d fu  w hi ch  i l l u s t r a t e  H o ru s ,  i n  t h e  p e r so n  o f  t h e  ph a r ao h ,  

h a r po on in g  t h e  h ipp o po t am us ,  w h i ch  rep r e sen t s  S e t h  (W at t e r so n  

1 9 98 :  1 15  an d  F i gur e  40 ,  and  th i s  t h e s i s  s ec t io n  1 2 . 4 ) .   Th i s  

i con o gr ap h y m a y h av e  i n f lu enced  th e  l a t t e r  p o r t r aya l  o f  S t  

G eo r ge  s p ear in g  t he  d r agon ,  a  r e l i e f  po p u l a r  wi t h  e a r l y 

C h r i s t i an s  and  s t i l l  i n  u s e  t od a y  ( G eo rgan t e l i  20 10 :  1 11 - 11 2 ) .   

Bau m gar t e l  (1 95 5 :  3 0 )  a l so  r eco un t s  t h e  p ub l i c a t i on  o f  a  v a s e  

d a t in g  to  t h i s  p e r i od ,  n ow  i n  t h e  Be r l in  M us eum .   S ev e r a l  

an im al s  a r e  d ep i c t ed  up on  i t  i n c lu d in g  o ne  whi ch  S ch a r f f  ( 1 92 6 :   

1 7 )  comm ent ed  l ook ed  l i k e  a  S e th - an im al  d u e  to  t h e  ap p ea r an ce  

o f  i t s  h ead ,  m uzz l e  and  u p r i gh t  p o i n t ed  ea r s .   Becaus e  o f  t h e  

ab s en ce  o f  t h e  ch a rac t e r i s t i c  r a i s ed  t a i l ,  h e  l a t e r  am en d ed  th i s  

i d en t i f i c a t i on  t o  t ha t  o f  an  a s s .   H o wev e r ,  a s  t h e  a s s  i s  

a s so c i a t ed  wi th  S e th  (T e  Ve ld e  1 96 7 :  2 6 ,  W ard  1 97 8 :  23 -3 4 ) ,  I  

b e l i ev e  t ha t  t h i s  s t i l l  co u l d  b e  on e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  dep i c t io ns  o f  S e t h  

i n  P r ed yn as t i c  E g yp t .   P o t  m a rk s  w e re  a l s o  comm on  d ur ing  t h i s  

p e r i od  i n c lu d i n g  o ne  w hi ch  d ep i c t s  a  h i pp op o t am us  ( Baum gar t e l  

1 9 55 :  3 3  F i gu re  V I ,  8 ) ,  a l t h ou gh  wh e th e r  t h i s  aga i n  h as  an y 

a s so c i a t io n  wi th  the  go d  Se th  i s  im p oss ib l e  t o  p r o ve .   A l so  

d u r i n g  th i s  p e r i od ,  a  v e r y s i gn i f i can t  dev e lo pm en t  t oo k  p l ace  i n  

t h a t  t h e  d ep i c t i on s  o f  an i m al s  b egan  to  p ro t r ud e  f r om  t he  s u r face  

o f  t he  ve s s e l s  r a t h e r  t h an  be in g  d ep i c t ed  u po n  th e  s u r f ace  

( M id an t -R eyn es  199 2 :  1 70 ) .   A  t yp i ca l  b o wl  ( A yr t o n  an d  Lo a t  

1 9 11 :  2 6 -2 7) ,  f r om th e  M anch es t e r  Mu s eu m co l l e c t i on  ( acce s s io n  

n um b er  50 69 )  wi th  h ip po tamu s  f i gu r es  mo d e l l ed  sep a r a t e ly  an d  

t h en  a t t a ch ed  to  t he  r i m ,  i l l u s t r a t es  t h i s  and  i s  s ho wn  i n  F i gu r e  

3 .  

A l s o  a t t r i b u t ed  t o  t h i s  p e r i od  a r e  a  num b er  o f  i vo r y co m bs  an d  

h a i r p i ns ;  am on gs t  t h e s e  i s  a  com b f r om  e l -M ahasn a  (A yr t on  an d  

Lo a t  1 91 1 :  2 7 )  t h a t  i s  a s s um ed  t o  b e  th e  ea r l i e s t  ex t an t  dep i c t i on  

o f  t he  S e t h -an i ma l ,  a l t h ou gh  t h e  v as e  d e s c r ib ed  abo ve  m ay b e  

co n t em po r a r y w i t h  i t  i n  d a t e .   O n ce  aga i n  t h e  t yp i ca l  S e th  n os e  

an d  ea r s  a re  p r e s en t  b u t  t h e  t a i l  i s  mi s s in g ;  aga i n ,  an  a s i n i n e  

o r i g i n  i s  s u gges t ed .    An o t he r  com b f ro m a  g r av e  i n  t h e  sam e  

cem et e r y w as  a l s o  f o un d  w hi ch ,  a l t h ou gh  i t s  h ead  an d  t a i l  a r e  

m i s s in g ,  p r ob ab l y d ep i c t ed  th e  s am e an im al  (T e  V el d e  196 7 :  8 ) .   
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T h e  M an ch es t e r  Mus eum  co l l e c t io n  pos s es se s  t h e  ex am ple  f ou nd  

b y A yr t o n  ( acces s io n  n umb er  5 07 6) ;  i t  i s  s ho w n i n  F i gu re  4 .   

T h e r e  h av e  b een  man y a t t em pt s  o v er  t h e  co u rs e  o f  t h e  s tu d y o f  

E g yp t o l o g y t o  i d en t i f y t h e  so  ca l l ed  ‘S et h -an i ma l ’ .   Th ese  h av e  

i n c lu d ed  a  p i g ,  a  g i r a f f e ,  an  an t ea t e r ,  a  w a r t -h o g  an d  an  o k ap i  

( T e  Ve ld e  1 96 7 :  13 ;  W at t e r s on  1 98 4 :  1 1 2 ;  M an l iu s  20 02 :  2 4 - 31 )  

am on gs t  o th e r s .   I  w o u l d  ag r ee  w i th  Th om as  (2 00 4 :  1 04 9)  i n  

i d en t i f yi n g  t h e  an im al  wi t h  t h e  A f r i c an  wi l d  do g ,  L yca on  p i c t us .   

A p a r t  f r om  h e r  ev id en ce  fo r  t h i s  i den t i f i c a t io n -  l a r ge  e r ec t  ea r s ,  

t h e  t a i l ,  wh i ch  i s  s l i gh t l y b u s h y o r  t u f t ed  a t  t h e  en d ,  an d  

f r eq uen t l y h e l d  up r i gh t  wh en  s t an d i n g ,  ru nn in g  o r  a t  t im es  o f  

aggr e s s io n ,  fu r t h e r  p ro o f  i s  po ss i b l y p r o v i ded  b y t h e  D akh l eh  

O as i s  P r o j ec t  ex cav a t io ns  wh i ch  h av e  r e v ea l ed  m an y d ep i c t io ns  

o f  S e t h  o n  an  o u t c ro p  w hi ch  t h e  P r o j ec t  h as  nam ed  ‘S e t h  R o ck ’ ;  

t h i s  ro ck  a l so  h a s  m an y cav es  an d  ho le s  i n  i t s  s u r f ace  w hi ch  t h e  

t e am  b e l i ev e  co u ld  h av e  b een  th e  l a i r s  o f  wi l d  do gs  ( Ik r am  –  

p e r so n a l  comm un ica t i on ) .  

Bau m gar t e l  (1 95 5 :  3 4 )  r em ark s  th a t  t he  com bs  “fo rm t h e  o n l y  

e v i den ce  o f f e r ed  in  f a vou r  o f  t h e  o p in io n  th a t  S e t h  w as  a l r ead y  

w or sh i pp ed  du r in g  N aq ad a  I .   Th i s  m ay  b e  so  b u t  f u r t he r  

ev i dence  i s  n eeded  t o  make  i t  c er t a i n” .   H ow ev e r  t h i s  m ay b e  t h e  

o n l y ev id en ce  t h a t  i s  eve r  fo r t h com in g  and  p e r haps  an  o pen  mi nd  

s ho u l d  b e  k ep t  o n  th e  s ub j ec t .   S u rp r i s i n g l y,  g i v en  h er  n o t e  o f  

c au t io n  qu o t ed  ab ov e ,  sh e  l a t e r  s t a t e s  ( 1 95 5 :  3 6 ) ,  “tha t  t h e  

r e l ig io n  o f  Na qa da  I  mus t  ha ve  con s i s t ed  i n  t h e  cu l t  o f  an i mal s ,  

t r ee s  an d  an  a n t hro p om or ph ou s  f e r t i l i t y  goddes s ,”  b u t  t h en  

co n c l ud es  (1 95 5 :  50 ) ,  “Se th  may  have  been  t he i r  ch i e f  god .”  

T e  V eld e  (1 96 7 :  10 )  su gges t s  t ha t  Baum gar t e l  m ay h av e  been  

i n f lu en ced  in  t h i s  dec i s io n  b y n o n - a r ch aeo l o gi ca l  m at e r i a l .   In  

l a t e r  E g yp t i an  t r ad i t i o n ,  S e th  i s  o f t en  ca l l ed  th e  ‘L or d  o f  

O m bo s ’ ,  a  s i t e  w hich  eq u a t es  t o  P e t r i e ’ s  ‘ So u th  T o wn ’  a t  

N aq ada .   Ho w ev e r ,  n o  r ep re s en ta t io ns  o f  t he  S e t h  an im al  h av e  

b een  f ou nd  in  t h i s  l o ca t io n  o r  i nd eed  an y ev i d en ce  o f  a  

P r ed yn as t i c  S e th  s h r i ne  o r  t em pl e .   T h i s  l a t t e r  po i n t  i s  p e r h aps  

n o t  s u rp r i s in g  a s  an y s u ch  sh r i n e  o r  t em pl e  o f  t h a t  d a t e  w o u l d  

n o t  h av e  been  con s t r uc t ed  in  s to n e  bu t  b u i l t  o f  p e r i sh ab l e  

m at e r i a l s .   Em er y ( 1 9 61 :  1 19 - 12 0)  m ak es  a  m uch  s t ro n ger  

s t a t em en t :  “In  ear l y  t imes ,  t h es e  Se t h -w or sh i pp in g  p eo p l e  w er e  a  

ve r y  p ow er f u l  s ec t io n  o f  t he  p o pu l a t i on  o f  t h e  N i l e  va l l ey ,  

occupy i ng  a  l arge  a r ea  o f  Upper  Egyp t  c en t r ed  round  Ombos .”       
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C om par ed  t o  t h e  Bad a r i an  p er io d  th e re  w e r e  m an y m o r e  

s e t t l em en t s  a l on g  th e  Ni l e  v a l l e y i n  t he  N aqad a  I  p e r i od .  T h es e  

s e t t l em en t s  d emo ns t r a t e  i n c r eas in g  m at e r i a l  w ea l t h ,  su gges t in g  

t h a t  t h e  N aq ad a  I  peo p l e  w e r e  l ead i n g  a  mo r e  s e t t l ed  ex i s t en ce  

w h ich  m ay h av e  enco u r aged  t h e  d ev e lo pm ent  o f  a  mo r e  fo r ma l  

r e l i g i on .    I f  Bau mgar t e l  and  Em er y a r e  co r r ec t ,  t h i s  cou l d  h av e  

r e s u l t ed  i n  Se th  b e in g  th e  f i r s t  ‘ s t a t e ’  go d ,  c e r t a in l y h e  was  

c l os e l y a s s oc i a t ed  w i t h  th e  k i n gsh i p  in  Ea r l y D yn as t i c  t im es  

( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  37 ) .  

4 . 4  Th e  Gerzean  (N aq ada  I I )  cu l tu re  in  An ci en t  Eg yp t .    

T hi s  cu l t u re  i s  n a med  a f t e r  t h e  t yp e  s i t e  a t  e l - G e rz a  wh ich  l i e s  5  

k i l om et r es  t o  t h e  no r th eas t  o f  t h e  Me id um  p yr am i d .    T h er e  h as  

b een  mu ch  co n j ec tu r e  as  t o  wh e t h er  t h i s  p e r i od  m er e l y i l l u s t ra t es  

an  ex p an s io n  b y t h e  N aqad a  I  p eo p l e  f r o m t h e i r  s i t e s  i n  t h e  

N aq ada /M at mar  a r ea  ( Mid an t -R eyn es  19 9 2 :  18 7 )  o r  t h e  i n f l ux  o f  

a  p eo p l e  po ss e s s i ng  a  su p e r io r  cu l tu re  f r om th e  e a s t  ( Bau m gar t e l  

1 9 55 :  3 8 ) .   C e r t a i n l y t h e  bu r i a l s  o f  t h i s  p e r io d  d i f fe r ed  f r o m 

t ho s e  o f  t h e  N aq ada  I  p e r i od  in  t h a t  t h e  p r ec i s e  po s i t i on  o f  t h e  

b o d y s een  i n  t h e  ea r l i e r  p e r i od ,  w as  no  l on ge r  ad h e red  to ;  a l s o  

t h e  us e  o f  t h e  co f f in  began  t o  em er ge ,  i n i t i a l l y  m ad e  f ro m 

b ask e t r y,  t hen  c l ay  and  f i na l l y  w o o d .   T he  s t ru c t u r e  o f  t he  tom b s  

b ecam e  m or e  co mplex ,  e sp ec i a l l y  t h ose  b e l on g in g  to  t h e  e l i t e  

( M id an t -R eyn es  199 2 :  1 87 ) .     

T h e  wi d e  r an ge  o f  b u r i a l s  encou n t e r ed  w i th in  G e rz ean  

cem et e r i e s ,  r an g in g  f r om sm al l  ro un d  p i t s  wi t h  h a rd l y an y  

f u n e ra r y eq u i pm en t  t o  o n es  w i th  co f f in s  and  s ep ar a t e  

co mp a r tm en t s  fo r  gr av e  goo ds ,  r e f l e c t  t h e  g r o wi n g  d i v e rs i t y  i n  

t h e  so c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  w h i ch  w as  b eco min g  mo r e  h i e r a r ch i ca l  

( M id an t -R eyn es  199 2 :  1 88 ) .    Th r ee  p r i nc ip a l  c en t r e s  app ea r  t o  

h av e  d ev e l op ed  du r i n g  t he  N aq ad a  I I  p e r io d :   N aq ad a ,  

H i e r ak on po l i s  an d  A b yd o s  ( Mi d an t -R eyn es  1 99 2 :  1 98 ) .   Th e  f i r s t  

o f  t he s e  w as  a l s o  kn o wn  as  ‘Nub t ’  ( t ow n  o f  go ld ) ,   i n d i ca t i n g  i t s  

i mp or t an t  a s so c i a t io n  w i th  t he  go l d  min es  o f  t h e  E as t e r n  D es e r t ,   

an d  ce r t a i n l y i n  t h e  P yr am i d  T ex t s ,  S e t h  b ecom es  kn ow n a s  ‘S e t h  

o f  N u b t ‘  ( s ee  th i s  t h e s i s  page  61 ) .   In  s p i t e  o f  i t s  l on g  h i s to r y 

t h ro u gho u t  t h e  N aqad a  I  an d  I I  p h as es ,  N aq ada  w as  ev en tu a l l y  

e c l i ps ed  b y H i e r ako n po l i s  ( ‘ t h e  c i t y  o f  t he  hawk’ )  a s  t h e  w o rs h i p  

o f  Ho ru s  b ecam e mo r e  p op u l a r ,  cu l mina t i n g  i n  h i s  r i s e  t o  b ecom e 

t h e  p r edo min an t  s t a t e  god .   Ex cav a t i ng  a t  H i e r ako np o l i s ,  Q u i be l l  

an d  G r een  d i s co v e red  a  d am aged  l a r g e ,  vo t iv e  m aceh ead  (F i gu r e s  

5  an d  6 ) .  
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F i gu r e  3 :   A  b ow l  f r o m t om b H2 9  a t  e l - M ah asn a  d ecor a t ed  wi t h  

f o u r  h ip po po t ami  ( co p yr i gh t  M an ches t e r  Mu seum  A N  5 069 ) .  
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F i gu r e  4 :   A  h a i r  co mb  f r om  e l -M ahasn a  wi t h  t h e  Se th - an i ma l  

d ep i c t ed  up on  i t  (M an ch es t e r  M us eum  AN  5 07 6 ,  co p yr i gh t  P .  J .  

T u rn e r ) .   N ow  b r oken  i n to  t wo  p i ece s ,  o r i g in a l l y  t h e  dep ic t i on  o f  

t h e  an im al  wo u ld  hav e  b een  a t t a ch ed  by  i t s  l egs  t o  t h e  r i gh t  o f  

t h e  comb  p i ece .  
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T hi s  maceh ead ,  now  ho us ed  i n  t h e  A sh mo lean  Mu s eum ,  Ox f or d ,  

d ep i c t s  a  r u l e r  n o w k no wn  as  ‘ Sco rp i on ’  (Whi t eho us e  2 009 :  19 -

2 5 ) .   Th e  m aceh ead  i s  ca r v ed  w i th  r ep re s en t a t i on s  sh o wn  in  

t h ree  r eg i s t e r s ,  t h e  f i r s t  dep i c t in g  d ead  b i r ds  ( t h e  h i e r o gl yp h  

d eno t in g  “comm on  p eop l e” )  h an gi n g  f ro m v ar io us  rxyt s t and a r ds  

s u rm ou n t ed  b y r ep re s en t a t i on s  o f  t h e  lo ca l  go ds  w i th  wh ich  

t h es e  s t and a rd s  a r e  a s s o c i a t ed .   Em er y  ( 19 61 :  42 )  p ro po sed  t h a t  

t h i s  r ep r es en t ed  t he  s t an d a rd s  o f  t h e  so u t h er n  t r i b e s  f ro m U pp e r  

E g yp t ,  wi th  t h e  rxyt   b i r ds  r ep r es en t i n g  w h a t  h e  t e r med  t he  

‘ C on f ed e r a t i on  o f  t h e  No r t h ’  ( Lo w er  Eg yp t ) .  T h e  wh o l e  

d ep i c t io n  m a y i n d ica t e  t h a t  t h e  so u th er n  t r i b es  l ed  b y S co r p i on  

h ad  con qu e r ed  t ho se  o f  t h e  no r t h .   I  d i s ag r ee ,  and  b e l i ev e  th a t  

M id an t -R eyn es  ( 200 6 :  2 49 )  i s  co r r ec t  i n  h e r  i n t e rp r e t a t ion  o f  

t h i s  r eg i s t e r :  t h a t  i t  d ep i c t s  t h e  s t an d ar d s  o f  t h e  t r i b es  t ha t  

S cor p i on  h ad  co nqu e r ed  i n  t h e  so u t h .   Im p o r t an t l y ,  t h e  t h i r d  an d  

f i f t h  o f  t h es e  s t anda r d s  app ea r  t o  h av e  a  S e t h  an im al  a t op  th em ,  

an d  th e r e fo r e ,   I  b e l i ev e  th a t  t h i s  m aceh ead  d ep i c t s  t h e  f i r s t  

s t ep s  t o war ds  a  un i t ed  E g yp t :  S co rp i on ,  a s  t h e  k i n g  o f  t he  t r i b e  

b a s ed  a t  Hi e r ak on po l i s  (Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  3 9 )  wh i ch  w o rsh ip p ed  

H o r us ,  t h e  h aw k  god ,  h as  s ub ju ga t ed  o t h er  t r i b es ,   i n c lu d in g  th e  

o n e  th a t  wo rs h i pp ed  S e t h  a t  Nu b t .   T h i s  v i c t o r y m a y a l s o  h av e  

cau s ed  th e  s u rv i v i ng  m em b ers  o f  t h e  Se t h  wo r sh i pp e r s  t o  f l e e  t o  

Lo w er  E g yp t  an d  r e l o ca t e  t o  t h e  n o r th ea s t e r n  a r e a  o f  t h e  D e l t a  

w h e r e ,  a s  w i l l  b e  d i s cu ss ed  l a t e r ,  S e t h  came  t o  h av e  a  n um b er  o f  

t o wns  as so c i a t ed  wi th  h i m.   Fu r th e r  ev id en ce  t o  po ss i b l y  su pp o r t  

t h i s  co n c l us i on  com es  f ro m t h e  ‘Ki ng  S co rp io n  T ab leau ’ ,  an  

e i gh t een  b y t w en t y i n ch  s cen e  ca r v ed  in to  a  l im es to n e  c l i f f  a t  

G eb e l  T j au t i  ( D ar ne l l  2 00 2 :  9 - 19 ) .   Th i s  ca r v ed  s cen e  h as  b een  

i n t e rp r e t ed  b y D a r n e l l  a s  s ho wi n g  a  t r i u mp h a l  p ro ces s i on  o f  

K i n g  S co rp io n ,  a f t e r  h e  had  con qu e r ed  t h e  r i v a l  k i n g  and  t o wn  o f  

N aq ada ,  i n  w h i ch  th e  r iv a l  k in g  i s  b e in g  l ed  aw a y t o  p ub l i c  

ex ecu t i on  (Wenk e  2 0 09 :  2 29 - 23 0) .   Da r n e l l  (2 00 2 :  1 9 -2 2)  a l so  

d e s c r ib e s  a  t ab l eau  f ou nd  a t  G eb e l  T j au t i  d ep i c t i n g  a  Ho ru s  k i n g  

an d  a  S e t h  f i gu r e  su gges t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  m a y s h ow  e i t h e r  t he  H or us  

k in g ,  wi t h  t h e  a s s i s t an ce  o f  t he  p o w er  r ep r es en t ed  b y t h e  S e t h  

an im al ,  ex t en d i n g  h i s  d omi n i on  a lo n g th e  A l am at  T a l  R oad  o r  

p os s i b l y r ep r e s en t in g  th e  w es t  b an k  o f  t h e  N i l e ,  wi t h  i t s  

m ou n t a i ns ,  a s  t h e  ho m e o f  S e t h  and  the  cu l t i v a t ed  l and  as  t h a t  o f  

H o r us .  I f  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t he s e  i s  t h e  co r rec t  i n t e r p r e t a t i on  th en  th i s  

i s  t h e  f i r s t  d ep i c t i on  o f  t h e  i d ea  t h a t  t h e  k in g  n eed e d  t o  be  an  

am al gam at io n  o f  t he  po w ers  o f  H o ru s  an d  Se th .   R ecen t  w o r k  b y 

t h e  G e rm an  Ar ch aeo lo g i ca l  In s t i t u t e  a t  Ab yd o s  h as  u n ear t h ed  a  

l a r ge  t omb  ( d e s i gna t ed  Tom b UJ )  wh ich  h a s  b een  a t t r i bu t ed  t o  

K i n g  S co rp io n .   Th i s  t om b con t a in s  t he  o l d es t  ex t an t  
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p h on e t i c a l l y  r e ad ab l e  ev i d en ce  o f  h i e ro g l yp h i c  w r i t i n g  on  s ea l s ,  

an d  sm al l  i n s c r i b ed  l ab e l s  w h i ch  m ay h av e  b een  u sed  a s  w i ne  

l ab e l s .   Amo n gs t  t he s e  l ab e l s  a r e  so m e w hi ch  ap p ear  t o  h av e  

r ep r es en t a t i on s  o f  t h e  god  S e t h  up on  th em ( D re ye r  1 9 98 :  1 2 0 -

1 2 1 ;  S cho e r  2 00 4 :  3 7 ;  W en ke  2 00 9 :  23 1 ) .   Th i s  w ou ld  s ugges t  

t h a t ,  i f  t h e s e  a r e  wi n e  l ab e l s ,  t h en  e i th e r  t h e  win e  cam e f r om  

v in e ya r d s  t ha t  b e lon ged  t o  t empl e s  d ed i ca t ed  t o  t h e  wo r sh ip  o f  

S e t h  o r  i t  w as  re s e rv ed  f o r  us e  in  t h e se  t emp l es .   T h i s  i s  f u r t h e r  

ev id ence  t h a t  t h e  wo r sh ip  o f  S e th  w as  p r ev a l en t  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  and  

t h a t  h i s  t empl e s  w er e  o f  s u f f i c i en t  i mpo r t an ce  to  p oss e s s  e s t a t es  

o r  t o  b e  ab l e  t o  pu rch as e  t h e  p ro du ce  o f  es t a t e s .  

4 . 5  Su mma ry  

A l t ho u gh  th e r e  a r e  f ew  wr i t t en  r eco r ds  f r om th i s  p e r io d  the  

ex i s t en ce  o f  m od e l s  o f  h ip po po t ami  an d  iv o r y co m bs  t ha t  

p os s i b l y d ep i c t  t he  S e th - an im al  ap p ear  t o  i n d i ca t e  t h a t  t he  

w o rs h i p  o f  t h i s  go d  m ay b e  t r aced  b ack  t o  t h i s  t im e .   C er t a i n l y 

t h e  P r ed yn as t i c  ru l e r s  o f  N aqad a ,  j ud g i n g  f r om  th e  s i z e  an d  

s p l end ou r  o f  t h e  bu r i a l s ,  ap pea r  t o  h ave  con t r o l l ed  an  a r ea  o f  

s om e  s i z e  and  t h e i r  l o ca l  god ,  Se th ,  was  c lo s e l y a s so c i a t ed  wi t h  

t h e  k in gs h i p  i n  E a r l y D yn as t i c  t im es  (Wi l k i ns on  1 99 9 :  3 7 ) .  T h e  

d ep i c t io n  o f  t h e  S e t h -an i ma l  up on  t he  S cor p i on  m aceh ead  w ou ld  

s u gges t  a  p i c t o r i a l  d ep i c t io n  o f  t h e  con q ues t  o f  t h e  f o l l ow er s  o f  

S e t h  b y t h e  fo l lo w er s  o f  H o rus ,  p av in g  th e  w a y f o r  t h e  

u n i f i c a t io n  o f  E g yp t  i n to  o n e  s t a t e  w i th  Ho r us  a s  i t s  m aj o r  g o d ,  

b u t  wi t h  an  i mp or t an t  ro l e  fo r  S e t h  as  w e  s ha l l  s ee  i n  t h e  n ex t  

ch ap t e r .   
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F i gu r e  5 :  T h e  Sco rp io n  M aceh ead  ( A sh mo lean  Mu s eum ,  Ox f or d )  

co p yr i gh t  P .  J .  T u rn e r .  
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Fi gu r e  6 :   Sk e t ch  o f  on e  o f  t h e  S e t h  an im al  s t and a r ds  d ep i c t ed  

u p on  th e  S co r p io n  m aceh ead  ( f rom  Wh i t eh ou s e  20 09 :  22 ) .  
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5 .T HE E A RL Y D YN A STI C PE RI OD  A N D  THE  OL D  

KI N GD O M 31 00  to  21 81  B . C. E .  

5 . 1  I n t rodu c t io n  

T hi s  ch ap t e r  d ea l s  w i t h  t h e  p e r io d  f r om  ap pr ox im at e l y 3 1 0 0  

B . C . E .  t o  21 81  B .C . E . ,  an d  ex amin es  th e  co n t i nu ed  s t ru gg l e  

b e tw een  t h e  f o l l ower s  o f  H or us  an d  tho s e  o f  S e t h ,  a  s i t u a t io n  

t h a t  app ea rs  t o  h ave  no t  b een  s e t t l ed  un t i l  t h e  r e i gn  o f  

K h asek em w y.   Su bs equ en t l y t h e  im por t an ce  o f  S e th  was  

r e f l e c t ed  i n  t h e  t i t l e :  ‘Sh e  w ho  s ees  Ho ru s  an d  S e t h ’ ,  bo rn e  b y 

t h e  qu een s  o f  t h e  Ol d  Ki n gdo m.   S e t h ’ s  ro l e  i n  t h e  P yr am i d  

T ex t s  i s  a l s o  ex amin ed .   

5 . 2  Th e  U ni f i ca t i on  o f  Eg yp t .  

O n  t he  S co r p i on  maceh ead  t h e  k in g  i s  d ep i c t ed  w ea r i n g  th e  

Wh i t e  Cr o wn  o f  U pp e r  E g yp t  ( Mo o r ey 1 9 88 :  1 5 ) ;  t h i s  h as  l ed  

s cho la r s  t o  b e l i ev e  t h a t  h e  w as  o n l y k in g  o f  t h i s  r eg io n  ( E m er y 

1 9 61 :  4 3 )  and  n o t  o f  Lo w er  E g yp t  wh er e  h e  wo u l d  h av e  been  

d ep i c t ed  w ea r in g  th e  R ed  C r ow n.   Th i s  m a y b e  t r ue ;  ho wev e r ,  he  

co u l d  h av e  b een  d ep i c t ed  wea r i n g  t h i s  c r ow n  on  t h e  m is s in g  s i d e  

o f  t he  m aceh ead .    T h e  r ed  c ro w n  app ea r s  t o  h av e  o r i g in a t ed  a t  

N aq ada  an d  th e  w h i t e  c r o wn  a t  Hi e r ako n po l i s  (Wi lk in so n  1 99 9 :  

4 8 -4 9 ) .   I f  t h i s  i s  co r r ec t  t h en  th e  r ed  c r o wn  wo u ld  h av e  

s ym b o l i s ed  a  n o r the r n  p ow er  to  t h e  P red yn as t i c  r u l e r s  o f  

H i e r ak on po l i s  a l l ow i n g  f o r  t h e  l a t e r  a s so c i a t io n  o f  t h e  tw o  

c r o wn s  wi th  Lo w er  ( r ed )  an d  Up p e r  (w h i t e )  E g yp t .   In  18 9 8  

Q u ib e l l  d i s cov e r ed  a t  H i e r ako np o l i s  t he  f am ou s  N a rm er  pa l e t t e  

( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  68 ) ,  d ep ic t in g  N a rmer ’ s  t r i u mp h  i n  un i t i n g  

b o t h  U pp e r  and  Lo w er  E g yp t  i n to  o n e  cou n t r y.   N ar m er ,  l i k e  t h e  

r e s t  o f  t he  k in gs  o f  D yn as t i es  1  an d  2 ,  o r i g in a t e d  f r om Th i n i s  

n ea r  A b yd o s .   On  on e  s id e  o f  t h i s  p a l e t t e  N ar m er  i s  dep i c t ed  

w ea r in g  t h e  W hi t e  C r ow n and  sm i t i n g  a  c ap t i v e   i n  t h e  p re s en ce  

o f  t he  haw k - go d  ( p r e s um ab l y H o r u s ) ,  an d  on  t h e  ob v er s e  h e  i s  

s ho w n w ear in g  th e  R ed  C r ow n and  o v er s ee i n g  t he  r ev i ewin g  o f  

d ecap i t a t ed  p r i s on er s  (Sh aw and  N i ch o l so n  19 95 :  19 6) .   Wh e th e r  

t h i s  pa l e t t e  a c tu a l ly  d ep i c t s  t h e  o ccas i on  o f  N a rm er ’ s  t r i u mp h  o r  

w as  com mis s io n ed  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e  t o  com memo r a t e  t h e  r i t ua l  r e -

en ac t m en t  o f  t he  o cca s i on  i s  d eb a t ab l e  (Wi lk ins on  19 99 :  6 8 )  bu t  

s cho la r s  a r e  ag r eed  th a t  h e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  k in g  o f  D yn as t y 1  an d  th i s  

ev en t  i s  u su a l l y  d a t ed  t o  a ro un d  31 00  B . C . E .   U n l i k e  t h e  

S cor p i on  m aceh ead  th e r e  a r e  no  d ep i c t i on s  o f  S e t h  on  t h e  

N a r m er  p a l e t t e .  A  recen t  d i s cuss io n  abo u t  t he  i con o gr ap hy o f  t h e  

N a r m er  P al e t t e  i s  g i v en  b y O ’ Co nn o r  (2 0 11 :  1 45 - 15 2) .  
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5 . 3  Th e  F ir s t  Dy na s ty  

I t  i s  n o w agr eed  ( Do ds on  an d  Hi l to n  20 0 4 :  44 )  t h a t  t h e  s eq u en ce  

o f  k in gs  f o r  t h i s  Dyn as t y ( c3 1 00  t o  30 0 0  B .C . E . )  ru ns :  

N a r m er ,  A h a ,  D je r ,  D je t ,  D en ,  An ed j ib ,  S em erk he t ,  an d  Q aa .  

A l l  o f  t h e s e  ru l e r s  b u i l t  t om bs  a t  A b yd os  whi ch  w e r e  o r ig i n a l l y  

ex cav a t ed  b y A m el i n eau  and  t h en  b y P e t r i e  (Wi l k in so n  19 9 9 :  4 -

5 ) .   T h es e  to mb s  we r e  un deco r a t ed  s o  ev id ence  fo r  t h e i r  o w n er s  

h a s  ma in l y co m e  f ro m s ea l  imp r es s i ons  o n  j a r s  o f  wi n e  an d  f oo d  

( P e t r i e  1 90 1 :  82 ) .   A l l  o f  N a rm er ’ s  s ucce s so rs  h ad  a  ‘ H oru s  

n am e’  whi ch  con s i s t ed  o f  t h ree  e l em en t s :   a  ph r a se  wr i t t en  

w i t h i n  a  p an e l  t h a t  s t yl i s t i c a l l y  d ep i c t ed  t h e  pa l ace  f acade ,  

s u rm ou n t ed  b y a  f a l con  s ym b ol i s i n g  Ho r us  (Wi l k in so n  199 9 :  

2 0 1) .   M an y o f  t h es e  ru l e r s  o f  D yn as ty  1  h ad  H or us  n ames  whi ch  

ex p r es s ed  an  aggr e s s i v e  na tu r e ,  e . g .  Ah a  ( ‘H o rus  t h e  f i gh t e r ’ ) ,  

D j e r  ( ‘ Ho ru s  th e  s t r o n g ’ )  and  Qaa  ( ‘ a rm - r a i s in g  H or us ’ )  

( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  20 2 ) .  T h i s  su gges t s  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t im e  the  

au th or i t y  o f  Ho ru s ,  and  h en ce  t h e  k i n g  w as  r e l i an t  up o n  h i s  

m i l i t a r y m i gh t  and  t h a t  t h e  com pl e t e  un i f i c a t i on  o f  E g yp t  w as  

s t i l l  i n  p ro ces s .  

A h a  f ou nd ed  M emph i s  as  a  n ew  cap i t a l  c i t y  f o r  t h e  un i t ed  

co un t r y.   I t s  p os i t i o n  ju s t  so u t h  o f  t h e  ap ex  o f  t h e  De l t a  

i l l u s t r a t es  t h a t  i t s  s i t e  w as  cho s en  b ecau s e  i t  h ad  a  

geo gr ap h i ca l l y  go o d  pos i t i on  t o  ex e r t  i n f lu en ce  ov e r  bo th  U pp e r  

an d  Lo w er  E g yp t  ( E m er y 1 9 6 1 :  51 ) .   T h e  f ac t  t h a t  t h e  k in gs  s t i l l  

ch os e  t o  be  b u r i ed  a t  A b yd o s  r a t h e r  t han  a t  t h e  M em ph i t e  

c em et e r y a t  S aq q ara  w ou l d  app ea r  t o  i n d i ca t e  t ha t  t h ey a l l  s t i l l  

h ad  a l l eg i an ce  to  Th in i s  and  h en ce  t o  H o r us  a s  i t s  l oca l  go d .     

Cl os e  b y A h a ’ s  t omb  t en  do nk e y b u r i a l s  w er e  d i s co v e red  (R os se l  

e t  a l  2 00 8 :  3 61 7 -37 1 7) .   I t  h as  b een  su gges t ed  t h a t  t h e se  w e r e  

b u r i ed  b y t h e  k i n g  t o  mee t  h i s  t r an sp or t a t io n  needs  i n  t h e  

a f t e r l i f e  bu t  g i ven  t h e  as so c i a t i on  o f  d o nk eys  an d  S e t h  (T e  V eld e  

1 9 67 :  2 6 )  cou l d  th i s  b e  ev id en ce  o f  h i s  wo rs h i p?   We  wi l l  r e tu r n  

t o  t h i s  qu es t i on  d u r i n g  t he  H yk s o s  p e r io d  ( s ee  be lo w,  s ec t i on  

7 . 5 ) .   

T h e  to mb  o f  A h a’ s  m ot he r ,  N e i t h -h o t ep ,  w as  d i s cov e r ed  b y  d e  

M o r gan  i n  18 97  a t  N aq ada .   T h i s  t o wn  ( s ee  ab ov e ,  p age  18 )  was  

i mp or t an t  d u r in g  the  P r ed yn as t i c  P e r i od  an d  th e  m ar r i age  o f  

N a r m er  t o  a  p r i n ces s  f ro m th i s  r eg io n  m a y w e l l  h av e  b een  

p o l i t i c a l  an d  h e lp ed  t o  c em en t  r e l a t i on sh ip s  b e t ween  N aq ad a  and  

T h i n i s  (Wi l k i ns on  1 9 99 :  7 0 ) .     Mer ene i t h ,  a l t ho u gh  in i t i a l l y  
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t ho u gh t  b y P e t r i e  t o  be  a  k i n g ,  i s  no w ackn o wl ed ged  to  be  a  

q u een ,  t h e  mo th e r  o f  Den .   I t  i s  su rm is ed  th a t  Dj e t  d i ed  w h i l s t  

D en  w as  s t i l l  a  ch i ld  an d  th a t  M er en e i th  a c t ed  as  a  r egen t  u n t i l  

t h e  bo y w as  d eem ed  t o  b e  o f  an  age  to  r u l e  i n d ep end en t l y  

( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  74 ) .   In t e r es t in g l y,  t h e  q u een s  o f  D yn as t y 1  

b o r e  t h e  t i t l e  ‘S h e  w ho  s ees  Hor us - and -Se th ’  (S ab b ah y 1 9 9 3 :  

8 1 ) :  







  

 T h i s  m ay h av e  in d i ca t ed  th a t ,  a s  t h e  w i f e  o f  t h e  ph a r ao h ,  s h e  

r eco gn i s ed  b o t h  god s  in  h e r  hu sb and  o r  i t  m ay h av e  b een  a  t i t l e  

s imi l a r  t o  t h e  N ebty  ( i . e .  ‘T w o Lad i e s ’ )  n am e t h a t  l i nk ed  th e  

p h a r ao h  wi t h  th e  pa t ro n  go d dess e s  o f  U p p er  an d  Lo w er  Eg yp t ,  i n  

t h i s  c as e  l i nk i n g  t he  qu e en  t o  t h e  t wo  go d s  a s s o c i a t ed  wi th  

U p p er  an d  Lo w er  Eg yp t ,  i . e .  H o rus  and  S e t h .  

D u r i n g  t h e  r e i gn  o f  D en  t h e re  a r e  sev er a l  r e f e r en ces  t o  

h ip po po tamu s  hu n t in g ;  a  s ea l in g  a t t r i bu t ed  to  h im  sh o ws  b o t h  a  

f i gu r e  w ea r in g  th e  R ed  C r ow n a s s oc i a t ed  wi t h  Lo w er  E g yp t  and  

s t an d in g  in  a  pap yr u s  sk i f f  h a rp oo n i n g  a  h ip po po t amu s  

( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  27 4  and  F i gu r e  8 .4 )  an d ,  u nu su a l l y,  w r e s t l i n g  

w i t h  a  h i pp o po t amu s  (Wi lk i ns on  1 99 9 :  2 75  an d  F i gur e  8 .4 ) .   

Wi l k i ns on  ( 1 99 9 :  29 8 )  su gges t s  t ha t  t h e s e  f i gu r es  i nd ica t e  t h a t  

t h e  k in g ,  a s  u ph o l de r  o f  co smi c  o r de r ,  w as  co n t r o l l i n g  an  an im a l  

t h a t  i s  r ep r es en t in g  th e  u n t am ed  an d  aggr e s s iv e  fo r ces  o f  n a t u r e ,  

r a th e r  t h an  d es t r o yi n g  S e t h .   Th i s  m ay b e  so  b u t  g i v en  t he  

ea r l i e r  r ep r e s en t a t io ns  o f  h ip po po t amu s es  ( s ee  abo v e ,  p age  1 9 )  i t  

i s  po ss i b l e  t h a t ,  even  b y t h i s  s t age ,  t he  h i pp op o t am us  h ad  co m e 

t o  r ep r e sen t  o n e  a sp ec t  o f  S e t h .   A ccor d in g  t o  M an e t ho  (W ad d e l l  

2 0 04 :  2 9 ) ,  A h a  w as  k i l l ed  b y a  h i pp opo t amu s ,  p os s i b l y 

i nd ica t in g  th a t  a  r i t u a l  hu n t  and  s ub s eq u en t  k i l l i n g  o f  t h i s  

c r ea tu r e  w as  ex p ec t ed  o f  t h e  l i v in g  k in g .  

D en ’s  r e i gn  a l so  s ee s  t he  f i r s t  a t t e s t ed  us e  o f  t h e  Go l d en  H o r us  

n am e ( Bak e r  2 00 8 :  5 1 2) .   I t  h as  b een  su gges t ed  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h i s  

r ep r es en t s  Ho ru s ’  v i c t o r y o v e r  S e t h ,  a s  t h e  h i e r o gl yp h  f o r  go l d  

( n ebu )  s ym b o l i s es  S e t h  du e  to  h i s  w o rs h i p  a t  N eb e t  ,   o r  t h a t  i t  

i nd i ca t es  a  co n cep t  o f  t h e  k i n g  b e i n g  a  f a l con  m ad e  o f  go ld  

( W at t e r s on  1 98 4 :  10 0 . )  Ho w ev e r ,  co u ld  i t  be  t h a t  l i ke  t h e  ‘ T wo  

Lad i e s ’  n ame  i t  w as  a  w ay o f  s a yi n g  th a t  t h e  k i n g  w as  

r eco gn i s ed  as  b e i ng  t h e  go d  o f  bo t h  Lo w er  E g yp t  ( S e t h )  an d  

U p p er  E g yp t  ( H o rus )?    C e r t a in l y ,  a s  w e  h av e  s een  in  t h e  

P yr am id  T ex t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  nu mer ou s  m en t i on s  o f  t h e  ‘M oun ds  o f  

H o r us ’  and  th e  ‘M ou n ds  o f  S e th ’ ,  t h ese  b e i n g  t ak en  as  
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r ep r es en t i n g  t he  t wo  r ea lm s  o f  E g yp t  an d  th e  to w ns  an d  v i l l age s  

o f  Lo w e r  an d  Up p er  E g yp t  r es p ec t i v e ly ,  an d  i nd i ca t in g  tha t  ev en  

a f t e r  t h e  un i f i c a t i on  t h e  An c ien t  E g yp t i ans  s t i l l  r e co gn i sed  t h i s  

d iv i s i on  o f  t h e  re a lm  i n to  t wo .    

5 . 4  Th e  S econd  Dyn as ty  

T h e  Secon d  D yn as ty  p o s s i b l y co n s i s t ed  o f  n in e  k i n gs :  

H e t ep s ek h em w y,  N eb r a ,  Ni ne t j e r ,  W en eg ,  S en ed ,  Nu bn e fe r ,  

P e r i bs en ,  Se kh emib - p e r en m aa t  and  K has ekh em ( w y) .   T h e  f i r s t  

f i ve  o f  t he s e  a r e  un i v er s a l l y  a ccep t ed  an d  th e  l a s t  i s  a l so  

ack no wl ed ged  bu t  so m e o f  t h e  i n t e rv en i n g  o n es  a r e  s h ad ow y 

f i gu r es  m en t io n ed  in  on l y a  f ew  s ou r ces ,  su gges t i n g  t ha t  t h i s  w as  

a  t im e  o f  i n t e r n a l  s t r es s  wi th i n  E g yp t  ( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  82 - 83 ) .   

C er t a i n l y,  o n  t h e  Pa l e rm o  S to ne  t h e r e  i s  an  en t r y f r o m  N in e t j e r ’ s  

r e i gn  th a t  r e ads  ‘ F ir s t  f ea s t  o f  dwA-Hr-pt.   A t ta ck i ng  t he  t ow ns  o f  

sm-ra a nd  HA’ .   On  t he  b as i s  t h a t  t h e  nam e  o f  t h e  s eco nd  l oca l i t y  

m a y b e  t r ans l a t ed  as  ‘n o r th  l and ’ ,  E m er y ( 1 9 6 1 :  93 )  i n t e rp r e t ed  

t h i s  a s  s up p re s s io n  o f  a  r eb e l l i o n  i n  Lo w er  E g yp t .   Ce r t a in l y,  

d u r i n g  th e  t i m e  o f  t h e  S eco nd  D yn as t y,  t h e r e  w as  a  s i gn i f i c an t  

d r op  i n  t h e  av er age  h e i gh t  o f  t he  Ni l e ’ s  an nu a l  i nu nd a t io n  

co mp ar ed  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  F i r s t  D yn as t y an d  th i s  cou ld  w e l l  h av e  

ad d ed  t o  t h e  un r es t  b e t w een  th e  n o r th  an d  th e  s ou t h  o f  t he  

co un t r y  ( Wi lk ins on  1 99 9 :  83 ) .   T h i s  b reak do w n i n  cen t r a l  

ad min i s t r a t i o n  i s  fu r th e r  a t t e s t ed  b y t h e  f ac t  t h a t ,  f o l l owi n g  

N i ne t j e r ’ s  r e i gn ,  t he  k i n gsh i p  app ea rs  t o  h av e  b een  h e ld  by  a  

n um b er  o f  s h ad ow y f i gu r e s ,  s u gges t ing  t h a t  a t  an y o n e  t im e  th e r e  

m a y h av e  b een  d i f fe r en t  ru l e r s  i n  d i f fe r en t  a rea s  o f  t h e  co u n t r y 

( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  87 ) .   Fo r  ex am pl e ,  W en eg  i s  on l y a t t e s t ed  i n  

t h e  no r t h  o f  E g yp t ,  and  S en ed  and  P e r i bs en  on l y i n  t h e  so u t h  

( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  88 ) .   So m e au th o rs  (S h aw  an d  Ni cho l son  19 95 :  

2 2 0)  b e l i ev e  th a t  Sek h emi b -p e r en maa t  w as  t h e  n am e h e ld  b y 

P e r i bs en  d u r i n g  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  h i s  r e ign  w h en  th e  cu l t  o f  H o rus  

w as  s t i l l  d omi n an t ,  i n d i ca t ed  b y t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t h e  s er ekh  f r am e  

co n t a i n i n g  th i s  n am e  w as  su rm ou n t ed  b y a  H or us  f a l co n .   

H o w ev e r  l a t e r  i n  h i s  r e i gn ,  S e t h  app ear s  t o  hav e  b een  e l ev a t ed  to  

g r ea t e r  p ro min en ce  and  t h e  k in g  ch an ged  h i s  n am e  an d  t he  

s e r ekh  con t a in in g  i t  i s  s u rm ou n t ed  b y a  Se th  an i m al  (P e t r i e  

1 9 01 :  3 1 ) .   S om e o f  t h e  s ea l i n gs  f ro m h i s  t omb  a t  A b yd o s  b ea r  

t h e  ep i t h e t  i nw  S t t ,  ‘ t r i b u t e  ( o r  co nq ue r o r )  o f  S e t j e t ’ .   Th i s  h a s  

b een  id en t i f i ed  as  S e t h ro e  in  t he  n o r th - ea s t e r n  D e l t a  wh ich  w as  

k n ow n in  l a t e r  t im es  as  a  cu l t  c en t r e  o f  S e th  (W i lk in so n  1 9 99 :  

8 9 -9 0 ) .  I f  t he  t e rm  ‘ t r i bu t e ’  i s  a ccep t ed ,  cou ld  th i s  i n d i ca t e  t h a t  

t h e  fo l l ow ers  o f  S e t h  h ad  b eco m e su f f i c i en t l y  s t ro n g  t o  
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ch a l l en ge  t h e  r u l e  o f  t he  Ho r us  k i n gs  an d  th a t  t h e  on l y w a y t o  

k eep  h i s  t h ro ne  w as  fo r  S ek hemi b  t o  ack no wl ed ge  th i s  and  t o  

ch an ge  h i s  n am e and  a l l eg i ance?   A  f u r t he r  s ea l in g  f rom  A b yd o s  

d ep i c t s  t h e  go d  A sh ,  l a t e r  t o  b e  a s s oc i a t ed  wi th  S e th ,  ho l d i n g  a  

w 3s  s c ep t r e  (P e t r i e  1 90 1 :  p l s  XX I. 1 7 6 ,  XX II . 1 7 8 -9 ;  Wi lk i ns on  

1 9 99 :  1 89  an d  F i gur e  8 . 1 ) .   Th i s  s cep t r e  c am e  to  b e  as so c i a t ed  

w i t h  d i v in e  p o wer  an d  au t ho r i t y .   A  l a t e  S econ d  D yn as t y  

i n s c r i b ed  s t on e  s l ab  f rom  H el wan  b e lo n ge d  to  a  ro ya l  p r i e s t  

c a l l ed  N fr -S Ts ,  ‘ Se th - i s -beau t i f u l ’ ,  f u r t h e r  i nd ica t in g  th e  

p o pu l a r i t y  o f  Se th  a t  t h i s  t i me  (S aad  19 5 7 :  51 - 53 ) .  

T h e  l as t  k in g  o f  t he  D yn as t y o r i g i n a l ly  ap p ea r s  t o  h ave  fav ou r ed  

H o r us ,  a s  t he  f a l con  t op s  h i s  s e r ekh ,  bu t  h e  on l y w ea r s  t he  W hi t e  

C r ow n o f  Up p er  E gyp t  an d  h i s  n ame  i s  t r ans l a t ed  as  ‘ t h e  p o w er  

h a s  app ea r ed ’ .   H i s  c ap i t a l  ap p ea rs  t o  h av e  b een  a t  

H i e r ak on po l i s .   H ow ev e r  a t  s om e  t im e  d ur in g  h i s  r e i gn ,  a s  

a t t e s t ed  b y t h e  in s c r i p t i on s  fo un d  on  a  d i o r i t e  v es s e l ,  h e  

d e f ea t ed  t h e  no r t h e r n  en em y ( Wi lk i nso n  1 99 9 :  91 )  an d  was  ab l e  

t o  r eu n i t e  t h e  cou n t r y.   To  ce l eb r a t e  t h i s  f a c t  he  ch an ged  h i s  

n am e t o  K has ek h em w y ( ‘ the  two  power s  have  appeared ’ )  an d  

t op p ed  h i s  s er ekh  no t  on l y w i th  t h e  Hor u s  f a l con  b u t  a l s o  t h e  

S e t h  an im al  (P e t r i e  1 90 1 :  31 ) .   In t e r es t in g l y,  i n  t h e s e  d ep i c t io ns  

t h e  S e t h  an im a l  w ea r s  t h e  R ed  C ro w n o f  Lo w er  E g yp t  w h i l s t  t he  

f a l co n  w ea rs  t h e  Do u b l e  C r ow n (Wi lk i ns on  1 99 9 :  9 2 ) .   Th i s  m ay 

w e l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  th a t  S e t h  w as  sh o wn  w ea r i n g  t h e  red  

c r o wn .   In  o r de r  t o  c em en t  t h e  r eun i t i ng  o f  Up pe r  an d  Lo w er  

E g yp t ,  K h as ek h emw y m ar r i ed  a  no r t he r n  p r i n cess ,  N em at h ap ,  

an d  a  j a r - s ea l i n g  g iv e s  h e r  t h e  t i t l e ,  ‘Th e  K i ng - b ea r in g  Mo th er ’ .   

La t e r  s h e  w ou l d  b e  r ev er ed  a s  t h e  an ce s t r a l  f i gu r e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  

D yn as t y.  

5 . 5  Th e  Old  Kingdo m   

K h asekh e mw y ap p ea r s  t o  h av e  r eu n i t ed  t h e  l and  wi t h  a  s t ab l e  

c en t r a l i s ed  go v er nm en t  and  an  e f f i c i en t  admi n i s t ra t i ve  sys t em .   

D u r i n g  t h e  nex t  fou r  d yn as t i e s  t h e  pow er  o f  E g yp t  w ou ld  

i n c r ea s e  d r ama t i ca l l y ,  t he  k in g  w ou l d  b e  s een  i n c rea s i n gly  a s  t h e  

r e in ca r na t i on  o f  H or u s  and ,  f ro m t h e  F i f t h  D yn as t y,  s o n  o f  t h e  

s un  god  R e  ( Em er y  1 96 1 :  12 1 ;  Wi l k ins on  1 99 9 :  9 4 ) .  

T h e  f i r s t  k i n g  o f  t he  Th i rd  D yn as t y w a s  N e t j e r i kh e t .   He  w as  

u n do ub t ed l y t h e  son  o f  Kh as ekh em w y a s  a  s ea l in g  f ou nd  a t  Be i t  

K h a l l a f  (G a r s t an g  1 9 07 :  P l a t e  X . 7 )  n a m es  N em at h ap  a s  ‘mo ther  

o f  t h e  dua l  k ing ’ .   Wh y a  n ew D yn as ty  s h o u l d  b egi n  wi th  h im  i s  

s t r an ge  b u t  m ayb e  th e  f in a l  t r i um ph  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  i n  un i t i n g  th e  
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t w o  l and s  w as  o f  su ch  imp o r t an ce  t ha t  h i s  so n  w as  d eemed  t o  

h av e  b een  th e  f i r s t  r u l e r  o f  a  new  D yn as t y.     D u r in g  h i s  r e i gn  

t h e  P yr am i d  A ge  b eg i n s  wi th  t h e  co ns t r u c t io n  o f  h i s  S t ep  

P yr am id  a t  S aq qa r a ,  b r eak in g  wi th  th e  t r ad i t i o n  o f  t h e  r oya l  

t om bs  b e i n g  a t  A b yd os .   Th i s  w as  p e rhap s  b ecaus e  Ne t j e r ik h e t  

w an t ed  to  m ak e  a  s t a t em en t  t o  t h e  S e th  fo l lo w ers  o f  Lo wer  E g yp t  

t o  sh ow  t h a t  t h e  Sou th  n o w co n t r o l l ed  t h e  No r th ,  a  f a c t  

em ph as i s ed  wi t h  the  cou n t r y’ s  p o l i t i c a l  an d  eco no mi c  cen t r e  no w  

b e in g  f ix ed  in  t h e  M emp hi s  a rea  (K ess l e r  2 00 1 :  4 1 ) .   Wha t eve r  

t h e  r e as on ,  h i s  s u cce s so rs  a l s o  m ain t a i n ed  th i s  t r ad i t i on  w i t h  th e  

t om b o f  S ek h em kh e t  a l s o  b e i n g  lo ca t ed  a t  S aq q ar a ,  w h i l s t  Kh ab a  

b u i l t  h i s  La ye r  P yr ami d  a t  Zaw i ye t  e l -A r yan ,  j u s t  so u t h  o f  Giz a  

( D o dso n  20 00 :  88 ) .   A  s ea l i n g  o f  K haba  w as  d i s cov e r ed  a t  

E l ep h an t in e  an d  s ho w s  a  d i v i n e  f i gu r e ,  pos s i b l y A s h ,  h o ld in g  

w h a t  co u l d  w e l l  b e  a  w3 s  s cep t r e  f l anked  b y s e r ekh s  o f  t he  k i n g  

( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 9 :  99 - 10 0 ) .   Hu n i  co n t in u ed  t h e  m ov e  aw ay f r o m  

A b yd o s ,  bu i ld in g  h i s  p yr am i d  a t  Me yd u m.  

T h e  Fo ur th  D yn as ty  ( 2 6 1 3 -2 49 8  B .C .E . )  w as  i n i t i a t ed  wi th  

S n ef e r u ’ s  ma r r i age  to  Hu n i ’ s  d au gh t e r ,  H et ep - he r e s ,  w hos e  t omb  

w as  d i s co v er ed  in  1 9 25  o n  t h e  Giz a  p l a t eau  n ear  t o  h e r  so n  

K h u fu ’s  G r ea t  P yr a m id  ( Rei s n er  1 92 7 :  1 4 ) .    Th e  Fo u r t h  D yn as t y 

r ep r es en t s  a  p eak  in  t h e  r es ou r ces  d evo t ed  to  p yr am i d  bu i ld i n g  

an d  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  r i s e  i n  t h e  w or sh ip  o f  t he  s un - go d  R e ,  t h e  

p yr am i ds  p os s ib l y r ep r es en t i n g  a  m yt h i ca l  ‘ s t a i r c as e ’  up  w hi ch  

t h e  sp i r i t  o f  t h e  d ead  p h a raoh  co u l d  as cend  t o  r e ach  and  j o i n  R e  

i n  t h e  h eav ens .    Th e  im po r t an ce  o f  Re  i s  s ho wn  b y t h e  

i n co rp o r a t i on  o f  h i s  n ame  i n t o  t h e  n am es  o f  t h e  ph a r ao hs ,  e . g .  

D j ed e f - r e  ( ‘ endur ing  l i k e  Re ’ ) ,  Kh a f - re  ( ‘ appear ing  l i ke  Re ’ ) , and  

M en -k au - r e  ( ‘ e t e rna l  l i k e  t h e  sou l s  o f  Re ’ ) .   N ev er th e l e s s  t h e  

t i t l e  ‘ She  who  s ees  Horus  and  Se th ’  w as  s t i l l  fo un d  a s s oc i a t ed  

w i t h  qu eens  o f  t h i s  p e r io d .   I t  occu rs  i n  t h e  t om b,  o n  th e  G iz a  

p l a t eau ,  o f  M er es an k h  wh o  app ea rs  t o  h av e  b een  t h e  d augh t e r  o f  

K h u fu ’s  s on ,  K a i wab ,  and  h i s  w i f e  H e t eph e r es ;  s h e  w as  m ar r i ed  

t o  K ha f r e  (S t r ud wick  2 00 5 :  3 79 - 38 0) .   I t  a l s o  i s  f ou nd  i n  t h e  

m as t ab a  o f  K h am ere r n eb t y I I ,  t h e  d augh t e r  o f  K ha f r e  and  w i f e  o f  

M enk au re ;  sh e  i s  r e f e r r ed  t o  a s  “Th e  mo th er  o f  t h e  k in g  o f  U pp er  

a n d  L ow er  E g yp t , da u gh t e r  o f  t h e  g od  w ho  s ees  Horus  and  Se th” ,   

( Po r t e r  an d  Mos s  19 7 4 :  I I I  ( 1 ) : 1 36 ;  S t r u d wi ck  2 00 5 :  3 81 ) .    

T h e  F i f th  D yn as t y  cam e abo u t  w h en  Us e r k af ,  t h e  g r an ds on  o f  

D j ed e f r e ,  t he  s ho r t - l i v ed  s u cce ss o r  o f  K hu f u ,  m a r r i ed  

K h en tk aw es ,  t h e  d au gh t e r  o f  M enk aur e ,  t hu s  un i t i n g  th e  tw o  

l i n es  o f  d e scen t  f r om  Kh uf u  (C l ayt o n  1 9 94 :  6 1 ) .   On ce  aga i n  
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K h en tk aw es  b ea rs  t h e  t i t l e  “S he  who  see s  Horus  and  Se t h” ,  

( S t r ud wi ck  2 00 5 :  38 2 ) .  Un l ik e  th e i r  Fo u r t h  D yn as t y p r edeces so rs  

t h e  F i f th  D yn as t y p h a r aoh s  on ce  aga in  b u i l t  t h e i r  fu n e r a ry  

m on um en t s  a t  S akka r a ,  a l t ho u gh  t h es e  p yr am id s  w e r e  m uch  

s m al l e r  t h an  p r ev i ou s  s t ru c tu r es .   T h ey a l s o  b u i l t  s un - t em pl es ,  

co ns i s t i n g  o f  a  s t u rd y p o d i um  o f  mu dbr i ck  an d  l im es to n e  

s u rm ou n t ed  b y a  s tu b b y o b e l i s k  ( kn own  as  t h e  benb en ) ,  fu r th e r  

s ou th  a t  A bu - Gu rob  (Sh aw  & Ni cho l so n  1 99 5 :  10 - 11 ) .     Wh i l s t  

t h e  a r ch i t e c tu r a l  a ch i ev em en t s  o f  t he  Fo u r t h  and  F i f t h  Dyn as t y 

p h a r ao hs  i s  im p r ess iv e ,  f e w do cu m ent s  f rom  t h i s  p e r i od  h av e  

s u rv iv ed ,  so  m u ch  o f  o u r  kn ow l ed ge  o f  t h i s  e r a  i s  i n com pl e t e .  

T h i s  i s  p a r t i cu l a r l y  t ru e  w i th  rega r d  to  S e th ,  a l t h ou gh  t he  t i t l e  

’ See r  o f  Horus  and  Se t h ’  occu rs  i n  t he  to mb  o f  Ni m a’ e th ap  on  

t h e  Giz a  p l a t eau  (Po r t e r  an d  Mo ss  19 74 :  13 6 ) ,  an d  on e  Se t h -

n u b t i  i s  s ho wn  l ead i n g  fo r e i gn  cap t i v es  i n  s cen es  o n  th e  

cau s ew a y o f  t h e  p yr ami d -com pl ex  o f  S ahu r e  (P or t e r  an d  M os s  

1 9 74 :  3 26 ) .  Fu r th e r  ev i d en ce  o f  t h e  imp o r t an ce  o f  t h e  god  i s  

s ho w n b y t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t h e  qu eens  o f  Un as  ( N eb e t ) ,  T e t i  ( Ip u t  I )  

an d  Pep y I I  ( Ip u t  I I )  a l l  bo r e  t h e  t i t l e  “She  who  s ee s  Horus  and  

Se th”  (S t ru d wi ck  20 0 5 :  38 3 -3 85 ) .   B u t  t h in gs  we r e  ab ou t  t o  

ch an ge  w i th  t h e  ap p ea r an ce  o f  t h e  P yr ami d  T ex t s .   T h es e  

f u n e ra r y t ex t s  co ns i s t ed  o f  s om e 75 9  ‘u t t e r an ces ’  w r i t t en  i n  

co lum ns  o n  th e  in t e r io r  wa l l s  an d  co r r i do rs  o f  t en  p yr am i ds  o f  

t h e  l a t e  O l d  Ki n gdo m.   F i r s t  en cou n t e r ed  in  t h e  p yr am i d  o f  Un as  

( 2 37 5 -2 34 5  B .C .E . ) ,  ( F i gu r e  7 ) ,  t he y co n t in ue  t h ro u gh  t h e  

p yr am i ds  o f  h i s  S ix t h  D yn as t y s u cce sso r s ,  T e t i ,  P ep i  I ,  Mer en r e  

an d  Pep i  I I  an d  th e i r  q ueens ,  A nk hes en p ep i  I I ,  N e i th ,  Ip u t  an d  

W ed jeb e t n i  and  i n  t h e  p yr am i d  o f  Ib i ,  a  k i n g  f r om  D yn as ty  V I I I .   

T h ey a r e  co nv en t i on a l l y n u m b er ed  in  a  s eq u en ce  p ro gr e s s in g  

f r om  t h e  bu r i a l  ch am b er  o u t w a rd s  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  3 )  a l t h ou gh  

S cho t t  (1 95 0 :  1 49 -1 6 1)  h a s  a r gu ed  t ha t  t he  o pp os i t e  a r r angem ent  

w o u l d  be  m o re  l o gica l .   T h e  u t t e r an ces  ap p ear  t o  con s i s t  o f  t h r ee  

m aj o r  g r o up s  o f  s pe l l s :  t h e  Of f e r i n g  an d  In s i gn i a  R i tu a l s ,  t h e  

R esu r r ec t io n  R i t u a l  and  t h e  Mo rn in g  R i tu a l  (A l l en  2 00 5 :  5 ) .  Th e  

O f f e r i n g  an d  In s i gn i a  R i tu a l s  a lw a ys  ap p ear  o n  th e  n o r th  w a l l  o f  

t h e  bu r i a l  ch amb e r .  T he  O f f e r i n g  R i tua l  accom p an i ed  

p r ep ar a t io ns  fo r  and  t h e  p re s en t a t io n  o f  a  g r ea t  m ea l :  b eg i n n i n g  

w i t h  a  l i b a t i on  i t  p r o gr e s s ed  th ro u gh  c l ean s i n g  w i th  i n cen s e  and  

s a l t -w a te r  an d  cu lm in a t ed  i n  t h e  ‘Open ing  o f  t h e  Mou th ’  r i t u a l  i n  

w h ich  th e  d eceas ed’ s  ab i l i t y  t o  p a r t ake  o f  no u r i s hm en t  was  

r e s t o r ed .  
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F i gu r e  7 :  T h e  ex t e r i o r  o f  t h e  p yr am i d  o f  Un as  a t  S aq qa r a .  

C op yr i gh t :  P .  J .  T ur n e r .                                 
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T h e  In s i gn a  R i tu a l  co ns i s t ed  o f  i t ems  o f  ro ya l  d r es s  an d  rega l i a  

b e in g  o f f e r ed  t o  t he  d ecea s ed  (A l l en  20 0 5 :  6 ) .  

T h e  R es ur r ec t i on  R i tu a l  o ccup i e s  t h e  so u t h  w a l l  o f  t he  b u r i a l  

ch amb e r  and  co ns i s t s  o f  l on ge r  s p e l l s  d e s i gn ed  t o  r e l e as e  th e  

d eceas ed ’s  s p i r i t  f ro m i t s  a t t a chm en t  t o  i t s  e a r t h l y b o d y a n d  t o  

en su r e  t h a t  t h e  d ea d  ph a r ao h’ s  sp i r i t  w as  u n i t ed  wi t h  th e  su n -

go d .  T h es e  r i t e s  w ou ld  h av e  been  p e r fo r med  a t  t h e  a c t u a l  

f u n e ra l ,  w h e r e  t h e  d eceas ed  i s  add r e s sed  as  O s i r i s .  T h er e  a r e  

a l so  accom pan yi n g  u t t e r an ces  t h a t  w e re  d es i gn ed  to  b e  r ec i t ed  

p e r so n a l l y b y t h e  to mb  o w ne r  ( A l l en  2 0 05 :  6 ) .  

T h e  Mo r n i n g  R i t u a l  co ns i s t ed  o f  s p e l l s  co n cer n ed  wi t h  

aw ak en in g  t h e  k i n g  and  d r e s s i n g  an d  feed in g  h im ;  t h es e  sp e l l s  

a l w ays  o ccu r  up on  t h e  eas t  w a l l s  o f  t he  t om bs  (A l l en  2 005 :  6 ) .  

T h e  r em a in i n g  s p e l l s  i n  t h e  P yr am i d  Tex t s  com p r i s e  o n es  t h a t  

a r e  o f  a  p e r so n a l ,  r a t h e r  t h an  a  r i t u a l  n a tu r e  ( F i gur e  8 ) .   T h ey 

a r e  de s i gn ed  t o  a l l o w  t he  d eceas ed ’s  s p i r i t  t o  f i nd  i t s  w ay s a f e l y 

o u t  o f  t h e  t omb  an d  to  ex i s t  i n  t h e  comp an y o f  t he  god s .   

C om pos ed  in  t h e  f i r s t  pe r so n  t h ey a r e  d e s i gn ed  t o  b e  sp ok en  b y 

t h e  sp i r i t  i t s e l f .   A  su bs e t  co ns i s t s  o f  p e r so n a l  sp e l l s  d i r ec t ed  

aga i ns t  su ch  t h i n gs  a s  sn ak es  and  wo rm s  t h a t  co u ld  h a rm th e  

d eceas ed ’s  b od y  ( A l l en  20 05 :  7 ) .  Whi l s t  no  i l l u s t ra t i ons  

accom p an y t h e  sp e l l s ,  u n l i k e  t h e  v i gn e t t e s  a s s o c i a t ed  wi th  t h e  

l a t e r  Bo ok  o f  t h e  Dead ,  man y o f  t he  h i e r o g l yp h i c  d ep i c t ion s  o f  

h um ans  o r  an im a l s  i n  t h es e  s p e l l s  a r e  e i t h e r  i n co mpl e t e  o r  h av e  

b een  d e l i b e r a t e l y m ut i l a t ed  b y k n iv es  s o  th a t  t h ey co u ld  n o t  

c au s e  an y h a r m to  th e  d ead  k in g  ( Mu n ro  20 10 :  5 4 ) .       

5 . 6  S e th  and  th e  Py ra mid  T ex ts  

N o  s i n g l e  t om b con t a i ns  a l l  7 59  u t t e r an ces ;  t h e  m ax imu m 

n um b er  en cou n t e r ed  i n  on e  p l ace  ( 67 5) ,  o ccur  i n  t h e  tomb  o f  

P ep i  I I .   I t  i s  app a ren t  t h a t  o u t  o f  t h e  7 5 9 ,  S e th  i s  m en t i on ed  in  

1 3 3  (1 7 . 5 %)  an d  the  con tex t  c an  r an ge  f r om h i s  ro l e  as  t he  

en em y o f  O s i r i s  and  Ho r us  to  o n e  wh er e ,  t o ge t h er  wi t h  Ho r us ,  h e  

i s  r e co gn i s ed  as  a  d u a l  s t a t e - go d  o f  Up p e r  and  Lo w er  E gyp t .   

M an y o f  t h e  t ex t s  us e  a rch a i c  l an gu age  su gges t i n g  o r i g i ns  t h a t  

p e r h ap s  go  b ack  t o   p r ed yn as t i c  t im es ;   o th e r s ,  wi th  t he i r  

co ns t an t  r e f e r en ce  t o  t h e  su n - god ,   a r e  t h ou gh t  t o  h av e  b een  

co mp os ed  b y t h e  p r i e s t s  o f  R e  a t  H e l i op o l i s  (S h aw an d  

N i ch o l so n  19 95 :  2 36 ) .     
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F i gu r e  8 :  P yr am id  t ex t s  u po n  t h e  w es t  w a l l  o f  U n as ’ s  p yr am id  a t  

S akk a r a .  Co p yr i gh t  P .  J .  Tu rn e r .  
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Li ch t h e i m ( 1 97 3 :  48 )  b e l i ev ed  t h a t  t h e  s t r u gg l es  b e t w een  S e t h  

an d  O s i r i s  an d  S e th  and  Ho ru s  r eco un ted  i n  t h e  P yr am i d  T ex t s  

r ep r es en t ed  t h e  p r o t o t yp es  o f  s t r i f e  w i t h i n  t h e  wo r ld .  

Fo r  co nv en i en ce  I  h av e  d i v id e d  th e  t ex t s  i n to  t h r ee  ca t ego r i e s  

w h e r e  S e th  i s  r e f e r r ed  to  i n  e i t h e r  a  nega t iv e ,  po s i t i v e  o r  n eu t r a l  

w a y.   In c l u d ed  i n  t h e  n ega t i v e  t ex t s  a r e  d es c r ip t i ons  o f  t h e  

s t ru gg l e  b e t w een  Se t h  and  H o ru s  an d  th e  s ub s eq u en t  d e f ea t  o f  

t h e  fo r mer ,  h i s  m ut i l a t i on ,  s ub ju ga t i on  b en ea t h  O s i r i s  an d  th e  

d e s t ru c t io n  o f  h i s  fo l l ow ers .   Th e  po s i t i v e  t ex t s  a r e  con cer n ed  

w i t h  S e th  a s s i s t i n g  O s i r i s  i n  h i s  a s cen t  t o  heav en ,  e i t h e r  b y 

p h ys i ca l l y  a s s i s t i ng  t h e  go d  o r  b y p r oc l a i min g  h i s  n am e an d  wi th  

S et h ’s  r o l e  a s  a  p r o t ec t iv e  d e i t y  aga i n s t  s n ak es .   Th e  n eu t r a l  

t ex t s  a re  m ai n l y co n ce r ned  wi th  d e sc r ib in g  th e  ‘ Mo un ds  o f  S e th  

an d  H or us ’  an d  ce r t a i n  r i t u a l i s t i c  r o l es  t h a t  a r e  a s c r ib ed  t o  S e th .   

T h es e  s e l ec t ed  t ex ts  c an  b e  f ou nd  i n  fu l l  i n  p a r t  1 5  A pp en d ix  1 .  

5 . 6 . 1 .  Th e  n ega t i ve  t ex t s  ( 69  in  nu mb er ,  9 .1%  of  t o t a l  t ex ts )  

A s  th e  t i t l e  su gges t s  a l l  t h es e  t ex t s  r e f l e c t  S e t h  i n  a  ‘b ad  l i gh t ’ ,  

m an y a r e  co n ce r n ed  wi t h  th e  ‘ E ye  o f  H o r us ’  and  e i t h e r  Se t h ’ s  

s e i z in g  o f  i t  o r  i t s  r e co ve r y b y H o r u s .   Th e  ‘ E ye  o f  H o rus ’  

i n i t i a l l y  r ep r es en t ed  t h e  l e f t  eye  t h a t  S e t h  to r e  ou t ,  a l t hou gh  

H a th o r  w as  ab l e  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  e ye ,  i t  t h e r e fo r e  c am e t o  

s ym b o l i s e  t h e  gen er a l  p ro ces s  o f  ‘m ak i n g  wh o l e ’  an d  h ea l in g  

( Sh aw  and  Ni ch o l so n  1 99 5 :  13 3 -1 34 ) ;  ( s ee  t ex t s  1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  

9 ,  1 0 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  23 ,  2 4 ,  2 5 ,  2 6 ,  2 7 ,  28 ,  2 9 ,  

3 0 ,  31 ,  36 ,  37 ,  38 ,  4 2 ,  48 ,  53 ,  59 ,  60 ,  6 3 ,  66 ,  68 ,  an d  69 ) .   In  a  

s imi l a r  m an n e r  t h e  l o s s  o f  S e t h ’ s  f o re l eg  d u r i n g  h i s  b a t t l e s  wi t h  

H o r us  i s  a l s o  r e f e r red  t o  i n  t ex t  1 1 .  Man y o f  t h e  o t h er  t ex t s  r e f e r  

t o  Os i r i s ’ s  p r o t ec t io n  and  h i s  u l t im at e  t r i u mp h  ov e r  Se th  an d  th e  

f ac t  t h a t  S e t h  w as  p l aced  un d e r  h im  in  a  su b j u ga t io n  po se  and  

h i s  fo l lo w ers  w e r e  d e s t ro yed  ( s ee  t ex t s  1 2 ,  1 5 ,  2 2 ,  3 2 ,  3 9 ,  40 ,  

4 3 ,  44 ,  45 ,  46 ,  49 ,  5 1 ,  52 ,  54 ,  55 ,  56 ,  5 7 ,  58 ,  62 ,  64 ,  65  an d  6 7) .  

T ex t  5 1  i s  o f  p a r t i cu l a r  i n t e r es t  a s  i t  ap p ea rs  t o  s u gges t  t h a t  t h e  

f o l lo w ers  o f  S e th  sh o u ld  b e  s ub j ec t ed  t o  c ann i b a l i sm .   T h i s  

co u l d  r e f e r  b ack  t o  so m e ea r l i e r  t im e  w h en  p er h ap s  v an qu i s h ed  

en emi es ,  o r  s om e  pa r t  o f  t h em  (e . g . ,  t h e i r  h ea r t s )  w e re  ea t en  i n  

o r d e r  t o  abs o r b  th e  p ow ers  o f  a  r i v a l  (E yr e  2 0 02 :  15 5)  o r  m o re  

l i k e l y i t  r e f e r s  t o  a  s ym b o l i c  cann ib a l i s m wh e r e  th e  s ac r i f i c e  o f  

s om e  an i ma l  i s  t aken  t o  r ep r e sen t  S e th  (E yr e  2 0 02 :  1 70 -1 7 1) .   

T h i s  s eco nd  su gges t io n  i s  c e r t a i n l y s een  i n  P to l ema i c  t imes  i n  

t h e  r e l i e f s  up on  th e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  t em ple  a t  Ed fu  wh e r e  S e th  i s  

p o r t r ayed  a s  a  h i ppo p o t amu s  and  i s  dep i c t ed  b e in g  po r t i on ed  up  

an d  f ed  t o  t h e  v i c to r s  ( Bl ack man  and  Fa i rm an  19 4 3 :  2 - 36 ;  s ee  
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b e lo w,  ch ap t e r  12 ,  s ec t io n  5 ) .   An  an a l o g y m a y b e  m ad e  w i t h  th e  

s o  ca l l ed  C an n i ba l  H ym n  (P yr am i d  T ex t  27 3 -4 )  w h i ch  s ugges t s  

t h a t  t h e  d ead  k in g  h u n t s  d ow n and  ea t s  t h e  go ds :  

“The i r  b ig  ones  are  fo r  h i s  morn ing  mea l ,  t h e i r  midd le - s i z ed  

o n es  a r e  f o r  h i s  e ven in g  m ea l ,  t h e i r  l i t t l e  on es  ar e  fo r  h i s  n ig h t  

m ea l ,  t h e i r  o l d  m en  a nd  th e i r  o l d  w o men  a r e  for  h i s  i n cen s e -

burn ing .”      

E yr e  ( 2 0 02 :  5 5 )  sugges t s  t h a t  wh a t  i s  b e in g  d es c r ib ed  h e re  i s  a  

c e r emo n y o f  s ac r i f i c e  and  th e  m ea t  f e as t  t h a t  f o l lo w ed ,  p ro b ab l y 

a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  fu ne ra l  r i t e .  

T ex t  3 3  mak es  re f e r en ce  to  t he  v io l en t  b i r t h  o f  S e th  w h en ,  “he  

b roke  t hrough  h i s  mo ther ’ s  s id e  and  l eap t  f o r t h”  ( T e  V eld e  

1 9 67 :  2 7 ) ,  b ecau s e  o f  t h i s  e a r l y i n d i ca t io n  o f  t h e  v io l en t  a s p ec t  

o f  S e t h  I  h av e  i nc lu d ed  i t  w i t h  t h es e  n ega t i v e  t ex t s .   T ex t s  3 4 ,  

3 5 ,  41 ,  47  and  6 1  re f e r  t o  t h e  b a t t l e s  o f  Ho ru s  and  S e th  an d  th e  

s ub s eq u en t  j ud gemen t  i n  f avo ur  o f  Hor u s  wi th  r ega r d  to  t h e  

t h ro ne  o f  E g yp t .  

5 . 6 . 2 .  Th e  p os i t iv e  t ex ts  ( 20  in  nu mber ,  2 .6%  of  to t a l  t ex t s )   

In  t h e s e  t ex t s  S e t h ’ s  ro l e  i s  m o r e  b en ev o l en t  e . g  i n  t ex t s  7 ,  9 ,  

1 0 ,  11 ,  12 ,  16  and  1 9  h e  a id s  i n  t h e  a scen t  o f  t h e  dead  O s i r i s  

( i . e .  t h e  k i n g)  t o  heav en  e i th e r  b y p h ys i ca l l y  l i f t i n g  h im  up  o r  

p r ov id i n g  a  l add e r  f o r  t h e  as cen t .   S e th  t h en  p r oc l a im s  t he  d ead  

k in g  ( t ex t s  4 ,  5 6 ,  15  an d  17 ) .   T h e  d ead  k in g  i s  t o  b e  fea red  ( t ex t  

2 )  an d  h as  e s cap ed  d ea th  l i k e  S e t h  ( t ex t s  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .   S e t h  a l so  

h e lp s  p r o t ec t  h im aga i n s t  sn a k es  ( t ex t  8 ) ,  h e l ps  i n  remo vin g  h i s  

f e t t e r s  ( t ex t  18 )  and  i n  r es u r rec t in g  h im  ( t ex t  20 ) .   H e  i s  a l so  

i nv ok ed  i n  t h e  ‘ O pen in g  o f  t h e  Mo uth ’  c e r em on y w h e r e  th e  adz e  

o f  i ro n  us ed  to  comp l e t e  t h e  ce r em on y ( T a yl o r  2 01 0 b :  88 )  i s  

a t t r i b u t ed  t o  S e t h .   

5 . 6 . 3  Th e  n eu t ra l  t ex ts  (4 4  in  nu mb er ,  5 .8%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

In  t h e s e  t ex t s  S e t h  i s  n e i t h e r  a  t h r ea t  n o r  a  p os i t i ve  i n f luen ce :  

m an y o f  t h e  t ex t s  ( 7 ,  8 ,  10 ,  11 ,  18 ,  23 ,  24 ,  25 ,  26 ,  28 ,  36 ,  37 ,  

3 8 ,  42  and  4 3 )  r e f e r  t o  t h e  ‘M ou nds  o f  S e th ’ ,  a  t e r m a l ong  w i t h  

t h e  ‘M ou nd s  o f  Ho ru s ’  t h a t  r e f e r s  t o  t he  tw o  r ea l ms  o f  t h e  

r e s p ec t iv e  god s  r ep r e s en t ed  b y t h e  t e l l s  (m ou nds )  u po n  wh i ch  

h um an  s e t t l emen t s  w e r e  u su a l l y s i t ed  ( Fau lk n er  2 0 0 7 :  4 1 ,  no t e  

4 ) ,  t h e  p h r a s es  t h e re f o r e  po ss ib l y r e f e r r in g  to  Lo w er  an d  U p p er  

E g yp t  r e s pec t iv e l y.  O th e r  t ex t s  a r e  con ce r ned  wi th  p u r i f i c a t i on  
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r i t u a l s  ( t ex t s  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  15  and  2 2 ) ,  and  wi t h  th e  a s s um pt io n  o f  

k in gs h i p  ( t ex t s  6 ,  16 ,  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  2 7 ,  2 9 ,  39 ,  4 0 ,  4 1  an d  44 ) .  

T h e  d i l emm a f ac i ng  t h e  comp i l e r s  o f  t h es e  u t t e r an ces  a s  t o  

w h e t h e r  S e t h  sh ou ld  be  s ho w n i n  a  p os i t i v e ,  n ega t i ve  o r  n eu t r a l  

l i gh t  c an  c l ea r l y b e  s een  i n  t h e  abo ve  ex ampl e s .   Ev en  wi t h i n  

i nd iv i du a l  u t t e r an ces  co n fus io n  o ccu rs  as  c an  b e  s een  in  

U t t e r an ce  4 37  ( 41  in  t h e  n ega t iv e  ex am pl es )  w h e r e  t h e  decea s ed  

i s  u r ged  t o  ‘ ar i s e  aga ins t  Se th ’  ye t  w i t h i n  a  l i n e  S e t h  i s  

d e s c r ib ed  a s  be in g  ‘ b ro ther l y  t owards  you . ’    

5 . 7  Th e  S i x t h  Dyna s ty  

T h e  S ix th  D yn as t y ( 2 34 5 -2 18 1  B .C .E . )  c ame  ab ou t  wh en  T e t i  

m ar r i ed  Un as ’ s  d augh t e r ,  In p u t ,  t h us  l eg i t i miz i n g  h i s  r i gh t  t o  

r u l e .   H e  t oo k  th e  H o r us  n am e ,  S ehe tep t aw y ( ‘He  w ho  pa c i f i e s  

t h e  T wo  La nd s ’ ) ;  po ss ib l y i n d i ca t i n g  th a t  i n t e rn a l  po l i t i ca l  

u n r es t  h ad  on ce  mor e  b ro ken  ou t  p r io r  t o  h i s  r u l e .   By t h e  end  o f  

t h e  D yn as t y t h e r e  ap p ea rs  t o  h av e  been  a  mo v e  aw ay f r o m  t he  

cen t r a l  go ve r nm en t  b as ed  a t  M em p hi s ,  w i th  l oca l  go v er nor s  

t ak in g  on  m o re  r esp o ns i b i l i t y  an d  h av i n g  o n l y a  cu rs o r y 

a l l eg i ance  t o  t h e  ph a r aoh  ( D od so n  and  Hi l to n  20 0 4 :  8 0 ) .   Th i s  

u l t i m at e l y l ed  t o  t he  end  o f  t h e  Old  Kin gd om  an d  th e  ch ao s  o f  

t h e  F i r s t  In t e rm ed ia t e  P er io d  (2 18 1 -20 4 0  B .C . E . ) .   

5 . 8  Su mma ry  

N o t  s u rp r i s i n gl y ,  t h i s  p e r i od  i n  E g yp t ’ s  h i s t o r y i n i t i a l l y  

r e f l e c t ed  an  u ns e t t l ed  t i m e :  t h e  l an d  need ed  t im e  to  ad j us t  t o  

b e in g  go v er n ed  b y o n e  r u l e r  and  to  h av in g  H or us  as  t h e  ru l e r ’ s  

m ai n  d e i t y .   T h i s  i s  r e f l e c t ed  in  t h e  u n r e s t  s een  du r i n g  t he  

S eco nd  D yn as t y cu l min a t in g  in  P er ib sen  ack no wl ed gi n g  S e t h  a s  

h i s  m ai n  d e i t y  an d  h i s  s u cce ss o r ,  K h asek h em w y,  a ck n ow led g i n g  

b o t h  H or us  an d  S e th  an d  t ak i n g  t h e  nam e  ‘ t h e  two  powers  ar e  

s e t t l ed . ’   T h e  f ac t  t h a t  m an y o f  t h e  q ueen s  o f  t h i s  pe r io d  u s ed  

t h e  t i t l e  ‘She  who  see s  Horus  and  Se t h ’  w oul d  a l so  ap p ear  t o  

i nd ica t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  an  app eas em en t  wi t h  t h e  Se th  fo l lo w er s  w as  

b e in g  so u gh t  o r  t h a t  ev en tu a l l y  t h e  pha r ao h  w as  s een  t o  em bo d y 

t h e  b es t  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  bo t h  gods .  

T h e  P yr am i d  T ex t s  a l so  r e f l e c t  t h i s  q uan d a r y;  h en ce  S e t h ’ s  ro l e  

i n  t h em  can  b e  e i the r  n ega t iv e ,  wh e r e  h e  i s  v e r y m u ch  s een  as  

t h e  r i v a l  o f  Ho r us  an d  th e  p l u ck e r  ou t  o f  t h e  ‘ E ye  o f  H o ru s ’ ;  o r  

p os i t i v e ,  w h e re  he  i s  s een  a s  a  l eg i t ima t e  m em ber  o f  t h e  E n nead  

w h o  s eeks  t o  as s i s t  t h e  k i n g  i n  h i s  ro l e  a s  Os i r i s  t o  as cend  t o  

h eav en  an d  j o i n  t h e  su n  go d ;  o r  i n  a  n eu t ra l  s en se  wh e r e  he  i s  a  
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co un t e r - po i n t  t o  Ho r us ,  e . g .  t h e  r e f e r ra l  t o  t h e  ‘M ou nd s  o f  H or us  

an d  Se th ’  b e i n g  u sed  as  a  t e rm  t o  d eno t e  se t t l emen t s  i n  U p p er  

an d  Lo w er  E g yp t  r es p ec t i v e l y.   T h e  o ccu r r en ce  o f  p e r s ona l  

n am es  w hi ch  i n c lud e  S e t h  i n  t h em  e . g .  N f r -S t s  and  S e t h -n u b t i ,  

m a y i nd i ca t e  t h e  pop u l a r i t y  o f  Se th  in  p e r so n a l ,  r a th e r  t h an  s t a t e  

r e l i g i on  d ur in g  t h i s  p e r io d .   Bi r t h  t h rou gh o u t  E g yp t i an  h i s to r y i s  

a s so c i a t ed  wi th  god s  b y p a r en t s  an d  th i s  i s  r e f l ec t ed  in  t h e  

n amin g  o f  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  f o r  go ds  ( Ba i n es  1 98 7 :  95 ) ,  on e  can  

t h e r e f o r e  im ag i n e  th a t  p a r en t s  wh o  wor s h i pp ed  S e t h  a s  a  l o ca l  o r  

p e r so n a l  go d  cou ld  w e l l  h av e  n am ed  th e i r  o f f sp r i n g  a f t e r  h i m .         
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6 .   T HE FI RST  I NTE R ME DI AT E  PER IO D  A N D M ID DLE  

KI N GD O M 21 81 -16 5 0  B .C .E .  

6 . 1  I n t rodu c t io n  

T hi s  ch ap t e r  i n i t i a l l y  ex ami n es  th e  F i r s t  In t e r m ed i a t e  P e r i od ,  a  

t im e  abo u t  w h i ch ,  u n t i l  r e cen t l y ,  w e  had  l i t t l e  i n f o rm at i on .  A t  

p r e s en t ,  t h an ks  t o  t h e  wo rk  o f  a  num ber  o f  s cho l a r s ,  w e  a r e  ab l e  

t o  pu t  a  l i t t l e  mo r e  f l e sh  u po n  th e  b ones .   C en t ra l  au th o r i t y  

b r ok e  d ow n and  o nce  mo r e  th e r e  w as  co n f l i c t  b e tw een  sou th  an d  

n o r t h ,  t h e  He r ak l eop o l i t an  D yn as t i e s  (N i n th /T en th )  w e r e  o n l y 

r eco gn i s ed  in  t h e  no r th  an d  Th eb es  w as  h os t i l e  f r om  th e  ou t s e t .   

E v en tu a l l y ,  u n d er  M en t uh o t ep  I I ,  t h e  T h eb ans  o v e rcame  t h e  

b lo ck ad e  a t  A s s i u t  an d  a l s o  s e i zed  th e  M em phi t e  t h ro n e  an d  

f o rm ed  th e  E l ev en th  D yn as t y,  t h e  beg in n i n g  o f  t h e  M id d le  

K i n gdom .   Wh i l s t  w e  h av e  l i t t l e  ev iden ce  o f  Se th ’ s  wo rsh ip  

d u r i n g  th e  F i r s t  In t e r m ed i a t e  P e r i od ,  he  f e a t u re s  on  a  nu mb er  o f  

m on um en t s  as s o c i a t ed  wi t h  k i n gs  o f  t h e  M id d l e  Ki n gdom .     

6 . 2  Th e  S ev en th  Dy na s t y  

Fo l l ow in g  th e  d ea th  o f  P ep y I I  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  S ix th  D yn as t y  a  

p e r i od  o f  ch an ge  occu r r ed  i n  E g yp t  and  cen t r a l  co n t r o l  b ro k e  

d o wn ,  p ro bab l y n o t  h e l p ed  b y P ep y’ s  l o n g  r e i gn .   T he  co nd i t i on s  

i n  t h e  cou n t r y a t  t h i s  t im e  a r e  w e l l  sum mar i s ed  i n  t h e  

‘Admoni t i ons  o f  a  Prophe t ’   ( Li ch th e im  1 97 3 :  1 49 -1 63 ) ,  a  

l i t e ra r y w o r k  d a t i ng  t o  t h e  end  o f  t h e  S ix t h  D yn as t y w h e re  a  

w is e  m an  nam ed  Ip u w er  app ea rs  a t  P ep y’ s  co ur t  and  d es c r i be s  

t h e  s i t u a t i on  th a t  i s  p r ev a l en t  o u t s id e  th e  s ecur e  p a l ace .   C a r e  

s ho u l d  b e  t ak en  h ow ev e r  i n  a t t r i bu t ing  t h i s  a s  an  eye - w i tn e ss  

a cco un t  o f  t he  t im es  as  m or e  recen t  r es ea r ch  s u gges t s  t h a t  i t  was  

co mp os ed  du r i n g  the  su bs equ en t  Mi dd le  Ki n gdo m (Wi l k i ns on  

2 0 05 :  8 3 ) .    N ev er th e l es s ,  a s  c an  be  s een  i n  t h e  f o l l ow in g  

ex t r ac t ,  i t  d o es  p a in t  a  p i c tu r e  o f  t h e  co l l ap s e  o f  t h e  Ol d  

K i n gdom ’ s  cen t r a l i s ed  s t a t e .  

“Nay ,  bu t  poor  men  now  pos se s s  f i n e  t h i ng s .   He  who  one  made  

f o r  h im s e l f  n o  sa nda l s  n ow  po ss e s s es  r i ch es . . .  

N a y ,  b u t  m an y  d ead  m en  a re  b ur i ed  in  t h e  r i v er .   Th e  s t r ea m i s  a  

s epu lchr e ,  an d  th e  P u re  P la ce  i s  b ecom e  a  s t r eam .  

N a y ,  b u t  t h e  h i gh - bo rn  a r e  fu l l  o f  l a men ta t io ns ,  an d  t h e  p o or  ar e  

f u l l  o f  j o y .   Ever y  town  says :  ‘L e t  u s  dr i ve  ou t  t he  power fu l  f r om  

our  mid s t . ’  
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N a y ,  b u t  t h e  g a t es ,  co lu mn s  an d  wa l l s  a r e  con su m ed  w i th  f i r e ;  

(a n d  ye t )  t h e  cha m b ers  o f  t h e  k i ng ’ s  pa lace  ( s t i l l )  endure  and  

s ta nd  f as t . . .  

N a y ,  b u t  go ld  a nd  la p i s  l a z u l i ,  s l i v e r  a n d  t ur qu o i s e ,  carn e l ia n  

a n d  bro nz e ,  ma rb l e  a nd . . . a r e  h un g  ab ou t  t h e  n ecks  o f  s la ve -

g i r l s .   B u t  no b l e  l ad i es  wa lk  t h r ou gh  th e  l an d ,  a nd  m i s t r es s es  o f  

h o us es  say:  ‘wou ld  tha t  we  had  someth ing  we  cou ld  ea t ’ . . .  

Nay ,  bu t  t h e  g rea t  and  smal l  s ay :  ‘ I  w i sh  I  were  dead . ’   L i t t l e  

ch i ld r en  say:  ‘He  ough t  n eve r  t o  have  caused  me  to  l i v e . ’ . . .  

N a y ,  b u t  t h e  l a ws  o f  t he  j ud g em en t -h a l l  a r e  p la ced  i n  t h e  

ve s t ib u l e .   Y ea ,  m en  w a l k  up on  t h em  in  t h e  s t r ee t s ,  a nd  th e  p oo r  

t ear  t h em  up  i n  t h e  a l l e y s .”  

( D av i d  19 82 :  20 6 - 20 7 ) .  

N o t i c eab l y,  u n l i k e  t ex t s  f r om  t he  La t e  P er io d  ( s ee  Ch ap t e r  11 )  

S e t h  h e re  i s  no t  b l am ed  fo r  t he  s i t u a t io n  th a t  h a s  a r i s en ,  t h i s  i s  

p os s i b l y b ecau s e  f o r e i gn e rs  a r e  n o t  b l am ed ,  i n d eed  as  Li ch th e i m 

s t a t es  ( 1 97 3 :  16 2 ,  n o t e  2 9 )  t h e  k in g  p l aces  t h e  b l am e  f o r  t h e  

d i s o rd e rs  o n  t h e  E gyp t i an  p eo p l e  t h ems e lv es  an d  ma in t a in s  t h a t  

E g yp t  h a s  no th i n g  to  f e a r  f rom  fo r e i gne r s .   

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  s i t u a t i on  was  no t  h e lp ed  b y a  s e r i e s  o f  l o w  N i l e  

f l oo ds  w hi ch  l ed  t o  a  s ho r t age  o f  fo od  in  E g yp t ,  and  w h er ea s  i n  

t h e  p as t ,  a  s t r on g  cen t r a l  admi n i s t r a t i o n  h ad  p u t  a s i d e  sup p l i e s  

i n  go od  h a r ve s t  yea r s  t o  co un t e r ac t  t h e  yi e l d  i n  p oo r  yea r s ,  t h i s  

h ad  no t  h ap pen ed  on  t h i s  occa s io n .   Th us  t h e  po w er  o f  i nd iv id ua l  

n om ar ch s  in c r eas ed ,  e s p ec i a l l y  t h os e  w h o  h ad  k ep t  t h e  i r r i ga t i on  

can a l s  i n  t h e i r  n omes  i n  go od  r ep a i r  an d  w e r e  ab l e  t o  m ax imi s e  

ev en  a  p oo r  N i l e  i nu n da t io n  ( G r im a l  19 9 2 :  13 9 ) .   

Wh i l s t  t h e  Ki n g  Li s t s  p r es e rv ed  in  t h e  T ur in  P ap yr u s  an d  

M an eth o ’s  H is t or y  d o  n o t  t e s t i f y  t o  t h i s  i n t e r ru p t i on  i n  t h e  l i n e  

o f  k in gs  a f t e r  t he  S ix t h  D yn as t y,  i f  w e  lo ok  m or e  c lo s e l y ,”T h ey  

t ra ns l a t e  a  s t a t e  o f  f a c t ua l  d i s in t egr a t i on  i n to  a  f o r m th a t  

pres e rve s  t h e  ou tward  appearance  o f  con t i nu i t y .”  ( Ass man n  

1 9 96 :  8 1 ) .   In  f a c t  M an e th o ,  i n  c a t egor i s in g  th e  S ev en th  

D yn as t y ,  d e s c r ib es  i t  a s  co ns i s t i n g  o f  s ev en t y k i n gs  r u l i ng  f o r  

s ev en t y d a ys  ( M ane t ho  1 94 0 :  5 7 ) .   T h i s  i s  p ro b ab l y a  p loy  t o  

s ym b o l i z e  t h e  b reak d ow n in  cen t r a l  co n t r o l  r a t h e r  t h an  re f e r r i n g  

t o  s ev en t y ac t u a l  ru l e r s .  
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6 . 3  Th e  E i gh th  and  N in e t h  Dyn as t i es  

T h e  k i n gs  o f  t h e  E igh t h  D yn as t y  m a y h av e  b een  d es cend ed  f rom  

P ep y I I  a s  m an y o f  t h e i r  n am es  i nco rpo r a t e  h i s  co ro n a t i on  nam e,  

N e f e r k ar e  (G r i ma l  1 9 92 :  1 40 ) ,  and  h av e  a  po w er  b as e  in  

M emp hi s .   Un fo r t un a t e l y t h e i r  po w er  ap p ear s  t o  b e  l im i t ed  t o  an  

a r ea  a ro un d  t h e  c i t y  ( S e i d lm a ye r  2 00 0 :  1 18 ) .    

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i od ,  t h e  D e l t a  w as  en t e r ed  b y p eo p l e  f ro m th e  

ea s t  co min g  a s  t r ade r s ,  m e r cen a r i e s  and  r e fu gees  and  th e  co n t ro l  

o f  M id d l e  E g yp t  pas s ed  t o  t h e  p r in ce s  o f  He r ak l eo po l i s .   T h i s  

t o wn  o ccu p i ed  an  im po r t an t  s t r a t eg i c  p os i t i on  l yi n g ,  a s  i t  d id ,  

j u s t  s ou th  o f  t h e  en t r an ce  t o  t h e  Fa i yu m  reg i on  b u t  i t s  i n f l u en ce ,  

e s p ec i a l l y  u n d e r  Mer ib r e  K h e t y ,  fo und e r  o f  t h e  N in t h  D yn as t y,  

s t r e t ch ed  as  f a r  s ou t h  a s  As w an  (G r i ma l  1 99 2 :  14 0 ) .   L i t t l e  i s  

k n ow n o f  t h e  r em ain d e r  o f  t h e  E i gh t h  an d  Ni n t h  D yn as t y k in gs .  

6 . 4  Th e  T en th  D yna s ty  

T h e  T en th  D yn as t y w as  f ou nd ed  b y an o th e r  N e f e rk a r e ,  p ro b ab l y 

s t i l l  a t t emp t in g  to  s ho w  l eg i t im a t e  des cen t  f r om Pep y I I .   Th i s  

D yn as t y i s  m a rk ed  b y an  in c r eas i n g  t en s i on  w i t h  a  r i v a l  D yn as t y 

( t he  E l ev en th )  b a sed  i n  Th eb es ,  cu lmin a t in g  in  f r equ en t  c l as h es  

a l on g  t h e  bo r d er  a ro u nd  th e  a r ea  o f  Ab yd o s  ( S e i d lm a ye r  2 0 00 :  

1 3 5) .   T h es e  a r e  d es c r i b ed  i n  t h e  ‘ Auto b i og ra ph y  o f  An kh t i f i ’ ,  

t h e  go v er no r  o f  t h e  th i r d  no m e o f  Up pe r  E g yp t ,  H e f a t ,  abo u t  4 0  

k i l om et r es  s ou t h  o f  Lu x or .   H e  a l so  c l a im s  to  b e  th e  n omar ch  o f  

H i e r ak on op o l i s  and  a  fo l lo w er  o f  t h e  ru l e r  o f  t he  

H e r ak l eo p o l i t an  k in gd om  (G r i m al  19 92 :  14 2 ) .   In t e r e s t i ng l y,  i t  

h a s  b een  s u gges t ed  b y  A s sm an n  ( 19 96 :  9 8 ) ,  t h a t  s om e  o f  t h e  

i mages  i n  An kh t i f i ’ s  a cco un t  -  no t ab l y  ‘ . . . b u t  i f  a n yo ne  t r ea ds  

on  my  ta i l  a s  on  a  c rocod i l e ’  and  ‘ I  t en s ed  my  a rms  l i k e  a  

harpoon  i n  t h e  snou t  o f  a  f l e e i ng  h ippopo tamus ’ -  m i gh t  r e f l e c t  a  

H o r us /S e th  con f l i c t  a s  t h e  c r o co d i l e  and  h ip po po tamu s  a r e  

an im al s  t h a t  s ym b o l i s e  aggr e s s i ven es s  and  wi l dn ess ,  t r a i t s  t h a t  

a r e  i d en t i f i ed  wi t h  S e t h  ( T e  V eld e  1 967 :  26 ) .   C e r t a in l y i n  t h es e  

t im es  o f  b r eak do wn in  cen t r a l  au th or i ty ,  w h i l s t  w e  d o  no t  h av e  

ev id ence  fo r  i t ,  t h e  o r i g in a l  go ds  o f  l oca l  cu l t s ,  i n c lu d i n g  S e th  

an d  H or us ,  cou ld  we l l  h av e  com e to  t he  f o re  aga i n .  

6 . 5  Th e  E l ev en t h  D yn as t y  

A n kh t i f i ’ s  m ai n  enem y w as  t he  fo un de r  o f  t h e  E l ev en t h  (T h eb an )  

D yn as t y,  P r i nce  In yo t e f  I ,  w h o  to ok  th e  Ho ru s  n am e o f  

S ehe r u t aw y ( ‘H e  w h o  h as  br ou gh t  ca lm  to  t h e  Tw o  L an ds ’ ) .   

H avi n g  ach i ev ed  v i c t o r y o v e r  A nk h t i f i ,  co n t r o l  ov e r  so u th e r n  
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E g yp t  w as  com pl e t ed  b y t ak i n g  Ko p tos ,  D end e r a  and  th e  t h ree  

n om es  t h a t  H ie r akon p o l i s  ru l ed  ( G r ima l  1 99 2 :  14 3 ) .   In yo t e f  I I  

co n t i nu ed  th e  con f l i c t ,  t h i s  t im e  i n  M id d l e  E g yp t ,  un t i l  t he  

co un t r y w as  f i n a l l y  r eun i f i ed  un d e r  Men tu ho t ep  I  ( 2 0 6 0 -2 0 10  

B . C . E . ) .   T h e  p ro gre s s i on  o f  h i s  c a r ee r  c an  b e  seen  f r om h i s  

s u ccess iv e  H o ru s  nam es :   ‘H e  wh o  g i ve s  h ear t  t o  t h e  Two  

L an ds ’ ,  fo l lo w ed  by  ‘ L o rd  o f  t h e  Wh i t e  Cr own  (U pp e r  E gyp t ) ’  

an d  f i n a l l y  ‘ U n i t er  o f  t he  Tw o  L an ds ’  ( C l a yt o n  19 9 4 :  73 ) .   In  h i s  

t em pl e  to mb  a t  D e i r  e l - Bah a r i ,   i n  t h e  h yp o s t yl e  h a l l ,   N av i l l e  

d i s cov e r ed  a  b lo ck  s ho wi n g  M ent uh o t ep  on  a  t h ro ne  wi t h  S e t h  

an d  H at ho r  s t and ing  b eh i nd  h i m (P o r t e r  and  M oss  I I  1 9 72 :  39 1 ) ,  

i nd i ca t in g  th a t  t h e  f o rm er  o f  t h e se  gods  w as  ce r t a in l y n o t  

ab ho r r ed  d u r i n g  th i s  t i m e .   Fo l l o win g  t h e  d ea th  o f  M en tuh o t ep  

h e  w as  su cceed ed  by  h i s  s on ,  Men t uh o t ep  I I  an d  h e ,  i n  t u r n ,  b y 

M ent uh o t ep  I I I .   Af t e r  h i s  dea th  in  1 99 1  B .C . E .  t h e r e  app ea r s  t o  

h av e  b een  ye t  an o th e r  p e r i od  o f  s t r i f e  w h i ch  cu lmi n a t ed  w i t h  th e  

v i z i e r  Am enemh et  c l a i min g  th e  th r on e  and  s e t t i n g  u p  t h e  T w el f th  

D yn as t y.  

6 . 6  Th e  Tw el f t h  Dy na s t y  

A m en emh et  u s ed  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  l eg i t im at i s e  h i s  po s i t i on .   In  t h e  

s to r y a t t r i b u t ed  t o  N e f e r t i ,  a  H e l i op o l i t an  s age ,  t h e  end  o f  t h e  

E l ev en th  D yn as t y i s  d ep i c t ed  as  a  do ur  t im e  o n l y s av ed  by  t h e  

ap p ear an ce  o f  Am en emh et  ( ca l l ed  Amen y i n  t h e  s to r y) :  

“Gone  f rom  the  ea r t h  i s  t h e  nome  o f  On ,  

T h e  b i r th p la ce  o f  eve r y  g od .  

T h en  a  k in g  w i l l  com e  f ro m  th e  S ou th ,  

A m en y ,  t h e  j u s t i f i ed ,  b y  na m e ,  

S o n  o f  a  wo m a n  o f  T a -S e t i ,  ch i ld  o f  Up p er  E g yp t .  

H e  w i l l  t a ke  t he  w h i t e  cr own ,  

H e  w i l l  w ea r  t h e  r ed  cr ow n;  

H e  w i l l  j o in  t he  Two  Mi gh t y  On es ,  

He  w i l l  p l eas e  th e  Two  Lords  w i th  wha t  t h ey  w i sh .”  

( Li ch t h e im  1 97 3 :  14 3 )  

T h e  ‘ T wo  Mi gh t y O n es ’  r ep r es en t  t h e  v u l t u r e  god d es s  Nek hb e t  

an d  th e  cob r a  god des s  W adj e t  and  t h e  ‘ T w o Lo r d s ’  men t io n ed  
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h e r e  a r e  u nd ou b t ed l y H o r us  an d  S e t h  in  t h e i r  r o l es  o f  gods  o f  

U p p er  an d  Lo w er  Eg yp t  r es p ec t i v e l y,  t h e  t wo  p h r as es  

r ep r es en t i n g  t he  u n i f i ed  k i n gdom  ( Li ch th e i m 19 73 :  14 5 ,  n o t e  

1 6 ) .   In  t h e  Ca i ro  M us eum  th e r e  i s  t he  r i gh t  h a l f  o f  a  l i n t e l  f rom  

A m en emh et ’ s  p yr a m id  t em pl e  a t  Li s h t  w h i ch  d ep i c t s  t h e  k in g  a t  

h i s  s ed - f es t i va l  b e in g  p r es en t ed  w i t h  th e  s ym b ol  fo r  cou n t l e s s  

yea r s  b y t h e  god  S e t h  ( H aw ass  2 00 3 :  32 9 ) .   H i s  su cces so r ,  

S enus r e t  I ,  i s  d ep i c t ed  on  a  b lo ck  f ou nd  i n  t h e  cou r t  o f  t he  

‘ T empl e  o f  A mu n’  a t  K a r nak  sh o win g  h im  b e fo r e  Am u n  an d  S e th  

an d  up on  h i s  t h r one ,  wi t h  Ho r us  an d  S e t h  b i nd i n g  t h e  sm a -

s ym b o l  be lo w (P o r t e r  and  M oss  1 97 2 :  1 3 5) .  In  a  s i mi l a r  m ann e r ,  

t h e  f i f t h  k i n g  o f  t he  T w el f th  D yn as t y,  S en us r e t  I I I  ( 1 8 7 4- 1 85 5  

B . C . E . ) ,  a l so  h a s  a  v e r y f i n e  r e l i e f  o f  h i s  h eb- s ed  fe s t i v a l ,  i n  t h e  

C a i r o  Mu seum ,  sh ow i n g  th e  k i n g  s ea t ed  i n  h i s  s p ec i a l  p av i l i o n  

an d  w ea r in g ,  on  the  l e f t ,  t h e  R ed  C row n  o f  Lo w er  E g yp t  w i th  

H o r us  o f fe r in g  t o  h i m an d  on  t h e  r i gh t ,  t h e  W hi t e  C ro wn  o f  

U p p er  E g yp t  wi t h  Se t h  o f f e r i n g  t o  h im ( Wi l l e i t n e r  20 01 :  4 5 3 ;  

C r uz - U r i be  2 00 9 :  21 1 ) .   Th i s  i s  u nu s a l  a s  on e  w ou ld  h av e  

ex p ec t ed  Ho ru s  to  b e  o f f e r in g  to  t he  Wh i t e  Cr o wn  an d  Se t h  t o  

t h e  R ed  g i ven  th e i r  n o r ma l  a s s oc i a t i ons  wi t h  U p p e r  and  Lo w er  

E g yp t ,  w h e th e r  t h i s  w as  an  e r r o r  b y t h e  s cu l p t o r ,  o r ,  S enu s r e t  

w as  m ak in g  a  po in t  w e  u nf o r t un a t e l y d o  no t  k no w .   Bu t  a l l  o f  

t h es e  r e l i e f s  su gges t  t h a t  t h e  cu l t  o f  Se t h  w as  fu nc t io n i ng  w e l l  

d u r i n g  th i s  p e r i od .  

T h e r e  i s  a l so  ev id en ce  t o  su gges t  t h a t  t h e  s to r y en t i t l ed  ‘Th e  

C on tend in gs  o f  Ho ru s  an d  S e t h ’  w as  a l s o  kn o wn  a t  t h i s  t im e .   A  

f r agm en t  o f  p ap yr u s ,  P .  K ahu n  V I . 1 2 ,  d a t in g  to  t he  t im e  o f  

A m en emh at  I I I  ( c1 8 5 5- 18 08  B .C . E . ) ,  w as  p ub l i s hed  b y G r i f f i t h s  

i n  18 98  (G r i f f i t h s  1 8 98 :  4  p l a t e  3 ) ;  i t  con ce rn s  t h e  p a r t  o f  t he  

m yt h  wh e r e  Se th  a t t em pt s  t o  s ed u ce  Ho r us  b u t  i s  fo i l ed  by  Is i s :  

“ . . . and  th en  th e  per son  o f  S e t h  sa id  to  t h e  pe r son  o f  Horus :  

“How l ove l y  your  backs ide  i s !   Broad  a r e  your  t h i gh s  and . . .”   

And  t h e  per son  o f  Horus  s a i d :  “Wa t ch  ou t ;  I  s ha l l  t e l l  t h i s !”   

T h en  th ey  r e t ur n ed  to  t he i r  p a la ce s .   A n d  t h e  p er so n  o f  H o ru s  

sa i d  to  h i s  mo ther  I s i s :  “Look  Se th  sough t  t o  have  ca rna l  

knowl edge  o f  me .”  And  she  sa id  to  h im:  “Beware!  Do  no t  

a p pro a ch  h im  a bo u t  i t !   Wh en  h e  m en t i on s  i t  t o  you  a n o the r  

t ime ,  t h en  you  sha l l  s ay  t o  h im:  “ I t  i s  t oo  pa i n fu l  f o r  me  

en t i r e l y ,  a s  yo u  ar e  h ea v ie r  t h an  m e .   M y  po t en cy  sh a l l  no t  

match  your  po tency ,”so  you  sha l l  s ay  to  h im.   Now,  when  he  

g i ves  h i s  po ten cy  to  yo u ,  yo u  sh a l l  t h r us t  your  f i n ger  b e tw een  

yo ur  b u t t o cks .   Lo ok ,  ca us in g  i t  t o  [ . . . ]  f o r  h i m  i s  l i k e  [ . . . ] .Lo ok ,  
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i t  w i l l  b e  sw ee t  t o  h i s  h ear t ,  m or e  th an  [ . . . ] .   Y ou  sh a l l  t h en  

ca t ch  th e  s em en  wh i ch  ha s  com e  f r o m h i s  m em ber ,  w i th ou t  

l e t t i ng  th e  s un  s ee  i t .” (P a rk in so n  19 91 :  12 0 -1 21 ) .  

T e  V eld e  b e l i ev ed  th a t  t h i s  hom os ex u a l  s i d e  o f  S e th  w as  

i mp or t an t  (T e  V e lde  19 67 :  38 - 41 )  and  t h a t  Se th  w as  d i s r ega r d in g  

t h e  no rm al  o r d er  o f  s ex  b ecau s e  h e  w as  t h e  sp i r i t  o f  d i s o rd e r  (T e  

V e ld e  1 96 8 :  3 9 ) .   I  d i s ag r ee ,  an d  be l i ev e  t h a t  S e th  h e r e  i s  

a t t empt in g  to  d em on s t r a t e  h i s  su p er io r i t y  o v e r  Ho ru s  wh o  h e  

r ega r d s  a s  w eak  and  he  wi s h es  t o  d emo ns t ra t e  h i s  aggr e s s io n  b y 

i n f l i c t i n g  i gn om i t y  u po n  Ho r us  (P a r k in so n  19 95 :  65 ) .   In  f a c t  t h e  

o p pos i t e  h ap p en s  in  t h a t ,  t h an ks  to  Is i s ’ s  wi sd om ,  Ho r us  i s  ab l e  

t o  t u rn  t h e  t ab l es  up o n  S e t h  and  t o  h i gh l i gh t  h i s  aggr e s s iv e  an d  

b o or i s h  t r a i t s .    W e w i l l  r e tu rn  t o  t h i s  t end enc y t o w ard s  

h om os ex u a l i t y  b e i ng  ex h i b i t ed  b y S e th  in  l a t e r  s ec t i on s  ( see  

b e lo w,  s ec t io ns  9 .12  an d  13 .5 ) .       

 T he  D yn as t y f i n a l ly  en d ed  i n  17 82  B .C .E .  wi th  t h e  d ea t h  o f  

Q u een  S ob ekn e f ru ,  w h o  h ad  ac tu a l l y  r u l ed  as  q ueen - r egnan t  

( G r im al  1 99 2 :  17 1 ) .  

6 . 7  Th e  C of f in  T ex t s  

In  t h e  Ol d  Ki n gdom  o n l y t h e  k i n g  cou ld  b ecom e Os i r i s  u p on  h i s  

d ea th  and  t h e  P yr am id  T ex t s  a l l  d ea l  w i t h  t h e  k i n g’ s  

r e s u r r ec t io n .   Os i r i s  i s  t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  u nd e rw o r l d  an d  no t  

t h e r e f o r e  co n cer n ed  wi t h  th e  l i v in g  wh i ch  w as  R e ’ s  ro l e .   Th e  

cu l t  o f  Os i r i s  h ad  been  en cou r aged  du r i n g  t he  Old  Ki n gdom ,  

p os s i b l y a s  a  cons t r a in t  up on  t he  R e  cu l t  and  t h e  po w er  o f  i t s  

p r i e s t s .   Th e  k i n g  up o n  h i s  d ea t h  w as  id en t i f i ed  wi th  O s i r i s  and  

h i s  s u cce ss o r  wi t h  H o r us ,  t h e  so n  an d  av en ge r  o f  Os i r i s  (D av i d  

1 9 82 :  1 07 ) .   Wi t h  th e  n ew  ‘ d em oc r acy’  o f  t h e  F i r s t  In t e rm ed i a t e  

P e r i od ,  f i r s t  t h e  gov e r no rs  o f  t he  n omes  an d  o t he r  h i gh e r  

o f f i c i a l s  an d ,  ev en tu a l l y ,  a l l  p eo p l e  a s p i red  to  b ecom e un i t ed  

w i t h  Os i r i s  u po n  the i r  d ea t h .  A s  a  co ns equ en ce ,  t h e  P yr a m id  

T ex t s  w e re  ad ap t ed  in to  a  s e r i e s  o f  s pe l l s  t h a t  we r e  in s c r i b ed  

u p on  th e  rec t an gu la r  co f f i ns  o f  t h i s  pe r io d ,  hen ce  t h e  n am e  

C o f f in  T ex t s  ( F i gu re  9 ) .   Ap a r t  f rom  sp e l l s  b a s ed  u po n  t he  

P yr am id  T ex t s ,  n ew l y co mp os ed  s p e l l s  w er e  a l s o  add ed  (M un r o  

2 0 10 :  5 4 ) .  T h es e  t ex t s  i nco rp o ra t ed  d i r ec t  s t a t em en t s  wh ich  

n ega t ed  d ea th  and  a f f i rm ed  l i f e  and  a t t em pt ed  t o  ov e r com e  an y 

ad v e rs e  s i t u a t i on  wh i ch  th e  d eceas ed  m i gh t  en co un t e r  i n  h i s  

p a s s age  f rom  t h i s  w o r l d  to  t h e  h e r ea f t e r  ( D av id  1 98 2 :  11 5 ) .      
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Fau lk n e r  ha s  t r ans l a t ed  1 , 18 5  o f  t h es e  t ex t s  ( 19 73 ,  19 77  an d  

1 9 78 ) ;  1 31  o f  t h e  t ex t s  m en t io n  S e th  (1 1 .1 % o f  t o t a l ) ,  e i t h e r  

d i rec t l y  b y n am e  o r  i n d i r ec t l y  ( ‘ t h e  o th e r ’ ,  ‘ t he  ou t cas t ’ ,  ‘ t he  

O m bi t e ’  e t c ) .   O f  t h e s e  13 1  t ex t s ,  7 2  r e f e r  t o  S e t h  in  a  

‘ n ega t i v e ’  wa y i e . ,  a s so c i a t e  h im  w i th  t h e  d ea th  o f  O s i r i s  o r  t he  

f i gh t  wi t h  Ho r us ,  27  i n  a  ‘ p os i t i v e ’  l i gh t  an d  32  i n  a  ‘ n eu t ra l ’  

w a y,  r e f l e c t i n g  o n ce  aga in ,  a s  i n  t h e  Pyr am i d  T ex t s ,  t h e  w a y i n  

w h ich  Se th  co u ld  be  id en t i f i ed  i n  bo th  a  n ega t i v e  and  a  po s i t i v e  

w a y.   T h i s  i s  no t  su r p r i s in g  as  m an y o f  t he  t ex t s  c an  b e  s ho w n t o  

b e  b a s ed  u po n  t h e  P yr am id  t ex t s .   A l l  o f  t h e  t ex t s  t h a t  men t io n  

h im  a r e  l i s t ed  i n  Ch ap t e r  16 ,  A pp end ix  2 .   S om e gen e r a l i s a t io ns  

a r e  g iv en  h er e  ab ou t  t he s e  t ex t s .  

6 . 7 . 1  Th e  n eg a t iv e  t ex ts  ( 72  in  nu mber ,  6 .0%  of  to t a l  t ex t s )  

M an y o f  t h e s e  t ex t s  (1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  7 ,  10 ,  1 2 ,  16 ,  19 ,  20 ,  23 ,  3 7 ,  47 ,  

4 8 ,  49 ,  50 ,  68 ,  69 ,  an d  70 )  a r e  co n ce rn ed  wi th  th e  v in d i ca t i on  o f  

t h e  d ead  p e rs on ,  l i k en i n g  h i m  to  O s i r i s  o r  H o ru s  and  d esc r ib in g  

t h e i r  t r i um ph  o v e r  S e t h .   

O t he r  t ex t s  a r e  co nce r n ed  wi t h  ov e r t h ro w in g  S e t h  and  h i s  

f o l lo w ers  (5 ,  6 ,  1 1 ,  1 3 ,  1 7 ,  2 1 ,  2 4 ,  2 5 ,  3 0 ,  3 2 ,  3 3 ,  3 4 ,  3 5 ,  3 6 ,  3 8 ,  

4 0 ,  41 ,  42 ,  43 ,  44 ,  4 5 ,  55 ,  59 ,  60 ,  61 ,  6 2 ,  an d  64 ) .  

T ex t s  14 ,  22 ,  27 ,  28 ,  2 9 ,  5 1 ,  5 2 ,  5 3 ,  56 ,  5 7 ,  7 1  an d  72  a re  

co n cer n ed  wi t h  e i t h e r  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  o r  S e t h ’ s  t e s t i c l e s ,  

a l l ud in g  to  t h e  i n ju r i es  t h a t  bo th  god s  r ece iv ed  du r i n g  t he i r  

b a t t l e s .   Th e  f i r s t  o f  t h es e  i s  o f  p a r t i cu l a r  i n t e r es t  a s  i t  ex p l a i ns  

t h e  r eas on  w h y t h e  p i g  cam e to  b e  abho r r ed  b y t h e  E g yp t i an s :  

t h e  t ex t  l i k en s  a  b l ack  p i g  to  t h e  wo un d  th a t  Ho r us  r ece iv ed  to  

h i s  eye  an d  h a s  R e  s t a t i n g  th a t  ‘ t h e  p ig  i s  d e t es t ab l e  t o  Horus . ’   

Wh i l e  t h e  u l t im at e  r e a s on  f o r  no t  e a t in g  p or k  w as  a  h ea l th  on e ,  

t h i s  t yp e  o f  an a l o gy can  h av e  on l y h e lp ed  to  re in fo r ce  th i s  

p o t en t i a l  t abo o  ( Ash e r i ,  L l o yd  an d  Cor ce l l a  2 00 7 :  27 1 ) .   

H o w ev e r ,  t h e re  i s  p l en t y o f  ev i d en ce  to  i nd ica t e  t h a t  t h i s  w as  

n o t  a  un i v e rs a l  t abo o  ( Ik r am  19 95 :  3 1 - 3 3 )  po ss i b l y i t  on ly  

ap p l i ed  to  t h e  p r i e s t s  (C auv i l l e  20 12 :  2 1 ) .   

T ex t  1 5  r e l a t e s  how  Is i s  s ev e r ed  Ho ru s ’ s  h ands  an d  f as h i on ed  

n ew  o n es  f o r  h im .  

T ex t s  8  and  9  d es c r i b e  ho w Is i s  an d  Nep h t h ys  p r ev en ted  th e  

co r ps e  f r om r o t t i n g  and  cau sed  O s i r i s  t o  l i v e  aga i n .  
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6 . 7 . 2  Th e  po s i t i v e  t ex ts  (2 7  in  nu mb er ,  2 .0%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

M an y o f  t h e s e  t ex t s  r e f e r  t o  S e t h  in  a  p r o t ec t i v e  r o l e ,  p r ob ab l y 

r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  p os i t i o n  a s  t h e  s t ro n ges t  o f  t h e  go ds ,  so  in  t ex t  1  

h e  i s  s a id  t o  he lp  Ho r us .  T ex t  2  r e l a t es  t h a t  t h e  h ea r t  i s  a f r a id  o f  

h i s  p ow er .  T ex t  3  ha s  S e t h  p r o t ec t in g  th e  d eceas ed  f ro m an  

a s s au l t  b y an  u nn am ed  b e in g .   Th e  p ow er  o f  S e t h  i s  r e f e r r ed  to  

i n  t ex t s  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  1 1 ,  16 ,  19 ,  20 ,  24  an d  2 5 :  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  

co n cer n ed  wi t h  S e th ’ s  r o l e  a s  p r o t ec t o r  o f  t h e  so l a r  b a rq ue  ( T e  

V e ld e  1 96 7 :  1 06 )  an d  in  t ex t  22  S e t h  a s s i s t s  H o ru s  i n  h e l p i n g  th e  

d eceas ed  to  as cen d  t o  h eav en  b y m eans  o f  a  l ad d e r  ( co mp ar e  

p os i t i v e  t ex t  9  i n  t h e  P yr am id  T ex t s ,  s ee  s ec t i on  1 6 . 2 ) .     

6 . 7 . 3  Th e  n eu t ra l  t ex ts  (3 2  in  nu mb er ,  3 .0%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

T h e  m ajo r i t y  o f  t h es e  t ex t s  r e f e r  t o  b o t h  H or us  an d  S e t h  in  a  

n eu t r a l  m an n e r ,  o f t en  r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e  p o r t i on s  o f  bo t h  o f  t h es e  

go d s  ( t ex t s  2 ,  3 ,  17 ,  an d  30 ) .   T ex t s  10 ,  2 1 ,  2 4 ,  and  2 5  r e f e r  t o  

t h e  ‘ E ye  o f  H or us ’  an d  th e  t e s t i c l es  o f  S e th  whi l s t  t ex t  20  

m ent i on s  t h e  ‘ Mo un ds  o f  H o ru s  and  Se t h ’  ( com p a r e  t h e  m an y 

n eu t r a l  t ex t s  amo ngs t  t he  P yr am id  T ex t s  t ha t  a l so  re f e r  t o  t h es e ,  

s ee  ab ov e ,  s ec t io n  5 . 6 . 3 ) .  

6 . 8  Su mma ry  

Wh i l s t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  ev i den ce  f o r  t h e  w o rs h i p  o f  S e t h  du r i n g  th e  

F i r s t  In t e r m ed i a t e  P e r i od ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  i s  d ep i c t ed  on  r e l i e f s  

a s so c i a t ed  wi th  Amen emh et ,  S enu s re t  I  an d  I I I  f r o m  th e  M id d l e  

K i n gdom  i nd i ca t e s  t h a t  h i s  cu l t  mu s t  hav e  s u rv i v ed  th r ough  th i s  

p e r i od .   Th e  Co f f i n  T ex t s ,  no t  s u rp r i s in g l y g i v en  th e i r  

d ev e l opm ent  f r om th e  P yr am id  T ex t s ,  co n t i nu e  t o  d ep i c t  S e t h  in  

n ega t i v e ,  p os i t i ve  an d  n eu t r a l  t e rm s .  Wh i l s t  t h e  m ajo r i t y  a r e  

co n cer n ed  wi t h  S e th ’ s  n ega t iv e  a sp ec t s ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  s ee  

t h a t  h i s  po w er  and  s t ren g th  a r e  re co gn i s ed  in  t h e  po s i t i v e  t ex t s  

i n c lu d i n g  h i s  r o l e  as  p r o t ec t o r  o f  t he  so l a r  b a r qu e .   D u e  to  t h e  

s p a r c i t y  o f  ev id en ce  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  as ce r t a i n  w h e th e r  h e  w as  

b e in g  wo r sh i pp ed  by  t h e  gen e r a l  po pu lace  a t  t h i s  t i m e  bu t  g i v en  

t h e  eas e ,  a s  w e  wi l l  s ee  i n  t he  n ex t  Chap t e r ,  i n  w h i ch  t h e  H yk s o s  

r u l e r s  t o ok  h i m as  t h e i r  go d ,  o ne  i s  t em pt ed  t o  b e l i ev e  t ha t  

c e r t a i n l y i n  t h e  D e l t a  r eg i on  an d  po ss ib l y e l s ew he r e  h e  was  

b e in g  wo r sh i pp ed  as  a  l o ca l  god  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
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F i gu r e  9 :  Bod y co f f i n  o f  Kh num - N ak h t ,  s eco nd  o f  tw o  b ro th e rs ,  

co p yr i gh t  M an ches t e r  Mu seum .    
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7  SE CO N D IN TE RME DI ATE  PER IOD  16 50 - 15 50  B . C .E .  

7 . 1  I n t rodu c t io n  

O n ce  aga i n  cen t r a l  au th or i t y  b r eak s  d ow n  an d  no t  o n l y i s  t h e  

l and  d i v i d ed  amo n gs t  p e t t y  n o b l es  b u t  a l so  a  fo r e i gn  race  

e s t ab l i sh e s  a  k i n gdo m in  th e  D e l t a  r eg i on .   R yh o l t ’ s  s tu dy  

( 1 99 7 )  h as  en ab led  u s  t o  ‘p u t  so me  f l es h  up on  t h e  bo n es  o f  t h i s  

t im e ’  t o  t h e  ex t en t  t h a t  i t  i s  n ow  k n ow n  t h a t  a  k in g  n am ed  S e t h  

r u l ed  f o r  sh or t  p e r io d  o f  t im e  d ur in g  th e  ea r l y p a r t  o f  t h i s  

p e r i od .  

T h e  F i f t e en th  and  S even t ee n th  D yn as t i e s  a r e  i mp o r t an t  i n  t h e  

co n t ex t  o f  t h i s  t h es i s  a s  t h es e  so  ca l l ed  H yk s o s  r u l e r s  t ook  S e t h  

a s  t he i r  go d  wi t h i n  E g yp t ,  p ro b ab l y b ecau s e  t h ey s aw  many 

r e s em bl an ces  wi t h  Baa l ,  t h e  go d  th e y h ad  w or sh ip p ed  in  t h e i r  

o r i g i n a l  l an ds .   T h i s  r e l a t i on sh ip  o f  Se t h  wi th  p eo p l e  i n  t h e  

D e l t a  w ou ld  h ave  l a t e r  r epe r cuss io ns .  P os i t i v e l y,  t h e  Ni ne t een th  

D yn as t y k i n gs  co mi n g  f r om  th i s  r eg i on  wo rs h i pp ed  h im  as  t h e i r  

f ami l y go d  ( s ee  be lo w ,  ch ap t e r  9 ) ,  b u t  n ega t iv e l y,  i t  r e i n fo r c e d  

t h e  r e l a t i o ns h ip  b e tw een  S e th  an d  ‘ t h in gs  fo r e i gn ’  t o  t h e  

E g yp t i ans ,  a  r e l a t i o ns h i p  th a t  w as  v i ew ed  u nf avo u r ab l y 

f o l lo wi n g  t h e  As s yr i an  an d  Pe r s i an  con q ues t s  ( s ee  b e l ow ,  

s ec t io ns  1 0 . 8  and  11 . 3 ) .  

7 . 2  Th e  Th i r t een th  and  Fou r t eent h  D yn as t i e s  

T h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  Midd l e  Ki n gdo m i n  1 65 0  B.C . E .  s aw t h e  s t a r t  o f  

t h e  S econ d  In t e r m ed i a t e  P e r i od  ( Bo o t h  2 00 5 :  6 ) .   F iv e  d yn as t i e s  

o ccu r  du r i n g  th i s  pe r io d ,  s om e  o f  t h em  co n cu r r en t l y,  r e f l e c t in g  

t h e  d iv i s i on  o f  E g yp t  i n t o  d i f f e r en t  r eg i o ns  as  a  co ns equen ce  o f  

t h e  b r eakd o wn  o f  cen t r a l  go v er nm en t  f o l lo wi n g  t h e  dea th  o f  

Q u een  S ob ekn e f ru ,  t h e  l a s t  r u l e r  o f  t h e  T w el f t h  D yn as t y 

( C a l l end e r  2 00 0 :  17 0 ) .   D ur in g  t h e  Mid d l e  K in gd om ,  an d  

p a r t i cu l a r l y d u r in g  t h e  r e i gn  o f  A mm en em es  I I I ,  t h e r e  h ad  been  a  

m i g r a t i on  o f  p eop le  f r om th e  ea s t  i n to  t h e  D e l t a  R eg i on  (G r im al  

1 9 92 :  1 82 ) .   Whi l s t  so m e o f  t h es e  w ou l d  h av e  b een  p r i so ne r s  o f  

w a r ,  m an y h ad  b een  r ec r u i t ed  a s  m e r cen a r i e s ,  s a i l o r s  an d  

c r a f t sm en  ( O r en  1 99 7 :  x x i i ) .   A  t yp i ca l  g r ou p  can  b e  s een  in  a  

r e l i e f  on  t h e  w a l l  o f  t h e  t o mb  o f  K hn um ho tep  a t  Ben i  H asan  

d a t in g  f r om th e  6
t h

 yea r  o f  t h e  T w el f t h  D yn as t y p h a r aoh ,  

S es os t r i s  I I  ( N av i l l e  18 91 :  18 ) .   A s  t im e  p ro gr e s sed ,  t h es e  

p eop l e  began  t o  un i t e  t h e i r  co mmu ni t i es  wi t h i n  t h i s  r eg io n  and  

t o  ga in  co n t ro l  o f  t h e  s u r r ou nd in g  t e r r i t o r i es ,  h e l p ed ,  no  d o ub t ,  

b y t h e  b r eak do w n in  cen t r a l  go ve r nm en t .    
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T h e  T h i r t e en th  and  Fo ur t een t h  D yn as t i e s  ap p ea r  t o  h av e  r u l ed  

co n cu r r en t l y,  t h e  fo r mer  f r om  I t j - t awy ,  n ea r  t h e  Fayu m ,  an d  th e  

l a t t e r  f rom  an  a r ea  i n  t h e  ea s t e rn  D e l t a .   Th e r e  a r e  f ew  wr i t t en  

r eco rd s  av a i l ab l e  t o  us  f r om th es e  t wo  d yn as t i e s ,  an d  mo s t  

i n fo rm at io n  h as  b een  g l ean ed  f r om  t he  Tu r in  K in g - l i s t  (R yh o l t  

1 9 97 :  9 )  an d  t h e  r oya l  s ca r ab  sh ap ed  sea l s  (R yh o l t  1 99 7 :  3 4 -6 5 ) .   

In t e r e s t i n gl y,  am ongs t  t he  t w en t y - s ev en  k in gs  l i s t ed  i n  t he  Tu r in  

K i n g - l i s t  t h e r e  i s  on e  n amed  Se th ,  w ho m R yh o l t  (1 99 7 :  28 4 )  

s u gges t s  m ay h av e  u su r p ed  th e  t h r on e .   Un f o r tu n a t e l y o n ly  t w o  

r eco rd s  o f  t h i s  k ing  a r e  kn ow n:  a  s t e l a  f r om A b yd o s  d a t ed  t o  

yea r  4  o f  Se th ’ s  r e ign ,  l a t e r  u su rp ed  by  N e f e r h o t ep  I ,  w h ich  i s  

n o w in  th e  C a i ro  Mu s eu m (R yh o l t  1 997 :  34 3 ) ,  an d  a  l i n t e l  

i n s c r i p t i on ,  a l so  i n  t h e  C a i ro  M us eum,  th a t  co n t a i ns  h i s  

p r enom en ,  M er i b r e  ( R yh o l t  1 99 7 :  34 3 ) .   T he  f ac t  t h a t  an  

i nd iv i du a l  o f  t h i s  nam e  d i d  r u l e ,  a l be i t  f o r  a  sh o r t  t im e ,  s t r o n g l y 

s u gges t s  t h a t  a b ho r r en ce  o f  t h e  n am e  w as  n o t  ev i den t  a t  t h i s  t im e  

an d  th a t  wo rs h i p  o f  t h e  god  S e t h  w as  s t i l l  o ccu r r i n g .   Fu r t h e r  

ev id ence  fo r  t h i s  c l a im  i s  fo un d  in  S im ps on ’s  d e s c r ip t ion  ( 1 97 6 :  

4 1 -4 4 )  o f  a  s t a t u e t t e  o f  a  d ev o t ee  o f  Se t h  wh i ch  w as  fo und  i n  t h e  

v i c in i t y  o f  t h e  t emp l e  o f  H e l i op o l i s  an d  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  g r ea t  

ch ap e l  o f  S e th  in  t h a t  c i t y .  

T h e  Fo ur t een t h  D yn as t y ap p ea rs  t o  b e  th e  f i r s t  As i a t i c  dyn as t y 

w i t h i n  t h e  D e l t a  R eg i o n  (R yh o l t  1 99 7 :  9 4 ) ,  t h e  a r gum ent  f o r  t h i s  

b e in g  t h a t  n o  m on um ent s  o f  N ehs y ( t he  f ou nd e r  o f  t h e  d yn as t y)  

h av e  b een  f ou nd  o u t s id e  t h e  no r t h - ea s t  D e l t a ,  and  co nv e r se l y n o  

m on um en t s  o f  t h e  T h i r t e en t h  D yn as t y  h av e  b een  fo un d  in  t h e  

s ame  r egi on .   Un f o r t un a t e l y,  t h e  Tu r in  Ki n g - l i s t  i s  s om ew h at  

d am aged  i n  t h e  p a r t s  t h a t  w ou ld  h ave  r e f e r r ed  t o  t h e  Fo ur t een th  

D yn as t y,  s o  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  d e t e rm in e  h ow  m an y s u cces so r s  

N eh s y h ad .    R yh o l t  (1 99 7 :  97 )  s u gges t s  t h a t  t h e r e  m ay h av e  

b een  a s  m an y a s  f i f t y - s ix  k i n gs  i n  t h i s  D yn as t y.   O f  t h e  k i n g’ s  

n am es  th a t  w e  do  hav e ,  t h e  m ajo r i t y  a p p ea r  t o  b e  o f  fo r e ign  

o r i g i n ,  an d  th e  cu l tu r e  o f  t h e  d yn as t y ap p ear s  v e r y s i mi l a r  t o  

t h a t  o f  C an aan  ( R yh o l t  19 97 :  9 9 -1 02 ) .     

7 . 3  Th e  F i f t een th  a nd  S ix t een th  D yna s t i es  

T h e  F i f t e en th  D yn as t y ( 1 6 5 0- 15 50  B .C . E . )  i s  a t t r i b u t ed  t o  t h e  

H yk s o s  k i n gs ,  a  n am e  d e r i v ed  f r om the  a n c i en t  E g yp t i an  t e rm  HqA 

xAswt  o r  ‘ ru l e r s  o f  f o r e i gn  lands ’  ( Boo t h  20 05 :  7 ) .   In t e r es t in g l y,  

t h e  t i t l e  HqA xAswt   h as  n ev e r  been  f ou nd  t o ge t h e r  wi t h  t h e  

E g yp t i an  t i t l e s  o f  k i n gsh ip  ex cep t  i n  on e  cas e ,  a  do o r - j amb  

d i s cov e r ed  in  Te l l  e l - D ab ’ a  (R yh o l t  19 9 7 :  12 3 ) .   On  t h i s  j amb  

t h e  fo l l ow in g  t i t u l a r y w as  r eco r d ed :  



57 
 

[ Hr . . .  . . . ]  nbty waf-pDwt bik-nbw iry-tAS-f HqA-xAswt skr-Hr,  ‘ [ Ho r us  w h o . . .  

. . . ] .   T h e  po ss es so r  o f  t h e  W adj e t  an d  N ek hb e t  d i ad em s  w h o  

s ub du es  th e  bo w  p eo p l e .   T h e  Go ld en  Fa l con  w ho  es t ab l i s h es  h i s  

b o un da r y.   Th e  HqA-xAswt,  S ak i r - H ar’ .  

H er e ,  S ak i r -H a r  h as  t h e  f i r s t  t h r ee  com po n en t s  o f  t h e  E gyp t i an  

t i t l e s  o f  k in gsh ip ,  n am el y t h e  Ho r us ,  N eb t y an d  Gol d en  H o r us  

n am es ;  h e  d o es  n o t  h av e  t he  p r enom en  o r  no m en ,  t h e  p a r t s  

w r i t t en  in  c a r t ou ches  wh en  p r e sen t .   H i s  su cces so r ,  Kh a yan ,  d oes  

u s e  bo th  th e  HqA-xAswt   t i t l e  and  p r en om en  an d  no m en  b u t  n ev e r  

t o ge t h e r ,  s u gges t i ng  t h a t  t h e y r ep r es en t  tw o  s t age s  i n  h i s  l i f e .   

T h i s  i s  im po r t an t  a s  i t  w as  d u r in g  t h e  r e i gn  o f  K ha yan  t ha t  t h e  

w h o l e  o f  E g yp t  m ay h av e  b een  con qu er ed  b y t h e  F i f t e en th  

D yn as t y ( R yh o l t  1 99 7 :  1 24 ) .   T h i s  wou ld  h av e  been  r e f l ec t ed  i n  

K h a yan ’ s  ch an ge  f ro m th e  us e  o f  HqA-xAswt   t o  t h e  f u l l  E g yp t i an  

t i t u l a r y.   K ha yan ’ s  s u ccess o rs  a l s o  d rop p ed  t h e  HqA-xAswt   t e r m and  

o n l y u s ed  t h e  t r ad i t i on a l  E g yp t i an  t i t l e s .  

T h e  F i f t e en th  D yn as t y k i n gs  e s t ab l i s hed  t h e i r  c ap i t a l  a t  A v a r i s  

i n  t h e  no r th - eas t e rn  D e l t a  ( mo d er n  T e l l  e l  D ab ’ a ) .   T h ey ap p ear  

t o  h av e  b een  a  w a r r i o r  peo p l e  j ud g i n g  f r om  t h e  w eap on s  fo u nd  

am on gs t  t h e i r  g r ave  go od s  and  b e fo r e  t h e i r  r i s e  t o  po w er ,  t h e y 

m a y h av e  b een  rec ru i t ed  i n t o  t h e  E g yp t i an  a rm y .   H ow ev er  t h e r e  

i s  no  ev i d en ce  th a t  t h e i r  t ak eo v e r  w as  v io l en t :  Av a r i s ,  a l t h o u gh  

a  f o r t i f i ed  c i t y ,  d oes  n o t  ap pea r  t o  h av e  b een  i nv o l v ed  in  an y 

b a t t l e s ,  and  i t s  r e i n f o r ced  en c l os u r e  wa l l  w as  n o t  bu i l t  u n t i l  t h e  

en d  o f  t h e  p e r io d  wh en  th e  s t r u gg l e  wi t h  t h e  Sev en t een t h  

D yn as t y T h eb an  k in gs  w as  t ak i n g  p l ace .   Th a t  s a id ,  on ce  th e y 

h ad  e s t ab l i s h ed  t hem s e lv e s  wi t h i n  th e  D e l t a ,  i t  t oo k  tw en ty  yea r s  

f o r  t h em t o  con qu er  A b yd o s  an d  a  fu r th e r  t h i r t y  yea r s  t o  ga i n  

co n t ro l  o f  t h e  Th eban  a rea ,  su gges t i n g  th a t  t h ey d i d  en cou n t e r  

r e s i s t ance  as  t h e y t r av e l l ed  f u r th e r  s ou th  ( Bo o t h  20 05 :  10 ) .    

T h e r e  app ea rs  t o  b e  so m e con t r ov e rs y o v e r  t h e  S ix t een t h  

D yn as t y.   In i t i a l l y  i t  w as  th ou gh t  t o  co ns i s t  o n l y o f  m in or  k i n gs  

w h o  r u l ed  u nd e r  and  b y t h e  au t ho r i t y  o f  t he  H yk s o s  ( C l ayt o n  

1 9 94 :  9 5 ) ,  b u t  R yh o l t  ( 19 97 :  15 1 )  s u gges t s  t h a t  t h i s  D yn as t y 

w as ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  p recu r so r  o f  t h e  Th eban  S ev en t een th  D yn as t y,  

an d  r u l ed  an  a r ea  th a t  s t r e t ch ed  f ro m H u  i n  t h e  no r t h  t o  E d fu  i n  

t h e  so u th .  
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7 . 4  Th e  S ev en t eent h  D yna s ty  

T h e  r u l e r s  o f  t h e  Sev en t een th  D yn as t y  app ea r  t o  h av e  ex ten d ed  

t h e  k in gd om  o f  t h e  S ix t een th  D yn as t y b y p u sh in g  th e i r  b o r d e rs  

t o  A b yd o s  i n  t h e  no r th  an d  E l ep h an t in e  i n  t h e  so u t h  ( Bou r r i au  

2 0 00 :  2 05 ) .   A n  uneas y t r u ce  ap p ea rs  t o  h av e  o r i g in a l l y  ex i s t ed  

b e tw een  t h e  S ev en teen th  D yn as t y r u l e r s  an d  t h e i r  H yk s os  

co un t e r p a r t s .   Ho wev e r ,  t h i s  s i t ua t i on  cou ld  n o t  l a s t ,  and ,  i n  

w h a t  ap p ear s  t o  h av e  b een  an  a t t emp t  t o  c aus e  ho s t i l i t i e s  t o  

b r eak  ou t ,  t h e  H yk s o s  k i n g  A po ph i s  s en t  a  l e t t e r  t o  Kin g  

S eqen en r e  T ao  co mp l a in in g  th a t  t he  s ou n ds  f r om th e  l a t t e r ’ s  

h ip po po tamu s  po o l  i n  Th eb es  w e r e  d i s tu r b i n g  h i s  s l e ep  i n  t h e  

D e l t a  ( Bo o th  2 00 5 :  4 7 ) !   Th e  s t o r y i s  o u t l i n ed  in  t h e  S a l l i e r  I  

P ap yr u s ,  w h i ch  d a t e s  f r om  R am es s i d e  t im es  an d  m a y w e l l  b e  

w r i t t en  d e l i b e r a t e ly  i n  su ch  a  w a y a s  t o  sh ow  t h e  H yk s o s  in  a  

w o rs e  l i gh t  t h an  t he y ac t u a l l y  d e s e r v ed  (S i mps on  1 97 2 :  77 - 80 ) .   

Wh a tev e r  t h e  t r u t h ,  h o s t i l i t i e s  b egan  an d  S eq en en r e  Tao  

em b ar k ed  u po n  a  cam p ai gn  to  i n i t i a l l y  p u s h  th e  H yk s o s  o u t  o f  

T h eb an  t e r r i t o r y.   H e  w as  p ro b ab l y k i l l ed  in  o n e  o f  t h e  ba t t l e s ,  

a s  h i s  mu mm y s h ow s  ev i d en ce  o f  t e r r i b l e  w ou nd s  t o  h i s  h ead ,   

w h ich  app ea r  t o  h av e  b een  i n f l i c t ed  by  t h e  b a t t l e  ax e s  f av o ur ed  

b y t h e  H yk s o s  ( B ick e r s t a f f e  2 00 9 :  8 7 ) .   Fo l lo wi n g  t he  d ea t h  o f  

S eqen en r e  T ao ,  t h e  camp ai gn  w as  con t i nu ed  b y h i s  so n ,  Kam os e ,  

w h o  r eco r d ed  h i s  su cce ss es  o n  tw o  s t e l a e  o r i g in a l l y  s e t  up  a t  t h e  

K a r n ak  t em pl e  ( Boo th  2 00 5 :  4 7 ) .  

O n  o n e  o f  t h e  s t e l ae  K am os e  s t a t e s :  ‘One  p r ince  in  Avar i s  and  

a n o th e r  i n  Ku sh . . . ea ch  ho ld i ng  h i s  s l i c e  o f  t h e  b la ck  la nd  –  w ho  

s ha r e  th i s  l a nd  w i th  m e .   I  w i l l  g ra pp le  w i t h  h i m ( Ap op h i s )  t ha t  

I  m ay  c l ea ve  o p en  h i s  b e l l y  –  m y  d es i r e  i s  t o  d e l i v er  Eg yp t  an d  

t o  sm i t e  t h e  A ’ am u  ( As i a t i c s ) . ’  ( Boo th  20 05 :  4 8 ) .  

A f t e r  K amo s e ’s  d ea t h ,  h i s  b ro th e r  Ahm os e  co n t i nu ed  t h e  f i gh t .   

H e  f i r s t  b ro ke  co n tac t  b e t w een  t he  H yk so s  in  t h e  De l t a  an d  

C anaan  b y t ak in g  S i l e  o n  th e  E g yp t - S in a i  bo r de r .   T h en ,  s ecu re  

i n  t h e  kn o wl ed ge  th a t  no  re in fo r cem en t s  co u ld  a r r iv e  f r om  t ha t  

r eg i on ,  h e  b es i eged  A v ar i s ,  d r ov e  t h e  H yk s o s  o u t  and  p u rs u ed  

t h em to  Sh a r uh en  in  P a l e s t i n e  ( Boo t h  2 0 05 :  4 8 ) .   An  acco u n t  o f  

t h e  b a t t l e  fo r  A v ar i s  i s  g iv en  in  t h e  au t ob io gr aph y o f  Ahm os e ,  

s on  o f  A b an a ,  i n  h i s  t om b a t  E l  K ab  (Li ch t h e i m  19 76 :  1 2 - 1 3 ) .   

R oh l  (2 00 7 :  1 15 )  be l i e v es  t h a t  t h e  d epa r tu r e  o f  t h e  H yk s os  w as  

h e lp ed  b y t h e  e r up t i on  o f  T h er a  wh i ch  w as  hea r d  i n  t h e  Eg yp t i an  

D e l t a  and  l i k en ed  to  t h e  vo i ce  o f  S e th  ann ou n c i n g  h i s  

d i s app ro v a l  o f  H yk s os  ru l e .  Ro h l  t r ans l a t e s  t h e  co l umn  o f  
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h i e r a t i c  w r i t i n g  f oun d  in  t he  m ar g in  o f  t h e  Rh in d  M ath ema t i ca l  

P ap yr u s  a s  fo l lo w s :  

“Y ea r  11 ,  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h  o f  A kh et  ( g ro w in g  s ea so n)  t h e  b i r t h da y  

o f  S e th :  t he  ma j e s t y  o f  t h i s  g od  ca us ed  h i s  vo i ce  to  b e  h ea rd .   

T h e  b i r th da y  o f  I s i s :  t he  s ky  ra ined .”  

T h es e  t wo  ‘b i r t h days ’  b e lo n g  wi t h i n  th e  f i v e  ep agom en a l  d ays  

w h ich  p r eced e  th e  N ew  Yea r  an d  t h a t  o f  Is i s  f o l l ow s  th a t  o f  

S e t h .   Ro h l  l i k ens  th e  t e rm  ‘ t h e  s ky  ra i ned ’  t o  t he  as h  f rom  t he  

e r u p t i on  o f  T h er a  de s cend i n g  u po n  th e  D e l t a .   

R oh l  a l so  m ak es  t he  po in t  t h a t  b ecau se  th e  w a l l s  o f  A v ar i s  w e r e  

s o  s t ro n g  t h ey co u ld  no t  b e  b r each ed  (R oh l  20 07 :  1 13 )  and  s o  

A h mos e  co n c lu d ed  a  t r e a t y w i th  t h e  Hyk s o s  s o  th a t  t he y co u l d  

l e ave  E g yp t  u nm ole s t ed .   I  p r o p os e  tha t  t h e  H yk s o s  m ay a l so  

h av e  su f f e red  an  ou t b reak  o f  p l agu e  wh i l s t  t h e  s i ege  o f  Av a r i s  

w as  t ak in g  p l ace .   C e r t a i n l y P an agi o t ak op u l u  ( 20 04 :  2 71)  r epo r t s  

u p on  th e  ex i s t en ce  o f  b l ack  r a t s  ( t h e  ca r r i e r s  o f  p l agu e )  a t  t h i s  

t im e  and  a  de s c r ip t i on  o f  a  d i s eas e  t ha t  co u ld  b e  p l ague  i s  

d e s c r i b ed  i n  t h e  H ea r s t  M ed i ca l  P ap yr u s  and  n amed  ‘ th e  

C anaan i t e  i l l n e s s ’  (G o ed i ck e  1 98 4 :  9 4 ) . ’   Th e  p a ss age  r ead s  a s  

f o l lo w s :  

“Who  i s  knowl edgeab l e  l i k e  Re?   Who  knows  t h e  l i k e  o f  t h i s  go d?   

Wh en  t h e  bo d y  i s  b l a cken ed  w i th  b l a ck  sp o t s  –  t o  ar r es t  t h e  go d  

w ho  i s  a bo ve .   Ju s t  a s  S e th  h ad  b an n ed  t h e  M ed i t er ra n ean  Sea ,  

S e th  w i l l  ba n  you  l i k ewi s e ,  O  C an aa n i t e  i l l n es s !   Y ou  s ha l l  n o t  

i n t end  to  pas s  t h rough  t h e  l imbs  o f  X ,  born  o f  Y .”      

T h e  d i s ea s e  w as  p ro b ab l y ca l l ed  t h e  Can aan i t e  i l l n es s  e i t h e r  

b ecaus e  o f  t h e  p l ace  in  w h i ch  i t  s t a r t ed ,  o r  b ecaus e  o f  t he  

E g yp t i an  p r ac t i c e  o f  b l am in g  ev e r yt h in g  d e l e t e r i ou s  on  

f o r e i gn e rs ,  i n  w h i ch  cas e ,  i f  i t  w as  f i r s t  enco un t e r ed  d u r in g  th e  

s i ege  o f  A va r i s ,  t h i s  co u l d  h av e  a l s o  in f lu en ced  i t s  s ub s eq u en t  

n am e ,  and  i nd eed ,  h a s t en ed  th e  end  o f  t h e  s i ege  o f  t h a t  c i t y .  

7 . 5  Th e  H yks os  and  S et h  

T h e  Sa l l i e r  I  P ap yr u s  s t a t e s  i n  i t s  s eco n d  pa r ag r aph :   

‘ So  K ing  Apoph i s ,  l i f e ,  p r os p er i t y ,  h ea l th  ( l . p . h . )  a do p t ed  S e t h  

f o r  h im s e l f  a s  l o r d ,  a nd  h e  r e f us ed  t o  s e r ve  an y  go d  th a t  w as  in  

t h e  en t i r e  l an d  excep t  S e th .   He  b u i l t  a  t emp l e  o f  f i n e  

w or kma ns h ip  f or  e t e r n i t y  n ex t  t o  t h e  Ho us e  o f  K in g  Ap op h i s ,  

l . p .h . ,  a nd  h e  a pp ea r ed  a t  b r ea k  o f  day  in  o rd er  t o  sa cr i f i c e  

. . . d a i l y  t o  S e t h ,  w h i l e  t h e  o f f i c ia l s  o f  t h e  pa l a ce ,  l . p .h . ,  ca r r i ed  
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g ar la nd s ,  exa c t l y  as  i s  p r ac t i c ed  i n  t he  t em pl e  o f  P r e -Harakh t i ’  

( S i mps on  1 97 2 :  7 8 ) .  

Wh i l s t  t h i s  i s  ob v io us l y w r i t t en  f rom  t h e  E g yp t i an  p o i n t  o f  v i ew ,  

t h e r e  i s  no  d ou b t  t ha t  S e th  w as  th e  o n e  m emb er  o f  t h e  E g yp t i an  

p an t h eo n  t o  w hom  th e  H yk s o s  w e r e  ab l e  t o  r e l a t e .    I t  s e em s  

m o re  t h an  l i k e l y t h a t ,  a s  t h e  H yk s o s  began  to  co l on i s e  t he  D e l t a  

r e g i on ,  t h e y cam e  in to  co n t ac t  w i th  t he  in d i geno us  E g yp t i an  

p o pu l a t io n .   Th i s  po p u l a t i on  w o u ld  h av e  i n c lu d ed  d e scend an t s  o f  

t h e  o r i g in a l  S e t h  wo r sh ip pe r s  wh o  h ad  p oss ib l y b een  d r i ven  i n to  

t h i s  r eg i on  b y S co rp io n  ( see  ab ov e ,  s ec t i on  4 .4 ) ,  and  s o  th e  

H yk s o s  w o u ld  h ave  en co un te r ed  t h i s  Eg yp t i an  god  ve r y ea r l y i n  

t h e i r  t im e  in  E g yp t .    C e r t a i n l y t h e  ea r l i e s t  r e f e r en ce  to  S e t h  th a t  

w e  h av e  con temp o ra r y w i t h  t h i s  t im e  i s  o n  th e  o b e l i sk  o f  N eh s y,  

w h e r e  th e  in s c r ip t io n  ‘ Se t h ,  t h e  l o rd  o f  r-AHwt’  occu rs  (P e t r i e  

1 8 85 :  8 ,  p l .  I I I ;  T e  V el d e  19 67 :  11 8 ;  R yh o l t  1 99 7 :  3 76 ) .   N ehs y 

w as  d es c r i b ed  as  t he  e ld es t  ro ya l  s on  an d  cou ld  w e l l  h av e  b een  

s e r v in g  a s  a  com man d e r  o f  t r oo ps  in  t he  D e l t a  r eg i on ,  w h er e  h e  

w o u l d  hav e  com e in to  co n t ac t  w i th  S e t h  w or sh ip .   Su bs eq u en t l y,  

w h en  h e  becam e  k in g ,  he  m ade  S e t h  ‘Lord  o f  Avar i s ’  (Van  S e t e r s  

1 9 66 :  1 00 - 10 1) .   Ap o ph i s ,  i n  t u rn ,  o f t en  m en t i on s  h i s  p i e t y 

t o war ds  S e th  s o  w e  h av e  an  o f f e r in g  t ab l e ,  n ow  i n  t h e  C a i r o  

M us eum ,  wi t h  th e  seco nd a r y d ed i ca t ion  t o  ‘ Se th ,  Lord  o f  Xwt-wart’  

( Lab i b  19 36 :  1 60 - 16 4  and  R yh o l t  1 99 7 :  3 86 )  an d  s ev e ra l  u su r p ed  

m on um en t s  t h a t  h av e  h ad  a  s eco nd a r y  d ed i ca t i on  to  S e t h  ad d ed  

t o  t h em ,  e . g .  a  sp h inx  o f  Am en emh e t  I I  i n  t h e  Lo u v r e ,  and  fo u r  

m o re  s ph inx es  in  Ca i ro  M us eum  ( R yh o l t  19 97 :  3 86 ) .     

In t e r e s t i n gl y,  ex cav a t io ns  o f  s om e o f  t h e  t om bs  in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  

A v a r i s  h av e  r ev e a l ed  ev id en ce  o f  d onk e y b u r i a l s  ( B i e t ak  1 99 7 :  

1 0 3 ;  Bo o th  2 00 5 :  33 ) .   B i e t ak  su gges t s  t h a t  t h i s  cou ld  ind i ca t e  

t h e  i mp o r t an ce  o f  do n ke y ca r av an eer ing  an d  th a t  t h es e  tom bs  

m i gh t  b e  th e  r e s t i ng  p l ace s  o f  ex p ed i t i on  l e ad e rs ;  Boo th  

p r op os e s  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  th e  an im a l s  us ed  to  p u l l  t h e  fu n er a r y 

ca r r i age ;  b o t h  be l i ev e  t h i s  t o  b e  a  C anaan i t e  p rac t i c e  as  

ev id enced  b y K en yo n ’s  d e sc r ip t io n  o f  s im i l a r  f i nd s  a t  J e r i ch o  

( 1 96 0 :  3 06 ;  s ee  a l so  V an  S e t e r s  1 96 6 :  4 7 ) .   P e rh aps  th i s  w as  a  

p r ac t i ce  as so c i a t ed  w i th  S e t h  wo r sh i p  ( s ee  abo v e ,  s ec t io n  4 .2 ) .   

T h i s  i s  g i v en  s up por t  b y t h e  f ac t  t h a t  tw o  o f  t h e  b u r i a l s  a t  

A v a r i s  w e re  n o t  con n ec t ed  wi t h  an y t om bs  b u t  w e r e  f ou nd   i n  

o v a l  p i t s  i n  f ro n t  o f  T em pl e  V ( Bo o th  2 0 05 :  3 3 ) .   Th e  f ac t  t ha t  

f ew  b u r i a l s  o f  t h i s  t yp e  h ave  b een  d esc r ib ed  cou ld  b e  du e  to  t he  

p r ob lems  en co u n t e red  i n  ex cav a t i n g  i n  t h e  D e l t a  r eg io n .   
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In  t h e  S a l l i e r  I  P apyr u s  p a r ag r aph  q uo t ed  a t  t h e  beg i nn ing  o f  

t h i s  s ec t io n ,  l a t e r  co mm en t a to r s  (S i mps on  1 97 2 :  7 8 ;  Bo o th  20 05 :  

2 9 )  h av e  t r an s l a t ed  th e  god ’s  n am e as  ‘ Se t h ’ ,   bu t  Gu nn  an d  

G a r d i n er  (1 91 8 :  4 4 )  w e r e  a t  p a i ns  t o  po in t  ou t  t h a t  i t  sh ou ld  b e  

t r an s l a t ed  a t  ‘Se t ekh ’ ,  b e l i ev in g  th a t  t h i s  w as  th e  co r r ec t  

p r on un c ia t io n  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  D e l t a  and  an  ad ap t a t i on  o f  t he  

s o f t e r  S e t es h  o r  Se tech  t ha t  w as  t he  o r i g i na l  p ro nu nc i a t i on  o f  t h e  

go d ’ s  n am e,  an d  tha t  t h e  S e t  o r  Se th  p r o nu n c i a t i on  cam e i n  a t  

t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  N ew  Ki n gdo m.   I t  i s  ev id en t  t h a t  f rom  t he  

E i gh t een th  D yn as t y  o nw ard s  S e t  o r  S e th  becom es  t h e  E g yp t i an  

s to ck - equ iv a l en t  o f  an y go d  a s so c i a t ed  w i th  an  A s i a t i c  enem y.    

S o ,  f o r  ex amp l e ,  Ba ’ a l  i s  w r i t t en  wi t h  a  S e t h  d e t e rmi n a t iv e .    

A s sm an n  ( 19 96 :  1 99 - 20 0 )  b e l i ev e s  t h a t  t h i s  a r os e  f r om  the  t im e  

o f  t he  wo rs h i p  o f  Se t h  b y t h e  H yk s o s  an d  h i s  t r ans fo rm a t i on  i n  

t h e  m in ds  o f  t h e  E gyp t i ans  f rom  b e i n g  t h e  k i l l e r  o f  O s i r i s  an d  

t h e  r i v a l  t o  H o ru s ,  t o  a l so  b ecomi n g  an  As i a t i c  go d .   Th i s  m ean t  

t h a t ,  r a th e r  t h an  b e i n g  d em on i s ed  an d  o s t r ac i sed  and ,  a s  a  r e su l t ,  

t h e  sam e f ee l i n gs  be i n g  a t t r i bu ted  to  fo r e i gn e r s ,  b o th  w ere  s een  

a s  ex am pl es  o f  ‘o t he r n e ss ’  wh i c h  co u ld  be  r ega rd ed  a s  

ad v e rs a r i es  o r  p a r tn e r s .    T h e  f i r s t  w as  d ea l t  wi th  b y co nq u es t  

an d  su b j u ga t io n  and  t h e  s econ d  b y a l l i an ce s  and  p o l i t i c a l  

m a r r i age s .   C e r t a in l y,  t he  i mages  o f  Se t h  f ro m t h e  D e l t a  

a t t r i b u t ed  t o  t h e  New  Ki n gdom  s ho w  h im  w i th  As i a t i c  

c h a r ac t e r i s t i c s :  a  s t r e am er  f a l l i n g  f ro m h i s  h ead dr e s s  d own  h i s  

b ack ,  a  f r i n ged  k i l t  and ,  i n  s om e r ep r es en t a t io ns ,  wi t h  an  A s i a t i c  

b ea r d .   A l l  a re  a t t r i b u t e s  t yp i ca l  o f  t h e  C an aan i t e  s t o r m go d  

Ba’ a l  ( T e  V el d e  196 7 :  1 25 ,  f i g .  1 5 ;  Bo o t h  20 05 :  30 ,  f i g .  1 9 ) .   H e  

i s  r ep r e sen t ed  t h i s  w a y o n  t h e  so - ca l l ed  40 0  Y ear s  S t e l a  (M on t e t  

1 9 33 ) .   Th i s  s t e l a  w as  e r ec t ed  b y R am ess es  I I  t o  comm em o ra t e  

h i s  an ces to r s ,  i n  p a r t i cu l a r  h i s  g r ea t - g r an d fa th e r  Se th os ,  w h o  

w as  gov e rn o r  o f  t he  to wn  o f  S i l e ;  i t  r e co r ds  4 00  yea r s  o f  

w o rs h i p  o f  S e t h  in  t h e  D e l t a  r eg i on .   T h i s  p e r io d  b egi ns  b e f o re  

t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  H yk s os ,  and  s u gges t s  t h a t  S e t h  in  h i s  f o re i gn  

m an i f es t a t i o n  w as  k n ow n b ef o r e  t h e  ru l e  o f  t h e  H yk s o s  (T e  

V e ld e  1 96 7 :  1 26 ) ,  p os s i b l y b ecau s e  o f  t h e  t r ad e  b e t w een  C anaan  

an d  E g yp t  and / o r  t h e  s e t t l i n g  o f  p eop le  f r om Can aan  in  t h i s  

r eg i on ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  a s  S i l e  w as  p os i t i on ed  on  t h e  E g yp t /S i n a i  

b o rd e r .    Fu r th e r  ev id en ce  fo r  t h e  i den t i f i c a t io n  o f  S e t h  w i t h  

Ba’ a l  com es  f rom  th e  f ac t  t h a t  t he y w e r e  bo t h  r eco gn i s ed  a s  

s to rm - go ds  ( Al lo n  2 0 07 :  S2 0 ) .  T hu s  bo th  p eop l e s  w ou l d  h av e  

i d en t i f i ed  s i mi l a r  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  wi t h in  t h e  t w o  go ds  an d  i t  

w o u l d  hav e  b een  a  s im pl e  s t ep  fo r  t h e  E g yp t i ans  t o  us e  the  Se th  

d e t e r min a t iv e  wh en  th e y r e f e r r ed  t o  Ba ’ a l  i n  t h e i r  t ex t s .   In  
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t im e ,  t h i s  r e su l t ed  i n  t h e  n am e  Ba’ a l  beco min g  a  fo r e i gn  n am e 

f o r  S e th  i n  E g yp t i an  t ex t s .  

T h e  l egacy o f  t h i s  p e r i od  p r ov ed  t o  b e  a  t wo - ed ged  s w or d  f o r  

S e t h .   O n  t h e  on e  han d ,  i t  f i rml y cem en t ed  h i s  w or sh ip  wi th i n  

t h e  D e l t a  r eg i on  wh i ch  w as  to  h av e  im po r t an t  r ep er cus s i on s  in  

t h e  Ni n e t een t h  D yn as t y w h en ,  a s  t h e  fami l y - go d  o f  t h e  

R am ess i d e  k i n gs ,  he  w ou l d  b e  e l ev a t ed  t o  b e  on e  o f  t h e  s t a t e -

go d s .   O n  t h e  o t h er  h an d ,  b ecaus e  o f  Se t h ’ s  i d en t i f i c a t io n  w i th  

‘ t h in gs  fo r e i gn ’ ,  i t  w o u l d  u l t i m at e l y l ead  t o  h i s  ab ho r r en ce  in  

t h e  S a i t e  and  su bs eq u en t  G r a e c o -Ro m an  pe r i o ds  ( s ee  b e low ,  

ch ap t e r s  9  an d  12 ,  f o r  f u r t he r  d i s cu ss io n  o n  bo t h  th es e  t op i cs ) .      

7 . 6  Su mma ry  

In t e r ac t io ns  w i th  peo p l e  f r om th e  N ear  E as t  had  o ccu r r ed  

t h ro u gho u t  E g yp t i an  h i s to r y u p  to  t h i s  p o in t  m a in l y a s  a  r e s u l t  

o f  t r ad e  o r  mi l i t a r y  cam p ai gn s  o r  becau s e  p eo p l e  f r om the s e  

a r ea s  s e t t l e d  in  E gyp t  ( Z i v i e -C o ch e  20 1 1 :  2 ) .   O f  g r ea t e r  

s i gn i f i c an ce ,  bo t h  a t  t h i s  t i me  an d  in  t h e  fu tu r e ,  w er e  t he  r u l e  o f  

t h e  H yk s o s  an d  t h e i r  ado p t io n  o f  S e t h  a s  t he i r  p r in c i p a l  de i t y .   

N a t i v e  E g yp t i an s  co u l d  accep t  t h i s  a s  an  ex am pl e  o f  Se th ’ s  

‘ o th e rn e ss ’ ;  t h e  fa c t  t ha t  t h ey ch o s e  to  w r i t e  Ba ’ a l ’ s  n am e w i th  

t h e  S e t h  an im a l  as  a  d e t e rmi n a t i v e  r evea l s  t h e  c l os e  as s oc i a t io n  

t h a t  t h e y s aw  b e t ween  t he  t wo  d e i t i e s  ( Z i v i e -C o ch e  2 01 1 :  5 ) .   As  

d i s cuss ed  in  t h e  l a s t  s ec t io n  o f  t h i s  chap t e r  t h i s  was  to  h av e  

s i gn i f i c an t  r ep e r cus s i on s  wi t h  r ega r d  t o  S e th  and  h i s  w o rs h i p  

w i t h i n  E g yp t .   Th e  ea s e  w i th  wh i ch  the  H yk s os  w er e  ab l e  t o  

a s s im i l a t e  Se th  as  t h e i r  go d  do es  s t r ong l y s u gges t  t h a t ,  a s  

a l l ud ed  to  i n  t h e  l a s t  C h ap te r ,  t h e  w o rs h i p  o f  S e t h  a s  a  l oca l  god  

w i t h i n  t h e  D e l t a  r eg i o n  mu s t  h av e  b een  qu i t e  m a rk ed .  
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8 .  T HE  N EW  KI NGD O M  (pa r t  1 :  The  E ig ht een th  D ynas t y  

1 5 50 -1 29 5  B . C.E . ) .  

8 . 1  I n t rodu c t io n  

In  t h e  f i r s t  pa r t  o f  t h e  N ew Ki n gdom  th e  H yk s o s  w e r e  d r iv en  ou t  

an d  E g yp t  un i t ed  on ce  m or e  u nd e r  on e  p ha r aoh ;  b ecaus e  th e  

d yn as t y o r i g in a t ed  i n  t h e  T heb an  r eg i on  t h e  go d  Am un  i s  o n ce  

m o re  e l eva t ed  to  on e  o f  t he  s up r em e  go d s  o f  E g yp t .   How ev e r ,  

t h e r e  i s  p l en t y o f  ev id en ce  t o  i n d i ca t e  t h a t  S e t h  w as  s t i l l  an  

i mp or t an t  m em b er  o f  t he  pan t h eo n ,  e sp ec i a l l y  i n  h i s  ro l e  i n  t he  

k in g’ s  h eb - s ed  f e s t i v a l .   H i s  n am e w as  i n  gen e r a l  u s e  as  

w i t n es sed  b y t h e  d i s cov e r y o f  t h e  t omb  o f  t h e  R o ya l  Bu t l e r ,  

S e t h ,  d a t in g  to  t h e  t im e  o f  Am en op h i s  I I I ,  an d  t h e  ex i s t ence  o f  a  

w o od en  s t a t ue  b a s e  in  t he  F l o r en ce  Mu s eu m ,  d a t ed  t o  t h e  l a t e  

E i gh t een th  D yn as t y ,  be lo n gi n g  t o  t h e  ‘G r ea t  S in ge r  an d  P r o ph e t  

o f  S e t h  o f  Omb os ,  U s e rs e t h ’ .   Ev en  du r in g  t h e  Am ar na  Pe r io d  

t h e r e  i s  ev id en ce  to  s ho w  th a t  S e t h  was  s t i l l  b e in g  wo r sh ip p ed  

b y t h e  gene r a l  p opu l ace  an d  up on  t h e  r e in s t a t emen t  o f  t he  

o r i g i n a l  r e l i g io n  fo l lo wi n g  th i s  p e r i od ,  S e t h  w as  ce r t a in ly  

ack no wl ed ged  b y H o r em h eb .   

8 . 2  Th e  ea r l y  y ea rs  

T h e  H yk s o s  P e r i od  h ad  up s e t  t h e  E g yp t i an  con cep t  o f  maa t ,  a  

w o r d  wh ich  i s  gener a l l y  t r ans l a t ed  a s  o r d e r  o r  t ru th .   I t  s i gn i f i ed  

a  s t a t e  w h e re  ev e r y t h i n g  w as  as  t h e  god s  h ad  o r d a in ed  th a t  i t  

s ho u l d  b e  a t  t he  t im e  o f  c r ea t io n  an d  w h ich  h ad  t o  b e  m ai n t a i n ed  

t o  p l aca t e  t h em .   An  i mp or t an t  a s p ec t  w as  th a t  a  l eg i t im a t e  

p h a r ao h  sh ou l d  b e  o n  th e  th r on e  to  a c t  a s  i n t e rm ed i a r y b e t w een  

t h e  go ds  an d  t h e  Eg yp t i an s .   I f  t h i s  d id  no t  o ccur  t h en  i s f e t ,  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  ch aos  an d  d i s r up t io n ,  t o ok  o ve r ,  an d  t h i s  w as  

ex empl i f i ed  b y a  l i n e  o f  fo r e i gn  r u l e r s  o n  t h e  t h ro n e  o f  Eg yp t .  

T h e  T heb an  p r i n ces ,  l ed  i n i t i a l l y  b y S eq u en r e  T ao  an d  th en  b y 

h i s  s on s  K amo s e  and  Ah mos e ,  p r esu m ab l y f o r  e con omi c  an d  

s t ra t eg i c  re a so ns  as  w e l l  a s  wi s h i n g  t o  ens u r e  a  s t a t e  o f  ma at  

o v e r  t h e  w ho l e  o f  t h e  co un t r y d ec id ed  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i on  co u l d  

n o t  b e  a l l ow ed  to  co n t in ue  an d  a s  r e l a t ed  abo ve  (p ages  5 4 - 55 ) ,  

t h ey ev en tu a l l y  s u cceed ed  i n  d r iv in g  th e  H yk s o s  ou t  and  

e s t ab l i sh in g  th e i r  ru l e  ov e r  t h e  en t i r e  co un t r y.  

Wh er eas  t he  M id d le  Ki n gdo m h ad  eq ua t ed  t h e  F i r s t  In t e rm ed i a t e  

P e r i od  w i th  i n t e rn a l  ch aos ,  t h e  N ew Ki n gdo m saw  th e  s t a t e  o f  

i s f e t  as  b e i n g  caus ed  b y an  ‘ ex t e rn a l  men ace ’  and  as  a  

co ns equ en ce ,  con cen t ra t ed  i t s  m a in  con ce r ns  u po n  fo r e i gn  
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p o l i c y.   T he  o us t ing  o f  t h e  H yk s o s  w as  i n t e rp r e t ed   and  

co mm em or a t ed  in  t e r ms  o f  t he  m yt h  o f  H or us  an d  S e t h ,  w i t h  

S e t h ,  n o w be in g  s een  as  a  go d  o f  t h e  H yk s o s  and  h en ce  an  

A s i a t i c .   H ow ev er ,  h e  w as  no t  d emo ni sed  a t  t h i s  s t age  bu t  

f o r e i gn  t h in gs  b ecam e  p a r t  o f  h i s  ‘ o the r n e ss ’  ( A s sm an n  19 9 6 :  

1 9 9- 20 0 ) .  

A n  ex am pl e  can  b e  s een  i n  H a t sh eps u t ’ s  i n s c r i p t i on  a t  t h e  Sp eos  

A r t emi do s  wh i ch  inc l ud es  t h e  fo l l ow ing  p a ss age :  

‘Hear  ye ,  a l l  p er sons !   Y e  peop l e  as  many  as  y e  ar e !  I  have  done  

t h i s  accor d i ng  to  t h e  d e s i gns  o f  m y  h ea r t .   I  ha ve  r es t o r ed  t ha t  

w h i ch  w as  in  r u i ns ,  I  h a ve  ra i s ed  u p  th a t  w h i ch  wa s  un f in i s h ed  

s in ce  th e  A s ia t i cs  ( t h e  H yk s o s )  w er e  in  t h e  mi ds t  o f  A va r i s  o f  t h e  

N or t h l an d ,  a nd  t he  b ar ba r i an s  w ere  i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  t h em ,  

o ve r th ro win g  th a t  w h i ch  w as  m ad e ,  wh i l e  t h ey  ru l ed  in  

i gn or ance  o f  Re . ’  (B r ea s t ed  19 06 :  Vo l  2 :  1 25 - 12 6) .  

H e r e ,  w h i l s t  sp eak in g  aga i ns t  t he  H yk s os  an d  th e i r  su pp os ed  

d e s t ru c t io n  o f  t empl e s ,  H a t sh eps u t  d oes  n o t  d ec r y S e t h ’ s  ro l e  i n  

t h i s  s i t u a t io n ;  i n  f ac t ,  sh e  d oes  no t  even  m en t i on  h i m.    H o w ev e r  

h e  i s  m en t i on ed  in  h e r  mo r tu a r y t em ple  a t  D e i r -e l - Bah a r i  w h er e  

t h e  s to r y o f  he r  con cep t i on  b eg i ns  wi th  t h e  go d  Am un  add r e s s i n g  

t h e  t w e l v e  g r ea t  god s  o f  E g yp t ;  i n c l uded  am on gs t  t he i r  nu mb er  

i s  S e th ,  de s c r ib ed  in  t h e  acco mp an yi n g  h i e r o g l yp h s  a s  ‘ t h e  g r ea t  

l i v ing  god ’  ( Nav i l l e  1 8 96 :  13  an d  P la t e  X LV I ;  T yl d e s l e y 1 9 96 :  

1 0 3) .   S e t h  i s  a l so  d ep i c t ed  up on  a  b lock  n o w i n  th e  K a r nak  

O p en  Ai r  Mu s eum  o f f e r i n g  a  co mbi n a t io n  ‘ w as - an kh ’  t o  t h e  no s e  

o f  t he  Go d ’s  W i f e ,  K i n g  H at sh eps u t  (Cr uz - U r ib e  2 00 9 :  2 13 ) .   

H a t s h ep su t  a l so  r eco r ds  u po n  h er  o b e l i s k  a t  K a rn ak  Temple  th e  

f o l lo wi n g :  

‘ a s  I  wear  t h e  Wh i te  Cr own ,  as  I  a pp ea r  in  t he  R ed  Cr own ,  as  

H o ru s  an d  Se th  h a ve  un i t ed  f or  m e  th e i r  ha lve s ,  a s  I  ru l e  t h i s  

l an d  l i k e  t h e  so n  o f  I s i s  ( i . e .  H or us ) ,  as  I  ha ve  b eco m e s t ro n g  

l i k e  t h e  s on  o f  N u t  ( i . e .  Se th )  ( Se th e  an d  H el ck   1 90 6 :  3 66 ,  

Br ea s t ed  J . H .  19 06 :  (2 )1 33 ) .    

H e r e  Ha t s h eps u t  i s  s a yi n g  th a t  no t  o n ly  can  s h e  ru l e  as  Ho r us ,  

b u t  t ha t  i f  s h e  m us t  us e  fo r ce  th en  s h e  can  b e  S e th ;  n e i t h e r  o f  

t h es e  t wo  a sp ec t s  o f  k i n gsh i p  can  b e  d i sp ens ed  wi t h  and  h en ce  

S et h  cann o t  b e  i gno r ed .   S o  w hi l s t  S e t h ’ s  r o l e  a s  go d  o f  t h e  

H yk s o s  cann o t  b e  fo r go t t en ,  h i s  an c i en t  r o l e  i n  t h e  E g yp t i an  

k in gs h i p  needs  t o  be  r em emb er ed .   In deed  Ha t s heps u t ’ s  f a t h e r ,  

T h uth mo s i s  I ,  b u i l t  a  t em pl e  d ed i ca t ed  to  S e t h  a t  Omb os  w h e r e   
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F i gu r e  1 0 :  Li n t e l  f ro m th e  t emp l e  o f  Th u t hm os i s  I  a t  Nu b t  ( f r om  

P e t r i e  an d  Qu ib e l l  1 8 96 :  6 7  and  P l a t e  LX X V II ) .  

 

F i gu r e  1 1 :  Sand s t on e  j am b  f ro m t emp le  o f  Th u tm os i s  I I I  a t  N ub t  

( f r om  P e t r i e  and  Qu ib e l l  18 96 :  68  and  P l a t e  LX X IX ) .    
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P et r i e  an d  Qu ib e l l  d i s cov e r ed  a  m agn i f i c i en t  l i n t e l  ( F i gur e  10 ) ,  

n o w s ad l y d e s t r o ye d ,  u po n  wh ich  Se th  i s  d ep i c t ed  p r e sen t i n g  an  

a n kh  ( s i gn i f yi n g  l i f e )  t o  a  h aw k  wh ich  i s  p e r ch ed  u po n  th e  k a  

n am e o f  t h e  k in g  (P e t r i e  an d  Qu ib e l l  1 8 96 :  6 7  and  P l a t e  

LX X V II )    T hu thmo s i s  I I I  w as  a l s o  ac t iv e  a t  t h i s  t empl e  a s  

s ho w n b y t h e  d i s cov e r y b y P e t r i e  o f  a  s and s t on e  j amb  o f  a  

d o or w ay o n  w hi ch  h e  i s  c a l l ed  ‘ t h e  be l oved  o f  S e th ,  t h e  bu l l  o f  

N u bt ,  l o rd  o f  t h e  sou t h ’  ( F i gu r e  1 1 ) ,  an d  b y h i s  f ou nd a t io n  

d epo s i t s ,  a l l  o f  w h ich  h av e  en gr av ed  up o n  t h em:  ‘The  good  god  

M en -K h ep e r -R e ,  b e l o ved  o f  S e th  o f  Nub t . ’  ( Pe t r i e  and  Q uib e l l  

1 8 96 :  6 8  and  P l a t e  LX X IX ) .   A l s o  f oun d  w as  a  s t e l a  ( F i gu r e  1 2 ) ,  

( P e t r i e  and  Qui b e l l  1 89 6 :  68  an d  P l a t e  LX X V II I) ,  n o w  i n  t h e  

M an ch es t e r  M us eum  (acqu i s i t i o n  no  45 2 8) ,  b e l on g in g  to  an  

o f f i c i a l  n am ed  An ho t ep ,  wh i ch  h as  a  f i n e  d ep i c t io n  o f  S e t h  

s t an d in g  b e fo r e  an  a l t a r  accom p an i ed  b y  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  

i ns c r i p t i on s :  

A t  t o p :  ‘ Se t h  o f  N ub t ,  l o r d  o f  p r o v i s ion s ,  g r ea t  o f  s t r eng t h ,  

p ow er fu l  o f  a r m ’ .  

T o  th e  r i gh t  o f  a l t a r :  ‘ (m i s s in g )  o f  Amun ,  Anho t ep ’  

A t  b o t t om:  ‘made  by  th e  w ab - pr i es t  o f  A m un ,  t h e  ch i e f  o f  

c r a f t s men ,  N ed kem ’ .  

T h e  s eco nd  co ns equ en ce  o f  t h e  ex p u l s i on  o f  t h e  H yk s o s  w as  th e  

e l eva t i on  o f  Am un ,  i n i t i a l l y  a  d e i t y  l o ca l  t o  T h eb es .   

Wo r sh i pp ed  in  t h i s  c ap ac i t y b y A h m ose ,  t h e  fo un d e r  o f  t he  

E i gh t een th  D yn as t y ,  Am un  b ecam e a  s t a t e  god  and  h i s  t emp l e  a t  

K a r n ak  b ecam e  a  hu ge  r e l i g i ou s  cen t re  r e ce i v in g  t r i b u t e  f r om  t h e  

s u ccess f u l  w a r  c amp a i gns  o f  t h e  p h ar ao hs  o f  t he  N ew  K ingd o m ,  

w h o  a l l  add ed  va r io us  p yl o n s ,  co ur t s  em b el l i sh ed  wi th  ob e l i s ks ,  

s h r i ne s  and  a l t a r s  ce l eb r a t in g  th e i r  acco mp l i s hm en t s .   Bu t  ev en  

h e r e  a t  t h e  c en t r e  o f  Am un ’ s  cu l t ,  S e t h  i s  r ep r es en t ed .   A t  t h e  

r e a r  o f  t h e  t em pl e  co mpl ex  Th u t hm os i s  I I I  b u i l t  a  s ump tuo us l y 

d eco ra t ed  Fes t iv a l  H a l l  t o  co mm em or a t e  h i s  Sed  Fes t i v a l ,  w h er e  

o n e  o f  t h e  r e l i e f s  dep i c t s  t he  p h a r ao h  b e in g  i ns t r u c t ed  b y  S e th  i n  

t h e  us e  o f  t h e  b ow  ( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 4 :  18 4 ) ,  o n ce  aga in  

em ph as i s i n g  S e t h ’ s  s t r en g t h  and  mi l i t a r y acu m en .    

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  d i ch o t om y i n  Se th ’s  ro l e  con t in u ed ;  i t  c an  be  s een  

i n  t h e  Am d ua t ,  t h e  s to r y o f  t h e  s un go d’ s  j ou rn e y t h ro u gh  t h e  

n e th e r wo r l d ,  t h a t  t o o k  p l ace  ev e r y n i gh t  w hen  th e  s un  s e t  i n  t he  

w es t  u n t i l  i t s  r eb i r th  i n  t h e  ea s t  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  mo r n in g .   T h e  

m os t  co mpl e t e  v e r s i on  o f  t h i s  i s  s een  o n  th e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  t om b o f  
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T h uth mo s i s  I I I  i n  t h e  V a l l ey o f  t he  Kin gs .   Th e  s t o r y i s  d i v i ded  

i n t o  t w e l v e  ho ur s  an d  in  t he  i n t ro du c t io n  to  t he  f i r s t  on e  can  b e  

r ead  ( Sch w eiz e r  2 01 0 :  3 3 ) :  

T hi s  g od  ( i . e .  Re )  en t er s  t h r ou gh  t he  wes t e rn  g a t ew a y  o f  t h e  

h or i z on .   S e t h  s t and s  up on  t h e  r i v er ban k .   

H er e  i n  t h e  d a r kn ess ,  d an ge r  l i e s ,  S e t h  i s  h e r e  po r t r a yed  as  t h e  

m u rd e r e r  o f  Os i r i s  an d  a s  a  p oss ib l e  t h r ea t  t o  t h e  su n - god  

h im se l f .   Bu t  i n  t he  s eco nd  h ou r  w e  s ee  po r t r a yed  a  f i gu re  wi th  

t h e  h eads  o f  b o t h  Se t h  and  H o ru s .   S ch w eiz e r  ( 20 10 :  53 )  

b e l i ev e s  t h a t  t h i s  f i gu r e  p e r so n i f i e s  t he  un io n  o f  op pos i t es ,  t h e  

t w o  f ace s  o f  ev er yt h in g  th a t  ex i s t s ,  o nce  aga in  im pl yi n g  th a t  

ev e r yo n e  h a s  a  l i gh t  an d  a  d a rk  s i d e .   R e  n eed s  to  u t i l i s e  t h i s  

d a r k  s id e  o f  S e th  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e fea t  t he  s e rp en t  Ap op h i s ,  w h o  i s  

i n t en t  on  an n ih i l a t i n g  th e  w ho l e  o f  c r ea t i on  an d  a l lo wi n g  ch aos  

t o  ho ld  s w ay.   So ,  i n  t h e  s ev en th  h ou r  t w o  f i gu r es  a r e  d ep i c t ed  

i n  t h e  p ro w  o f  t h e  s o l a r  b a rq u e  co n f ron t i n g  A po ph i s :  o n e  i s  I s i s ,  

w e l l  k no wn  fo r  h e r  m agi ca l  s k i l l s ,  bu t  t h e  o t h e r  i s  Se th ,  h e r e  

b ecomi n g  o n e  o f  Re ’ s  p r i n c ip a l  de f end e r s  and  u t i l i s in g  h i s  

p o w er s  o f  s t r en g th  an d  en er g y i n  o rd e r  t o  wa r d  o f f  u l t im at e  

ch aos  an d  ca t as t ro ph e  (S ch w eiz e r  20 10 :  1 41 ) .  As  Sp e l l  108  o f  

t h e  Boo k  o f  t h e  D ead  p u t s  i t  ( Fau lk n er  19 72 :  10 1) :  

“Get  back  t he  s ha rp  kn i f e  wh i ch  i s  i n  my  hand!   I  s t and  be f or e  

yo u ,  n a v i ga t in g  ar ig h t  a nd  s ee i ng  a fa r .   Co ver  yo ur  f ace ,  f o r  I  

f e r r y  a cr os s ;  g e t  ba ck  b ecaus e  o f  m e ,  f o r  I  am  t he  Ma le !   I  a m  

h a l e  a nd  I  r em ain  h a l e ,  f o r  I  am  t h e  gr ea t  m ag i c ia n ,  t he  s on  o f  

N u t  ( i . e .  S e t h ) ,  and  power  aga ins t  you  has  been  g ran t ed  to  me .”  

T h uth mo s i s  I I I  w as  a  g r ea t  w a r r i o r - pha r ao h  ex t en d in g  the  

E g yp t i an  Em pi r e  f a r  i n t o  S yr i a  b y h i s  d ec i s i v e  cam p ai gns  aga i ns t  

t h a t  o f  t h e  r i v a l  emp i re  o f  M i t an n i  ( Bryan  2 0 00 :  2 4 3 ) .   Th e  

s ub s eq u en t  v a s t  emp i re  w as  m ain t a in ed  b y t h e  camp ai gn s  o f  h i s  

s u ccess o rs ,  Am enop h i s  I I ,  T h u th mos i s  IV  an d  Am en op h i s  I I I .   

T h e  lo n g  re i gn  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  ex t en d i n g  a s  i t  d i d  fo r  a lm os t  4 0  

yea r s  ( 1 38 6 -1 34 9  B. C . E . ) ,  w as  o n e  o f  t h e  m os t  p r os p er ou s  and  

s t ab l e  i n  E g yp t i an  h i s t o r y u p  to  t h a t  po in t .   Am en o ph i s  I I I  h ad  

h im se l f  d ep i c t ed  b e t w een  S e t h  an d  H o ru s ,  wh o  a r e  c ro w nin g  

h im ,  on  th e  p yl o n  o f  h i s  t em pl e  a t  S u lb ,  b e t w een  th e  s econ d  and  

t h i rd  c a t a r ac t s  o f  t h e  Ni l e  ( Lep s i us  18 4 9 :   v ;  23 3 ;  Po r t e r  and  

M os s  19 75 :  16 9) .  Th i s  s cen e  was  l a t e r  u su r p ed  b y A m enop h i s  

IV ,  p r es um ab l y b e f o r e  h e  b ecam e w ho l e -h ea r t ed l y i nv o l ved  i n  

t h e  cu l t  o f  t h e  A ten .  
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D u r i n g  t h i s  r e i gn  we  h av e  th e  f i r s t  ev id en ce  fo r  an  ac tu a l  cu l t  o f  

t h e  At en  ( t he  s un ’ s  d i s k )  wh ich  w as  b as ed  a t  H e l i op o l i s  wi th  i t s  

o w n p r i es t ho od  an d  t emp l e  ( F l e t ch e r  20 0 0 :  61 ) .    

Wit h  r ega r d  to  t h e  go d ’ s  n am e b e i n g  in  gen e ra l  u s e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  

i n  19 96 ,  w h i l s t  ex cav a t in g  a t  S aqq a r a ,  t h e  F r en ch  E g yp t o l o g i s t ,  

A l a i n  Z i v i e ,  d i s co ve r ed  a  t om b  be lo n gi n g  t o  t h e  R o ya l  Bu t l e r ,  

S e t h ,  t hu s  i nd ica t ing  t h a t  t h e  n am e  o f  t h e  go d  cou l d  a l so  b e  a  

p e r so n’ s  n am e.   T he  n am e wi th in  th e  to mb  was  w r i t t en  in  t wo  

w a ys ,  e i t he r  as  t h e  s ea t ed  Se th - an im al  o r  wi t h  ph on e t i c  s ign s  

f o l lo w ed  b y a  k n ee l in g  pe r so n  ( Z iv i e  1 9 97 :  3 73 - 38 2)  s o :  

 or 



  

A l s o  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  d yn as t y i s  a  wo od en  s t a t u e  

b a s e  i n  t h e  F l o r en ce  Mu s eum  whi ch  i s  i n s c r ib ed  fo r  U s e rs e th ,  

  

T h e  o w n e r  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  ‘G r e a t  S i n g e r  a n d  P r o p h e t  o f  S e t h  a t  

O m b o s ’  (P e l l eg r in i  1 8 98 :  9 6 ;  Po r t e r  and  M os s  19 64 :  78 7) ,  

i nd i ca t in g  th a t  t h i s  t o w n  w as  s t i l l  a s so c i a t ed  w i t h  t h e  wor s h i p  o f  

S e t h .  

8 . 3  Th e  Grea t  Hymn  t o  Os i r i s  

A  r ou nd - t op p ed  l imes to ne  s t e l a  f i r s t  de s c r i b ed  b y M o r e t  (1 9 31 :  

7 2 5- 75 0 )  i s  d a t ed  to  t h i s  pe r i o d .   Tw o  o f f e r in g  scen es  a re  c a rv ed  

o n  i t :  o n  th e  l e f t ,  an  o f f i c i a l  n am ed  Am enmo s e  and  h i s  wi f e ,  

N e f e r t a r i ,  a r e  s ea t ed  be f o re  an  o f f e r ing  t ab l e  and ,  on  t he  r i gh t  a  

l ad y n am ed  Bak e t  i s  d ep i c t ed  wi t h  a  p r i es t  p e r f o rmi n g  r i t e s  

b e f o re  h e r .   Be lo w  t h es e  s cen es  a r e  t wen t y - e i gh t  l i n es  o f  

h i e r o g l yp h s  wh i ch  co n t a i n  th e  ‘ h ym n  to  Os i r i s . ’   Th i s  h ym n 

g i v e s  t h e  f u l l es t  a cco un t  i n  E g yp t i an  ra t h e r  t h an  G r eek  o f  t h e  

co n f l i c t  o f  O s i r i s  an d  S e th .   I t  i s  u n iqu e  i n  t h i s  r es p ec t ,  p os s i b l y 

b ecaus e  th e  s l a yi n g  o f  Os i r i s  b y S e th  w as  so  r ep u gn an t  t o  t h e  

E g yp t i ans  t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  n o t  b r i n g  them se lv e s  t o  w r i t e  i t  d o wn ,  

p r e sum ab l y a s  t h ey  b e l i ev ed  t ha t  t h i s  w o u l d  m ak e  i t  r e a l .  E ven  

i n  t h i s  ex amp l e ,  t he  a c t u a l  d eed  i s  on ly  a l l ud ed  to  an d  no t  fu l l y  

d e s c r ib ed  ( Li ch th e im  1 97 6 :  8 1 ) .  H ow ev e r ,  o t he r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

s to r y ,  su ch  a s  t h e  v i nd ica t io n  o f  bo th  O s i r i s  and  h i s  so n ,  H o r us ,  

co u l d  b e  de s c r ib ed  i n  mo r e  d e t a i l .   

T h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t he  t ex t  p r a i s es  O s i r i s  an d  d es c r i b es  how  h i s  

f a th e r ,  G eb ,  r e co gn i s in g  h i s  man y q u a l i t i e s ,  g iv e s  h im  t h e  

k in gs h i p  o f  E g yp t .   T h i s  i s  fo l lo w ed  by  a  d e s c r i p t i on  o f  ho w  h i s  
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s i s t e r / wi f e ,  I s i s ,  was  h i s  p ro t ec to r  and  s ou gh t  h i s  b od y a f t e r  h i s  

d ea th ,  r e an i m at ed  i t  an d  w as  ab l e  t o  co n ce i ve  Ho r us :  

‘H is  s i s t er  w as  h i s  g u ard ,  sh e  wh o  dr ove  o f f  h i s  f o e s ,  wh o  

s to pp ed  t h e  d eed s  o f  t h e  d i s tu rb er  ( p re s um ab l y S e t h )  b y  t h e  

p ow er  o f  h er  u t t er an ce .   Th e  c l ever - t on g ued ,  w ho se  s p eech  f a i l e d  

n o t ;  e f f e c t i v e  i n  t he  wo rd  o f  co m ma nd ;  mi gh t y  I s i s  wh o  pr o t ec t e d  

h e r  br o t he r ;  w ho  so u gh t  h im  w i th ou t  w ear y i ng .   Wh o  r oam ed  th e  

l an d  la m en t in g ,  n o t  r es t i n g  t i l l  s h e  fo un d  h i m ,  w ho  m ad e  a  s ha d e  

w i th  h e r  p lu m ag e ,  c r ea t ed  b r ea t h  w i t h  h er  w i ng s .   Wh o  jub i l a t ed ,  

j o i ned  her  b ro ther ,  ra i s ed  t h e  weary  one ’ s  i n er tnes s ,  r ece i ved  

t h e  seed ,  b or e  t he  h e i r ,  ra i s ed  th e  ch i l d  i n  s o l i t ud e ,  h i s  a b od e  

u n kn ow n .   Wh o  br ou g h t  h i m wh en  h i s  a r m w as  s t ro ng  i n to  t h e  

b ro ad  h a l l  o f  G eb . ’     ( Li ch t h e im  1 97 6 :  83 - 84 ) .  

T h e  t ex t  t h en  go es  o n  to  d e s c r ib e  h ow  p l eas ed  t h e  En n ead  w as  t o  

w e l co me  Ho r us  and  h ow  t he y r eco gn i sed  h im a s  t h e  h e i r  t o  

O s i r i s  an d  t h e  r i gh t f u l  ow n e r  o f  t h e  k in gs h i p  and  h ow  S e th  w as  

g i v en  t o  H o rus :  

‘They  gave  t o  I s i s ’  s on  h i s  f o e ,  h i s  a t ta ck  co l laps ed ,  t h e  

d i s t ur b er  s u f f e red  h ur t ,  h i s  f a t e  o ve r to o k  th e  o f f en der . ’  

( Li ch t h e im  1 97 6 :  84 ) .  

T h e  f in a l  p a r t  o f  t he  t ex t  p r a i s es  t h e  ben e f i cen t  r u l e  o f  Ho r us ,  

an d  b y a s s o c i a t io n ,  t h a t  o f  t he  ru l in g  p h a r ao h .  

8 . 4  Th e  A ma rna  heres y   

In  1 3 5 2  B .C .E .  Amen op h i s  I I I  d i ed ,  an d  w as  s u cceed ed  by  h i s  

s on ,  Am eno p h i s  IV .   A meno p h i s  I I I  h ad  ac t i v e l y p r om ot ed  t h e  

s o l a r  cu l t s ,  m ayb e  i n  an  a t t emp t  t o  cu r b  t he  po w er  o f  t he  A mu n  

p r i e s t ho od ,  wh o  w er e  r un n in g  a  v i r tu a l  s t a t e  wi t h in  a  s t a t e ,  

b a s ed  o n  th e  v as t  ag r i cu l tu r a l  e s t a t e s ,  go l d  and  s l av es  t h a t  h ad  

a l l  b een  d ed i ca t ed  t o  t h e  go d  b y t h e  E i gh teen t h  D yn as t y 

p h a r ao hs .    H e  appea r s  t o  h av e  do ne  th i s  w i t h  s om e  s k i l l ,  

m an agi n g  t o  k eep  th e  p r i e s t ho od  a t  K ar n ak  h ap p y w h i l s t  

p r om ot i n g  th e  s un  go d  i n  t h e  f o rm o f  t h e  At en .  Am eno p h i s  I I I ’ s  

s u ccess o r  sh ou l d  hav e  b een  h i s  e ld e s t  so n ,  Tu t hm os i s ,  wh o  i s  

k n ow n b es t  f r om  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a r ou nd  M emp hi s ,  w he r e  h e  w as  

t h e  Hi gh  p r i e s t  o f  P t ah  (R eeves  20 01 :  6 1 ) .   Un fo r t un a t e ly ,  

T h u th mo s i s  d i ed  b ef o r e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  and  A meno p h i s  IV  w as  n am ed  

h e i r  a ro un d  t h e  t ime  o f  h i s  f a th e r ’ s  f i r s t  S ed - f e s t i v a l  i n  r egn a l  

yea r  3 0 .  
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B y t r ad i t i o n ,  t h e  ph a r aoh  s t oo d  a s  t h e  in t e r med i a r y b e t ween  t he  

go d s  and  m en ,  i n  l i f e  t h e  in ca rn a t io n  o f  Ho ru s ,  an d  i n  d ea t h  on e  

w i t h  Os i r i s  an d  t h e  im pe r i sh ab l e  s t a r s .   D u r in g  th e  r e i gn  o f  

A m en op h i s  I I I ,  b e l i e f  i n  t he  d iv in i t y  o f  t he  ph a r ao h  had  b een  

d e l ib e r a t e l y e l ev a t ed  t o  r e - es t ab l i sh  k i n g l y au t ho r i t y  a s  aga i n s t  

t h a t  o f  t h e  p r i es t s  o f  t he  va r i ou s  cu l t s ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  o f  Am un .   

A m en op h i s  I I I  h ad  b een  p rep a r ed  to  do  t h i s  s t ea l t h i l y ,  bu t  h i s  

s on  wi s h ed  t o  s ee  th e  p h a raoh  back  in  t h e  po s i t i on  h e  h ad  

o ccup ie d  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  E g yp t i an  h i s to r y,  i . e .  a s  so l e  ru l e r .  

A m en op h i s  IV  ( A kh en a t en )  w as  d ev o ted  t o  t h e  At en  cu l t  s o  h e  

i n i t i a l l y  ch a l l en ged  th e  cu l t  o f  Amu n  in  i t s  o wn  cen t r e ,  t he  

t em pl e  a t  K a rn ak .   H e r e ,  Am eno ph i s  IV  b egan  an  ex tens iv e  

b u i ld i n g  p r o gr amme  o f  t empl e s  d ed i ca t ed  t o  t h e  w o rs h ip  o f  t he  

A t en .   T h es e  t em ple s  we r e  m ai n l y b u i l t  u s i n g  s an ds to ne  b l o ck s  

o f  t wo  s i z e s .   Th e  f i r s t ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  l a rge  b lo cks  ca r ved  in  

t r ad i t i on a l  s t yl e ,  cam e  f r om th e  s ou t he r n  ga t ew ay t h a t  

A m en op h i s  IV  co ns t r uc t ed  a t  K a rn ak  (R eev es  20 01 :  91 -92 ) ;  t h e  

s econ d ,  sm a l l e r  b lock s  o f  h a l f - cub i t  l en g t h ,  a re  gen er a l l y  

r e f e r r ed  t o  as  ‘ t a la t a t ’ .   Th es e  t a l a t a t  w e r e  su bs equ en t l y  us ed ,  

w h en  Am eno p h i s  IV ’ s  mo nu ment s  a t  K a r n ak  we r e  d es t royed  b y 

h i s  s u cce ss o r s ,  a s  i n - f i l l  f o r  t h e i r  mo nu m ent s .   In  r e cen t  yea r s ,  

co mp ut e r i s ed  s tu d y o f  t h es e  b lo ck s  h as  b een  un d er t ak en  b y t h e  

A k h en a t en  T emp l e  P ro j ec t  ( A T P) ,  a  j o i n t  A mer i can -C an ad i an -

E g yp t i an  v en tu r e  de s c r i b ed  b y S mi t h  an d  Red fo r d  (1 97 6 ) .   F r om  

t h i s  p r o j ec t  i t  h a s  b ecom e app a r en t  t ha t  A m en op h i s  IV  

ce l eb r a t ed  a  h eb - s ed  f e s t i v a l  i n  t h e  s eco nd  o r  t h i rd  yea r  o f  h i s  

r e i gn .   T h i s  f e s t i v a l  was  no rm a l l y c e l eb r a t e d  in  t h e  t h i r t i e t h  yea r  

o f  a  k i n g’s  r e i gn  (N ew b y 1 9 8 0 :  8 5 ) ,  so  wh y d i d  Am en oph i s  

c e l eb r a t e  h i s  so  ea r l y i n  h i s  r e i gn?   A  p os s i b l e  ans w er  i s  t h a t  i t  

m a y h av e  b een  t h i r t y  yea r s  s i nce  h i s  f a t h e r  h ad  b egun  to  p r om ot e  

t h e  su n - cu l t  o f  t h e  A t en ,  a  t h eo r y g i v en  c r ed en ce  b y t h e  ep i t he t ,  

i m y -h eb - s ed , ’h e  w ho  i s  i n  j u b i l e e ’  w h ich  i s  f r eq u en t l y  app l i ed  

t o  t h e  At en  d i s c  (Sm i th  an d  R ed fo rd  19 7 6 :  64 ) .   Wh at  i s  

i n t e r es t in g  f ro m t he  po in t  o f  v i ew  o f  t h i s  t he s i s  i s  t h a t  am on gs t  

t h e  t a l a t a t  r e l a t i n g  to  t he  f es t i v a l  s tud i ed  b y  t h e  A TP  i s  o n e  th a t  

d ep i c t s  a  co uch  wi th  t h e  S e t h  an im a l  ab o ve  i t  (Smi th  an d  

R edf o rd  1 97 6 :  P l a t e  85  (1 ) ) .   W o rsh ip  b y t h e  k in g  o f  t h e  v a r i ou s  

go d s  in  t he  E g yp t i an  pan t h eo n  w as  an  i mp or t an t  p a r t  o f  a  

t r ad i t i on a l  j ub i l e e  f e s t i v a l  ( F rank f o r t  1 9 48 :  8 2 -8 3)  an d  wh i l s t  

t h e  At en  h a s  b een  rep o r t ed  as  t h e  o n l y  go d  r ep re s en ted  a t  t h i s  

f e s t i v a l  (R eev es  2 00 1 :  9 7 ) ,  t h e  ab ov e  f i nd i n g  s u gges t s  

o th e r wi s e ,  and  i t  ma y b e  t ha t  i n  sp i t e  o f  Am en op h i s  IV ’ s  

m is g iv in gs ,  m u ch  o f  t h e  f e s t i v a l  f o l l ow ed  th e  t r ad i t i on a l  l i ne s .   
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S o  Am eno p h i s  IV  w o u l d  hav e  b een  c ro w n ed  w i th  b o t h  the  W hi t e  

C r ow n o f  t h e  so u th  and  t h e  R ed  C r own  o f  t h e  no r t h  (Sm i t h  and  

R edf o rd  1 97 6 :  6 5  an d  p l a t e s  85  (7 / 8 )  an d  6 7 ;  75  (2 ) )  and  w as  

p r ob ab l y p r e s en t ed  w i th  fo u r  a r r o ws  by  p r i e s t s  w ear in g  Ho r us  

an d  Se th  m as ks  w hich  h e  t hen  sh o t  t o  t h e  fo u r  c a rd i n a l  p o i n t s  i n  

a  m agi c  as s au l t  o n  a l l  p os s i b l e  en emi es  (N ew b y 1 9 8 0 :  85 ) .   

Fo l l ow in g  th i s  j u b i l e e ,  Am en op h i s  IV  d ec id ed  t o  ab an do n  b o th  

M emp hi s ,  t h e  admin i s t r a t i v e  cap i t a l ,  an d  T heb es ,  t h e  r e l i g i o us  

cen t r e ,  and  to  ch a nge  h i s  n am e  to  Ak hen a ten  (“He  who  i s  

e f f e c t i v e  on  th e  Aten ’ s  beha l f” ) .  H e  a l so  m ov ed  t h e  cap i t a l  t o  a  

n ew  s i t e ,  mo d e rn  Te l l - e l - Am arn a  i n  Mi dd le  E g yp t ,  w he r e  a  n ew 

c i t y  k n o wn  as  A kh e t a t en  (“ the  Hor i zon  o f  t he  At en” )  wo u ld  be  

b u i l t  (R eev es  20 01 :  1 03 ) .   Th en ,  i n  Y ea r  10  o f  h i s  r e i gn ,  a  

d ec r ee  w en t  f o r th  t o  s m as h  up  th e  d iv in e  s t a tu e s  an d  h ack  o u t  

t h e  n am es  an d  i m ages  o f  A mu n  and  h i s  con so r t ,  Mu t ,  an d  t h i s  

w as  accom pan i ed  by  a  f o cu sed  a t t a ck  u p on  th e  b i r th  s cenes  o f  

H a t s h ep su t  a t  D e i r -e l - Bahr i  and  A meno p h i s  I I I  a t  t h e  Lux o r  

t em pl e .   Fu r t h e rmor e ,  t h e  A t en  w as  now  r ega r d ed  a s  t h e  on l y 

t r ue  d e i t y ,  s o  an y r e f e r en ce  i n  t h e  h i e ro g l yp h s  t o  o th e r  ‘ go ds ’  

w as  a l s o  ex c i s ed .   T h i s  p e r s ecu t io n  wen t  as  f a r  a s  s ma l l ,  

p e r so n a l  i t ems  s u ch  as  k oh l  po t s  and  s ca r ab s  w he r e  th e  t h r ee  

s i gns  m ak in g  up  Am un ’ s  nam e w e re  rem ov ed .  

D i d  t h e  p e r s ecu t io n  ex t end  to  t h e  wo r sh ip  o f  S e th?   I f  t h e  4 00  

Y ea r  S t e l a  ( Brea s t ed  1 9 06 :  Vo l  3 ,  22 6 - 2 28  an d  th i s  t h es i s ,  

s e c t io n  9 . 5 ) ,  i s  t o  b e  b e l i ev ed  t h en  t h i s  app ea rs  u n l i k e l y  in  t he  

D e l t a  r eg i on  and  r ecen t  s tu d i es  a t  D akh l eh  O as i s  wo u ld  a l so  

s u gges t  t h a t  h e r e  t h e  wo rs h i p  o f  S e t h  co n t i nu ed  un in t e r rup t ed  

( Ik r am  –  p e r s on a l  co mm uni ca t io n ) .   Fu r t he r mo r e ,  a t  A kh e ta t en  

i t s e l f ,  r e cen t  ex c ava t i on  b y K em p ( 200 8 :  4 1 -4 6)  h a s  sh ow n  t he  

p r e s en ce  o f  ob j ec t s  t h a t  d ep i c t  god s ,  go d dess e s  an d  s ym b o l s  t ha t  

b e lo n g  to  t h e  t r ad i t i on a l  f i e l d  o f  pe r son a l  b e l i e f .   S o  m any 

ex ampl e s  o f  Bes ,  t h e  g r o t es qu e  d w ar f  f i gu r e  wh o  w ar d ed  o f f  ev i l  

s p i r i t s ,  hav e  b een  fo u nd ,  a s  we l l  a s  o f  t h e  go dd ess -m ons t e r ,  

T aw er e t ,  pa r t  c ro cod i l e ,  p a r t  h ip po po tam us ,  wh o  w as  as so c i a t ed  

w i t h  ch i l db i r th .   A l s o  in  t he  ro ya l  w ork m en ’s  v i l l age  a t  

A k h et a t en ,  s t e l a e  ded i ca t ed  to  Is i s  and  Sh ed  hav e  b een  

d i s cov e r ed  (Wa t t e r s on  1 9 8 4 :  1 58  an d  2 0 8) .  N o  s t a tu e s  o r  s ca rabs  

d ep i c t in g  S e t h  h ave  b een  f ou n d  up  to  t h e  p r e s en t  b u t  t h i s  d oes  

n o t  m ean  t h a t  t h e y d id  n o t  ex i s t .  As  Kem p con c l ud es :  “ Fro m  o ur  

p e r s p ec t i v e  A ma rna  i s  an  a cc i d en t a l  e xp er i men t  i n  r e l ig i ou s  

b e l i e f .   Ta ke  aw a y  a  f ew  o f  t h e  m a jo r  g o ds  (A m u n - Ra  a nd  O s i r i s  

b e in g  t h e  two  p r i nc i pa l  t a r g e t s )  a nd  see  w ha t  a f f e c t  t h i s  h a d  on  

t h e  b eh av io ur  o f  t he  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  peo p l e .   Th e  a nsw er  s eems  
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t o  b e ,  n o t  m u ch .   Th e  r eas on  i s  p r es um a bl y  th a t  t h e  co mb in a t i on  

o f  ho us eho l d  d e i t i e s  a nd  cu l t  o f  f a m i l y  m emb ers  b ro ug h t  

s u f f i c i en t  sa t i s f a c t io n  fo r  i t  t o  b e  v ia b l e  o n  i t s  ow n . ”  

In ev i t ab l y n e i th e r  A k h en a t en  no r  h i s  ch i e f  v i z i e r ,  N akh t ,  w as  

ab l e  t o  r eo r gan i s e  t h e  eco nom y o f  t h e  co un t r y t o  re f l e c t  t h e  n ew  

p o w er  b a s e  a t  Ak he t a t en .   Th i s  l ed  t o  w i desp r ead  co r ru p t i on  

t h ro u gho u t  t h e  coun t r y w i th  m ag i s t r a t e s  o p en  t o  b r ib e r y an d  

o f f i c i a l s  h e l p i n g  them se lv e s .  T h i s  s i t ua t i on  m ean t  t h a t  t he r e  w as  

a  g r ea t  d ea l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  n ami n g  o f  Ak hen a t en ’ s  su cce s so r .   

A  yo u t h  ca l l ed  S m en k hk a r e  w as  ev en tua l l y  ap p o i n t ed  co - regen t  

( D a v i d  19 80 :  17 2) ;  h e  con s t ru c t ed  h i s  t om b,  n o t  a t  Ak h e ta t en ,  

b u t  a t  T heb es ,  su gges t in g  th a t ,  a s  h e  wo u l d  h av e  r equ i r ed  

A k h en a t en ’s  p e rmis s i on  to  d o  th i s ,  s om e  s o r t  o f  r ap p ro chem ent  

w as  b e i n g  co nd u c t ed  b y t h e  p h ar aoh  wi th  th e  p r i e s t s  o f  Am un .  

A k h en a t en  d i ed ,  a f t e r  a  r e i gn  o f  s om e  1 8  yea r s ,  i n  13 36  B. C . E .   

H e  w as  p os s ib l y p r e - d eceas ed  b y S m en k hk a r e ,  a s  h i s  su cce s so r  

w as  a  b o y o f  n in e  in i t i a l l y  k n o w n as  Tu t an kh a t en ,  b u t  w ho  l a t e r ,  

a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  co n c i l i a t i on  p ro ce ss  wi th  t h e  o ld  r e l i g i on ,  ch an ged  

h i s  n am e  t o  Tu t ankh amu n  ( N ew b y 1 9 80 :  13 2 ) .   Th e  co ur t  l e f t  

A k h e t a t en  r e tu r n i ng  t o  t h e  an c i en t  c ap i t a l ,  M emp hi s ,  a  m ov e  

p r ob ab l y en g i n ee r ed  b y t h e  rea l  po w er  b eh in d  t h e  th ro n e ,  t h e  

co u r t i e r  A y.  A y m an aged  t o  su rv iv e  b e i n g  ch i e f  p r i e s t  o f  t h e  

A t en  t o  s u cceed  T u t ank h amu n  a s  ph a rao h ,  a  mo ve  h e  l eg i t imi sed  

b y m ar r yi n g  T u t ank h am un ’s  wid o w,  A n kh esen am un  ( R eev es  

2 0 01 :  1 89 ) .   A y o n l y r e i gn ed  fo r  fo u r  yea r s  an d  w as  s u cceed ed  

b y H o r emh eb  wh o  cam e f r om H er ak l eo p o l i s  an d  w as  a  c a r ee r  

o f f i c e r  i n  t he  a rm y .  H e  h ad  r ap id l y ga i n ed  p ro mot io n  t h rou gh o u t  

t h e  r e i gn s  o f  v a r i ou s  ph a r aohs  o f  t h i s  p e r io d .  Wh i l e  h e  w as  n o t  a  

yo u n g  m an ,  o n  a scen d i n g  t he  t h ro ne ,  he  s e t  abo u t  r e s t o r ing  t h e  

s t a tu s  qu o ,  r eo pen in g  t emp l es  and  r epa i r i n g  t hem.   Hi s  

co r on a t io n  i ns c r i p t i on  s p eaks  o f  ‘ t h e  re j o i c i ng  o f  t h e  gods ’  

b ecaus e  o f  h i s  a cces s i on  an d  t r ans l a t es  as  fo l lo ws :  ‘Nekhbe t ,  

B ut o ,  N e i th ,  I s i s ,  Nep h t h ys ,  Ho ru s ,  S e th ,  a l l  t h e  enn ead  o f  g ods  

w ho  p r es i d e  o ve r  t h e  g r ea t  t h r on e ,  l i f t ed  pr a i s e s  t o  t h e  he i gh t s  

o f  h eaven ,  r e j o i c i ng  i n  t h e  sa t i s fa c t ion  o f  Amun’  ( B r eas t ed  1 9 0 6 :  

V o l  3 :  17 ) .   So  h e  ce r t a i n l y  r ega r d ed  S e t h  a s  an  i mp or t an t  d e i t y  

an d  h ad  h ims e l f  d ep i c t ed  b e tw een  S e th  on  th e  l e f t  and  Ho r us  o n  

t h e  r i gh t  on  th e  w a l l  o f  h i s  t em pl e  a t  G eb e l  Ad dah  ( F i gur e s  1 3 ) .   

A l t ho u gh  so mew h at  d am aged ,  t h e  t yp i ca l  ea r s  o f  t h e  go d  Se t h  

an d  h i s  e r ec t  f o r k ed  t a i l  c an  s t i l l  b e  m ad e  ou t  i n  t h i s  r e l i e f  o f  

w h ich  Lep s i us  ( 18 49 :  i i i ;  1 22 a )  g i v es  an  ex ce l l en t  d i ag r am mat i c  

r ep r es en t a t i on  ( F i gu r e  1 4 ) .   A  b l ock  a t  Ka r n ak  d a t in g  f rom  
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H o r em h eb ’s  r e i gn  sh o ws  S e th ,  ho ld i n g  a  c ro ok ,  s t an d i n g  b e f o re  

t h e  k in g  (C r uz - U r ib e  2 00 9 :  2 14 ) .  Th e  d ea t h  o f  Ho r em heb  in  1 29 5  

B . C . E .  b r ou gh t  t o  a  c lo se  t h e  E i gh t een t h  D yn as t y an d  he ra l d ed  

w h at  w as  p ro b ab l y S e t h ’ s  g r ea t es t  ho ur .   

8 . 5  Su mma ry  

Fo l l ow in g  th e  r e -un i f i c a t i on  o f  U pp e r  and  Lo w er  E g yp t  an d  th e  

ex pu l s i on  o f  t he  Hyk s o s  o n e  cou l d  b e  f o r g i v en  fo r  t h in k in g  th a t ,  

a s  S e t h  h ad  b een  s o  c lo se l y a s s o c i a t ed  w i t h  th e  H yk s o s ,  he  

w o u l d  s ub s eq u en t l y  b e  r ega r d ed  in  an  a l t o ge th e r  un f avo urab l e  

l i gh t ,  s om et h i n g  tha t  d i d  o ccu r  f o l l o wi n g  t he  As s yr i an  an d  

P e rs i an  in v as i on s  ( s ee  s ec t i on s  10 .8  an d  1 1 . 3 ) .   Ho w ev e r  t h i s  

ap p ear s  no t  t o  h av e  h ap p en ed ,  p e rh aps  b ecau se  t h e  E g yp t i an s  

s aw  S e th ’ s  ro l e  as  t h a t  o f  a  ‘ f o r e i gn  mi n i s t e r ’  amo n gs t  t he  go ds ,  

i . e .  w h i l s t  h e  t o ok  f o r e i gn e rs  an d  th i ngs  f o re i gn  un d er  h i s  win g ,  

h i s  m ai n  a l l eg i an ce  w as  s t i l l  t o  E g yp t .   C e r t a i n l y T h u tm os i s  I  

an d  I I I  w e r e  ac t i v e  a t  S e t h ’ s  t em pl e  a t  O mb os  w h er e  h i s  w o rs h i p  

w as  p ro b ab l y ac t ive ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  D e l t a  and  a t  t h e  o as e s .   

Wh i l s t  t h e  G r ea t  Hym n  t o  Os i r i s  i s  t he  b es t  E g yp t o l o gi ca l  

w r i t t en  so u rce  t o  de s c r i b e  S et h ’s  ro l e  i n  t h e  d ea t h  o f  Os i r i s ,  t h i s  

d o es  n o t  ap pea r  t o  h av e  ch an ged  th e  Eg yp t i an s  op in i o n  o f  S e th   

i nd eed  he  co n t i nu e d  t o  b e  r ega r ded  a s  an  imp o r t an t  memb er  o f  

t h e  p an t h eo n  a t  t h i s  t i m e .   As  we  s h a l l  s ee  i n  t he  n ex t  Chap t e r  h e  

w as  abo u t  t o  become  on e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  go ds  o f  E g yp t ,  c l os e l y 

a s so c i a t ed  wi th  t he  f am i l y f r om  t h e  De l t a  t h a t  w as  t o  p r ov id e  

s om e  o f  E g yp t ’ s  g rea t es t  ph a r ao hs .  
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F i gu r e  1 2 :  S t e l a  o f  A n ho tep  ( M an ch es t e r  Mu seum  A N  4 528 ) .  

C op yr i gh t :  T h e  M an ch es t e r  M us eu m,  U n iv e rs i t y  o f  M an ch es t e r .  
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Fi gu r e  1 3 :  G ebe l  Ad d a  -  K in g  Be tw een  Ho r us  and  S e t h ,  N  W al l ,  

H a l l ,  T emp l e  o f  H or emh e b .   Co p yr i gh t  Ch i cago  Or i en t a l  

In s t i t u t e .  

 
 

 

  

https://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/MUS/PA/EGYPT/BEES/IMAGES/GEBEL_ADDA/I5C1_4.html
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Fi gu r e  1 4 :   S ke t ch  o f  r e l i e f  f ro m G eb e l  Ad da  -  R o ck  T emp l e ;  

H o r em h eb  d ep i c t ed  b e t w een  S e th  an d  H o r us  ( f ro m Lep s ius  1 84 9 :  

i i i ;  1 22 a )  
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9 .  T HE  N EW  KI NGD O M  (pa r t  2 :  The  Ni ne t een th  and  

Tw en t i e th  D yna s t i e s  1 29 5 -1 06 9  B . C.E . ) .  

9 . 1  I n t rodu c t io n  

T hi s  ch ap t e r  ex amin es  th e  r i s e  t o  p ower  o f  a  f am i l y ( t h e  

R am ess i d es )  t h a t  o r i g in a t e d  in  t he  D e l t a  an d  h a d  S e t h  as  t h e i r  

f ami l y go d .   Becaus e  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i onsh ip ,  w hen  th e y a t t a i n ed  th e  

t h ro ne  o f  E g yp t  S e th  a l so  b ecam e mo r e  p ro min en t  t h a n  a t  an y 

t im e  p rev i ou s l y.  A s  t h e  ea r l y R am ess id e s  b egan  t o  en l a r ge  th e  

E g yp t i an  emp i r e  t he y w e r e  n o t  s l ow  t o  r e co gn i s e  t h e  wa r - l i k e  

a t t r i b u t es  o f  Se th  an d  to  l i k en  t hems e lv e s  t o  h i m up on  t he  

b a t t l e f i e l d .   T he  t heo r y t h a t  S e t i  I  b u i l t  a  ch ap e l  co mm em o ra t i n g  

S e t h  wi th i n  th e  t emp l e  a t  Ab yd o s  i s  d i s cus s ed  b e l ow  an d  t h e  

m an y i n s c r ip t io ns  re f e r r i n g  t o  S e th  d u r i n g  th i s  p e r i od  a r e  

d i s cuss ed .   Th e  p r es en ce  o f  a  s t e l e  d ed i ca t ed  t o  S e t h  in  t h e  

R o ya l  T om b W or k er s ’  v i l l age  a t  D e i r -e l -M ed i na  i s  s i gn i f i c an t  a s  

i t  s h ow s  accep t an ce  o f  t h i s  go d  in  w ha t  w as  su r e l y a  mo s t  

r e l i g i ous  s i t e  i n  E gyp t  a t  t h a t  t im e .   F i n a l l y ,  S et h ’ s  r o l e  i n  t h e  

s p e l l s  t h a t  o ccur  i n  t h e  Bo ok s  o f  t h e  Dead  i s  d i s cuss ed .   

9 . 2  Ra mes s es  I  

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  yea r s  o f  Am eno p h i s  I I I  an d  th e  r e i gn  o f  

A k h en a t en ,  a  yo u ngs t e r  n am ed  S e t i  ( ‘ t h e  m an  o f  S e t h ’ )  g r ew  u p  

i n  t h e  D e l t a  nea r  Av a r i s .   H e  en t e r ed  th e  a rm y an d  r os e  to  t h e  

r an k  o f  C omm and e r  o f  T ro op s ,  an d  wi tn e s s ed  t h e  r i s e  o f  h i s  

co mp at r i o t ,  Ho r emh eb ,  t o  t h e  po s i t i o n  o f  ph a r ao h  ( J am es  2 0 02 :  

5 1 ) .   B y t h i s  t im e ,  h i s  s on ,  P r am ess e  ( ‘Re  has  f a sh ioned  h im’ ) ,  

h ad  f o l l o wed  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  f oo t s t ep s  and  ch os en  a  ca r ee r  i n  t h e  

a r m y.   U n l ik e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  P r am ess e  p rogr e s s ed  t h ro u gh  t h e  r ank s ,  

f i r s t  becomi n g  a  ‘Co m ma nd er  o f  T r oo ps ’ ,  a  ‘Su p er in t end en t  o f  

H o rs e ’  and  ‘K ing ’s  Char i o t eer ’ ,  and  th en  a  Gen e ra l ,  b eco mi n g  

‘F or t r es s  C o mm an der ’  a t  S i l e  i n  t h e  Eas t e r n  D e l t a  an d  

‘S up er in t en den t  o f  t h e  Mo ut hs  o f  t h e  N i l e ’ ;  t h es e  l a t t e r  tw o  

r an ks  b ro u gh t  r e spo ns ib i l i t y  f o r  b o rd er  s ecu r i t y  w i th  C anaan  an d  

t h e  coas t s  o f  t h e  De l t a .    H or emh eb  h ad  ob v io us l y n o t i c ed  

P r am es s e ’s  ab i l i t y  a s  h e  s oo n  app o in t ed  h im ‘Vi z i er ’  and  

‘P r i ma t e  o f  A l l  Eg yp t ’  ( Ki t chen  19 8 2 :  1 6 ,  J am es  20 02 :  51 ) .  

H o w ev e r ,  P r am es s e  w as  de s t i n ed  fo r  ev en  h i gh e r  t h i n gs .   

H o r em h eb  n eed ed  to  a ck no wl ed ge  a  s ucce s so r ,  an d ,  ch i ld l e s s  

h im se l f ,  h e  w as  a l so  m in df u l  t h a t  a  succe s so r  wi th  a  l i n e  o f  h e i r s  

m i gh t  avo id  th e  p ro b l em s  th a t  h ad  a f f l i c t ed  th e  t h r on e  s in ce  t he  

d a ys  o f  A m en ho t ep  I I I .   P r amess e  f u l f i l l ed  t h i s  r equ i remen t  i n  
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t h a t  h e  no t  on l y h ad  a  so n ,  S e t i ,  n am ed  a f t e r  h i s  g r and f a th e r ,  bu t  

a l so  a  g r and so n ,  R am ess es .   So  P r am ess e  fo un d  h im s e l f  

p r o c l a im ed  a s  ‘Depu t y  o f  Hi s  Maj es t y  i n  t h e  Sou th  and  the  

Nor t h ’  and  as  ‘Hered i ta r y  Pr ince  in  t h e  En t i r e  Land ’ ,  t hu s  

an no un c in g  h im  as  h e i r - p re su mpt iv e  to  H o remh eb  ( Ki t ch en  19 82 :  

1 7 ,  J am es  20 02 :  52 ) .  

U p on  t he  d ea t h  o f  H o r em h eb ,  P r am esse  a s cend ed  th e  th r on e ,  

t ak in g  th e  n am e  R am ess es  I .   H i s  m a in  d i s ad v an t age  w as  h i s  age  

a s  h e  w as  p ro bab l y  in  h i s  mi d - s ix t i es  o n  h i s  a cces s io n  and  s o  h e  

p r ob ab l y o n l y o ccup i ed  th e  t h r on e  fo r  ab ou t  t w o  yea r s  and  

d u r i n g  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  t im e  h e  ap p o in t ed  h i s  so n  co - r egen t  

an d ,  u po n  h i s  d ea th  i n  1 29 4  B .C .E . ,  S e t i  became  p h a r ao h  ( J am es  

2 0 02 :  5 4 ) .  

9 . 3  S e t i  I  

S et i  I  w as  d e t e r mined  t o  r es to r e  E g yp t ’ s  emp i re  an d  r ep a i r  t h e  

d am age  th a t  h ad  o ccu r r ed  u nd e r  t h e  Am arn a  k in gs ,  so  to  t h i s  en d  

h e  i n au gu r a t ed  a  ma j o r  b u i ld i n g  p o l i cy  a t  h om e and  a  com mi t t ed  

f o r e i gn  p o l i c y ab r oad  ( V an  Di jk  2 00 0 :  2 95 -2 96 ) .   H e  l ed  a  

c am pa i gn  th ro u gh  S yr i a  i n  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  o f  h i s  r e i gn  an d  b y Y ea r  

f i ve  h ad  s t o r m ed  Qu ad es h  i t s e l f  ( Fau lk n e r  19 47 :  34 -3 9 ;  K i t ch en  

1 9 82 :  2 5 ) .   A  r eco rd  o f  t h es e  cam p ai gn s  i s  f ou nd  o n  th e  n o r t he r n  

w a l l  o f  t h e  G r ea t  Hyp o s t yl e  H a l l  a t  K ar n ak ,  ex t end in g  on to  t h e  

ea s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  ea s t e r n  w a l l  ( Br ea s t ed  19 06 :  Vo l  3 ,  3 7 ) .   

Wh i l s t  S e t i  I  d ed i ca t e d  h i s  v i c to r i e s  t o  Am un  h e  w as  n o t  s l ow  t o  

l i k en  h ims e l f  t o  S e t h  up on  t he  ba t t l e f i e l d ,  an d  t o  a l so  s how  h i s  

D e l t a  r oo t s  and  t h e  s yn e r g y b e t w een  Se t h  and  Baa l  t h a t  had  

ex i s t ed  s in ce  H yk s o s  t im es ;   t hu s  ov er  t h e  r e l i e f s  d ep ic t in g  th e  

b a t t l e  f o r  Qu ad es h ,  h e  h as  t he  fo l lo win g  in s c r ip t io n  o f  h i s  fu l l  

r o ya l  t i t u l a r y:  

‘Horus :  Migh t y  Bu l l ,  Sh in i ng  i n  Thebes ,  V i v i f i e r  o f  t h e  Two  

L an ds ,  K in g  o f  U pper  a nd  Lo w er  E gyp t ,  L or d  o f  t h e  Two  La n ds :  

M en ma at r e ;  S on  o f  R e :  S e t i -M er en p ta h;  G oo d  Go d ,  mig h ty  i n  

s t r eng t h ,  b ra ve  l i ke  M ont u ,  mi gh t i e s t  o f  t h e  mi gh t y ,  l i k e  h i m t ha t  

b ega t  h i m,  i l l u mi na t in g  t h e  T wo  La nd s  l i k e  t h e  h or i zo n - go d ,  

g r ea t  i n  s t r eng th  l i k e  t h e  so n  o f  Nu t ,  v i c t or io us ,  t h e  do ub l e  

H o ru s  by  h i s  ow n  ha n d ,  t r ead i ng  t h e  ba t t l e f i e l d  l i k e  S e th ,  g r ea t  

i n  t e r ror  l i k e  Baa l  i n  t h e  coun t r i es . ’  (Br ea s t ed  19 06 :  Vo l  3 ,  72 ) .  

B y Y ea r  s ix  o f  h i s  r e i gn ,  S e t i  I  h ad  cov e r ed  h im se l f  i n  g lo r y 

w i t h  h i s  c am pa i gns  ab ro ad  an d  h ad  r es t o red  E g yp t ’ s  emp i r e ;  t h us  

em ul a t i n g  h i s  an ces to r  T hu t mo s i s  I I I ,  h e  n o w t u rn ed  t o  h i s  o th e r  
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am bi t io n ,  t o  b e  as  g r ea t  a  bu i ld e r  a s  A m en op h i s  I I I .   In  ad d i t i o n  

t o  h i s  ab ov e  m en t io n ed  b u i l d i n g  a t  Ka r n ak ,  o n  t h e  W es t  Ban k ,  

h i s  m em or i a l  t emp le  a t  Gu r nah  and  h i s  t o mb  in  t h e  V a l l e y  o f  t h e  

K i n gs  w er e  u nd e r  co ns t ru c t i on .   In  t he  n o r th  h e  b egan  n ew  wo r k  

o n  th e  t em pl e s  o f  Re  a t  H e l i op o l i s  and  P t ah  a t  M em phi s ,  an d  in  

t h e  eas t e r n  D e l t a  he  bu i l t  h ims e l f  a  n ew  p a l ace .   I t  i s  a t  A b yd o s ,  

h o w ev e r ,  h om e  o f  t h e  god  Os i r i s ,  t h a t  h e  co ns t r u c t ed  a  v as t  

t em pl e  th a t  po se s  so m e i n t e r es t in g  ques t io ns  wi t h  r ega r d  to  S e t h .  

9 . 4  S e t i  I ’ s  t emp l e  a t  Ab ydo s  

A  s ac r ed  bu i ld i n g  h ad  ex i s t ed  a t  A b yd os  f rom  ear l i e s t  t im es ,  an d  

i t  w as  ad ded  to  i n  t h e  6
t h

 D yn as t y.   T ex t s  d a t in g  t o  t h e  r e i gn  o f  

P ep i  I I  m en t io n  a  t em pl e  d ed ica t ed  to  K h en t i am en t i u ,  god  o f  t h e  

n ec r op o l i s  a t  A b yd o s ,  wh os e  w o rsh ip  w as  l a t e r  f us ed  wi th  t h a t  o f  

O s i r i s  ( D av id  1 98 1 :  7 ) .   Be fo r e  S e t i  I ,  a  n um b er  o f  p h ar ao hs  h ad  

e i t h e r  add ed  t o ,  o r  r ep l aced  t h e  t emp les ;  am on gs t  t h em  w er e  

S es os t r i s  I ,  T u th mos i s  I  an d  Tu th mos i s  I I I ,  b u t  S e t i  I  p r odu ced  a  

n ew  co ncep t .  

T h e  t emp l e  w as  b u i l t  m a in l y b y S e t i  I ;  a  p a i r  o f  ca r to uch es  

d i s cov e r ed  b y G h azo u l i  (1 96 4 :  1 67 - 168 )  u nd e r  t h e  f i r s t  P yl o n  

b e lo n g  to  h im  ev en  th ou gh  t he  deco ra t i on  was  com pl e t ed  b y 

R am ess es  I I .   T h ese  ca r t ou ch es ,  l i k e  a l l  S e t i  I ’ s  o t h e r s  a t  

A b yd o s ,  h av e  th e  Se t h  f i gu r e  i n  t he  n om en  r ep l aced  b y a  f i gu r e  

o f  Os i r i s  and  a  t i t -k n o t ,  t o  w r i t e  t h e  nam e  c r yp t o gr aph ica l l y  s o  

a s  n o t  t o  o f f en d  O s i r i s  b y d ep i c t i n g  h i s  s up po s ed  mu r d er e r  

( R ob i ns  1 99 7 :  1 74  an d  Br and  2 00 0 :  3 1 ) :  


     


  a s  aga in s t  


    


  

Bo t h  t r an s l a t e  as  ‘he  o f  t h e  god  Se t h ,  b e loved  o f  P t ah ’ .  Cr uz -

U r ib e  (2 00 9 :  20 9 -21 0 )  su gges t s  t ha t  fo l l ow in g  t h e  Am arn a  

p e r i od  t h e r e  was  a  m aj o r  r e i n t e rp r e t a t i on  o f  t h e  s o l a r  cu l t  an d  a  

r e - ex ami n a t i on  o f  t h e  p os i t i on  o f  v a r io us  d e i t i e s  wi t h i n  th a t  

s cen ar io ,  du r i n g  t he s e  d i s cu ss i on s  S e th ’ s  r o l e  cou l d  w e l l  h av e  

en t e r ed  in t o  th e  p i c t u re ,  e sp ec i a l l y  a s  t h e  R amess id es  

w o rs h i pp ed  h im  as  a  f am i l y go d .   In  t he  Th eb an  a r ea ,  i t  ma y w e l l  

h av e  b een  th ou gh t  t h a t  su ch  a  no r t h e rn  d e i t y  s h ou ld  n o t  t ak e  

p r eced en ce  ov e r  t he  lo ca l  A mu n  cu l t  an d  a  p os s i b l e  w ay a r o un d  

t h i s  d i l em ma  w as  to  u t i l i s e  t h e  t r ad i t i o n a l  n o t i on  o f  s ubs t i t u t io n  

o f  d e i t i e s  t hu s  r ep l ac i n g  th e  S e t h  f i gu r e  wi t h  t h a t  o f  Os i r i s  cou l d  

b e  an  ex am pl e  o f  t h i s  p r ac t i c e .  



80 
 

T h e  t emp l e  a t  Ab yd o s  d i f f e r s  f r om o t he r  E g yp t i an  t em pl es  i n  

t h a t  mo s t  t emp l es  a r e  p ro v id ed  wi t h  on e  s h r in e ,  d ed i ca t ed  t o  t h e  

ch i e f  god  as ,  f o r  exam pl e ,  i n  t h e  t emp le  o f  R e  a t  H e l io po l i s .   

S om et i m es  th e r e  ma y b e  s ub s id i a r y s h r i ne s  d ed ica t ed  to  t h e  

go d ’ s  wi f e  and  s on ,  e . g .  Am un ,  Mu t  and  Kh on s  a t  Ka r n ak ,  b u t  a t  

A b yd o s  th e r e  a r e  sev en  ma in  s h r in e s  i n  t h e  s an c t u ar y a r ea  w h i ch  

a r e  ded i ca t ed  to  t wo  t r i ads :  t h e  i mp e r i a l  R am es s i de  god s ,  A mu n ,  

R e - H ar akh te  an d  P tah ;  and  th e  O s i r i an  f am i l y,  I s i s ,  H o rus  and  

O s i r i s .   In  ad d i t i on  th e r e  i s  a  s h r i ne  t ha t  i s  d ed i ca t ed  t o  Se t i  I  

( D av i d  19 81 :  10 ) .    A  fu r t h e r  s h r in e  ded i ca t ed  to  S e t i  I  i s  a l so  

f o un d  in  t h e  s o -ca l l ed  ‘ Os i r i an  com plex ’ ;  i n  t h i s  sh r i n e  S e t i  I  

ap p ear s  a s  a  d ead ,  d e i f i ed  k i n g  an d ,  i n  a  r eve r s a l  o f  t h e  u su a l  

s cen es  w h er e  h e  w ou ld  p e r fo rm  p a r t i cu l a r  r i t u a l s  i n  h on our  o f  

t h e  go ds ,  i n  t h i s  sh r i ne  h e  i s  sh ow n ac t in g  as  a  go d  w hi l s t  t he  

r i t u a l  i s  p e r fo rm ed  o n  h i s  b eh a l f  b y v a r i ou s  de i t i e s  ( D av id  19 81 :  

1 4 1) .   As  D av id  s ugges t s  ( 19 81 :  14 6) ,  t h e  s cen es  i n  t h i s  

p a r t i cu l a r  s h r in e  a re  t o  d o  wi t h  th e  in s t a l l a t i on  o f  S e t i  I  a s  an  

O s i r i an  k i n g  an d  t he  t emp l e  i s  a c t in g  as  a  mo r t u ar y t emp le  f o r  

t h e  d ead  k i n g .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  s h r i ne  p r ob ab l y r ep r e s en t ed  th e  co r on a t io n  

an d  accep t an ce  o f  S e t i  I  a s  an  ea r th l y  k i n g  an d  h i s  u l t i ma t e  

a ccep t an ce  as  a  d ead  k in g  a t  o n e  wi th  O s i r i s  ( D av id  1 98 1 :  8 7 -8 8 ;  

O ’ Co nn o r  20 09 :  4 5 ) .   O ne  can  im ag in e  th e r e fo r e  t h e  q ua nd a r y 

t h a t  Se t i  I  f a ced :   he  w as  b u i ld i n g  a  ma r v e l lo us  t em pl e  a t  

A b yd o s  th e  h om e  o f  Os i r i s  i n  wh ich  he  ackn ow l ed ge d  t h e  ‘ s t a t e -

go d s ’  o f  E g yp t  b u t  h o w to  ackn o wl ed ge  h i s  ow n  f am i l y g o d ,  

S et h?   O n e  o f  t h e  us u a l  s cen es  wh e r e  th i s  co u ld  b e  d on e  w as  th a t  

r ep r es en t i n g  t he  u n i t i n g  o f  t h e  tw o  l and s .   H e r e  on e  w ou ld  

n o rm al l y ex p ec t  t o  s ee  th e  en th ro n ed  k i n g  s up po r t ed  b y N ek hb e t  

an d  W adj e t ,  t h e  two  pa t r o n  de i t i e s  o f  U p p er  an d  Lo w er  Eg yp t  

r e s p ec t iv e l y ( W i lk in so n  20 05 :  17 0  and  2 58 )  and  w i t h  Ho ru s  and  

S e t h  b i nd i n g  t h e  T w o  Lan d s .  H o wev e r ,  i n  t h i s  sh r i n e  S e th  ha s  

b een  r ep l aced  b y T h o t h  (C a l v e r l ey an d  Br oom e  1 93 5 :  p l a t e  3 0 ;  

D av i d  19 81 :  92 - 94 ) ,  pos s i b l y aga i n  to  av o i d  o f f end i n g  Os i r i s .   

H o w ev e r ,  d id  S e t i  I  r e a l l y  i gn o r e  th i s  r e s p ec t  f o r  Os i r i s  an d  

h o no ur  h i s  o wn  god?   On  t h e  wes t  w a l l  o f  t h e  sh r in e  w hi ch  

w o u l d  hav e  b een  the  on e  fac in g  t h e  en t r an ce  t he  r e l i e f s  a r e  

co mpl e t e l y d e s t ro yed  ap a r t  f r om  th e  on e  s ho w n on  th e  s ou th  

s id e ,  l o w er  r eg i s t e r  w h er e  t he  k in g  i s  d ep i c t ed  w ea r in g  th e  Wh i t e  

C r ow n and  th e  accom p an yi n g  in s c r ip t io n  r eads :  ‘The  augus t  

M a ns io n  o f  Mi l l i ons  o f  Y ear s  o f  t h e  K in g  o f  Up per  an d  L ow er  

E g yp t ,  Men ma at r e ,  b e lo ved  o f  Os i r i s ,  ‘L or d  o f  t h e  N ecro po l i s ’ ’  

( C a l v er l ey an d  Broo m e 19 35 :  p l a t e  33 ;  Dav i d  19 81 :  95 ) .   D id  th e  
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o p pos i t e  l o w er  r eg i s t e r  s ho w  th e  k in g  w ea r in g  t h e  R ed  Cro w n 

an d  th e  u pp e r  r eg i s t e r s  d ep i c t  S e t i  I  b e i n g  h on ou r ed  b y S e t h  and  

H o r us  a s  s een  on  t he  l i n t e l  f r om H el iop o l i s  sh o wn  in  F i gu r e  1 5  

an d  a l s o  b y Br an d  (2 0 00 :  f i gu r e  72 )?  A  s im i l a r  r e l i e f  a t  K a r n ak  

o u t s i de  t h e  T emp l e  o f  Am un  i s  de s c r ib ed  b y B l ack m an  (1 9 98 ;  

1 9 1- 19 2 ) .   I t  s ho ws  S e t i  I  aga i n  b e i n g  p u r i f i ed  b y S e th  and  

H o r us  and  t h e  accom p an yi n g  in s c r ip t io ns  s t a t e :  

‘U t t erance  by  th e  Ombi t e  ( i . e .  Se th ) :  I  ha ve  p ur i f i ed  t hee  w i t h  

l i f e  an d  go od  f or t un e ,  so  t ha t  t ho u  are  r e ju vena ted  l i k e  t h y  

f a t he r  R e ,  a nd  ce l eb ra t es t  j ub i l ee  l i k e  A t u m,  a pp ear i ng  

g lo r i ous l y  i n  g l adnes s  o f  h ea r t . ’  

‘U t t erance  by  Horus :  I  have  pu r i f i ed  th ee  w i th  l i f e  and  good  

f o r t u ne  s o  th a t  t h y  d ur a t io n  i s  t h e  du ra t i on  o f  R e ,  an d  tho u  

ce l eb ra t es t  ver y  many  j ub i l e es ,  appear i ng  g lo r ious l y . ’  

 O bv io us l y w e  wi l l  n ev e r  k no w i f  t h i s  s cen e  w as  d ep i c t ed  bu t  t he  

t o t a l  d e s t ru c t io n  o f  t h e  r e l i e f s  u po n  t h i s  w a l l  i s  un us ua l  ev en  f o r  

E g yp t  an d  l e ads  o ne  to  co n j ec tu r e  t h a t  i f  i t  d id  s ho w  th a t  s cen e ,  

w as  i t  o b l i t e r a t ed  on ce  t he  p o w er  o f  t he  Ram es s id e  k i n gs  w an ed?   

C e r t a i n l y a t  o th e r  s i t e s  Se t i  I  h ad  no  he s i t a t i on  i n  d ep i c t in g  

S e t h ;  ap a r t  f r om the  ex amp l e  c i t ed  abo v e ,  t h e r e  a r e  o n es  w h er e  

h e  i s  d ep i c t ed  a s  a  S e t h -h ead ed  sp h i nx  w hi ch  h av e  b een  fo u nd  in  

A l ex and r i a  ( Brand  2 0 00 :  f i gu r e  61 )  and  H el i op o l i s  ( Br and  20 00 :  

f i gu r e  62 )  an d  on  an  o f f e r i n g  t ab l e  whe r e  he  i s  d ep i c t ed  

w o rs h i pp in g  S e t h  ( s ee  th i s  t h e s i s  F i gur e  16  an d  a l so  Br and  20 00 :  

f i gu r es  9 1  and  9 2 .   

O n  t he  K ar n ak  re l i e f s  s ho wi n g  th e  s l ay i n g  o f  p r i s on e rs  be f o r e  

A m un  f o l l o win g  the  cam p ai gn  aga i ns t  t h e  H i t t i t e s ,  t h e  

i n s c r i p t i on  co n t a i ns  t h e  s t a t em en t  ( Brea s t ed  19 06 :  Vo l  3 :  7 6 ) :  

‘ I  g i ve  t o  t h ee  th e  pos s es s ions  o f  Horus  and  Se t h ,  and  the i r  

v i c t or i e s .   The  po r t i on s  o f  t h e  two  gods  a r e  made  th y  por t i on s . ’  

A  f u r th e r  s cen e  f r om  t he  n o r t h  w a l l  –  t op  reg i s t e r  o f  t h e  

h yp o s t yl e  h a l l  a t  Ka r n ak  dep i c t s  a  k n ee l i n g  S e t i  I  w ea r ing  t h e  

r ed  c r o wn  m ak in g  a  b r ead  o f f e r in g  ‘ t o  h i s  f a th e r  S e th ,  g r ea t  o f  

s t r eng t h  wh o  dw el l s  i n  t h e  t em pl e  o f  Se t i  I  i n  t h e  t empl e  o f  

A m un . ’  (C ruz - U r ibe  20 09 :  21 5 ) .  

S o  b y t h e  s ix t een th  yea r  o f  h i s  r e i gn ,  S e t i  I  h ad  en su r ed  th a t  

E g yp t  h ad  r e t u rn ed  to  h e r  f o rm er  g lo r i e s ,  s t ab l e  a t  h om e an d  

w i t h  a  co ns i d er ab l e  empi r e .  A ged  app rox i ma t e l y f i f t y ,  h e  d i ed  

s ud d en l y an d  w as  su cceeded  b y R am ess e s  I I .  
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9 . 5  Ra mes s es  I I  

Fo l l ow in g  th e  bu r i a l  o f  S e t i  I ,  Ram ess e s  I I  b ecam e  ph a rao h  and  

a f t e r  a  t im e  a t  T heb es  to  o v er s ee  t h e  fu n e r a l ,  h e  j ou rn e ye d  t o  

A b yd o s  an d  fo un d  th a t  h i s  f a th e r ’ s  t emp l e ,  w h i ch  w as  s t i l l  u nd e r  

co ns t r u c t i on  wh en  S e t i  I  d i ed ,  h ad  b een  neg l ec t ed .   Us u a l l y n o  

p h a r ao h  r en ew ed  h i s  f a th e r ’ s  m on um ent s ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  

co n cen t r a t e  u po n  h i s  ow n  bu t  h e r e  R am ess es  d i f f e r ed  and  

s um mo nin g  th e  cour t  h e  ann ou n ced  ( Ki t ch en  1 98 2 :  4 6 ) :    

‘ See  I  have  had  you  summoned  concern ing  th e  ma t t e r  t ha t  i s  

b e fo re  m e .   I  ha ve  co ns id er ed  th a t  i t  i s  a  w or t h y  d eed ,  t o  b en e f i t  

t ho s e  w ho  h a ve  pa ss ed  aw ay .   C om pa ss io n  i s  a  b l e s s i ng ;  i t  i s  

g o od  th a t  a  s on  sh ou ld  b e  co ncern ed  to  ca r e  ab ou t  h i s  f a t h er .   I  

a m  d e t e rm in ed  t o  co n f e r  b en e f i t s  o n  Mer enp t a h  (S e t i  I ) ,  su ch  

t ha t  i t  w i l l  b e  s a id  f o r ever  a f t er ,  ‘ I t  i s  h i s  son  who  pe rpe tua t ed  

h i s  name! ’   So  may  my  f a th e r  Os i r i s  f a vou r  m e  w i t h  t h e  lo n g  

l i f e s pa n  o f  h i s  so n  H o ru s ,  a cco rd in g  as  I  am  o n e  wh o  do es  w ha t  

he  d id . ’  

T h us  th e  t em pl e  o f  S e t i  I  a t  Ab yd o s  was  com pl e t ed  b y R am ess es  

I I .  

R am ess es  I I  n o w  tu r n ed  h i s  a t t en t i on  to  t h e  so u th w ard  adv an ce  

o f  t he  Hi t t i t e s  ( Br ea s t e d  1 90 6 :  12 3 -1 74 ;  Ki t ch en  1 98 2 :  50 - 64 ) .   

R am ess es  I I  n am ed  th e  f o u r  d iv i s i on s  o f  h i s  a r m y a f t e r  t he  go ds  

A m un ,  R e ,  P t ah  and  S e t h ,  i nd i ca t in g  th e  r es pec t  t h a t  h e  he l d  fo r  

t h es e  ‘ s t a t e - god s ’  o f  E g yp t .   H e  a l s o  m en t i on s  S e t h  o n  th e  s o -

ca l l ed  ’M ar r i age  s t e l a ’ .    T h i s  s t e l a  com memo r a t e s  t h e  mar r i age  

b e tw een  R amess e s  I I  an d  a  Hi t t i t e  p r in ce ss  t o  c em en t  t h e  p eace  

t r e a t y t h a t  t h e  t wo  n a t io ns  f i n a l l y  ag r e ed  u po n .   T he r e  i s  a  

p a s s age  wh e r e  Rames s es  I I  i s  s up po s ed l y co n ce r n ed  th a t  t h e  

w ea th e r  f o r  t h e  p r in ce ss ’ s  j ou rn e y  t o  E g yp t  s ho u l d  b e  goo d ;  t he  

i n s c r i p t i on  s t a t es  (K i t ch en  1 98 2 :  86 ) :  

‘Now Hi s  Ma j es t y  had  pondered  i n  h i s  m ind ,  s ay i ng ,  ‘How wi l l  

t h ey  ma na g e ,  t hos e  wh om  I  ha ve  n ow sen t  t o  S yr ia ,  i n  t h es e  d a ys  

o f  ra in  and  snow  tha t  happen  i n  w in t er? ’   So ,  h e  o f f e r ed  a  gr e a t  

ob la t i on  t o  h i s  f a the r  ( t h e  god )  S e t h ,   s a y i ng ,  ‘The  s ky  i s  i n  you r  

h a nds ,  t h e  ear th  i s  u n der  you r  f e e t ,  wha t eve r  ha pp ens  i s  w ha t  

yo u  co mm an d  –  so ,  m a y  yo u  no t  s end  ra in ,  i c y  b la s t  o r  s no w,  

un t i l  t h e  marve l  you  have  decr eed  f or  me  sha l l  r each  me! ’  

T h en  h i s  f a t h er  S e th  heed ed  a l l  t h a t  he  sa id ,  an d  so  th e  sky  w as  

ca lm  and  t h e  summer  days  occu rr ed  i n  t h e  w in t er  s eason . ’  
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S et h  i s  a l s o  m en t i on ed  in  t h e  ‘S t e l a  o f  t h e  yea r  4 0 0 ’ .   Th i s  s t e l a  

w as  e r ec t ed  a t  T an i s  b y an  imp o r t an t  o f f i c i a l  o f  R am es s es  I I ,  

n am ed  S e t i  an d  w as  in t end ed  to  h on ou r  R am es s es ’ s  f a th e r  S e t i  I  

( Br ea s t ed  19 06 :  Vo l  3 ,  22 6 ) .   Th e  s t e l a  t e l l s  ho w S e t i ,  wh i l s t  a  

gen e r a l ,  c am e to  Av a r i s  t o  d o  ho no u r  t o  t h e  go d  S e th  an d  s t a t e s  

t h a t  t h e  v i s i t  w as  in  t h e  f ou r -h un dr ed th  yea r  o f  t h a t  god  b e in g  

e s t ab l i sh e d  th e r e ,  a  r e f e r en ce  th a t  i s  no w  t ak en  to  m ean  th e  

p e r i od  o f  t i m e  t h a t  h ad  e l aps ed  b e t w een  t h e  H yk s o s  b u i l d in g  

t h e i r  g r ea t  t empl e  to  S e t h  and  S e t i ’ s  v i s i t  (N ewb y 1 9 80 :  1 6 7) .   

T h e  s t e l a  d ep i c t s ,  a t  t he  t op ,  R am ess e s  I I  f o l l o w ed  b y an  o f f i c i a l  

o f f e r i n g  t wo  f l as ks  o f  wi n e  to  S e th  (Mo nt e t  1 93 3 :  1 94 - 195 ) .   

S e t h  i s  d ep i c t ed  as  a  r ob us t ,  s t o ck y m an  an d  h as  b o t h  E g yp t i an  

an d  f o re i gn  cha r ac t e r i s t i c s ,  p ro bab l y co n f i rmi n g  t h e  w ay i n  

w h ich  th e  H yk s o s  dep i c t ed  h im.    Fo l lo w in g  R am ess es  I I ’ s  

t i t u l a r ,  t h e  i n s c r ip t i on  read s  (M ont e t  1 9 33 :  1 97 - 19 8) :  

‘H i s  Maj e s t y  orders  a  g r ea t  gran i t e  s t e l a  t o  b e  made ,  i n  t h e  

m i gh t y  n am e  o f  h i s  f a t he r s ,  so  a s  t o  ra i s e  h ig h  th e  n am e  o f  t he  

f a t he r  o f  h i s  f a t h er s ,  t h e  k in g  M en m aat - R e ,  s on  o f  t he  s un ,  Se t i -

b e lo ved - o f -P ta h ,  f i r ml y  es t ab l i s h ed  f or  e t er n i t y ,  l i k e  R e ,  e ve r y  

d a y .  

I n  t he  yea r  40 0 ,  f ou r t h  mo n t h  o f  su mm er ,  f ou r t h  da y  o f  t h e  K in g  

o f  U pp er  a nd  Lo w er  Eg yp t :  Se t i  i s  a l l  p ow er fu l ,  s on  o f  t he  su n ,  

h i s  b e l o ved .   N ub t i  wh om  Ha ra kh t e  d es i r es  t o  b e  f o r ever  a n d  

eve r ;  ca me  t h e  he red i ta r y  pr i n ce ,  g o ve r no r  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  v i z i er ,  

f an - bear e r  on  t he  r i gh t  o f  t h e  k in g ,  ch i e f  o f  bow m en ,  g over no r  o f  

f o r e i gn  co un t r i e s ,  co m ma nd an t  o f  t h e  f o r t r es s  o f  T ha r u ,  ch i e f  o f  

t h e  Medj a y ,   k i ng ’ s  s cr ibe ,  mas t er  o f  ho rs e ,  ch i e f  p r i es t  o f  t he  

R a m -g od ,  l o r d  o f  Men d es ,  Hi gh  P r i es t  o f  S e th ,  ch i e f  p ro ph e t  o f  

a l l  t h e  g od s ,  S e t i ,  t r i u mp ha n t ,  so n  o f  t h e  h e r ed i ta ry  p r i n ce ,  

g o ver no r  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  v i z i er ,  ch i e f  o f  bo wm en ,  g o ver nor  o f  

f o r e i gn  co un t r i e s ,  co m ma nd an t  o f  t h e  f o r t r es s  o f  T ha r u ,  k i ng ’ s  

s c r i be ,  m as t e r  o f  ho rs e ,  Pr am ess e ,  t r iu m ph an t ;  b or n  o f  t h e  l ad y ,  

s in g er  o f  R e ,  Tu ya ,  t r i umphan t .   He  sa i d :  ‘Ha i l  t o  t h ee ,  O  Se t h ,  

s on  o f  Nu t ,  g r ea t  i n  s t r eng t h  in  t h e  ba rq u e  o f  m i l l i on s  o f  y ear s ,  

o ve r th ro win g  e n emi e s  i n  f r on t  o f  t h e  ba rq u e  o f  R e ,  g r ea t  i n  

t e r r or ,  g ra n t  m e  a  h a pp y  l i f e  f o l l owi ng  t h y  ka ,  b eca us e  I  a m  

e s tab l i shed  i n  . . . ’  

S et h  a l so  f ea tu r es  o n  m an y o f  t h e  ob e l i sk  f ragm en t s  fo und  a t  

T an i s ,  d e sc r i b ed  b y  Lec l an t  and  Y o yo t t e  ( 19 5 7 :  43 - 80 ) :  on  s id e  3  

o f  Ob e l i sk  XX ,  th e  k nee l in g  k i n g  i s  dep i c t ed  o f f e r in g  two  f l as ks  

o f  win e  t o  ‘Se t h ,  g r ea t  god ,  l o rd  o f  heaven’  ( Lec l an t  and  

Y o yo t t e  19 57 :  45 -46 ) .   W h e r eas  t h e  god  i s  u s u a l l y  d ep i c t ed  wi t h   
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F i gu r e  1 5 :   Li n t e l  o f  S e t i  I  f r o m H el io p o l i s .   C ou r t e s y L’ In s t i t u t  

r o ya l  d u  pa t r im oine  a r t i s t i q u e ,  K IK -  IRP A ,  Br uss e l s ,  Be lg i u m.  

 

  



85 
 

Fi gu r e  1 6 :   Of f e r i ng  T ab l e  o f  Se t i  I .   C op yr i gh t  Ph o t o  SC A LA ,  

F l o r en ce :  M et r op o l i t an  Mu s eu m of  Ar t ,  N ew  Yo rk  2 01 0 .  
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t h e   h i e ro g l yp h ,  h e re  i t  i s  d r awn  w i th  th e  S e t h i an  an im al  

l yi n g  d ow n  a s  i t  i s  o n  th e  ‘S t e l a  o f  t h e  Y ea r  40 0 ’ .   Ab ov e  

t h e  go d ’s  e a r s  i s  t he  f o rmu la  ‘May  he  g ran t  g r ea t  l i f e  and  

s t r eng th . ’  

O b el i s k  X V II I  o n  s i d e  3  o f  t h e  p yr am id io n  aga in  d ep i c t s  t h e  

k in g ,  t h i s  t i m e  s t and in g ,  o f f e r in g  tw o  f l as ks  o f  w in e  to  Se t h  wh o  

i s  aga in  d e sc r ib ed  a s  ‘Se t h ,  g r ea t  god ,  l o rd  o f  h eaven ’ ,  t h i s  t i me  

w i t h  th e  mo r e  t yp i ca l  h i e r o gl yp h   ( Lec l an t  and  Y o yo t t e  1 95 7 :  

6 0 -6 1 ) .   Up on  Ob e l i sk  X IX ,  o n e  f i nd s  a  s eco nd a r y n am e  ‘be loved  

o f  S e th ’  o n  th e  lo wer  p a r t  o f  s id e  2  ( Lec l an t  and  Y o yo t t e  1 9 57 :  

6 3 ) .  

T h es e  ex am pl es  a l l  o ccu r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  T an i s  w he r e  

R am ess es  I I  e s t ab l i s h ed  h i s  c ap i t a l :  Pi - R a m ess e  A - na kh tu  

‘Doma in  o f  Ramesse s - Gr ea t -o f -Vic t or i e s ’  n ea r  h e r e ,  p ro bab l y 

r e f l e c t i n g  h i s  D e l t a  r oo t s ,  t hu s  ho no u r i n g  h i s  f am i l y go d ,  S e th ,  

i n  t h i s  a r ea .    

H e  a l so  h on ou r ed  Se t h  i n  N ub i a :  a  w a l l  r e l i e f  i n  t h e  h a l l  o f  t he  

s m al l e r  t emp l e  a t  Ab u  S im b el  d ep ic t s  R am ess es  I I  b e i n g  b l es sed  

b y S e th  an d  Ho r us  ( Lep s i us  1 84 9 :  v ,  17 3 ;  Po r t e r  an d  Moss  1 9 7 5 :  

1 1 3 ;  D av i es  and  F r i edm an  1 99 8 :  1 4 , ;  J ames  20 02 :  22 7 ) .    

T h e  go d  w as  w el l  kn o wn  t o  t h e  E g yp t i an  p op u l ace  to o :  Pap yr u s  

Le i d en  1 ,  3 60  p r ese r v e s  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t en  b y t h e  s e rv an t  

M er su i o t e f  t o  h i s  m i s t r es s ,  t h e  no b l e  l ad y,  T e l ,  i n  wh i ch  h e  ca l l s  

u p on  m an y go d s ,  i nc l ud i n g  S e t h ,  t o  l oo k  f avo u rab l y u p on  h e r  

( W ent e  1 99 0 :  3 3 ) .   T h e  com pl e t e  t ex t  r e ad s  a s  fo l lo w s :  

‘Th e  s e rvan t  M er su i o t e f  co m mu ni ca te s  t o  h i s  m i s t r es s ,  t he  

ch an t r es s  o f  I s i s ,  Te l ;  I n  l i f e ,  p ro sp er i t y  a nd  h ea l t h  ( l . p .h ) a n d  i n  

t h e  f a vo ur  o f  Am on - R e ,  K in g  o f  t h e  G od s !   I  am  ca l l i ng  up o n  

P r e -H ar a kh t i ,  u po n  A mo n  o f  R am ess es - m ia m on ,  l . p .h ;  u po n  P t ah  

o f  Ra m es s es - mia m on ,  l . p . h ;  up on  S e t h ,  g r ea t  i n  v i r i l i t y ,  o f  

R a m es s e s -m ia mo n ,  l . p .h ;  a nd  u po n  a l l  t h e  go ds  a nd  g od d es s es  o f  

P i -R am ess u -m ia mon ,  t h e  g r ea t  K a  o f  P r e -H ar a kh t i ,  t o  k eep  yo u  

h ea l t h y ,  t o  k eep  you  a l i v e ,  t o  k eep  you  pro sp ero us ,  an d  to  k eep  

yo u  in  t h e  f a vo ur  o f  I s i s ,  yo ur  m i s t r es s ,  an d  l e t  m e  s ee  yo u  in  

h ea l t h .   A nd  fu r t her :  

T h e  G en er a l  i s  a l l  r i g h t ;  h i s  peop l e  ar e  a l l  r i gh t ;  a nd  h i s  

ch i ld r en  a r e  a l l  r i gh t .   D o  no t  w orr y  ab o u t  t h em.   We  a r e  a l l  
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r ig h t  t o da y ,  bu t  I  do  no t  kn ow ou r  cond i t i on  f or  t h e  m or ro w.   

F a rewe l l ! ’   

D u r i n g  h i s  l o n g  l i f e  Ram es se s  I I  f a t h e r e d  m an y s o ns  an d  

d au gh t e r s ,  man y o f  w ho m he  o u t l i v ed  ( K i t ch en  19 82 :  10 2) ,  s o ,  a s  

h e i r - app a r en t ,  S e t -h i r - kh op sh e f  ( ‘ Se th  i s  w i t h  h i s  s t r ong  a rm’ ) ,  

i n  Y ea r  21  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  r e i gn ,  sh a r es  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  g r ee t i n gs  

b e in g  ex ch an ged  fo l lo wi n g  th e  t r e a t y w i t h  t h e  Hi t t i t e s .   

H o w ev e r ,  he  t oo  d i e s  b e f o r e  h i s  f a t h e r  i n  Yea r  5 3  o f  t h e  re i gn  

( K i t ch en  19 82 :  10 2)  and  t he  s u cce ss ion  pa ss e s  t o  K haemw as e t  

( ‘Appear i ng  i n  Thebes ’ ) ,  w e l l  kn ow n fo r  h i s  d ev o t io n  t o  P t ah ,  

f o r  w ho m h e  w as  h igh  p r i es t  a t  M em phi s  ( Ki t ch en  1 98 2 :  10 3 -

1 0 9) .   He  t oo  d i e s  i n  Y ear  5 5  o f  t h e  r e i gn  an d  so  th e  s u cce s s i on ,  

ch an ges  fo r  t he  f i f t h  t im e ,  p a s s i n g  n ow  to  P r in ce  M ern e p t ah  

( ‘Be l oved  o f  P tah ’ ) .   H e  ev en tu a l l y  s u cceed ed  h i s  f a th e r  w h o  

d i ed  a f t e r  a  r e i gn  o f  67  yea r s  i n  c .  12 1 3  B .C . E .  

9 . 6  Mern ep tah  

M er n ep t ah  h ad  a  p eace f u l  b eg in n i n g  t o  h i s  r e i gn ,  bu t  i n  Yea r  5 ,  

t h e  Li b yan s ,  i n  t and em wi t h  a  l oo se  co n f ed e r a t i on  whi ch  th e  

E g yp t i ans  r e f e r r ed  t o  a s  ‘ t h e  S ea  P eo p l e s ’ ,  a t t em pt ed  an  in v as io n  

o f  t he  W es t e r n  D e l t a .   A  g r ea t  b a t t l e  en su ed  r es u l t i n g  in  v i c to r y 

f o r  M ern e p t ah  whi ch  he  co mm em or a ted  up on  th e  w a l l s  o f  K a rn ak  

( Br ea s t ed  19 06 :  Vo l  3 :  24 0 - 25 2 ;  M anas s a  20 03 ) ;  t h e  pa r t  o f  t he  

i n s c r i p t i on  reco rd in g  th e  ap pr o ach  o f  t h e  t w o  a rmi e s  i s  

d e s c r ib ed :   

‘The  i n fan t r y  o f  h i s  ma j es t y  wen t  f o r th  t oge the r  w i t h  h i s  

ch ar io t r y ,  A m un -R e  b e i ng  w i t h  t h em,  an d  th e  O m bi t e  ( i . e .  S e t h )  

g i v ing  to  t hem  the  hand . ’  ( Br ea s t ed  19 0 6 :  V o l  3 :  2 45 ) .  

S o  h er e  S e t h  i s  equa t ed  wi t h  Am un -R e  a s  on e  o f  t h e  s t a t e - go d s  

o f  E g yp t ,  t h i s  i s  con t i nu ed  l a t e r ,  wh e re  th e  t r i u mp h  i s  b e in g  

d e s c r ib ed ,  a  fu r t h e r  p as sage  s t a t e s :  

‘V i c to r i ous  i s  Re ,  m igh t y  aga ins t  t h e  N ine  Bows  ( t h e  t r ad i t i on a l  

en emi es  o f  E g yp t ) ;  S e t h  g i ve t h  v i c t or y  and  m igh t  t o  Horus . ’  

( B r ea s t ed  19 06 :  Vo l  3 :  25 1) .  

O n  t he  w a l l s  o f  h i s  mo r t u a r y t em pl e  M er n ep t ah  a l so  h ad  ca r ved  a  

f u r t h e r  a cco un t  o f  t h i s  camp ai gn  ( t he  ‘V i c t o r y S t e l a ’ )  wi th in  

w h ich  h e  d es c r i be s  h o w S e th  h as  fo r s ak en  th e  Li b yan s :  

‘ Se t h  tu rned  h i s  back  ag a i ns t  t he i r  ch i e f ,  t h e i r  s e t t l em en t s  

hav ing  been  de s t royed  a t  h i s  command . ’  (M an ass a  2 00 3 :  3 9 ) .  
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In  a l l  o f  t h e s e  pa s sages  M er n ep tah  i s  a ck no wl ed gi n g  t h e  

aggr e s s iv e  s i d e  o f  S e t h  w hi ch  h e l ps  t o  de f ea t  t he  Li b yan s  an d  

S ea  Peop l es .  

9 . 7  S e t i  I I  

U p on  t he  d ea t h  o f  M er n ep t ah  i t  app ear s  t ha t  h i s  s u ccess o r ,  S e t i  

I I ,  w as  abs en t  and  a  us u rp e r ,  Am en mes s es ,  t oo k  th e  th r one  and  

b u r i ed  M er n ep t ah ;  h o w ev e r ,  a f t e r  3  o r  4  yea r s ,  S e t i  I I  s e i z ed  

b ack  th e  th r on e  and  d ec l a r ed  a  da mn at io n  m emo r i ae  aga ins t  

A m en m ess e s .   H i s  n am e w as  ex pu n ged  f r om v i r t u a l l y  ev e r y i t em 

an d  mo num ent  t h a t  h ad  bo r n e  i t  ( Bake r  2 00 8 :  51 ) .   S e t i  I I ’ s  

d ec la r ed  su cces so r  w as  h i s  so n ,  S e t i -M er n ep t ah ,  i n d i ca t in g  th a t  

S e t h  w as  s t i l l  r ega rd ed  f on d l y b y t h e  D yn as t y,  b u t  u n f o r tu n a t e l y 

h e  d i ed  b e fo r e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  h i s  yo u n ge r  b ro th e r ,  

S i p t ah ,  i n h e r i t i n g  th e  t h r o ne  as  a  m in or ,  wi t h  t h e  r es u l t  t ha t  h i s  

s t epm ot h er ,  T wo s r e t ,  r u l ed  i n  h i s  n am e.   U po n  S ip t ah ’s  d ea t h ,  i n  

h i s  r egn a l  Y ear  6 ,  T w os r e t  d ec l a r ed  he r s e l f  q ueen ,  u s i n g  f u l l  

p h a r ao n i c  t i t u l a r y l i k e  H a t sh ep su t  some  30 0  yea r s  e a r l i e r  ( V an  

D i j k  20 00 :  30 4 ) .  Tw o s r e t  p r ob ab l y o n l y r e i gn ed  fo r  ab ou t  t wo  

yea r s .   A  l im es to n e  s t e l a ,  no w  in  t h e  Bas e l  M us eum ,  da t ing  t o  

t h e  Ni n e t een t h  D yn as t y an d  be lo n gi n g  t o  t h e  t r e a su r e r  S e t i ,  

d ep i c t s  h im  wo rs h ip p i n g  S e t h  and  H ath o r  ( Go r d an -R as t e l l i  20 11 :  

3 7 ) .   Th i s  d em on s t ra t es  t h a t  t h e  w o rs h i p  o f  t h e  go d  w as  no t  

co n f in ed  to  r o ya l t y  b u t  t h e  gen e r a l  p op u l ace  a l s o  r ev e r ed  h i m.   

T e  V eld e  (1 96 7 :  135 - 13 8 )  l i s t s  53  d i f fe r en t  p e r s o na l  n ames  i n  

w h ich  Se th  i s  m en t i on ed  r an g i n g  f r om o nes  w he r e  th e  ch i l d  h ad  

b een  bo r n  on  a  f es t i v a l  d ay o f  t h e  god  e . g .  ‘S e th - i s  bo rn ’ ,  ‘S et h -

i s– i n -h i s - f es t i v a l ’ ,  ‘ S et h - h as - ap p ea red ’  and  ‘S eth - i s - in - the - s h ip ’  

t o  on es  wh i ch  i l l u s t r a t e  g r ea t  d ev o t ion  t o  t h e  go d  e . g .  ‘ se r v an t  

o f  S e t h ’ ,  ‘ wo r sh i ppe r  o f  S e t h ’ ,  ‘ cho s en  o f  S e t h ’ ,  ‘ so n  (o r  

d au gh t e r )  o f  S e t h ’  an d  ‘ I  b e l on g  t o  S e t h ’ .   A t  a  t im e  wh en  t h e  

r o ya l  f am i l y h ad  Se t h  a s  t h e i r  p e r s on a l  go d  i t  i s  p r ob ab l y n o t  

s u rp r i s i n g  th a t  he  w as  b e i n g  w o rs h ipp ed  b y s ec t io ns  o f  t h e  

gen e r a l  po pu la t i on  w h o  w e r e  nami n g  th e i r  o f f sp r i n g  a f t e r  h i m.   

9 . 8  Dyn as t y  20  –  Se t nak ht e  

U p on  t he  d ea t h  o f  T w os r e t  t he r e  app ea r s  t o  h av e  b een  a  s ho r t  

p e r i od  o f  an a r ch y b e f o r e  t h e  ac ce ss i on  o f  h e r  s u ccess o r ,  

S e t n ak h t e  ( ‘V i c t or ious  i s  S e th ’ ) .   T hi s  m an ’s  i d en t i t y  an d  h i s  

e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  b ecom e  p h ar aoh  i s  t h e  su b j ec t  o f  d eba t e .   I t  h a s  

b een  su gges t ed  t ha t  h e  w as  e i t h e r  a  son  o r  g r ands on  o f  Ram es s es  

I I  an d  h i s  n am e may i n d ica t e  a  f am i l i a l  r e l a t i on sh i p  wi th  S e t i  I  

o r  an  o r i g i n  i n  t h e  ea s t  D e l t a  ( Bak e r  20 0 8 :  40 7 ) .   V e r y f ew  
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a t t e s t a t i o ns  o f  S e tnak h t e  a r e  k no wn  and  he  ap p ear s  t o  h ave  d i ed  

a f t e r  a  r u l e  o f  j u s t  o v e r  t w o  yea r s ,  t o  b e  s u cceed ed  b y h i s  s on ,  

R am ess es  I I I .  

9 . 9  Ra mes s es  I I I  

R am ess es  I I I  w as  a r gu ab l y  t h e  l a s t  g r ea t  p h ar aoh  o f  E g yp t  ( V an  

D i j k  20 00 :  30 5 ) .   D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  ye a r s  o f  h i s  r e i gn ,  h e  

co ns o l i d a t ed  t h e  t h r o n e  and  s t ab i l i s ed  th e  co un t r y f r o m th e  

u n r es t  l e f t  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  N in e t een th  D yn as t y an d  b eg in n i n g  o f  

t h e  Tw en t i e th  D yn as t y.   T h en ,  i n  h i s  Yea r  f i v e ,  t h e  Li b ya n s  on ce  

aga i n  a t t em pt ed  t o  i nv ad e  t h e  D e l t a ,  bu t  t h ey w e r e  r o u t ed  b y 

R am ess es  I I I ,  a  f a c t  com m emo r a t ed  upo n  th e  w a l l s  o f  h i s  

m o r tu a r y t empl e  a t  M ed i ne t  H ab u ,  t o ge t h er  wi t h  h i s  o th e r  

v i c to r i e s  aga in s t  t he  Sea  P eo p l es  i n  Yea r  e i gh t  an d  th e  Li b yan s  

aga i n  in  Yea r  e l ev en .   Wh i l s t  t h es e  v i c t o r i es  a r e  d ed i ca t ed  t o  

A m un ,  t h es e  in s c r ip t i on s  a l so  in c lu de  r e f e r en ces  t o  S e t h :  

‘They  come  bow ing  down  i n  f ear  o f  h im ,  t he  b looming  you th ,  

va l ia n t  l i k e  B aa l  (w i t h  a  S e th  f i gu r e  a s  d e t e rm in a t iv e ) ’  an d  ‘Lo ,  

t h i s  Go od  G od ,  t h e  a ug us t ,  d i v i n e  yo u t h ,  w ho  ca m e  f or th  f ro m 

R e ,  b ea u t i f u l  a s  a  ch i l d ,  l i k e  t h e  s on  i f  I s i s ,  S e t h ,  va l ia n t ,  

s t r on g -armed ,  l i k e  h i s  f a the r  Montu ’   ( B r ea s t ed  19 06 :  Vo l  4 :  25  

an d  61 ) .  

S e t h  i s  a l s o  d ep i c t ed  a t  M ed in e t  H ab u  i n  t h e  cen t r a l  p as s age  o f  

t h e  g r ea t  t empl e  w i t h  R am ess e s  I I I  c en s in g  and  l i b a t i n g  to  h i m 

( Lep s i us  1 84 9 :  2 08 ;  Po r t e r  an d  Mos s  19 7 2 :  48 4 ) .  T h e  same  

s cen e ,  w i th  t h e  f i gu r e  o f  t h e  k i n g  r ep l aced  b y t h e  d ecea sed ,  i s  

s een  up on  a  s t e l a  o f  P a - aha t y,  d e s c r i bed  as  “ t h e  f o l l ow er  o f  

Se th ,”  d i scov e r ed  w i t h i n  t h e  S akk a r a  r eg i on  an d  d a t ed  f ro m th i s  

t im e .  T h i s  s t e l a  i s  n o w in  th e  C a i ro  Mu s eu m ( i nv en to r y n u mb er  

S .1 76 1) .   S e t h  i s  de s c r i b ed  u po n  t h e  re l i e f  a s  “L or d  o f  t he  

s ou th e rn  la nd .”  ( Bak r y 1 9 62 :  7 - 8 ) .   An  i n t e r es t in g  ep i t aph  as  

o n e  w ou l d  ex p ec t  “Lord  o f  t h e  nor t hern  l and ,”  t o  b e  t h e  t i t l e  

s een  i f  S e t h  w as  ma i n l y p r o mi n en t  i n  t h e  D e l t a  r eg i on  and  t h i s  

p os s i b l y i n d ica t e s  t h a t  h i s  wo rs h i p  w as  u n i f o r m t h ro u ghou t  

E g yp t  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  a  s i t u a t i on  p os s i b l y  con f i r med  b y t h e  fac t  

t h a t  R am es se s  I I I  a l so  h ad  n ew  l i n t e l s  ad d ed  t o  do or w a ys  i n  t h e  

t em pl e  o f  Se th  a t  Naq ad a ;  on e  s ho ws  Se t h  and  A mu n  sea t ed  back  

t o  b ack  o ve r  i n t e r tw i ned  Ni l e  p l an t s  (P e t r i e  an d  Qu ib e l l  1 8 96 :  

P l a t e  LX X IX ) .   On  t h e  l e f t  s id e ,  t h e  p r i e s t  U se r h a t  i s  s how n  

w o rs h i pp in g  t h e  two  go ds ,  a ccom p an ied  b y t h i s  i n s c r ip t ion :  
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‘Be loved  o f  Amun  lo rd  o f  t h e  t h rones  o f  t h e  two  l ands  who  i s  i n  

K ar na k .   G iv in g  pra i s e  t o  t h y  ka ,  O  Lo rd  o f  t h e  go ds ,  t ha t  h e  

m a y  g ra n t  l o ng  l i f e  a nd  a  g oo d  o ld  a ge . . . i n  Ka rn a k  to  t h e  k a  o f  

t h e  prophe t  o f  S e t h ,  Userha t ,  j u s t i f i ed ’  

O n  t he  r i gh t  s id e ,  U s e rh a t  i s  aga in  s ho w n wo r sh i pp in g  th e  t wo  

go d s ,  a ccom p an ied  b y t h e  in s c r ip t io n :  

 ‘ Se th  Nub t i ,  l o rd  o f  t he  Sou th  l and ,  g rea t  god ,  l o rd  o f  h eaven ,  

f a i r  ch i ld  o f  R e .   G i v i ng  p ra i s e  t o  t hy  k a ,  S e t h ,  t h e  v er y  va lo ro us  

t ha t  he  ma y  g i ve . . . i n  T h eb es  t o  t h e  k a  o f  t h e  pr op h e t  o f  Se t h ,  

Userha t ’  

Beh in d  th e  f i gu r e  o f  Us e r h a t  on  t h e  r igh t  i s  t h e  i n s c r i p t io n :  

‘made  by  h i s  son ,  who  makes  h i s  name  to  l i v e ,  f o r  t he  k a  o f  t he  

prophe t  o f  S e t h ,  Userha t ’   (P e t r i e  an d  Q u ib e l l  1 89 6 :  7 0 ) .   

In t e r e s t i n gl y T h e  Ya l e  E g yp t o lo g i ca l  In s t i t u t e  i n  E g yp t  ha s  j u s t  

p u b l i sh ed  u po n  th e i r  w ebs i t e  

( w w w. ya l e . edu / eg yp to lo g y/ q am ul a_ a l -b a r q a . h tml )  d e t a i l s  o f  a  

r o ck  i ns c r i p t i on  a t  M a tn a  e l - Ba r q a ,  w es t  o f  N aq ada ,  sh o wi n g  a  

f i gu r e  o f  S e t h  s ea t ed  u po n  a  l a r ge  go l d  s i gn  on  t he  l e f t  an d  th r ee  

co lum ns  o f  h i e r o glyp h i c  t ex t  o n  t h e  r igh t  wh i ch  t r ans l a t e  a s  

f o l lo w s :  

‘Made  by  t h e  w ’b  pr i es t  Usherha t  f o r  h i s  l o rd ,  S e t h  t h e  Omb i t e . ’                  

T hi s  Us e r h a t ,  t h e  su r v ey t e am  sp ecu l a t ed ,  i s  p r ob ab l y t h e  s am e 

p e r so n  r ep r es en t ed  u p on  th e  l i n t e l  d e sc r ib ed  abo v e .  

R am ess es  I I I  a l s o  no t es  h i s  r es to r a t i ons  t o  t h i s  S e th  t emp le  a t  

O m bos  i n  t h e  Pap yr u s  H a r r i s  wh e r e  h e  s t a t es :  

‘ I  r e s t or ed  t h e  house  o f  S e th ,  l o rd  o f  Ombos ;  I  bu i l t  i t s  wa l l s  

w hi ch  w er e  i n  ru i n ,  I  eq u i pp ed  t h e  ho us e  i n  i t s  m id s t  i n  h i s  

d i v ine  name ,  bu i l t  w i th  e xce l l en t  work ,  f o r ever .   “House -o f -

R a m es se s -R u l er - o f -H e l i op o l i s ,  l i f e - pr os p er i t y -h ea l th ,  i n - th e -

H o us e -o f - S e t h - o f -Ombos ,”  was  i t s  g r ea t  name .   I  equ ipped  i t  

wi th  s l a ves ,  t h e  cap t i v es  a nd  p eop l e ,  w ho m I  cr ea t ed .   I  m a d e  f or  

h i m herd s  in  t h e  No r t h ,  i n  ord er  t o  pre s en t  t h em to  h i s  ka  a s  a  

d a i l y  o f f e r in g .   I  ma d e  fo r  h i m d i v i ne  o f f er in gs  a n ew ,  b e in g  a n  

i n cr ea s e  o f  t h e  d a i l y  o f f e r i ngs  w h i ch  wer e  b e f or e  h i m .   I  ga ve  t o  

h i m l an ds ,  h i gh  a nd  l ow ,  an d  i s l an ds ,  i n  t he  S ou th  a nd  th e  

N or t h ,  b ear in g  bar l ey  a nd  s pe l t .   H i s  t r ea sur y  w as  su pp l i ed  w i th  

t h e  t h i ng s  w h i ch  my  ha nd s  br ou gh t ,  i n  or d er  t o  do ub l e  t he  f eas t s  

b e fo re  h i m ev er y  day . ’   ( B rea s t ed  1 906 :  V o l  4 :  1 80 -1 81 ) .  

http://www.yale.edu/egyptology/qamula_al-barqa.html
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H e  a l so  m ad e  a  t emp l e  t o  Se th  i n  wh a t  h e  d es c r i b es  a s  t h e  

‘ R es id ence  C i t y’  –  p r e sum ab l y t h e  cap i t a l  i n  t h e  D e l t a  n ea r  

T an i s ;  w e  d o  no t  kn o w wh e th e r  h e  bu i l t  a  n ew t empl e  o r  

r en ov a t ed  th e  ex i s t i n g  o n e  t h a t  R am ess e s  I I  h ad  c r ea t ed .   A ga in ,  

h e  s t a t es :  

‘ I  made  a  gr ea t  t emp le ,  en l arged  w i th  l abour ,  i n  t h e  house  o f  

“Se th - o f -R a mess e s -M er i a mo n ,  l i f e - pr os p er i t y -hea l th ;”  bu i l t ,  

l a i d ,  s mo o t hed ,  a nd  i ns c r ib ed  w i th  des ig ns ;  ha v in g  do orp os t s  o f  

s tone ,  and  doors  o f  c edar .   “Hous e - o f -R a m es se s -R u l er - o f -

H e l i op o l i s ,  l i f e - pr os p er i t y -h ea l th ,  i n - th e - Ho us e - o f -Se th ,”  i t s  

n a m e w as  ca l l ed  for eve r .   I  a s s ig n ed  to  i t  s e r f - l ab ou r ers  o f  t h e  

p eop l e  w ho m  I  cr ea t ed ,  m a l e  a nd  f emal e  s l a ves  wh o m I  car r i ed  

o f f  a s  ca p t i v e s  o f  my  sw ord .   I  ma d e  for  h im  d i v in e  o f f er in gs ,  

f u l l  a nd  p ur e ,  i n  ord er  t o  o f f er  t h em to  h i s  k a  e ver y  d ay .   I  f i l l ed  

h i s  t r eas ur y  w i t h  po ss e s s i on s  w i t ho u t  n u mb er ,  w i t h  gr an ar i es  o f  

g ra in  b y  th e  t en - tho us an d ,  h e rd s  o f  ca t t l e  l i k e  t h e  sa nd ,  i n  ord er  

t o  o f f e r  t h em t o  th y  ka ,  O  t ho u  gr ea t  i n  migh t . ’   ( B r ea s t ed  19 06 :  

V o l  4 :  18 2 ) .  

T h es e  t wo  s t a t em en t s  g i ve  s om e  id ea  o f  t h e  r e sp ec t  t h a t  

R am ess es  I I I  h ad  fo r  S e t h  and  th e  amo u n t  o f  s l av e s ,  c a t t l e  an d  

l and s  t h a t  a  t em pl e  cou ld  ca l l  u po n  t o  r a i s e  i t s  i n co m e and  

p r ov id e  th e  t em pl e  w i t h  t h e  n ecess a r y i t ems  f o r  t h e  d a i l y  

o f f e r i n gs .   

In  h i s  t emp l e  a t  Kar n ak  R amess e s  I I I  i s  d ep i c t ed  up on  a  re l i e f  i n  

t h e  H yp o s t yl e  H a l l  o f f e r i n g  a  nem se t -vas e  to  S e t h  and  N ep h t h ys  

( C h i cago  R e l i e f s  19 3 6 :  P l a t e  42 ) .   A l th o u gh  t h e  t empl e  i s  

d ed i ca t ed  t o  Am un ,  t h i s  o nce  aga i n  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  Se th  a t  t h i s  

t im e  w as  n o t  v i ew ed  i n  a  n ega t i ve  f ash io n .   Co n t i nu i n g  th i s  

t h em e ,  C ai r o  M us eu m h as  a  t r i ad ,  fo un d  in  t he  k in g’ s  T em pl e  a t  

M edi ne t  H ab u ,  s how i n g  R am es s es  I I I  b e in g  c ro w n ed  b y H o r us  

an d  Se th  ( F i gu r e  17 )  (Po r t e r  and  M oss  1 97 2 :  5 26 ) ,  p r ob ab l y  

r ep r es en t i n g  Up pe r  and  Lo w er  E g yp t  r e s p ec t i v e l y.  

R am ess es  I I I  d i ed  in  11 5 3  B.C . E .  a f t e r  a  r e i gn  o f  32  yea r s .   H e  

ap p ear s  t o  h ave  b een  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  a  co ns p i r acy;  c e r t a i n ly  t h e  

H a r em C on sp i r ac y P ap yr u s  d es c r i be s  t h i s  s cen a r i o ,  an d  a l t ho u gh  

s u rv iv i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  a t t a ck ,  h e  d i ed  t h r ee  w eek s  l a t e r  ( Bak e r  

2 0 08 :  3 15 ) .   H e  w as  s u cceed ed  b y h i s  s on ,  R am es se s  IV .  

9 . 10  Th e  la t er  Rames s id es .  

T h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  t he  T w en t i e th  D yn as ty  co v e r s  a  p e r i od  o f  81  

yea r s  an d  s ees  e i gh t  p h ar aoh s  (R amesse s  IV  t o  X I)  r e i gn .   T he  



92 
 

ex ac t  r e l a t i on sh ip  o f  t he s e  to  o ne  an o t h er  i s  comp l i ca t ed  ( V an  

D i j k  20 00 :  30 8 ) ,  and  du e  to  s om e o f  t he  ph a r ao hs  d yi n g  wi th  n o  

h e i r s ,  fo u r  o f  R am es s es  I I I ’ s  s on s  as cen d  to  t he  t h ro ne  a t  v a r i ou s  

t im es  ( R am es se s  IV ,  V ,  V I  an d  V I I I ) .   S e t h  app ea r ed  to  s t i l l  

h av e  an  i mp o r t an t  ro l e  am on g  th e  s t a t e  go ds  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  e . g .  i n  

t h e  i nn e r  p a r t  o f  t he  h yp o s t yl e  o f  t h e  T emp le  o f  K ho ns  a t  

K a r n ak ,  Ram ess e s  IV  i s  d ep i c t ed  k n ee l i n g  u po n  a  s ma - s ym bo l  

b e in g  bo un d  b y S e th  an d  H or us  (Po r t e r  and  M oss  1 97 2 :  23 5 ) .   H e  

w as  a l s o  wo r sh i pp ed  b y t h e  gene r a l  p op u l ace  a s  c an  be  s een  b y 

t h e  i n co r po r a t i on  o f  h i s  na m e i n t o  t hos e  o f  t h e  gen er a l  pu b l i c  a t  

t h i s  t im e .   Th us  c a r t ou ch es  o f  Ram ess es  IV  a r e  s ho w n up on  a  

s t e l a  b e in g  ado r ed  b y a  r o ya l  bu t l e r  nam ed  R am ess es - s e t -

h i rw en em ef :  


 


 
 



   

( Po r t e r  an d  Mos s  19 6 4 :  77 6 ) .  

R am ess es  V I I I  s u cceed ed  t o  t h e  th r on e  b ecau se  h i s  p r ed eces so r ’ s  

ch os en  su cces so r ,  h i s  on l y ch i l d ,  R am es s es ,  h ad  d i ed  b ef o r e  h i s  

f a th e r  ( Bak e r  20 08 :  3 29 ) .   H e  w as  o r i g i n a l l y  n am ed  

S e t h i rk op sh e f ,  ( ‘ Se t h  i s  w i t h  h i s  s t r ong  arm’ )  b u t  f o l l o wed  t h e  

n o w s eemi n gl y i n g ra i n ed  p r i n c ip l e  o f  t ak in g  t h e  no m en  

R am ess es .   H e  r e i gn ed  f o r  on l y ab o u t  o n e  yea r  b e f o re  b e in g  

s u cceed ed  b y R am es s es  IX ,  wh o  m ay h av e  b een  a  g r an ds on  o f  

R am ess es  I I I .   H e  w as  f aced  wi t h  ye t  m o re  u n r es t  t h r o u gh o u t  t h e  

k in gd om:  Li b yan  r a i d e r s  i n  t h e  W es t e rn  D es e r t ,  t om b  ro bb e r i e s ,  

l abo ur  s t r i k e s  and  th e  i n c r ea s in g  po w er  o f  t h e  p r i es t h oo d  o f  

A m un .   T h i s  l a t t e r  p r ob lem cam e  t o  a  h ead  w hen  th e  h i gh  p r i es t  

o f  Amu n ,  Amu nh o tep ,   h ad  h im s e l f  d ep i c t ed  o n  tw o  r e l i e f s  a t  

K a r n ak  o n  th e  s am e s ca l e  a s  t h e  ph a r ao h  ( Bak e r  20 08 :  3 31 ) .  

D a t i n g  to  t h e  r e i gn  o f  Ram ess e s  IX  i s  P ap yr u s  V a l enca y N o  2  

w h ich  con s i s t s  o f  a  l e t t e r  f r om th e  s t ab l e  m as t e r  P ah en  an d  th e  

ch i e f  o f  p o l i c e  S ahn u f e  t o  a  p e r so n  wh os e  n ame  an d  t i t l e s  a r e  

u n fo r t un a te l y l o s t .  T h e  l e t t e r  i s  co nce rn ed  wi th  th e  f i n d i ng  o f  a  

f u g i t i v e .   In  t h e  cou r s e  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  t he  tw o  w r i t e r s  r e f e r  t o  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h ey v i s i t ed  o n e  S e t s an kh ,  t he  p ro ph e t  o f  S e t h  in  t h e  

t o wn  o f  S h en es e t  t o  co ns u l t  wi t h  t h e  go d  S e t h  a s  t o  t h e  

w h e r eab ou t s  o f  t h e  f u g i t i v e .   T h ey r ep o r t  t h a t  S e th  i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  

t h e  fu g i t i v e  w as  to  t h e  s o u th  o f  t hem an d  w ou ld  b e  f ou nd  ( W ent e  

1 9 90 :  1 30 ) .   T h i s  pa s s age  i s  s i gn i f i c an t  n o t  o n l y b ecau s e  t h e  

p r op h e t  i n c l ud ed  Se t h  i n  h i s  n am e bu t  a l s o  b ecaus e  th e  go d  i s  

u s ed  as  an  o r ac l e .  T h e  us e  o f  god s  as  o r ac l e s  i s  w e l l  a t t e s t ed  in  

t h e  N ew Ki n gdom  an d  i s  d i s c u ss ed  b y Lu i s e l l i  (2 01 0 :  7 0 ) .  
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R am ess es  X  su cceed ed  Ram es se s  IX  b u t  h i s  r e l a t i on sh ip  t o  h i s  

p r ed ecess o r  i s  no t  k n ow n;  a l t h o u gh  he  r e i gn ed  f o r  t en  ye a r s ,  

v i r t u a l l y  n o t h in g  i s  k no wn  ab ou t  h im  an d  h i s  t om b in  t h e  V a l l e y 

o f  t he  Ki n gs  h a s  n ev e r  b een  p r op e r l y ex p l o red  ( V an  Di j k  2 0 00 :  

3 0 8) .    

T h e  D yn as t y w a s  b r o u gh t  t o  a  c l os e  wi th  t h e  t w en t y- e i gh t  yea r  

l on g  r e i gn  o f  R am es s es  X I ,  w h o  m ay h av e  b een  a  so n  o f  e i t h e r  

R am ess es  IX  o r  X .   W hi l s t  h e  r u l ed  f ro m h i s  c ap i t a l  P i - ram es s e  

i n  t h e  no r th ,  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  co un t r y w as  e f f ec t i v e l y co n t r o l l ed  

b y t h e  H i gh  P r i e s t s  o f  Am un ,  cu lm in a t i n g  i n  H e r ih o r ,  w ho  a l so  

ad ds  t h e  t i t l e s  ‘V i ce r o y o f  Ku sh ’  and  ‘V i z i e r ’  t o  t h a t  o f  ‘H i gh  

P r i e s t  o f  Am un ’ .   Th i s  gav e  h im  a  p os i t i o n  o f  s u ch  u n ass a i l ab l e  

p o w er  i n  t h e  so u t h  t h a t  h e  pu t  h i s  n ame  in  ca r to uch es  w i th in  t he  

K a r n ak  T empl e  com pl ex .   Th i s  su gges t s  t h a t  t h e re  w as  a  t a c i t  

u n de r s t an d i n g  b e t ween  R am es s es  an d  H e r ih o r  t h a t  on e  ru l ed  i n  

t h e  no r t h  and  o n e  in  t h e  so u th  o f  t he  co u n t r y ( V an  Di j k  20 0 0 :  

3 0 9) .   Fo l l ow in g  t he  d ea th  o f  R am es s es  X I  i n  10 69  B.  C .  E . ,  t h e  

T h i r d  In t e r m ed i a t e  P e r i od  b egan .  
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F i gu r e  1 7 :   S t a t u e  g r o u p  o f  R amess e s  I I I  ( c en t r e )  wi th  Ho r us   

( l e f t )  and  S e t h  ( r i gh t ) .   C op yr i gh t :  C a i r o  Mus eum .    
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9 . 11  To mb  W o rk ers ’  V i l l ag e  a t  D e i r - e l - Medin a  

 T he  l a s t  r u l e r  o f  Eg yp t  t o  b e  b u r i ed  in  a  p yr am i d - t op p ed  to mb  

w as  A hm os e  I ;  h i s  s on  an d  su cces so r ,  A m en op h i s  I ,  s ep ara t ed  h i s  

m o r tu a r y t empl e  and  t om b an d  m ay w e l l  be  t h e  ph a r ao h  wh o  s e t  

u p  th e  ro ya l  t om b w o r ke r s ’  v i l l age  a t  D e i r - e l -M ed i na  ( Bi e rb r i e r  

1 9 82 :  1 4 ) .   C e r t a i n l y A m eno p h i s  I  an d  h i s  mot h er ,  A hm es -

N ef e r t a r i ,  w e r e  wo rs h i pp ed  as  p a t r on s  b y t h e  ro ya l  wo r kmen  i n  

l a t e r  t i mes  ( F r i edman  1 99 4 :  1 11 ) .   T he  comm un i t y w as  ce r t a i n l y 

i n  ex i s t en ce  un d e r  h i s  s u cce ss o r ,  T hu tm os i s  I ,  w h o  w as  th e  f i r s t  

p h a r ao h  wh o  ch o s e  t o  b e  bu r i ed  i n  t h e  h id d en  v a l l ey n o w  k n ow n 

a s  t he  V a l l e y o f  t he  Ki n gs  ( B i e r b r i e r  1 9 82 :  1 5 -1 6) .   L i t t l e  i s  

k n ow n o f  ho w th e  w o r km en  w e r e  o r gan i s ed  a t  t h i s  p e r i od ,  an d  

t h e  v i l l age  f e l l  i n t o  d i su s e  wh en  Ak h en a t en  t r ans f e r r ed  th e  

cap i t a l  t o  Am arn a ,  b u t  i t  was  r e - es t ab l i sh ed  b y H o r emh eb ,  an d  

f r om  t h e  t im e  o f  t he  r e i gn  o f  S e t i  I  w e  h av e  a  g r ea t  dea l  o f  

i n fo rm at io n  con ce rn in g  th e  v i l l age  and  i t s  i n h ab i t an t s  ( Bi e rb r i e r  

1 9 82 :   6 ) .  

In  t h eo r y,  a l l  t h e  a r t i s an s  o f  t h e  t om b,  and  d e f i n i t e l y t h e i r  

f o r em en  and  s c r ib es ,  w e r e  app o in t ed  by  t h e  v i z i e r .   Th e  tw o  

f o r em en ,  o n e  fo r  each  o f  t he  ‘ c r ews ’ ,  ca l l ed  th e  R i gh t  an d  t h e  

Le f t  ( p r es um ab l y f r o m th e  s i d e  o f  t h e  to mb  t he y w o r k ed  up o n)  

h ad  d i r ec t  con t ro l  o f  t he  da i l y  w o r k ing  an d ,  t o ge t h e r  wi th  a t  

l e as t  on e  s c r i be ,  t he y w e r e  r ega r d ed  as  t h e  admi n i s t r a to r s  o f  t he  

t om b wo r k er s  ( Les k o  1 99 4 :  18 ) .   F rom  ear l y t i mes  r e l i g i on  

ap p ear s  t o  h ave  p l ayed  an  imp o r t an t  pa r t  i n  t he  l i f e  o f  t he  

v i l l age r s ;  t h i s  m ay r e f l e c t  t h e i r  j o bs  i . e .  b u i l d i n g  t he  p h ar ao h ’s  

t om b  o r  p e r haps  t ha t  t h i s  i s  t h e  be s t  p r e s e rv ed  v i l l age  tha t  w e  

h av e  to  s t ud y an d  th a t  a l l  E g yp t i an s  we r e  j u s t  a s  p io us .   S eve r a l  

l a r ge  t em pl es  s to od  to  t he  n o r t h  an d  no r th - eas t  o f  t h e  v i l l age  an d  

t h e  c l i f f  f a ce  n ea r  t h e  v i l l age  w as  d o t t ed  wi t h  chap e l s  t o  v a r i ou s  

go d s  ( B i e r b r i e r  19 82 :  85 ) .   In  t h e se  chap e l s  and  t h e  ho us es  o f  

t h e  v i l l age  h av e  b een  d i s cov e r ed  m any s t e l a e  am on gs t  wh i ch  i s  

t h a t  o f  A ap eh t y,  n ow  in  th e  Br i t i sh  M us eum  ( acqu i s i t i o n  no :  

3 5 63 0) ,  s ee  F i gu r e  1 8 .    

A ap eh t y t r an s l a t es  a s  ‘g rea t  o f  s t r eng th ’  an d  i s  on e  o f  t h e  

ep i th e t s  o f  Se th ,  wh i ch  i s  p r ob ab l y w h y A ap eh t y  i s  sh o wn  on  th e  

s t e l e  i n  t h e  ac t  o f  ad o r a t i on  i n  f ro n t  o f  a  s t an d in g  f i gu r e  o f  S e th .   

A ap eh t y w as  th e  d ep u t y o f  t h e  r i gh t  h an d  gan g  and  t h e  s on  o f  i t s  

f o r em an ,  P an eb .   Wh i l s t  t h e r e  w e re  m an y f o r e i gn  w or k e rs  

p r e s en t  i n  D e i r -e l -M ed i na ,  p r es um ab ly  b r o u gh t  i n  f o r  t he i r  

p a r t i cu l a r  ex pe r t i s e ,  (W ar d  19 94 :  61 - 85 )  i t  i s  un l ik e l y t h a t  t he   
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F i gu r e  1 8 :   Li m es to n e  s t e l a  o f  A apeh ty  ( Br i t i s h  Mus eum  3 5 63 0) .  

C op yr i gh t :  B r i t i s h  M us eum .   

 

  

http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_image.aspx?image=ps340663.jpg&retpage=15419
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f o r em an  w as  o n e  o f  t h e se ,  so  h e r e  w e  h av e  a  s t e l e ,  d ed i ca t ed  t o  

S e t h ,  i n  on e  o f  t h e  h o l i e s t  p l ace s  t h a t  ex i s t ed  in  E g yp t  a t  t h a t  

t im e ,  i n  t h e  s ens e  th a t  t h e  w or k e rs  w er e  i nv o l v ed  in  t h e  

co ns t r u c t i on  an d  d eco r a t io n  o f  t h e  k ing’ s  t om bs ,  t h i s  su re l y 

i nd ica t ed  th a t  t h e  go d  w as  an  accep t ed  p a r t  o f  t h e  p an th eo n .  

A n  o s t r aco n ,  a l s o  f r o m D ei r  e l - M ed i na ,  an d  no w  in  t h e  Ca i ro  

M us eum ,  dep i c t s  Se t h  as  a  hu m an  f i gu r e  wi t h  t h e  S e th  an i ma l  

h ead  s ea t ed  u po n  a  t h ro ne .   In  o n e  h and  he  h o l ds  an  ank h  an d  th e  

o th e r  p ro b ab l y h ad  a  w as - s cep t r e  (C r uz -U r ib e  20 09 :  21 3 ) .  

In  1 9 2 8  a  as s embl age  o f  r e l i g io us ,  m ag i ca l ,  d o cu ment a r y  and  

l i t e ra r y p ap yr i  w as  d i s co v er ed  a t  De i r  e l - M ed in a  (Sz p ak ow s k a  

2 0 03 :  6 7 ) .   Th e  as sem bl age  b e l on ged  to  a  s c r ib e  n am ed  

Q eh h er kh op sh e f  and  i n c lu d ed  a  ‘ D ream  Boo k’ ,  t h i s  ex p l i c i t l y  

d e s c r ib ed  t h e  d r eam s  o f  a t  l e as t  t wo  ca t ego r i es  o f  i n d i v id u a l s ,  

t h e  f i n a l  s ec t i on  b eg i n n i n g  w i th  t h e  head in g :  ‘ Beg i nn i n g  o f  t he  

D r eams  o f  t h e  f o l l ow er s  o f  S e t h  (Sz p ak o ws k a  20 03 :  7 3 ) .   T h i s  i s  

p r eced ed  b y a  d e s c r i p t i on  o f  t h e  p e r s on a l i t y  an d  p h ys i ca l  

ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h i s  t yp e  o f  man .   Wh i l s t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  p ap yr u s  

a r e  m i s s in g  i t  h as  been  p os s ib l e  t o  cons t ru c t  t h e  fo l lo wi ng  

d e s c r ip t io n :  

A  man  wi th  cu r l y h a i r ,  p os s i b l y n a t u r a l l y  r ed  in  co l ou r  wh o  i s  

p o t en t i a l l y  v i o l en t ,  d ecad en t  and  d eb au ch ed  an d  i s  a  woman i s e r .   

H e  o f t en  d r i nk s  t o  ex ce ss  and  wh en  he  d oes ,  h i s  S e th i an  

ch a r ac t e r  t ak es  co n t r o l .   W hi l s t  h e  m ay b e  a  memb er  o f  t h e  ro ya l  

c l as s es ,  h i s  t a s t es  an d  m an ne r s  a r e  un r e f in ed ,  u n re s t r a i ned  an d  

ea r th y,  l i k e  t h os e  o f  a  com mo n er .   On e  can  r eco gn i s e  h e r e  m an y 

o f  t he  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  t ha t  w e  h av e  s een  a t t r i b u t ed  t o  t h e  go d   

S e t h  in  t h e  P yr am i d ,  Co f f i n  and  Bo ok  o f  t h e  D ead  t ex t s  b u t  t he  

D r eam Boo k  a l th ough  p l ac i n g  t h e  m an  o f  S e th  o u t s id e  th e  n o r ms  

o f  E g yp t i an  so c i e t y  d oes  no t  su gges t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n ec ess a r i l y  a  

b ad  th i n g .   I t  i s  r eg r e t t ab l e  t h a t  t he  f i r s t  po r t i o n  o f  t h e  pap yr u s  

w h ich  i s  mi s s i n g  po ss ib l y co n t a in ed  a  d es c r i p t i on  o f  t h e  o p pos i t e  

i nd iv i du a l  t o  t h e  ‘ fo l l ow er  o f  S e th ’  t ha t  o f  a  ‘ f o l lo w er  o f  

H o r us ’ ,  p r es um ab l y  an  in d iv id u a l  w ho  w o u l d  hav e  b ee n  

d e s c r ib ed  i n  a  m or e  ami ab l e  m ann e r .        

9 . 12  Th e  Ch es t er  B eat t y  Pap y rus  

T hi s  p ap yr u s  d a t es  f r om  t h e  r e i gn  o f  Ram es s es  V  an d  comes  

f r om  T h eb es .   I t  w as  f i r s t  pu b l i sh ed  b y  G a rd in e r  i n  1 93 1 .   G oo d  

t r an s l a t io ns  can  b e  f o un d  in  S im ps on  (1 9 73 ) ,  Li ch t h e im  (1 9 76 ) ,  

an d  Mo r gan  ( 20 05 ) .  
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Wh en  H or us  cam e to  m anh oo d ,  h e  p r esen t ed  h i ms e l f  b e fo re  t h e  

C om pan y o f  t he  God s  and  r eq ues t ed  h i s  b i r th r i gh t ,  i . e .  t he  t h ro n e  

o f  Os i r i s  (S i mp so n  1 9 73 :  1 09 ;  Li ch th e i m 19 76 :  2 14 ;  Mo rgan  

2 0 05 :  3 04 ) .   T h en  S hu ,  t h e  so n  o f  R e  s po k e  and  s a i d ,  “Gi ve  th e  

k i ng l y  o f f i c e  t o  Horus .”   On  h ea r i n g  th i s ,  I s i s  gave  a  g r ea t  c r y o f  

j o y an d  r eq u es t ed  th a t  Os i r i s  m ay h ea r  t h e  n ews  b u t  R e - Har ak h t i  

s a id  t h a t  t h e  d ec i s io n  sh ou ld  n o t  h av e  b een  mad e  wi th ou t  h im  

an d  wi th d r e w  in  a  f i t  o f  p iq u e ,  a s  h e  wo u l d  r a t h e r  l i k e  t o  h av e  

g i v e n  t h e  th ro n e  to  S e th .   So  S e t h  s a id  “L et  H or us  b e  cas t  f o r t h  

w i th  me  s o  th a t  I  ma y  d e f ea t  h im  b e f ore  th e  Co m pa ny  o f  H ea ven ,  

t h i s  i s  t h e  on l y  way  to  s or t  i t .”   A t  t h i s  Th o th  s a i d ,  “How wi l l  

t ha t  he lp  u s  t o  d i s ce r n  th e  g u i l t y  o n e ,  s ha l l  w e  g i ve  t h e  th r on e  t o  

S e th  wh i l s t  h i s  s on  ( i . e  Os i r i s ’ s  s on )  Horus  i s  s t i l l  a l i ve?”  

R e - H ar akh t i  w as  v e r y an n o yed  a t  t h i s  an d  th e  Co mp an y o f  

H eav en  ap p ear e d  to  b e  a t  an  i mp as s e ,  so  At um su gges t ed  th a t  

t h ey r e f e r  t h e  m at t e r  t o  t h e  g r ea t  an c i e n t  go d  Ban eb d j ed e t ,  i n  

o r d e r  t h a t  h e  m ay p r o no un ce  ju d gement  o n  th e  tw o  con t end e r s  

( S i mps on  1 97 3 :  1 10 ;  Li ch th e im 19 76 :  2 15 ;  M o r gan  2 00 5 :  3 04 ) .   

Ban ebd j ed e t  r a th e r  t h an  m ak in g  a  d ec i s io n ,  s u gges t ed  t h a t  t he y 

s ho u l d  w r i t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  N e i th  an d  wh a tev e r  s he  d ec i d e d  t he y 

s ho u l d  do .   So  t h e  C om pan y r eq u es t ed  th a t  Th o th  wr i t e  t o  N e i th  

s t a t i n g  th a t  fo r  t he  p a s t  e i gh t y yea r s  t h e  t wo  m en  ha d  b een  

b e f o re  t h e  t r i bu n a l  b u t  n on e  o f  t h e  gods  k n e w ho w to  p ro no u nc e  

j ud gem en t  up on  th em ,  so  w ou ld  s h e  w r i t e  an d  t e l l  t h em wh a t  t o  

d o?    

N e i t h  r ep l i ed  (S imp so n  19 73 :  11 1 ;  Lich th e i m 19 76 :  2 15 ;  Mo r gan  

2 0 05 :  3 05 )  s ayi n g ,  “Give  th e  o f f i c e  o f  Os i r i s  t o  h i s  s on  Horus  or  

e l se  I  sh a l l  b e  a ng ry  an d  th e  h ea vens  w i l l  c ra sh  t o  t h e  gr ound .”    

S h e  a l so  r equ es t ed  t h a t  R e - H ar ak h t i  do u b l e d  S eth ’ s  po sse s s i ons  

an d  th a t  h e  g av e  h im  h i s  t wo  d au gh t e r s ,  A n a t  and  A s t a r t e ,  a s  an  

i nd u cem en t  t o  ab i de  b y t h e  dec i s i on .   Wh en  th i s  l e t t e r  r each ed  

t h e  C om p an y o f  H eav en ,  T ho th  r ead  i t  o u t  and  ev e r yo n e  ag r eed  

t h a t  t h e  god d ess  was  co r r ec t  i n  w h a t  sh e  h ad  w r i t t en .   R e -

H ar akh t i  aga in  ap pea r ed  to  t ak e  t h i s  bad l y an d  sa id  to  Hor u s  

“Thou  ar t  f e eb l e  i n  t h y  l imbs ,  and  t h i s  k ing l y  o f f i c e  i s  t oo  gr ea t  

f o r  you ,  ch i ld ,  t h e  t a s t e  o f  whose  mou th  i s  bad” ,  (S i mp son  19 73 :  

1 1 2 ;  Li ch th e im 19 76 :  21 6 ;  M or gan  2 005 :  30 6 ) .  T h i s  l a s t  

co mm en t  p e r h ap s  su gges t e d  t h a t  H o rus  s t i l l  h ad  th e  b ad  b r ea t h  

o f  an  i n f an t  and ,  t he r e f o r e ,  w as  m u ch  t oo  yo u n g  t o  t ak e  on  t h e  

t h ro ne .   R e - H ar akh t i  t h en  w en t  o f f  i n  a  su lk  w h i ch  w as  on l y 

l i f t ed  w h en  h i s  d augh t e r ,  H a th o r ,  ex pos ed  h e rs e l f  t o  h im,  a  

s t r an ge  t h in g  f o r  a  d au gh t e r  t o  d o  b ef o r e  h e r  f a th e r ,  bu t  i t  
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o b v io us l y w o r k ed  as  h e  o n ce  aga in  s a t  d ow n  wi th  th e  Com p an y 

o f  Heav en  an d  add re s s ed  S e th  an d  H oru s  s ayi n g ,  “Speak  

concern ing  yours e l ve s”  (S im ps on  1 973 :  11 2 ;  Li ch t h e im  1 9 76 :  

2 1 6 ;  Mo r gan  20 05 :  3 0 6) .  S e th  th en  s t a t ed  t h a t  h i s  s t r en g th  w as  

g r ea t  an d  th a t  h e  da i l y  k i l l ed  A po ph i s ,  t h e  enem y o f  R e ,  w i t h  h i s  

h a r po on  w hi l s t  s t and in g  in  t h e  f r on t  o f  R e’ s  b a rq ue  as  i t  

j ou r ne yed  t h r o u gh  t h e  un d er w or ld  an d  th a t  n o  o t h er  god  co u l d  do  

t h i s  an d  th e r e fo r e  h e  w as  en t i t l ed  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  O s i r i s .   Th i s  

s w a yed  m an y o f  t he  go ds  t o  su pp or t  Se t h ,  b u t  on ce  aga i n  T ho t h  

c r i ed  a l ou d  “Sha l l  t h e  o f f i c e  b e  g i ven  t o  a  bro t he r  on  t h e  s i d e  o f  

t h e  mo ther ,  wh i l e  a  son  o f  t he  body  i s  y e t  a l i ve?”    A n  o pp os i t e  

v i ew  t o  t h i s  w as  g iv en  b y  t h e  go d ,  Ban ebd j ed e t ,  wh o  s t a t ed ,  

“Sha l l  t he  o f f i c e  be  g i ven  t o  t h i s  ch i ld ,  wh i l e  S e th ,  h i s  e l d er  

b ro the r  i s  y e t  a l i v e?”  (S i mp so n  19 73 :  1 1 3 ;  Li ch th e im 19 76 :  21 6 ;  

M o r gan  20 05 :  3 06 ) .   I s i s  w as  v e r y an n o yed  a t  t h i s  and  

t h rea t en ed  t o  r e co un t  t h e i r  w o rd s  t o  At um  and  t o  K hep r a ,  a t  

w h ich  th e  Co mp an y o f  H eav en ,  i n  ye t  an o t h er  ab ou t  f a ce ,  s a i d  t o  

h e r :  “Be  no t  v exed ,  Horus  w i l l  g e t  wha t  i s  r i gh t l y  h i s .”  

A t  th i s  i t  w as  no w S e t h ’s  t u r n  t o  b e  an n o yed  an d  h e  th r ea t ened  

each  d a y t o  k i l l  one  o f  t h e  go ds  i n  t h e  Co mp an y o f  H eav en  wi t h  

h i s  s cep t re  w e i gh i ng  4 , 50 0  po un ds  and  h e  a l s o  s t a t ed  t ha t  h e  

w o u l d  t ak e  no  f u r th e r  p a r t  i n  t h e  t r i bu n a l  w h i l s t  I s i s  w as  

p r e s en t .  

R e  th en  to l d  th e  Com p an y t o  c r os s  ov er  t o  an  i s l and  wh e re  th e y 

co u l d  d eb a t e  t h e  i s s u e  in  p eace  and  o rd e r ed  t h e  f e r r ym an  n o t  t o  

l e t  I s i s  c r os s .   Th e  C om pan y d i d  th i s  an d  s a t  d ow n  to  ea t ,  b u t  

Is i s  d i s gu i s ed  h er se l f  a s  an  aged  w oman  an d  app r oach ed  t h e  

f e r r ym a n ,  N em t y,  b en t  ov e r  a s  t ho u gh  w i t h  a r t h r i t i s  and  w ea r in g  

a  r i n g  o f  go l d  up on  h e r  f i n ge r .   Sh e  r eq u es t ed  th a t  N emt y  f e r r y 

h e r  o v er  t o  t h e  i s l an d  us in g  th e  p l o y t h a t  sh e  h ad  s om e  fo o d  fo r  

a  ch i l d  w ho  h ad  been  l oo k in g  a f t e r  t he  ca t t l e  t h e r e  w ho  w as  

h u n gr y.   N emt y s a id  he  h ad  b een  to ld  n o t  t o  f e r r y an y w o m an  

ac r o ss  bu t  a l so  as ked  wh a t  s h e  wo u l d  g i v e  h i m i f  h e  b r oke  h i s  

w o r d .   A t  t h i s  Is i s  s a id  s he  wo u ld  g ive  h im  a  lo a f  o f  b r ead .  

N emt y w as  u n im p re s s ed  w i th  t h i s  s o  I s i s  p ro mis ed  h im  th e  go l d  

r i n g  w hi ch  he  t oo k  an d  su bs equ en t l y f e r r i ed  h e r  a c ro ss  t o  t h e  

i s l an d  (S imp so n  197 3 :  1 14 - 5 ;  Li ch th e im  1 97 6 :  2 17 ;  M o r gan  

2 0 05 :  3 07 ) .  

I s i s  t h en  chan ged  he r  app ea r an ce  on ce  aga i n  t o  t h a t  o f  a  

b eau t i f u l  yo u n g  w om an  and  w al k ed  n ea r  wh e r e  th e  god s  w e r e  

ea t i n g  l un ch  an d  Se t h  no t i c ed  h e r  and  w as  imm edi a t e l y a t t r a c t ed  

t o  h e r .   S o  h e  l e f t  t h e  p i cn i c  an d  app roach ed  Is i s .   I s i s  t h en  s pu n  
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h im  a  s to r y t h a t  she  w as  t h e  wi do w o f  a  h e r dsm an  wh o  had  o n l y 

o n e  so n  and  t ha t  wh en  h e r  hu sb an d  d i ed  an d  th e  so n  came  to  t en d  

t h e  ca t t l e  a  s t r an ger  t o l d  h im  t o  go  awa y b ecau s e  h e  w as  go i n g  t o  

t ak e  t h e  ca t t l e  o f  t h e  s on ’ s  f a t he r  an d  Is i s  r eq u es t ed  t h a t  S e th  

b ecom e h e r  so n’ s  p r o t ec to r .   S e th ,  f a l l i n g  i n to  t h e  t r ap ,  t h en  

s a id ,  “Sha l l  t he  ca t t l e  b e  g i ven  to  t he  f o r e i gner ,  wh i l e  t he  son  o f  

t h e  good  man  i s  a l i v e .”  (S im ps on  1 973 :  11 5 ;  Li ch t h e im  1 9 76 :  

2 1 7 ;  Mo r gan  20 05 :  3 0 8) .   

T h i s ,  o f  co ur s e ,  w as  j us t  wh a t  Is i s  w an t ed  to  h ea r  and  S e t h  h ad  

t o  admi t  t o  Re  wh a t  h e  h ad  sa id ,  t o  wh i ch  R e  s a id ,  “Y ou  h a ve  

b een  ju dg ed  b y  yo ur s e l f  a nd  t h e  Wh i t e  Cr own  s ha l l  b e  p la ced  

u p on  th e  h ead  o f  Ho ru s  an d  h e  sh a l l  be  pr o mot ed  to  t h e  p l a ce  o f  

h i s  f a the r  Os i r i s .”  

A l t ho u gh  S e th  w as  an no yed ,  t h e  Com pan y o f  H eav en  as k ed  h im  

w h y t h i s  w as ,  a s  a l l  t he y w e r e  do in g  w as  com pl yi n g  wi th  t h e  

w i s h es  o f  A tum  and  R e - H ar akh t i .   S o  t h ey gav e  t h e  W hi t e  Cr o wn  

t o  H or us ,  and  S e th  t h en  d em and ed  t h a t  i t  b e  r em ov ed  and  t h a t  

H o r us  sh ou ld  b e  cas t  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  wh e r e  h e  and  S e t h  cou ld  

f i gh t  o v e r  t h e  o f f i ce  o f  r u l e r .   R e - H arak h t i  ag r eed  t o  t h i s .  

S e t h  th en  s a id  to  Ho r us ,  “Le t  us  change  i n to  h ippopo tamuses  and  

l e t  u s  p l un g e  i n t o  th e  w a t er s  an d  w ho ever  em erg es  w i th in  th r ee  

months  th en  sha l l  t h i s  o f f i c e  no t  b e  g i ven .”   P r es um ab l y t h i s  w as  

m ean t  t o  im pl y t h a t  t h e  l o s e r  wo u l d  b e  th e  o n e  wh o  cou ld  n o t  

h o l d  h i s  b r ea t h  lo nges t  an d  had  to  emer ge  f r om th e  w a te r s  f i r s t .   

T h ey b o t h  p l un ged  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r  l eav in g  Is i s  w eep i n g  ce r t a i n  

t h a t  Se th  w o u ld  k i l l  Ho ru s  (S i mp so n  19 7 3 :  11 7 -8 ;  Li ch t he im  

1 9 76 :  2 18 ;  Mo r gan  2 0 05 :  3 09 ) .  

S o  Is i s  t o ok  a  qu an t i t y  o f  t win e  an d  mad e  a  ro p e  w hi ch  sh e  

a t t a ch ed  to  a  h a rp oo n  and  t h rew  i t  i n to  t h e  w a t e r .   H e r  a im  was  

o b v io us l y n o t  go od  a s  sh e  s ucceed ed  in  h i t t i n g  Ho r us ,  who  c r i ed  

o u t  i n  pa in  an d  as ked  h i s  mo th e r  t o  r eca l l  t h e  ha r po on  wh i ch  s h e  

d id .   Sh e  t r i ed  a  s eco nd  t i m e  and  th i s  t im e  h i t  S e t h ,  w ho  i n  h i s  

p a in  c r i ed  o u t  s ayi n g ,  “ Wh a t  h ave  I  do n e  ag a i ns t  t h ee ,  my  s i s t er  

I s i s?   R eca l l  t h i s  ha rp oo n  fo r  I  a m you r  br o t h er  on  t h e  s i d e  o f  

your  mother .”   At  th i s ,  I s i s  t o ok  p i t y  o n  S e th  an d  r eca l l ed  t h e  

h a r po on ,  wh e r eup on  Ho r us  in  t u r n  w as  an no yed  w i t h  h i s  m ot he r  

an d  t ak i n g  a  sw in g  a t  h e r  wi th  a  ch op pe r  i n  h i s  h an d  s t ru ck  o f f  

h e r  h ead  (S im ps on  1 9 73 :  1 18 ;  Li ch th e i m 19 76 :  2 19 ;  Mo rgan  

2 0 05 :  3 10 ) .   In  t h e  co u rs e  o f  t h i s  b a t t l e  H or us  a l s o  lo s t  an  e ye  

an d  Se th  h i s  t e s t i c l e s .   I s i s  mean whi l e  h ad  ch an ged  he r s e l f  i n to  a  

f l i n t  s t a tu e  wi th  n o  h ead  an d  R e - H arakh t i  a sk ed  Th o t h  who  t h i s  
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h ead l es s  f em al e  t h a t  h ad  app ea r ed  w as ,  an d  w h en  T ho t h  to ld  h im 

t h a t  i t  w as  Is i s  and  th a t  i t  w as  H o ru s  w h o  h ad  d ecap i t a t ed  h e r ,  

R e - H ar akh t i  t o l d  t he  Com p an y o f  H eaven  t h a t  t h e y m us t  i n f l i c t  a  

g r ea t  p un i s hm en t  up o n  Ho r us  f o r  t h i s  a c t .   T hu s ,  t h e  gods  

s ea r ch ed  f o r  Ho ru s  w h o  h ad  t ak en  r e fuge  i n  t h e  O as i s  co un t r y.   

H e  w as  f ou nd  t h e r e  b y H a th o r ,  w ho  b a t h ed  h i s  i n j u r ed  eye  wi th  

m i lk  f r om  a  gaz e l l e  and  t h en  s ou gh t  o u t  R e -H ar ak h t i  an d  to ld  

h im  th a t  s h e  h ad  fou n d  Ho r us  w ho  h ad  b een  i n ju r ed ,  t h a t  s h e  h ad  

r e s t o r ed  h i m and  he r e  he  w as  (S im pson  19 73 :  1 19 ;  Li ch th e im 

1 9 76 :  2 19 ;  Mo r gan  2 0 05 :  3 10 ) .  

A t  t h i s  t h e  Co mp any o f  H eav en  requ es t ed  t h a t  b o th  Ho ru s  and  

S e t h  b e  sum mo n ed  i n  o rd e r  t h a t  a  j ud gem ent  m ay b e  m ad e  

b e tw een  t h em  ( ye t  aga i n ) .   So ,  on ce  the y h ad  b een  s umm on ed  

R e - H ar akh t i  t o l d  t hem  to  ea t  and  d r in k  to ge th e r  an d  t o  b e  a t  

p eace  w i th  o n e  ano t h er  an d  ceas e  wr an g l in g  ev e r y d a y.   A t  t h i s  

S e t h  s a id  t o  Ho r us ,  “Let  us  pas s  a  happy  day  toge the r  i n  my  

house ,”  an d  H or us  ag r eed  t o  t h i s  (S i mp so n  19 73 :  11 9 -2 0 ;  

Li ch t h e i m 19 76 :  2 19 ;  Mo r gan  20 05 :  310 ) .  

T h e r e  t h en  co mes  an  un usu a l  p as s age  w h e r e  S e th  a t t em pted  t o  

b u gge r  Ho r us  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  m anaged  to  c a t ch  S e t h ’ s  s emen  i n  h i s  

h and s  and  h e  t ak e s  i t  t o  Is i s  t o  sh ow  he r  wh a t  S e t h  h as  

a t t empt ed .   I s i s  i s  s o  sh o ck ed  t h a t  s he  cu t s  o f f  H o ru s ’ s  han ds  

an d  ca s t s  t h em in t o  th e  w a te r  an d  f as h i on s  n ew  o n es  f o r  h i m.   

S h e  t h en  go t  H o rus  to  e j a cu la t e  i n t o  a  p o t  an d  t ak i n g  th e  

r e s u l t an t  s em en  s h e  a sk ed  a  ga rd en er  w h a t  h e r b  i t  w as  t ha t  S e th  

ea t s ,  t o  wh i ch  h e  rep l i ed  h e  ea t s  l e t t uce s ,  so  Is i s  s m ear ed  

H o r us ’s  s em en  ov er  t h e  l e t t u ces  and  Se t h  un kn ow in g l y a t e  i t  

( S i mps on  1 97 3 :  1 20 ;  Li ch th e im 19 76 :  2 20 ;  M o r gan  2 00 5 :  3 10 -

3 1 1) .   T h e  l e t t uce  i s  a s so c i a t ed  wi th  th e  i t h yp h a l l i c  god ,  M in ,  

an d  a s  su ch  m a y b e  r ega r d ed  as  an  aphr o d i s i a c  (S i mp so n  1 9 73 :  

1 2 0) .    

S e t h  and  H o ru s  t h en  cam e b e fo r e  t h e  t r i bu na l  on ce  aga i n ,  and  

S e t h  to l d  th em  t h a t  h e  h ad  b u gge r ed  Ho r us  as  o ne  d o es  t o  a  

d e f ea t ed  fo e .   T h i s  c au s ed  mu ch  mer r im en t  amo n gs t  t h e  

C om pan y o f  H eav en  an d  th e y b egan  t o  t e as e  H or us ,  bu t  he  to l d  

t h em th a t  S e t h  w as  l yi n g  and  t h ey w o u l d  s ee  fo r  t h ems e l ve s  i f  

t h ey r eq u es t ed  t h a t  t h e  s em en  o f  S e t h  b e  s umm on ed  and  th a t  t h ey 

a l so  s umm on e d  h i s  o w n  (S i mp so n  19 73 :  1 21 ;  Li ch th e i m 19 7 6 :  

2 2 0 ;  Mo r gan  20 05 :  3 1 1) .  

T h oth  p l aced  h i s  han d  u po n  Ho r us ’ s  a rm  an d  ca l l ed  f o r  S e t h ’ s  

s emen  to  com e  fo rw a r d  w h er eup on  i t  an s wer ed  h im  f r om th e  
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w at e r .   H e  th en  p l aced  h i s  h an d  on  t h e  a rm  o f  S e t h  an d  r eq u es t ed  

t h a t  H o rus ’ s  s em en  com es  fo r w a rd .   I t  ans w er ed  b y s a yi n g ,         

“where  wou ld  you  l i k e  me  to  come  fo rward  f rom?”  and  Th o t h  

i n i t i a l l y  r eq u es t ed  f r om  S e t h ’s  e a r  b u t  t h e  s em e n  d ec l i ne d  t o  do  

t h i s  s o  T ho t h  r equ es t ed  th a t  i t  em er ged  f rom  S e t h ’s  f o rehead  

w h ich  i t  d i d  a s  a  d i s k  o f  go ld ,  wh ich  Th o t h  p l aced  u po n  h i s  ow n  

h ead  a s  an  o r n am en t  (S im ps on  1 97 3 :  12 1 ;  Li ch t h e im  1 97 6 :  2 20 ;  

M o r gan  20 05 :  3 11 -3 1 2) .   T h i s  b ecame th e  d i sk  o f  t he  m oo n  s een  

o n  T ho t h ’s  h ead  and ,  a ccor d i n g  t o  T e  V e ld e  (1 96 7 :  44 ) ,  m a y b e  

eq u a t ed  t o  t h e  e ye  o f  Ho ru s .  

T h en  t h e  C om p an y o f  Heav en  w e r e  p e r s u ad ed  th a t  S e th  h ad  been  

l yi n g  and  h e ,  on ce  aga i n  in  an ge r ,  s t a t ed  t h a t  H or us  s ho u ld  no t  

r e ce iv e  th e  o f f i c e  an d  th a t  t h e  t w o  o f  t h em sh ou l d  f a sh i on  t wo  

s h i ps  o f  s t on e  and  th a t  t h ey s h o u l d  sa i l  t hem and  th a t  who ev e r  

w i ns  sh ou ld  b e  g i ven  t h e  t h ro n e .   Ho ru s  w en t  aw ay an d  bu i l t  a  

s h i p  f ro m ced a r  w oo d  th a t  h e  d i s gu i s ed  t o  app ea r  a s  s to ne  w hi l s t  

S e t h  w en t  t o  a  m oun t a in  t op  an d  f as h io n ed  a  sh ip  o f  s t one  w hi ch ,  

o f  co u rs e ,  s ank  w hi l s t  t h a t  o f  Ho ru s  f l o a t ed .   S e th  t h en  ch an ged  

h im se l f  i n t o  a  h i ppo p o t amu s  and  s ank  H o r us ’ s  s h ip  an d  the y 

b egan  t o  f i gh t  o n ce  aga i n  bu t  t h i s  t i m e  th e  Co mp an y o f  Heav en  

t o l d  t h em  to  s to p  (S i mp so n  19 73 :  1 21 ;  Li ch t h e im  1 97 6 :  2 2 1 ;  

M o r gan  20 05 :  3 12 ) .  

S o  Ho r us  w en t  t o  see  N e i t h  and  as k ed  f o r  j u d gement  t o  be  g i v en ,  

s t a t i n g  th a t  t h ey h ad  been  in  con t en t ion  fo r  e i gh t y yea r s  an d  th a t  

S e t h  k ep t  i gn o r in g  w h a t  t h e  C om pan y o f  Heav en  s a i d  and  th a t  

h e ,  H or us ,  h ad  o n  a  n umb e r  o f  o cca s i on s  b een  d ec l a r ed  t he  

r i gh t f u l  h e i r  t o  h i s  f a th e r .   So  T ho th  sa i d  t o  R e - H ar ak h t i ,  “S end  

a  l e t t e r  t o  Os i r i s  t ha t  h e  may  pronounce  j udgemen t .”   Th i s  t he y 

ag r eed  t o  do  an d  Th o t h  p en n ed  th e  l e t t e r  r equ es t i n g  th a t  O s i r i s  

w r i t e  t o  t hem s ayi n g  w h a t  t h e y s h o u ld  d o  to  Ho ru s  and  S e t h  

( S i mps on  1 97 3 :  1 23 ;  Li ch th e im 19 76 :  2 21 ;  M o r gan  2 00 5 :  3 13 ) .  

O s i r i s ,  a s  o n e  wo u ld  i mag i n e ,  r ep l i ed  q u i ck l y,  s u pp o r t i n g  H o rus  

an d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  w as  h e  h i ms e l f  w ho  m ad e  th e  god s  s t ron g  and  

s up p l i ed  th em  wi t h  th e i r  b a r l e y an d  sp e l t  wh i ch  no u r i s h ed  t h em.   

S o  t h e  Com p an y o f  H eaven  w en t  t o  t he  ‘ Is l an d - in - t h e - Mid s t ’  and  

H o r us  w as  dec l a r ed  in  t he  r i gh t  o v e r  Se t h  and  A tum  r eq ues t ed  

t h a t  Se th  b e  b ro u gh t  b e fo r e  t h em as  a  p r i s on e r  wh i ch  Is i s  d i d .   

A t um a sk ed  S e t h  wh y h e  h ad  n o t  a l l ow ed  ju d gement  t o  be  m ad e  

aga i ns t  h im  an d  why h e  h ad  t ak en  fo r  h im se l f  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  

H o r us?    S e th ,  i n  an  am az i n g  ab ou t  f ace ,  r ep l i ed  to  t h i s  s a yi n g  

t h a t  i t  w as  no t  t ru e ,  an d  th a t  Ho ru s  sho u l d  b e  sum mo n ed  s o  th a t  

h e  co u l d  be  g iv en  th e  o f f i c e  o f  h i s  f a th e r  O s i r i s .   Th i s  was  d on e  
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an d  th e  Whi t e  C row n  w as  s e t  up on  t he  h ead  o f  H o rus  and  he  w as  

t o l d  t h a t  h e  w as  t he  k i n g  o f  E g yp t  and  t h e  go od  l o r d  o f  ev e r y 

l and  f o r  i n f i n i t y .   P t ah  th en  as k ed  w ha t  t h e y s h ou ld  d o  wi th  S e th  

an d  Re - H ar ak h t i  s a i d  t h a t  S e t h  s ho u l d  b e  g iv en  t o  h im  s o  t h a t  h e  

co u l d  l i v e  w i th  h im a s  h i s  s on  an d  h e  w o u l d  be  t h e  t hu nde r  i n  

t h e  sk y an d  th a t  m en  wo u l d  f ea r  h im  (S i mp so n  19 73 :  1 23 - 5 ;  

Li ch t h e i m 19 76 :  2 22 ;  Mo r gan  20 05 :  313 - 31 4 ) .   

Wh a t  w as  th e  s i gn i f i c an ce  o f  t h i s  m yt h?   G a rd in e r  t h ou gh t  t h e  

m yt h ’ s  f un c t io n  w as  p r im a r i l y  t o  l i f t  an d  d i v e r t  t h e  sp i r i t s  o f  i t s  

f i r s t  au d i en ces  t h rou gh  hum ou r  ( O d en  1 9 79 :  3 59 ) .   G r i f f i t h s  a l s o  

t ak es  t h i s  v i ew ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  “ i t s  a im  i s  m e r e l y t o  d i v e r t ”  

( G r i f f i t h s  19 70 :  199 ) ,  c e r t a i n l y t h e  god s  a r e  n o t  po r t r a ye d  i n  an y 

g r e a t  l i gh t  b e in g  inc l i n ed  t o  p e t t y  s q uab b l es  an d  b an d yi n g  

i ns u l t s  a ro un d  l i ke  ch i ld r en  i n  t h e  p l ayg r o u n d ,  b u t  p e rh ap s  th i s  

m ad e  t h e  m yt h  and  i t s  ch a rac t e r s  mo r e  u nd e rs t and ab l e  t o  a  

gen e r a l  aud i en ce  i n  a  s imi l a r  w a y t o  t he  M ed i ev a l  P ass io n  P l ays .  

F r an k fo r t  (1 94 8 :  22 )  d e s c r ib es  S e t h  an d  H o rus  as  t he  an t ago n i s t s  

p e r  s e  –  t h e  m yt h o lo g i ca l  s ym b ol s  f o r  a l l  co n f l i c t .   S t r i f e  i s  an  

e l em en t  i n  t h e  un i ve r s e  t h a t  c an no t  be  i gn o red  and  t h e  Anc i en t  

E g yp t i ans  h ad  a  t end en cy t o  un de r s t and  t h e  wo r ld  in  d u a l i s t i c  

t e rm s  a s  a  s e r i es  o f  p a i r s  o f  co n t r as t s  ( T e  Ve ld e  1 96 7 :  75 ) .   In  

t h e  m yt h  S e th  i s  s ub d ued  b y H o r u s  bu t  n ev e r  d es t ro yed ,  bo th  a r e  

w o un d ed  in  t h e  s t ru gg l e ,  H o ru s  i n  h i s  e ye  an d  S e th  i n  h i s  

t e s t i c l e s ,  b u t  i n  t he  end  t h e r e  i s  r e co nc i l i a t i on  an d  t h e  h a r m on y 

o f  t he  un i v er s e  i s  e s t ab l i s hed .  Wh e th er  t o  t h e  E g yp t i ans  o f  t he  

R am ess i d e  age  t h i s  m yt h  w as  r ega r ded  a s  h av in g  an  h i s t o r i c a l  

b a s i s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t he  p r ed yn as t i c  con f l i c t s  o r  w as  j us t  r ega r d ed  as  

an  en jo yab l e  b awdy t a l e  wh e r e  t h e  god s  cou ld  b e  p e r ce ived  as  

h av i n g  s om e o f  m a n ’ s  f o ib l es  w e  u nf o r t un a t e l y w i l l  n ev er  kn o w.    

9 . 13  S eth  in  th e  Bo ok  o f  th e  D ead  

T h e  co l l e c t io n  o f  sp e l l s  t h a t  b ecam e th e  Boo k  o f  t h e  D ead  began  

t o  t ak e  sh ap e  no t  l o n g  be f o re  t h e  beg in n i n g  o f  t h e  New  Ki n gdo m 

( K emp  2 00 7 :  5 ) .   M an y o f  t h e  s p e l l s  w e r e  b a s ed  o n  ea r l i e r  

v e r s io ns  t h e  occu r red  i n  bo t h  th e  Co f f i n  T ex t s  and  t h e  P yr ami d  

T ex t s  and  th e  wh o le  o f  t h e  Bo ok  o f  t he  D ead  w as  d es i gned  t o  

p r ep ar e  fo r  l i f e  a f t e r  d ea th  an d  t o  h e lp  t h e  sp i r i t u a l  p a r t s  o f  t he  

b o d y o n  t h e i r  j o u r ne y t o  t h e  un d e rw o r ld ,  w h er e  t h ey w o u ld  ho pe  

t o  r es id e  in  t h e  E gyp t i an  v e r s i on  o f  Pa r ad i s e .   Th e y w o u l d  b e  

w r i t t en  on  a  ro l l  o f  p ap yr u s  and  p l aced  wi t h i n  t h e  co f f in ,  h en ce  

t h e  m od e r n  n am e o f  Bo ok  o f  t h e  D ead  ( F i gu re  1 9 ) .   Th e  E g yp t i an  

n am e w as  ‘ G oin g  Fo r th  b y D a y’  an d  r e f l e c t ed  t h e i r  d es i r e  t o  
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r e tu r n  f ro m wh e r eve r  t h e  h e rea f t e r  w as  l o ca t ed ,  t o  v i s i t  f ami l i a r  

p l ace s  t h a t  t h ey h ad  kn ow n wh i l s t  a l i v e .  

Fo r  t h e  sp e l l s  t o  wo r k  e f f ec t i v e l y s p ec i a l  co nd i t i on s  had  to  b e  

o bs e r v ed .   A s  a  cons equ en ce  o f t en  th e  s p e l l s  w e r e  acco mpan i ed  

b y i n s t ru c t io ns  s p ec i f yi n g  s u ch  t h i n gs  a s  t h e  t im e  an d  p l ace  

w h e r e  th e  sp e l l  sh ou ld  b e  rec i t ed ,  wh e t h er  c e r t a i n  ob j ec t s  n eed ed  

t o  b e  p re s en t ,  and  th e  m at e r i a l  t h a t  t h es e  n eeded  to  b e  m ad e  o f  

( T a yl o r  2 01 0 a :  3 1 -3 2 ) .  

T h e r e  a r e  app rox i ma t e l y 1 9 2  nu mb er ed  sp e l l s  an d  Al l en  (1 9 74 :  

2 )  h a s  es t im at ed  tha t  a l l  b u t  79  ( i . e .  j u s t  u nd e r  s ix t y p e r cen t )  o f  

t h em can  b e  t r a ced  b ack  to  t h e  Co f f i n  T ex t s .   No t  a l l  sp e l l s  a r e  

f o un d  in  a l l  v e r s i on s  o f  t h e  Bo ok  o f  t h e  D ead  and  t he  exam pl es  

q u o t ed  com e  f r om  t r an s l a t i on s  b y Fau l k n e r  ( 19 72 )  and  A l l en  

( 1 97 4 ) .   S e t h  i s  m en t i on ed  i n  51  o f  t he  sp e l l s  (2 6 . 6%  o f  t o t a l ) ;  

o n ce  aga in  h e  i s  d ep i c t ed  i n  n ega t iv e  (2 6 ) ,  p os i t i v e  (1 3 )  an d  

n eu t r a l  ( 1 2 )  ro l e s .  Fu l l  t r an s l a t i on s  o f  t h e se  s p e l l s  men t io n i n g  

S e t h  a r e  g i v en  in  sec t i on  1 7  A pp end ix  3 .  

9 . 13 .1  Th e  n ega t i ve  sp e l l s  ( 26  in  numb er ,  1 .4%  of  to ta l  t ex t s )  

M an y o f  t h e s e  a r e  co n cer n ed  wi t h  t h e  h a rm  t h a t  Se th  d id  t o  

O si r i s  and  Ho ru s ’ s  s ub s eq u en t  r ev en ge ,  i n c lu d i n g  re f e r ence  to  

t h e  d am age  d on e  to  S e th ’ s  t e s t i c l e s  and  Ho r us ’ s  eye  ( s p e l l s  9 ,  

1 9 ,  20 ,  23 ,  28 ,  65 ,  7 8 ,  80 ,  83 ,  86 ,  90 ,  9 9 ,  11 2 ,  1 34 ,  13 7a ,  1 37 b ,  

an d  17 3 ) .   S p e l l  1 12  i s  o f  i n t e r es t  a s  i t  i s  i d en t i c a l  t o  Cof f in  

T ex t  1 57  wh e r e  R e  l i k en s  th e  d am age  d o ne  t o  Ho r us ’ s  eye  to  a  

b l ack  p i g .   Sp e l l  60  r e fe r s  t o  t h e  b a t t l e  b e t w een  H o ru s  and  S e t h :  

‘ t h i s  day  when  t he  Two  Lands  raged . ’    

S p e l l  1 75  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  S e th  (h i s  s ou l  i n  t h e  sp e l l )  

c au s es  ev en  wh en  he  i s  i n  t h e  s o l a r  b a rq u e  and  h a s  t h e  d ecea s ed  

a s k i n g  A tum  wh et he r  S e t h ’ s  s ou l  h a s  b een  s en t  t o  t h e  w es t ,  t o  

w h ich  At um  rep l i e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  pu t  S e th ’ s  so u l  un d e r  gu a rd  s o  

t h a t  O s i r i s  s ho u l d  n o t  f e a r .  

S p e l l s  20  and  1 89  re f e r  t o  t h e  con f ed er ac y o f  Se th  an d  i t s  

s ub s eq u en t  d e f ea t .  
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F i gu r e  1 9 :  Bo ok  o f  t h e  D ead  o f  An i  Sp e l l  nu mb e r  18 .  ( Br i t i s h  

M us eum  N o  18 88 - 05 1 5- 1 . 23 ) .  C op yr i gh t :  B r i t i sh  M us eum.  
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9 . 13 .2  Th e  p os i t ive  sp e l l s  ( 13  in  numb er ,  0 .7%  of  to ta l  t ex t s )  

W e h av e  s een  i n  t he  abo v e  sec t io n  th a t  f e a r  o f  S e th ’ s  pow er  an d  

m i gh t  l ed  to  h im b e i n g  p o r t r ayed  i n  a  n ega t i v e  mann e r ,  t h e s e  

s ame  q u a l i t i e s  co u ld  a l so  b e  app l i ed  to  i d en t i f yi n g  h im in  a  

p os i t i v e  m ann e r .   Th us ,  sp e l l s  3 2 ,  3 9 ,  5 0 ,  54 ,  62 ,  10 8  an d  1 11  

a r e  a l l  co n ce rn ed  wi th  th e  p ow er  o f  S e t h  us ed  t o  b en e f i t  t h e  

d eceas ed .   Sp e l l s  39 ,  1 08  and  1 11  a r e  t o  do  wi t h  S e t h  d e fea t i n g  

A p op h i s  an d  o t h er  s n ak es  t h a t  t h r ea t en  t h e  s ac r ed  ba r qu e  o f  Re  

d u r i n g  i t s  j ou r n ey t h r ou gh  t h e  ho ur s  o f  d a rk ness  ( s ee  f i gu r e s  20  

an d  21 ) .   Sp e l l  14 0  h as  S e t h  wi t h  o t h er  go ds  an d  go dd es se s  

r e jo i c in g  in  t he  d e fea t  o f  A po ph i s .   S pe l l  8  h a s  S e th  amo ng  t h e  

go d s  in  H e l io po l i s  an d  sp e l l  38 A  a s s oc i a t e s  S e t h  wi th  H or u s  and  

r e f e r s  t o  t h em  as  ‘ t h e  T w o Lo r d s ’ .  Sp e l l  15 3A  i s  s imi l a r  t o  

C o f f in  t ex t  76 9  an d  i s  co n ce r n ed  w i th  a s cend i n g  a  l add e r  t o  

h eav en  w i th  b o t h  Ho r us  an d  S e t h  a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h i s  p ro ces s .  

9 . 13 .3  Th e  n eu t ra l  sp e l l s  ( 12  in  nu mb er ,  0 .6%  of  t o t a l  t ex ts )  

T h es e  a r e  s p e l l s  whe r e  S e t h  i s  r e f e r red  to  i n  an  o b l iq ue  man n e r ,  

e . g .  t h e  decea sed ’s  b ack  i s  i d en t i f i ed  w i t h  S e th  ( sp e l l  42 ) ,  t he  

m ess en ge r  o f  t h e  ea r th - go d  ( p r e su mab l y O s i r i s )  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  

w i t h  S e th  ( sp e l l  94 ) .   Th e  d eceas ed  r e j ec t s  f a eces  and  u r in e  ( i . e .  

h e  d o es  n o t  w i sh  t o  b e  tu r ned  up s i d e  do w n and  m ad e  t o  ea t  t h e s e  

ab omi n ab l e  t h i n gs )  i n  t he  s ame  w ay t ha t  S e th  r e j e c t s  t h em  ( s pe l l  

1 7 8) .   T w o  fu r th e r  s p e l l s  ( 18 2  and  1 83)  r e f e r  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

r i va l  go ds  ( i . e .  Ho ru s  and  S e t h )  h av e  been  p ac i f i ed  and  n ow  

f r a t e r n i s e  wi t h  each  o th e r .  
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F i gu r e  2 0 :  Se th  d e fea t i n g  Ap op h i s  ( f r om  S ch w eiz e r  20 10 :  1 4 2) .  

  



108 
 

 

F i gu r e  2 1 :  S t e l e  o f  T aq ayn a  f r o m 19
t h

 D yn as t y s h ow in g  Se t h  

s p ea r in g  A po ph i s .  C op yr i gh t :  R i jk smus eum  v an  Ou dh ed en ,  

In v en t o r y N o  AP 60 .    

javascript:window.close()
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9 . 14  Su mma ry  

In  s p i t e  o f  t h e  s c a rc i t y  o f  ev id en ce  dur i n g  s om e o t he r  p e r i od s  i t  

i s  f a i r  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  p e r io d  p ro b ab l y s h o ws  S e t h  a t  

h i s  m os t  p op u l a r .  A s  th e  R am ess i d e  ph a r aoh s  o r i g i n a t ed  f r om  t h e  

D e l t a ,  t h ey w o r s h ip p ed  S e t h  a s  t h e i r  f ami l y go d ,  and  b ecau s e  o f  

t h i s  t h ey w e r e  p r epa r ed  to  h on ou r  h im n o t  on l y i n  t h i s  r eg i o n  bu t  

t h ro u gho u t  E g yp t .   T h ey ad m i r ed  h i s  s t r en g t h  and  w i s h ed  to  b e  

l i k en ed  to  h i m wh en  t h ey w e r e  ca l l ed  u p on  to  l e ad  t h e i r  a r mi e s  

aga i ns t  f o r e i gn  i nvad e r s ,  a l t h ou gh  co nv e r s e l y a t  t h e  s am e t im e  

t h ey co u ld  r eco gn i se  Se th  as  b e i n g  th e  go d  w i th in  th e  E gyp t i an  

p an t h eo n  t h a t  r ep res en t ed  t h es e  f o re i gn e r s !   T h i s  ap p ar en t  

co n f l i c t  i n  S e th ’ s  po s i t i o n  can  a l so  b e  r eco gn i s ed  i n  t h e  fac t  

t h a t ,  wh i l s t  t h e  C hes t e r  Bea t t y p ap yr u s  wh i ch  d es c r i b es  t h e  

co n f l i c t  b e tw een  Ho r us  an d  S e t h  d a t es  t o  t h i s  p e r i od ,  and  w hi l s t  

S e t h  i s  f r equ en t l y d e s c r ib ed  i n  a  n ega t iv e  s en s e  wi t h i n  th e  Boo k  

o f  t he  D ead  sp e l l s ,  h e  co u l d  a l so  b e  d es c r i b ed  wi t h in  t h ese  s am e 

s p e l l s  a s  a  p os i t i v e  f o r ce  e . g .  wh en  h e  i s  d e f en d i n g  R e ’s  s o l a r  

b a r qu e  aga i ns t  t h e  s n ak e  A po ph i s .  Th i s  m o re  p os i t i v e  s ide  to  t h e  

go d ’ s  ch ar ac t e r  w as  a l so  r e f l e c t ed  in  h i s  n am e  b e i n g  

i n co rp o r a t ed  n o t  o n l y w i th  th os e  o f  t h e  p ha r aoh s  bu t  a l s o  w i t h  

t ho s e  o f  t h e  gen e r a l  p op u l ace ,  i nd i ca t in g  th a t  n o t  o n l y w as  h e  a  

s t a t e - god  b u t  t h a t  peo p l e  a l s o  wo r sh i pp ed  h im  as  a  l o ca l  o r  

p e r so n a l  go d .    
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1 0 .  T HE T HI R D IN TE R ME DI ATE  PE RI OD  1 06 9 -6 56  B .C .E .  

1 0 .1  In t rod uc t i on  

A s  m en t io n ed  a t  t he  end  o f  t h e  p r ev iou s  c h ap te r ,  t h e  s t e ad i l y 

i n c r ea s in g  po w er  o f  t h e  p r i es th oo d  o f  A m un  a t  Th eb es  h ad  

cu lmi n a t ed  wi t h  H er i ho r  r u l i n g  a lo n gs id e  R am ess es  X I  f o r  so m e 

s ix  yea r s .   Fo l lo win g  b o th  h i s  d ea t h  an d  th a t  o f  R am es s es ,  a  

co n t i nu ed  s t a t e  o f  co - r u l e r sh ip  ap pea rs  t o  h av e  ex i s t ed ,  w i t h  t h e  

H i gh  P r i es t s  r u l i n g  th e  s ou t h e rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  cou n t r y f r o m  T h eb es  

an d  D yn as t y 2 1 ,  b as ed  a t  Tan i s ,  r u l in g  th e  n o r th e rn  p a r t .   

O u t s i d e  i n f l uen ces  b ecam e  m or e  ev id en t  r es u l t i n g  in  b o th  Li b yan  

( 2 2
n d

/ 2 3
r d

)  an d  Nu b i an  (2 5
t h

)  ru l i n g  Dyn as t i es  an d  ev en t ua l l y  

co nq u es t  b y t h e  A ss yr i an s ,  wh o  es t ab l i sh ed  v ass a l  k in gs .   S e th  

d u r i n g  th i s  p e r i od  h a s  f ew men t i o ns  bu t  t h os e  on  t h e  D ak h l eh  

s t e l a e  es t ab l i s h  t h a t  h i s  w o rsh ip  w as  im po r t an t  a t  t h i s  o as i s ,  and  

t h e  i n s c r i p t i on  o n  th e  S hab ak a  S t on e  g i v es  an o th e r  t ak e  on  t h e  

d i s pu te  b e tw een  Hor u s  and  S e th .  

1 0 .2  Th e  High  Pr ie s t s  

H er ih o r  w as  su cceed ed  b y h i s  s on - i n - l aw ,  P i an kh ,  f o r  a  sh o r t  

t im e ,  s ub seq uen t l y t o  t h i s ,  Pi n ed j em,  P i ank h ’s  so n ,  b ecam e  H i gh  

P r i e s t .   U n l i k e  h i s  p r ed ecess o rs ,  h e  d id  no t  g iv e  h i ms e l f  r egn a l  

yea r s  b u t  u s ed  th ose  o f  S m en des  I  w h o  w as  ru l in g  in  t he  D e l t a  

( C l a yt o n  19 9 4 :  17 6) .   P in ed j em  app ea rs  t o  h av e  ex e r t ed  co n t r o l  

o v e r  an  a r ea  ex t en d i n g  f r om  A s wan  in  t h e  so u th  t o  e l - Hi ba ,  j u s t  

s ou th  o f  t h e  Fa i yu m .   He  cem en t ed  r e l a t i o ns h ip s  wi th  t he  r u l e r s  

i n  T an i s  b y m ar r i age ,  t ak in g  f o r  h i s  w i f e  on e  H enu t t aw y,  a  

d au gh t e r  o f  R amesse s  X I ,  b y w h o m h e  h ad  s ev e r a l  s ons  and  

d au gh t e r s .   On e  son  becam e  Ps us enn es  I ,  t he  t h i rd  k in g  in  t h e  

2 1
s t

 D yn as t y a t  Tan i s ,  w h i l s t  t wo  o th e r  so ns ,  M as ah e r t a  an d  

M enk h ep e r r e ,  b ecam e  h i s  n ex t  t w o  succe s so rs  as  H i gh  P r i e s t s  a t  

T h eb es  (C la yt o n  1 99 4 :  1 77 ) .   T h es e  in  t u r n  w e re  s u cceeded  b y 

Sm end es  I I ,  t h e  s on  o f  M enk h ep e r re  an d  P in ed j em  I I ,  an o th e r  

s on  o f  M enk hep e r re ,  t h i s  t i m e  b y h i s  w i f e ,  I s i em kh eb ,  t he  s i s t e r  

o f  Ps us enn es  I .  

1 0 .3  Th e  Tw en ty - f i r s t  Dyn as ty  

Fo l l ow in g  th e  d ea th  o f  R am ess es  X I ,  Sm end es  p r o c l a i med  

h im se l f  k in g .   H i s  o r i g i ns  a re  o bs cu re  b u t  h e  app ea rs  t o  h av e  

cem en t ed  h i s  c l a im  to  t he  t h ro ne  b y m ar r yi n g  o n e  o f  t h e  

d au gh t e r s  o f  R am ess e s  X I ,  n am ed  T en tam un  ( D od so n  and  H i l to n  

2 0 04 :  1 94 ) .   Sm en des  m ov ed  t h e  cap i t a l  f r om  P i -R am es s e  to  

T an i s  and  th e  l i nk s  b e t w een  T h eb es  and  Tan i s  w e r e  fu r t h e r  
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s t ren g th ened  b y t h e  b u i l d in g  o f  a  t em pl e  a t  T an i s  d ed i ca t ed  t o  

t h e  Th eb an  t r i o  o f  A m un ,  M ut  an d  Kho ns u  ( T ayl o r  20 00 :  3 33 ) .   

Wi t h i n  th e  p r ec in c t s  o f  t h i s  t em pl e  w er e  f ou nd  th e  b u r i a l  

ch amb e rs  o f  t h e  2 1
s t

 D yn as t y k i n gs  ( Haw ass  an d  J an o t  200 8 :  8 0 )  

i n c lu d i n g  t he  t om bs  o f  Ps us enn es  I ,  h i s  wi f e ,  M utn od jm et  and  

h i s  s on  an d  s u ccesso r ,  Am en emo p e .    

Fo l l ow in g  th e  d ea th  o f  Am en em op e  t he r e  ap p ea rs  t o  h av e  b een  a  

r u l e r  n am ed  A ak h ep e r r e  Se t ep en r e ,  u su a l l y  r e f e r r ed  t o  as  

O s or ko n  th e  E ld e r ,  w h o  r e i gn ed  fo r  a pp r ox im at e l y 6  yea r s .  H e ,  

i n  t u rn ,  w as  s u cceed ed  b y S i amu n ,  w ho  r e i gn ed  fo r  a lmo s t  2 0  

yea r s .   H e  bu i l t  ex t en s i ve l y a t  T an i s ,  w h e r e  h e  en l a r ged  th e  

t em pl e  o f  Am un  ( Ta yl o r  2 00 0 :  33 3 ) .   T h e  d yn as t y en d ed  w i t h  th e  

r e i gn  o f  P su s en n es  I I ,  ab o u t  wh i ch  l i t t l e  i s  k no w n.   Hi s  

s u ccess o r ,  Sh esh onq  I ,  l eg i t i mi s ed  h i s  c l a im  b y m ar r yi n g  

M aat k a r e ,  P s us en nes ’  d au gh t e r  an d  was  t he  fo un d e r  o f  t h e  2 2
n d

 

D yn as t y.  

T h e  p r i es t s  and  p r i e s t e s s e s  o f  Amu n  wer e  bu r i ed ,  l i k e  t h e  

p h a r ao hs ,  on  th e  Wes t  Bank  a t  Th eb es .  In  1 8 91  Gr eb au t  an d  

D a r e s s y ( D a r e s s y 1 9 0 0 :  14 1 -1 48 ;  P or t e r  and  M oss  1 96 4 :  6 3 5)  

d i s cov e r ed  a  c ach e  o f  co f f i ns  b e l on g i ng  t o  t h es e  b u r i a l s  a t  De i r -

e l - Bahr i .   Am on gs t  t h e se  co f f i ns  w as  o n e  a t t r i b u t ed  t o  Ho r i :   

      

w h o  w as  d e sc r ib ed  a s  b e i n g :  “A  Prophe t  o f  S e th  S ep e r -m er y . ”  A t  

f i r s t  s i gh t  i t  ap pea rs  s u rp r i s in g  th a t  t h i s  m an ’s  co f f in  s hou ld  b e  

i n c lu d ed  wi t h  t ho s e  o f  t h e  p r i es t s  an d  p r i e s t e s s es  o f  A mun ,  b u t  i t  

co u l d  w e l l  i nd i ca t e  t h a t  d u r i n g  th i s  p e r i od  S e th  w as  ce r t a i n l y n o t  

h e ld  in  co n t em pt .  C e r t a i n l y ,  a  p r i es t ho o d  ded i ca t ed  t o  Se t h  w as  

ac t i v e  a t  t h e  D ak h leh  O as i s  a t  t h i s  t i me  and  co n t i nu ed  i n  

ex i s t en ce  un t i l  t h e  2
n d

 cen t u r y C .  E .  ( K ap e r  19 62 :  63 ) .   A  s t a t u e  

d ed i ca t ed  b y t h e  High  P r i es t  o f  S e th ,  Pen b as t ,  w as  fo un d  in  t h e  

t em pl e  o f  D e i r  e l -Hagga r  d u r i n g  re s t o ra t i on  wo r k  be tw een  1 99 2  

an d  19 95  (K ap e r  199 7 :  2 31 - 24 1) .  I t  h as  b een  d a t ed  t o  t h e  T h i r d  

In t e r m ed i a t e  P e r iod .  

1 0 .4  Th e  Tw en ty - secon d  Dyn as t y  

T h e  22
n d

 D yn as t y i s  u su a l l y  r e f e r r ed  to  as  t h e  Li b yan  o r  

Bu b as t i t e  D yn as t y .  M an e t h o  l i s t s  t h e  k in gs  as  a l l  b e i n g  f r o m 

Bu b as t i s  i n  t h e  ea s t e rn  D e l t a  ( M an e t ho  20 04 :  1 59 ) .   Sh esh o nq  I  

w as  in i t i a l l y  t h e  com mand e r - i n -ch i e f  o f  t h e  a rm y an d  h ad  t h e  

t i t l e :  ‘Grea t  Ch i e f  o f  t h e  M es hw esh ’ .   T he  M es hw es h  w e re  a  
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p o l i c e  fo r ce  o r i g ina l l y  r e c r u i t ed  f r om amo n gs t  t h e  Li b ya n  t r i b es  

( T a yl o r  2 00 0 :  3 34 ) .   Sh es ho nq  w as  ab l e  t o  b r in g  t h e  d i v id ed  

f ac t i on s  a t  T h eb es  an d  T an i s  o nce  m ore  in t o  a  u n i t ed  E g yp t .   H e  

d id  t h i s  b y ap p o i n t i n g  h i s  so ns  t o  c e r t a i n  k ey p o s i t i o ns ,  fo r  

ex ampl e  o n e  so n ,  Iu p u t ,  was  bo th  ‘ G ov e r no r  o f  U pp e r  E gyp t ’  an d  

‘ H i gh  P r i e s t  o f  Amu n ’  and  a l s o  th e  ch i e f  o f  t h e  a rm i es  (D o ds on  

& H i l t on  2 00 4 :  2 19) ;  ano th e r ,  Dj ed p t ah au f an kh ,  w as  ‘ T hi r d  

P ro ph e t  o f  Amu n ’ ,  an d  a  t h i rd ,  Nim lo t ,  a c t ed  as  t he  m i l i t a r y 

co mm an d e r  a t  H e r ak l eo po l i s  ( D od so n  &  H i l t on  2 00 4 :  2 21) .   

Fr o m th e  po in t  o f  v i ew o f  S e th ’ s  ro l e  a t  t h i s  t i me  h i s  r e ign  i s  

i mp or t an t  a s  t h e  Dak h l eh  S te l a  m a y b e  d a t ed  t o  i t .   T h i s  s t e l a  i s  

o n e  o f  tw o  f ou nd  a t  D akh l eh  and  p r es en t ed  to  t h e  As hm olean  

M us eum ,  Ox f or d  by  S i r  H en r y L yo n s  ( Br ea s t ed  19 06  (4 ) :  3 59 -

3 6 1 ;  G a rd in e r  19 33 :  1 9 ;  K ap er  2 00 1 :  71 ;  W hi t eho us e  20 02 :  2 -3 ) .   

T h e  s t e l a  r e co rd s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  o f  a  g r o up  s en t  b y S hes ho nq  

t o  D ak h l eh  O as i s  t o  ‘ r e s to r e  order  and  cen t ra l  governmen t  

co n t ro l  o f  t h e  oa s i s  a f t e r  a  per iod  o f  war  and  tu rmoi l ’  (T ee t e r  &  

J oh ns on  2 00 9 :  8 8 ) .   Th e  g r o up  o f  o f f i c i a l s  su r ve yed  a l l  o f  t h e  

w a t e r  so ur ce s  i n  t he  o as i s  i n  o r de r  t o  d e t e r min e  whi ch  b e l on ged  

t o  t h e  ph a r aoh  and  w h ich  to  i n d i v i du a l s .   Th ey d e t e r min ed  t h a t  

o n e  p a r t i cu l a r  w e l l  t h a t  h ad  b e l on ged  t o  a  w om an  nam ed  

T a yu h en u t  n ow  b e lo n ged  to  h e r  so l e  l eg i t i ma t e  h e i r ,  N ys u -

Bas t e t ,  wh o  w as  t he  o wn e r  o f  t h e  s t e l a  and  a l s o  th e  p r i es t  o f  

S e t h  a t  t h e  o as i s .   T h e i r  d ec i s io n  w as  co n f i rm ed  b y an  o rac l e  

f r om  t h e  go d  S e t h ,  p r e sum ab l y b y h i s  cu l t  s t a t u e  mo v in g  i n  

r e s po ns e  to  q u es t i on s  b e i n g  p u t  t o  i t  (G a r d i n er  1 93 3 :  2 8 ;  

Wh i t eh ou s e  20 02 :  3 ) .   T h e  f ac t  t h a t  Se t h  w as  u s ed  a s  a r b i t r a to r  

i n  t h i s  c as e  s u gges t s  t h a t  h e  w as  t h e  p r i me  god  a t  D akh leh ,  a  

f a c t  t h a t  we  wi l l  enco un t e r  l a t e r  i n  D yn as t y 2 5  ( J an ss en  19 6 8 :  

1 6 6)  an d  du r i n g  Graeco -R om an  t i m es  ( K ap e r  19 62 :  4 5 ) .  

S et h ’s  n am e  o n  t h i s  e a r l i e r  s t e l a  i s  s pe l t  o u t  u s in g  th e  S e t h -

an im al  h i e r o gl yp h  in d i ca t in g  t h a t ,  c e r t a i n l y i n  t h e  o as e s  reg i o n ,  

h e  w as  s t i l l  t h e  p r in c ip a l  d e i t y  an d  h e  i s  r e f e r r ed  to  as  ‘ t h e  Lo r d  

o f  t he  O as i s ’  ( Kap er  20 01 :  72 )  

O s or ko n  I  s u cceed ed  h i s  f a th e r ,  h e  rep l aced  h i s  b ro th e r  as  Hi gh  

P r i e s t  o f  Am un  w i th  on e  o f  h i s  s on s ,  S h esh on q  I I ,  w h om h e  a l s o  

n am ed  co - regen t  i n  8 90  B .C . E .   Ho w ev e r ,  S h es ho nq  p r e -d eceas ed  

h i s  f a th e r  ( Do ds on  & H i l t on  2 00 4 :  2 10) ,  wh o  on  h i s  d ea th  w as  

s u ccee d ed  b y a  mi no r  s on ,  T ak e l o t  I .   H e ,  i n  t u rn ,  w as  succeed ed  

b y O s o rk on  I I  a t  mu ch  th e  s am e  t im e  a s  h i s  cou s i n ,  H a rs i e se ,  

s u cceed ed  h i s  f a th e r ,  Sh es h on q  I I ,  a s  H i gh  P r i es t  o f  A mun .   

P ro b l em s  b egan  i n  yea r  4  o f  O so rk on ’s  r e i gn  w h en  H a rs i e s e  
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d ec la r ed  h im s e l f  k in g  in  t he  s ou th  ( T ayl o r  2 00 0 :  33 7 ) .   On  t h e  

d ea th  o f  H a rs i e s e ,  O s or ko n  app o i n t ed  h i s  s on ,  Nim lo t ,  a s  H i gh  

P r i e s t  (C la yt o n  1 994 :  18 7 ) .   Os o rk on  w as  in  t u r n  su cceeded  b y 

h i s  s on ,  T ak e l o t  I I .  W h en  h i s  h a l f -b r o th e r  N iml o t  d i ed ,  h e  

i gn o red  th e  c l a im s  o f  o n e  H a rs i e s e ,  a  g r an d so n  o f  t h e  o r ig i n a l  o f  

t h e  sam e n am e to  be  Hi gh  P r i es t  and  in s t ead  i ns t a l l ed  h i s  so n  

P r i n ce  Os or ko n .   Th i s  l ed  t o  a  t en - yea r  c i v i l  w ar  b e tw een  th e se  

f ac t i on s  ( Ass m an n  1 9 96 :  3 13 ) .  

Wh en  T ak e l o t  I I  d i ed  h e  s ho u l d  hav e  b een  su cceed ed  b y P r i n ce  

O s or ko n  bu t  i n s t ead  h i s  yo u n ge r  b ro the r  S h es on q  I I I  s e i zed  

p o w er .   W h i l s t  h e  re i gn ed  fo r  5 3  yea r s  ( T ayl o r  20 00 :  34 5 ) ,  h e  

h ad  to  co n t en d  wi th  s p l i t s  b e t w een  T an i s  an d  Th ebes ,  and  a l so  

b e tw een  t h e  ea s t  and  cen t r a l  D e l t a  ( T an i s  an d  Leo n to po l i s ) .      

1 0 .5  Th e  Tw en ty - th i rd  a nd  Tw en ty - f o u rth  Dyn as t i e s  

A t  Leo n t op o l i s  on e  P ed i b as t e t  had  h im s e l f  d ec l a r e d  a s  ph a r aoh  

an d  p ro c l a im ed  a  new  d yn as t y -  t h e  23
r d

.   H i s  su cces so rs  ru l ed  

f r om  h e r e  f o r  a  n um b er  o f  yea r s  co n cu r r en t l y w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r  

k in gs  o f  D yn as t y 2 2  a t  T an i s .   T o w ar ds  t h e  end  o f  t h i s  t im e  a  

t h i rd  p o w er ,  ‘ t h e  Pr incedom o f  t h e  Wes t ’ ,  b as ed  a t  S a i s  i n  t h e  

D e l t a  c am e t o  p romi n en ce ,  s o  th a t  b y Y ea r  3 6  o f  S ho s en q  V  a  

m an  n am ed  T e f nakh t e  w as  t he  ru l e r  he r e .   H e  ex t en d ed  h i s  

i n f lu en ce  as  f a r  s ou th  as  Li sh t  i n  t h e  N i l e  V a l l ey,  l a t e r  be i n g  

f o r ced  t o  r e t r e a t  b y  th e  K us h i t e  k in g ,  P i ye .   H ow ev er ,  once  P i ye  

h ad  r e t u rn ed  so u th ,  T e fn akh t e  d ec l a r ed  h im se l f  k in g  and  f o un d ed  

t h e  24
t h

 D yn as t y ( T a yl o r  2 00 0 :  33 8 ) .  

1 0 .6  Th e  Tw en ty - f i f th  D yna s ty  

Pi ye  w as  t h e  fo un de r  o f  t h e  25
t h  

D yn a s t y .   H e  o r i g i n a t ed  i n  

N ap a t a ,  a  s t a t e  t h a t  h ad  fo rm ed  a t  t h e  ex t r em e  s ou th e rn  t i p  o f  

K u sh  in  Nu b i a  i n  t h e  v i c in i t y  o f  t he  Fo u r t h  C a t a r ac t  (A ssm ann  

1 9 96 :  3 17 ) .  W his t  N ap a t a  ca n  t r a ce  i t s  o r i g i ns  b ack  t o  85 0  

B . C . E . ,  i t  app ea r ed  th a t  t h e  f a l l ou t  f rom  t he  c i v i l  w a r  m en t i on ed  

ab ov e  d u r in g  th e  r e i gn  o f  T ake lo t  I I  h ad  cau sed  m an y o f  t h e  

T h eb an  p r i es t s  o f  A m un  to  f l e e  t o  N ap a t a ,  w h er e  Amu n  w as  a l s o  

t h e  s t a t e  go d .   A s  a  con s eq u en ce  o f  t h i s ,  N apa t a  b r ok e  o f f  

r e l a t i on sh ip s  wi t h  t h e  2 2
n d

 D yn as t y an d  t h e  su bs eq u en t  

gen e r a t i ons  o f  ru l e r s  i n  N ap a t a  s aw them se lv e s  as  t h e  l eg i t im at e  

i nh e r i t o r s  o f  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  E g yp t  (A ssm ann  1 99 6 :  3 20 ) .   T h i s  l ed  

P i ye  t o  h av e  h i s  s i s t e r  ado p t ed  as  h e i r  t o  t h e  r u l i n g  ‘G od ’s  Wi f e  

o f  Amu n ’ ,  Sh ep en wep e t ,  t h e  d au gh t e r  o f  Oso r ko n  I I I .   In  ab ou t  

7 2 7  B .C . E . ,  P i ye  m o v ed  aga i ns t  t h e  coa l i t i on  o f  f ou r  E g yp t i an  
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k in gs  i n  Y ear  2 1  o f  h i s  Nu b i an  r e i gn  ( T a yl o r  20 00 :  3 53 ) .   H e  

w as  su cce ss fu l  i n  t h i s  camp ai gn  b u t  r a t h e r  t h an  p un i sh  t he  k i n gs  

h e  m ade  t h em v as sa l  gov e rn o rs  an d  r e t u rn ed  t o  N ap a ta  (D o ds on  

an d  Hi l to n  2 00 4 :  23 4 ) .   To  h i s  r e i gn  m a y b e  da t ed  th e  Sm al l e r  

D ak h l eh  S t e l a  ( J ans s en  1 96 8 :  1 65 -1 72) .   Th i s  s t e l a  w as  

d i s cov e r ed ,  t o ge th er  wi th  t h e  l a r ge r  one  b y C ap t a in  Lyo n s  in  

D ak h l eh  Oas i s  an d  w as  a l s o  p r e s en t ed  t o  t h e  A shm ol ean  

M us eum ,  Ox f or d .   T h e  s t e l a  i s  d a t ed  to  yea r  2 4  o f  P i ye ’ s  r e i gn ,  

an d  t e l l s  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  o f f i c i a l  i n  t he  O as i s ,  c a l l ed  H ar en t b i a ,  

d o na t ed  in  a  t emp le  o f  S e th  a  da i l y  o f f e r in g  o f  f i v e  lo av es  i n  

m em o r y o f  h i s  f a t he r .   Th e  m ai n t en ance  o f  t h i s  o f f e r i n g  w as  

en t r us t ed  to  a  p r i es t ,  t h e  so n  o f  An kh or  ( J ans s en  1 96 8 :  171 ) .   A t  

t h e  t op  o f  t he  s t e l a  i s  d ep i c t ed ,  on  t h e  l e f t ,  t he  f i gu r e  o f  S e t h  a s  

a  f a l con - he ad ed  god  wi t h  a  s un  d i s c  up o n  h i s  h ead  ( s ee  P l a t e  

X X V  in  J ans s en  1 96 8 ) .   In  f r o n t  o f  h im  i s  w r i t t en :  













 



   

‘U t t erance  by  Su t ekh ,  g r ea t  o f  s t r eng th ,  t h e  s on  o f  Nu t . ’  

Wh er eas  t he  ea r l i e r  D akh l eh  s t e l a  h ad  u s ed  t h e  S e t h -an i ma l  

h i e r o g l yp h  i n  t h e  sp e l l i n g  o f  t h e  god ’s  n ame  t h i s  l a t e r  s t e l a  

av o i ds  i t s  u s e  ( K ape r  20 01 :  74 ) .   Th e  im age  o f  S e t h  on  th i s  l a t e r  

s t e l a  sh ow s  th e  god  w i th  t he  h ead  o f  a  f a l co n  and  wea r i n g  th e  

D o ub le  C ro w n,  t h us  m ak in g  h im  r es em bl e  H o rus .   Th i s  p os s i b l y 

i s  i n d i ca t i v e  o f  t h e  ch an g i n g  a t t i t u d e  to w ard s  S e th  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  

w h e r as  i n  t h e  Ni l e  v a l l ey a l l  m en t i on  o f  S e t h  app ea rs  t o  h av e  

cea s ed  h e r e  i n  t h e  o a s es  w h e r  he  w as  t h e  p r in c i p a l  god  a  m o re  

s ub t l e  ch an ge  ap p ea r s  t o  h av e  t ak en  p l ace  ( K ap e r  2 00 1 :  7 4 ) .  

Fo l l ow in g  P i ye ’ s  dea t h ,  h e  w as  s u cceed ed  b y h i s  b ro th e r ,  

S h ab ak a ,  w ho  to ok  u p  r e s id en ce  a t  M em ph i s  and  w as  ob v io us l y 

s o  t ak en  wi t h  th i s  c i t y  t h a t  he  wi s h ed  t o  r e tu r n  i t  t o  i t s  fo r m er  

g l o r i e s .   Th i s  i s  s ho w n b y t h e  t ex t  t r an s l a t ed  f ro m t h e  so - ca l l ed  

S h ab ak a  S t on e .  

1 0 .7  Th e  Sh ab aka  S to ne  

T hi s  s t on e  i s  a  heav y b l ack  s l ab  o f  G reen  Br ecc i a  f ro m W ad i  

H amm am at .   I t  w as  g i v en  to  t h e  Br i t i sh  M us eum  b y t h e  seco nd  

E a r l  S p en ce r  i n  180 5 .   T h e  p r ov en an ce  o f  t h e  s t on e  i s  u nk n ow n.   

U p on  i t  a re  t h r ee  ho r i zon t a l  r ow s  o f  h i e ro g l yp h s  an d  61  co lum ns .   

T h e  in s c r ip t io n  c l a i ms  to  b e  th e  r en der i n g  o f  an  an c i en t  p ap yr u s  

t ex t ,  o f  wh i ch  S h abak a  s a ys :  
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‘H i s  Maj e s t y  had  th i s  book  wr i t t en  anew  in  t h e  house  o f  h i s  

f a t he r  P t ah .   H i s  Ma j es t y  h ad  f ou nd  i t  a s  a  wo rk  o f  h i s  

a n ces t or s ,  w or m -ea t en ,  a nd  o n e  d i d  n o t  kn ow i t  f r om  b eg in n i ng  

t o  end .   S o  Hi s  Ma je s t y  h a d  i t  r ewr i t t en  s o  th a t  i t  i s  mor e  

beau t i f u l  t han  i t  was  be f or e ’ .   ( As sm an n  1 99 6 :  34 5 -3 46 ) .      

Wh i l s t  S h ab aka  a l l eged  th a t  h e  h ad  cop i ed  an  an c i en t  w ork ,  

m od e rn  E g yp t o l o gi s t s  b e l i ev e  th a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  p r op agan da  to  

j u s t i f y h i s  a cces s ion  t o  t h e  th r on e  (S e l l e r s  1 99 2 :  8 5 ) .  

T h e  su b j ec t  o f  t h e  t ex t  fo r  t he  m os t  p a r t  i s  M em ph i s ,  i t s  m yt h i c  

an d  po l i t i c a l  s i gn i f i c ance  a s  t h e  l o ca t io n  w h er e  c rea t io n  em er ged  

f r om  t h e  p r im al  w a t e r s ,  and  as  t h e  s em in a l  l ocus  o f  p h arao n i c  

k in gs h i p  ( Ass m an  1 9 96 :  3 46 ) .   I t  b egin s  b y p r o c l a im in g  P t ah -

T a t en en ,  t h e  p r i mor d ia l  d e i t y ,  s e l f - c r ea t ed  c r ea to r  o f  t h e  go d s ,  

an d  r u l e r  ov e r  t h e  u n i f i ed  k i n gdom  as  k i n g  o f  Lo w er  an d  U pp e r  

E g yp t .   Of  i n t e r es t  t o  us  i s  t h a t  t h e  t ex t  t hen  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  l ega l  

d i s pu te  b e tw een  Hor u s  and  S e th ,  and  i s  wr i t t en  a s  i f  t h e  go d s  

w e r e  s p eak i n g  t o  on e  an o t he r :    

‘Geb  say s  t o  S e t h :  “Go  t o  t h e  p l ace  i n  wh i ch  you  were  born .”  

Se th :  “Upper  Egyp t .”  

Geb’s  words  to  Horus :  “Go  t o  t h e  p l a ce  in  wh i ch  you r  fa th e r  

was  d rowned .”  

Horus :  “Lower  Egyp t .”  

Geb’s  words  to  Horus  and  Se t h :  “ I  have  s epara t ed  you .”  

T h en  i t  s e emed  wr on g  to  Geb  th a t  t h e  p or t i on  o f  Hor us  wa s  l i k e  

t h e  po r t i on  o f  S e th .   So  G eb  ga ve  H or us  h i s  i n h er i ta n ce ,  f o r  h e  

i s  t h e  so n  o f  h i s  f i r s tb or n  so n  ( i . e .  O s i r i s ,  H o rus ’ s  f a t h e r  w as  th e  

s on  o f  G eb ) .  

Geb’s  words  to  t h e  Ennead :  “ I  have  appo in t ed  Horus ,  t h e  

f i r s tborn .”  

Geb’s  words  to  th e  Ennead :  “Him a lone ,  Horus ,  t h e  

i nher i t ance .”  

Geb’s  words  to  t h e  Ennead :  “To  h i s  h e i r ,  Horus ,  m y  

i nhe r i t ance .”  

Geb’s  words  to  t h e  Ennead :  “To  t h e  son  o f  my  son ,  Horus ,  t h e  

Jacka l  o f  Upper  Egyp t .”  
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Geb’s  words  to  t h e  Ennead :  “The  f i r s tborn ,  Horus ,  t h e  Opener -

o f - th e -ways .”  

Geb’s  words  to  t h e  Ennead :  “The  son  who  was  bo rn ,  Horus ,  on  

t h e  b i r th da y  o f  t h e  O p en er -o f - th e–ways .”  

T h en  H or us  s t oo d  ove r  t h e  l an d .   H e  i s  t h e  u n i t e r  o f  t h i s  l a n d ,  

p ro c la i m ed  i n  t h e  gr ea t  n am e:  T en en ,  s ou th - o f -h i s - Wa l l ,  L or d  o f  

E t er n i t y .   Th en  sp ro u t ed  t h e  two  ‘G r ea t  i n  M ag i c ’  u po n  h i s  h ead .   

H e  i s  H oru s  wh o  aro s e  as  ‘Ki ng  o f  Upp er  an d  L ow er  Eg yp t ’ ,  wh o  

u n i t ed  th e  Two  L and s  in  t he  N om e  o f  t h e  ( Wh i t e )  Wa l l ,  t he  p l a ce  

i n  w h i ch  t h e  T wo  La n ds  w er e  un i t ed .  

R eed  ( h e r a ld i c  p l an t  fo r  U pp e r  E g yp t )  a n d  pa pyru s  ( he r a ld i c  

p l an t  fo r  Lo w er  E gyp t )  w er e  p l a ced  on  t h e  do ub l e  d oo r  o f  t he  

H o us e  o f  P ta h .   T ha t  m ea ns :  H or us  a nd  Se th  p a c i f i ed  an d  u n i t ed .   

T h ey  f ra t e rn i z ed  s o  as  t o  c eas e  qu ar r e l l i n g  wh er ever  t h ey  m a y  

be ,  b e i ng  un i t ed  i n  t h e  House  o f  P tah ,  t h e  “Ba lance  o f  t h e  Two  

Lands”  in  wh i ch  Upper  and  Lower  Egyp t  have  been  we ighed . ’  

A s   As sm an n  ( 19 96 :  3 48 )  p o in t s  o u t ,  t h e  r e l ev an ce  o f  t h i s  m yt h  

t o  S h ab ak a  i s  ob v io us :  h e  t oo  w as  f aced  wi t h  a  d i v i d ed  l an d .  

P i ye  i n  r e tu rn in g  to  N ap a t a  h ad  no t  r ea l l y  u n i t ed  t h e  k ingd o m ,  

an d  i t  w as  on l y w h en  S hab ak a  h ad  en ded  t h e  Li b yan  p o l ya r ch y 

t h a t  a  r e tu r n  t o  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  p h ar a on i c  mo n ar ch y co u l d  occu r .  

A f t e r  a  14 - yea r  r e ign ,  S h ab ak a  d i ed  an d  w as  s u cceed ed  by  h i s  

t w o  neph ews ,  P i ye ’ s  s on s ,  f i r s t  S heb i tk u  f o r  12  yea r s  an d  th en  

T ah a rq a  in  6 90  B .C . E .  (C l a yt o n  1 99 4 :  1 9 2) .  

1 0 .8  Th e  th rea t  f ro m A ss y r i a  

Wh en  T ah a rq a  s u cceed ed  t o  t h e  th r on e  o f  E g yp t  h e  w as  

co n f ro n t ed  w i t h  t h e  A ss yr i ans ,  w ho s e  p o w er  h ad  b een  g row i n g  

o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f ew  yea r s .   In  67 3  B .C .E .  Es a rh add on ,  t h e  A s s yr i an  

k in g ,  was  r epu l s ed  a t  A sh k e l on  o n  t h e  E g yp t i an /P a l es t in i an  

b o rd e r  b y a  com bined  fo r ce  o f  E g yp t i an s  and  P a l es t i n i an s .   

H o w ev e r ,  t w o  yea r s  l a t e r  E sa r h ad do n  w as  b ack  an d  th i s  t i me  h e  

w as  su cce ss fu l  an d  s t ru ck  d eep  i n t o  E gyp t  i t s e l f ,  c ap t u r ing  

M emp hi s  t o ge t h er  w i t h  t h e  m ajo r i t y  o f  T ah a rq a ’ s  f ami l y .   Th e  

p h a r ao h  fo r tu na t e l y  m an aged  to  es cap e  to  T h eb e s ;  a  goo d  

acco un t  o f  t h i s  c an  b e  ob t a in ed  in  Mor k o t  ( 20 00 :  25 9 -2 72 ) .   

E s a rh add on  n ow  a t t em pt ed  t o  m ak e  th e  p a r t  o f  E g yp t  t h a t  h e  

co n t ro l l ed ,  i . e .  Mem ph i s  and  t h e  D e l t a ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  Ass yr i an  

em pi r e .   Man y n ew  A ss yr i an  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  ap po i n t ed ,  b u t  t he  

c i t i e s  w e r e  l e f t  un de r  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e i r  d yn as t s ,  so  Bakenne f i  a t  
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A t hr ib i s  a t  t h e  b ase  o f  t h e  D e l t a ,  Pakr u r  a t  P e r -S op ed  i n  t h e  

ea s t e r n  D e l t a  an d  N ek au  a t  M em ph i s  ( M o rk o t  20 00 :  27 4) .   Wh en  

t r ou b l e  on ce  aga i n  b r ok e  o u t  i n  E g yp t  i n  66 9  B .C .E .  Es a rh add on  

r e tu r n ed ,  bu t  d i ed  o n  th e  ro ad  an d  w as  s u cceed ed  b y h i s  s on ,  

A s hu rb an i p a l ,  wh o ,  p ro b ab l y t o  v a l id a t e  h i s  c l a im ,  wi t hd rew  

b ack  to  A ss yr i a  ( Ki t ch en  1 97 3 :  39 2 ) .  

E g yp t ’ s  r ep r i ev e  was  s ho r t  l i v ed ,  ho wev e r ,  an d  w i th in  t wo  yea r s  

A s hu rb an i p a l ’ s  a r my h ad  d e fea t ed  th e  E g yp t i ans  a t  K a r ban i t i  

( M o rk o t  20 00 :  27 7 -2 7 8) .   A l l  t h e  n ob i l i t y  o f  t h e  D e l t a  who  had  

s id ed  wi t h  T ah a r qa  w e r e  ex ecu t ed  ex cep t  fo r  t he  fu tu r e  Nech o  I  

o f  t he  26
t h

 D yn as t y  w ho  w as  app o in t ed  ch i e f  v as s a l  k i n g  in  

E g yp t  ( A ss mann  1 99 6 :  3 36 ) .   T aha r q a  h ad  r e t r ea t ed  t o  N ap a t a  

w h e r e  h e  d i ed  i n  66 4  B.C . E .  and  w as  s u cceed ed  b y h i s  nep h ew 

T an t am an i  w ho  imm edi a t e l y r e - i nv aded  E g yp t ,  s t o r med  M emp hi s  

an d  r e t oo k  th e  D e l t a ,  wh e r e  N ech o  I ,  w h o  h ad  b een  t h e  so l e  

r e s i s t ance  t o  h im ,  w as  ex ecu t ed  ( Ki t ch en  19 73 :  39 3 ) .   

A s hu rb an i p a l  on ce  aga i n  r eac t ed  and  th e  Ass yr i an s  qu i ck l y 

r ega i n ed  M em ph i s ,  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  t h ey p u r su ed  T an t aman i  t o  

T h eb es  and  lo o t ed  th e  c i t y  ( K i t ch en  1 97 3 :  3 94 ) .   T h e  As syr i an s  

ap po in t ed  N ech o ’s  s on ,  P s amt ik  I ,  a s  t h e i r  v a s s a l  k in g :  he ,  a s  w e  

w i l l  s ee  i n  t h e  n ex t  c h ap te r ,  w as  ab l e  t o  r eu n i t e  t h e  co un t r y 

u n de r  o n e  ru l e r .       

1 0 .9  Su mma ry  

Wh i l s t  t h e  m ajo r i t y  o f  t h e  N i l e  V a l l e y an d  th e  D e l t a  r eg ion s  

w e r e  v yi n g  f o r  p rom in en ce  a t  t h i s  t ime  wi th i n  th e  o as i s  r eg i o n ,  

S e t h  app ea r ed  to  b e  th e  m aj o r  god ,  a s  m a y b e  seen  in  t h e  t ex t  o f  

t h e  D ak h l eh  s t e l a .   T h e  sm al l e r  Dakh l eh  s t e l a  po ss i b l y h a s  c l ue s  

t o  t h e  p e r cep t io n  o f  S e th  in  t h e  25
t h

 Dyn as t y co m p ar ed  to  e a r l i e r  

t im es  ev en  i n  t h e  oa s e s  r eg io n .   Th e  Sh ab ak a  s t on e  t ex t ,  w h i l s t  

u l t i m at e l y r eco gn i s i n g  Ho ru s  a s  t h e  r u l e r  o f  U pp e r  and  Lo w er  

E g yp t ,  do es  men t i on  t h a t  H o rus  an d  Se t h  h ad  b een  p ac i f i ed  an d  

u n i t ed .  Th i s  po ss i b l y r e f e r s  b ack  to  t he  ea r l y d yn as t i c  s t ru gg l e  

b e tw een  t h e  su pp o r t e r s  o f  t he s e  t w o  go ds ,  o r  p e r h ap s  i t  su gges t s  

t h a t  Sh ab ak a  wi sh ed  t o  b e  s een  a s  em bo d yi n g  th e  b es t  

ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  t wo  god s  in  h i s  r o l e  as  p h a raoh .  
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1 1 .  T HE L AT E  PER IO D  6 64 -3 32  B .C. E  .  

1 1 .1  In t rod uc t i on  

T h e  Sa i t e  Pe r io d  s aw  a  r e tu rn  t o  s t ab i l i t y  an d  t h e  o ld  r e l i g i o us  

v a lu es .   A r t  f o r m s  l oo k ed  b ack  t o  t h e  M id d l e  and  Old  Kin gd om s  

f o r  i n sp i r a t io n ,  b u t  t h e  A ss yr i an  i nv as i on  o f  E g yp t  h ad  a f f ec t ed  

t h e  E g yp t i an s  g r ea t l y ,  p r ob ab l y d u e  t o  t h e  s ack in g  o f  Th eb es  and  

t h e  l a yi n g  w as t e  o f  i t s  hu ge  t em pl e  t r ea s u r y.   Wh e r eas  i n  t h e  

a f t e rm at h  o f  t h e  H yk so s  in v as i on  S e t h  s aw  h i s  r o l e  a s  go d  o f  

t h i n gs  fo r e i gn  en h a n ced ;  n ow  i n  t h i s  ro l e  h e  w as  ab ho r r ed  an d  

b l am ed  fo r  t h e  a t roc i t i e s  com mi t t ed  by  t h e  As s yr i an s .   

S u r p r i s in g l y ,  h ow ev e r ,  w e  sh a l l  s ee  t ha t  b eau t i fu l  d ep i c t io ns  o f  

h im  f r om th i s  p e r iod  s u rv iv e ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  fac t  t h a t  i n  s om e  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  cou n t ry  ( p o s s ib l y t h e  o a se s  aga i n )  h e  w as  n o t  

v i l i f i ed .  

1 1 .2  Th e  S a i t e  R ev i va l  

P samt i k  on  b e i n g  ap p o in t ed  v as s a l  k i ng  u n de r  t he  Ass yr i an s  h ad  

i n i t i a l l y  t o  con t r o l  t h e  p e t t y  k in gs  o f  t h e  D e l t a  r eg io n ,  b u t  h e  

h a r bo u red  th ou gh t s  o f  r eun i t i n g  E g yp t  u nd e r  h i s  ru l e .   H e  w as  

h e lp ed  i n  e s t ab l i s h in g  h i ms e l f  b y t h e  p r eo ccu p a t i on  o f  t he  

A s s yr i an s  wi th  t he  t h rea t  o f  a  r es u r gen t  Bab yl o n  t o  t h e i r  so u t h  

( D o dso n  and  Hi l t on  2 00 4 :  24 2 ) ,  an d  as  t h e i r  p o wer  w i t he red ,  so  

h i s  o wn  g r ew.   H e  ach iev ed  r econ c i l i a t i o n  wi t h  Th eb es  in  t h e  

n in th  yea r  o f  h i s  r e i gn  b y h av i n g  h i s  dau gh t e r ,  N i to k r i s  I ,  

r e co gn i s ed  b y S h epen w epe t  I I I ,  a s  t h e  s u ccess o r  t o  t h e  ‘Di v i ne  

A d o ra t r i c e  o f  Amun ’ ;  t h e  o f f i ce  o f  gov e r no r  o f  t h e  so u t h  w as  

u n co up l ed  f r om  th a t  o f  m ayo r  o f  T h ebes  an d  con f e r r ed  ins t ead  

o n  th e  m aj o r - do mo  o f  t he  ‘ Go d’ s  Wi f e  o f  Amu n ’ .   P s amt i k  

en su r ed  t h a t  t h e  h o l d er s  o f  t h i s  o f f i ce  c am e f r om th e  n or th  an d  

a l so  p l aced  t h e  lo ca l  mi l i t i a  u nd e r  h i s  su p r em e comm and ,  w h i ch  

h e  ach i ev ed  b y u s e  o f  a  m e r cen a r y f o r ce  com pr i s i n g  m an y 

G r eeks ,  C a r i ans ,  J ew s  an d  o th e r  f o r e i gn e r s .   In  6 53  B .C . E .  he  

d r ov e  t he  r em ai n ing  A s s yr i an  ga r r i so ns  f rom  t h e  co un t r y an d  

s u ccess f u l l y  r eu n i t ed  t h e  wh o l e  cou n t r y u n d e r  h i s  r u l e  (A s sm an n  

1 9 96 :  3 38 ) .  

P samt i k  r u l ed  fo r  54  yea r s  an d  ov e r saw  a  r e tu rn  t o  s t ab i l i t y  an d  

t h e  o ld  r e l i g i ous  v a l u es .   We  h av e  a l r ead y s een  th a t  un de r  t h e  

K u sh i t e  k in gs  M emp hi s  w as  re tu r ned  to  s om e  o f  i t s  fo rm er  g l o r y 

an d  th e  l ega l  d i s pu t e  b e t w een  Ho ru s  an d  S e th  was  p l aced  a t  t h e  

h ea r t  o f  t h e i r  p o l i cy  o f  r e l i g io us  r en ov a t io n  ( As sm ann  19 9 6 :  

3 8 9) .   No w,  u nd e r  P samt i k ,  t he  Ho r us  and  S e t h  m yt h  i s  t ak en  up  
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an d  r ew r i t t en .   Se th  i s  on ce  aga i n  t r i ed  an d  f ou nd  gu i l t y ,  h e  i s  

p u n i s h ed ,  and  th e  l am en t  o f  h i s  c i t i e s  i s  d es c r i bed  in  t e rm s  o f  a  

p o l i t i c a l  d e f ea t  i n  Br i t i s h  Mu s eum  P ap yr u s  10 25 2  ( da t i ng  f r om  

t h e  fo u r t h  c en tu r y B . C . E . )  an d  P ap yr u s  Lo u v r e  31 29  (a  P t o l em ai c  

co p y)  ( J ay 2 0 0 7 :  95 ) .  Th e  ex t r ac t  fo rm in g  pa r t  o f  an  an t i -S e t h  

cu r s in g  r i t u a l  fo r  t h e  t em pl e  o f  O s i r i s  a t  Ab yd o s :  

‘Su  w a i l s ,  Wns  i s  i n  mo ur n in g ,  

G r i ev i n g  p la in t s  are  h ea rd  t hro ug ho u t  O xyr h yn cho s .  

T h e  oas e s  K ha rg eh  a n d  Da kh l eh  cr y  o u t  t he i r  wo e ,  

m i s fo r tu n e  ro am s  th ro ug h  th e i r  c en t r es .  

K yno po l i s  k eens ,  f o r  i t s  l o rd  i s  n o t  i n  i t .  

H yp se l i s  i s  a  ba rr en  p la ce ,  O mb os  to rn  dow n ,  

t h e i r  h ou s es  d es t r oyed ,  a l l  t h e i r  i nh ab i ta n t s  a nn ih i la t ed .  

T h e i r  l o rd  i s  no  m or e ,  wh o  p la nn ed  r eb e l l i on  i s  n o  m or e ,   

f o r  h e  h as  fa l l en  i n t o  cap t i v i t y ’  (S cho t t  1 93 0 :  1 4 - 16 ) .  

T h i s  p as sage  i s  i n t e r e s t in g  as  i t  i l l u s t r a t es  t he  n um b er  o f  t o w ns  

t h a t  w e r e  a s s oc i a t ed  wi t h  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  S e t h  a t  t h i s  t i m e ;  i t  i s  

n o  su r p r i s e  t o  s ee  th e  o a s es  o f  K ha r geh  an d  D akh l e h  in c lu d ed  o r ,  

i nd eed ,  O mb os .   T he  o t h er  p l ace s  men t i on ed  cov e r  mu ch  o f  

E g yp t .    Su  w as  in  t h e  H e rac l eo po l i t an  n om e ( G ar d i n er  1 94 7 :  v o l  

2 ,  1 17 )  and  Wn s  i n  t h e  D e l t a  n ea r  Bu t o  ( G a rd i n e r  19 47 :  vo l  2 ,  

3 1 ) ,  Ox yr h yn ch o s  w as  th e  m aj o r  t o wn  o f  t h e  n i n e t een th  no m e o f  

U p p er  E g yp t  l o ca t ed  up on  th e  l e f t  b ank  o f  t h e  Ni l e  s ou t h  o f  t he  

Fa i yu m ;  K yn o p o l i s  o n  t h e  op po s i t e  b an k  w as  t h a t  o f  t h e  

s ev en t een t h  nom e ,  an d  H yp s e l i s ,  n ea r  A s s yu t ,  was  th e  cap i t a l  o f  

t h e  e l ev en t h  no m e ( Wi l so n  19 55 :  22 9) .  

A l l  o f  t h i s  w as  p a r t  o f  w ha t  som e  au tho r s  h av e  t e rm ed  a r ch a i sm  

( A ss m an n  19 96 :  3 43 ) .   Du r i n g  th i s  p e r i od  t he  a r t  o f  t h e  pa s t  

b ecam e  a  mo de l  t o  b e  co p i ed :  t om b r e l i e f s  d ep i c t ed  t h e  

i nd iv i du a l  d r e s s ed  i n  t h e  s t yl e  a nd  c lo t h i n g  o f  t h e  O ld  K in gd om  

an d  in s c r ip t io ns  o n  to mb s  an d  co f f in s  w e r e  m od e l l ed  on  th e  

an c i en t  P yr am i d  T ex t s .   T h e  v ar io us  ve r s i on s  o f  t h e  Bo ok  o f  t h e  

D ead ,  wh ich  un t i l  t h i s  p e r i od  h ad  cons i s t ed  o f  an  in d i v idu a l  

ch oo s i n g  w h a t ev e r  ‘ s p e l l s ’  h e  o r  s he  th o u gh t  app r op r i a t e ,  n ow  

yi e l d ed  to  a  m u ch  m o re  d e f i n i t i v e  ed i t i o n ,  a l t ho u gh ,  s omew h at  

s u rp r i s i n gl y g i v en  t h e  d emo niz a t io n  o f  S e th  th a t  w as  t ak in g  

p l ace  e l sew h er e ,  wi t h i n  t h e  Boo k  o f  t he  D ead  S e t h  w as  s t i l l  
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d ep i c t ed  in  n ega t ive ,  p os i t i v e  an d  n eu t r a l  w a ys .   Dr  M ar cu s  

M ul l e r  o f  t h e  T o t enb u ch -P r o j ec t ,  Bon n  k i nd l y ex ami n ed  32  

p a ss ages  in  l a t e  v e r s io ns  o f  t h e  Bo ok  o f  t he  D ead  w h er e  S e t h  i s  

m en t i on ed  on  m y b eh a l f  an d  i s  b ro ad ly  i n  ag r eemen t  w i th  m y 

c l as s i f i c a t io n  o f  t he  n ega t iv e ,  po s i t i ve  and  n eu t r a l  sp e l l s .  Th us  

h e  co n c lu d ed  t h a t  i n  16  ca s es  S e th  was  p o r t r ayed  n ega t i ve l y.   

N o t  s u rp r i s i n gl y ,  t h e s e  w e r e  as so c i a t ed  m ai n l y w i th  th e  

H o r us / Os i r i s  an d  Se t h  con f l i c t ,  i . e .  spe l l s  9 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  2 8 ,  60 ,  

7 3  ( w hi ch  i s  i d en t i c a l  t o  s p e l l  9  (A l l en  19 74 :  6 5 ) ,  7 8 ,  8 3 ,  86 ,  90 ,  

1 1 0 ,  1 34 ,  an d  14 9  ( s ee  S ec t i on  9 .1 2 . 1  ab ov e ) .   M ul l e r  a l so  

i n c lu d es  h e r e  sp e l l s  1 13  an d  14 9  w hi ch  I  i n t e r p r e t ed  a s  neu t r a l  

( s ee  S ec t io n  9 . 1 2 . 3  abo v e ) .   In  e l ev en  s p e l l s  h e  w as  p o r t ra yed  

p os i t i v e l y,  i n c l ud ing  t h ree  wh e r e  h e  i s  s t i l l  t h e  o pp on en t  o f  

A p op h i s ,  n am el y s pe l l s  39 ,  10 8  and  1 11  ( s ee  S ec t io n  9 .1 2 . 2  

ab ov e ) ;  i n  e i gh t  o th e r  s p e l l s  t h e  po s i t i v e  as p ec t s  o f  S e t h  a r e  

n o t ed  ( s p e l l s  8 ,  3 2 ,  4 2 ,  5 0 ,  5 4 ,  6 2 ,  9 9  an d  14 0 ) ,  I  am  i n  b r o ad  

ag r eem en t  h e r e  ex cep t  wi t h  r ega r d  to  sp e l l  42 ,  w h i ch  I  c l as s i f i ed  

a s  n eu t r a l ,  an d  sp e l l  9 9 ,  wh i ch  I  c l a s s i f i ed  as  n ega t i v e  ( s ee  

S ec t i on  9 .1 2  abo v e ) .   Th e  f iv e  rem ain i n g  p a ss ages ,  w h i ch  M ul l e r  

d id  n o t  s pec i f y ,  h e  c l as s i f i ed  as  p o r t r ay i n g  S e th  n eu t ra l l y  

( p e r s on a l  comm unica t i on ) .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  As s yr i an  i nv as i on  o f  E g yp t  h ad  s ca r red  th e  

i nh ab i t an t s  g r ea t l y ,  e sp ec i a l l y  d u e  to  t h e  s ack in g  o f  Th ebes ,  and  

S et h ,  d u e  t o  h i s  a s so c i a t i on  w i th  ‘ t h ings  f o re i gn ’ ,  b eco mes  

em br o i l ed  in  t he  r es en tm en t  t h i s  en gen d e r ed .   H e  n ow  app ea r s  as  

a  f o re i gn  r u l e r  wh o  h as  b een  d ef ea t ed  an d  d r i ven  ou t ,  b u t  u n l i ke  

h i s  a s s o c i a t io n  wi th  t h e  H yk s o s  t he r e  i s  no w no  a t t empt  a t  

r e co nc i l i a t i o n .   In  t h e  p a s s age  q uo t ed  b e lo w f r om P ap yr u s  

Lo u v r e  31 29  i n  U rku n den  V I  ( S cho t t  19 3 0 :  18 - 24 ) ,  h e  i s  

d ep i c t ed  a s  a t t emp t i n g  a  n ew  i nv as io n :  w i th  h i s  a l l i e s  he  re t u r ns  

t o  E g yp t  and  w r eaks  h avo c  amo n gs t  i t s  t em pl es  (p r es um ab l y 

m i r r o r in g  w ha t  t h e  A s s yr i an s  h ad  d on e  d ur in g  t h e i r  m ar ch  so u t h  

t o  Th eb es  in  p u rs u i t  o f  T aha r q a ,  t h e  pen u l t im at e  p h ar aoh  o f  t h e  

N u b i an  D yn as t y 2 5 ) ,  fo r c i n g  Is i s  t o  a ccu s e  h im  b e fo r e  R e :  

‘O  R e- H ora kh t y ,  So l e  Lo rd ,  w ho s e  l i k e  i s  n o t ,  

w ho  g i ve s  com m and s ,  w ho se  w or d  i s  co m pl i ed  w i th ,  

w ho s e  j ud g men t  o ne  can no t  es cap e :  

R em emb er  w ha t  you  ord a i n ed  wh en  the  d ecr ees  w er e  cr ea t ed !  

T h er e i n  you  g ave  gu id an ce ,  t ha t  i s  t o  s a y :  s t ep s  f o r  men ,  
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cu l t  r eg u l a t i on s  f o r  t h e  g od s ,  

i n s t ru c t io ns  f o r  t h e  k in g  i n  h i s  pa l a ce  [ . . . ]  

B eho ld ,  S e th ,  t h e  reb e l ,  h as  co m e  on  h i s  wa y ,  

h e  h as  t u r ned  on ce  m o r e  t o  Eg yp t ,  

t o  p l un der  w i t h  h i s  h an d .  

H e  i s  i n  t h e  co ur se  o f  a pp ro pr i a t in g  th e  l an d  b y  f or ce ,  

i n  k eep in g  w i t h  t h e  wa y  h e  b eh a ved  b e f or e  

w h en  h e  d es t r oyed  t h e  ho l y  s i t e s ,  

w h en  h e  to r e  dow n  t h e i r  ch ap e l s ,  

w h en  h e  m ad e  u pr oa r  in  t he  t emp le s .  

H e  ha s  i n f l i c t ed  s u f f e r i ng ,  h e  ha s  r epea t ed  in ju ry ,  

h e  h as  ma de  u nr e s t  r i s e  up  a new .  

H e  ha s  bro ug h t  s u f f e r in g  to  t h e  s an c tu ar y ,  

h e  h as  p la nn ed  r ebe l l i o n  in  M emp hi s .  

B eho ld ,  h e  p en e t ra t e s  i n to  t h e  Se ra p eum ,  

h e  h as  b ro ug h t  i n jur y  t o  t h e  ho us e  o f  O p et .  

H e  ha s  hewn  wo od  i n  Iu s aa s ,  

h e  h as  ca ug h t  f i sh  i n  L a ke  M oer i s .  

H e  ha s  hu n t ed  g ame ,  h e  h as  ca ug h t  f ow l ,  

i n  t h e  t em pl e  pr ec in c t  o f  t h e  F i r s t  o f  H o us es .  

H e  ha s  s e t  f oo t  [ in  t h e  Pu r e  Ho us e] ,  

h e  h as  ma de  u pr oar  t o  t h e  En n ea d .  

H e  ha s  p la nn ed  ba t t l e ,  h e  ha s  ro ar ed  

t o  t h e  go ds  o f  M en se t .  

H e  ha s  i n f l i c t ed  n ew  s u f f e r in g  

o n  th e  b an ks  o f  T h i s .  

H e  ha s  ma d e  up ro ar  i n  M en d es /B us i r i s ;  
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t h e  c i t y  an d  no m e o f  B us i r i s / M en d es  ar e  i n  sor e  d i s t r es s .  

H e  ha s  ap pro a ch ed  th e  H ou s e  o f  Bas ;  

h e  h as  d on e  v io l ence  in  i t s  w a l l s .  

H e  ha s  t a ken  wo od  f ro m Sa i s  o f  N e i th ;  

h e  h as  d on e  b ad  d eed s  in  t h e  em ba lm in g  h ous e .  

H e  ha s  ma d e  un re s t  a r i s e  a new  i n  t h e  Im h e t  ca v e  

a n d  s t r i f e  i n  K h er -A h a .  

H e  ha s  bro ug h t  wha t  A t um  a bh or s  i n to  t h e  t em pl e  o f  t h e  E n nead .  

H e  ha s  dev i s ed  co n t u me l y  an d  ma d e  up ro ar  

i n  t h e  t em pl e  o f  Am un -W er  i n  t h e  Im h e t  cave .  

H e  ha s  be th ou gh t  h i ms e l f  o f  b a t t l e ;  h e  h as  s e t  f i r e  

i n  t h e  t em pl e  o f  t h e  eas t e rn  Bas .  

H e  ha s  near ed  Sa f t - e l - Henn a ,  h e  h as  en t er ed  t h e  w a l l ed  qu ar t er ,  

h e  h as  d on e  s a cr i l eg e  t o  t h e  ho l y  N eb es  t r ee  

-  wh en  i t  g r een s ,  t he  ear t h  gr eens  –  

H e  ha s  near ed  th a t  sa c r ed  ch am b er  o f  Iu s a a s  

wi th  t he  a ca c i a ,  wh i ch  con t a i ns  d ea th  a n d  l i f e .  

H e  ha s  p la nn e d  to  ea t  t h e  m af d e t  [ t h e  s ac red  p an th e r ]  

b e fo re  t h e  cou n t ena n ce  o f  M ut  a nd  B as t e t .  

B eho ld ,  h e  ha s  ea t en  t h e  Ab du  f i sh  [ a  s ac r ed  f i s h ]  

a t  t h e  p l a ces  o f  t he  b a  o f  t h e  ea s t .  

H e  ha s  s e t  f oo t  on  t h e  l an d  n ea r  K hef t h er n eb es  

b e fo re  t h e  cou n t ena n ce  o f  R e  in  h ea ven .  

H e  ha s  f ed  th e  sa c red  r a m  

i n  th e  t em pl e  o f  A mu n  th e  g r ea t .  

H e  ha s  l a i d  ha nd s  o n  th e  M nh p  p la n t  

b e fo re  t h e  cou n t ena n ce  o f  t h e  r am  o f  M en d es .  
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H e  ha s  org an i s ed  a  m as sa cr e  o f  t h e  p eo p l e  i n  Bus i r i s  

b e fo re  t h e  cou n t ena n ce  o f  Wen n e f e r ,  t h e  Ju s t i f i ed .  

H e  ha s  f ed  o f  t h e  Ab d u  f i s h  

a n d  ea t en  o f  t h e  ‘dw  f i s h  

i n  t h e  gr ea t  h a l l  o f  H e l io po l i s .  

H e  ha s  cu t  o f f  s up p l y ,  h e  ha s  s to l en  the  o f f e r i ngs  

f ro m th e  p l a ce  o f  t h e  S o l e  Lo rd ,  w ho se  l i k e  i s  no t ,  

[ so  t ha t  w a i l i n g  r e ig ns  i n  h i s  tw o  ho use s  t o  a l l  g od s ,  

a n d  t h e  r i t e s  ar e  no t  p er f or m ed  a t  t h e  e s t ab l i s hed  t i m es] .  

H e  ha s  ca ug h t  t he  h aw k  a nd  th e  i t n  f i s h  

b e fo re  t h e  cou n t ena n ce  o f  S hu  a nd  T e f nu t .  

B eho ld ,  h e  ha s  bo un d  th e  A p i s  bu l l  

b e fo re  t h e  cou n t ena n ce  o f  h i m  wh o  ma d e  a l l  t ha t  i s .  

H e  ha s  l e t  t h e  mi l k  o f  S ek h a t - Ho r  d r y  a wa y ,  

h e  h as  t h r own  d own  t h e  h tm t  co w,  t h e  m o t her  o f  g od .  

H e  ha s  cu t  o f f  s up p l y  o n  t h e  la ke  o f  t he  Tm  t r e e s ,  

h e  l e t  t h e  l a ke  o f  t h e  h tmt  cow  d r y  up .  

H e  ha s  p la nn ed  to  s ta nd  u p  as  a  r ob ber ,  

h e  h as  s ou gh t  t o  e l e va te  h im s e l f .  

S u f f e r i ng  r e i gn s  in  t h e  p la ce  wh er e  h e  a b i d es .  

D es t ru c t io n  i s  i n  wh a t  yo u  [R e - Ho ra kh t y]  ha ve  co m ma nded ’ .  

( A ss m an n  19 96 :  3 90 - 39 2 ) .   

T h i s  l e ads  o n e  t o  be l i ev e  th a t  w o rs h ip  o f  S e th  a t  t h i s  t ime  w as  

s om et h i n g  to  b e  abh o r r ed ,  an d  th i s  i s  i l l u s t r a t ed  b y a  s t a tu e  

i n i t i a l l y  o f  S e t h  in  t h e  C op enh agen  Mu s eu m ( Hi l l  20 07 :  3 4 -3 7 ;  

S cho rs ch  and  W yp ys k i  2 00 9 :  1 77 -2 00 ) .   Whi l s t  t h e  s t a tu e  

i n i t i a l l y  d a t es  t o  t he  19
t h

 o r  2 0
t h

 D yn a s t y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  La t e  Pe r i o d  

S et h ’s  u p r i gh t  e a r s  w e r e  r em ov ed  and  r ep l aced  b y r am ’ s  h o rn s  

( S ch o rs ch  an d  W yp ys k i  20 09 :  18 5)  i n  an  a t t empt  t o  c au s e  th e   
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F i gu r e  2 1 :  A  s t a tu e  o f  S e th  o r i g i na l l y  f r om  t h e  N ew  Kin gd om ,  

a l t e r ed  du r i n g  th e  G r aeco -Ro man  p e r io d  to  r ep r es en t  K hn um  o r  

A m un .  ( F ro m  Hi l l  2 0 07 :  3 4 . ) .   
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s t a tu e  t o  dep i c t  e i t h e r  K hn um  o r  A mun  ( F i gu r e  22 ) .   Co nv e r s e l y,  

t h e  Br i t i s h  Mu s eu m ( acqu i s i t i o n  num ber  13 40 3 )  pos s es ses  an  

i vo r y s cep t r e  h ead  3 . 8  cm  in  l en gt h  d ep i c t i n g  S e t h ,  w h i ch  i s  o f  

ex qu i s i t e  wo r km ans h i p .   Th e  o b j ec t  i s  p i e r ced  a t  t h e  b ack  s o  th a t  

i t  co u l d  b e  wo r n  a s  a  p end an t .   I t  w as  f o un d  a t  S akk a r a  an d  i s  

d a t ed  to  t h e  26
t h

 Dyn as t y.   T h e  wo r km ans h ip  o f  t h i s  o b jec t  

w o u l d  ce r t a i n l y s u gges t  t h a t  S e th  was  s t i l l  r ega r d ed  i n  so m e 

q u a r t e r s  w i th  r ev e ren ce .  

Fo l l ow in g  th e  d ea th  o f  Ps amt i k  i n  61 0  B .C . E . ,  h i s  s on ,  Nek au ,  

co n t i nu ed  h i s  f a t he r ’ s  p o l i c i e s ,  f o rmi ng  an  E g yp t i an  n av y b y 

r e c r u i t i n g  d i s p l aced  Io n i an  G re eks  (C l a yt o n  19 94 :  19 6 ) .   N ek au  

w as  su cceeded  in  t u r n  b y h i s  so n ,  P sam t ik  I I ,  w h o  re i gn ed  fo r  

o n l y 6  yea r s  and  i s  b es t  kn ow n f o r  a  cam p ai gn  aga in s t  t he  s t i l l -

p o w er f u l  K us h i t e s  i n  N ub i a .   Wah i b re  ( A pr i es ) ,  h i s  su cces so r ,  

m ou n t ed  a  f a i l ed  cam p ai gn  aga i ns t  Li bya ,  w h i ch  r esu l t ed  i n  h im  

b e in g  d i s p l aced  b y o n e  o f  h i s  gen e ra l s ,  Ah mos e  I I  ( D o d son  an d  

H i l to n  20 04 :  2 43 ) .    

T h e  c iv i l  w a r  h ad  in v o lv ed  n a t i v e  E g yp t i an s  t u rn in g  aga in s t  t he  

m an y f o r e i gn  m er cen a r i e s ,  i n c lu d in g  G r eeks  amo n gs t  t h e i r  

n um b er ,  t h a t  w er e  in  t h e  a rm y.   Ah mo se  a t t em pt ed  t o  s e t t l e  

m at t e r s  b y d ec l a r i ng  s p ec i f i c  t r ad i n g  r i gh t s  and  p r iv i l ege s  fo r  

f o r e i gn e rs  s e t t l ed  in  N au kr a t i s  i n  t h e  D e l t a ,  m ak i n g  i t  a  f r e e  

zo n e  f o r  Gr eek  t r ade .   Th i s  caus ed  th e  c i t y  t o  b ecom e v ery  

H e l l en i s ed  and ,  no  d o ub t ,  a i d ed  Al ex an d e r ’ s  l a t e r  co nq u es t  o f  

E g yp t  ( C l a yt o n  19 94 :  19 7 ) .  

T h e  l a t t e r  yea r s  o f  A h mos e ’ s  r e i gn  w er e  con ce rn ed  wi t h  th e  r i s e  

o f  t he  P e rs i ans ,  w ho  as  a  n ew  p o wer  in  t h e  Mid d l e  E as t  w e r e  

s lo wl y ad v anc in g  to w ard s  E g yp t ’ s  bo rd e r s .   Wi th i n  a  f ew yea r s  

o f  s u cceed i n g  to  t he  th ro n e ,  P s amt i k  I I I  w as  d e f ea t ed  b y t h em a t  

P e l us ium ;  he  f l ed  to  M emp hi s ,  bu t  w as  cap t u r ed   and  t aken  t o  

S us a ,  t h e  P e rs i an  cap i t a l ,  wh e r e  h e  w as  i n i t i a l l y  a l l o w ed  t o  l i v e  

b u t ,  w hen  d i s co ve red  p lo t t i n g  aga i ns t  t h e  P e rs i an s ,  w as  pu t  t o  

d ea th  ( D od so n  an d  H i l to n  20 04 :  2 43 ) .  

1 1 .3  Th e  Pers i an  Ph a raoh s  

T h e  su cces s  o f  C am b ys es ,  t h e  P e rs i an  k in g ,  r esu l t ed  i n  E g yp t ’ s  

i n co rp o r a t i on  i n to  th e  P e rs i an  Em pi r e ;  f r om  t h e  ou t s e t  t h e  

P e rs i an  k i n gs  t oo k  t h e  ro l e  o f  p h a r ao hs ,  and  i nd eed  C am bys es  

h a d  an  E g yp t i an  t i t u l a r y co m po sed  f o r  h i m ( Ll o yd  1 98 2 :  1 6 6-

1 8 0) .    Th i s  t i t u l a r y  o ccu r s  a s  p a r t  o f  an  i ns c r i p t i on  o n  a  s t a tu e  

o f  an  o f f i c i a l  n am ed  Ud jaho r r es n e t ,  wh o  app ea rs  t o  h av e  s e r v ed  
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u n de r  b o t h  C am b ys es  an d  h i s  s u ccess o r ,  Da r ius .   In  t he  

i n s c r i p t i on ,  w h i ch  i s  con ce rn ed  wi t h  th e  ex pu l s i on  o f  f o re i gn e rs  

f r om  t h e  t empl e  com pl ex  o f  t he  god d es s  N e i th  a t  S a i s ,  Cam b ys es  

i s  d es c r i bed  a s  Hm n nsw-bity Kmbtt,  ‘ t h e  Ma je s t y  o f  t h e  K ing  o f  

U p p er  a nd  Low er  Eg yp t  Cambyses ’ .   Th e  t ex t  c l a ims  t h a t  s om e  

o f  t he  r e l i g i ous  ac t i v i t i e s  d es c r i b ed  we r e  m ot i v a t ed :  m wd n Hm.f 

‘ a t  t h e  com m an d  o f  H i s  M aj es t y’ .   T h i s  wo u ld  a l l  ap p ear  t o  

i nd i ca t e  t h a t  t h e  n a t iv e  E g yp t i ans  h ad  accep t ed  th e  Pe r s i an  

co nq u es t  an d  no w  rega r d ed  th e  P er s i an  k i n gs  a s  l eg i t im ate  

p h a r ao hs .   H ow ev er ,  a s  Ll o yd  p o in t s  o u t  (1 98 2 :  17 6 ) ,  t he r e  a r e  

t w o  pa r t s  i n  t he  i n sc r ip t i on  w h er e  Ud jah o r re sn e t  m a y h ave  

a l l o w ed  h i s  t r u e  f ee l i n gs  to  s ho w.   In  l i n es  3 3  and  3 4  h e  s t a t es :  

‘ I  was  a  man  good  i n  h i s  c i t y ,  sav i ng  i t s  p eop l e  f r om  mons t rou s  

ca ta c l y sm  ( n sn )  when  i t  h ap p en ed  in  t h e  en t i r e  l a nd ,  t h e  l i k e  o f  

which  had  no t  happened  in  t h i s  l and . ’  

C on t in u i n g  th i s  t h em e ,  l i n e s  40  to  4 2  s t a t e :  

‘ I  d id  f o r  t h em  ever y th i ng  bene f i c i a l  a s  a  f a ther  wou ld  have  done  

f o r  h i s  so n ,  w hen  th e  ca ta c l y sm  ( n sn )  b e f e l l  i n  t h i s  n o m e  i n  t h e  

m i ds t  o f  t h e  mo ns t ro us  ca ta c l y sm  w hi ch  ha pp en ed  in  t h e  en t i r e  

l and . ’  

T h e  us e  o f  t h e  t e rm ns n  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  a s  i t  un do ub t ed l y h a s  

S e t h i an  i mpl i ca t io ns ,  o f t en  b e in g  t r ans l a t ed  a s  r age ,  madnes s  o r  

s to rm ,  f r eq u en t l y w i t h  a  f i gu re  o f  S e t h  as  i t s  d e t e rmi n a t iv e .   

L l o yd  s u gges t s  ( 198 2 :  1 77 )  t h a t  he r e  t h e  P e rs i an  in vas i on  i s  

b e in g  d ep i c t ed   a s  an  e ru p t i on  in to  E gyp t  o f  ch ao t i c  f o r ce s  wh i ch  

w e r e  b e l i ev ed  t o  pos e  a  con s t an t  t h rea t  t o  t he  p r e se r v a t i on  o f  t h e  

o r d e red  un iv e rs e ,  an d  w hi ch  w er e  a l wa ys  p e r so n i f i ed  a s  

f o l lo w ers  o f  S e th .     

L l o yd  a l s o  su gges t s  t h a t  w h a t  w e  a r e  s ee i n g  he r e  i s  t ha t  i n i t i a l l y ,  

c e r t a i n l y b y U d j aho r r es n e t ,  C am b ys es  w as  s een  a s  a :                

w r  ‘3  n  h 3s t  nb ( t ) ,  ‘The  Grea t  Ch i e f  o f  Every  Fore ign  Land ’ ,  an d  

a s  s u ch ,  w as  an  e n em y o f  E g yp t  po t en t i a l l y  en d o w ed  wi t h  th e  

r o l e  o f  S e t h ,  b u t  t ha t  h e  i s  ab l e  t o  t h ro w  o f f  t h a t  ro l e  and  

b ecom e th e  ‘Grea t  Ru l e r  o f  Egyp t ’ ,  t hu s  a s s umi n g  t he  ro l e  o f  

H o r us  ( Ll o yd  1 9 82 :  1 77 ) .   W h eth e r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  E g yp t i an  

p o pu l ace  w e r e  p repa r ed  to  t ake  t h i s  cou r s e  o f  a ccep t an ce  i s ,  o f  

co u rs e ,  deb a t ab l e ,  an d  on e  can  o n l y a s su m e t h a t  m an y o f  t h em  

w o ul d  hav e  s t i l l  v i ew ed  th e  P e rs i ans  as  h a t ed  f o r e i gn  in vad e r s  

w h ich  w ou l d  r e su l t  i n  t he  s ub s eq u en t  b ack l as h  aga in s t  S e t h .   

C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  p e r io d  i s  m a rk ed  b y a  n um b er  o f  r ev o l t s  aga i n s t  
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t h e  P e rs i an s  b y n a t i v e  E g yp t i an s  ( Do ds on  an d  Hi l to n  20 04 :  24 8 -

2 4 9) .   F ro m 40 4  t o  3 4 3  B .C . E .  t h r ee  na t i v e  D yn as t i es  ( t he  28
t h

,  

2 9
t h

 and  3 0
t h

)  ru l ed  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  n a t i ve  ph a r ao h ,  N ec t an eb o  I I ,  

w as  o nce  m or e  d e f ea t ed  b y t h e  P e rs i ans ,  w ho  r u l ed  fo r  1 0  yea r s  

u n t i l  E g yp t  b ecam e p a r t  o f  t h e  Em pi r e  o f  Al ex an d er  t he  G r ea t .  

1 1 .4   Su mma ry  

T hi s  p e r io d  s aw  a  re t u r n  to  s t ab i l i t y  an d  o l d  r e l i g i ou s  v a l u es .   In  

t h e  p r eced in g  yea r s  o f  t h e  T h i rd  In t e rm ed i a t e  P er io d  t h e  i d ea  o f  

E g yp t  a s  a  un i f i ed  k in gd om  h ad  been  s ev e re l y e r o d ed  due  to  s u ch  

f ac to r s  as  t h e  po w er  o f  t h e  Am un  p r i e s t ho od  i n  Th ebes ,  t he  

Li b yan  an d  Nu b i an  d yn as t i e s  and  th e  ev en t u a l  con qu es t  by  t h e  

A s s yr i an s  ( Ll o yd  2 0 0 0 a :  37 1 ) .   Fo l l ow i n g  th e  reun i f i c a t i on  

u n de r  Ps am t i k  a  r e tu r n  to  r e l i g io us  v a lu e s  w as  p r omi n en t  

am on gs t  h i s  d es i red  a im s .   A s  pa r t  o f  t h i s  a im  t h e  Boo k  o f  t h e  

D ead  sp e l l s  we r e  mu ch  mo r e  r i go r ou s ly  d e f i n ed  i n  t h e i r  

s equ en ce .   In t e r e s t in g l y ,  a s  w e  h av e  s een ,  t h i s  d i d  no t  i n c l ud e  

ex pu n g in g  t h e  mo r e  po s i t i v e  and  n eu t r a l  sp e l l s  t ha t  r e f e r r ed  to  

S e t h .   H ow ev er ,  t he r e  i s  a  b ack l as h  aga i n s t  Se th  w h e r e  h i s  

a s so c i a t io n  wi th  th i n gs  f o r e i gn  i s  s een  as  a  b ad  th in g  i n  t h e  

co n t ex t  o f  t h e  A ss yr i an  i nv as io n .   Th e  su bs equ en t  Pe r s i an  

i nv as io n  d i d  no t  he l p  th i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  an d  f r om th i s  t im e  

o n w ar ds ,  c e r t a i n l y w i t h i n  t h e  Ni l e  v a l l e y ,  S e th  w as  d em on i s ed .      
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1 2 .  T HE GR AE CO - R O MA N  PE R IO D 3 32  –  3 0  B .C .E .  

1 2 .1  In t rod uc t i on  

S et h  du r i n g  t h i s  p e r i od  w as  fo r  t he  m os t  p a r t  s t i l l  v i ew ed  a s  t h e  

go d  as so c i a t ed  w i th  fo r e i gn  t h in gs  and  as  we  h av e  s een  in  t h e  

La t e  P e r i od  ( s ee  abo v e ,  C h ap t e r  1 1 ) ,  he  su f f e r ed  f r om th i s  

a s so c i a t io n .   Th e  Eg yp t i an s  p r o b ab l y t h o u gh t  t h a t  S e t h  had  on ce  

aga i n  s i d ed  w i th  t he  f o re i gn er s  i n  p e rm i t t i n g  t h e  P e rs i ans  n o t  

o n l y t o  i n v ad e  th e  co un t r y b u t  a l so  t o  p lu nd e r  t h e  t em pl es  ( Ll o yd  

2 0 00 a :  3 90 ) ;  i t  was  a s  t h ou gh  h e  h ad  pu t  t h e  f o re i gn er s ’  de s i r e s  

f i r s t  r a t he r  t han  tho s e  o f  E g yp t .   Th i s  i s  r e f l e c t ed  in  h i s  

r ep r es en t a t i on  i n  co n t em po r a r y  p ap yr i ,  fo r  ex am pl e ,  i n  Pap yr u s  

J um i lh ac ,  wh e r e  Se t h  i s  p o r t r a yed  a s  t h e  en em y o f  A nu b i s ,  t h e  

m ai n  ch a rac t e r  i n  t h i s  p ap yr u s .  T h e  r e l i e f s  up on  t he  w a l l s  o f  t he  

t em pl e  a t  Ed f u  a l so  sh o w S e t h  a s  t h e  en em y o f  H o rus  an d  p o r t r ay 

t h e  s t ru gg l e  b e tw een  t h e  t w o  go ds  an d  t h e  su bs eq u en t  v i c to r y o f  

H o r us .   I t  a l l  s e ems  a  f a r  c r y f r om  t h e  d ays  w h e n  Se th  w as  s een  

a s  t he  de f end e r  o f  R e  aga i ns t  Ap op h i s  i n  t he  s ac r ed  b a r qu e .    

A l ex and e r  t h e  G r ea t  en t e r ed  E g yp t  i n  3 3 2  B .C . E .  H e  w as  l oo k ed  

u p on  a s  a  d iv i n e  s av io u r  b y t h e  E g y p t i an s  and  as  su ch  h ad  

h im se l f  co n f i rm ed  a s  t he  s on  o f  t he  go d  a t  t h e  o r ac l e  o f  A m un  in  

t h e  O as i s  o f  S iw a .   T h i s  was  an  a s tu t e  p i ece  o f  w or k  b y 

A l ex and e r  a s  h e  r eco gn i s ed  t h a t  a  l eg i t im at e  p h ar aoh  n eed ed  tw o  

f a th e r s :  a  d iv i n e  one  ( Am un )  and  a  r e a l  o n e  –  a  r e i gn in g  k in g  

w h o  a l so  fu l f i l l ed  th e s e  con d i t i on s .   Co ns equ en t l y A l ex and e r  

m ad e  i t  kn ow n th a t  h i s  mot h er ,  O l ym p i a ,  h ad  s l ep t  wi th  

N ec t an ebo  in  t h e  gu i s e  o f  Am un  a f t e r  h e  h ad  b een  d r i v en  o u t  b y 

t h e  P e rs i an s  an d  accep ted  a t  t h e  M aced o n i an  co ur t  a s  a  mag i c i an  

( A ss m an n  19 96 :  3 77 - 37 8 ) .   H e  no w pos s es sed  a  d iv i n e  f a th e r  

( A mu n ) ,  a  r e a l  f a t he r  (P h i l i p  I I  o f  M aced on ia )  an d  a  f a the r  

( N ec tan eb o  I I  o f  Eg yp t )  t o  l eg i t im i s e  h i s  c l a im  t o  t h e  th ro n e  o f  

E g yp t .    C r o wn ed  a t  M em ph i s ,  Al ex and e r  t h en  jo u r n eyed  t o  

T h eb es  to  h av e  h i s  a cce ss io n  app ro v ed  b y A m un .   T ho u gh  

A l ex and e r  w as  no t  i n  E g yp t  fo r  an y g r ea t  l en g t h  o f  t i m e ,  h e  d id  

f o un d  Al ex an dr i a  an d  o rd e r ed  t h a t  t h e  t emp l es  d ev as t a t ed  b y t h e  

P e rs i ans  b e  rebu i l t  ( Ll o yd  2 0 0 0b :  39 5 -3 9 6) .  

Fo l l ow in g  Al ex an de r ’ s  d ea th  i n  32 3  B . C . E . ,  E g yp t  w as  t ak en  

o v e r  b y h i s  gen e r a l  P to l em y,  w h o  w as  c r o wn ed  a s  P to l emy S o t e r  

i n  30 5  B .C .E .   He  t r i ed  t o  ens u r e  t he  lo ya l t y o f  t h e  n a t i ve  

E g yp t i an  p op u l a t i on  b y s e t t i n g  h im s e l f  wi th i n  th e i r  an c i en t  

r e l i g i ous  t r ad i t i on s  ( E l l i s  1 99 2 :  11 )  and  h i s  h e i r s  m a in t a in ed  th i s  

s t an ce  wi th  ex t ens iv e  t em pl e  b u i l d in g ,  f o r  ex ampl e  a t  E dfu ,  
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D en d er ah  and  K om  O m bo .   N ev er th e l es s  t h e  P to l emi es  

m ai n t a i n ed  a  s t ro ng  G r eek  id en t i t y ,  a lw a ys  ad op t i n g  G r eek  

n am es  and  t i t l e s ,  an d  n on e  o f  t h em  s po k e  E g yp t i an  wi t h  t h e  

ex cep t i on  o f  t h e  l a s t  r u l e r ,  C l eo p a t r a  V I I  ( P eaco ck  2 00 0 :  4 22 ) .    

P r i o r  t o  Al ex an d er ’ s  co nq u es t  t h e r e  h ad  been  G r eek s  p r e sen t  i n  

E g yp t ,  e i t h e r  a s  m em b er s  o f  t h e  mi l i t a r y o r  a s  t r ad e rs ,  l i v i n g  

m ai n l y i n  N auk r a t i s  o r  i n  M emp hi s ,  bu t  t h es e  Gr eeks  o n ly  

n um b er ed  so me  t hou s an ds  a t  mo s t ,  an d  w e r e  a l w a ys  aw ar e  th a t  

t h ey w e r e  l i v in g  in  a  fo r e i gn  l an d  ( Bow m an  1 98 6 :  2 2 ) .   

A l ex and e r ’ s  co nq ues t  ch an ged  a l l  t h a t  and  o p en ed  up  E g yp t  t o  

m an y m o r e  emi gr an t  Gr eeks ,  wh o  to ok  u p  o f f i c i a l  po s i t i on s ;  a  

r e l a t i v e l y s m al l  n um b er  o f  n a t iv e  E g yp t i an s  cou ld  a l s o  as p i r e  t o  

go v e r nm en t  c a r ee r s  u nd e r  t h i s  n ew  r egi me ,  p ro v i d e d  th a t  t h ey 

w e r e  com p et en t  i n  t h e  G r eek  l an gu age  ( Bo wm an  1 98 6 :  6 1 ) .  

H o w ev e r ,  t h e  ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  n a t iv e  pop u l ace ,  wh o  cou l d  n o t  

u n de r s t an d  G r eek ,  w e r e  l e f t  t o  t h e i r  ow n  d ev i ces  ( Lew i s  1 9 86 :  8 -

9 ) .   B y e s t ab l i s h ing  A l ex and r i a  o n  the  M ed i t e r r an ean  coas t ,  

A l ex and e r  emp h as i s ed  th a t  E g yp t  w as  n o w p ar t  o f  t h e  G r eek  

w o r l d  and  es t ab l i shed  a  G r eek  co un t e rp a r t  t o  t h e  r i v a l  M em ph i s ,  

t h e  E g yp t i an  cap i t a l  fo r  so  m an y y ea r s  p r ev i o us l y ( Lew i s  1 9 86 :  

9 ) .   F ro m t h e  ea r l y d a ys  o f  t h e  P t o l emie s ,  p r es e rv a t io n  o f  t h e  

t r ad i t i on a l  i n s t i t u t io ns  o f  E g yp t i an  r e l i g i on  w as  a  f un d amen t a l  

r eq u i r em en t  ( Bow man  1 98 6 :  1 69 ) .   M an y o f  t h e  g r ea t  t emp l es  i n  

E g yp t  t h a t  a r e  no w  o n  a  m od e rn  v i s i t o r ’ s  i t i n e r a r y w e r e  

ex t ens iv e l y em b el l i s h ed  o r  i n d eed  co ns t ru c t ed  du r i n g  th i s  

G r aeco -Ro man  p e r io d .    

1 2 .2  Papy ru s  Ju mi lh a c  

T o  th e  E g yp t i ans  t h e i r  n a t iv e  cu l tu r e  s eem ed  to  b e  u nd e r  t h r ea t  

an d  th i s  w as  r e f l e c t ed  i n  an  in c r eas i ng  r ew r i t i n g  f r om  the  Sa i t e  

P e r i od  o nw ar ds  o f  S e t h ’ s  r o l e  i n  t he  m u rd e r  o f  Os i r i s  (G u nn  an d  

G a r d i n er  1 91 8 :  4 5 ;  T e  V el d e  19 69 :  143 - 14 4 ) .   Th i s  a r t i cu l a t e d  a  

n a t io n a l i s t i c  r eac t io n  to  t he  fo r e i gn  ru l e  o f  t h e  P er s i ans ,  t h e  

G r eeks  an d  even t u a l l y  t h e  Ro m an s  ( Ass m an n  20 01 :  3 67 ) .   A n  

ex ampl e  o f  t h i s  c an  b e  s een  in  P ap yr u s  J u mi l h ac  ( F i gu r e :  2 3 ) ,  

w h ich  d a t es  f rom  th e  ea r l y P t o l em ai c  e r a  ( ap p rox  30 0  B .C .E . ) .   

T h i s  p ap yr u s  w as  acq u i r ed  b y t h e  Lo uv r e  in  19 45  f r om Co u n t  

O d e t  d e  J umi lh ac  ( J ames  19 62 :  17 7 ) .   T h i s  t ex t  f r om  th e  

e i gh t e en t h  nom e  o f  U pp e r  E g yp t ,  t h e  P r e f ec tu r e  o f  t h e  J ack a l ,  i s  

c l a i m ed  to  b e  a  r ewr i t i n g  b y p r i e s t s  o f  d ocum ent s  d a t in g  t o  t h e  

O l d  Ki n gdom  t h a t  h ad  b een  ea t en  b y w o rm s  and  mi ce !   T h a t  s a i d ,  

t h e  s t yl e  o f  wr i t i n g  i s  d e f i n i t e l y o f  t h e  P to l em ai c  p e r io d  so  

w h et h e r  t h e  c l a im  i s  t r ue  o r  w as  an  a t t em pt  a t  ‘ au th en t i c i t y’  i s  
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d eb a t ab l e .   Mu ch  o f  t h e  t ex t  n o t  s u r p r i s in g l y d ea l s  wi t h  A n ub i s  

( K a y 2 0 07 :  97 ) ,  a s  h e  i s  t h e  l o ca l  god ,  b u t  t h e  p ap yr u s  a l s o  d ea l s  

w i t h  a t t emp t s  b y Se t h  and  h i s  f o l l ow er s  t o  de s t ro y o r  d esp o i l  t h e  

b o d y o f  Os i r i s  (P inch  2 00 2 :  8 0 ) .   A l t ho u gh  i t  d i f f e r s  f r om  t he  

‘C ont end i n gs  o f  H or us  a nd  S e th ’  a s  w r i t t en  d ow n in  t he  Ch es t e r -

Bea t t y p ap yr u s  some  p a ra l l e l s  c an  b e  d r aw n  b e t w een  th e  tw o .   A  

n um b er  o f  t he  s to r i e s  co n t a i n ed  w i th in  P .  J umi l h ac  a r e  

co n cer n ed  wi t h  t h e  ‘ E yes  o f  H o rus ’ ,  wh i ch  w e r e  d am aged  ( a s  

w er e  S e t h ’ s  t e s t i c l e s )  d u r in g  th e  b a t t l e s  r ecou n t ed  i n  t h e  

C h es t e r - Bea t t y  P apyr u s .   Fu r t h e r  s to r i e s ,  a s  w e  sh a l l  s ee  b e lo w ,  

ex po s e  S e th ’ s  s ex ua l i t y  t o  r i d i cu l e :  i n  o ne ,  h e  i s  l i ken ed  t o  Bab a  

( s ee  b e l ow  fo r  d es c r i p t i on )  and  i n  ano th e r  h e  i s  p o r t r ayed  a s  

h im se l f ,  l u s t i n g  a f t e r  Is i s .    

T h e  p ap yr u s  b egi ns  w i th  t he  ‘M yt h  o f  t h e  Ho r us  ch es t s ’  (V an d i e r  

1 9 61 :  7 3 -7 4) :  f i r s t ,  t h e  ex ac t  p os i t i o n  o f  t he  ch es t s  i s  g iven -  

t h ey a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s ou th  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  H ou t - N es ou t ,  i n  

e a s t e r n  G eb e l ,  no r th - ea s t  o f  P e r - Ben en .   Th e  ch es t s  a r e  s t o l en  b y 

S et h ’s  m en  b ecau s e  th e y co n t a in  th e  ‘E yes  o f  H o ru s ’  ( t he  w edj a t  

e ye s ) ;  S e th  th en  p er s on a l l y p u t s  t h em i n  th e  mo un ta in  and  t u rn s  

h im se l f  i n t o  a  c r o co d i l e ,  an  an im a l  as s o c i a t ed  wi t h  Se th  ( T e  

V e ld e  1 96 7 :  2 6 ) ,  an d  in s t a l l s  h im s e l f  i n  a  h ou s e  wh ich  in  t h e  

t ex t  i s  ca l l ed  P e r - Ben en .    

A n ub i s  l e a r ns  o f  Se t h ’ s  c r i m e  an d  d ec i d es  t o  r ecov e r  t h e  ch es t s .   

T o  b e t t e r  a ch i ev e  th i s  a im ,  h e  t u rn s  h im s e l f  i n t o  a  w in ged  

s e r p en t .   H i s  w in gs  and  h and s  a r e  a rmed  wi t h  kn i v es  an d  f r om  

h i s  b od y l e ap  s ix  se r p en t s ,  t h r ee  on  each  s i d e ,  wh o  t h r ow  f l am es  

a l l  a ro un d  h im .   In  t h i s  gu i s e  h e  es t ab l i sh e s  h im se l f  up on  a  h i l l ,  

c a l l ed  th e  “ h i l l  o f  t h e  s e r pen t ” .   H e  s ucceed s  i n  r e - cap t u r i n g  t he  

ch es t s  b y n i gh t  wi th o u t  h av i n g  t o  f i gh t  S e t h .   Wi th  th e  kn iv e s  h e  

cau s es  t h e  ch es t s  t o  j um p an d  h e  r emo v e s  t h e  w edja t  e ye s ,  

p u t t i n g  each  on e  in t o  a  w ov en  ca sk e t  w i t h  a  p ap yr u s  and  t h en  h e  

f l e es  an d  bu r i e s  t hem  n or th  o f  t h i s  p l ace  (p r e s um ab l y P er -

Ben en ) .  

A n ub i s  t h en  r e t u r n s  t o  P e r - Ben en  and  S e t h  a t t a ck s  h im;  tw o  o f  

t h e  se r p en t s  t h a t  s p r an g  f ro m An ub i s ’ s  b od y p u t  o u t  t h e  eyes  o f  

t h e  c ro cod i l e  ( t h e  p ap yr u s  l ab e l s  t h i s  ‘ a  j u s t  pun i shmen t  f o r  t he  

c r im e  t ha t  S e t h  ha s  co mm i t t ed  ag a in s t  t h e  eye s  o f  Horus ’ ) .   Th e  

s e r p en t s  t h en  d e s t ro y P e r - Ben en .  
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F i gu r e  2 3 :  Pap yr u s  J u mi l h ac  ( f r om  Van d i e r  1 96 1 :  P l a t e  XI ) .  
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T h e  s t o r y co n t in u es  (V and i e r  1 96 1 :  75 )  wi t h  An ub i s  aga i n  

en cou n t e r i n g  S e th  an d  h i s  a l l i e s ,  t h i s  t im e  a t  Le t o po l i s .   A n ub i s  

i s  on ce  aga i n  t r ans f o rm ed  in t o  a  g r ea t  s e rp en t  p r ec i s e l y n am ed  in  

t h e  t ex t  a s  “ Ben en ” .   T ho t h  su pp o r t i n g  A nu b i s  u t t e r s  t h e  w o r ds :  

“B en en  co m es  a ga in s t  yo u ,  i n  h i s  m an i f e s t a t i on  a s  K h en t i kh em  

( t he  go d  o f  Le t o po l i s ) ,  a nd  h e  wi l l  p r eva i l  aga ins t  you .”   T h i s  

o ccu rs  and  An ub i s  r e tu r ns  w i t h  t h e  t wo  ch es t s  t o  t h e  18
t h

 n om e.   

T h e  t ex t  co n t i nu es :  “Anub i s  p laced  t he  two  ches t s  i n  t h i s  

moun ta i n ,  and  f rom then  on  th ey  a r e  known  as  ‘ t h e  ches t s  o f  

Horus ’” .  

Is i s  no w  v i s i t s  t h e  ch e s t s ,  a cc omp an i ed  b y H o r us ,  h e r e  s om ewh a t  

co n fu s in g l y r e f e r r ed  t o  a s  Ho r us - An ub i s  i n  sp i t e  o f  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  

A n ub i s  h as  re s cu ed  th e  t wo  ‘E yes  o f  Ho r us ’ .   Su bs eq u en t ly  o n l y 

H o r us  i s  r e f e r r ed  to  an d  a s  V an d i e r  s t a t es :  “such  con t rad i c t ions  

n ever  seem  to  w orry  th e  A n c i en t  Egyp t i an s .”  (V and ie r  1 96 1 :  7 6 ) .    

D e r ch a in  i n  h i s  pape r  on  t he  p os s i b l e  au th o r s h ip  o f  t h e  p ap yr u s  

s u gges t s  t h a t  t h e  au th o r  h ad  in t e r w ove n  d i f f e r en t  l egen ds  i n  

o r d e r  t o  s t r en g t hen  A nu b i s ’ s  ro l e  i n  t h e s e  m at t e r s  (1 99 0 :  2 1 )  and  

t wi nn in g  h im  w i th  H o r us  m ay h av e  h e l p ed  ach i ev e  t h i s  a im ;  

a l t e r n a t i v e l y t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t h e  tw in n ing  o f  t h e  t w o  de i t i e s  o n l y 

o ccu rs  o nce  co u ld  in d i ca t e  a  cop yi n g  e r r o r  b y t h e  au th o r .    

O n  a r r iv i n g  wh e r e  A n ub i s  h a d  p l aced  t h e  ches t s ,  I s i s  an d  H o rus  

o bs e r v e  t h a t  t h e  eyes  h a v e  cau s ed  a  v in e ya r d  to  s p r in g  up .   I s i s  

r eq u es t s  t h a t  H o ru s  c r ea t e  a  s an c t ua r y n ea r  t h i s  s po t ,  so  t h a t  t h e  

w edja t  e ye s  c ou ld  b e  w a t ch ed  ov e r .  

T h e  n ex t  f ew pages  o f  P ap yr u s  J u mi l hac  a r e  con ce rn ed  wi th  a  

l a r ge  n um b er  o f  m yt hs  t ha t  r e f e r  t o  Anu b i s  ( V an d i e r  19 61 :  8 8 -

9 1 ) .  T h e  s ix th  o f  t he s e  m yt h s  con ce rn s  T ho t h  and  Bab a ,  t h e  

l a t t e r  w as  a  god  o f  t h e  e r ec t  ph a l lu s ,  he  w as  i d en t i f i ed  as  a  

d an ge r ou s  go d  wh o  mu r de r ed  on  s i gh t ,  t h i s  h os t i l e  a s p ec t  l ed  to  

h im  b e i n g  i den t i f i ed  wi t h  S e th  ( H a r t  19 8 6 :  52 ) ,   a  v i ew  a l s o  

ex p r es s ed  b y M an e t ho  (1 94 0 :  18 8 -1 91) .  Vand i e r  i n  t h i s  

p a r t i cu l a r  m yt h  a l so  i d en t i f i e s  Bab a  as  j u s t  an o t h er  

m an i f es t a t i o n  o f  S e t h  ( 19 61 :  9 3 ) .  T hu s  th i s  m yt h  i s  j u s t  an o t h er  

v e r s io n  o f  t h e  con t i nu a l  s t r u gg l e  t h a t  w as  su pp os ed l y o ccu r r i n g  

i n  t h e  18
t h

 n om e  b e t w een  S e t h  an d  h i s  s up po r t e r s  and  th ose  o f  

O s i r i s .   

T h e  m yt h  b eg in s  wi t h  an  un f l a t t e r in g  de s c r i p t i on  o f  Bab a ;  w h i l s t  

h e  i s  no rm al l y  d e s c r i bed  a s  a  r ed  do g ,  i n  t h i s  t ex t  h e  i s  s een  as  a  
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b abo on ,  t h e  s c r i be  i n s i s t i n g  up on  th i s  an im al ’ s  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c  

e ye s  an d  t e r r i f yi n g  lo ok .   T h e  cho i ce  o f  t he  co lo ur  r ed  i s  

s i gn i f i c an t  a s  i t  r ep r e s en t s  ev i l  (W i lk i ns on  1 99 4 :  1 06 -1 07 ;  

R e i b l e i n  20 11 :  33 ) .   Th e  b ab oo n  i s  mor e  no rm al l y a s s o c i a t ed  

w i t h  th e  go d  T ho t h  (Wi lk ins on  19 92 :  7 3 )  and  p e rh aps  t he  s c r ib e  

h e r e  i s  t ak in g  th e  f r eq u en t  f i gh t s  t h a t  t ak e  p l ace  be tw een  

m em b ers  o f  t h i s  spec i es  as  r ep r es en t a t i v e  o f  t h e  d i s pu t e  be t w een  

T h o th  an d  Bab a .   Th e  a l l eged  d i s co r d  b e tw een  Th o t h  an d  Bab a  

i n i t i a l l y  t ak es  p l ace  in  a  s t r i c t l y  l ega l i s t i c  m an n e r :  Th o t h  i s  t he  

a ccu se r ,  and  Bab a  th e  accus ed .   W hi l s t  t h e  com pl a i n t s  a r e  n o t  

m ad e  c l ea r  i n  t h e  pap yr u s ,  t h e y a r e  t o  b e  ex am in ed  b y R e  

a s s i s t ed  b y t h e  tw o  E nn ead s ,  p r es um ab l y n o t  i n c lu d in g  Se t h  i n  

t h e i r  nu mb er ,  wh ose  m emb ers  a r e  bo t h  w i tn e s s  and  j u r y.   T h e  

E n neads ,  en co ur aged  b y R e  t o  sp eak ,  r em ai n  s i l en t .   En co u r aged  

b y t h i s ,  Bab a  s e t s  o u t  t o  d i s c r ed i t  T ho th :   t h e  god  wo u ld  h av e  

ea t en  R e ’s  m ea l  and  s to l en  w h a t  b e lo nged  to  t h e  u n i v er s a l  

m as t e r .   Th i s  c aus es  t h e  j u r y t o  r e ac t  s t r on g l y,  an d  as  o n e  th e y 

d ec l a r e  Bab a ’s  wo rd s  t o  b e  l i e s .   Th o th  t hu s  c r i e s  ou t :  “O,  

g r ea t !  Go  fa r  away ,  because  you  ar e  in  t h e  wrong”  (V and i e r  

1 9 61 :  9 3 ) .   Th e  f i r s t  a c t  o f  t h i s  m yt h  en ds  wi t h  R e  d e l ive r in g  th e  

v e r d i c t  t h a t  Th o t h  i s  r i gh t ,  and  Bab a  wr o n g .  

T h e  s eco nd  ac t  i s  qu i t e  d i f f e ren t  an d  re s em bl e s  l i gh t  comed y.   

T h e  s t o r y s eek s  t o  s ho w  th e  l i b e r t i n e  a s p ec t s  o f  Bab a .   Th e  god  

i s  su rp r i s ed  b y T h o t h ,  s l e ep i n g  b y t h e  s id e  o f  a  wom an ,  a f t e r  

h av i n g  ab an do n ed  h im se l f  t o  t h e  p l eas u r es  o f  l o v e .   On  w ak i n g  

h e  r ea l i s e s  t h a t  T ho th ,  du e  to  h i s  m ag i c a l  p o wer s ,  h a s  r en d e r ed  

h im  im po t en t .   Wi tn e ss e s  t o  t h i s  s cene  a r e  R e  an d  th e  mem b er s  

o f  t he  Tw o En n eads ,  w hom  Th o th  h ad  en su r ed  t o  c a l l  b e fo r e  

p e r f o r min g  h i s  m ag i c  t r i ck  (V and i e r  19 6 1 :  94 ) .  

Bab a ,  a s  on e  w ou ld  ex p ec t ,  r e ac t s  fu r io us l y t o  h i s  p r ed i cam en t  

an d  t ak es  u p  a rm s  an d  m ar ch es  aga i ns t  T ho th ,  bu t  a s  Vand i e r  

( 1 96 1 :  9 4 )  p u t s  i t :  “Wh a t  ca n  br u t e  f o r ce  d o  ag a i ns t  m ag i c  

power?”    T ho th  u t t e r ed  s om e s ec r e t  sp e l l ,  an d  Bab a ,  a t  t h e  v e r y 

m om en t  t h a t  h e  w as  go i n g  t o  s t r i k e  h i s  en em y,  s ud d en l y t u rn ed  

h i s  w eapo n  aga in s t  h i s  ow n  h ead .   T h e  E nn ead ,  s t i l l  p r es en t ,  

co mm en t  l i k e  an  anc i en t  cho r us  i n  an  A t hen i an  t r aged y,  o n  th e  

s u rp r i s i n g  tu r n  o f  ev en t s  i n  t h e  f i gh t .   “Hi s  weapon  i s  aga ins t  

h imse l f ,”  t h e y c r y.  

T h e  s t o r y en d s ,  a s  i t  began ,  wi th  a  j udgem ent :  R e  ab and on s  Bab a  

t o  Th o t h  and  th e  l a t t e r  s ac r i f i c es  h im  ( M ann i ch e  19 87 :  10 5 -1 06 ) .   

W e con c l ud e  t ha t  Bab a  i s  no t  d ead  an d  th e  m yt h  en ds  w i th  t h e  

s en t en ce :  “K no w t he  m ean i ng  o f  t h e  r ed  do g:  i t  i s  Ba ba ,  an d  
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Baba  i s  Nebed j .”   N ebed j  i s  a  w e l l  kno w n n am e f o r  S e t h  ( K ees  

1 9 24 :   69 - 79 ) ,  wh ich  p r ov es ,  i n  t h i s  m yt h  a t  l e as t ,  t h a t  Bab a  an d  

S e t h  sh ou ld  b e  id en t i f i ed  as  o n e  and  th e  s am e  god ,  a s  V an d i e r  

h a s  su gges t ed .  

A f t e r  m o re  m yt h s  co n ce rn ed  s o l e l y w i th  An ub i s ,  t h e  p ap yr u s  

t h en  co ns i d er s  t h e  m yt h  o f  ‘A nu b i s  and  Dj es e r t ep  op po s in g  th e  

c r im in a l  d o i n gs  o f  S et h  and  D emib ’  (V an d i e r  19 61 :  1 03 -1 0 5) .   

T h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s to r y co n f in e s  t he  ac t io n  to  an  un d er l i n g ,  

D emi b ,  ch i e f  amo ngs t  S e t h ’ s  comp an io ns .   D emi b  h as  b ee n  

ch a r ged  b y S e t h  wi t h  a  s ec r e t  mi s s i on ,  w h i ch  wo u ld  l e ad  h im  

i n t o  t h e  c r yp t ,  wh er e  p ro bab l y an  Os i r i an  r e l i c  mi gh t  b e  fo u nd .   

A l e r t ed  b y D j e s e r t ep ,  w ho s e  j ob  was  to  keep  an  e ye  o n  Demi b ,  

Im ak h o u em ank h ,  l ead e r  o f  O s i r i s ’  p ro t ec t i n g  gen i es ,  t ak es  h o l d  

o f  De mi b  an d  cu t s  h i s  h ead  o f f .   S e th  t h en  in t e r v en es  h im s e l f ,  

an d  t ak i n g  t h e  fo rm o f  A nu b i s ,  h e  sea rch es  f o r  h i s  su bo r d i n a t e ;  

o n  f a i l i n g  to  f i n d  h i m he  fu l f i l s  t h e  m i s s i on  h i ms e l f  an d  m an ages  

t o  s t e a l  t h e  ht-m-h ftjw o f  t h e  d i v in e  b ody.   V an d i e r  b e l i ev es  t h a t  

t h i s  obs cu r e  ph r as e  p ro b ab l y m ean t  e i t h e r  cu l t  ob j ec t s  usu a l l y 

f o un d  in  f r on t  o f  t he  go d ,  o r  l i t t l e  s t a tu e s  o f  bo un d  enemies ,  

m ad e  acco r d in g  to  a  m agi c  fo rm ul a .   T h i s  l a t t e r  su gges t io n  cou ld  

ex p l a i n  w h y S e th  wan t ed  to  ge t  ho l d  o f  t h em ,  to  b r eak  the  m agi c  

c i r c l e  t h e y c r ea t ed  r o un d  h im  (V and i e r  1 96 1 :  10 3 -1 04 ) .   Th e  

s to r y co n t i n ues :  S e t h  i s  f l e e in g  wi t h  th e  ht-m-h ftjw s o  An ub i s  an d  

T h o th  o n ce  m o r e  un i t e ,  Th o th  u s i n g  mag i c  s p e l l s  t h ro w s  S e t h  to  

t h e  ea r t h  an d  th e r e  A n ub i s  t i e s  h i s  a r m s  an d  l egs  an d  S e th  

b ecom es  Osi r i s ’  cha i r .   I s i s  n o w j o i ns  i n  b y t e a r i n g  h i s  back  

w i t h  h e r  t e e t h  and  R e  l en ds  h i s  au t ho r i t y  t o  t h e  dec i s i on  a l r ead y 

t ak en  b y d ec l a r in g  t h a t  f r om no w  o n  Se t h  sh ou l d  s e rv e  a s  O s i r i s ’  

s ea t .    H ow ev e r ,  t h i s  i s  no t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s t o r y a s  S e th  su cceeds  

i n  f l e e i n g  t o  t h e  r eg i o n  o f  t h e  G eb e l ,  w h ich ,  a cco rd in g  to  t h e  

s to r y,  i s  t o  t h e  eas t  o f  t h e  “ ca s t l e  o f  hu mo u rs ” .  

A f t e r  f l e e i n g ,  S e t h  t r an s fo rm s  h im s e l f  i n t o  a  p an th e r ,  b u t  A n ub i s  

m an ages  t o  ge t  ho ld  o f  h im and  T ho th ,  aga in  u t t e r in g  a  m ag i c  

s p e l l ,  c aus es  h im to  r em ai n  on  th e  g r ou n d  l on g  eno u gh  f o r  

A n ub i s  t o  o n ce  aga i n  b i nd  h i s  a rm s  and  l egs  an d  t h en  to  b u rn  

h im .   T h e  s m el l  f r om  t he  b u rn in g  bo d y r i s es  i n  t h e  sk y an d  w as  

co ns id e r ed  b y R e  an d  th e  god s  su r ro un d i n g  h im to  b e  goo d .   

A n ub i s  h ad  p r ob ab ly  f l a yed  S e th  b e fo re  pu t t i n g  h im on  t he  p yr e  

b ecaus e  th e  t ex t  s t a t es  t h a t  A nu b i s  t oo k  S e th ’ s  s k i n  and  p u t  i t  o n  

h i s  s ho u ld e r s  be f o re  m ak i n g  an  o f f e r ing  t o  Os i r i s .   V and ie r  

s u gges t s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  wh y t h e  p r i es t  i n  t h e  Op en i n g  o f  t h e  M ou th  

ce r emo ni es  wo r e  a  p an t h er  s k i n  ( V an d i e r  19 6 1 :  10 4 ) .   The  s t o r y 
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co n t i nu es  b y s a yi n g  t h a t  Se th ’ s  co mpan io ns ,  wo r r i ed  b y h i s  

ab s en ce ,  c am e so u th  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  D o un aou y/ H a r d a i  t o  f i nd  

h im .   A nu b i s  m a r ched  aga i ns t  t h em  and  s l ew  t h em a l l .  

T h e  p ap yr u s  no w co n t in ues  wi th  a  s imi l a r  m yt h  b u t  t h i s  t i me  t h e  

m ai n  p ro t ago n i s t s  a r e  S e t h  and  An ub i s  a lo n e  ( Van d i e r  1 96 1 :  

1 0 5) .   S e t h  l e a r ns  t h a t  An ub i s  i s  aw a y so  h e  o n ce  aga in  d i s gu i s e s  

h im se l f  a s  An ub i s  t o  dece i v e  th e  ga t e  gu a r d i ans  an d  eas i ly  

s u cceeds  i n  c a r r yi n g  o f f  t h e  ht-m-h ftjw.   A nu bi s  l e a rn s  o f  t h e  

s wi nd l e  and  p ur su es  S e t h ,  w ho  h a s  a l re ad y c r o ss ed  th e  Ni l e  an d  

co m e i n t o  t h e  r eg ion  o f  S ak a .   In  o rd e r  t o  es cap e  An ub i s ,  S e t h  

t u rn s  h im se l f  i n t o  a  bu l l ,  b u t  t he  ru s e  d oes  no t  wo r k  and  A nu b i s  

s e i ze s  h im ,  b i nd s  h i m t i gh t l y an d  p un i s h es  h im b y ch a i n in g  h i m 

u p .   A nu b i s  p u t s  t he  s ac r ed  ob jec t s  b ack  i n  t h e i r  p l ace  and  

ch an ges  h im se l f  i n to  a  f a l con  wi t h  ou t s t re t ch ed  win gs  t o  p r o t ec t  

t h em.  

T h e  p ap yr u s  t h en  re l a t e s  a  t a l e  con ce rn in g  H or us  an d  S e th  

( V and i e r  1 96 1 :  1 06 - 1 09 ) .   F i r s t ,  S e th  i s  a ccu sed  b y Is i s  an d  

H o r us .   C l ev e r l y ,  t h e y d o  n o t  com pl a in  d i rec t l y;  t h ey acc u s e  th e  

go d  o f  co mmi t t i n g  m an y b ad  deeds  aga i ns t  t h e  un i v e rs a l  m as t e r ,  

R e ,  wh o  i s  p r es i d i ng  o v e r  t h e  t r i b un a l .  Be caus e  R e  n eeds  t o  b e  

s een  a s  i mp a r t i a l ,  he  o rd e rs  T ho th  t o  j u d ge  t h e  d i s pu te  b e t w een  

H o r us  and  S e t h .   Su r r ou nd ed  b y go d s ,  m emb er s  o f  t h e  j u ry ,  

T h oth  s i t s  o n  a  m at  and  l i s t s  a l l  S e t h ’ s  c r i m es .   T h e  l a t t e r  

ap p ear s  t o  h ave  n o  d e f ence  an d  u t t e r s  n o  w o rd  to  j u s t i f y h i s  

a c t i on s .   Th us  h e  i s  con d em ned  and  T ho th  es t ab l i sh e s  a l l  t h e  

r i gh t s  o f  Ho r us :  t ha t  a l l  E g yp t  w i th  ev e r yt h in g  p ro du ced  th e r e i n  

m us t  r e tu r n  to  t h e  so n  o f  Os i r i s .   T h i s  j ud gem en t  i s  w r i t t en  do wn  

an d  s en t  t o  Re  fo r  r a t i f i c a t io n .   T he  j u r o r s  dem an d  t h a t  Ho r us  

r e ce iv e s  h i s  f a th e r ’ s  i nh e r i t an ce ,  an d  th a t  S e t h  sh ou ld  b e  s en t  

o f f  i n to  t h e  d e s e r t .   R e  ag r ees .  

S e t h  r eac t s  v io l en t ly .   H e  as s em bl es  h i s  a l l i e s ,  wi t h  a  v i ew  to  a  

g r ea t  b a t t l e  and  m ar ch es  aga in s t  Th o t h .   T he  t ex t  a t  t h i s  po in t  i s  

d am aged  s o  V and i e r  p ro po se s  tw o  t r ans l a t i on s  o f  wh i ch  he  

p r e f e r s  t h e  s econ d  ( V and i e r  1 96 1 :  1 07 - 1 08 ) .   T h e  bo l d  s ec t i on s  

i n  t h e  tw o  t rans l a t io ns  h i gh l i gh t  t h e  d i f f e ren ces  b e t w een  t h em.  

F i r s t  t r ans l a t i on :  

“Then  Se t h  marched  aga in s t  Tho th .   He  wen t  w i th  a  kn i f e  and  cu t  

o f f  th e  arm s  o f  h i s  enem i es ;  t h en  he  s t o l e  Tho th ’ s  books  and  

t h r ew  t hem  i n to  t he  r i v er .   Bu t  Th o t h  th en  u t t e r ed  in can ta t io ns  

a n d  pu t  b a ck  h i s  sho u ld er  t o  th e i r  p lace  and  w e i gh t ed  i t  d own  
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wi th  h i s  br us h  in  su ch  a  wa y  th a t  t h ey  w er e  f i r ml y  f i x ed  in  t h e i r  

p lace .”  

S eco nd  t r an s l a t io n :  

“The  Se th  marched  aga ins t  Tho th ’s  cu l t  ob j ec t s .   H e  w en t  w i t h  

h i s  kn i f e  an d  cu t  the  s t r ing s  o f  Tho th ’s  books  and  thr ew  them  

i n t o  t h e  r i v er .    Bu t  t hen  Th o th  u t t er ed  i n ca n ta t i ons  a n d  p u t  h i s  

n ew  b oo ks  b a ck  i n to  t h e  p la ce  o f  t h e  o l d  on es  a nd  f i x ed  th em  

exa c t l y  t h er e  w i t h  h i s  b ru sh .”  

Fo r tu n a t e l y ,  t h e  p ap yr u s  i s  l e s s  d am aged  i n  t h e  su bs equ en t  

s ec t io n  w hi ch  d ea l s  w i th  S e t h ’ s  c ap tu re  and  p un i s hm en t .  

S e t h  ch an ge d  in to  a  r ed  do g  and  h i d  in  a  b us h ,  b u t  h e  w a s  

q u i ck l y t r a ck ed  dow n  an d  h e  w as  p i e rced  b y t h e  hu n t e r ’ s  sp e a rs :  

“A l l  t ho se  who  saw  h im  c r i ed  ou t :  “Here  he  i s !   Here  he  i s !” ,  

a n d  t h ey  t hr ew  h im o ver  w i t h  wh a t  was  i n  t h e i r  mo u t h ,  an d  

massacred  h im  w i th  wha t  was  in  t h e i r  hands .”  

V an di e r  su gges t s  t h a t  ‘wha t  was  in  t he i r  mou th ’  m ean t  t h e  

s ho u t s  t h ey m ad e  an d  ‘wha t  was  i n  t h e i r  hands ’  w er e  t he i r  

w eap ons  (1 96 1 :  1 08 ) .   Ho ru s  th en  ap pea r e d  a s  k i n g  o f  U pp e r  an d  

Lo w er  E g yp t  o n  th e  th r on e  o f  h i s  f a t he r ,  Os i r i s ,  w i t h  Th o th  

t ak in g  on  t h e  fu n c t i on s  o f  v i z i e r .   Ho ru s  w as  s u r r o un ded  b y a  

co u r t  o f  go ds  an d  go d dess e s  an d  h e  h im s e l f  t oo k  o n  t h e  t a s k  o f  

h a l t i n g  t he  w ar  an d  s l a sh i n g  t h e  r eb e l s  t o  p i ece s .     Th e  myt h  

co n c l ud ed  b y s t a t i ng  t h a t  H o rus  d e s t roy e d  S e th ’s  a l l i e s ,  

d e s t ro ye d  h i s  t o w ns  an d  d i s t r i c t s ,  and  p u l l ed  o f f  h i s  xps,  i . e .  h i s  

f r o n t  p aw,  so  t h a t  w a t ch ed  ov e r  b y ge n i e s  i t  m ay b e  p l aced  i n  t h e  

m id d l e  o f  t h e  sk y,  b ecomi n g  t h e  G rea t  Bea r ,  w hos e  s t a r s  i f  

j o i ned  b y a  co n t in uo us  l i n e  app r ox im at e  t h e  s h ap e  o f  Se th ’ s  l eg .   

“Se th ’s  l eg  i n  t h e  no r t h er n  s ky  was  he ld  by  t h e  ‘Grea t  Sow’  i . e .  

T aw er e t”  (V and i e r  1 9 61 :  1 08 ) .   S e th ,  b e in g  a  p r i so ne r  i n  t h e  

n o r t he r n  sk y i s  now  con d emn ed  t o  n o  lo n ge r  w and e r  am on g  th e  

go d s ,  an d  th us  h e  ge t s  a  j u s t  p un i sh men t  f o r  h i s  c r im es .   T h e  

p ap yr u s  go es  on  t o  s t a t e  t h a t ,  t o  k eep  a l i v e  th e  m em or y o f  t h es e  

ev en t s ,  a  r ed  d o g  i s  s ac r i f i c ed  ev e r y yea r  up on  T ho t h ’s  f ea s t  

d a y.   T e  V el d e  (1 96 7 :  1 46 - 14 7)  s u gges t s  t h a t  t h e  p as sage  

d es c r ib in g  t h e  d es t r u c t io n  o f  S e t h ’ s  t ow n s  and  d i s t r i c t s  

r ep r es en t s  t h e  co n dem n at i on  o f  t h e  cu l t  o f  S e th  i n  eve r y f o r m 

an d  m ay r e f l e c t  t h e  a c tu a l  s i t u a t io n  wi t h i n  t h e  Ni l e  v a l l ey  a t  t h i s  

t im e .   

T h e  p ap yr u s  t h en  mo v es  o n  to  a  s to r y in v o lv in g  Is i s  and  Se t h  

( V and i e r  1 96 1 :  1 09 - 1 10 ) .    Up  t o  no w,  Is i s  h a s  p l ayed  a  m in or  
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r o l e  i n  t h e  v a r io us  m yt h s  b u t  h e re  i t  i s  sh e ,  and  s h e  a l on e ,  wh o  

ac t s  aga ins t  S e th .   T h e  l a t t e r ,  a s  u su a l ,  ha s  ga t he r ed  h i s  gan g  to  

a t t a ck  th e  18
t h

 n ome  o f  Up p e r  E g yp t .   In  r e s p on s e ,  I s i s  t ak e s  t h e  

r o l e  o f  S ek hm et ,  t he  l i o n es s -h ead ed  go d dess ,  mo r e  qu a l i f i ed  t h an  

Is i s  t o  s t r u gg l e  su cce s s f u l l y  aga i n s t  he r  enemi es .   I n  h e r  n ew  

s h ap e  t he  god d es s  h id e s  i n  t h e  G eb e l  w h ich  i s  s ou t h  o f  

D o un aou y/ H a r d a i ,  an d  w h en  h e r  en emi e s  pa s s  b y,  w i t ho u t  b e i n g  

aw ar e  o f  h e r ,  s h e  sp i t s  f l am e  a t  t h em ,  an d  k i l l s  ev e r yo n e .   Th us ,  

s h e  w as  ca l l ed  “Hat ho r ,  m i s t r es s  o f  t he  two  b la z in g  f i r e s” ,  

b eca us e  i t  w as  b y f i r e  t h a t  s h e  t r i um ph ed  ov e r  h e r  en emie s .   

H e r e ,  sh e  s e t  u p  a  san c tu a r y f r o m  w h e re  i t  w as  eas y t o  w a t ch  t h e  

co min gs  an d  go in gs  o f  S e t h  an d  h i s  gan g .   A  f oo tn o t e  b y  V and i e r  

( 1 96 1 :  1 09 ,  fo o t no te  6 )  po in t s  ou t  t h a t  w h i l s t  t h e  t ex t  h as  

S ekhm et  ( I s i s )  k i l l i n g  ev e r yo n e ,  S e t h ,  o f  co u rs e ,  h ad  e scap ed  

an d  in  an y ca s e  o n ly  p a r t  o f  h i s  gan g  h ad  b een  w i th  h im !  

Wh en  S e th  s aw Is i s  i n s t a l l ed  wi th i n  the  s an c t u a r y,  h e  ch an ge s  

h im se l f  i n t o  a  bu l l .   I s i s  t h en  t a k es  t he  sh ap e  o f  a  f em al e  d o g  

w h os e  t a i l  en d ed  in  a  k n i f e ,  an d  b eg i ns  t o  r un  b e fo r e  t h e  S e t h  

b u l l .   S o  sw i f t  w as  s h e  th a t  h e r  en em y co u l d  no t  o v e r t ak e  h e r .   

Wh i l s t  pu rs u i n g  h er ,  S et h ’ s  s em en  s p read  o v er  t h e  g r ou nd .   A t  

t h a t  mo ment  Is i s ,  w h o  mus t  h av e  h a l t ed ,  c r i e s  ou t :  “what  an  

a b om in ab l e  t h in g ,  oh  bu l l ,  t o  have  spr ead  your  s eed!”   T h i s  s eed  

cau s ed  w at e r -m el on s  to  g r ow  i n  t h e  Geb e l .   Th en  Is i s  w en t  r i gh t  

i n t o  t h e  G eb e l ,  d oub t l es s  t o  h i d e  h e r s e l f .   T h e  ac t i on  t h en  mo v es  

t o  t h e  no r th .   S e th ,  h av in g  d ec id ed  t h a t  h e  co u ld  n o t  p os s i b l y 

a t t a in  h i s  ob j ec t i ve  in  t he  s ou th ,  i n  t he  r eg io n  o f  

D o un aou y/ H a r d a i ,  i n t en d s  to  go  no r thw ar ds  i n to  t h e  18
t h

 n om e  o f  

U p p er  E g yp t .   Bu t  Is i s ,  r e a l i s in g  h i s  p l an ,  h u r r i e s  h e r s e l f  

n o r t hw ar ds  to  d e f en d  th i s  a r ea  o f  t e r r i t o r y aga i n s t  t h e  ex p ec ted  

i n cu rs io n  o f  S e t h .   A  wi s e  p r ecau t i on ;  h a r d l y i n s t a l l ed ,  I s i s  s ee s  

t h a t  Se th ’ s  co mp an i on s ,  com in g  f ro m t h e  19
t h

 n om e 

( Ox yr h yn ch u s ) ,  h av e  c ro s s ed  t h e  Ni l e  and  a re  co min g  tow ar ds  

t h e  eas t e r n  G eb e l .   S h e  t u rn s  i n t o  t h e  u r aeus  and  p lu n ge s  h e r  

v eno m i n t o  h e r  en em ie s .   A l l  d i e ;  t h e i r  b l oo d  sp r ead s  ov er  t h e  

m ou n t a i n ,  an d  accor d in g  t o  t h e  p ap yr u s ,  t h a t  i s  wh y r ed  l e ad  i s  

f o un d  a t  G eh es e t .  

T h e  comm on  t r a i t  am on gs t  a l l  t h es e  myt h s  i s  t h a t  S e t h  i s  

d ep i c t ed  in  a  n ega t i v e  m ann e r ,  an d  a s  s u gges t ed  b y T e  V e l d e  

( 1 96 7 :  1 46 -1 47 )  ma y r e f l e c t  t h e  s i t u a t io n  wi t h i n  t h e  Ni l e  V a l l e y 

a t  t h i s  t i me ,  wi th  Se t h  b e in g  b l am ed  fo r  t he  a t ro c i t i e s  t ha t  h ad  

o ccu r r ed  f o l l ow in g  th e  in v as io ns  o f  t he  A ss yr i an s  an d  P er s i ans .  

C e r t a i n l y P ap yr u s  J u mi l h ac  ( V an d i e r  19 6 1 :  10 - 11 )  h as  n o  q u a lm s  
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i n  d es c r i b in g  th e  sad  co nd i t i on  o f  t h e  to w ns  and  n om es  

a s so c i a t ed  wi th  S e th :  

“He (Horus )  d e f ea ted  Se th  and  ann ih i la t ed  h i s  gang .   He  

d es t ro yed  h i s  t o wns  a nd  h i s  n om es  and  he  s c ra t ch ed  o u t  h i s  

n a m e  i n  t h i s  l a nd ,  a f t e r  h e  h ad  b ro ken  h i s  s t a t u es  i n  p i ece s .”   

T h i s  imp l i es ,  c e r t a in l y f r o m  a  r e l i g i ous  t ex t  po in t  o f  v i ew,  t h e  

co nd emn at io n  o f  t he  cu l t  o f  S e th  i n  eve r y f o r m  an d  ce r t a in l y 

l eg i t am is es  i t  f rom a  t h eo l o g i ca l  a sp ec t .   Wh et h er  t h i s  was  

t r an s l a t ed  in t o  an  ac t u a l  d es t r u c t i on  o f  h i s  t empl e s  and  h i s  

i mages  o r  w h e t he r  t h es e  d i s ap pea r ed  du e  t o  n egl ec t  i s  a  m oo t  

p o i n t .   C er t a in l y t h e  h a t r ed  d i sp l ayed  t o war ds  S e th  i n  t h es e  

t im es  can  b e  s een  in  t h e  m an y t e r m s  o f  abu s e  wi t h  w h i ch  h e  i s  

i nd i ca t ed  ( T e  V el de  19 67 :  14 8 -1 51 ) .   S om e o f  t h es e  n ames  

i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  abh o r ren ce  o f  S e t h  can  b e  i n t e rp r e t ed  a s  an  

o u t com e in  t h e  r e l i g i o us  f i e ld  o f  f ee l in gs  o f  f e a r  an d  ha t r ed  

t o war ds  f o r e i gn  con q ue r o rs ,  wh o  w e re  id en t i f i ed  wi th  S e th .   

A l ex and e r  and  t h e  s ub s eq u en t  P t o l em ie s  we r e  n o t  v i ew ed  in  t h i s  

n ega t i v e  w ay w h i ch  m a y b e  ex p l a i n ed  b y t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t he y 

s ou gh t  t o  r e - es t ab l i s h  th e  E g yp t i an  r e l i g i on  r a th e r  t h an  s ack in g  

i t s  t emp l es .    

1 2 .3  Papy ru s  B er l in  

T hi s  D em ot i c  t ex t  i s  d a t ed  to  Yea r  3 5  o f  a  P to l em y w h o m  

G au d ar d  ( 20 05 :  4 5 )  b e l i ev es  w as  P to l em y V I  ( 1 8 0- 14 5  B .C .E . ) .   

T h e  t ex t  i s  a  d r am at i c  wo r k  ba s ed  o n  th e  co n f l i c t  o f  H o rus  an d  

S e t h .   I t  w as  p ro b ab l y p e r f o rm ed  ann ua l l y d u r in g  t h e  Os i r i an  

K h o i ak  f es t i v a l  a t  P e l us ium  i n  t h e  E gyp t i an  Fa yu m  ( K ay 2 00 7 :  

9 5 ) .   A l th ou gh  i t  i s  v e r y f r agm en t a r y ,  G au d ar d  h as  m an aged  t o  

m ak e  s om e  s u gges t i on s  a s  t o  t h e  con t en t  ( 20 05 :  6 3 -6 5 ) .   I t  

b eg i ns  w i th  t h e  d r iv in g  aw ay o f  S e th  f r o m E g yp t .   S e t h  i s  

l i k en ed  to  a  do nk ey  ( G au d a rd  2 00 5 :  64 ) ,  an  an i m al  ( as  w e  h av e  

s een  f r eq u en t l y ) ,  t h a t  i s  a s s o c i a t ed  wi th  S e th  an d  in deed  d ur in g  

t h i s  l a t e  p e r i od  i s  f r eq u en t l y u s ed  to  dep i c t  S e th  ( T e  V el de  19 67 :  

1 4 ) .   Th e r e  t h en  f o l lo ws  a  d i a l o gue  b e t w een  t he  t e am  o f  H o r us  

an d  th e  t e am o f  S e th ,  w ho  s p eak  abo u t  t h e  p un i sh m en t  t ha t  h as  

b een  in f l i c t ed  u po n  S e th .   T h e  men  o f  S e t h  w ou l d  l i k e  t he  m en  

o f  Ho ru s  to  f r e e  Se t h .   S e th  i s  a l s o  s a id  t o  b e  cop u l a t i n g ,  d r un k  

an d  ‘ as  t h i r s t y  as  a  donkey  o f  t h e  oas i s . ’   A n  ex p l an a t o r y  g l os s  

a t t r i b u t es  t h i s  s t a t e  t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  S e th  w en t  t o  t h e  o as i s  w i t h  

t h e  ‘ E ye  o f  H or us ’  an d  h as  s w al l o wed  i t .   A l l  t h e  go ds  s t a r t  

s p eak i n g  t o  h im  and  i ns i s t  o n  h i s  f a i l u r e ,  s ayi n g  t ha t  h e  h a s  

t r i pp ed  wi th  h i s  s an d a l s  and  h as  f a l l en .   S e t h  i s  l i ken ed  t o  a  
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‘ c am el ,  p i g  an d  h i pp o po t am us ’  (G aud ar d  2 00 5 :  6 4 ) ,  T e  Ve l d e  

( 1 96 7 :  2 6 )  m en t i ons  a l l  t h es e  an im a l s  a s  b e i n g  i d en t i f i ed  w i t h  

S e t h  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a s s ,  o r yx  an t e l op e ,  gaz e l l e ,  c r o co d i l e  an d  

f i sh .   S e th  co mpl a in s  t h a t  t h e  f em al e  d o nk ey,  w h o  i s  h i s  s i s t e r  

an d  wi f e ,  N ep h t h ys ,  w as  t ak en  f ro m h im  wh en  h e  was  abou t  t o  

co pu l a t e  wi th  h e r  an d  th a t  h e  h a s  b een  d ece iv ed .   In  t h i s  s to r y 

S e t h  i s  aga i n  sh own  t o  b e  a  d ru nk a r d  an d  d ep ic t ed  h av ing  s ex  in  

a  s im i l a r  m ann e r  t o  so m e o f  t h e  s to r i es  p r ev io us l y d i s cu ss ed  th a t  

o ccu r  i n  P . J um i lh ac .   K a y ( 2 00 6 :  9 5 )  s u gges t s  t h a t  t h i s  t ex t  w as  

d e s i gn ed  t o  p ro v ide  en t e r t a i nm en t  a s  m u ch  as  an y ed i f i ca t i on .  

A  th i r d  f r agm en t  o f  t h e  p ap yr u s  i s  i n t e r e s t in g  i n  t h a t  i t  r eco r ds  a  

d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h e  ro l e  p l ayed  i n  t h e  p l a y b y o n e  o f  t h e  ac t o r s  

( G aud a r d  20 05 :  2 38 - 24 5 ) .   In  t h i s ,  t he  a c t o r  d es c r i be s  a l l  t ha t  h e  

h a s  do n e  to  p un i sh  S e t h  and  h e l p  H or us  ( an d  o f  co u rs e  t he  

p h a r ao h ,  a s  h e  b eco m es  H o ru s  on  a s cen d i n g  to  t h e  t h ro ne )  t o  

r u l e  o v e r  E g yp t ,  p re s um ab l y b y b r i n g in g  th e  s t o r y t o  t h e  

p o pu l ace  th e  m aj o r i t y  o f  w hom  wo uld  b e  i l l i t e r a t e  and  t he r e f o r e  

d ep en d en t  u po n  th es e  p l a ys  f o r  t h e i r  un d e rs t and in g  o f  t h e  s t o r y.  

1 2 .4  Th e  Myt h  o f  H o rus  a t  Edf u  

T hi s  v e r s i on  o f  t h e  m yt h ,  c a rv ed  up on  th e  t em pl e  w a l l s ,  w as  

b egu n  du r in g  t h e  r e i gn  o f  P t o l em y I I I  E u e r ge t e s  I  an d  w as  

co mpl e t ed  d ur in g  th e  r e i gn  o f  P to l emy V II I  E u e r ge t es  I I  i n  1 42  

B . C . E .  (W at t e r s on  1 9 98 :  4 7 -4 8) .   I t  co mp r i s es  f i v e  s e t s  o f  r e l i e f s  

an d  t ex t s  c a l l ed  A ,  B ,  C ,  D  an d  E  b y F a i rm an  (1 93 5 ,  an d  1 9 74 ) ,  

an d  B l ackm an  and  Fa i rm an  ( 19 42 ,  19 43  an d  19 44 ) ;  i t  i s  a l so  

p u b l i sh ed  i n  Ll o yd  ( 1 99 8 :  2 55 -3 25 ) .   T h e  ac tu a l  r e l i e f s  hav e  

b een  p u b l i sh ed  i n  a  s e r i es  o f  b oo ks  b y  th e  In s t i t u t  F r an ça i s  

d ’ A r ch éo lo g i e  O r i en t a l e  (R o ch em on t e ix ,  Ch ass i n a t ,  C auv i l l e  an d  

D ev auch e l l e  1 93 4 -1 9 85 ) .  

T ex t  A ,  a l s o  kn ow n a s  t h e  L eg en d  o f  t h e  Wi n g ed  Di s k ,  i s  d a t ed  to  

t h e  t im e  w h en  th e  go d s  r u l ed  u po n  the  ea r t h  a c t u a l l y  s t a t ed  as  

yea r  3 6 3  o f  R e - H orak h t y an d  s ho ws  Ho r us  Beh d e t y ( a s  t he  g r ea t  

Wi n ged  Di sk )  and  h i s  fo l lo w ers  f i gh t in g  in  t he  b a r k  o f  Re  

aga i ns t  S e th ,  dep i c t ed  as  a  h i pp op o t am us ,  and  h i s  a s s oc i a t es ,  

w h o  t ak e  t h e  f o rm o f  c ro co d i l e s  and  h i pp op o t am i  ( Fa i rm an  19 35 :  

2 6 ) .  

T ex t  B ,  en t i t l ed  ‘ o f f e r ing  grape  and  wa t er  d r ink ’ ,  de s c r ibe s  a  

f i gh t  b e tw een  Ho r us ,  so n  o f  Is i s ,  and  S e t h ,  t he  fo rm er  b e i n g  

a s s i s t ed  b y H o r us  Beh d e t y ( Fa i rm an  1 9 35 :  2 6 ) .  
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T ex t  C  i s  a  r i t u a l  d r am a w hi ch  was  enac t ed  an nu a l l y a t  Ed f u  

d u r i n g  th e  Fes t iv a l  o f  Vi c to r y ( G au d ar d  2 00 5 :  2 ) .   A c t  I  co ns i s t s  

o f  t he  r i t u a l  h a rp oon in g  o f  S e t h  a s  a  h ip p op o t amu s  ( Fa i r man  

1 9 74 :  8 4 -1 00 ) .   In  t h es e  r e l i e f s  t h e  h ip p op o t amu s  r ep r e sen t in g  

S e t h  i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  d ep i c t ed  as  a  t i n y,  r e l a t i v e l y h e l p l es s -

l oo k i n g  an i ma l  t h a t  c an  b e  eas i l y  d e f ea t ed  b y t h e  k in g ,  wh o  i s  

r ep r es en t ed  o n  a  mu ch  l a r ge r  s ca l e  ( F igu r e  2 4 ) .   T h i s  s mal l - s ca l e  

r ep r es en t a t i on  w as  em plo yed  b y t h e  Eg yp t i an  a r t i s ans  t o  

t h eo r e t i c a l l y  d i mi n i sh  t he  m ag i ca l  pow er s  o f  S e t h  (Wi lk i ns on  

1 9 94 :  4 4 -4 5) .   Th i s  d ep i c t i on  o f  Se th  a s  a  h i pp op o t amu s  ap p ear s  

t o  b e  us ed  wh en  h e  n eed s  to  b e  s een  as  a  d es t r u c t i v e  an d  

t e r r i f yi n g  p o w er ,  p r e s um ab l y b ecau s e  t h e  h ip po po t amu s  w h en  

r o us ed  i s  s een  in  t h i s  m ann e r .   H o weve r ,  t h e  an im al  cou ld  be  

d ep i c t ed  in  a  m o re  gen t l e  l i gh t  a s  s een  in  i t s  a s s oc i a t i on  w i t h  th e  

go d d es s  T aw er e t ,  t h e  p r o t ec t r es s  o f  wo m en  in  ch i ld b i r t h  ( H a r t  

1 9 86 :  2 11 - 21 2) ,  p r e s um ab l y b ecau s e  th e  f em al e  h i pp op o tam us  i s  

a  go od  m ot he r  (A she r i ,  L l o yd  an d  C o r ce l l a  2 00 7 :  7 1 ) .    

A c t  I I  i s  a  c e l eb r a t i on  o f  H o ru s ’  v i c to r y an d  in c l ud es  h i s  

co r on a t io n  as  k in g  o f  Up pe r  an d  Lo w er  E g yp t  ( Fa i rm an  19 7 4 :  

1 0 1- 10 8 ) .  A c t  I I I  c o mp r i s es  mo r e  ce l eb r a t io ns  an d  t h e  

d i s memb erm en t  o f  S e t h  ( Fa i rm an  19 74 :  1 09 - 11 8) ,  s ee  F i gu r e  2 5 ,  

an d  an  ep i l o gu e  p ro c l a im s  t h e  t r i um ph  o f  Ho ru s ,  t he  gods  an d  

t h e  k in g  ( Fa i r m an  1 9 74 :  1 19 - 12 0) .  

T ex t  D  dep i c t s  S e th  as  a  r ed  h ip po po tam us  go in g  to  E leph an t i n e ,  

t h e  co lo u r  r ed  o n ce  aga i n  be in g  us ed  as  t h e  co lo u r  t o  r ep re s en t  

ev i l  (Wi lk ins on  1 99 4 :  1 06 - 10 7) .   H e  i s  p u rs u ed  b y H o r us ,  s on  o f  

Is i s ,  wh o  ov e r t akes  h i m nea r  E d fu ,  and  a f t e r  t h e  ens u in g  f i gh t ,  

S e t h  f l e e s  no r t hw ard s  and  Ho ru s  a s s um es  t h e  o f f i ce  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  

( Fa i rm an  19 35 :  2 7 ) .  

T ex t  E  d e s c r ib es  a  f i gh t  b e tw een  Ho r us ,  ‘ Lo r d  o f  Lo w er  E g yp t ’ ,  

l i v i n g  i n  Memp hi s ,  and  S e t h ,  ‘ Lo r d  o f  U pp e r  E g yp t ’ ,  l i v in g  in  

S h as -h o t ep  ( a  m e t ro p o l i s  o f  t h e  11
t h

 U p p er  E g yp t i an  n om e -  

G au t h i e r  19 28 :  10 7 - 1 08 ) .   T h ey f i gh t ,  H o r us  in  t he  gu i s e  o f  a  

yo u t h ,  and  S e t h  i n  t h a t  o f  a  r ed  do nk ey.   H o r us  t r i u mp hs  an d  

cu t s  o f f  S e th ’ s  l eg  ( Fa i rm an  19 35 :  2 7 ) ,  e ch o i n g  th e  s t o r y i n  P .  

J um i lh ac  w h er e  Hor u s  i s  d es c r i b ed  as  p u l l i n g  o f f  S e t h ’ s  f r o n t  

p aw .    

Wh i l s t  i n  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t h es e  r e l i e f s  an d  a s s o c i a t ed  t ex t s  S e t h  

i s  sh ow n a s  t h e  aggr e s so r  and  t he  en em y o f  Ho r us  o ccas io n a l l y 

h e  i s  d ep i c t ed  f o r ge t t i n g  h i s  ev i l  a sp ec t  an d  t u rn i n g  i n t o  a  go od  

s p i r i t  (C au v i l l e  201 2 :  4 7 ) :  
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F i gu r e  2 4 :  T he  k ing  s p ea r in g  S e th  as  r ep r es en t ed  u po n  th e  w a l l s  

o f  t he  t em pl e  a t  Edf u .   C op yr i gh t :  A n to n y D av i d .  
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F i gu r e  2 5 :  H or us  th e  Beh d i t e  s t an ds  up o n  t h e  b ack  o f  a  

h ip po po tamu s ,  r ep re s en t i n g  S e t h ,  w hos e  h ead  he  p i e r ce s  w i t h  h i s  

h a r po on .   R e l i e f  d ep i c t ed  u po n  th e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  t empl e  a t  E d fu .  

C op yr i gh t  P .  J .  Tu rn e r .   
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“Se th ,  b ea rer  o f  h i s  v es se l s  f u l l  o f  g oo d  w i ne  f ro m th e  v in eyar ds  

o f  Ba ha r i ya ,  t h e  keg s  in  h i s  ha nd  f u l l  o f  t h e  n ew  eye  o f  Ho ru s  to  

r e jo i ce  yo ur  h ea r t ,  yo u  dr in k  f r om  i t ,  t h os e  w ho  ar e  i n  you r  

f o l l owi ng  d r i nk  f rom  i t  a s  w e l l ,  you  r e j o i ce ,  t h e i r  h ear t s  a r e  

happy .”  

I l l u s t r a t i n g  on ce  aga i n  t h e  d i cho t om y th a t  t h e  A nc i en t  E gyp t i ans  

f o un d  th em s e lv e s  i n  wh en  d ea l in g  w i th  S e t h .  

1 2 .5  Th e  B remn er -R hind  Pap yrus     

T h i s  p ap yr u s  d a t es  b ack  to  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  T h i r t i e th  D yn as ty  ( K a y 

2 0 06 :  9 5 ) ,  i t  co n t a in s  f ou r  d i s t i n c t  w or k s :  t h e  S on gs  o f  I s i s  an d  

N eph t h ys ,  t h e  Ri tua l  o f  B r in g i ng  in  So kar ,  t h e  B oo k  o f  

Over t hrowing  ‘Apep  an d  th e  Names  o f  ‘Apep ,  wh i ch  sha l l  no t  b e  

( Fau lk n er  1 93 6 :  1 21 ) .   T h e  f i r s t  o f  t h es e ,  a s  t h e  n am e su gges t s ,  

i s  con ce rn ed  wi t h  a  s e r i es  o f  h ym n s  sun g  b y t w o  p r i es t e s se s  

r ep r es en t i n g  t he  god d es s es  Is i s  an d  N ep h t h ys .   Th e  h ym n s  th a t  

t h ey s i n g  p u rp o r t i ng  t o  b e  t h e  mo ur n i ng  o f  t h e  t w o  go dd es s es  f o r  

t h e  d ep a r t ed  Os i r i s  and  t h e i r  sum mo ns  to  t he  god  fo r  h i m t o  r i s e  

aga i n .  P e rh aps  u nsu r p r i s in g l y,  S e th  i n  t h i s  s ec t i on  i s  po r t r a yed  

i n  a  b ad  m ann e r  h e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i s  t h e  god  r es po ns i b l e  f o r  t h e  d ea t h  

o f  Os i r i s .   S o  ph r a se s  s u ch  as :  ‘Wh i l e  S e th  i s  i n  a l l  t he  e v i l  

wh i ch  he  does , ’  ( Fau lk n er  19 36 :  1 23 )  an d  ‘The  en t i r e  Ennead  

s e r ve  t h ee ,  t h ey  ward  o f f  Se th  fo r  t h ee  when  he  comes , ’  

( Fau lk n er  1 93 6 :  1 24 )  o ccur .   C on v er s e l y,  i n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t he  

p ap yr u s  co nce r n ed  w i t h  th e  ov e r t h ro wi n g  o f  ‘ A p ep ,  S e t h  i s  h e r e  

d ep i c t ed  in  h i s  r o l e  a s  p ro t ec t o r  o f  R e  an d  su ch  ph r as e s  as :  ‘Se t h  

h as  r end ered  th y  mo m ent  o f  a c t io n  i mp o t en t .   I s i s  r ep e l s  t h ee ,  

N eph t h ys  cu t s  t h ee  u p ,  t h e  Gr ea t  E nn ea d  wh ich  i s  i n  t h e  p ro w  o f  

t h e  ba r k  o f  R e  dr i ve s  t hee  o f f ,  S e th  h as  s ta bb ed  a t  t h y  n eck . . .  

( Fau lk n er  1 93 7 :  1 69 )  a re  u s ed .   O n ce  aga i n  w e  h ave  h e r e  b o th  

s id e s  o f  S e t h ’ s  ch ar ac t e r  dep i c t ed  i l l u s t ra t i n g  th a t  t h e  E gyp t i ans  

h ad  no  p r ob lem i n  accom mo d at i n g  b o th  t h e  d a r k  and  l i gh t  s i d es  

o f  t he  go d .  

1 2 .6  Th e  my th  in  Greek  s ou rces  

T h e  m yt h  o f  H or us  an d  Se th  w as  r e f e r red  t o  b y s ev e r a l  Greek  

au th or s ,  u su a l l y  u s i n g  t he  n am e T yp h o n  to  d eno t e  S e t h .   T h i s  

w as  b ecau s e  t h e  G reek s  i d en t i f i ed  m any o f  t h e i r  ow n  go ds  w i th  

m an y o f  t h e  E g yp t i an  god s  ( Bo wm an  19 8 6 :  17 6 ) .    

S e t h  w as  f i r s t  i d en t i f i ed  wi th  T yp h o n  b y P h e r ecyd es  o f  Syr o s  

a r o un d  54 0  B .C .E  (S ch ib l y 1 9 9 0 :  82 - 83 ) .     He  s a ys  th a t  T yp h o n  

o r i g i n a l l y  w en t  b y t h e  n am e o f  S e t h  an d  th a t  S e t h  w as  t he  
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d es t ru c t iv e  s t o rm - go d  o f  t h e  d es e r t  and  f i e r ce  op po nen t  o f  H or us  

an d  O s i r i s  an d  th a t  S eth ’ s  op pos i t i on  t o  t h e  f a l con - go d  Ho r us  

t yp i f i ed  th e  b a t t l e  b e tw een  t h e  f o r ce s  o f  goo d  and  ev i l .   T h i s  i s  

p r ob ab l y P h er ec yd es ’  i n t e r p r e t a t i on  o f  t h e  E g yp t i an  con f l i c t  

b e tw een  ma at  an d  i s f e t  i . e .  o r d e r  an d  ch aos .  

 H e ro do tu s  m a y h av e  v i s i t ed  E g yp t  a f t e r  46 0  B.C . E .  

U n f or tu n a t e l y ,  h e  d i d  no t  kn ow  E g yp t i an  an d  so  w as  f o r ced  t o  

r e l y u p o n  ex p a t r i a t e  G r eek s  and  G r eek - s p eak i n g  E g yp t i ans  fo r  

h i s  i n f o rm at i on ,  wh i ch  to o  o f t en  l ed  to  h im  b e i n g  mi s l ed  

r ega r d in g  t r ans l a t io ns  o f  t he  i n s c r i p t io ns  t h a t  h e  enq u i r ed  ab ou t  

( Br o w n 19 65 :  6 0 ) .   T ha t  s a id ,  h e  g i ves  an  accou n t  o f  a  s ac r ed  

co mb at ,  p a r t  o f  a  f e s t i v a l  a t  P ap r em is  ( H e ro do tus  1 99 9 :  2 . 62 -

6 3 ) ;  G r i f f i t h s  (1 960 :  85 - 93 )  com p ar ed  th i s  t o  t he  f i gh t  b e t w een  

H o r us  and  S e t h  b as i n g  t h i s  o n  th e  f ac t  t h a t  h e  p l ace s  P apr emi s  i n  

t h e  no r t h -w es t e rn  D e l t a  ,  n ea r  Kh emm is  and  Bu to .  S in ce  b o th  o f  

t h es e  l a t t e r  p l aces  a r e  co nn ec ted  wi th  H o r us ,  Gr i f f i t h s  s t a t es  t h a t  

i t  wo u l d  be  na tu r a l  t o  f i n d  an  ep i s od e  f r om  t h e  Ho r i an  c yc l e  o f  

l egen ds  m ad e  th e  su b j ec t  o f  a  f es t i v e  r i t e  t he r e .   H e  d o es  

ack no wl ed ge  th a t  t h i s  i s  s p ecu l a t iv e ,  b u t  a s  t h e  accou n t  ap p ear s  

t o  a l l u d e  t o  an  a t t em pt  b y H o r us  to  v io l a t e  h i s  m ot h er  and  t h e r e  

a r e  num er ou s  a l l u s io ns  t o  S e th ’ s  a t t emp t s  t o  v io l a t e  Ho r us  as  h e  

s eeks  r e f u ge  w i th  h i s  m ot h er  i n  t h e  D e l t a  r eg i on ,  h i s  ex p lan a t io n  

p r ob ab l y h a s  so me  v a l id i t y .  

H e r od o t us  a l s o  t a lks  o f  t h e  god s  b e i n g  th e  ea r l y r u l e r s  o f  E g yp t  

an d  s t a t e s  t h a t :  “The  l as t  o f  t h em t o  ru l e  t h e  coun t r y  was  Os i r i s ’  

s on  Ho ru s ,  ca l l ed  by  th e  G r eeks  Ap o l lo ;  h e  d epo sed  Typho n ,  an d  

was  th e  l a s t  d i v ine  k i ng  o f  Egyp t”  ( H er o do tu s  19 99 :  2 .1 44 ,  4 51 ) .   

H e  a l so  m en t io ns  th a t  “Typhon  came  s eek i ng  t hrough  the  wor ld  

f or  t he  s on  o f  Os i r i s”  ( He r od o t us  1 99 9 :  2 .1 56 ,  46 9 ) .    

M an e th o ,  an  E g yp t i an  p r i e s t  f r om S eb en n yt o s  i n  t h e  D e l t a ,  l i v ed  

u n de r  t he  f i r s t  t w o  P t o l em i es  and  wr o te  a  h i s t o r y o f  E g yp t .   

Wh i l s t  t h e  o r i g in a l  i s  l o s t ,  f r agmen t s  h av e  b een  p r es e rv ed  b y 

s u ch  wr i t e r s  a s  J o sep hu s ,  J u l i us  A f r i can us  an d  Eu s eb i us  

( M an e th o  20 04 :  v i i ) .  M an e th o  men t io ns  t h a t  t h e  t h r on e  o f  E g yp t  

p a s s ed  f ro m Os i r i s  t o  h i s  b r o t h er  T yp h o n ,  an d  l as t l y  t o  Ho r us  

( M an e th o  20 04 :  5 ) .   H e  a t t r i b u t es  a  r e i gn  o f  2 9  yea r s  t o  T yp h o n  

( M an e th o  20 04 :  17 )  i n  o n e  acco un t  and  45  yea r s  i n  an o t he r  

( M an e th o  20 04 :  9 ) .   H e  a l so  re f e r s  t o  A v a r i s  b e in g  a  c i t y  w h i ch  

f r om  ear l i e s t  t im es  h ad  b een  d ed i ca t ed  t o  T yp h o n  (M ane t ho  

2 0 04 :  1 25 )  an d  t o  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  Beb o n  ( Bab a )  c an  b e  an  

a l t e r n a t i v e  nam e fo r  T yp h o n  (M ane th o  2 00 4 :  18 9 -1 91 ;  s ee  abo v e ,                    

s e c t io n  12 .2 ) .  
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St r abo  in  h i s  G eo grap h y ( 1 9 3 2 :  7 3 - 74 )  h as  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  

s t a t em en t :  

“A l i t t l e  ab ove  S a i s  i s  t h e  as y l u m o f  O s i r i s  i n  wh i ch  h i s  b od y  i s  

s a i d  to  l i e ;  bu t  man y  l a y  c l a i m to  t h i s ,  an d  par t i cu la r l y  t h e  

i nh ab i ta n t s  o f  t h e  P h i la e  wh ich  i s  s i t u a t ed  ab o ve  S yen e  a n d  

E l ep ha n t i n e .   Fo r  th i s  t hey  t e l l  t h e  m y t h i ca l  s to r y ,  n a me ly  t h a t  

I s i s  p l a ced  co f f i n s  o f  Os i r i s  b en ea th  th e  ea r t h  i n  s eve ra l  p la ces  

(b u t  o n l y  o n e  o f  t hem ,  a nd  th a t  u n kn ow n  t o  a l l ,  con ta in ed  t h e  

b o dy )  a nd  s h e  d id  th i s  b ecaus e  s h e  w i sh ed  to  h i d e  th e  b ody  f r om  

Typhon .”  

D i od or us ,  wh o  v i s i t ed  E g yp t  i n  60  o r  5 9  B.C . E . ,  a l so  g i ve s  a  

r en d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Os i r i s  m yt h  ( Ol d fa th er  19 33 :  67 -7 1 ) .  A f t e r  

r e l a t i n g  t h e  m u rd e r  o f  Os i r i s ,  h e  m en t io ns  t h a t  I s i s ,  su pp or t ed  b y 

H o r us ,  d e s t ro yed  Typ h o n  an d  r u l ed  o ve r  E g yp t .   H e  a l so  ap p ear s  

t o  con f us e  H or us  an d  O s i r i s  a s  h e  s t a t e s  t ha t  t h e  f o rm er  w as  

k i l l ed  b y S e t h  an d  h i s  fo l lo w ers  and  w as  r e su sc i t a t ed  b y  h i s  

m ot he r  Is i s .  

T h e  mo s t  com pl e t e  a cco un t  i s  t h a t  b y P l u t a r ch  (5 0 - 12 0  C . E . ) .   

H e  un do ub t ed l y v i s i t ed  E g yp t  ( G r i f f i t h s  19 70 :  10 1 ) ,  b u t  b ecaus e  

h e  co u l d  no t  s p eak  E g yp t i an ,  l e t  a l on e  t r ans l a t e  h i e ro g l yp h s ,  h e  

w as  r e l yi n g  m ai n l y  o n  p r ev i ous  au th ors  an d  p r i es t l y  a cco u n t s  a s  

h i s  s ou r ces .   T h i s  l a t t e r  p o in t  i s  bo r n e  o u t  b y t h e  f ac t  t h a t  h e  

o f t en  us e s  t h e  ph r as e  “ t h en  th ey  sa id”  (P o w er  2 01 0 :   87 -8 8 ) .  

P l u t a r ch  u nd ou b t ed l y u t i l i s ed  M an e t ho  ( G r i f f i t h s  1 97 0 :  78 )  an d  

k n e w t h e  acco un t s  o f  Dio do r us  and  H er o do tu s .  T ho u gh  h e  w a s  

w r i t i n g  d o wn  an  E gyp t i an  m yt h  h e  no  d o ub t  wan t ed  i t  t o  b e  r ead  

an d  h ear d  in  Gr eece  (P o wer  2 01 0 :  8 7 ) .   P lu t a r ch  r ea l i s es  t h a t  h i s  

p r im a r i l y  G r eek  aud i en ce  m ay n o t  kn ow  th e  n am es  o f  t he  

E g yp t i an  god s  s o  in  co mmo n w i th  o the r  con t emp or a r y au t ho r s  he  

e q u a t es  t h em wi th  G r eek  on es ,  t h us  Nu t  wi th  Rh ea ,  G eb  w i t h  

C r on us ,  Ar ou r s i s  ( t h e  E ld e r  H o rus )  w i t h  A po l lo ,  and  S e th  w i th  

T yp h o n  ( Po w er  2 010 :  88 ) .   H e  f i r s t  m en t i on s  T yp h o n  w h en  he  

d e s c r ib e s  h im  as  b e i n g  h os t i l e  t o  Is i s  an d  d em en t ed  b y i gn o r an ce  

an d  d ece i t  ( G r i f f i t h s  1 97 0 :  1 21 ) .   H e  re l a t e s  ho w T yp h o n  w as  

b o rn  o n  th e  th i r d  i n t e r ca l a r y d a y o f  t he  E g yp t i an  ca l en d ar .   Th e  

E g yp t i an  ca l en da r  co ns i s t ed  o f  12  mon th s  o f  30  d ays  an d  f iv e  

i n t e r ca l a r y d a ys ,  kn o wn  as  xryw r np t  or  “ t h e  d ays  b e yo n d  t h e  

yea r ”  i n  E g yp t i an  (v o n  Bom har d  19 99 :   x i i ) .   T yp h o n ’ s  b i r t h  i s  

d es c r ib ed :  “ . . . a s  no t  i n  t h e  r i gh t  t i me  or  p la ce ,  bu t  b ur s t i ng  

t h rough  w i th  a  b l ow ,  h e  l eap t  f rom  h i s  mo ther ’ s  s id e”  (G r i f f i t h s  

1 9 70 :  1 37 ) .    
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Pl u t a r ch  b eg in s  t h e  m yt h  p ro p e r  b y t e l l i n g  us  t h a t  Os i r i s  b ecam e  

r u l e r  o f  t h e  E g yp t i an s  and  h i s  f i r s t  t a s k  w as  t o  d e l i v e r  t h em f ro m 

t h e i r  d es t i t u t e  and  b r u t i sh  wa ys .   He  ach i ev ed  t h i s  b y 

d emo ns t r a t in g  t o  t hem  th e  ad v an t ages  o f  cu l t i va t i on ,  g iv in g  th em  

l aws  an d  t e ach in g  th em t o  ho n ou r  t h e  go d s .   H av in g  ach iev ed  

s u ch  s u cce ss  w i t h in  E g yp t  h e  re s o lv ed  t o  t r av e l  t h e  en t i r e  e a r t h  

an d  a t t em pt  t o  c iv i l i s e  i t .   D ur in g  h i s  ab s en ce ,  S e t h  ( eq ua t ed  i n  

Pl u t a r ch ’ s  a cco un t  w i t h  T yp h o n )  a t t emp t ed  n o th in g  

r ev o lu t i on a r y,  b ecau s e  Is i s ,  wh o  h ad  rem ai n ed  i n  E g yp t ,  w as  

v i g i l an t  an d  a l e r t .   O n  t he  r e tu r n  o f  Os i r i s ,  h o wev e r ,  S e th  

co n t r i v ed  a  t r e ach er o us  p lo t  aga i ns t  h im ,  t o ge th e r  wi th  s ev en t y -

t w o  co - con sp i r a t o r s  (P l u t a r ch  2 00 3 :  35 ,  1 3 ) .  

S et h ,  h av in g  s ec re t l y  m easu r ed  Os i r i s ’ s  b od y,  h ad  a  r i ch ly  

o r n am en t ed  ch es t  o f  co r r e sp on d in g  s i z e  m ad e .   H e  th en  th r ew  a  

m agn i f i c en t  p a r t y t o  wh ich  h e  in v i t ed  O s i r i s  and  h i s  co -

co ns p i r a t o r s ,  an d  wh i l s t  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  w e r e  t ak i n g  p l ace  h e  h ad  

t h e  ches t  b ro u gh t  i n to  t he  ro om  w h e re  i t  w as  g r ea t l y  ad mi r ed  b y 

a l l .   S e t h  th en  j e s t i n g l y p r om is ed  t h a t  h e  wo u ld  p r e sen t  t h e  ch es t  

t o  an y m an  wh o  wou ld  ex ac t l y  f i t  i n to  i t  w h en  th e y l a y d o w n .  

M an y o f  t h e  p a r t y t r i ed  an d  a l l  f a i l ed  u n t i l  O s i r i s  was  p rev a i l ed  

u p on  to  l i e  i n  t h e  ch es t ,  and ,  o f  co u rse ,  h e  f i t t ed  p e r f ec t ly .   A t  

t h i s  s t age  th os e  w ho  kn ew abo u t  t h e  p l o t  r an  f o r w a rd  an d  

s l amm ed  do wn  t he  l i d ,  wh ich  th e y t h en  f as t en ed  s hu t .   Th e  ch es t  

w as  th en  s e t  ad r i f t  i n  t h e  r i v e r  Ni l e  (P l u t a r ch  2 00 3 :  37 ,  13 ) .        

O n  h ea r i n g  th i s  n ew s  Is i s  w as  d i s t r augh t  an d  t r av e l l ed  fa r  and  

w i de  as k i n g  f o r  i n fo r ma t i on  abo u t  t he  ch es t  and  i t s  w h er eab ou t s .   

A t  o ne  s t age  s h e  q ues t io n ed  s om e ch i ld r en  wh o  w e r e  ab l e  t o  t e l l  

h e r  ex ac t l y  w h e r e  th e  ch es t  w as  l aun ch ed  in t o  th e  N i l e  (P l u t a r ch  

2 0 03 :  3 7 ,  1 4 ) .    

In t e r e s t i n gl y ,  P l u t a r ch  p u t s  i n  an  as id e  to  t he  m ai n  s t o r y h e r e  

( P l u t a r ch  2 00 3 :  39 ,  1 4 )  wh e r e  h e  r ecou n t s  t h a t  O s i r i s ,  b e f o r e  h i s  

d ea th ,  had  mis t ak en  N ep h th ys  f o r  Is i s  and  co pu la t ed  w i th  h e r ;  

t h e  r es u l t  o f  t h i s  i l l i c i t  u n io n  w as  Anu b i s ,  w ho m N ep h t hys ,  

f e a r f u l  o f  S e th ’ s  ange r  s ho u ld  h e  d i s cov e r  t h e  i l l eg i t im at e  ch i l d ,  

h id e s  i n  t h e  m arsh es .   I s i s  h ea r s  o f  t h i s  an d  s ea r ch es  f o r  t h e  

ch i ld ,  w ho m s h e  even tu a l l y  d i s co v er s  an d  r a i s es  as  h e r  ow n ,  and  

A n ub i s  b eco mes  h er  gu a r d i an  an d  a t t en d an t .   

T h i s  ma y b e  a  l a t e r  add i t i on  t o  t h e  s to r y ,  p e r h ap s  add ed  by  t h e  

p r i e s t s  t h a t  P lu t a r ch  us ed  as  h i s  so u rce s  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e cas t  t he  

n ega t i v e  v i ew  t h a t  p eop l e  m a y h av e  h ad  o f  Neph th ys  in  he r  r o l e  

a s  wi f e  o f  S e t h .       
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Is i s  su bs equ en t l y d i s co ve r ed  t h a t  t h e  ch es t  h ad  b een  cas t  u p  b y 

t h e  sea  n ea r  B yb l o s  w h er e  i t  h ad  b ecom e  in co rp or a t ed  in to  t h e  

t r un k  o f  a  t r e e .  Th i s  t r e e  w as  g r ea t l y  ad mi r ed  b y t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  

co un t r y,  w h o  caus ed  i t  t o  b e  cho pp ed  d o wn  an d  t h e  t r un k  us ed  a s  

a  p i l l a r  t o  su pp or t  t h e  ro o f  o f  h i s  h ous e .  I s i s  d i s gu i s ed  he r s e l f  

an d ,  u s i n g  h e r  sk i l l s ,  b ecam e nu r sem aid  t o  t h e  k i n g’ s  s on  u n t i l  

s h e  w as  d i s co v e r ed  b y t h e  qu een .  Is i s  t h en  r equ es t ed  t h e  p i l l a r  

( P l u t a r ch  2 00 3 :  41 ,  1 6 )  f r om  w hi ch  she  l i b e r a t ed  th e  co f f i n  and  

o p en ed  i t  t o  r ev ea l  t h e  bo d y o f  O s i r i s .   Sh e  th en  j o u r n eye d  back  

t o  E g yp t  wi t h  t h e  ch es t  an d  bo d y ,  w h ich  s h e  h i d  i n  t h e  de s e r t .   

P l u t a r ch  (P l u t a r ch  2 0 03 :  4 5 ,  1 8 )  s a ys  t h a t  H o rus ,  w ho ,  was  b e i n g  

r ea r ed  in  t h e  v i c in i t y  o f  Bu t o ,  h e l p ed  Is i s  i n  t h i s  t a s k  bu t  l a t e r  

v e r s io ns  o f  t h e  acco u n t  ( qu o t ed  fo r  ex am pl e  b y A r m o u r  20 0 1 :  

6 0 ,  an d  P in ch  20 02 :  8 0 )  r e co un t  t h a t  on l y a t  t h i s  s t age  w as  Is i s  

ab l e  t o  us e  h e r  m agi c  t o  w ar m and  b r ea t h e  l i f e  i n to  Os i r i s ’ s  bo d y 

l on g  eno u gh  f o r  h e r  t o  b eco m e i mp r egn a t ed  w i th  h i s  s eed  and  

ev en t ua l l y  t o  g i v e  b i r th  t o  Ho r us .  

U n f o r tu n a t e l y ,  S e th  wh i l s t  hu n t i n g  b y  mo on l i gh t  ca m e ac r o ss  t h e  

ch es t  and ,  o f  cou rse ,  r eco gn i s ed  i t .   He  op en ed  th e  ch es t  an d  cu t  

O si r i s ’ s  b od y i n t o  f o u r t een  p a r t s  wh i ch  he  t h en  d i s t r i bu t ed  

t h ro u gho u t  E g yp t .   I s i s ,  a i d ed  b y h e r  s i s t e r  N ep h t h ys ,  w ho  

ap p ear s  t o  h ave  fo r s ak en  h e r  hu sb and  S e t h ,  t hen  s ea r ch ed  f o r  t h e  

f o u r t een  p a r t s .   S he  su cceed ed  in  l o ca t in g  a l l  bu t  t h e  ph a l lus  o f  

O s i r i s ,  wh i ch  S e th  h ad  th r ow n  in t o  th e  r i v e r  and  h ad  been  ea t en  

b y f i s he s .   U nd e t e r r ed ,  I s i s  m ad e  a  r ep l i c a  o f  t h e  ph a l lu s  f r om 

c l a y ( P l u t a r ch  2 00 3 :  4 7 ,  1 8 ) .  

A t  t h i s  s t age  P l u t a rch  r ecou n t s  (P l u t a rch  2 00 3 :  4 7 ,  1 9 )  t ha t  

O s i r i s  c ame  t o  Ho ru s  f r om th e  o t h e r  wo r ld  an d  ex e r c i s ed  an d  

t r a i n ed  h i m f o r  b a t t l e .  A f t e r  a  t i m e ,  he  a sk ed  Ho r us  w h a t  h e  h e l d  

t o  b e  t h e  mo s t  no b le  o f  a l l  t h i n gs ,  t o  w h ich  H or us  r ep l i ed ,  “to  

avenge  one’ s  f a t her  and  mothe r  f o r  e v i l  done  t o  t h em.”   O s i r i s  

n o w kn ew th a t  Ho ru s  w as  r ead y t o  f a ce  Se th  an d  c l a i m  h i s  

b i r th r i gh t .   In t e r e s t i n g l y,  t h e re  i s  no  m en t i on  i n  t h e  h i e ro g l yp h i c  

t ex t s  o f  t h i s  ap pea ran ce  o f  O s i r i s  a f t e r  h i s  d ea th  an d  t h i s  ap p ear s  

t o  b e  som e th i n g  P lu t a r ch  h as  ad ded  in  ( G r i f f i t h s  1 96 0 :  10 4 ) .  

P ow er  su gges t s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  G r eek - i ns p i r ed  s ec t io n  a s  no  G reek  

s to r y i s  comp l e t e  wi th ou t  m en t i on  o f  a  b a t t l e  (2 01 0 :  9 6 ) ,  a  

s om ewh a t  s im pl i s t i c  v i ew !  P lu t a r ch  g iv e s  on l y a  cu r so r y 

d e s c r ip t io n  (P lu t a rch  2 00 3 :  4 9 ,  1 9 )  o f  t h e  b a t t l e s  b e t w een  Ho r us  

an d  Se th  w hi ch  r esu l t  i n  Ho ru s  c l a imin g  h i s  b i r t h r i gh t .   A  mu ch  

m o re  d e t a i l ed  accou n t  o f  t h e i r  co n t end in g  h as  a l re ad y b een  g iv en  

i n  C h ap t e r  9 .    
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1 2 .7  S eth  in  l a t er  t i mes  

T h i s  t h es i s ,  i n  comm on  wi t h  o th e r  E g yp to lo g i ca l  w or k ,  t ak e s  t h e  

d ea th  o f  C l eo p a t r a  a s  i t s  end po in t .  H ow ev e r ,  a  l a r ge  bo dy o f  

ev id ence  ex i s t s  fo r  t h e  co n t i nu ed  wo rs h i p  o f  S e t h  in  E g yp t  

d u r i n g  th e  R om an  occu p a t i on .  Th e  H e id e lb e r g  Fes t iv a l  pap yr u s  

r e f e r s  t o  a  f e s t i v a l  o f  T yp h o n  in  t he  s eco nd  cen t u r y C . E .  (Y o u t i e  

1 9 51 :  1 89 - 19 2) ,  and  i n  t h e  D akh l e h  and  Kh a r ga  o a s es  t h e r e  a r e  

ab un d an t  r e fe r en ces  i n  r e l i e f s  an d  t ex ts  t o  t h e  w or sh ip  o f  S e t h  

i n t o  l a t e r  Ro m an  t im es  ( F r an k fu r t e r  19 9 8 :  11 3  and  Ik r am -  

p e r so n a l  comm un ica t i on )  an d  o f  i nd iv id u a l s  wh o  w e r e  ho ld e r s  o f  

t h e  o f f i c e  o f  “p ro ph e t  o f  S e t h ”  (C r uz -U r ib e  2 00 9 :  2 07 ) .  T h e  go d  

w as  a l s o  i nv ok ed  in  r i t u a l  sp e l l s  o f  t he  t h i r d  and  f ou r th  

c en tu r i es ,  f o r  ex amp l e :  

“ . . . . t h i s  i s  t h e  ch i e f  name  o f  T yphon ,  a t  whom t he  g round ,  t h e  

d ep t hs  o f  t h e  sea ,  H a d es ,  hea ven ,  t h e  s un ,  t h e  m oo n ,  t h e  v i s ib l e  

ch or us  o f  s ta r s ,  t h e  wh o l e  un i ve r s e  a l l  t r emb l e ,  t h e  n am e  w h i ch ,  

w h en  i t  i s  u t t e r ed ,  f o r c i b l y  br in gs  g ods  a nd  s p i r i t s  t o  i t . . .  

T h e  i n vo ca t i on  

I  ca l l  you  who  d id  f i r s t  con t ro l  gods ’  wra th  

You  who  ho ld  r oya l  s cep t r e  o ’ er  t h e  he a vens ,  

Y ou  wh o  ar e  m id po i n t  o f  t h e  s ta r s  a bove ,  

Y ou ,  ma s t er  T yp hon ,  you  I  ca l l ,  w ho  ar e  

The  dr eaded  sove r e i gn  o ’ er  t h e  f i rmamen t .  

Y ou  wh o  ar e  f ea r f u l ,  aw es o me ,  t h r ea t en in g ,  

You  who ’r e  ob scu re  and  i r re s i s t i b l e  

A n d  ha t e r  o f  t h e  w icked ,  you  I  ca l l ,  

Typhon” .  

( F r an kf u r t e r  19 98 :  1 1 4) .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i od ,  f e s t i v a l s  we r e  h e ld  a t  Bu s i r i s  and  Lyco po l i s ,  

w h e r e  th e  m ak i n g  an d  ea t in g  o f  c ak es  w i t h  a  r e l i e f  o f  a  bo u nd  

a s s  up on  t hem s i gn i f i ed  th e  r i t u a l  ex ec r a t i on  o f  Se th /T yp h o n  

( F r an kf u r t e r  19 98 :  5 4 ) .  

T h e  w o rsh ip  o f  S e th  i n  E g yp t  du r i n g  th e  R om an  p e r i od  o f f e r s  

am pl e  op po r t un i t y f o r  f u r t he r  s t ud y .       
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1 2 .8  C on clud ing  rema rk s  

T h e  P to l emi es  w en t  t o  g r ea t  l en g t hs  t o  p r es e rv e  t he  t r ad i t i on a l  

E g yp t i an  r e l i g io n  an d  in d eed  e i t he r  ex t ens i v e l y em b el l i shed  o r  

n ewl y co n s t ru c t ed  m an y t em pl es  t h r ough o u t  E g yp t  ( Bo wm an  

1 9 86 :  1 68 ) .   T h e  ma j o r  d e i t i e s  Am on ,  Is i s ,  R e ,  Ho r us ,  Os i r i s ,  

A n ub i s  and  Ha th o r  co n t i nu ed  to  b e  u b iq u i t i o us  an d  p rom in en t  

b u t  n o  do ub t  i n  t h e  to w ns  and  v i l l age s  o f  t h e  cou n t r y o r d in a r y 

p eop l e  co n t in ued  th e i r  wo rs h i p  o f  t h e i r  l o ca l  god s .   So ,  a l t ho u gh  

w e  h av e  a t  t h e  p re sen t  t im e  no  ev id ence  to  s up po r t  t h i s ,  Se t h  w as  

p r ob ab l y s t i l l  wo r sh ip p ed  in  t h e  t o wns  an d  v i l l ages  t r ad i t i o na l l y 

a s so c i a t ed  wi th  h im  e . g .  ce r t a in  D e l t a  s i t e s  and  O mb os  in  Up p er  

E g yp t .  Ce r t a in l y t he  a sp ec t  o f  S e th ,  po p u l a r  du r i n g  th e  N ew  

K i n gdom ,  a s  p r o t ec t o r  o f  wo r l d  o rd e r  f i gh t in g  A po ph i s  i s  c l e a r l y 

s een  i n  t h e  o as e s  bu t ,  o n  th e  o t h er  h an d ,  he  i s  c l e a r l y i den t i f i ed  

w i t h  th e  f o rce s  o f  ch aos  i n  t h e  r e l i e f s  s een  a t  E d fu  (C ruz -U r ib e  

2 0 09 :  2 08 ) .  

T h i s  d i ch o t om y m ay w e l l  b e  d ue  t o  h i s  as so c i a t io n  wi th  ‘ t h i n gs  

f o r e i gn ’  w hi ch  t o l d  aga i ns t  h im f o l l owi n g  t he  As s yr i an  and  

P e rs i an  in v as i on s ,  an d  r e su l t ed  in  t he  p r omi n en ce  o f  t h e  m yt h s  

w h e r e  h e  i s  po r t r a yed  as  v i l l a i n  o f  t h e  p i ece  a s  i l l u s t r a t ed  b y h i s  

r o l e s  i n  P ap yr u s  J um i lh ac ,  t h e  Be r l in  P ap yr u s  and  u po n  th e  w a l l s  

o f  t he  t em pl e  a t  Edf u .   I t  i s  t h e r e fo r e  n o t  s u rp r i s in g  th a t  

P l u t a r ch  an d  o th e r  G r eek  w r i t e r s  ch ose  to  h i gh l i gh t  t h i s  a s p ec t  

o f  S e t h ’ s  ch ar ac t e r .   T he  f ac t  t h a t  t h ey  co u l d  no t  r e ad  

h i e r o g l yp h s  th em se l v es  an d  w er e  r e l i an t  up on  t he  t a l e s  t o l d  t o  

t h em b y t h e  E g yp t i an  p r i e s t s  a l l o w ed  f o r  accou n t s  t h a t  we r e  

b i as ed  aga ins t  S e th .   O n e  can  im ag i n e  t h a t  a  v e r y d i f f e r en t  

a cco un t  o f  t he  god  an d  h i s  ro l e  i n  E g yp t i an  r e l i g i on  m ay h av e  

b een  g i ven  b y a  p r i e s t  o f  S e t h  h a i l i n g  f r om  Omb os  co mp ar ed  to  

t h a t  g i v en  b y a  p r i es t  i n  A lex an d r i a ,  Mem phi s  o r  Th eb es ,  w h o  

w e r e  p r ob ab l y t h e  o n es  en cou n t e red  by  P l u t a r ch  an d  h i s  

co mp at r i o t s .           
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1 3 .  SE TH A N D FOR EI GN  GO DS .  

1 3 .1  In t rod uc t i on  

W e h av e  s een  t h r ough  th e  co ur s e  o f  t he  th es i s  ( s ec t i on s  5 . 4  and  

7 . 5 )  h o w S e t h  i s  a s s o c i a t ed  wi t h  f o re ign  go ds ,  and  t h i s  ch ap t e r  

s eeks  to  ex p an d  upo n  th i s  su b j ec t .   T he  a n c i en t  E g yp t i an s  

p r e f e r red  th e i r  l i f e  t o  b e  an  o r d e red  o ne ,  o n e  l i v ed  b y m a a t ,  t h i s  

co n cep t  t h a t  s t oo d  f o r  t h e  d iv i n e l y - ap p o i n t ed  o r d er  o f  t h i n gs ,  t he  

eq u i l i b r i um  o f  t h e  u n i v er s e  wi th  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  r eg u l a r  

m ov em ent s  o f  t h e  s t a r s ,  t h e  s un ,  t h e  mo o n ,  t h e  s eas on s  and  t h e  

s equ en ce  o f  t i m e .   M a at  s t oo d  f o r  s o c i a l  an d  r e l i g i ou s  o rd e r ,  t h e  

r e l a t i on sh ip  b e t w een  m an  and  m an ,  man  an d  th e  god s  an d  m an  

an d  th e  d ead  (Wa t t e r s on  1 98 4 :  60 ) .   Wh i l s t  t h e  E g yp t i an s  cou ld  

a t t empt  t o  l i v e  t h i s  o rd e r ed  l i f e  w i th in  E g yp t ,  t h in gs  fo r e ign  

w e r e  a  t h r ea t  t o  t h i s  co n cep t  an d ,  a s  su ch ,  w er e  l i ab l e  t o  b e  

o u t s i de  t h e i r  con t ro l .   Th e  S e t h - an ima l  w as  im agi n ed  t o  l i v e  

o u t s i de  t h i s  co n t ro l l ed ,  i n h ab i t ed  wo r ld  i n  t h e  d es e r t  (T e  V e ld e  

1 9 67 :  1 11 ) ,  a  p l ace  th a t  t h e  E g yp t i an s  f e a r ed .   S e th  w as  a l so  t he  

go d  o f  o th e r  t h i n gs  th a t  t h rea t en ed  maa t :  w i nd ,  s to rm s ,  v i o l en t  

r a in ;  i t  w as  an  eas y  s t ep  t o  i n c l ud e  t h in gs  fo r e i gn  as  a l s o  

b e lo n gi n g  t o  h i s  s ph e r e  o f  i n f l u en ce .  

T h e  E g yp t i ans  v i ew ed  f o r e i gn e rs  a s  ba r b a r i ans  and  as  l i v in g  in  a  

m i s e r ab l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  wo r l d  ( co mp a r ed  t o  t h e  l an d  o f  E gyp t ) ,  

t h e i r  w a t e r  su pp l y w as  w r e t ch ed ,  wh ich  fo r ce d  t h em to  l i v e  a  

n om ad i c  ex i s t en ce ,  and  h en ce  t h ey h a d  a  r e s t l e s s  n a t u r e  an d  w e r e  

a l w ays  g r u m bl i n g .  Fu r th e rm o re ,  t h e i r  s ex u a l  co nd u c t  w a s  

r ep r eh ens i b l e ,  S e t h ,  o f  co u rs e ,  wa s  a l so  kn ow n a s  a  go d  wh os e  

s ex u a l  t em p e r am en t  t r an s g r es s e d  t ab oo s  ( K em bol y 2 0 10 :  2 2 7)  

an d  w ho  co u ld  ex e r t  h i s  s ex u a l  app e t i t e  wi th  e i t h e r  f em ale  o r  

m al e  ( s ee  s ec t i on s  9 . 12  abo v e  and  1 3 .5  be lo w ) .   Fo r e i gn er s  w e r e  

a l so  g i v en  t o  d r un ken ess ,  and  w e r e  qua r r e l s om e and  mu rd e r ou s  

( T e  Ve ld e  1 96 7 :  111 ) .   T h e  f o r e i gne r  i s  t h e  ‘ Oth e r ’ ,  a  b e in g  th a t  

d o es  n o t  s peak  E g yp t i an  an d  i s  a  s ou r ce  o f  d an ge r  an d  d i so r d e r  

( Z i v i e -C o ch e  2 01 1 :  4 ) .   

A n  ex am pl e  o f  t h i s  a t t i t u de  m a y b e  s een  i n  t h e  Mi dd l e  K in gd om  

t a l e  –  ‘T h e  S to r y o f  S in uh e ’ .   S in uh e ,  h av i n g  f l ed  E g yp t  d u e  to  a  

m i s un de r s t an d i n g ,  b ec am e  v e r y s u ccess f u l  w h i l s t  l i v in g  in  a  

f o r e i gn  co un t r y,  b u t  i n  sp i t e  o f  t h i s  s ucce s s  m o re  t h an  anyt h i n g  

h e  wi s h ed  t o  r e t u r n  to  E g yp t :  

“Whichever  god  dec r eed  t h i s  f l i gh t ,  ha ve  mer cy ,  b r in g  me  ho m e!   

S ur e l y  yo u  w i l l  l e t  m e  see  t he  p la ce  in  wh i ch  m y  h ea r t  dwe l l s !   
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Wh a t  i s  mor e  i mp or t an t  t ha n  th a t  m y  co rp s e  b e  bu r i ed  i n  t h e  

l an d  in  wh ich  I  w as  b orn ?   C om e  t o  m y  a i d !   Wh a t  i f  t h e  ha p py  

even t  s ho u l d  o ccur ?   M a y  go d  p i t y  m e!  M a y  he  a c t  so  as  t o  m ake  

h a pp y  th e  end  o f  on e  w ho m h e  pu n i s hed!  Ma y  h i s  h ear t  ach e  f or  

o n e  wh om  h e  f or ced  t o  l i v e  ab ro ad!  I f  h e  i s  t r u l y  a pp ea sed  

t od a y ,  m a y  h e  h ea rken  t o  t h e  pr a yer  o f  o n e  f ar  a wa y!  M ay  h e  

r e tu rn  o ne  w ho m he  m ad e  ro a m t h e  ear th  t o  t h e  p la ce  f r om  w hi ch  

he  ca rr i ed  h im o f f !”                             

( Li ch t h e im  1 97 3 :  22 8 -2 29 ) .  

M an y o f  t h e  p l ace s  a s s o c i a t ed  wi t h  S e t h ,  e . g .  O mb os  an d  t h e  

ea s t e r n  D e l t a  l ay o n  t h e  bo r de r s  o f  t he  d es e r t ,  o f t en  o n  ca r av an  

r o u t es  wh i ch  w ou l d  h av e  en ab l ed  co n tac t  w i th  fo r e i gn e rs  t o  h av e  

t ak en  p l ace .   O n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a r eas  whe r e  t h i s  occu r r e d  was  a t  

t h e  bo r de r  o f  t h e  Li b yan  d e s e r t  p a r t i cu l a r l y a t  t h e  o as e s  l o ca t ed  

t h e r e .   T h e  Li b yan  go d  o f  t h e  oa s es  was  Ash .  H e  w as  d ep i c t ed  a s  

a  h awk  d e i t y ,  an d  th e  E g yp t i ans  i d en t i f i ed  h im  a s  t h e  god  o f  t h e  

Li b u  and  T in hu  t r i b e s ,  wh o  w er e  k now n  as  t h e  ‘p eo p l e  o f  t h e  

o a s es ’  ( H a r t  19 86 :  3 3 ) .   As h  w as  a l so  ‘ Lo r d  o f  t h e  D es er t ’  and  

t h i s  a l l o w ed  an  ob v i ou s  id en t i f i c a t i on  b e tw een  h im  an d  S e t h  i n  

w h a t  Wi l k i ns on  ( 199 9 :  2 82 )  d es c r i b es  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

ex ampl e s  o f  s yn c r e t i sm .   R e l i g i ou s  s yn c r e t i sm  i s  de f in ed  a s  t h e  

b l en d in g  o f  tw o  o r  m o re  r e l i g i ous  s ys t em s  i n t o  a  n ew s ys t em ,  o r ,  

a s  i n  t h i s  c as e ,  t h e  i n co rp o r a t i on  i n to  a  r e l i g i ou s  t r ad i t i on  o f  

b e l i e f s  f r om un r e l a t ed  t r ad i t i o ns .   O n ce  Se th  h ad  been  th us  

a s so c i a t ed  wi th  a  fo r e i gn  go d  t o  t h e  wes t  o f  t h e  co un t r y ,  i t  i s  

e a s y t o  s ee  t h a t  i n  t h e  eas t ,  w h e re  t h e r e  wo u l d  h av e  b een  con t ac t  

w i t h  t h e  s emi t i c - s peak in g  peop l es  and  th e  H i t t i t e s ,  a  s i mi l a r  

s i t u a t io n  a r os e  wi th  t h e i r  go ds ,  Baa l  an d  T es hu b  r es p ec t i v e l y ,  

w h o  d emo ns t r a t ed  p r op e r t i e s  i n  com mo n  w i th  S e t h .   W e w i l l  no w 

t ak e  a  c lo se r  l oo k  a t  t he s e  r e l a t i o ns h i ps ;  a  m ap  ( F i gu r e  2 6 )  

s ho wi n g  t h e  r e l a t i on sh ip  b e t w een  E g yp t  and  i t s  n e i ghb our s  

w h e r e  th es e  fo r e i gn  go ds  o r i g in a t ed  i s  i n c lu d ed .  
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F i gu r e  2 6 :  M ap  s how i n g  E g yp t  and  i t s  n e i ghb ou r i n g  s t a t es  f r om 

w h ich  th e  f o r e i gn  go ds  as so c i a t ed  wi th  S e th  o r i g i n a t ed .  ( Fr o m 

S h aw  an d  Ni cho l son  19 95 :  7 ) .   
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1 3 .2  A sh  

A p ar t  f r om  A sh ’s  ro l e  as  ‘ Lo r d  o f  t h e  D es e r t ’ ,  Ha r t  a l so  su gges t s  

( 1 98 6 :  3 4 )  t h a t  h e  w as  th e  o r i g i na l  god  o f  Omb os  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

a r r iv a l  o f  S e t h  as  i t s  m aj o r  d e i t y .   C e r t a i n l y b y D yn as t y 2  a  s ea l -

i mp r es s io n  o f  P e r i bs en  f ro m Ab yd o s  (P e t r i e  1 90 1 :  1 79 ,  

Wi l k i ns on  1 99 9 :  2 63 )  s ho ws  As h  wi t h  t h e  bo d y o f  a  h um an  an d  a  

S e t h - l i k e  head  ( see  d i s cu ss i on  o f  i d en t i f i ca t i on  o f  S e th  on  page  

2 0 )  w ea r in g  th e  w h i t e  c ro wn  o f  U pp e r  E g yp t  an d  ca r r yi n g  a  w as -

s cep t r e .   

T h e  wa s - s cep t r e  q u i ck l y b ecam e  p a r t  o f  d ep i c t io ns  i n i t i a l l y  o f ,  

S e t h  and  th en  o f  t he  r e s t  o f  t h e  E g yp t i an  m al e  god s  ( i t  w as  

r a r e l y h e l d  b y f em a l e  god s )  an d  ev en t ua l l y  o f  t h e  ph a r aohs .    

T h e  s cep t r e  w as  a  sym b o l  o f  po w er  and  dom in i on .   T h e  to p  p a r t  

o f  t he  s cep t r e  w as  th o u gh t  t o  r ep re s en t  t h e  S e th  an im al  

( W ain w r i gh t  1 9 32 :  1 7 1) .   An  imm ens e  w as - s cep t r e  w as  f ou n d  i n  

S et h ’s  t emp l e  a t  Om bo s  (P e t r i e  an d  Qu ib e l l  18 96 :  68 ,  Gor d on ,  

G o r do n  an d  Sch w ab e  1 99 5 :  1 89 ) .    

Wh i l s t  S e t h  app ea rs  t o  h av e  t ak en  ov er  f ro m  As h  a s  ‘ Lo r d  o f  t h e  

D es e r t  and  O as es ’ ,  a  s i n gl e  rep r es en t a t i on  o f  A sh  i s  k no wn  f rom  

t h e  P to l ema i c  (o r  po ss ib l y R om an )  p e r i od .   In  t h e  Br i gh t on  

M us eum  th e r e  i s  an  e l ab or a t e l y d eco r a t ed  ca r t on nage  mum m y -

cas e .   O n e  o f  t h e  d iv in i t i e s  d ep i c t ed  up o n  t h e  cas e  i s  a  go d  w i th  

t h ree  h eads ,  t ho s e  o f  a  l i o n ,  a  s e r p en t  w ea r i n g  th e  c r o wn  o f  

U p p er  E g yp t  an d  a  v u l tu r e .   Th e  accom p an yi n g  in s c r ip t io n  r e f e r s  

t o  t h i s  go d  a s  ‘Ash  w i th  many  f a ce s ’  (S ho r t e r  19 25 :  78 ) .   I t  

s e em s  su r p r i s i n g  t ha t  a f t e r  s o  man y ye a r s  A sh  s ho u ld  be  

d ep i c t ed ,  b u t  a  p oss ib l e  ex p l an a t io n  i s  t h a t  d u r i n g  th e  S a i t e  

r ev i v a l ,  wh i ch  r ev er ed  an yt h in g  t h a t  be l on ged  to  t h e  Ol d  

K i n gdom ,  h i s  cu l t  m a y h a v e  b een  rev iv ed .  

1 3 .3  Ba a l  

Baa l  w as  th e  ch i e f  go d  o f  t h e  W es te r n  s emi t i c - s peak i n g  peo p l es ;  

h i s  cu l t  h ad  s p r ead  f r om  U ga r i t  i n  S yr i a  w h er e  h e  w as  a  

p r omi n en t  go d  o f  t h e  s k y an d  s to r ms  (H a r t  19 86 :  50 ;  W es t  1 99 9 :  

8 5 ) .   H e w as  i n i t i a l l y  b r o u gh t  t o  E g yp t  b y t h e  H yk s o s  an d  

p r ob ab l y b ecaus e  o f  h i s  a s so c i a t io n  wi t h  s t o r ms ,  a  t r a i t  he  

s h a r ed  w i th  S e t h ,  an d  th e  fac t  t h a t  h e  w as  a  fo r e i gn  god ,  h e  

b ecam e  as so c i a t ed  w i t h  S e th ,  so  th a t  h i s  n am e in  h i e r o gl yp hs  

w as  w r i t t en  wi t h  a  S e t h  d e t e rmi n a t i v e .  



  



154 
 

Fr o m th e  t im e  o f  Am enh o t ep  I I ,  t h e r e  ex i s t ed  a  t em pl e  d ed i ca t ed  

t o  Baa l  a t  P e ru -n e fe r ,  t h e  h a r bo ur  c i t y  q ua r t e r  o f  M em phi s  

( Bu r k a rd  and  Th i s sen  2 00 3 :  6 1 )  wh e r e  h e  w as  wo rs h i pp ed  b y 

s a i lo r s  as  t h e  v an qu i s h er  o f  Y amm ,  t he  go d  o f  t h e  s ea   (H a r t  

1 9 86 :  5 0 ) .   In d eed  b ecaus e  Baa l  w as  rega r d ed  b y t h e  E g yp t i an s  

a s  a  m an i f es t a t i on  o f  S e t h ,  t h e y n o w  en d ow e d  S e t h  wi th  a  n ew 

f u n c t i on  an d  d ep i c t ed  h im f i gh t i n g  th e  s ea  ( Te  V eld e  1 967 :  12 3 ) .   

H o w ev e r ,  Baa l  a s  a  go d  o f  t h e  Wes t e rn  s emi t i c - sp eak e rs  i s  no t  

f o r go t t en  and  G ar d i n er  (1 93 2 :  8 2 - 85 )  r e l a t es  t h e  t ak i n g  o f  t h e  

t o wn  o f  J o pp a  b y T h u t mo s i s  I I I .   In  G ar d i n e r ’ s  t r ans l a t i on  o f  t h e  

acco un t  S e t h  f un c t io ns  as  t he  god  o f  t h e  i nh ab i t an t s  o f  t he  t o wn ,  

an d  a s  su ch  he  i s  ex p ec t ed  b y t h e  c i t i z en s  t o  gua r an t ee  th e i r  

s u ccess  o v e r  t h e  E gyp t i ans .   Af t e r  c ap tu r in g  t h e  to wn ,  t h e  

E g yp t i an  com mande r  r ep o r t s  t o  t h e  pha r ao h  t h a t  A mu n  has  

d e l iv e r ed  J op p a  to  t h e  E g yp t i an s .   Th us  t h e  sc r ib e  w ho  w ro t e  

t h i s  r ep o r t  s aw  Amu n  a s  t h e  E g yp t i an  go d ,  ‘ Lo r d  o f  E g yp t ’ ,  an d  

S e t h  in  h i s  r o l e  a s  ‘ Lo r d  o f  f o r e i gn  l an ds ’  a s  t h e  g od  o f  t h e  

W es t e r n  semi t i c - speak e rs .   In  a c tu a l  f a c t ,  t h e  go d  o f  t h e  

i nh ab i t an t s  o f  J op pa  w ou l d  h av e  b een  Baa l .     

Baa l  i s  n o t  o n l y a  go d  o f  t hu nd e r  bu t  i s  a l so  v e r y s t ro n g .   H e  i s  

a l so  th e  god  o f  t h e  c l ou d  t r av e l l i n g  and  t h e  ‘ Lo r d  o f  t he  ea r th ’ ,  

w h i l s t  S e t h  i s  a  ‘ Lo r d  o f  s t r en g th ’ .   Bo th  a r e  o f t en  r e f e r red  t o  a s  

s t ro n g  ox en  ( Zan d ee  19 63 :  14 9 ) ,  and  i t  i s  e as y t o  s ee  t h e  

p a r a l l e l s  t ha t  t h e  Eg yp t i an s  w e r e  ab l e  t o  d raw  b e t w een  t he  tw o  

go d s .  

1 3 .4  T eshub  

T esh ub  w as  in i t i a l l y  t h e  Hu r r i an  go d  o f  sk y an d  s t o rm ;  h i s  

H i t t i t e  n am e  w as  Ta r h un t a s  ( wi t h  so me  min o r  v a r i an t s ) .   H e  i s  

u su a l l y  d ep i c t ed  as  a  m an  ho l d i n g  a  t r i p l e  t h un d er bo l t  and  an  ax e  

o r  m ace .   D ur in g  t he  Ram es s id e  p e r i od  th e  E g yp t i ans  h ad  a  g r ea t  

d ea l  o f  co n t ac t  w i th  t h e  Hi t t i t e s ,  i n i t i a l l y  f i gh t i n g  f o r  con t ro l  o f  

m od e rn  S yr i a  and  ev en t u a l l y ,  i n  t h e  t im e  o f  R am es se s  I I ,  

co n c l ud i n g  a  p eace  t r e a t y ( K i t ch en  198 2 :  7 5 -7 9) .   In  t h i s  t r e a t y 

t h e  E g yp t i an  s up r em e  d e i t y  i s  R e  and  t h a t  o f  t h e  Hi t t i t e s ,  

T esh ub ,  w ho  i s  r ep r e s en t ed  as  S e th  (Ki t ch en  1 98 2 :  7 8 ) ;  

m o reov e r ,  wi t h i n  th e  t r e a t y t h e  Hi t t i t e s  en um er a t ed  s ever a l  go ds  

w h o  w e r e  t o t a l l y  u n k no wn  w i t h in  E g yp t ,  s o  t h ey a r e  a l l  ca l l ed  

S e t h  e . g .  S e th  o f  Z ip p a l and a ,  S e t h  o f  P i t t i ya r k ,  S e t h  o f  Hi s s as p a  

( T e  Ve ld e  1 96 7 :  119 ) .   In  t h e  Hi t t i t e  ve r s i on  o f  t he  t r e a t y ,  R e  i s  

r e f e r r ed  t o  as  S h amas h  ( t h e  Li b yan  n am e  f o r  Re )  an d  S e th  as  

T esh ub  ( Lan gd o n  an d  G a rd in e r  19 20 :  1 8 7) .  
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1 3 .5  An a t  

A n at  w as  a  wa r r i o r - go d d es s  o f  t h e  S yr i ans  an d  w as  f i r s t  

p r om ot ed  b y t h e  Hyk s o s  an d  th en ,  no t  su r p r i s in g l y,  b y t h e  

R am ess i d es .   Sh e  was  i den t i f i ed  ( to g e th e r  w i t h  he r  s i s t e r ,  

A s t a r t e  –  s e e  1 3 . 6  b e lo w )  a s  a  d au gh te r  o f  R e  an d  wi f e  o f  S e th .   

T h e  R am es s id e  m on a r chs  s aw t h es e  tw o  god d ess e s  a s  p ro t ec to r s  

o f  t he  m on a r ch  i n  co mb at  s o ,  fo r  ex amp l e ,  R am es s es  I I I  u s e s  

A n a t  an d  As t a r t e  as  h i s  sh i e ld  o n  t h e  ba t t l e f i e ld  an d  Ram es s es  

I I ’ s  d o g  w as  n amed  “A na t  i n  v i g o ur”  (H a r t  19 86 :  18 ) .   Ram ess es  

I I  a l s o  n am ed  on e  o f  h i s  d au gh t e r s  B in t -A n a t  ( ‘ d au gh t e r  o f  

A n a t ’ )  ( D ods on  and  Hi l to n  20 04 :  1 70) .   Th e  W es t e rn  S em i t es  

i d en t i f i ed  A n a t  as  t h e  co ns o r t  o f  Baa l  an d  p r es um ab l y ,  o nce  th e  

E g yp t i ans  h ad  e s t ab l i s h ed  t h e  co nn ec t i on  b e t w een  Baa l  an d  S e th ,  

t h i s  l ed  t o  t h e  id en t i f i ca t i on  o f  A na t  as  wi f e  o f  S e t h .   Ana t  

f e a tu r es  i n  a  h omo sex u a l  ep i so d e  wi t h  S e t h  in  t h e  Ch es t e r  Bea t t y 

P ap yr u s  V I I  ( G a r d in e r  1 93 5 :  6 1 - 63 ) .   H e r e ,  A na t  d re s s ed  a s  a  

m an ,  i s  d i s po r t i n g  h e r s e l f  i n  a  s t r e am  an d  i s  s een  b y t h e  s un - go d  

b e in g  t ak en  f r om  beh in d  b y S e t h .   S om e  o f  S e th ’ s  s eed  ( s emen )  

h i t s  t h e  su n  go d  b e t w een  t he  eyes  an d  cau s es  h i m t o  b e  i l l ,  s o  h e  

l i e s  do w n up on  h i s  b ed  and  wh en  An a t  v i s i t s  h im  h e  as ks :  

Wh a t  i s  t he  ma t t er  w i th  yo u ,  A na t  t h e  d i v in e ,  you  t he  v i c to r i ou s ,  

w om an  a c t in g  as  a  w ar r io r ,  c la d  as  men  a nd  g i r t  a s  wo men ?   I  

ca m e  h om e  in  t h e  even in g ,  a nd  I  kn ow th a t  you  h a ve  come  to  f r ee  

S e th  f r o m t h e  s eed .     ( M an n i ch e  1 98 7 :  54 ) .  

T h i s  ho mo sex u a l  a sp ec t  o f  S e t h  w e  h av e  a l r ead y s een  in  h i s  

en cou n t e r  wi th  H o ru s  ( s ee  s ec t io n  9 . 12 )  an d ,  a s  h omo s exu a l i t y  

w as  gen e r a l l y  n o t  en cou r aged  ( M an n i ch e  1 98 7 :  2 2 ) ,  p oss ib l y 

ex p r es s e s  i n  a  d i f f e r en t  m ann e r  t h e  ‘ o th e r n ess ’  o f  S e th .   

A l t e rn a t iv e l y,  i t  cou ld  j us t  b e  a  w ay o f  e x p r es s i n g  h i s  v i r i l i t y  

a zn d  h i s  po w er  an d  mi gh t  o v e r  o th e r s .   

1 3 .6  A s t a r t e  

A st a r t e ,  ano t h e r  w ar r io r - go dd es s  o f  t he  S yr i an s ,  w as  p r im a r i l y  

a s so c i a t ed  b y t h e  Eg yp t i an s  wi th  h o rs es  an d  ch ar io t s .   O n  a  s t e l a  

s e t  up  n ea r  t h e  Sp h i nx ,  sh e  i s  d e s c r ib ed  as  b e in g  de l i gh t ed  wi t h  

t h e  equ es t r i an  s k i l l  o f  Am enh o t ep  I I  ( H a r t  19 86 :  35 ) .  She  to o  

w as  a  d au gh t e r  o f  R e  and  wi f e  o f  S e th  (W at t e r s on  1 98 4 :  1 15 ) .   

1 3 .7  Typh on  

In  G r eek  m yt h o lo gy ,  T yp h o n  w as  th e  ch i ld  o f  M ot he r  E ar t h  an d  

T a r t a r us  ( t h e  p l ace  o f  t o r t u re  i n  H ad es ) .   H e  was  th e  l a r ge s t  
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m on s t e r  eve r  b o rn ,  w i t h  an  a s s ’  h ead  (an  an im al  o f t en  as so c i a t ed  

w i t h  S e th ,  T e  V elde  19 67 :  26 ) ,  an d  imm ens e l y l o n g  a r ms  t h a t  

en d ed  i n  co un t l es s  s e r p en t s ’  heads ;  mo r e  s e rp en t s  co mp r i s ed  h i s  

l egs  an d  he  p os s es sed  v a s t  w in gs  w hi ch  b lo t t ed  o u t  t h e  s un .   

F r o m h i s  eye s  h e  f l a s h ed  f i r e ,  and  f rom  h i s  mo u t h  he  be l ch ed  

f l am in g  ro cks .   A f t e r  h i s  b i r th  h e  h eaded  t ow ar ds  O l ym p us ,  

c au s in g  th e  god s  t o  f l e e  i n  t e r ro r  t o  Eg yp t  w he r e  th e y d i s gu i s ed  

t h ems e lv es  as  an i ma l s  so  th a t  t h ey w o u ld  n o t  b e  n o t i c ed  am on gs t  

t h e  E g yp t i an  god s  (W at t e r s on  1 98 4 :  1 16 - 11 7 ) .   Zeu s  ev en tu a l l y  

o v e r cam e h im  w i t h  h i s  t hu nd e rb o l t s ,  an d  th e  mo ns t e r  t h en  f l ed  t o  

S i c i l y  w h e r e  Zeu s  th r ew Mo un t  E t na  on  t op  o f  h i m.  

S o ,  l i k e  S e t h ,  T yp h o n  w as  as so c i a t ed  w i t h  v i o l en ce  and  tu r moi l ,  

an d  h e  w as  as so c i a t ed  wi t h  t h e  co l ou r  r ed  d u e  t o  h i s  h av in g  

b ecom e a  v o l can o ,  w h i l s t  S e t h  w as  as so c i a t ed  w i t h  t h e  co l ou r  

t h ro u gh  h i s  ro l e  as  go d  o f  t h e  de s e r t  ( dSrt -  t he  r ed  l an d )   (T e  

V e ld e  1 96 7 :  6 2 ) .   

1 3 .8  Su mma ry  

In i t i a l l y  S e th ,  du e  t o  h i s  na tu r e  and  h i s  m u rd e r  o f  Os i r i s ,  w as  

s een  a s  a  go d  ap a r t  b y t h e  E g yp t i an s ,  an d  th i s  m ean t  h e  w as  

i d ea l l y  p l aced  to  hav e  an yt h in g  th a t  was  fo r e i gn  to  t h em p l aced  

u n de r  h i s  a eg i s .   A t  t h i s  s t age ,  p r ob ab l y u p  t o  t h e  end  o f  t h e  

R am ess i d e  p e r io d ,  h i s  ro l e  w as  p ro bab l y s een  a s  a  m ed i a to r  

b e tw een  t h i n gs  f o re i gn  an d  t h e  E g yp t i an  r e l i g io n ,  h e n ce  h i s  

i d en t i f i c a t i on  w i t h  A s h ,  Baa l ,  an d  T esh u b .    U n fo r t un a t e ly ,  

f o l lo wi n g  t h e  As s yr i an  an d  to  s om e ex t en t  t h e  P er s i an  i nvas io ns  

o f  E g yp t ,  t h i n gs  f o r e i gn  w e r e  lo ok ed  a t  i n  a  n ew  u n f av ou r ab l e  

l i gh t .   Th e  p r ev io us l y s e l f - as su r ed  goo d wi l l  sh ow n b y t h e  

E g yp t i ans  t o  f o r e i gn e r s  and  th in gs  f o re i gn  tu r n ed  to  h a t red  (T e  

V e ld e  1 96 7 :  1 39 ) .   T h e  E g yp t i ans  w e re  f aced  wi t h  a  s i t u a t io n  

w h e r e  th e  cho s en  co u n t r y ( tA mri)  cou l d  b e  o ccu p i ed  an d  

p lu nd e r ed  b y f o r e ign e r s ,  and  n o t  su r p r i s in g l y ,  t h i s  d r ead  and  

d i s con t en t  w e r e  u n lo ad ed  u po n  th e  t r ad i t i on a l  go d  o f  fo re i gn e rs ,  

S e t h  ( T e  V eld e  1 967 :  14 3 ;  Zi v i e -C o che  20 11 :  2 ) .   
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1 4 .  CO NC LU D IN G RE MA R KS .  

W e h av e  s een  t ha t  S e t h  w as  an  an c i en t  god ,  f i r s t  w or sh ipp ed  in  

t h e  r eg io n  o f  N aq ad a  a t  N eb e t  –  ‘ go l d  to w n ’  –  g iv i n g  r i s e  t o  t h e  

ep i th e t  o f  S e t h ,  N eb t y  –  ‘ he  o f  go l d  t ow n ’ .   H i s  w o rsh ip  m us t  

h av e  a l so  s p r ead  to  o t h e r  c en t r e s  i n  Up p e r  E g yp t ,  t wo  m aj o r  

s i t e s  b e i n g  H yp s e l i s ,  t h e  c ap i t a l  o f  t h e  1 1
t h

 Up pe r  E g yp t i an  

n om e  w hi ch  w as  k no w n to  t h e  E g yp t i an s  a s  Sh a -s eh e tep  –  ‘ t h e  

p i g - i s -p ac i f i ed ’ ,  t he  p i g  h e r e  p r ob ab l y  r ep re s en t in g  S e th  ( a s  i t  

w as  an  an im a l  as soc i a t ed  wi th  h i m ( Te  V el d e  19 67 :  22 ) ,  an d  

Ox yr h yn ch u s ,  t h e  cap i t a l  o f  t h e  1 9
t h

 no m e o f  Up p er  E g yp t .   A l l  

o f  t he s e  p l aces  a r e  c l os e  to  t he  d e s e r t  an d  so  o n e  can  r ead i l y 

i mag i n e  t h a t  t h e  wo r sh ip  o f  a  god  as so c i a t ed  w i t h  t h e  d es e r t  

w o u l d  hav e  sp r un g  u p  amo n gs t  t h e  i n hab i t an t s .   T h e  de s e r t  w as  

s om et h i n g  to  b e  f ea r ed  an d  i t s  god  w ou ld  n eed  t o  b e  p l aca t ed .    

A t  t h e  s am e  t i me  as  v a r i ou s  cu l t  c en t re s  we r e  b e i n g  es t a b l i sh ed  

i n  S e th ’ s  n ame ,  H or u s  ( a  f a l con  god )  w as  a l s o  b e in g  w ors h i pp ed  

i n  bo th  Lo w er  E g yp t  a t  Behd e t  an d  Up p e r  E g yp t  a t  Nekhen  ( l a t e r  

c a l l ed  b y t h e  Gr eeks ,  Hi e r ako np o l i s ) .   I t  i s  s u gges t ed  th a t  H o rus  

o r i g i n a t ed  i n  t h e  De l t a  an d  h i s  wo rs h ip  m ad e  i t s  w a y t o  N ek h en  

w h en  som e  o f  h i s  fo l l ow ers  s a i l ed  s ou t h  (W at t e r so n  19 84 :  9 9 ) .   

N ek h en  b ecam e s t ro n g  an d  ev en t u a l l y  ( a s  d i s cu ss ed  i n  C hap t e r  

4 )  u nd e r  K in g  S corp io n  th e  f o l l o wer s  o f  t he  haw k  ( Ho ru s )  

d e f ea t ed  t h e  f o l l ower s  o f  Se th .    

O n ce  th e  co un t r y a s  a  w ho l e  w as  un i t ed  un de r  N a rm er ,  t hen  

H o r us  b ecam e th e  ro ya l  go d  an d  t h i s  was  r em emb er ed  i n  t h e  

k in g’ s  ‘ H or us  Name ’ .   An o t h er  p a r t  o f  t h e  t i t u l a r y w as  the  

‘ G ol d en  H o ru s ’  n am e ,  so  ca l l ed  b ecaus e  as  a  m on o gr am  i t  

f e a tu r es  a  h awk  s i t t i n g  up on  th e  h i e r og l yp h  f o r  go ld :  

  

A s  d i s cu ss ed  ea r l i e r  (S ec t io n  5 . 3 )  i t  ha s  b een  su gges t ed  e i th e r  

t h a t  t h i s  r ep r e s en t s  H o rus ’  v i c to r y o v er  S e th ,  a s  t h e  h i e rog l yp h  

f o r  go ld  ( n ebu )  s ym bo l i s e s  S e t h  du e  to  h i s  w o rs h ip  a t  N eb e t  ,   o r  

t h a t  i t  i n d i ca t e s  a  co n cep t  o f  t h e  k in g  b e in g  a  f a l con  m ade  o f  

go l d  (W at t e r so n  198 4 :  1 00 . )  Ho w ev e r ,  cou ld  i t  b e  t h a t  l i ke  t h e  

‘ T w o Lad i e s ’  nam e i t  w as  a  w a y o f  s ayi n g  t h a t  t he  k in g  w as  

r eco gn i s ed  as  b e i ng  t h e  go d  o f  bo t h  Lo w er  E g yp t  ( Ho r us )  and  

U p p er  E g yp t  ( S e th )?    Ce r t a in l y ,  a s  we  h av e  s een  i n  t h e  Pyr am i d  

T ex t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  n um ero us  m en t i on s  o f  t h e  ‘ Mo un ds  o f  H or u s ’  

an d  th e  ‘ Mo un ds  o f  S e th ’ ,  t h es e  b e i n g  t ak en  a s  r ep r e s en t in g  th e  

t w o  r ea lm s  o f  E g yp t  an d  t h e  to wn s  and  v i l l age s  o f  Lo w e r  an d  
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U p p er  E g yp t  r esp ec t iv e l y ,  an d  i nd i ca t in g  th a t  ev en  a f t e r  t h e  

u n i f i c a t io n  th e  A n c i en t  E g yp t i ans  s t i l l  r e co gn i s ed  t h i s  d iv i s i o n  

o f  t he  r e a lm  in to  tw o .   T h e  qu eens  o f  t h e  ea r l y d yn as t i es ,  a s  we  

h av e  a l so  s een ,  r e co gn i s ed  t h i s  du a l i t y  i n  t h e i r  t i t l e s  o f :  ‘ Sh e -

w h o -u n i t es - th e  T wo - Lo r d s ’  ( i . e .  Ho rus  an d  S e th )  and  ‘She - w ho -

s ee s - H or us  an d  S e th . ’  

I t  s e em s  t o  me  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y o f  t h e  con f l i c t  b e t w een  t he  

f o l lo w ers  o f  H o rus  an d  th os e  o f  S e th  go t  mix ed  in  w i th  t he  

m yt h s  o f  Os i r i s  and  Ho r us .   O s i r i s  w as  o r i g i n a l l y  w o r sh ip p ed  as  

a  f e r t i l i t y - go d  an d  t h i s  c an  b e  s een  i n  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  he  i s  u s u a l l y  

d ep i c t ed  wi th  f l e sh  co l ou r ed  b l ack  o r  g r een .   Th e  f i r s t  o f  t h e se  

co lo ur s  b e i n g  th a t  o f  t he  r i ch  d a r k  ea r t h  o f  t h e  Ni l e  v a l l ey  cam e  

t o  r ep r e sen t  t he  co lo u r  o f  r es u r r ec t io n  an d  e t e r n a l  l i f e ;  t he  

s econ d ,  t ha t  o f  l uxu r i an t  v ege t a t i on ,  an d  th us  o f  l i f e  i t s e l f  

( Wi l k i nso n  1 99 4 :  11 6 ) .   Th e  ru l in g  k in g  w as  r eco gn i s ed  a s  Ho ru s  

d u r i n g  l i f e  bu t  b ecam e  O s i r i s  up on  h i s  d ea t h ,  an d  h i s  succe s so r  

n eed ed  to  b ecom e H o r us  in  t u r n .   Th e  o l d  k i n g  w ho  i n  l i f e  h ad  

m ed i a t ed  be tw een  h i s  p eop l e  an d  t h e  p o w er s  o f  n a tu r e  no w  

m er ged  wi th  th e s e  p o w er s  up on  h i s  d ea t h .   As  Os i r i s  h e  i s  k in g  

o f  t he  un de r wo r ld  b u t  r ep r es en t ed  in  t h e  g r ow in g  g r a in ,  t h e  

r i s in g  o f  t h e  Ni l e  du r in g  i t s  i n un d a t i on  an d  in  t h e  ea r th  i t s e l f .   

M u ch  o f  t h e  P yr am i d  T ex t s  w e r e  con ce r n ed  wi t h  th i s  p roce s s  and  

r ep r es en t  t h e  w r i t i n g  d ow n o f  an  age -o ld  o r a l  t r ad i t i on  wh i ch  

p r e sum ab l y en su r ed  t h a t  un d e r  no rm al  c i r cum s t an ces  t h e  e l d es t  

s on  o f  t he  p r ev io us  k i n g  wo u ld  s u cceed  t o  t h e  th r on e .    

In t o  t h i s  mix  t h e  s t r u gg l e s  b e t w e en  the  f o l l o wer s  o f  Ho rus  an d  

t ho s e  o f  S e t h  ge t  t h r o w n  an d  I  b e l i ev e  t h a t  t h e  accou n t s  t h a t  w e  

h av e  in  t h e  Ch es t e r  Bea t t y p ap yr u s ,  and  t h e  su bs eq u en t  P lu t a r ch  

acco un t  t h a t  i s  s u r e l y b a s ed  on  th i s ,  and  t h e  acco un t  f ro m t h e  

S h ab ak a  s to ne  r ep re s en t  t wo  d i f f e r en t  v i ews  o f  t h i s  s t r u gg l e .   

Wh i l s t  bo t h  o f  t h ese  accou n t s  d a t e  t o  l a t e r  p e r io ds  i n  E g yp t i an  

h i s t o r y ,  t h e  l i ke l i ho o d  i s  t h a t  t h e y r ep r e s en t  s t o r i e s  t h a t  

o r i g i n a t e  f r om mu ch  ea r l i e r  t im es .   The  f i r s t  s eek s  t o  po r t r ay 

S e t h  in  a  b ad  l i gh t  ( a l t ho u gh  i t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  v e r y 

en d ,  r a th e r  t h an  b e in g  t r e a t ed  a s  a  d e f ea t ed  fo e ,  R e  r eq ues t s  t h a t  

S e t h  b e  a l l o w ed  t o  l i v e  wi th  h im  in  h eav en  –  p re su m ab l y p av i n g  

t h e  w ay f o r  h i s  ro l e  i n  t h e  n i gh t l y d e fea t  o f  A po ph i s ) ,  and  t h e  

s econ d  s eems  mu ch  mo r e  o f  an  acco un t  o f  a  l ega l  d i sp u t e  w h i ch  

i s  d ec id ed  b y G eb .   In  t h i s  a cco un t ,  r a t h e r  t h an  th e  co n f l i c t  

b e in g  r es o l ved  b y a  t e s t  o f  s t r en gt h ,  i t  i s  r e so lv ed  b y l aw.    

In i t i a l l y ,  E g yp t  i s  d iv id ed  eq u a l l y b e tw een  th e  t wo  p r o t ago n i s t s ,  

p os s i b l y r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i on  w h en  U p p er  E g yp t  was  ma i n l y 
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a s so c i a t ed  wi th  S e th  an d  Lo w er  E g yp t  w i t h  H or us .   Bu t  t hen ,  i n  

t h e  acco un t ,  G eb  ha s  a  chan ge  o f  h ea r t  an d  aw ar ds  t h e  wh o l e  o f  

E g yp t  t o  Ho r us  as  t h e  s on  o f  h i s  so n  ( i . e .  O s i r i s ) ,  bu t ,  r a th e r  

t h an  th i s  r e su l t i n g  i n  con f l i c t ,  t he  a cco u n t  i s  a t  p a in s  t o  s t r e s s  

t h a t  H o rus  an d  S e th  m ad e  peace  an d  un i t ed  t o  ens u r e  t he  

co mpl e t en es s  o f  E gyp t .    

T o  th e  E g yp t i ans  t h i s  m ean t  t h a t  ev e ry  k i n g  w as  an  embo d i men t  

o f  b o t h  Ho r us  and  S e t h .   As  w e  hav e  seen  ( s ec t i on  8 .2 ) ,  

H a t s h ep su t  p u t  t h i s  i n to  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  w o r ds :  

“I  un i t ed  t h e  two  lo rd s ,  t ha t  i s ,  t h e i r  par t s ,  

b y  r u l i ng  l i k e  t he  so n  o f  I s i s  ( i . e .  H o ru s )  

a n d  be in g  s t r on g  l i k e  t h e  so n  o f  Nu t  ( i . e .  Se th ) . ”               

A s  A ss mann  ( 1 99 6 :  4 4 )  p u t s  i t ,  t h e  con t ra s t  b e t w een  S e t h  and  

H o r us  s ym b o l i s es  a  ch an ge  f ro m o ld  d i s o rd e r  t o  n ew s t ab i l i t y .   

In  t h e  m yt h i c  v e r s io n  o f  t h i s  ch an ge ,  o r d e r  t r i um ph s  ov er  ch ao s ,  

r u l e  o v e r  ana r ch y a n d  l aw  o v e r  fo r ce .   Bu t  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i ve  i s  n o t  

c a s t  a s id e  and  d emo ni s ed  r a th e r  i t  i s  s een  as  a  n ece ss a r y p a r t  o f  

t h e  wh o l e .   L i f e  mus t  h av e  b o th  p os i t i v e  an d  n ega t iv e  a spec t s .  

T h e  k i n g  m us t  d emo ns t ra t e  t h e  gu i l e ,  cu nn in g  and  r e sp ec t  fo r  h i s  

p a r en t s  s ho wn  b y  H o r us ,  on  t he  o n e  h an d ,  an d  a l s o  t h e  b ru t e  

s t r en g th ,  f e ro c i t y  a n d  b l oo d y- m i n d ed nes s  o f  S e t h ,  o n  th e  o th e r .   

I t  i s  l i k e l y t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  e a r l y D yn a s t i c  Pe r i od  S e t h  w as  

r ega r d ed  a s  a  b en ev o l en t  go d  b y a  l a rge  p a r t  o f  t h e  p op u l a t io n ,  

c e r t a i n l y a r o u n d  t he  s i t e  o f  N eb e t  and  a l s o  i n  t h e  D e l t a ,  w h e r e  

p os s i b l y m an y o f  h i s  su pp or t e r s  m a y h av e  b een  pu sh ed  fo l lo wi n g  

t h e  su cces s  o f  t h e  ‘Fo l l ow er s  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  an d  a l so  a t  t h e  oa s e s  o f  

t h e  Li b yan  D es e r t ,  w h e r e  h e  w as  k no wn  as  t h e  ‘ Lo r d  o f  t he  

O as es ’ .   Po ss i b l y b ecau se  o f  h i s  r o l e  he r e ,  h e  a l s o  became k no wn  

a s  t he  go d  o f  t h e  ea s t e r n  d es e r t s  an d  b ecam e  as so c i a t ed  w i t h  a l l  

t h e  f r i gh t en i n g  e l em en t s  t h a t  t h e  E g yp t i an s  b e l i ev ed  eman a ted  

f r om  t h e  de s e r t ;  w in d ,  r a i n ,  s t o rm and  th un d e r .   As  th e  Eg yp t i an  

w o r d  fo r  d es e r t  ( s my t )  c an  a l so  s t and  fo r  fo r e i gn  l an d  so  S e t h  

a l so  ad ded  ‘ Lo r d  o f  Fo r e i gn  Lan d s ’  t o  h i s  t i t l e s .  

I  b e l i ev e  t h a t  S e th ,  i n  t h i s  ro l e  o f  ‘ Lo r d  o f  Fo r e i gn  Lan ds ’ ,  w as  

s t i l l  s e en  v er y m u ch  as  an  E g yp t i an  go d ,  a s  Fo r e i gn  M in i s t e r  on e  

m i gh t  s ay r a t h e r  t han  as  a  Fo re i gn  Amb ass ado r .   T h i s  i s  

i mp or t an t  b ecaus e  i t  m ean s  th a t  h i s  f i r s t  a cco un t ab i l i t y  w as  

t o war ds  E g yp t  r a the r  t h an  t ow ar ds  f o re i gn e rs .   I t  i s  i n  t h i s  r o l e  

t h a t  Se th  w as  id en t i f i ed  du r i n g  t h e  H yk so s  P e r i od  an d  th i s  

ex p l a i ns  wh y o n  the i r  ex p u l s io n  h e  w as  n o t  v i l i f i ed .   To  th e  
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E g yp t i a ns ,  h e  h ad  ca r r i ed  o u t  h i s  r o l e  a s  Fo r e i gn  M in i s t e r  and ,  

w h i l s t  be in g  a s so c i a t ed  wi t h  th e  f o r e ign e r s ,  h e  had  p ro t ec t ed  

E g yp t ’ s  po s i t i on  wi t h i n  t h e  un iv e rs e .   T h i s  p ro b ab l y a l so  

ex p l a i ns  wh y t h e  tw o  co ns or t s  t h a t  t he  H yk s os  h ad  g i v en  h i m,  

A n a t  an d  As t a r t e ,  a l so  co n t i nu ed  t o  b e  w o rsh ip p ed  b y t h e  

E g yp t i ans ,  a ch i ev in g  p a r t i cu l a r  po pu la r i t y  u n d er  t h e  R am ess i d es .  

C e r t a i n l y ,  f o l lo wi ng  t h e  H yk s o s  ex pu l s io n ,  t he  wo rs h i p  o f  S e th  

w i t h i n  t h e  D e l t a  r eg i o n  mu s t  h av e  con t in ued  b ecau se ,  a s  w e  h av e  

s een  ( s ee  s ec t i on s  9 . 3 ,  9 .5  and  9 .7 ) ,  t h e  R am ess i d es  r e cogn i s ed  

h im  a s  t h e i r  f ami l y  go d  w i th  S e t i  I  an d  I I  b e i n g  n am ed  a f t e r  h i m 

an d  Ram es se s  I I  n a m in g  on e  o f  h i s  a rm y d i v i s io ns  a f t e r  t h e  go d .  

D u r i n g  t h e  N ew  Kin gd om ,  th i s  d i cho to m y i n  S et h ’s  r o l e  

co n t i nu ed ;  as  w e  hav e  d i s cu ss ed  (S ec t i on  8 .2 )  i t  can  b e  seen  i n  

t h e  r e l i e f s  i n  t h e  tom b o f  Th u t hmo s i s  I I I  d ep i c t in g  th e  Amd u at .   

A l l  t h i s  ap p ea r s  t o  m e  to  co n f i rm  th a t  t h e  E g yp t i an s  cou ld  s ee  

S e t h  in  t wo  l i gh t s .   T e  V el d e  ( 19 67 :  27 - 63 )  s ees  S e t h  as  an  ev i l  

f i gu r e ,  c i t i n g  no t  on l y h i s  mu r d er  o f  O s i r i s  bu t  a l so  t h e  

c i r cu ms t an ces  o f  h i s  b i r th  (w h en  h e  b ur s t  t h ro u gh  h i s  m oth e r ’ s  

s id e ) ,  an d  h i s  a t t em pt ed  h om os ex u a l  r e l a t i on sh ip  w i th  Ho r us  as  

ev id ence  o f  t h i s ,  bu t  K em bol y ( 2 0 10 :  2 4 4)  b e l i ev es  t h a t  t h e  

E g yp t i ans  s aw  S e th  a s  so meon e  wh o  ch a l l e n ged  au t ho r i t y ,  t h e  

e s t ab l i sh m en t ,  t h e  s t a tu s  qu o ,  s o c i a l  co n ven t i on s  e t c .   I  w o u l d  

t end  to  ag r ee  wi th  t h i s  v i ew  th a t  su gges t s  t h a t  S e t h  p o ss ib l y 

r ep r es en t ed  a  p r in c i p l e  t h r ou gh  w hi ch  s o c i e t y k ep t  i t s e l f  o p en  t o  

c r i t i c i sm  an d  ch a l l en ges  i n  o r d e r  t o  im p ro ve  an d  to  b e  ab l e  t o  

t o l e r a t e  a  c e r t a in  am ou n t  o f  d i so rd e r .  

M u ch  o f  t h e  d emo niz a t io n  o f  S e t h  comes  i n  t h e  La t e  Pe r iod  o f  

E g yp t i an  h i s t o r y ,  an d  I  b e l i ev e  th a t  t h i s  i s  du e  t o  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  

f o l lo wi n g  t h e  i nv as i on  o f  t h e  co un t r y b y t h e  A ss yr i an s ,  w h ich  

s aw  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  T h eb es  i t s e l f  s ack ed ,  t he  E g yp t i ans  

b e l i ev ed  th a t  S e t h  h ad  f a i l ed  in  h i s  r o l e  o f  Fo r e i gn  Mi n i s t e r .   H e  

h ad  no t  pu t  h i s  ro l e  a s  r ep r e s en t a t iv e  o f  E g yp t  f i r s t  and  

co ns equ en t l y t h e  r av ages  i n f l i c t ed  b y t h e  Ass yr i an s  w e r e  l a i d  

s qu a r e l y a t  h i s  d oor .   As  Te  V eld e  p u t s  i t  (1 96 7 :  1 43 ) :  

“In  l a t e  t imes ,  t h e  Egyp t i ans  were  f a ced  w i th  t h e  en igma  t ha t  t h e  

ch os en  cou n t r y  co u l d  ye t  b e  o ccup i ed  a n d  p lu nd er ed  b y  

f or e i gn ers .   Th e i r  d r ea d  an d  d i scon t en t  w er e  un l o ad ed  no t  up on  

t h e  w ho l e  pa n th eon ,  bu t  u po n  th e  t r ad i t i o na l  g od  o f  f o r e ig n er s ,  

w ho  h ad  a lwa ys  had  a  s p ec i a l  an d  pr eca r i ou s  p la ce  in  t he  

pan theon .”  
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 A s  Gu nn  an d  G a rd i n er  (1 91 8 :  4 5 )  s t a t e :  

“The  pers ecu t i on  o f  S e t  dur ing  t h e  Sa i t e  and  la t er  t imes ,  when  

h i s  i ma g e  ap p ear s  t o  ha ve  b een  s y s t em a t i ca l l y  e xc i sed  f r o m t h e  

m o nu m en t s ,  w as  p ro b ab l y  t h e  r e su l t  o f  a  r e l ig i ou s  r ev i va l ,  w h en  

a l l  o l d  pr e j ud i ces  a n d  hos t i l i t i e s  w ere  ar ou s ed  b y  a  wa ve  o f  

a cu t e  na t i ona l i sm .”  

T h e  A ss yr i an  in v as i on  m ay t h u s  b e  r ega r d ed  a s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

t u rn i n g  p o i n t  i n  t he  w o rsh ip  an d  v i l i f i c a t i on  o f  S e th .   Th i s  La t e  

P e r i od  p os i t i o n i n g  o f  t he  go d  ch an ged  h ow  h e  w as  r e f e r red  t o  

an d  r e su l t ed  in  t he  b ad  s i d e  o f  h i s  ch ar ac t e r  be in g  ex agger a t ed .  

T h us ,  wh en  P lu t a r ch  w as  ga t h er in g  th e  m at e r i a l  f o r  h i s  Mo ra l i a ,  

t h e  p r i es t s  t h a t  h e  s po k e  to  w ou ld  h ave  po r t r a yed  S e th  s o l e l y i n  

t h i s  nega t i v e  l i gh t ,  and  as  a  cons equ en ce  P l u t a r ch  r eco r ds  t h e  

m u rd e r  o f  Os i r i s  by  S e t h  and  t he  s ub seq u en t  s t ru gg l e  b e tw een  

H o r us  and  S e t h  as  t h e  o n l y ex amp le s  o f  S e th ’ s  ro l e  i n  E gyp t i an  

r e l i g i on ,  s om et h i n g  th a t  w as  to  h av e  lo n g - s t an d i n g  e f f ec t s  o n  

h o w S e th  w as  v i ewed  b y ea r l y E g yp t o lo g i s t s .   Th e  id en t i f i c a t io n  

o f  h i s  p l ace  in  t he  a n c i en t  E g yp t i an  pan th eon  w as  a l so  no t  

h e lp ed  b y t h e  a t t emp t s  o f  e a r l y E g yp t o l o g i s t s  t o  f i t  E g yp t i an  

r e l i g i on  in to  a  C h r i s t i an  fo rm at .   In  t h i s  s cen a r io  a  D ev i l  w as  

r eq u i r ed  an d  t o  t h e  ea r l y E g yp t o l o g i s t s  S e t h  f i t t ed  t ha t  b i l l !      

S o ,  t o  an sw er  t h e  qu es t i on  p os ed  in i t i a l l y  b y t h i s  t h es i s :  S e t h  –  a  

m i s r ep r es en t ed  god  in  t he  an c i en t  E g yp t i an  p an t h eo n?   Yes ,  b y 

P l u t a r ch ,  and  as  a  co ns equ en ce  b y t h e  m ajo r i t y  o f  E g yp t o lo g i s t s  

ev en  up  t o  m od e r n  t im es ;  b u t  b y t h e  Eg yp t i an s  t h em s e lv es?   N o ,  

t h ey s aw  S e th  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p an th eon  rep r e sen t i n g  t h e  du a l i s t i c  

t ho u gh t  t h a t  i s  v e ry  m u ch  p a r t  o f  a n c i en t  E g yp t i an  p r oces s es .  

Fr o m a  ‘ s t a t e - r e l i g io n ’  po in t  o f  v i ew  Se t h ’ s  mu r de r  o f  O s i r i s  i s  

n o t  t o  be  u n de r s to od  as  ev i l ,  O s i r i s  h ad  t o  b e  k i l l ed  in  o rd e r  fo r  

h im  to  b ecom e Ki ng  o f  t h e  Un d er w or ld ,  H o rus  h ad  to  b e  

ch a l l en ged  f o r  t h e  t h ro ne  i n  o rd e r  t o  p r o v e  t h e  l eg i t im ac y o f  h i s  

s u ccess io n  and  to  re s to r e  p eace ,  j u s t i ce  and  p i e t y ( t h e  w ho l e  

co n cep t  o f  ma at )  t o  t h e  l an d .   Th a t  t h e  E g yp t i ans  u nd e rs to o d  t h i s  

can  b e  s een  i n  t h e  fac t  t h a t  S e t h ’ s  a c t io n  i s  j ud ged  b y t h e  r e s t  o f  

t h e  go ds  b u t  h e  i s  n o t  d e s t ro yed ,  r a t he r  h e  i s  r e co n c i l ed  w i t h  

H o r us  and  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  b o t h  go ds  i d ea l l y  s h ou l d  b e  em bo d i ed  

w i t h i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  k in g .  

T e  V eld e  was  k een  t o  l ab e l  S e th  as  a  ‘go d  o f  co n fus io n ’ ,  b u t  t h i s  

i s  t o o  ba ld  a  ch a r ac t e r i s a t i on .   C e r t a i n l y S e th  i s  a  comp l ex  

ch a r ac t e r  bu t  t h i s  p r o b ab l y en d ea r ed  h i m t o  th e  E g yp t i ans  w ho  

p r ob ab l y co u l d  s ee  a s p ec t s  o f  t h ems e l ve s  wi t h in  h im.   H i s  

q u a r re l s om e n a tu r e ,  h i s  s t r en gt h  and  h i s  m i gh t  and ,  i n d eed ,  h i s  
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l i k i n g  fo r  d r i nk  and  s ex  w e r e  a l l  t h i ngs  t h a t  t h ey co u ld  read i l y 

i d en t i f y w i th in  th em s e lv e s  and  th e i r  f ami l i es  an d  f r i ends  and  

m a y w e l l  h av e  con t r i bu t ed  to  h i s  po pu l a r i t y  w h i ch  p r ob ab l y 

r each ed  i t s  z en i t h  u n de r  t he  R am ess i de s .   Su bs equ en t l y h i s  

p o pu l a r i t y  w an ed ,  c e r t a i n l y i n  ‘ s t a t e - re l i g i on ’  t e rms  an d  w i t h i n  

t h e  Ni l e  Va l l ey p r o b ab l y d u e  to  h i s  i den t i f i c a t i on  wi t h  ‘ t h in gs  

f o r e i gn ’  w h en  t he se  w e r e  no t  po pu l a r  w i t h  t h e  E g yp t i ans .   Bu t ,  

a s  I  h av e  d em on s t ra t ed ,  f u r th e r  f r om  th e  m ai n  cen t r es  o f  r e l i g i on  

i n ,  fo r  ex amp l e ,  t he  o as e s  h i s  p op u l a r i t y  ap p ea rs  u n a f f ec t ed .   

P e rh aps  w i th in  t he  gen e r a l  po pu lace  Se t h  a l w ays  h e l d  a  po s i t i o n  

o f  p a r t i cu l a r  a f f ec t i on  an d  r a t h e r  t h an  b e i n g  a  ‘ god  o f  con f us io n’  

p e r h ap s  a  b e t t e r  ep i th e t  w ou ld  b e  th a t  o f  a  ‘ co mpl ex  go d ’ .  
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1 5 .A PPE N DI X  1 :  T H E PY R A MI D  TE XTS .  

In  a l l  t h r ee  ap pend i ces  t h e  u t t e r an ce  o r  sp e l l  i n  w h i ch  S e th  i s  

m en t i on ed  h as  b een  g i v en  in  fu l l  un l es s  i t  i s  a  l en g t h y o n e  in  

w h ich  ca se  t h e  r e l ev an t  s ec t i on ( s )  have  b een  ex t r ac t ed  and  

r ep r od uced .   W h er e  th e  m ean in g  o f  t h e  u t t e r an ce  o r  s p e l l  i s  

n o t  o bv io u s  an  a t t em pt  h as  b een  m ad e  t o  g i ve  t h e  con t ex t  i n  

w h ich  th e  p a r t i cu l a r  u t t e r an ce  o r  sp e l l  i s  i nv o lv ed  and  an  

ex p l ana t i on  o f  i t s  co n t en t s .   

1 5 .1  Th e  n ega t i v e  t ex ts  (6 9  in  nu mb er ,  9 .1%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

1 . Ut t e r an ce  2 9  

A  t ex t  fo r  t h e  us e  o f  d r i ed  i ncens e  

“O King ,  I  have  come  and  I  b r ing  t o  you  th e  ‘E ye  o f  H oru s ’ .   

M a y  yo u  pr ov id e  you r  fa ce  w i t h  i t ,  t ha t  i t  ma y  c l ea ns e  you ,  i t s  

p e r f um e  b e i ng  u pon  yo u .  T he  p e r f um e  o f  t he  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  i s  

o n  th i s  K i ng  i t  r emo ves  you r  e f f l u x  a nd  pro t ec t s  yo u  f ro m th e  

s w ea t  o f  t h e  ha nd  o f  S e t h  ( Al l en  t r ans l a t es  t h i s  a s  ‘ d e f end  you  

f ro m th e  in un da t i on  o f  t h e  ha n d  o f  S e t h ) .  O  Os i r i s  t h e  K in g ,  

m a y  th e  i n ta c t  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’  b e l on g  to  yo u ,  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’  be ing  i n t ac t ,  i n t ac t !”        ( Al l en  20 05 :  2 54 ;  Fau lkn e r  

2 0 07 :  6 ) .  

2 . Ut t e r an ce  4 7  

T h i s  i s  c on ce rn ed  w i t h  th e  ‘R i t ua l  o f  O f f e r i n g ’  –  co ns t i t u en t s  

o f  t he  p r e l imi n a r y r ep as t  –  a  p h ra s e  t o  u t t e r  a s  t h e  co ns t i t u en t  

i s  p re s en ted .  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  w as  wres t ed  

f ro m S e t h  an d  w h i ch  yo u  sh a l l  t a ke  t o  y o ur  mo u th ,  w i t h  wh i ch  

yo u  sh a l l  s p l i t  op en  yo ur  mo u th  –  w i ne ,  a n  hATs- j a r  o f  wh i t e  

mnw- s tone .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  21 ;  Fau lk n er  20 07 :  10 ) .   

3 . Ut t e r an ce  5 4  

V i r t ua l l y  i d en t i c a l  t o  Ut t e r an ce  4 7  ( Al l en  20 05 :  2 1 ;  Fau lkn e r  

2 0 07 :  1 1 ) .   

4 . Ut t e r an ce  5 7 F  

T h e  f o l l o win g  sp e l l s  w er e  t o  be  r ec i t ed  as  weapo ns ;  ga r men t s  

an d  v a r io us  i n s i gn ia  w e r e  p re s en ted .  
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“ [ l o s t ]  S e t h  –  a  pDt bow .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  3 20 ;  Fau lk n er  2 007 :  

1 2 ) .  

5 . Ut t e r an ce  5 7G  

“I  g i ve  [ l o s t ]  t h e  hea r t  o f  S e th  –  [ l o s t ]”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  320 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 2 ) .  

 6 .U t t e ran ce  57 O  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  he  r e scu ed     

f ro m S e t h  w h en  h e  s na t ch ed  i t  –  an  xbzt- t a i l . ”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  

3 1 8 ;  Fau l kn e r  20 07 :  1 3 ) .  

7 .  U t t e ran ce  57 Q  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e ’E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  on  a cco un t  o f  

w h i ch  S e th  h as  r e jo i ced  –  a  mTpn(t)-  dagger .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  3 18 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 3 ) .   

 8 .U t t e ran ce  57R  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  r ece i ve  th e  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’  wh i ch  h e  

w r es t ed  f ro m  S e t h  –  a  mAgsw -dagger .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  31 8 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 3 ) .  

 9 .U t t e ran ce  57S  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  r ece i ve  th e  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’  wh i ch  h e  

r e s cu ed  f ro m S e t h  w h en  h e  sn a t ch ed  i t –  an  xbzt - t a i l .”  (Al l en  

2 0 05 :  3 18 ;  Fau lk n er  20 07 :  13 ) .  

 1 0 . Ut t e r an ce  5 9A  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  he  s a ved  

f ro m S e t h  w h en  h e  s na t ch ed  i t  –  an  xbzt - t a i l .”  ( Al l en  2 005 :  

3 1 8 ;  Fau l kn e r  20 07 :  1 4 ) .  

 1 1 . Ut t e r an ce  6 1  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  fo r e l eg  o f  S e t h  wh i ch  Horus  has  

t o r n  o f f  –  f ou r -weave  god ’s  l i nen .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  31 8 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 4 ) .  

1 2 .U t t e ran ce  64  

“Os i r i s  Ne i th ,  you  have  been  swep t  f rom  h im;  look  you  have  

b l i nded  h im .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  3 18 )  
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“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  you  ar e  s ec l uded  because  o f  h im;  beho ld ,  

yo u  ha ve  b ro ug h t  h i m  to  n au gh t  –  a  Dsr -mace .”   ( Fau lk ner  

2 0 07 :  1 5 ) .   

‘ H im ’ ,  i n  bo th  o f  t h e s e  con t ex t s  i s  r e fe r r in g  to  S e th .  

 1 3 . Ut t e r an ce  6 9  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  f i nger  o f  S e th  wh i ch  causes  t h e  

w hi t e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’  t o  s ee  –  a  smA - s ta f f .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  3 1 9 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 6 ) .  

1 4 .U t t e ran ce  70  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  wh i t e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’  wh ich  

i l l u mi n es  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  f i ng er  o f  S e t h  –  2  l umps  o f  e l e c t rum .”  

( A l l en  20 05 :  3 19 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 6 ) .  

 1 5 . Ut t e r an ce  7 1E  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K i ng ,  t a ke  t h e  ha nd  o f  N eph t h ys ,  p r even t  h e r  

f ro m pu t t i ng  i t  o n  th em  (?  ‘ th e  fo l lo w er s  o f  S e th ’ )  –  a  c rook .”  

( A l l en  20 05 :  3 19 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 6 ) .  

1 6 .U t t e ran ce  88  

U s ed  i n  t h e  n ex t  t h r ee  i n s t an ces  w h en  p l ac in g  th e  o f f e r ing -

t ab l e  on  t h e  g r ou nd .  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  p reven t  h i m  

( S e t h )  f ro m t r am pl in g  i t  –  a  tw- l oa f .”  (A l l en  20 05 :  23 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 0 ) .  

1 7 .U t t e ran ce  89  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  he  (S e th )  

h as  p u l l ed  ou t  –  an  itH - l oa f .”  ( Al l en  20 0 5 :  23 ;  Fau lk n e r  2 0 07 :  

2 1 ) .  

1 8 .U t t e ran ce  90  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing  ta ke  th e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  f o r  l i t t l e  i s  t h a t  

w h i ch  S e th  h as  ea t en  o f  i t  –  a  jar  o f  s t rong  a l e .”  ( Al l en  2 0 05 :  

2 3 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  2 1 ) .  

1 9 .U t t e ran ce  97  

P l ace  a t  h i s  l e f t  h an d .  
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“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’  wh i ch  h e  ha s  

demanded  f r om  Se th .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  25 9 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  2 2 ) .  

2 0 .U t t e ran ce  11 1  

U s ed  i n  t h e  n ex t  12  u t t e r an ces  b e fo r e  t h e  co ns t i t uen t s  o f  t h e  

‘ P r es en t a t i on  o f  t he  Rep as t ’ .  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  Se th  ha s  

t ra mp l ed  –  a  tw - l oa f .”  (A l l en  2 00 5 :  24 ;  Fau l kn e r  20 07 :  2 4 ) .  

2 1 .U t t e ran ce  13 5  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  i s  i n  f ro n t  

o f  S e th  –  meat  o f  t h e  f o r epar t .”  (A l l en  20 05 :  2 5 ;  Fau l kne r  

2 0 07 :  2 7 ) .  

 2 2 . Ut t e r an ce  1 36  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  s eve r ed  heads  o f  t h e  f o l lower s  o f  

S e th  –  a  ro-b i r d . ”  (A l l en  20 05 :  25 ;  Fau lk n er  20 07 :  2 7 ) .  

 2 3 . Ut t e r an ce  1 45  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  f o r  l i t t l e  i s  t h a t  

w h i ch  S e th  h as  ea t en  o f  i t  –  2  bow ls  o f  s t rong  a l e .”  (A l l en  

2 0 05 :  2 6 ;  Fau l kn e r  2 00 7 :  29 ) .  

 2 4 . Ut t e r an ce  1 60  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  he  h as  

r e s cu ed  f ro m S e t h  –  2  bow ls  o f  iSt- f ru i t .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  26 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  3 1 ) .  

 2 5 . Ut t e r an ce  1 61  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  wh i t e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’  a nd  p reven t  

h i m (S e t h )  f ro m wea r i ng  i t  –  2  b owl s  o f  w h i t e  sSt- f r u i t .”A l l en  

h a s  “ . . . p r even t  h im  f r om  p u t t i n g  i t  on  a s  a  h ea db an d .”  ( Al l en  

2 0 05 :  2 7 ;  Fau l kn e r  2 00 7 :  31 ) .  

 2 6 . Ut t e r an ce  1 62  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  gr een  ‘Eye  o f  H or us ’  an d  pr even t  

h i m (S e t h )  f ro m wea r i ng  i t  –  2  b owl s  o f  g r een  sSt- f r u i t .”  

( Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  3 1 ) .  
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2 7 .U t t e ran ce  16 3  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  an d  pr even t  h i m 

( S e t h )  f ro m t ear in g  i t  o u t  –  2  bowls  o f  b ru i s ed  whea t .”A l l en  

aga i n  h as  “ . . . p r even t  h im f r om  pu t t i ng  i t  on  as  a  headband .”   

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 7 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  3 1 ) .  

    28 .U t t e ran ce  164  

Fau lk n e r  ha s  t h i s  a s  i d en t i ca l  t o  U t t e ran ce  1 63  ( Fau l kn e r  

2 0 07 :  3 1 ) ,  b u t  Al l en  t r an s l a t e s  i t  “Os i r i s  Un i s ,  a ccep t  

Horus ’ s  e ye :  pr even t  h im ( i . e .  S e t h )  f r om wrench ing  i t  away .”  

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 7 ) .   

2 9 .U t t e ran ce  16 6  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  t h ey  (?  ‘ th e  

f o l lo w ers  o f  S e th ’ )  h ave  l i c ked  –  2  bowl s  o f  z i z yp h u s - f ru i t .”  

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 7 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  3 1 ) .  

 3 0 . Ut t e r an ce  1 68  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  an d  pr even t  h i m 

( S e t h )  f ro m en t r app in g  i t  –  2  bowls  o f  carob  beans .”  (A l l en  

2 0 05 :  2 7 ;  Fau l kn e r  2 00 7 :  32 )  

 3 1 . Ut t e r an ce  1 92  

“Take  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  H o ru s ’  w h i ch  h e  ( Se t h )  h as  t o r n  ou t  –  I  g i v e  

H o ru s  t o  you  –  2  bo wls  o f  npAt-cakes .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  25 7 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  3 5 ) .  

3 2 .U t t e ran ce  21 9  

T h e  k i n g  i s  i d en t i f i ed  wi t h  Os i r i s .   A  l en g t h y  t ex t  f ro m wh i ch  

t h e  fo l l ow in g  pa ss age  i s  ex t rac t ed :  

“O Se t h ,  t h i s  one  he r e  i s  your  b ro t her  Os i r i s ,  who  has  been  

ca us ed  to  b e  r es t ored  t ha t  h e  ma y  l i v e  a nd  p un i sh  yo u;  i f  h e  

l i v e s ,  t h i s  K i ng  w i l l  l i v e ;  i f  h e  do es  no t  d i e ,  t h i s  K i ng  w i l l  no t  

d i e ;  i f  he  i s  n o t  d e s t ro yed ,  t h i s  K in g  w i l l  no t  b e  de s t ro yed;  i f  

h e  d o es  n o t  m ou rn ,  t h i s  K i ng  w i l l  no t  m o ur n;  i f  he  mo ur ns ,  

t h i s  K ing  w i l l  mourn .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  35 ;  Fau l kn e r  20 07 :  4 7 ) .  

3 3 .U t t e ran ce  22 2  

T h e  k i n g  j o in s  t h e  s un - go d .   A  l en g thy  t ex t  w h er e  t he  k in g  i s  

b e in g  l i k en ed  to  b o t h  H or us  an d  S e t h  f r o m wh i ch  th e  

f o l lo wi n g  p a ss age  i s  ex t r ac t ed :  
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“Prov ide  yours e l f  w i th  t he  ‘G r ea t  o f  M a gi c ’ ,  e ven  S e t h  

d w el l i ng  i n  Nu b et ,  ‘Lo rd  o f  Up p er  E g yp t ’ ;  n o t h in g  i s  l o s t  t o  

yo u ,  n o t h in g  h as  cea s ed  f or  you ;  b eho ld ,  you  a r e  mo r e  

r eno wn ed  a nd  mo re  p ow er f u l  t h an  t h e  g o ds  o f  U pp er  Eg yp t  

a n d  t h e i r  s p i r i t s .   O  you  wh o m t h e  Preg na n t  O n e  e j ec t ed  

( gav e  b i r th  t o ) ,  you  h ave  t er mi na t ed  the  n i gh t ,  b e i ng  eq u ip p ed  

a s  S e t h  w ho  b ro ke  fo r t h  v i o l en t l y ,  e ven  you  w ho m I s i s  h as  

f a voured .”  ( Al l en  2 0 05 :  3 9 -4 0 ;  Fau l kn e r  2 00 7 :  5 0 ) .    

T h e  t ex t  h e r e  i s  re fe r r in g  to  S e th ’ s  sup p os ed  b i r th  w h en ,  

r a th e r  t h an  b e i n g  bo r n  in  t h e  n o rm al  m ann e r ,  “h e  b ro ke  

t h rough  h i s  mo ther ’ s  s i d e  and  l eap t  f o r th“ ( T e  V el de  1 967 :  

2 7 ) .   

3 4 .U t t e ran ce  25 4  

T h e  k i n g  a r r iv es  i n  t h e  s k y  an d  aga in  i s  l i k en ed  to  b o t h  H o r us  

an d  Se th .   A  l en gt hy  t ex t  f r om w hi ch  th e  fo l lo wi n g  t wo  

p a ss ages  a r e  ex t r ac t ed :  

“ . . . s he  con f i rms  my  land  i n  t h e  two  ‘Fie l ds  o f  Of f e r in gs ’ ,  a n d  

I  g i ve  j u dg em en t  i n  t h e  h eavens  b e t w een  t h e  t wo  Co n t es ta n t s  

( i . e .  H o rus  an d  S e th ) . . . . .Th a t  wh i ch  ap p er ta i ns  t o  m y  thro n e ,  

w h i ch  I  ha ve  ta ken  a n d  l i f t ed  up ,  i s  t h i s  w h i ch  my  f a t he r  Sh u  

gave  me  in  t h e  p r esence  o f  S e th .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  4 3 -4 5 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  6 4 ) .  

3 5 .U t t e ran ce  26 0  

T h e  k i n g  c l a im s  h i s  r i gh t s  a s  Ho r us .   A  med i um l en g th  t ex t  

f r om  whi ch  th e  f o l lo w in g  pa ss age  ha s  b een  ex t r ac t ed :  

“I  pu t  a  s top  to  t he  a f fa i r  i n  O n ,  f o r  I  g o  fo r t h  t od a y  i n  t he  

r ea l  f o r m o f  a  l i v i ng  s p i r i t ,  t h a t  I  m a y  br ea k  up  t he  f i gh t  a n d  

cu t  o f f  t he  t u rbu l en t  ones .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  46 - 47 ;  Fau lk n er  

2 0 07 :  6 9 ) .    

T h i s  r e f e r s  t o  t he  f i gh t  be tw een  S e th  an d  H o rus  wh e r e  i t  w as  

s a id  th a t  “ T he  ea r th  w as  to rn  u p  wh en  th e  R iva l s  f ou gh t ,  a n d  

t h e i r  f e e t  s coo ped  o u t  t he  ‘P oo l  o f  t h e  G od ’  wh ich  i s  i n  O n”  

( Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  7 0 ,  no t e  4 ) .  

3 6 .U t t e ran ce  35 6  

H o r us  and  Geb  su pp o r t  t h e  k in g  aga ins t  S e th  

“O King ,  Ho rus  h as  co m e  th a t  h e  m a y  s eek  yo u .  H e  ha s  

ca us ed  T ho th  to  t u rn  ba ck  th e  fo l lo wers  o f  S e th  f o r  yo u ,  an d  
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h e  h as  b ro ug h t  t h em  a l l  t og e t h er .  H e  h as  d r i ven  b a ck  th e  

h ear t  o f  S e t h  f o r  you ,  f o r  you  a re  g r ea t e r  t ha n  h e .   Y ou  ha ve  

g o ne  f or t h  i n  f r on t  o f  h i m ,  yo ur  n a tu r e  i s  s up er io r  t o  h i s ;  G eb  

h as  s een  your  n a t ur e  a nd  h as  s e t  yo u  i n  you r  p la ce .   G eb  h as  

b ro ug h t  yo ur  tw o  s i s t er s  t o  you r  s i de  f o r  yo u ,  n am e ly  I s i s  a nd  

N eph t h ys ;  H or us  ha s  cau s ed  th e  g od s  t o  j o i n  you ,  so  t ha t  t h ey  

m a y  b e  br o t h er l y  t o  yo u  in  y o ur  n am e o f  Sn wt - sh r in e s ,  an d  

n o t  r e j ec t  yo u  in  you r  na m e  o f  ‘Two  Co n c l a ve s ’ .   H e  ha s  

ca us ed  th e  go ds  t o  p ro t ec t  you ,  an d  Geb  h as  p u t  h i s  sa nda l  on  

t h e  h ea d  o f  you r  f oe  ( a  t yp i ca l  a c t  o f  su p e r io r i t y  o v e r  a  

co nq u e red  en em y) ,  w ho  f l i n ch es  f ro m  yo u .   Y o ur  so n  H oru s  

h as  s mi t t en  h im ,  h e  h as  wr es t ed  h i s  ‘Eye ’  f ro m  h i m  a nd  g i ven  

i t  t o  you ;  you  h a ve  a  s ou l  b y  m ea ns  o f  i t ,  you  h a ve  pow er  b y  

m ea ns  o f  i t  a t  t h e  hea d  o f  t h e  s p i r i t s .   H o ru s  ha s  ca us ed  yo u  

t o  l a y  ho ld  o f  yo ur  f o es ,  an d  t h er e  i s  no n e  o f  t h em  wh o  sha l l  

e s cap e  you r  na m e  o f  ‘Sou l  o f  t h e  K ing ’s  l i t t e r ’ ;  Nu t  h as  

p la ced  yo u  as  a  g od  t o  S e th  i n  you r  na m e  o f  Go d;  yo ur  m o th er  

N u t  h as  sp r ea d  h ers e l f  o ver  you  i n  h er  n am e  o f  St - p t ;  Ho ru s  

h as  l a i d  ho l d  o f  S e th  an d  has  s e t  h i m  un d er  yo u  on  yo ur  

b eha l f  so  t ha t  h e  ma y  l i f t  you  u p  an d  q u ake  b en ea t h  you  a s  

t h e  ear t h  qu a kes ,  yo u  b e i ng  h o l i e r  t han  he  i n  you r  na m e o f  

S a cr ed  L an d .   H or us  h as  ca us ed  yo u  to  l a y  h o ld  o f  h i m w i t h  

yo ur  h an d ,  l e s t  h e  g e t  awa y  f r o m you .  

O  Os i r i s  t h e  K in g ,  H o ru s  ha s  pro t ec t ed  yo u ,  h e  h as  a c t ed  o n  

b eha l f  o f  h i s  sp i r i t  i n  you ,  so  th a t  yo u  m a y  b e  con t en t  i n  yo ur  

n a m e o f  ‘C on t en t ed  S p i r i t ’ .”                                         

( A l l en  20 05 :  7 2 -7 3 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  11 3 -1 14 ) .  

3 7 .U t t e ran ce  35 7  

T h e  go ds  h e lp  th e  k in g .   A  l en g t h y  t ex t  f ro m wh i ch  th e  

f o l lo wi n gs  p as sages  a r e  ex t r ac t ed :  

“Horus  ha s  come  tha t  h e  may  r ecogn i s e  you ;  he  has  smi t t en  

S e th  fo r  you  w h i l s t  h e  w as  b ou nd ,  an d  yo u  ar e  h i s  f a t e .   

H o ru s  ha s  dr i ven  h i m  o f f  f o r  yo u ,  f o r  yo u  ar e  g r ea t e r  t han  he ;  

h e  s w i ms  b ea r i ng  yo u ;  h e  l i f t s  up  o n e  w ho  i s  g r ea te r  t h an  h e  

i n  you ,  an d  h i s  f o l lo w ers  h a ve  s een  you ,  t h a t  you r  s t r eng th  i s  

g r ea te r  t h an  h i s ,  so  t ha t  t h ey  can no t  t h wa r t  you . . . . H oru s  h as  

w r es t ed  h i s  ‘E ye ’  f r o m S e th  a nd  h as  g i ven  i t  t o  you . . . a nd  i t  i s  

H o ru s  w ho  w i l l  m ake  go od  w ha t  S e t h  has  done  t o  you .”  (A l l en  

2 0 05 :  7 3 -7 4 ;  Fau l kn e r  2 00 7 :  1 14 -1 15 ) .  
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3 8 .U t t e ran ce  35 9  

T h e  k i n g  c r os s es  t o  t h e  ‘ Be yo n d ’ .   A  l en g t h y t ex t  f ro m wh i ch  

t h e  fo l l ow in g  pa ss ages  h av e  b een  ex t r ac t ed :  

 “Horus  has  cr i ed  ou t  b ecause  o f  h i s  ‘E ye ’ ,  S e th  h as  c r i ed  o u t     

b ecau s e  o f  h i s  t e s t i c l es ,  a nd  th e re  l eap s  up  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  

H o ru s ’ ,  wh o  ha d  f a l l en  on  yo nd er  s id e  o f  t he  ‘Wi n d i ng  

Wa t e r w a y ’ ,  so  t ha t  i t  ma y  p ro t ec t  i t s e l f  f r o m S e th .   T ho t h  s aw  

i t  on  yon d er  s id e  o f  t h e  ‘Wi n d in g  Wa t e r wa y ’  wh en  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  

H o ru s ’  l eap t  u p  on  yo nd er  s id e  o f  t h e  ‘Wi n d i ng  Wa t e rw ay ’  

and  f e l l  on  Tho th ’s  w ing  on  yonder  s id e  o f  t h e  ‘Wi n d in g  

Wa t e r w a y ’ .   O  yo u  g o ds  wh o  cr os s  o ver  o n  th e  w i ng  o f  T ho th  

t o  yon d er  s i d e  o f  t he  ‘Wi n d in g  Wa t e rwa y ’ ,  t o  t h e  eas t er n  s id e  

o f  t h e  s ky ,  i n  o rd er  t o  d i s pu t e  w i t h  S e th  ab ou t  t h i s  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’ :  I  w i l l  c ro ss  w i th  yo u  up on  th e  w in g  o f  Th o t h  to  

yo nd er  s id e  o f  t h e  ‘Wi n d i ng  Wa t e rw ay ’ ,  t o  t h e  eas t e rn  s ide  o f  

t h e  sky ,  an d  I  w i l l  d i s pu te  w i th  S e t h  ab o u t  t h i s  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’ . . .  f o r  I  a m b o un d  f or  yo nd er  d i s ta n t  ca s t l e  o f  t h e  

o wn ers  o f  d ou b l es  w ho  wo rs h i p  R e  t h er e  i n  t h e  ‘Mo un ds  o f  

H o ru s ’  a nd  t h e  ‘Mou n ds  o f  S e t h ’ .  

M y f a ce  i s  wa sh ed  b y  t h e  go ds ,  ma le  an d  f em al e ;  I ms e ty ,  

H a p y ,  D ua m ut e f  a nd  K ebh senu f  ar e  a t  m y  r ig h t  s i d e ,  o n  wh i ch  

i s  Ho ru s  w h o  s m ot e  D ndrw i n  f ro n t  o f  h i s  t wo  p i l l a r s ;  N eph th y s  

a n d  Hn t - n - i r t y  are  a t  my  l e f t  s i d e ,  on  wh i ch  i s  Se th .”              

( A l l en  20 05 :  7 6 -7 7 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  11 6 -1 17 ) .  

3 9 .U t t e ran ce  37 2  

H o r us  r e s to r es  t h e  k in g .  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  awake!   Horus  has  caused  Tho th  to  br ing  

yo ur  f o e  ( i . e .  S e th )  t o  yo u ,  h e  h as  s e t  yo u  on  h i s  b a ck  t ha t  h e  

m a y  n o t  t hw ar t  you;  t a ke  you r  p la ce  up o n  h i m,  g o  up  a nd  s i t  

o n  h i m ,  do  n o t  l e t  h i m  es cap e  f r o m you .   Go  d own ,  b e i ng  

h o l i e r  t h an  h e ,  an d  s e t  d an g er  ag a i ns t  h i m .   H or us  h as  cu t  o f f  

t h e  s t r on g  ar ms  o f  yo ur  f o es  an d  H or us  h as  b ro ug h t  t h em to  

you  cu t  up ,  Horus  has  d r i ven  o f f  t h e i r  doub l es  f r om t hem.”  

( A l l en  20 05 :  8 3 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  1 23 ) .  

4 0 .U t t e ran ce  42 7  

A n  ad dr e s s  t o  t h e  sk y - go d  N ut .  

“O Nu t .  Sp r ea d  you rs e l f  o ver  you r  son  Os i r i s  t h e  K in g  th a t  

yo u  m a y  co n cea l  h im  f ro m  S e t h ;  pr o t ec t  h i m ,  O  Nu t .   Ha ve  



171 
 

yo u  co me  t ha t  yo u  m a y  co ncea l  you r  so n ?   I  h a ve  i nd eed  co m e  

t ha t  I  may  pro t ec t  t h i s  g r ea t  one .”  (A l l en  20 05 :  1 0 3 ;  Fau lk n e r  

2 0 07 :  1 41 ) .  

 4 1 . Ut t e r an ce  4 37  

A  lo n g  ‘ r es u r rec t ion ’  t ex t  f ro m wh i ch  t h e  fo l l ow in g  pa ss ages  

h av e  b een  ex t r ac t ed :  

“Awake  fo r  Horus !  A r i s e  aga in s t  S e t h !   I f  you  wa l k ,  Horus  

wi l l  wa lk ;  i f  yo u  spea k ,  S e th  w i l l  sp eak .   S e t h  i s  b r o t he r l y  

t ow ard  yo u  as  t he  ‘G r ea t  O ne  o f  On ’ .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  10 5 -1 0 6 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 44) .  

4 2 .U t t e ran ce  45 5  

A  ‘ pu r i f i c a t io n ’  t ex t .  

“The  cana l s  a r e  f i l l ed ,  t h e  w a t erw a ys  a r e  f l o od ed  b y  m ean s  o f  

t h e  pu r i f i ca t i on  w h i ch  i s s u ed  f r o m Os i r i s .   O  yo u  sm -p r i es t ,  

yo u  pa t r i c ia n ,  you  t en  gr ea t  on es  o f  t he  Pa la ce ,  yo u  t en  

‘G r ea t  On es  o f  O n ’ ,  yo u  ‘Gr ea t  E nn ead ’ ,  s i t  d ow n  an d  s ee  th e  

p ur i f i ca t i on  o f  m y  fa th e r  t h i s  K in g  as  o n e  pu r i f i ed  w i t h  zm n  

a n d  w i th  n a t ro n ,  t he  sa l i va  wh i ch  i s sued  f ro m th e  m ou th  o f  

H o ru s ,  t h e  s p i t t l e  w h i ch  i s s ued  f r om  th e  mo u th  o f  S e th ,  

w h er ewi th  H or us  i s  p ur i f i ed ,  w h er ew i th  t h e  ev i l  w h i ch  w as  o n  

h i m,  wh ich  S e t h  d id  ag a in s t  h i m ,  i s  ca s t  o u t  o n  t h e  gr oun d ;  

w h er ewi th  S e t h  i s  p u r i f i ed ,  an d  t h e  ev i l  wh i ch  wa s  on  h im,  

w h i ch  Ho rus  d id  a ga in s t  h i m ,  i s  cas t  ou t  on  t he  g ro un d ;  

w h er ewi th  th e  K i ng  i s  p ur i f i ed ,  an d  the  ev i l  w h i ch  w as  o n  h i m  

i s  cas t  o u t  o n  t h e  gr ou nd ,  b e i ng  wh a t  N w t . k -n w  d i d  ag a in s t  

you  in  company  w i th  your  s p i r i t s .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  1 1 0 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 51) .   

4 3 .U t t e ran ce  47 7  

O s i r i s  i s  r a i s ed  f rom  t he  d ead .  

“The  sky  r ee l s ,  t he  ear th  quakes ,  Horus  comes ,  Tho th  

a p pear s ,  t hey  r a i s e  O s i r i s  f r om  up on  h i s  s id e  a nd  ma ke  h im  

s ta nd  u p  in  f r on t  o f  t h e  ‘Two  E nn ead s ’ .  Rem emb er ,  S e t h ,  a n d  

p u t  i n  yo ur  h ear t  t h i s  wo rd  w h i ch  G eb  s po ke ,  t h i s  t h r ea t  

w h i ch  t h e  go ds  m ade  ag a i ns t  yo u  in  t he  ‘M ans io n  o f  t h e  

P r i n ce ’  i n  On  b ecau s e  you  t hr ew  O s i r i s  t o  ear th ,  w h en  yo u  

sa i d ,  O  Se th :  ‘ I  have  neve r  done  th i s  t o  h im’ ,  s o  t ha t  you  

m i gh t  h a ve  pow er  th e r eb y ,  ha v i ng  b een  s a ved ,  an d  th a t  yo u  

migh t  p r eva i l  ove r  Horus ;  when  you  sa id ,  O  Se t h :  ‘ I t  was  he  
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who  a t ta cked  me’ ,  when  th e r e  ca m e  in t o  b e in g  th i s  h i s  nam e  

o f  ‘Ear th -a t t acke r ’ ,  when  you  sa i d ,  O  Se th :  ‘ I t  was  he  who  

k i cked  me ’ ,  when  th e r e  came  i n to  be ing  th i s  h i s  name  o f  

O ri on ,  l o ng  o f  l eg  a n d  l eng t h y  o f  s t r id e ,  wh o  pr es id es  ove r  

U p p er  E g yp t .   R a i se  you rs e l f ,  O  Os i r i s  f o r  S e t h  ha s  ra i s ed  

h i ms e l f ,  h e  ha s  h ear d  th e  th r ea t  o f  t h e  g ods  w ho  s po ke  abo u t  

t h e  god ’s  f a ther .   I s i s  has  your  arm ,  O  Os i r i s ,  Neph thys  has  

yo ur  h an d ,  s o  go  be tw een  t h em.   T h e  s ky  i s  g i ven  to  yo u ,  t h e  

ea r t h  i s  g i ven  t o  you ,  a nd  th e  ‘Fi e ld  o f  R us hes ’ ,  t h e  ‘M oun ds  

o f  H oru s ’ ,  a nd  th e  ‘M o un ds  o f  S e th ’ ;  t h e  t own s  ar e  g i ven  t o  

yo u  an d  th e  n om es  a s s emb l ed  fo r  you  b y  A tu m ,  an d  he  w ho  

speaks  abou t  i t  i s  Geb .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  1 29 -1 30 ;  Fau lk n e r  

2 0 07 :  1 64 ) .    

4 4 .U t t e ran ce  48 2  

A  ‘ r es u r r ec t io n ’  t ex t ,  wh i ch  i n c l ud es  t h e  fo l l ow in g  pa s s age :  

“He sm i t es  h im  (S e t h )  w ho  s mo t e  you ,  h e  b in ds  h i m  wh o  

b o un d  yo u ,  h e  s e t s  h i m un der  you r  e l de s t  da ug h t er  wh o  i s  i n  

K d m .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  1 30 - 13 1 ;  Fau l kn er  20 07 :  16 9) .  

4 5 .U t t e ran ce  48 5 B  

T h e  d ead  Os i r i s  i s  s ou gh t  and  f ou nd .  

“The  ‘Tw o En n ea ds ’  ha ve  fo un d  a  pr o tec t or  wh o  i s  a t  h i s  

s id e ,  t h e  ‘Tw o E nnea ds ’  h a ve  n o t  f oun d  so m eon e  wh o  l ag s  

b eh i nd  h i m .   G eb  co m es  w i th  h i s  p ow er  u po n  h i m an d  h i s  

y e l l ow  eye s  i n  h i s  f a ce  t ha t  h e  m a y  s mi t e  yo u  an d  exam ine  th e  

l an ds  i n  s ear ch  o f  O s i r i s ,  a nd  h e  ha s  f ou nd  h im  t hr own  do wn  

u p on  h i s  s id e  i n  Ghs t y .   O  Os i r i s ,  s t and  up  fo r  you r  f a t h er  

G eb  th a t  h e  m a y  pro t ec t  you  f r o m S e th ;  Nu  I  h a ve  pr o t ec t ed  

O s i r i s  f ro m h i s  br o t h er  S e t h ,  I  am  h e  w ho  b ou nd  h i s  l eg s  a nd  

b o un d  h i s  a rm s  an d  wh o  thr ew  h i m dow n  on  h i s  s i d e  i n  T3 -

r w .”    ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  1 33 ;  Fau lk n er  2 007 :  17 2 ) .   

 4 6 . Ut t e r an ce  4 97  

A  ‘ r es u r r ec t io n ’  t ex t .  

“O King ,  s tand  up  and  s i t  down ,  t h row  o f f  t h e  ear th  wh ich  i s  

o n  you!   G e t  r i d  o f  t h es e  two  a r ms  b eh i nd  yo u ,  n am e l y  Se th !  

T h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w i l l  co m e  to  yo u  a t  t he  t en - da y  f es t i va l  

whi l e  you  yea rn  a f t e r  i t .”   ( Al l en  20 05 :  14 4 -1 45 ;  Fau lk ne r  

2 0 07 :  1 76 ) .  
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4 7 .U t t e ran ce  51 9  

A  nu mb er  o f  t ex t s  i n c lu d in g  th e  f o l lo wi n g  p h r as e :  

“ . . I  w i l l  s t and  up  when  I  have  t a ken  pos s es s ion  o f  my  

b l es sedn ess  i n  yo ur  pr e s en ce ,  j u s t  a s  H o ru s  t oo k  p os s es s i on  

o f  h i s  f a t he r ’ s  house  f r om  h i s  f a ther ’ s  b ro the r  Se th  i n  t h e  

p r es ence  o f  Geb .”  ( A l l en  20 05 :  1 61 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 93) .  

 4 8 . Ut t e r an ce  5 24  

A  t ex t  co nce r n in g  th e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho r us ’  w h ich  in c l ud es  t h e  

f o l lo wi n g  p h r as es :  

“I  am no t  S e th  wh o  car r i ed  i t  o f f . . . I  ha ve  b lo cked  t he  r oad s  o f  

S e th . . . I  f ou nd  i t  i n  O n ,  I  t o o k  i t  f r om  th e  h ead  o f  Se th  i n  t h a t  

p lace  where  t h ey  f ough t .”  (A l l en  2 00 5 :  1 62 - 16 3 ;  Fau l kn er  

2 0 07 :  1 96 - 19 7) .  

 4 9 . Ut t e r an ce  5 32  

A n  ‘O si r i an  t ex t ’  wh i ch  in c lu d es  th e  fo l l ow in g  ph r as e s :  

“ . . . t h ey  have  f ound  Os i r i s  h i s  b r o th e r  S e th  h a v in g  la i d  h im  

l ow  in  Nedi t . . . a n d  S e th  w i l l  n eve r  b e  f r ee  o f  ca rr y i ng  yo u ,  O  

Osi r i s .   Wake  up  f or  Horus ,  s t and  up  aga ins t  Se th . . .”  ( Al l en  

2 0 05 :  1 65 ;  Fau lk n er  20 07 :  19 9 - 20 0 ) .  

 5 0 . Ut t e r an ce  5 34  

A  len g th y s p e l l  fo r  t h e  k i n g’ s  t om b wh i ch  in c lu d es  th e  

f o l lo wi n g  p h r as es :  

“May  t h er e  be  bene f i t ed  t he  t omb  o f  h im  whom Horus  r espec t s  

a n d  Se th  p ro t ec t s .    M a y  S e th  n o t  co m e  w i t h  t h i s  h i s  e v i l  

co mi ng ;  d o  no t  op en  yo ur  a rm s  to  h i m,  bu t  l e t  t he r e  b e  sa id  t o  

h i m t h i s :  h i s  name  o f  ‘Hare’ .   Go  to  t h e  ‘Mo unt a i ns  o f  

B la ckn ess ’ ;  g o  nor th wa rd ,  go  to  Hnt . ”  ( A l l en  20 05 :  1 66 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 00 - 2 01 ) .  

 5 1 . Ut t e r an ce  5 35  

In c l u d es  th e  f o l l o wi n g  p h r as e :  

“You  have  r e l i e ved  Horus  o f  h i s  g i rd l e ,  s o  t ha t  h e  may  pun i sh  

t h e  f o l low ers  o f  S e th .   Se i z e  t h em,  r emo ve  t he i r  h eads ,  cu t  o f f  

t h e i r  l i m bs ,  d i s embo w el  t h em,  cu t  o u t  t h e i r  h ear t s ,  d r i n k  o f  

t h e i r  b lo od ,  an d  c la i m t h e i r  h ear t s  i n  t h i s  yo ur  n a me  o f  
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‘A nu b i s  C la i m er  o f  h ea r t s ’ !”  (A l l en  20 0 5 :  10 2 -1 03 ;  Fau lk n e r  

2 0 07 :  2 03 ) .  

D o es  t h i s  t ex t  h ea rk en  b ack  to  P r eD yn as t i c  t im es  wh en  

can n i ba l i s m w as  p rac t i s ed  an d  r e f l e c t  s om e  o f  t h e  s t r u gg le s  

b e tw een  t h e  f o l l ower s  o f  H or us  an d  Se t h?   O r ,  do es  t h e  t ex t  

r e f e r  t o  t h e  sac r i f i ce  o f  som e  an i m al  r ep r e sen t i n g  S e t h  a s  

E yr e  ( 2 0 02 :  1 70 - 171 )  s u gges t s?   

  52 .U t t e ran ce  54 1  

T h i s  i s  o ne  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  s p e l l s  f ro m th e  fu n er a r y r i t u a l .  

“O you  ch i ld r en  o f  Horus ,  Hapy ,  Duamu te f ,  Imse t y ,  

K ebh senu f ,  s pr ea d  t h e  pr o t ec t i on  o f  l i f e  o ver  yo ur  fa th e r  

O s i r i s  t h e  K in g ,  s in ce  h e  wa s  cau s ed  t o  b e  r es t or ed  by  th e  

g o ds .   S mi t e  S e t h ,  p ro t ec t  t h i s  Os i r i s  t h e  K in g  f ro m  h i m  a t  

d aw n .   Mi gh t y  i s  Ho ru s ,  h e  o f  h i ms e l f  p ro t ec t s  h i s  f a t h er  

O s i r i s  t h e  K in g .   Wh o ever  s ha l l  ac t  on  b eh a l f  o f  t h e  K in g ,  you  

sha l l  worsh ip  h im .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  17 1 - 1 72 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  

2 1 0) .  

  53 .U t t e ran ce  56 2  

A  sh or t  t ex t  co n ce rn in g  th e  k i n g  j o in in g  w i th  t he  go ds  and  

w h ich  con c l ud es  wi t h  t h i s  s en t en ce :  

“Thi s  K ing  has  come  sa f e l y  t o  you ,  O  Horus ;  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’  b e lo ngs  t o  yo u ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  g i ven  o ver  t o  t h e  ra g e  o f  

Se th .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  1 73 ;  Fau lk n e r  200 7 :  2 18 ) .  

  54 .U t t e ran ce  57 4  

A n  ad dr e s s  t o  a  s ac r ed  t r e e  wh ich  in c lu d es  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  

s en t en ce :  

“Your  t omb  O  Os i r i s ,  your  shade  wh i ch  i s  o ver  you  O  Os i r i s ,  

w h i ch  r ep e l s  yo ur  s t r i k i ng -power  O Se t h .”  (A l l en  2 00 5 :  18 1 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 29) .  

  55 .U t t e ran ce  57 6  

A  ‘ r es u r r ec t io n ’  t ex t  t h a t  b eg in s :  

“Os i r i s  was  l a id  l ow  by  h i s  bro t he r  S e t h ,  bu t  He  who  i s  i n  

N edi t  mo ves ,  h i s  h ea d  i s  r a i s ed  b y  R e;  h e  d e t es t s  s l e ep  and  

h a t e s  i n er t n es s ,  s o  t h e  K in g  w i l l  n o t  pu t r e f y ,  h e  w i l l  n o t  r o t ,  
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t h i s  k i ng  w i l l  no t  be  cur s ed  by  your  anger ,  you  gods .”  (A l l en  

2 0 05 :  1 82 ;  Fau lk n er  20 07 :  23 1) .  

  56 .U t t e ran ce  58 7  

A  lo n g  add r e s s  t o  t h e  s un - go d  wh i ch  in c lu d es  th e  f o l lo win g :  

 

“I t  i s  h e  who  saved  th em f rom  ever y  i l l  wh i ch  Se t h  d i d  t o  

t h em .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  2 74 ;  Fau lk n e r  200 7 :  2 39 ) .  

   5 7 . Ut t e r an ce  5 93  

A  v ar i an t  o f  U t t e r an ce  3 66  whi c h  in c lu d es  t h e  fo l lo wi n g :  

“ . . . t h ey  have  pu t  Se t h  under  you  on  your  beha l f  t ha t  h e  may  be  

b ur d en ed  w i t h  yo u ,  t h ey  h ave  w ar ded  o f f  h i s  e v i l  i n f l u ence  

w h i ch  h e  s pa t  ou t  ag a i ns t  yo u .  Ho rus  b r i ng s  S e th  t o  you  h e  

h as  g i ven  h i m  to  you  bow ed  dow n  un d er  yo u ,  f o r  you r  s t r en g t h  

i s  g r ea t er  t han  h i s .”  ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  21 7 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  24 3 -

2 4 4) .  

5 8 .U t t e ran ce  60 6  

T h e  k i n g  i s  r e co ns t i t u t ed  b y h i s  so n  an d  b eco mes  a s s i mi l a t ed  

w i t h  th e  su n - god ;  t h e  t ex t  i n c l ud es  t he  f o l l o win g  tw o  phr a s es :  

 

“ . . I  have  smi t t en  h im  who  smot e  you . . . h e  t o  whom i l l  was  done  

b y  h i s  b ro t h er  S e t h  co m es  to  u s  sa y  the  ‘T wo  E nn eads ’ .”           

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 26 - 22 7 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  2 50 -2 51 ) .  

5 9 .U t t e ran ce  65 2  

T h e  k i n g  as sum es  au th o r i t y  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  I  r es cued  

f rom Se t h  when  he  had  sna t ched  i t .”  (A l l en  20 05 :  31 8 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 68) .  

 6 0 . Ut t e r an ce  6 58  

A  t ex t  t h a t  i n c l ud es  t h e  fo l lo w in g :  

“Horus  ha s  re s cued  h i s  ‘E ye ’  f ro m  S e t h  an d  ha s  g i ven  i t  t o  

you .  S e th  i s  d r i ven  back  fo r  you .”                                                     

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 43 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 70) .  

 6 1 . Ut t e r an ce  6 67 A  

A n  ‘ a s cen s io n ’  t ex t  w h i ch  i n c lu d es  th e  f o l l o win g  s en ten ce :  
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“When  th e  s ea son  o f  I nu nd a t i on  co m es ,  p r o v i de  t h e  e f f l ux  

w h i ch  i s s ued  f r om  O s i r i s ,  t h a t  H or us  m a y  b e  c l ea ns ed  f ro m  

w ha t  h i s  b ro t h er  S e t h  d i d  t o  h i m,  t ha t  S e th  m a y  b e  c l ean sed  

f ro m wh a t  h i s  b r o th e r  H oru s  d i d  t o  h im ,  t ha t  t h i s  K i ng  ma y  b e  

c l eans ed  f r om  eve ry  ev i l  t h i ng  o n  h i m,  a n d  th a t  t h e r e  ma y  b e  

c l eans ed  th os e  wh o  wa t ch ed  f or  H or us  wh en  h e  s ou gh t  h i s  

f a t he r  Os i r i s .”   ( Al l en  20 05 :  3 2 5 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  28 1) .  

 6 2 . Ut t e r an ce  6 70  

A  v ar i an t  u po n  Ut t e r an ce  48 2  th a t  i n c l ud es  t h e  f o l l ow in g  

s en t en ce :  

“He has  sm i t t en  f or  you  h im who  smote  y ou  a s  an  o x ,  h e  h as  

s la i n  fo r  you  h i m  wh o  s l ew  yo u  as  a  w i l d  bu l l ,  h e  h as  b oun d  

f or  yo u  h i m w ho  b ou n d  yo u  an d  ha s  s e t  h im  u nd er  your  e ld e s t  

d a ug h t er  wh o  i s  i n  K d m ,  t h a t  m ou rn ing  ma y  ceas e  i n  t h e  ‘Tw o 

C on c l a ves ’  o f  t h e  gods .”                                                                             

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 67 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 85) .  

 6 3 . Ut t e r an ce  6 86  

T h e  k i n g  i s  an o i n t ed .  

“O Oin tmen t  o f  Horus !  O  Oin tmen t  o f  S e th !   Horus  ha s  t aken  

p os s es s io n  o f  h i s  ‘E ye ’  a nd  h as  s aved  i t  f r o m h i s  f oe s  and  Se th  

h as  n o  r i gh t s  o ver  i t .   Ho ru s  ha s  f i l l ed  h i ms e l f  w i th  u ngu en t ,  

a n d  Ho ru s  i s  p l ea sed  w i th  wh a t  h e  h as  d on e ,  H oru s  i s  

eq u i pp ed  w i th  w ha t  i s  h i s .   Th e  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’  c l ea ves  t o  h i m ,  

i t s  p er fu m e  i s  on  h im ,  i t s  w ra th  fa l l s  up o n  h i s  f oe s .   O i n tm en t  

b e lo ng s  t o  t h i s  K ing ,  t h i s  K i ng  f i l l s  h im s e l f  w i th  i t ,  i t s  

per f ume  i s  j o i ned  to  h im,  and  i t s  w ra th  f a l l s  upon  h i s  f o es .”                                                 

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 92 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 96) .  

 6 4 . Ut t e r an ce  6 91 B  

T h e  k i n g  as  H o ru s  ca l l s  up on  Os i r i s  t o  w ak e .  

“Wake ,  wake ,  O  my  fa ther  Os i r i s  f o r  I  am  your  son  who  l ove s  

yo u ,  I  am  yo ur  s on  H o ru s  w ho  l ove s  you .   Beh o ld ,  I  h a ve  co m e  

t ha t  I  m a y  br i ng  t o  you  w ha t  h e  t oo k  f r o m you .   H as  h e  

r e jo i ced  o ve r  you ?   H as  h e  dr un k  b lo od  f ro m you ?  H as  S e t h  

d ru n k  b l oo d  f ro m  yo u  in  t he  p r es en ce  o f  you r  t wo  s i s t er s?   Th e  

tw o  s i s t er s  w ho  l o ve  you  a r e  I s i s  a nd  N eph t h ys ,  an d  th ey  w i l l  

s up po r t  yo u .  D o  no t  p as s  m e  b y ,  f o r  I  h a ve  pr o v id ed  you ;  m a y  

yo u  no t  su f f er ,  ma y  you r  w i s do m ju dg e  H or us  wh o  i s  i n  h i s  

h o us e .   Q ue l l  S e t h  a s  G eb ,  as  t h e  b e ing  w ho  d evour s  en t ra i l s ,  
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f o r  yo ur  f r on t  i s  t ha t  o f  a  j a cka l ,  yo ur  h i nd er - pa r t s  ar e  t h e  

‘C el es t i a l  S er p en t ’ ,  yo ur  s p i ne  i s  t h e  d o or -b o l t  o f  t h e  god .   I  

h a ve  cu l t i va t ed  ba r l ey ,  I  ha ve  r ea p ed  em m er ,  wh i ch  I  h a ve  

p r ep ar ed  f or  yo ur  yea r l y  su s t en an ce ,  s o  wa ke ,  w a ke ,  O  my  

f a t he r ,  f o r  t h i s  b read  o f  your s .”                                        

( A l l en  20 05 :  3 33 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  3 01 - 3 02 ) .  

6 5 .U t t e ran ce  69 5  

A  d am aged  ‘ r es u r r ec t i on ’  t ex t  t h a t  i nc lu d es  t h e  fo l lo wi n g       

p h r as es :      

I  ha ve  d r i ven  o f f  Se t h  f ro m  th e  n or th  o f  t h e  s ky ,  t h e  a r ms  o f  

S e th  a r e  l oo s e ;  . . . j u s t  a s  she  gu ide s  Se t h .”                               

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 84 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  3 03 - 3 04 ) .  

 6 6 . Ut t e r an ce  6 96  

A  d am aged  ‘ f e r r ym an ’  t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu des  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p hr a s e :  

“ . . . t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Horu s ’  t h er e ,  w ho  r un s  a ga i ns t  t h e  f i n g er s  o f  

Se th .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  2 84 ;  Fau lk n e r  200 7 :  3 04 ) .  

 6 7 . Ut t e r an ce  7 15  

A l l en  ( 20 05 :  2 60 )  t r an s l a t es  t h i s  a s  “She  has  a cqu i r ed  a l l  t h e  

g o ds ,  a cqu i r ed  Ho ru s  an d  h i s  ‘ Gr ea t  o f  Ma gi c ’  c r ow n  as  w e l l ,  

a n d  acqu i r ed  Se th  a n d  h i s  ‘G r ea t  o f  M a gi c ’  c rown  as  we l l .”  

Fau lk n e r  (2 00 7 :  3 07 )  d e s c r ib es  t h e  p as s age  as  d am aged  t ex t  

t h a t  i n c l ud es  th e  wo r ds  “Se th  took  i t .”         

 6 8 . Ut t e r an ce  7 24  

A  d am aged  v ar i an t  o f  Ut t e r an ce  52 4 ;  w h ich  in c l ud es  t h e  n am e 

S e t h  ( Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  31 1 ) .  

 6 9 . Ut t e r an ce  7 52  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  p r es en t a t i on  o f  i n s i gn i a .  

“O Os i r i s  t h e  K ing ,  t a ke  t h e ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  Se th  ha d  

h id d en  –  a n  imnt -vu l t ur e .”                                                               

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 53 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  3 17) .  
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1 5 .2 .  Th e  p o s i t i v e  t ex ts  (2 0  in  nu mb er ,  2 .6%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

1 .   U t t e r an ce  2 1  

T h i s  i s  c on ce rn ed  w i t h  th e  r i t u a l  o f  ‘O p en in g  th e  M out h ’  o f  

t h e  d ead  ph a r aoh  to  en ab le  h im  to  r eacq u i r e  h i s  e a r t h l y 

f u n c t i on s .  

“ . . .Horus  has  opened  t h e  mou th  o f  t h i s  K ing ,  Horus  has  s p l i t  

o p en  t h e  mo u t h  o f  t h i s  K i ng  w i t h  t h a t  w h er ewi th  h e  s p l i t  o p en  

t h e  mo u t h  o f  h i s  f a th e r ,  w i th  t h a t  wh erewi th  h e  sp l i t  o p en  th e  

m o u t h  o f  Os i r i s ,  w i t h  t h e  i r on  wh i ch  i s s u ed  f ro m S e th ,  w i th  

t h e  ad ze  o f  i r on  wh i ch  sp l i t  open  th e  mou ths  o f  t he  gods .”                  

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 52 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  3 - 4 ) .  

2 . Ut t e r an ce  8 1  

A  h ym n  f o r  aw ak en i n g  t he  d ead  k i n g ,  ad ap t ed  t o  p re s en ta t io n  

o f  n apk ins .   Th e  k in g  i s  l i k en ed  t o  bo th  Ho r us  and  S e t h .  

“ . .O  you  who  r ece i ve  th e  work ing  women  and  who  adorn  th e  

G r ea t  O ne  o f  t h e  ca rr y in g - cha i r ,  ca use  th e  Two  L an ds  to  b ow  

t o  th i s  K in g  even  as  t h ey  bow  t o  Ho rus ;  ca us e  th e  Two  La n ds  

t o  dr ead  th i s  K i ng  even  a s  t h ey  dr ead  Se th . .”                                 

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 2 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  1 9 ) .  

3 . Ut t e r an ce  2 13  

“O King ,  you  have  no t  d epar t ed  dead ,  you  have  depar t ed  

a l i v e ;  s i t  u po n  t h e  t h r on e  o f  Os i r i s ,  yo ur  s cep t r e  i n  yo ur  

h a nd ,  t ha t  you  m a y  g i ve  o rd er s  t o  t h e  l i v in g ;  yo ur  l o tu s -bu d  

s cep t r e  i n  yo ur  h and ,  t h a t  you  ma y  g i ve  or d er s  t o  t h os e  wh os e  

s ea t s  ar e  h i dd en .   Y ou r  ar ms  a re  A tum ,  yo ur  sh ou ld e rs  a r e  

A tu m ,  your  b e l l y  i s  A t u m,  yo ur  ba ck  i s  A t u m,  yo ur  h i nd er -

p ar t s  a re  A tu m ,  you r  l eg s  ar e  A t um ,  yo ur  f a ce  i s  An ub i s .   T h e  

‘M o un ds  o f  Hor us ’  s e r ve  yo u ,  t h e  ‘Mou n ds  o f  S e t h ’  s er ve  

you .”                                                                        

( A l l en  20 05 :  3 1 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  4 0 ) .  

Fau lk n e r  (4 1 ,  n o t e  4 )  m ak es  th e  p o in t  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  ‘M oun ds  

o f  Ho ru s  and  S e th ’  s i gn i f y t h e  t w o  r ea l ms  o f  t h e  go ds  

r ep r es en t ed  b y t h e  t e l l s  ( mo un ds )  o n  w h ich  hu m an  s e t t l em en t s  

w e r e  o f t en  s i t ed .  

4 . Ut t e r an ce  2 17  

T h e  k i n g  j o in s  t h e  s un - go d .   A  l en g thy  t ex t  f r om w hi ch  th e  

f o l lo wi n g  p a ss age  i s  ex t r ac t ed :  
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“O Se t h  and  Neph thy s ,  g o  an d  pr o c la im  to  t h e  g od s  o f  Up p er  

Egyp t  and  th e i r  sp i r i t s :  ‘Th i s  K ing  comes  indeed ,  an  

i m per i sh ab l e  s p i r i t .   I f  he  w i sh e s  you  t o  d i e ,  yo u  w i l l  d i e ;  i f  

he  w i shes  you  to  l i v e ,  you  w i l l  l i v e .”                                                          

( A l l en  20 05 :  3 3 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  4 4 ) .  

Wi t h  r ega r d  to  t h e  go d s  o f  Lo w er  E g yp t ,  Os i r i s  and  Is i s  a r e  

ch a r ged  wi th  t he  p ro c l am at i on  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  U t t e r an ce .  

5 . Ut t e r an ce  2 18  

T h e  k i n g  as sum es  au th o r i t y  i n  t h e  ‘ Beyo n d ’ .   A  l en g t h y t ex t  

f r om  whi ch  th e  f o l lo w in g  pa ss age  i s  ex t rac t ed :  

“See  wha t  S e th  and  Tho th  have  done ,  your  two  bro t he rs  who  

do  no t  know  how  to  mourn  you .”                                          

( A l l en  20 05 :  3 4 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  4 6 ) .  

6 . Ut t e r an ce  2 68  

T h e  k i n g  i s  c ro wn ed  an d  en t h r on ed  in  t h e  ‘ Be yo n d ’ .   A  

m ed iu m l en g th  t ex t  f r om w hi ch  t h e  fo l l o win g  p as sage  i s  

ex t r ac t ed :  

“Thi s  K ing  washes  h imse l f  when  Re  appear s ,  t he  Grea t  

E n nead  s h i n es  f o r th ,  a nd  ‘H e o f  O m bos ’  ( i . e .  S e th )  i s  h i gh  a t  

t h e  head  o f  t h e  Conc lave .”                                                                       

( A l l en  20 05 :  4 9 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  7 6 ) .  

7 . Ut t e r an ce  2 71  

A n  ‘a s cen s io n ’  t ex t .  

“ I  ha ve  in un da ted  th e  l an d  w h i ch  ca m e  fo r t h  f ro m th e  la ke ,  I  

h a ve  to rn  o u t  t h e  pa p yr us - p la n t ,  I  ha ve  sa t i s f i ed  t he  Tw o  

L an ds ,  I  ha ve  u n i t ed  t h e  T wo  La nd s ,  I  h a ve  jo i n ed  m y  moth er  

t h e  ‘Gr ea t  Wi l d  Cow ’ .   O  m y  mot h er ,  t h e  ‘Wi l d  C ow ’  wh i ch  i s  

u p on  th e  ‘M ou nt a in  o f  P as tu re ’  a nd  u po n  th e  ‘M ou nt a in  o f  t he  

zHzH - b i r d ’ ,  t h e  tw o  Dd- p i l l a r s  s t an d ,  t h o ug h  t h e  br o ken  ru b b l e  

h as  f a l l en  an d  I  a scen d  on  t h i s  l ad der  wh i ch  m y  fa th er  Re  

m a d e  f or  me .   Ho rus  a nd  S e th  ta ke  h o ld  o f  m y  ha nd s  an d  t a ke  

m e  t o  t h e  N e th e rwor ld .   O  yo u  wh o  w er e  w i n ked  a t ,  b ewar e  o f  

h i m t o  wh om  co m ma n d  has  b een  g i ven;  O  you  t o  w ho m  

co m ma nd  h as  b een  g i ven ,  bewa re  o f  h im  w ho  w as  w i nked  a t .   

T h e  f a ce  o f  t h e  g o d  i s  o p en  to  m e ,  a nd  I  s i t  on  t he  gr ea t  

t h rone  bes ide  th e  god .”   ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  5 0 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  7 9 ) .   
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8 . Ut t e r an ce  3 85  

T h i s  sp e l l  i s  con cer n ed  wi th  p ro t ec t ion  aga in s t  sn akes  and  

o th e r  d an ge r s ,  i t  con c lu d es  w i th  t he  fo l lo wi n g  s en t en ce :  

“Horus  ha s  f e l l ed  you  ( i . e .  t h e  s n ak e )  a nd  you  w i l l  no t  l i v e ;  

Se th  has  cu t  you  up  and  you  w i l l  no t  r i s e  up .”                           

( A l l en  20 05 :  9 0 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  1 27 ) .  

9 . Ut t e r an ce  4 78  

T h i s  i s  a n  i n vo ca t io n  to  t he  ‘ Lad d e r  t o  t h e  S k y ’ .    A  l eng t h y 

t ex t  w h i ch  i n c lu d es  th e  f o l lo wi n g  p as sages :  

“Ha i l  t o  you ,  ‘La dd er  o f  t h e  Go d ’ !   Ha i l  t o  yo u ,  ‘La dd er  o f  

S e th ’ !   S ta nd  u p ,  ‘L ad d er  o f  t he  Go d ’ !   S ta nd  u p ,  ‘La dd er  o f  

S e th ’ !   S ta nd  u p ,  ‘L ad d er  o f  H or us ’  wh i ch  wa s  m ad e  fo r  

O s i r i s  s o  th a t  h e  mi gh t  as cen d  on  i t  t o  t h e  s ky  an d  e s co r t  R e!   

Y ou  h a ve  co m e  s eek i ng  yo ur  br o t h er  O s i r i s ,  f o r  h i s  b ro th e r  

S e th  h as  th ro wn  h im  dow n  on  h i s  s i d e  in  yo nd er  s id e  o f  G h s t y .    

H o ru s  co m es  w i th  yo u ,  h i s  p ow er  u po n  h i m  a nd  tu rn s  h i s  f a ce  

t o  h i s  f a t he r  G eb:  “ I  a m your  s on ,  I  am  Ho ru s ;  you  b eg o t  m e  

j us t  a s  you  b ego t  t h e  g od ,  t h e  ‘Lor d  o f  t he  L ad der ’ .   Y ou  h ave  

g i ven  to  h im  t h e  ‘La d der  o f  t h e  Go d ’ ,  yo u  ha ve  g i ven  to  h i m  

t h e  ‘Lad d er  o f  S e t h ’ ,  t ha t  h e  ma y  as cen d  o n  i t  t o  t h e  s ky  a n d  

e s cor t  Re .   N ow l e t  t h e  ‘La dd er  o f  t h e  G o d ’  be  g i ven  to  me ,  

l e t  t h e  ‘Lad der  o f  Se t h ’  b e  g i ven  to  m e  th a t  I  ma y  as cend  o n  i t  

t o  t h e  s ky  an d  e scor t  R e  as  a  d i v in e  gu ar d i an  o f  t ho s e  wh o  

h a ve  go n e  t o  t h e i r  d o ub l e s . . . . . H e  w ho  s ha l l  s ee  an d  h e  w ho  

s ha l l  h ea r  sh a l l  g ua rd  a nd  p ro t ec t  h im s e l f  w h en  I  a s cend  t o  

t h e  sky  u po n  th e  ‘La d der  o f  t h e  Go d ’ ;  f o r  I  ap pear  a s  t h e  

u r aeus  which  i s  on  t h e  ver t ex  o f  S e th .”                                                               

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 79 - 28 0 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  1 66 ) .  

Wh i l s t  t h e  t ex t  d o es  co n t a i n  a  ‘ n ega t iv e  as p ec t ’ ,  n am el y t h e  

p ass age  t h a t  r e f e r s  t o  S e th  th r ow in g  Os i r i s  d ow n ,  t h e  ov er a l l  

i mp r es s io n  i s  a  pos i t i v e  o n e  as  t h e  d ecea s ed’ s  sp i r i t  a s cend s  

t o  t h e  A kh e t .  

1 0 .U t t e ran ce  51 0  

A  mis ce l l an y o f  s pe l l s  i n c l ud in g  t h e  fo l l ow in g  pa ss age :  

“My s t r eng th  i s  t h e  s t r eng th  o f  ‘S e th  o f  Nu b e t ’ ;  . . . Hor us  l i f t s  

me  up ,  S e th  r a i s e s  me .”                                                              

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 53 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 86 - 1 87 ) .  
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 1 1 . Ut t e r an ce  5 11  

T h e  k i n g  go es  to  t he  sk y i n  an  ea r t hq u ak e .   A  l en gt h y t ex t  

w h ich  in c l ud es  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  p h r as e :  

“The  sky  t hunder s  f o r  me ,  t h e  ear th  quakes  f o r  me ;  t h e  

ha i l s t orm i s  burs t  apar t  f o r  me ,  I  roar  a s  does  Se th .”                       

( a  p as s age  po ss i b l y   r e fe r r i n g  t o  S e t h  a s  t he  ‘ god  o f  

t hu nd e r ’? )          ( Al l en  20 05 :  15 3 ;  Fau l kn e r  2 00 7 :  18 7 ) .  

1 2 .U t t e ran ce  53 9  

A  l en g th y ‘ a s cens io n ’  t ex t  wh i ch  d es c r i be s  t h e  v a r i ou s  bo d y 

p a r t s  and  i nc lu d es  t h i s  s en t en ce :  

“My shou lder s  ar e  Se th ;  I  w i l l  a s cend  and  r i s e  up  t o  t h e  sky .”  

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 69 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 07) .  

1 3 .U t t e ran ce  57 0  

A  l en g th y t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi t h  k i n g  and  h i s  v a r i ou s  fu n c t io ns  

w h ich  in c l ud es  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  s ec t io ns :  

“I  e s cape  my  day  o f  d ea th  j us t  a s  S e t h  e s caped  h i s  day  o f  

d ea t h .   I  e s ca p ed  my  ha l f - mo n th s  o f  d ea th  j us t  a s  S e th  

e s cap ed  h i s  h a l f - mo n t hs  o f  dea t h .   I  e s cap e  m y  mo n th s  o f  

d ea t h  j us t  a s  S e t h  es cap ed  h i s  mo n th s  o f  d ea t h .   I  e s cap ed  m y  

yea r  o f  d ea th  ju s t  a s  S e th  es ca p ed  h i s  y ea r  o f  d ea th .  . .   I  a m  

t h e  ur aeus  wh i ch  wen t  f o r th  f r o m S e th ,  w h i ch  mo ves  

i n cess an t l y  . . . . wh i ch  w as  b or n  be fo r e  th e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho rus ’  w as  

g o ug ed  o u t ,  b e fo r e  t h e  t e s t i c l e s  o f  S e th  w ere  t or n  o f f . . .Op en ,  

O  Ho ru s ;  s ta nd  g uar d ,  O  S e th ,  t h a t  I  ma y  r i s e  i n  t he  ea s t er n  

s id e  o f  t h e  sky  l i k e  R e  w ho  r i s es  i n  t h e  eas t e rn  s id e  o f  t he  

s ky .”   (A l l en  2 00 5 :  1 78 -1 79 ;  Fau lk n e r  2 00 7 :  22 4 -2 25 ) .  

A n o t he r  t ex t  t h a t ,  a l t h ou gh  con t a in in g  s om e  n ega t iv e  as p ec t s ,  

o v e r a l l  h as  a  po s i t i v e  s ens e  a s  t h e  su n  i s  i nv ok ed  a t  d awn .  

1 4 .U t t e ran ce  57 1  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  th e  k in g  be in g  th e  s on  o f  A tum  an d  a  

s t a r  wh i ch  in c l ud es  th e  f o l lo wi n g:  

“ . . . t h e  K ing  es capes  h i s  day  o f  d ea th  ju s t  a s  S e th  es caped  h i s  

day  o f  d ea th .”                                                                       

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 79 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 26) .  
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1 5 .U t t e ran ce  57 5  

T h e  k i n g  a r r iv es  i n  t h e  ‘ Be yo n d ’  an d  an no un ces  t h a t  a  nu mb er  

o f  god s  h av e  caus ed  h im  to  co me ,  i n c lu d i n g :  

“I  caused  h im  to  come;  I  caused  h im  t o  come ,  say s  Se th .”  

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 81 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 30) .  

1 6 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 15  

T h e  k i n g  c r os s es  t o  t h e  ‘ Be yo n d ’ .  

“The  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’  i s  p l a ced  o n  t h e  w i n g  o f  h i s  b ro th e r  S e t h ,  

t h e  ro p es  ar e  t i ed ,  t h e  f e r r y -b oa t s  a re  m ad e  r ea d y  fo r  t h e  so n  

o f  A t um ,  f o r  t h e  son  o f  A t um  i s  no t  b oa t l es s .   T h i s  K in g  i s  

b o un d  f or  t h e  s on  o f  A tu m,  a nd  t h e  so n  o f  A tu m i s  n o t  

boa t l es s .”       ( Al l en  2 00 5 :  2 34 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  25 6) .  

1 7 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 83  

 

T h e  k i n g  i s  g r ee t ed  b y t h e  go ds  an d  t h i s  t ex t  r e co rds  t h e i r  

s p eech es ,  i n c l ud in g  amo n gs t  t h em  i s  t h i s  s en t en ce :  

  

“Thi s  i s  Horus  who  came  f or t h  f r om  t he  N i l e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  l o n g -

h or n  wh i ch  cam e  f or th  f r o m t h e  s t ockad e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  v ip e r  

w h i ch  ca m e  fo r th  f r o m R e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  u r aeus  wh ich  ca me  f or t h  

f rom Se t h .”  (A l l en  2 0 05 :  2 90 ;  Fau lk n er  20 07 :  29 3) .  

 

1 8 .  Ut t e r an ce  7 17  

 

A  v ar i an t  u po n  Ut t e r an ce  66 6  w hi ch  in c lu d es  th e  p h r a s e  

“throw  away  your  f e t t e r s  a s  S e th  who  i s  i n  H nh nt .”                       

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 47 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  3 08) .  

 

1 9 .  Ut t e r an ce  7 19  

 

A n  ‘ a s cen s io n ’  t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  ph r a s e :  

 

“ . . . a nd  S e t h  f e r r i es  yo u  o ve r  t h e  ‘Wi n d in g  Wa t e rw a y ’ .”         

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 48 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  3 09) .  

 

2 0 .  Ut t e r an ce  7 23  

 

A  ‘ r es u r r ec t io n ’  t ex t .  
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“O King ,  r a i s e  your s e l f  upon  your  i ron  bones  and  go lden  

m em b er s ,  f o r  t h i s  bo d y  o f  yo urs  b e lo ng s  to  a  g od ;  i t  w i l l  n o t  

g ro w  mo ul d y ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  d es t r oyed ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  pu t r e f y .   Th e  

w ar mt h  w h i ch  i s  i n  you r  m ou t h  i s  t h e  b r ea th  wh ich  i s su ed  f ro m 

t h e  no s t r i l s  o f  S e th ,  an d  t h e  w in ds  o f  t h e  s ky  w i l l  b e  de s t ro yed  

i f  t h e  w ar mt h  wh i ch  i s  i n  you r  m ou t h  b e  d e s t r o yed ;  t h e  sky  

w i l l  b e  d ep r i ved  o f  i t s  s t ar s  i f  t h e  warm t h  w h i ch  i s  i n  your  

m o u t h  be  l a ck in g .   M a y  yo ur  f l e s h  b e  b or n  to  l i f e ,  an d  ma y  

your  l i f e  be  more  than  t h e  l i f e  o f  t he  s ta r s  when  t h ey  l i ve .”                                                               

( Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  3 11 ) .  

 

1 5 .3  Th e  n eu t ra l  t ex t s  (4 4  in  n u mber ,  5 . 8%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

1 .  U t t e r an ce  2 5  

A  ‘ l i b a t io n ’  s p e l l  

“Someone  ha s  gone  w i t h  h i s  doub l e ,  Horus  ha s  gone  w i th  h i s  

doub l e ,  S e th  has  gone  w i th  h i s  doub l e . . .”                         

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 9 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  4 )   

Fau lk n e r  he r e  u se s  t h e  t e rm  ‘d ou b l e ’  as  an  a l t e rn a t iv e  t o  t h e  

ex p r es s io n  k a  ( s ee  h i s  P r e f ace :  v i i ) .   

2 . Ut t e r an ce  3 4  

A  ‘ pu r i f i c a t io n ’  t ex t ,  A l l en  s u gges t s  t h a t  zm in  i s  co nd ensed  

m i lk ,  Fau l kn e r  su gges t s  t h a t  i t  i s  s ome t h in g  th a t  c an  b e  sp a t  

o u t ,  po ss i b l y a  c r eam  an d  t h a t  i t  c a lm s  th e  q u ar r e l l i n g  H or u s  

an d  Se th .  

“Zmi n ,  zmi n  w h i ch  sp l i t s  op en  your  mo u t h !   O  K i ng ,  t a s t e  i t s  

t a s t e  i n  f ro n t  o f  t hem  o f  t h e  ‘God ’s  Boo th ’ .   Wh a t  H or us  sp i t s  

o u t  i s  zmi n ,  w ha t  Se t h  sp i t s  o u t  i s  zmin ,  wh a t  r eco n c i l es  t h e  

Tw o  G ods  i s  zm in .   R ec i t e  f ou r  t im es :   Y o u  ar e  pu r i f i ed  in  t h e  

‘C om pa n y  o f  t h e  Fo l l ow er s  o f  H oru s ’  –  Up p er  E g yp t ia n  

n a t ro n  o f  N ekh eb ,  5  pe l l e t s .”  (A l l en  20 0 5 :  19 ;  Fau lk n e r  2 0 07 :  

7 ) .  

3 . Ut t e r an ce  3 5  

A  f u r th e r  ‘ pu r i f i c a t i on ’  t ex t .  

“Your  pu r i f i ca t i on  i s  t h e  pu r i f i ca t ion  o f  Horus ,  your  

p ur i f i ca t i on  i s  t h e  p ur i f i ca t i on  o f  Se th ,  yo ur  p ur i f i ca t i on  i s  

t h e  pu r i f i ca t i on  o f  T ho t h ,  yo ur  p ur i f i ca t i on  i s  t he  p ur i f i ca t i on  

o f   dwn-anwy,  an d  you r  pu r i f i ca t io n  i s  a l so  a mo ng  t h em ;  you r  
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m o ut h  i s  t h e  m ou t h  o f  a  s u ck in g  ca l f  on  t h e  da y  i t  wa s  bor n  –  

L ow er  E g yp t ia n  na t r on  o f  S t - p t ,  5  p e l l e t s .”                                                                  

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 9 -2 0 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  7 ) .  

 4 .U t t e ran ce  36  

V i r t ua l l y  i d en t i c a l  t o  Ut t e r an c e  3 5  ( Al l en  20 05 :  2 0 ;  Fau lkn e r  

2 0 07 :  8 ) .  

5 . Ut t e r an ce  2 10  

“Awake ,  O  W pi w !   B e  h ig h ,  O  T ho t h !  A wa ke ,  yo u  s l e ep ers !  

R o us e  up ,  you  d we l l e r s  i n  Kenz e t ,  w ho  ar e  b e for e  t he  Gr ea t  

E g re t  w ho  w en t  up  f ro m th e  cu l t i va t ion  an d  t h e  W ep w awe t -

j a cka l  w h i ch  em erged  f ro m th e  ta m ar i s k - bu sh .   M y  m ou th  i s  

p ur e ,  t h e  ‘T wo  E nnea ds ’  cens e  m e ,  and  pur e  i nd eed  i s  t h i s  

t on gu e  wh i ch  i s  i n  m y  mo u t h .   Wh a t  I  d e t es t  i s  f a ece s ,  I  r e j e c t  

u r i n e ,  I  d e t e s t  m y  ow n  d e t es t ab l en es s .   Wh a t  I  d e t es t  i s  t he s e  

tw o ,  an d  I  w i l l  n eve r  ea t  t h e  d e t es t ab len ess  o f  t h es e  two ,  j u s t  

a s  S e t h  re j ec t ed  the  po i s on .   O  yo u  two  C om pa n i on s  w ho  

c r os s  t h e  s ky ,  wh o  a r e  R e  an d  T ho th ,  t a ke  me  w i th  yo u ,  t ha t  I  

m a y  ea t  o f  w ha t  you  ea t ,  t h a t  I  ma y  d r i n k  o f  wh a t  you  d r in k ,  

t ha t  I  m a y  l i v e  o n  w ha t  yo u  l i v e  on ,  t h a t  I  ma y  s i t  on  wha t  you  

s i t  o n ,  t h a t  I  ma y  be  s t ro ng  th ro ug h  tha t  w h er eb y  yo u  ar e  

s t r on g ,  t h a t  I  ma y  s a i l  i n  t h a t  i n  wh i ch  yo u  sa i l .   M y  b oo t h  i s  

p la i t ed  w i th  ru sh es ,  m y  dr i n k - su pp l y  i s  i n  t h e  ‘Fi e l d  o f  

O f f e r in gs ’ ,  m y  fo od - o f f er i ng s  ar e  a mon g  you ,  you  g od s ,  m y  

w a t er  i s  w in d  l i k e  t h a t  o f  R e ,  a nd  I  g o  r ou nd  t h e  sky  l i k e  R e ,  I  

t raver s e  th e  s ky  l i ke  Tho th .”                                                          

( A l l en  20 05 :  3 0 ;  Fa u lk n er  2 00 7 :  3 9 ) .  

6 . Ut t e r an ce  2 15  

T h e  k i n g  as cen ds  to  t h e  sk y a s  a  s t a r  an d  i s  l i k en ed  t o  bo th  

H o r us  and  S e t h .   A  l en g th y t ex t  f rom  w h ich  th e  f o l l o wing  

r e l ev an t  p as s ages  hav e  b een  ex t rac t ed :  

“ . .There  i s  no  s ta r -g o d  w ho  h as  n o  com p an io n ,  h ave  yo u  yo ur  

co m pa n io n?   Lo ok  a t  m e!   Y ou  ha ve  s een  t h e  sh ap es  o f  t he  

ch i ld r en  o f  t h e i r  f a t h er s ,  wh o  know  t he i r  sp eech ,  t h e  

‘ I m p er i sh ab l e  S ta r s ’ ;  s ee  now  t ho s e  wh o  ar e  i n  t h e  Cas t l e ,  

w ho  a r e  Ho ru s  an d  S e t h .   Sp i t  on  t he  fa ce  o f  Ho ru s  f or  h im ,  

t ha t  yo u  m a y  rem o ve  th e  in ju ry  w h i ch  i s  o n  h i m ;  p i ck  up  th e  

t e s t i c l e s  o f  S e t h ,  t ha t  you  m a y  r em o ve  h i s  m u t i la t io n ;  t ha t  o ne  

i s  bo rn  fo r  you ,  t h i s  o n e  i s  con ce i ved  f or  yo u .  
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“You  a r e  bo rn ,  O  Horus ,  i n  your  name  o f  ‘H im  a t  w ho m t h e  

ea r t h  qu a kes ’ ;  yo u  a r e  con ce i ved ,  O  Se t h ,  i n  t h i s  yo ur  n am e  

o f  ‘Hi m a t  wh o m t he  s ky  t r em bl e s ’ .   I f  t h i s  on e  ha s  no  

m u t i l a t i on  a nd  i f  t ha t  on e  h as  n o  i n j ury  –  an d  v i ce  v er s a  –  

t h en  yo u  w i l l  h a ve  n o  in ju ry  a nd  yo u  w i l l  h ave  n o  

mut i l a t i on .”  

“You  a r e  bo rn ,  O  Horus ,  f o r  Os i r i s ,  and  you  have  more  

r eno wn  th an  h e ,  you  ha ve  m or e  po wer  t ha n  h e .   Y ou  a r e  

co n ce i ved ,  O  S e t h ,  f o r  G eb  an d  you  h ave  m or e  r en own  t han  

he ,  you  have  more  power  t han  he .”                                                              

( A l l en  20 05 :  3 1 -3 2 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  42 ) .    

7 . Ut t e r an ce  2 24  

T h e  k i n g  b ecom es  th e  u n i v er s a l  go v e rn o r .  

“Rouse  yours e l f ,  O  K ing!  Turn  yours e l f  abou t ,  O  K ing!  Go ,  

t ha t  yo u  m a y  go vern  t h e  ‘Mo un ds  o f  Ho ru s ’ ;  g o  th a t  you  m a y  

g o ver n  th e  ‘M ou nds  o f  S e th ’ .”                                                             

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 8 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  5 2 ) .  

O n ce  aga i n  r ep r es en t i n g  th e  t ow ns  o f  U p p er  an d  Lo w er  Eg yp t  

u p on  th e i r  t e l l s .  

 8 .U t t e ran ce  22 5  

T h i s  u t t e r an ce  i s  a  v a r i an t  o f  Ut t e r an ce  22 4  th a t  o n ce  aga i n  

m en t i on s  ‘ t h e  Mo un ds  o f  H o ru s  and  Se t h ’ .                                                               

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 63 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  5 3 ) .  

 9 .U t t e ran ce  24 7  

T h e  o f f i c i an t  add r es s es  t h e  k in g .   A  med ium  l en gt h  t ex t  f r o m 

w h ich  th e  f o l l o wing  p a ss age  i s  ex t r ac t ed :  

“O you  who  were  in  N edi t !   Y our  g ood  br ea d  i s  p r epa r ed  i n  

P e ,  t a ke  yo ur  p ow er  i n  On ,  f o r  i t  i s  Ho ru s  wh o  co m ma nded  

t ha t  m en  h e l p  h i s  f a th e r .   As  f o r  t h e  ‘L or d  o f  t h e  S t or m ’ ,  t h e  

s la ver in g  o f  S e t h  (p os s i b l y an  en v i s ion in g  o f  r a i n? )  i s  

f o r b i dd en  t o  h i m.   H e  ra i s es  you  u p ,  an d  i t  i s  h e  wh o  w i l l  

ra i s e  up  A tum.”     ( A l l en  20 05 :  4 1 -4 2 ;  Fau lk ne r  2 00 7 :  60 )  

1 0 .U t t e ran ce  30 6  

T h i s  u t t e r an ce  i s  a n  ‘ as cen s i on ’  t ex t  w h ich  aga in  m en t i on s  th e  

‘ M ou nd s  o f  Ho r us  an d  Se th ’ .   ( Al l en  2 0 05 :  5 8 ;  Fau l kn e r  2 00 7 :  

9 4 ) .  



186 
 

1 1 .U t t e ran ce  30 8  

T h e  k i n g  g r ee t s  t h e  go ds .  

“Ha i l  t o  you ,  Horus  i n  t h e  ‘Ho r i t e  Mou n ds ’ !  

H a i l  t o  you ,  S e t h  in  t h e  ‘Se th i t e  Mo und s ’ .”                         

( A l l en  20 05 :  5 8 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  9 6 ) .  

 1 2 . Ut t e r an ce  3 22  

A n  ‘ a s cen s io n ’  t ex t  

“The  sky  i s  opened ,  t h e  ear t h  i s  opened ,  t h e  doors  o f  sAt(y) a r e  

o p en ed  fo r  Ho ru s ,  t h e  l o tu s -d oo rs  ar e  t h r own  o p en  f or  S e t h .   

T ur n  yo ur s e l f  a bo u t  f o r  m e ,  O  you  who  ar e  in  yo ur  fo r t r es s ;  I  

h a ve  pa ss ed  by  yo u  as  A tu m ,  I  a m hay-tAw wh o  dw el l s  i n  

Lebanon .”  ( Al l en  20 0 5 :  67 ;  Fau lk n e r  2 0 07 :  1 02 ) .  

 1 3 . Ut t e r an ce  3 27  

T h e  k i n g  i s  f ed .  

“The  mes senger  o f  H o ru s  l o ves  m e  a nd  h as  br ou gh t  h i s  e ye ;  

t h e  m es s en ger  o f  Se t h  l o ves  m e  a nd  ha s  br ou gh t  h i s  t e s t i c l es ;  

t h e  m es s en ger  o f  Th o t h  lo ves  me  a nd  h as  b ro ug h t  h i s  a rm ,  a nd  

t h e  ‘Tw o En n ea ds ’  h a ve  t r embl ed  a t  t hem .   T h es e  ar e  i nd eed  

m y  m es seng ers  wh om  I  l o ve  a nd  wh o  w i l l  b r in g  m e  t o  a  mea l ,  

and  t h ey  w i l l  b r ing  me  to  a  mea l .”                                          

( A l l en  20 05 :  6 9 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  1 04 ) .  

1 4 .U t t e ran ce  38 6  

“I  have  come  to  you ,  O  co r ru p t  o n e ,  an d  you  s ha l l  pa ss  m e  i n  

R -P sn y .   I f  yo u  dr i ve  m e  aw a y ,  I  w i l l  d r i v e  you  a wa y .   Ho ru s  

f e l l  b eca us e  o f  h i s  ‘E ye ’ ,  S e th  s u f f er ed  becau s e  o f  h i s  

t e s t i c l e s .   O  S er p en t  wh os e  h ead  i s  r a i s ed ,  w ho  i s  i n  t h e  n3 w t -

bushes ,  f a l l  down ,  c rawl  away!”                                                         

( A l l en  20 05 :  9 0 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  1 27 ) .  

1 5 .U t t e ran ce  39 0  

“The  K ing  i s  pu r e ,  h i s  doub l e  i s  pur e .   How ha l e  i s  t h e  k ing !  

H ow  h a l e  i s  t h e  K in g!   Hor us  i s  ha l e  o f  h i s  bo dy .   How  ha l e  i s  

t h e  K in g!  How  h a l e  i s  t he  K i ng!   S e th  i s  ha le  o f  h i s  b od y  a n d  

t h e  K in g  i s  ha l e  o f  h i s  b od y  b e t ween  yo u .   I  a m  h e  wh o  dra ws  

t h e  bow s t r in g  as  Ho ru s  an d  pu l l s  t h e  co rd  a s  Os i r i s .  Th a t  ma n  

h as  g on e  a nd  t h i s  m a n  ha s  com e .   A r e  you  Ho rus ?   Dow n o n  



187 
 

yo ur  f a ce!  B e  tu rn ed  ups id e  d own!   Are  y ou  S e t h?   D own  o n  

yo ur  f a ce!  B e  d ra gg ed  o f f !  Th i s  f o o t  o f  min e  wh i ch  I  p u t  o n  

yo u  i s  t h e  f oo t  o f  M af d e t ;  t h i s  ha nd  o f  mi n e  w h i ch  I  l a y  o n  

yo u  i s  t h e  h an d  o f  M af d e t  wh o  dw el l s  i n  t h e  ‘M an s io n  o f  

L i f e ’ .   I  s t r i ke  yo u  o n  you r  fa ce  so  t ha t  yo ur  veno m  m a y  fa i l . ”                                                                               

( A l l en  20 05 ;  9 0 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  1 28 -1 2 9) .  

 1 6 . Ut t e r an ce  4 13  

A  ‘ r es u r r ec t io n ’  t ex t  d es i gn ed  to  s en d  th e  k i n g’ s  sp i r i t  t o  t h e  

s k y.  

“Ra i s e  yours e l f ,  O  K ing!  You  have  your  wa t er ,  you  h a ve  yo ur  

i nu nd a t i on ;  yo u  have  you r  mi l k  w h i ch  i s  f ro m  th e  b r ea s t s  o f  

M o th er  I s i s .   Ra i s e  you rs e l f ,  yo u  ch i l d  o f  Hor us ,  ch i l d  who  i s  

i n  Dbawt-p,  a s  S e t h  w ho  i s  i n  HnHnt.   Th i s  ‘G r ea t  On e ’  sp end s  

t h e  n ig h t  f a s t  a s l eep ;  a wa ke ,  O  K in g ,  r a i s e  yo ur s e l f ,  r ec e i ve  

yo ur  h ead ,  ga th er  yo ur  b on es  to ge th e r ,  sh a ke  o f f  yo ur  d us t ,  

a n d  s i t  o n  yo ur  i ron  t hr on e ,  so  th a t  yo u  m a y  ea t  t h e  f o r e l eg ,  

d evou r  th e  ha un ch ,  a nd  p ar t a ke  o f  your  r ib - j o i n t s  i n  t h e  sky  

i n  company  w i t h  t he  gods .”                                                                       

( A l l en  20 05 :  8 7 ;  Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  1 36 ) .  

1 7 .U t t e ran ce  41 9  

T h e  k i n g  i s  ad d r es sed  b y h i s  so n  on  the  o ccas i on  o f  h i s  

f u n e ra l .   A  m ed i um s i z ed  t ex t  f r om w hi ch  t h e  f o l l ow in g  

p a ss age  ha s  b een  ex t rac t ed :  

“Horus  ha s  d i spe l l ed  t h e  ev i l  wh i ch  was  on  you  in  your  four  

d a ys ,  S e t h  has  a nnu l l ed  w ha t  h e  d id  ag a i ns t  yo u  in  yo ur  e i gh t  

days .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  9 5 ;  Fau l kn e r  2 007 :  13 8 ) .                           

T h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e se  in  an  ad d i t i o n a l  no te  s t a t e s  t h a t  h e  b e l i ev e s  

t h a t  t h e  f ou r  an d  e igh t  d a ys  a r e  co nce rn ed  wi th  t wo  m aj o r  

s t ages  i n  t h e  mumm if i ca t i on  p ro ce ss  ( A l l en  20 05 :  9 5 ,  n o t e  

3 1 ) .  

 1 8 . Ut t e r an ce  4 24  

A  mis ce l l an y o f  s ho r t  sp e l l s  i n c l ud in g  a  r e f e r en ce  t o  ‘ t h e  

M ou nd s  o f  Ho r us  an d  S e th . ’  ( Al l en  200 5 :  1 02 ;  Fau lk n e r  2 0 0 7 :  

1 4 0) .  

1 9 .U t t e ran ce  44 3  

A n  u t t e ran ce  con cer n ed  wi th  th e  s k y- g o d dess ,  Nu t .  
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“O Nut ,  t h e  e ye s  have  gone  fo r t h  f rom  your  head ,  you  have  

ca rr i ed  o f f  Ho ru s  an d  h i s  gr ea t l y - ma g ica l ,  yo u  ha ve  car r i ed  

o f f  S e t h  an d  h i s  grea t l y -m ag i ca l .   O  N u t ,  yo u  ha ve  m us te r ed  

y o ur  ch i ld r en  in  you r  na m e  o f  ‘La d y  o f  On ’ .   As s i gn  th i s  K i n g  

t o  l i f e ,  l e s t  h e  per i s h .”                                                                      

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 07 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 48) .    

 2 0 . Ut t e r an ce  4 47  

T h e  k i n g  d ep ar t s  t o  t h e  ‘ Be yo n d ’ ;  t h e  t ex t  b eg in s  wi t h  t he  

f o l lo wi n g  s en t en ce :  

“Someone  ha s  gone  to  h i s  doub l e ,  Os i r i s  ha s  gone  t o  h i s  

d o ub l e ,  S e th  h as  g on e  t o  h i s  d ou b l e ,  Mxnt-irty h as  g on e  t o  h i s  

doub l e ,  you  a l so  have  gone  t o  your  doub l e .”                                  

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 08 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 48) .  

2 1 .U t t e ran ce  45 0  

A  v ar i an t  o n  Ut t e r an ce  4 47  b eg in n i n g  w i t h  a  s i mi l a r  s en ten ce  

i n c lu d i n g  t he  p h r ase  “Se th  ha s  gone  t o  h i s  doub le .”          

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 08 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 49) .  

2 2 .U t t e ran ce  45 9  

T h e  k i n g  i s  r es t o r ed  t o  l i f e .  

“O King ,  r ece i ve  th i s  pur e  wa te r  o f  your s  wh i ch  i s sued  f r om 

E l ep ha n t i n e ,  yo ur  w a t er  f ro m El eph an t i ne ,  you r  bd - na t ro n  

f ro m ‘ I r w ,  you r  Hzmn- n a t ro n  f ro m th e  O xyrh yn ch i t e  no m e ,  

yo ur  i n cens e  f r o m N ub ia .   M a y  you  s i t  o n  you r  i ro n  th ron e ,  

yo ur  f or ep ar t  b e in g  th a t  o f  a  j a cka l  a nd  yo ur  h in d er  pa r t  

b e in g  t ha t  o f  a  f a l co n ;  m ay  yo u  d evo ur  th e  h au n ch  f r o m t he  

s la ug h t er - b lo ck  o f  O s i r i s  an d  t h e  r ib -p i ece s  f r om  u po n  th e  

s la ug h t er -b lock  o f  S e th .   Your  b r ead  i s  t h e  god’ s  br ead  wh i ch  

i s  i n  t h e  B ro ad  H al l ;  m a y  you  s t r i k e  w i th  t h e  ‘ bA- scep t re ,  m a y  

yo u  go vern  w i t h  t he  i 3 3 t - s cep t r e ,  ma y  you  g i ve  o rd ers  t o  t h e  

g o ds ,  ma y  you  g ra sp  f or  yo urs e l f  t h e  ha n d  o f  t h e  

‘ I m p er i sh ab l e  S ta r s ’ ,  ma y  yo u  as cen d  f ro m th e  Th in i t e  nom e ,  

m a y  yo u  de s cen d  i n t o  th e  G r ea t  V a l l e y .   S t an d  up!  R a i s e  

your s e l f !”  ( Al l en  20 0 5 :  11 9 -1 20 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  15 3) .  

 2 3 . Ut t e r an ce  4 70  

A  co l l e c t io n  o f  s p e l l s ,  wh ich  in c l ud e  th e  fo l lo wi n g :  

“I  am go ing  t o  t h e  s ky  th a t  I  ma y  s ee  m y  f a t h er  t h a t  I  may  s ee  

R e ,  sa y  I .   T o  th e  Hi gh  Mo un ds  or  t h e  ‘M o un ds  o f  S e th ’?   Th e  
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H i gh  M o u nd s  w i l l  pa ss  me  o n  to  t he  ‘M o un ds  o f  Se th ’ .”               

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 26 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 59) .  

 2 4 . Ut t e r an ce  4 74  

T h i s  i s  a  v a r i an t  u po n  U t t e ran ce  30 6  wh i ch  in c lu d es  r e f e ren ce  

t o  ‘ t h e  Mo un ds  o f  H o r us  and  S e t h . ’  (A l l en  20 05 :  12 8 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 62) .  

 2 5 . Ut t e r an ce  4 75  

A  ‘ f e r r ym an ’  t ex t .  

“Ahoy ,  Ferr yman!   B r i ng  t h i s  Horus ,  b r ing  h i s  ‘E ye ’ ;  b r in g  

t h i s  Se th ,  b r i ng  h i s  t e s t i c l es !  Th er e  l ea ps  u p  th e  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’  w ho  f e l l  i n  t h e  eas t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s ky ,  a nd  I  w i l l  l eap  up  

w i th  i t ,  I  w i l l  t ra ve l  i n  t h e  eas t  s id e  o f  t h e  s ky ,  I  w i l l  g o  an d  

e s cor t  Re  i n  t h e  p la ce  o f  t h e  go ds  who  ha ve  go n e  t o  t h e i r  

d o ub l e s ,  wh o  l i v e  i n  t h e  ‘Mo un ds  o f  Ho ru s ’  an d  w ho  l i v e  i n  

t h e  ‘Mo un ds  o f  Se th ’ .   B eho ld ,  I  ha ve  co m e  a nd  g on e ,  f o r  I  

h a ve  r ea ch ed  th e  he i gh t  o f  t h e  s ky ,  a nd  I  ha ve  n o t  b ee n  

o p pos ed  b y  th e  ‘Grea t  On es  o f  t h e  Ca s t l e  o f  t h e  M a ce ’ ,  wh o  

a r e  on  t h e  Mi l ky  Wa y .   T he  Da y -b ar k  i s  s u mm on ed  f or  m e ,  an d  

I  a m he  w ho  b a l es  i t  o u t ,  f o r  R e  h as  s e t  me  a s  a  po ss es so r  o f  

l i f e  and  domin i on .”                                                               

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 28 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 63) .  

2 6 .U t t e ran ce  48 0  

T h i s  i s  a no th e r  v a r i an t  o f  Ut t e r an ce  30 6  th a t  o n ce  aga in  

m en t i on s  ‘ t h e  Mo un ds  o f  H o ru s  and  Se t h ’ .  ( Al l en  20 0 5 :  2 8 1 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  1 68) .  

2 7 .U t t e ran ce  48 3  

A n ot he r  ‘ r e su r r ec t io n ’  t ex t  wh i ch  i n c lu d es  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  

p a ss age :  

“ . . .may  you  moun t  up  th e  god  and  may  Se t h  be  bro the r l y  t o  

yo u . . .”  ( Fau lk n er  20 0 7 :  17 0 -1 71 ) .  

2 8 .U t t e ran ce  57 2  

A n  ‘ a s cen s io n ’  t ex t  w h i ch  aga i n  m ak es  r e f e r en ce  to  t h e  

‘ M ou nd s  o f  Ho r us  an d  Se th ’ .  ( Al l en  20 0 5 :  18 0 ;  Fau l kn e r  

2 0 07 :  2 27 ) .  
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2 9 .  Ut t e r an ce  5 77  

 

A  t ex t  en t i t l ed  ‘Os i r i s  and  th e  k i ng  are  as soc i a t ed ’  wh i ch  

co ns i s t s  o f  a  l o n g  l i s t  o f  go ds  an d  go dd ess e s  wh o  a r e  ‘ con t en t ’  

an d  in c l ud es :  

 

“Con t en t  a r e  Se th  and  Ne i th .”  ( Al l en  2 0 05 :  1 83 ;  Fau lk n er  

2 0 07 :  2 32 ) .  

 

3 0 .  Ut t e r an ce  5 80  

 

T h e  d ead  k in g  i s  add r e s s ed  i n  a  t ex t  i n  w h i ch  t h e  de s c r ib ed  

s ac r i f i c i a l  ox  rep r es en t s  S e t h  ( Al l en  20 0 5 :  18 5 ;  Fau l kn e r  

2 0 07 :  2 34 - 23 5) .  

 

3 1 .  Ut t e r an ce  5 81  

 

A  t ex t  i n  wh ich  th e  k i n g  i s  i d en t i f i ed  w i t h  Os i r i s  an d  whi ch  

i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  s en t en ce :  

 

“Se th  i s  o f f e r ed  up ,  (p os s ib l y ap p e r t a in in g  to  an  ox  s ac r i f i c e  

o n ce  aga in? )   Osi r i s  i s  i n  t h e  r i gh t .”  (A l l en  20 05 :  18 5 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 36) .  

 

3 2 .  Ut t e r an ce  5 91  

 

A  t ex t  d ea l in g  wi t h  th e  k i n g  as su min g  t h e  s z mt - ap r on ,  wh i ch  

i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g :  

 

“Se th  has  adorned  h imse l f  w i th  h i s  szm t - ap ro n  wh i ch  has  

t ra ve l l ed  o ver  h i s  l a n d  co m pl e t e l y  “                                                

( Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  2 42 ) .  

 

3 3 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 00  

 

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  a  p r a ye r  f o r  t h e  k i n g  an d  h i s  p yr a m id ,  

w h ich  in c l ud es  t h e  f o l lo wi n g :  

 

“O you  Grea t  Ennead  wh ich  i s  on  On ,  (n a m e l y )  A tu m ,  Sh u ,  

T e f n e t ,  G eb ,  N u t ,  Os i r i s ,  I s i s ,  S e t h  and  Neph thy s .”                        

( A l l en  20 05 :  2 69 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 47) .  
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3 4 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 01  

 

S i mi l a r  t o  U t t e r an ce  60 0  bu t  t h i s  t im e  s t a t i n g  th a t  S e t h  i s  i n  

O m bos  (A l l en ’ s  v e r s io n )  o r  Nu be t  ( Fau lk n er ’ s  v e r s i on ) .   

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 99 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 48) .  

 

3 5 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 10  

 

A  v ar i an t  o f  U t t e r an ce  4 37  i n  wh i ch  th e  k in g  i s  r equ es t ed  t o :  

“ A wa ke  fo r  Ho ru s !  a n d  S tand  up  f or  S e t h !”                        

( Fau lk n er  2 00 7 :  2 53 ) .  

 

3 6 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 12  

 

T h e  k i n g  i s  s um mon ed  to  l i v e  aga in  an d  th e  t ex t  i n c l ud es  

r e f e r ence  t o  t h e  ‘ Mo u nds  o f  H o ru s  and  S e th ’ .                       

( A l l en  20 05 :  1 95 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 55) .  

 

3 7 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 65  

 

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  th e  d ead  k in g  be i n g  s umm on ed  t o  r i s e  

aga i n  and  whi ch  inc l ud es  r e f e r ence  t o  t h e  ‘ H o r i t e  and  S e t h i t e  

M ou nd s ’  and  a  p h ra s e  th a t  s t a t es :  

 

“Tho th  comes  to  you  w i th  t he  kn i f e  wh i ch  came  fo r t h  f rom  

Se th .”  ( Al l en  20 05 :  3 23  an d  32 8 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  27 5) .  

 

3 8 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 66 A  

 

A  ‘ r es u r r ec t i o n ’  t ex t  t h a t  aga i n  m en t io ns  t h e  kn i f e  t h a t  w en t  

f o r t h  f r om S e th  and  t h e  ‘S et h i t e  M oun ds ’ .  ( Al l en  20 05 :  3 2 3 ;  

Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 78) .  

 

3 9 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 67  

 

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  th e  k in g  go i n g  to  t h e  sk y w h i ch  r e fe r s  

t o  h im  as  “h i s  f a ce  be i ng  tha t  o f  t h e  Se t h -an imal”                       

( A l l en  20 05 :  3 24 ;  Fau lk n e r  20 07 :  2 80) .  

 

4 0 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 74  

 

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  th e  k in g  as su min g  r o ya l  s t a tu s  i n  t h e  

‘ Be yo n d ’  and  in c lud in g  a  re f e r en ce  to  “the  sharp  kn i f e  wh i ch  
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ca m e  fo r t h  f ro m S e t h .”   ( Al l en  20 05 :  1 2 2 ;  Fau l kn e r  20 07 :  

2 8 8) .  

 

4 1 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 81  

 

T h e  k i n g  as sum es  h i s  k i n gs h i p  in  t h e  ‘Be yo n d ’ ;  t h e  fo l low i n g  

s en t en ce  i s  i n c lu d ed :  

 

“The  K ing  i s  f o l lowed  by  t h e  Brewers ,  t h e  ch i e f s  o f  s ky  and  

ea r t h  com e  to  h im  b ow in g ,  e ven  t h e  tw o  Gu id e - s e rp en t s ,  t h e  

j a cka l s  an d  th e  ‘Sp i r i t s  o f  S e t h ’  w ho  ar e  a bo ve  a nd  b e l ow ,  

w ho  s m ea r  on  o i n tm en t ,  wh o  ar e  c la d  in  f i n e  l i n en ,  wh o  l i v e  o n  

o f f er ings .”  ( Al l en  2 0 05 :  2 89 ;  Fau lk n er  20 07 :  29 2) .  

 

4 2 .  Ut t e r an ce  6 90  

 

A  mis ce l l an y o f  s ho r t  u t t e r an ces ,  w h ich  i n c lu d es  r e f e r ence  to  

t h e  ‘S et h i t e  M ou nds ’  an d  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  S e th  h a s  sp r ead  o u t  h i s  

aw ni n gs  ( Al l en  20 05 :  29 4 ;  Fau l kn e r  20 0 7 :  29 8 -2 99 ) .  

 

4 3 .  Ut t e r an ce  7 18  

 

T h i s  i s  a  p a r t i a l  dup l i c a t i on  o f  U t t e r an ce  6 66 A  w hi ch  i nc l ud es  

r e f e r ence  t o  ‘Se th i t e  M ou nd s ’ .  ( Fau l kne r  20 07 :  30 9) .  

 

4 4 .  Ut t e r an ce  7 34  

T h i s  i s  a  ‘ re su r r ec t i on ’  t ex t  wh ich  in c l ud es  t h e  ph r as e  “ Se t h  

w ho  i s  i n  HnHnt”  ( Fau lk n er  20 07 :  3 14 ) .   
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1 6 .A PPE N DI X  2 .  T H E CO FFI N  TEX TS .  

1 6 .1  Th e  n ega t i v e  t ex ts  (7 2  in  nu mb er ,  6 .0%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

1 .  T ex t  9  

T h e  d eceas ed  i s  i n t r o du ced  t o  Th o t h  an d  th e  m em b er s  o f  t h e  

j ud gem en t  t r i b un a l .  

“Ha i l  t o  Tho th  and  h i s  T r i buna l .   Ha i l  t o  you ,  O  Tho th ,  i n  who  

i s  t h e  p ea ce  o f  t h e  g o ds ,  a nd  a l l  t h e  Tr ib un a l  wh o  ar e  w i t h  

yo u!   Co m ma nd  t ha t  t hey  s ha l l  com e  fo r t h  a t  t h e  a pp ro a ch  o f  

N  ( s t and i n g  fo r  O s i r i s  N  i . e .  t h e  ow n e r  o f  t h e  co f f in ) ,  t ha t  

t h ey  ma y  h ea r  a l l  t h a t  h e  h as  to  s a y  th a t  i s  go od  o n  t h i s  d a y ,  

because  t o  you  be longs  th i s  p l ume  wh i ch  aros e  in  God ’ s - l an d ,  

w h i ch  Os i r i s  b ro ugh t  t o  H or us ,  t ha t  he  mi gh t  s e t  i t  on  h i s  h ead  

a s  a  r ewa rd ,  b e i ng  v i nd i ca t ed  ag a in s t  h i s  f oe s ,  ma l e  a nd  

f ema l e .   I t  wa s  h e  w ho  t or e  o f f  t h e  t e s t i c l es  o f  S e th ;  h e  ne i t h er  

p e r i sh ed  n or  d i ed ,  f o r  yo u  ar e  th a t  s t ar  w h i ch  t he  Wes t  bo r e ,  

w h i ch  n e i th e r  p er i sh ed  no r  was  a nn ih i l a t ed ;  t h i s  N  sh a l l  

n e i th e r  p er i sh  n or  b e  a nn ih i la t ed ;  an d  n o  ev i l  i mp ed i m en t  

s ha l l  b e  im po s ed  ag a i ns t  N  –  s o  sa ys  A tu m .   A s  f o r  a n y t h i ng  

ev i l  w h i ch  t hey  may  sa y  o r  do  a ga i ns t  N  i n  t h e  p r es en ce  o f  

Geb ,  t h ey  ar e  aga in s t  t hem  and  th ey  w i l l  b e  aga ins t  t h em .“                                    

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  5 - 6 ) .  

2 .  T ex t  11  

T h e  d eceas ed  i s  v ind i ca t ed  an d  i n t r od uced  t o  t h e  go ds .  

“Wel come ,  we l come!   The  s t a t ue  i s  b rough t  t o  you ;  so  s ay  I .   

Wel co m e,  w e l com e!  Th e  gr ea t  s t a t u e  i s  b r ou gh t  t o  you .   

E n co m pa ss  N ,  d o  a l l  t ha t  h e  s ha l l  sa y ,  g i ve  h i m  p ra i s e ,  yo u  

g o ds .   Co m e,  yo u  go ds ,  t h a t  you  ma y  see  h i m,  h e  h a v in g  co m e  

f or t h  sa f e l y  an d  hav i ng  b een  v i nd i ca t ed  ag a in s t  h i s  f o es ;  h e  

h as  t a ken  p oss e s s i on  o f  t h e  c ro wn ,  he  h as  mo un t ed  th e  th r on es  

o f  G eb ,  h e  ha s  ta ken  an d  de s t ro yed  t he  o t h er  ( i . e .  S et h ) . ”   

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  7 ) .  

2 .  T ex t  1 2  

Fo l l ow in g  h i s  v in d ica t i on  t h e  decea sed  i s  u r ged  to  t r av e l  a s  R e  

d o es  s a f e  i n  t h e  k no w led ge  t ha t  t h e  god s  wi l l  a c t  on  h i s  

b eh a l f .  

“O N ,  go  f or th  g rea t  and  migh t y  e ven  a s  Re  wen t  f o r t h  grea t  

a n d  mi gh t y  o n  th e  ea s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s ky  ( i . e .  t h e  s id e  as so c i a t ed  
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w i t h  th e  l i v in g  a s  t h e  w es t  w as  a s so c i a t ed  wi t h  th e  d ead ) .   Th e  

g o ds  wh o  sp oke  o n  b eha l f  o f  H or us  a nd  ove r t hr ew  S e t h  f or  

h i m,  t h ey  s ha l l  sp ea k  o n  b eh a l f  o f  N  an d  o ver thr ow  h i s  f oe s  

f o r  h im .”           ( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  8 ) .  

4 .  T ex t  13  

Ti t l e :  To  b e  r ec i t ed :  T h e  sp e l l s  f o r  c aus in g  a  s p i r i t ’ s  t om b  to  

f l ou r i sh  in  t h e  nec ro p o l i s ;  t h e  sp e l l  f o r  op en i n g  th e  to mb  f o r  

t h e  do ub l e  o f  t h e  b l e s s ed  N.  

“Ho  N!   Go  fo r t h  f r om your  house ,  f rom  your  s ea t  and  f rom  

a n y  p l a ce  w h er e  you  ar e ,  a s  Ho ru s  was  v i nd i ca t ed  w h en  h e  

i nh er i t ed  t h e  in her i t an ce  a nd  h ad  a cqu i r ed  p ow er ;  go  f or th  

v i nd i ca t ed  f ro m th e  pr e s en ce  o f  t h i s  Tr i bu na l  o f  t h e  g od s  o f  

P e ,  D ep  a nd  O n ,  e ven  a s  H oru s  wen t  f o r t h  v i nd i ca t ed  ag a i ns t  

S e th  f r o m t h e  pr e sen ce  o f  t h i s  ‘Tr ib una l  o f  t h e  Lo rd  o f  

S u f f e r i ng ’”  ( p r es um ab l y O s i r i s  w ho  su f f e r ed  a t  t h e  h an ds  o f  

S e t h ) .   ( Fau lk n er  20 0 4 :  I ,  8 ) .  

5 .  T ex t  37  

A  l en g th y t ex t  w h ich  w as  m ean t  t o  be  r ec i t ed  o ve r  a  w ax  

i mage  o f  on e ’s  fo e  i n s c r i b ed  w i th  h i s  n am e an d  th en  t h e  im age  

t o  b e  t r od d en  u nd e r  f oo t .   I t  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :    

“ . .O  Os i r i s ,  s e e  t ha t  f o e  who  i s  among  men  and  who  i s  i n  t h e  

n ec ro po l i s  h as  co me  ha v in g  j o i n ed  w i th  Se th .   H e  h as  

d i s t ur b ed  yo ur  w ear in e ss ,  a nd  h e  h as  s a i d  th a t  you r  w oun ds  

are  h i dden ,  h e  ha s  s a i d :  ‘Sor e  be  th e  pa i ns  o f  your  s u f f er ing  

wh i ch  a r e  on  you . ’   May  your  s ou l  b e  s t r ong  aga in s t  h im ,  s ee  

t h e  o th e rs  w h o  ar e  r eb e l l i o us  a t  h ear t ,  t h a t  t h ey  m a y  sh ow  

f or t h  you r  po wer  an d  m a ke  r epo r t  o f  yo ur  ma j e s t y .   M a y  yo u  

b r ea k  a nd  o ver th row  yo ur  fo e s  an d  se t  t h en  un d er  you r  

sanda l s .”   ( Fau l kne r  20 04 :  I ,  2 8 ) .  

6 .  T ex t  50  

A  l en g th y t ex t  w h ich  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo w in g  pa ss ag e :     

“ . . S ee ,  S e t h  ha s  come  i n  h i s  own  shape  and  ha s  sa id :  I  w i l l  

cause  t he  god ’ s  body  t o  f ear ,  I  w i l l  i n f l i c t  i n ju ry  on  h im,  I  w i l l  

s l augh t er  h im .”   P re s um ab l y r e f e r r i n g  t o  w hen  Se th  m ut i l a t ed  

an d  mu r de r ed  Os i r i s .   ( Fau lk ne r  2 00 4 :  I ,  4 7 ) .  

7 .  T ex t  60  

A  l en g th y t ex t  w h ich  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo w in g  pa ss age :   
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“ . .The  i l l -d i s pos ed  a r e  war d ed  o f f  f o r  yo u ,  S e th  i s  a f r a id  w h en  

h e  s ee s  yo u ,  h e  d i sca rd s  h i s  s t r i f e - m ak i ng  o n  ear t h ,  f o r  t h e  

f ear  o f  h im  has  f a l l en  on  h i s  own  body .”                    

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  6 0 ) .  

8 .  T ex t  73  

A  t ex t  t h a t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o cca s i on  w h en  t h e  go dd ess es  Is i s  an d  

N ep h th ys  h e lp ed  t o  r e su r r ec t  Os i r i s ,  ho p i n g  t ha t  t h ey w i l l  a l s o  

d o  th e  s am e  f o r  t h e  d eceas ed .  

“The  d j ed - p i l l a r  o f  t h e  D a y -b ar k  i s  r e l eas ed  f or  i t s  l o r d  t h e  

d j ed -p i l l a r  o f  t h e  D a y -b ar k  i s  r e l eased  f or  i t s  p r o t ec to r .   I s i s  

co m es  a nd  N eph t h ys  co m es ,  on e  o f  t h em  f ro m  th e  w es t  and  on e  

o f  t h em f ro m  th e  eas t ,  o n e  o f  t h em as  a  k i t e  an d  on e  o f  t h em  as  

a  s c r eech er ,  t h ey  pr even t  you  f r o m ro t t i n g  i n  t h i s  you r  nam e  

o f  An ub i s ;  t h ey  pr even t  yo ur  p u t re fa c t i on  f ro m dr i pp in g  to  t h e  

g ro un d  in  t h i s  yo ur  n am e  o f  ‘Ja cka l  o f  U pp er  Eg yp t ’ ;  t h ey  

p r even t  t h e  s m el l  o f  co rp se  f ro m b e i ng  fo u l  i n  t h i s  yo ur  na m e  

o f  ‘Ho ru s  o f  Kh a t i ’ ;  t h ey  pr even t  ‘Ho ru s  o f  t he  ea s t ’  f r om 

p u t r e f y i ng ,  t h ey  preven t  ‘H or us  o f  t h e  N e th e rwo r l d ’  f ro m 

p u t r e f y i ng ;  t h ey  preven t  ‘H or us  Lo rd  o f  t h e  Two  La nd s ’  f r o m 

p u t r e f y i ng .   Y our  sp eech  i s  h ea rd  b y  G eb ,  t h e  im p ed im en t  i s  

r em oved  fo r  yo u  b y  A t u m,  yo u  ar e  v ind i ca t ed  b y  th e  E nnea d ;  

i nd eed  t h ey  w i l l  n o t  p e rm i t  S e t h  t o  b e  f r ee  o f  b ea r in g  you  a l o f t  

f o r ever ,  O  Os i r i s .”   ( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  68 ) .  

9 .  T ex t  74  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :   “Li ve ,  

O si r i s !   T h e  G rea t  I n e r t  O n e  s ta nd s  up  f ro m h i s  s id e .   I  a m  

I s i s ,  I  am  N eph t h ys ;  ra i s e  you rs e l f ,  O  m y  br o th e r ,  s o  t ha t  you r  

h ear t  ma y  l i v e  a nd  t ha t  Se th  m a y  no t  exu l t  o ver  yo u ,  e ven  h e  

w ho  i s  s ub j ec t  t o  t h i s  h i ndr an ce  o f  yo u  wh en  you  ar e  p la ced  o n  

h i s  b a ck  f or  h im  a nd  he  h as  r un  b en ea t h  you r  f e e t ,  wh en  h e  

s up po r t ed  yo u  on  h i s  sh ou l d er s ,  l i k e  wh a t  yo ur  fa th e r  G eb  d id  

f o r  you .”   ( Fau lk n er  20 04 :  I ,  6 9 ) .  

1 0 .  Tex t  1 13  

T hi s  t ex t  w as  d es i gn ed  to  p r ev en t  a  man ’ s  h ea r t  f rom  b ear i n g  

w i t n es s  aga in s t  h im  i n  t h e  r ea lm  o f  t h e  d ead .   

 “O Eye -breaker ! ’  s ays  Os i r i s .   He  has  s een  Se th ,  who  has  

b een  tu rn ed  b a ck  beh in d  t h e  Wr e t ch ed  O n e;  h e  w ag ed  w ar  

a g a in s t  t h e  D ou b l e  L io n  wh en  h i s  h ear t  sa t  d ow n ,  a nd  h e  w ep t  

o n  h i s  own  a ccou n t .   H i s  s t a f f  i s  i n  h i s  h an d;  co mp l e t e  Os i r i s ,  
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I  b eg  o f  yo u .   Th ere  i s  g i ven  t o  m e  <. . . >  a n d  t h er e  i s  a l lo t t ed  

t o  you  th e  < . . . >  i n  t h e  Br oa d  Ha l l .   Wo u l d  th a t  t h e  sa n d  h a d  

t a ken  th i s  h ea r t  o f  m i ne ,  an d  th a t  i t  m i gh t  as k  fo r  h e lp  f ro m  

A tu m  a nd  th a t  i t  m ig h t  co n t r o l  t h e  g ard ens  o f  S e th ,  f o r  t he  

maker  o f  h ea r t s  has  no t  g i ven  to  h im .”                      

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 0 7) .  

1 1 .  Tex t  1 18  

“I  have  come  as  t he  Doub l e  L ion  so  tha t  I  may  go  up  i n to  t h e  

N i g h t -b ar k  an d  th a t  I  mi gh t  g o  do wn  in to  t he  Da y -b ar k ,  t h a t  I  

m a y  ju dg e  i n  t h e  c rew  o f  R e  i n  t h es e  even in gs .  

S ee ,  you  h a ve  co m e ,  s p i r i t - l i k e  a nd  equ ip p ed .   B y  wh a t  pa th  

d id  yo u  go ?   B y  th e  gr ea t  p a th  w h i ch  th e  S o l e  O n e  i n her i t ed ,  

w h i ch  m en  d o  no t  kn ow ,  an d  up on  wh ich  t h e  go ds  n ever  go ,  b u t  

u p on  wh ich  th e  F orem o s t  O nes  wen t  t ha t  t h ey  mi gh t  a c t  a s  

g u i d es  o n  t h e  pa th s  t o  t he  Gr ea t  G od .  

S ee ,  you  h a ve  co m e ,  s p i r i t - l i k e  a nd  equ ip p ed .   B y  wh a t  pa th  

d id  yo u  go ?   B y  th e  gr ea t  p a th  w h i ch  th e  S o l e  O n e  i n her i t ed ,  

o n  wh ich  S e t h  co u ld  no t  g o  do wn  a f t er  t h e  f i gh t .  

S ee ,  you  h a ve  co m e ,  s p i r i t - l i k e  a nd  equ ip p ed .   B y  wh a t  pa th  

d id  yo u  go ?   B y  th a t  p a t h  up on  wh i ch  th e  ‘O pp on en t ’  w en t  t o  

t h e  w es t  an d  eas t ,  t o  t h e  s ec r e t  p l ace  o f  t h e  s ky” .            

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 1 0) .  

1 2 .  Tex t  1 31  

T h i s  t ex t  r e l a t es  t o  t h e  s ea l i n g  o f  a  d ec r ee  co n cer n i n g  t he  

f ami l y;  t h e  g iv in g  o f  a  m an ’s  f ami l y to  h im  in  t h e  r ea lm  o f  t he  

d ead .  

“Horus  Grea t  and  Migh t y ,  ‘L or d  o f  t he  F i e l d  o f  R us h es ’ .  

G eb ,  ch i e f es t  o f  t h e  g ods ,  ha s  d ecr eed  t ha t  t h er e  b e  g i ven  t o  

m e  m y  fa mi l y ,  m y  ch i l dr en ,  m y  br e th ren ,  m y  fa th e r ,  m y  mo th er  

a n d  a l l  m y  s er van t s  a nd  m y  d epend an t s ,  t h ey  be in g  sa ved  f r o m 

t h e  a c t s  o f  Se th  a nd  f ro m th e  n um b er in g  b y  ‘ I s i s  t h e  Gr ea t ’  

b e s i de  Os i r i s ,  ‘L ord  o f  t h e  Wes t ’ .   G eb ,  ch i e f e s t  o f  t he  go ds ,  

h as  s po ken  o f  cau s in g  th a t  t h e r e  be  r e l ea s ed  t o  m e  

i m m edi a t e l y  m y  f am i l y ,  m y  ch i l dr en ,  m y  br e t hr en ,  m y  fa th e r ,  

m y  mo th er ,  a l l  m y  s e r va n t s  a nd  a l l  m y  d ep end an t s ,  t h ey  be i ng  

s a ved  f r o m an y  g od  or  g od d es s ,  f r o m an y  s p i r i t s  ma le  o r  

f ema l e ,  o r  f ro m any  dead  man  or  woman .”                            

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 1 3- 4 ) .  



197 
 

1 3 .  Tex t  1 48  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss ages :    

“ . . .wha t  h e  sha l l  k i l l  i s  S e th  t h e  enemy  o f  h i s  f a ther  Os i r i s .”   

And  l a t er :  “The  Con t ender  ( i . e .  S e t h )  h as  n o t  a t t a in ed  my  f i r s t  

f l i g h t ,  m y  p l ace  i s  f a r  f r o m S e th ,  t h e  en em y  o f  my  f a t he r  

Osi r i s .”           ( Fau lk n er  20 04 :  I ,  1 25 - 6 ) .  

1 4 .  Tex t  1 57  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  i nc lu d es  th e  f o l l o win g  ex p lan a t i on  

w h y t h e  p i g  cam e  to  be  ab ho r r ed  b y t he  a n c i en t  E g yp t i an s :    

“And  R e sa i d :  “L oo k  a ga in  a t  yo nd er  b la ck  p i g” .   A nd  Ho ru s  

l oo ked  a t  t h i s  b l a ck  p i g ,  a nd  H or us  cr i ed  ou t  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  

co nd i t i on  o f  h i s  i n ju r ed  ‘E ye ’ ,  s a y in g :  “B eho l d .  M y  ‘Eye ’  i s  

l i k e  t ha t  f i r s t  w ou nd  w h i ch  S e th  in f l i c t ed  o n  m y  ‘Eye ’” ,  an d  

H o ru s  beca me  u n con s c i ou s  i n  h i s  pr esen ce .   A nd  R e  s a id ;  “P ut  

h i m on  h i s  b ed  u n t i l  h e  i s  w e l l” .   I t  s o  h ap pen ed  t ha t  S e th  ha d  

t ra ns f or m ed  h im s e l f  i n to  a  p ig  a nd  h ad  pro j ec t ed  a  wo und  i n t o  

h i s  E ye .   A nd  R e  s a i d ;  “T h e  p i g  i s  d e t e s ta b l e  t o  H or us” .”                                                                          

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 3 5) .  

1 5 .  Tex t  1 58  

T h i s  i s  a  t ex t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  m yt h i ca l  d es c r i p t i on  o f  Is i s  

cu t t i n g  o f f  H or us ’ s  h an ds  an d  t h e  f a sh i on in g  o f  n ew  o nes  f o r  

h im .   I t  con t a ins  t he  f o l l o wi n g  p as sage :   

“They  ar e  w i t h  me” ,  you  sha l l  s ay ,  and  th ey  w i l l  end  up  w i t h  

you  un t i l  S e t h  knows  t ha t  t h ey  ar e  w i t h  you  and  comp la in s .”        

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  3 7 ) .  

1 6 .  Tex t  2 27  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  S e th  b ecomi n g  th e  co un te r p ar t  o f  

O s i r i s ,  i t  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :   

”  . .My  son  Horus  and  h i s  mo ther  I s i s  have  pro t ec t ed  me  f r om 

t ha t  f o e  ( i . e .  S e t h )  h e  w ho  wo u l d  ha rm m e;  t h ey  h ave  p u t  co rd s  

o n  h i s  ar ms  a nd  f e t t e r s  o n  h i s  t h ig hs  beca us e  o f  w ha t  h e  h as  

done  t o  me .”      ( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 79 ) .  

1 7 .  Tex t  3 03  

A  t ex t  t h a t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  d i s m emb erm en t  o f  Os i r i s  b y S e th  an d  

t h e  su bs eq u en t  r even ge  th a t  w as  t ak en  b y H o r us  up on  h im .  
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“O Fa l con ,  come  to  Dj ed u  an d  go  a l l  o ve r  m y  m ans io n  –  s o  

s a ys  O s i r i s  –  t ha t  yo u  m a y  see  i t ,  t h i s  n ew  s ta t e  w h i ch  I  ha ve  

a t t a in ed .   M y  pa t ern a l  b ro th er  (S e th )  h as  t a ken  a c t i on ;  he  ha s  

s t r u ck  m e ,  a nd  n one  can  s p ea k  to  me ,  n o ne  o f  m y  m emb ers  ca n  

co m e  to  me .  

O  m y  fa t h er  O s i r i s ,  h er e  a m I ;  I  h a ve  co m e  to  yo u ,  f o r  I  h a ve  

s mi t t en  S e th  f o r  you ,  I  h a ve  s la in  h i s  co n f edera cy ,  I  ha ve  

s mi t t en  t h em  w ho  sm o te  yo u ,  I  ha ve  cu t  d ow n  t h em  w ho  cu t  you  

d ow n .   I  a m on e  who  ove r co m es  w i t h  s t r en g th ,  t h e  h e i r  o f  

e ve r y t h i ng ;  I  m ys e l f  h a ve  gu ar ded  m y  b o dy ,  I  h a ve  f e l l ed  m y  

f o es ,  an d  I  ha ve  crea t ed  i t ,  t h i s  n ew  s t a t e  i n  wh i ch  I  a m .  

H er e  a m I ;  I  h ave  co m e ,  ha v i ng  s een  my  fa t h er ;  a l lo t m en t  h as  

b een  m ad e  to  m e ,  an d  I  h a ve  go n e  ou t  f ro m h i m,  I  ha ve  

g u ard ed  h i m f r om  th os e  w ho  wo u l d  r ob  h i m,  a nd  m y  n ame  ha s  

co m e  in to  b e i ng  b eca us e  m y  p ow er  o f  p ro t ec t i on  h as  g one  

for t h .”                                ( Fau lk n er  20 04 :  I ,  2 22 - 22 3 ) .  

1 8 .  Tex t  3 10  

A  t ex t  t h a t  i n c l ud es  t h e  ph r as e   

“ . . .when  he  j udged  be tween  Horus  and  Se t h . . .”                      

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  2 2 8) .  

1 9 .  Tex t  3 12  

A  t ex t  fo r  t r ans f o rm in g  t h e  d ecea s ed  i n t o  a  d i v i ne  f a l con ,  

w h ich  con ta in s  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  p a ss ages :  

“I  say :  How migh t y  i s  Horus !  I  cause  th em  to  know  tha t  t h e  

t e r r or  o f  h im  i s  g r ea t  an d  th a t  h i s  ho rn  i s  sh ar p  ag a in s t  

Se th ;”  

“ . . .may  I  t e l l  t he  a f f a i r s  o f  h i s  son  whom he  lo ve s ,  wh i l e  t h e  

h ear t  o f  Se th  i s  cu t  ou t .”  

“Let  your  hear t  j ub i la t e ,  f o r  you  t r i umph  over  Se t h ,  and  your  

s on  Horus  has  been  p l aced  on  your  t hrone .  “                                

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  2 3 1- 2 ) .  

2 0 .  Tex t  3 15  

O s i r i s  w e l com es  t he  d ecea s ed  t o  t h e  Ne t h er w or ld .  

“The  sound  o f  r e jo i c i ng  i s  i n  t h e  r ea lm  o f  t h e  d ead ,  an d  t ho s e  

w ho  a r e  i n  t h e  N e th e rw or l d  ha ve  co me  in  p eace  –  s o  sa y  th ey  
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t o  N .   T ho se  w ho  ar e  i n  t h e i r  t o mbs  ar e  g la d  b ecau s e  o f  N ,  f o r  

yo u  ar e  t he  g r ea t  go d  wh o  i s  i n  t he  s ky  a mo ng  th e  g od s .   C om e  

d ow n  to  m e ,  O  N ,  f o r  t h e  d oo rs  o f  t he  p a t hs  o f  t h e  N e th erw or l d  

a r e  op en ed  fo r  you;  I  h a ve  p u t  f ea r  o f  you  i n  Dj edu  a nd  yo ur  

o b l a t i on s  in  M em ph i s ,  I  w i l l  r epa s t  yo ur  f e s t i va l s  i n  Abyd os .   I  

h a ve  f e l l ed  yo ur  f oe s  f o r  you ,  I  h a ve  dr i ven  o f f  f o r  yo u  t ho s e  

w ho  r ebe l l ed  a ga ins t  you ,  I  ha ve  wa rded  o f f  S e t h  f o r  yo u ,  I  

h a ve  sp a t  o n  h i s  con f ed er a cy  for  yo u ,  I  ha ve  g i ven  you  

v i nd i ca t i on  i n  t h e  ‘Tw o Co nc la ves ’ ,  I  h a ve  s e t  a  f a i r  

r em emb ra nce  o f  you  i n  t h e  ‘C as t l e  o f  t h e  Gr ea t  O n es ’  who  ar e  

i n  t h e  ‘Gr ea t  S hr i ne ’ ,  I  ha ve  s e t  t h e  l ove  o f  you  i n  t h e  

N e t h erw or ld  a mo ng  th e  s p i r i t s ,  j u s t  a s  R e  co mm an d ed  m e  t o  do  

i t  f o r  you .”   ( Fau lkn e r  2 00 4 :  I ,  23 7 ) .  

2 1 .  Tex t  3 16  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :   

“ . . .  and  Se th  has  f a l l en  because  o f  me ,  I  have  made  h i s  

co n f edera cy  s l i p  b eca us e  o f  t ha t  on  a cco un t  o f  wh i ch  h e  

w an d er ed .   I  ha ve  s t oo d  on  h i s  b on ds ,  t h e  mo n t h l y  f e s t i va l  wa s  

f a sh i oned  f or  me .”     ( Fau l kn e r  20 04 :  I ,  2 3 9 ) .  

2 2 .  Tex t  3 35  

A n  ex t r em e l y l en g th y t ex t  wh i ch  in c l ud es  th e  f o l l o win g  

p a ss ages :  

“I  r es t or ed  th e  ‘E ye ’  a f t e r  i t  ha d  b een  in ju red  on  t ha t  day  

w h en  th e  R i va l s  f ou g h t .   Wh a t  i s  t h e  f i gh t in g  o f  t h e  R i va l s ?   I t  

m ea ns  th e  d a y  i n  wh i ch  H or us  f ou gh t  w i th  S e t h  wh en  Se th  

i n f l i c t ed  a  wo un d  on  t h e  f a ce  o f  H or us  a nd  wh en  Ho ru s  

ca rr i ed  o f f  t h e  t e s t i c l e s  o f  S e t h .”  

“As  fo r  t ha t  god  who  ta ke s  s ou l s ,  who  laps  up  corrup t i on  and  

l i v e s  on  pu t re fac t ion ,  h e  i s  S e t h .”                                                

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  2 6 3- 5 ) .  

2 3 .  Tex t  3 49  

A  tex t  fo r  p r ev en t in g  a  m an’ s  mag i c  be i n g  t ak en  f ro m h im  i n  

t h e  r e a l m  o f  t h e  d ead .  

“Your  son  Horus  ha s  ac t ed  on  your  beha l f  and  t h e  ‘Gr ea t  

O n es ’  t r em bl e  wh en  t h ey  see  t he  kn i ve s  w h i ch  a r e  i n  your  

h a nds  w h en  you  a scen d  f r om  t he  N e t he r wor ld .   H a i l  t o  yo u ,  O  

‘Wi s e  O n e ’ !   G eb  ha s  c r ea t ed  you ,  t h e  ‘En n ea d ’  ha s  bor ne  
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yo u .   H or us  i s  p l eas ed  w i t h  h i s  f a th e r ,  A t u m i s  p l eas ed  w i t h  

h i s  year s ,  t h e  go ds  o f  Wes t  an d  Ea s t  a r e  p l eas ed  w i t h  t h e  

G r ea t  O ne  w ho  ca me  in t o  b e i ng  in  t h e  a r ms  o f  ‘H er  w ho  bo r e  

t h e  go d ’ .  

O  N!  O  N!  S ee  an d  b eho ld !  O  N!  H ea r  a n d  be  yo nd er !  O  N  

r a i s e  yo ur s e l f  o n  yo ur  s id e ,  an d  do  my  co mm an d .   O  you  wh o  

h a t e  s l e ep  bu t  w ho  w ere  ma d e  l im p ,  a r i s e ,  O  yo u  w ho  w ere  in  

N edi t !  Y ou r  go od  br ead  i s  p r ep ar ed  i n  P e ,  t a ke  you r  po wer  i n  

O n ,  f o r  i t  i s  Ho ru s  w ho  co m ma nd ed  t ha t  m en  s ho u l d  h e lp  h i s  

f a t he r .   As  f o r  t h e  ‘Lo rd  o f  S to r m ’ ,  t he  s l ave r i ng  o f  S e th  i s  

f o r b i dd en  t o  h i m.   H e  ra i s es  you ,  an d  i t  i s  h e  w ho  w i l l  ra i s e  

up  A tum.”                                                               

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  2 8 2- 3 ) .  

2 4 .  Tex t  3 56  

A  t ex t  t h a t  r eq u es t s  p o w er  o v e r  w a t e r .  

“The  Grea t  One  i s  o p en ed  to  O s i r i s ,  t h e  d oo rs  o f  t h e  

f i r ma m en t  ar e  th row n  op en  t o  Th o th  an d  to  t he  N i l e - go d ,  

‘Lo rd  o f  t h e  H or i zon ’  i n  t h i s  h i s  n a me  o f  P ns .   Ma y  you  g ra n t  

t ha t  I  ha ve  p ow er  ove r  wa t er  as  o ve r  a  l i mb  o f  Se th  t he  

r ebe l l i ous .”   ( Fau lk n e r  20 04 :  I I ,  1 ) .  

2 5 .  Tex t  3 58  

A  t ex t  t h a t  t wi ce  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo win g  p as s age :  

“May  you  gran t  t ha t  N  have  power  over  t h e  wa t er  t oday  as  

o ver  t h e  fo od  o f  S e t h  th e  r eb e l l i ous  on  t ha t  da y  o f  t he  s to r m 

o ver  t h e  ‘T wo  La nds ’ .”  ( Fau lk n e r  20 04 :  I I ,  2 ) .  

2 6 .T ex t  3 59  

A  t ex t  t h a t  l i k ens  th e  d eceas ed  to  t h e  h e i r  o f  Os i r i s  and  th e  

p o w er  t h e  h e i r  ha s  o v e r  S e th .  

“I  am t ha t  oa r  o f  Re  w i t h  wh i ch  he  r ows  h i s  o ld  ones ,  and  I  

wi l l  n o t  b e  d es t ro yed  n or  s cor ch ed .   I  a m Babi ,  t h e  e l d es t  s on  

o f  Os i r i s ,  w ho  as s em b led  ever y  g od  w i t h i n  t h e  c i r cu i t  o f  h i s  

e ye  i n  O n ;  I  a m t h e  h e i r  o f  O s i r i s ,  t h e  d e sp o i l e r  o f  t h e  ‘Gr ea t  

O n e ’  wh o  h i ms e l f  g r ew  w ear y ;  I  h ave  d e sp o i l ed  th e  ‘Gr ea t  

O n e ’  wh o  h i ms e l f  g r ew  w ear y ;  I  h ave  p ow er  t hr ou gh  h im ,  a n d  

I  ha ve  ta ken  awa y  th e  p ow er  o f  t h e  o t he r  o n e  ( i . e .  S e t h )  f r o m 

h im.”   ( Fau lk n er  20 0 4 :  I I ,  3 ) .  
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2 7 .  Tex t  3 76  

“The  b l ea r ed  eye s  o f  t h e  ‘Gr ea t  O n e ’  f a l l  o n  you  a nd  M aa t  

wi l l  e xamine  you  f or  j udgemen t .”  

T h e  ex p r es s i on  ‘b l ea r ed  e yes ’  m ay w e l l  be  an  a l l u s io n  t o  t h e  

d am age  do n e  b y S e t h  to  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho r us ’ .                                         

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 1 ) .  

2 8 .  Tex t  3 97  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  t h r ee  p as s ages :  

“O Fer r yman ,  br ing  m e  t h i s ;  b r i ng  H or us  t o  m e  for  h i s  ‘E ye ’ ,  

b r i ng  S e t h  to  m e  f or  h i s  t e s t i c l es .   Th er e  l ea ps  u p  th e  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’  w h i ch  f e l l  i n  t h e  eas t e rn  s i d e  o f  t h e  s ky  so  th a t  i t  m a y  

pro t ec t  i t s e l f  f rom  Se th .”  

“Her  f i n i a l s  a r e  t he  tu f t  wh i ch  i s  on  th e  t a i l  o f  Se th ;”  

“I t  i s  t h e  c l o t h  wh ich  i s sued  f r om  t he  s wt yw ,  wh i ch  H or us  a nd  

t h e  O mbi t e  ( i . e .  S e t h )  k i s s ed  on  New Year ’ s  Day .”                           

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 4 - 5 ) .  

2 9 .  Tex t  3 98  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  t wo  p a ss ages :  

“O Fer r yman ,  br ing  Horus  t o  me  fo r  h i s  ‘E ye ’ ,  b r in g  S e th  t o  

m e  f or  h i s  t e s t i c l es ;  b r in g  m e  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’  wh i ch  f l ed  

and  f e l l  i n  h i s  ga rden  and  wh i ch  was  re s cued  f r om Se th .”  

“Her  bu lwarks  a r e  Horus  wres t l i ng  w i t h  Se th  on  th e  p l a in s  o f  

N edi t .”      ( Fau l kne r  20 04 :  I I ,  3 3 - 4 ) .  

3 0 .  Tex t  4 05  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  t wo  p a ss ages :  

“I t  has  been  made  f rom the  s k i n  o f  t h e  Mn evi s - bu l l  an d  f ro m  

t h e  s in ew s  o f  t h e  ‘O m bi t e ’ .”  

“I  am t he  < . . .>  wh i ch  f i gh t s  s tubborn l y  and  f e l l s  t h e  

con f ederacy  o f  S e th .”                                                                                 

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  5 4 - 6 ) .  
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3 1 .  Tex t  4 24  

A  t ex t  fo r  d r iv in g  aw a y c r o co d i l e s  wh ich  i n c lu d es  th e  

f o l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“I  am Se th ,  and  I  have  t r odden  down  her  who  was  pr egnan t  b y  

y o u ,  O  Os i r i s  (p r e su m ab l y m ean i n g  Is i s ) .”                                         

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  7 0 ) .  

3 2 .  Tex t  4 41  

A  tex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  p ro t ec t i n g  a  m an ’ s  so u l  f r om mo ns t e r s  

w h o wo ul d  t ak e  i t  aw a y f r o m h im ,  w h i ch  con t a ins  t h e  

f o l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“I  have  smi t t en  Se th  and  I  have  f e t t e red  h im  on  th e  bank  o f  

t ho s e  who  a r e  cons t r i c t ed .”                                                            

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  7 8 ) .  

3 3 .  Tex t  4 44  

T h e  d eceas ed  i s  l i ken ed  to  t h e  ‘ Lo r d  o f  E t e rn i t y’ .  

“I  am a  g lad -h ear t ed  s p i r i t ,  I  ha ve  swa l l ow ed  th e  k n y -

g ar m en t ,  I  ha ve  d em o l i s h ed  m y  p or t a l ,  I  ha ve  s mi t t en  S e th  on  

t h e  ba n k  o f  t h e  i b i s - g od s .   I  w i l l  no t  g i ve  aw a y  m y  po wer ,  I  

w i l l  n o t  g i ve  aw a y  m y  ma g i c  t o  t ho se  tw o  mr wt ,  t h e  

co m pa n io ns  o f  R e;   Th ey  ha ve  fo u nd  me  equ ip ped  w i t h  m y  

m a g i c  i n  f r on t  o f  t he  gr ea t  o nes ,  I  ha ve  ta ken  t h e  pa no p l y  o f  

t h e  ‘L or d  o f  E t e rn i t y ’ .   I  a m  Nu ,  I  wa s  in e r t  wh en  t h e  ‘Two  

L an ds ’  wer e  com ple t e ,  (b u t )  I  wa s  no t  gr ip p ed  a nd  m y  ma g i c  

w as  n o t  a t ta cked ;  I  wa s  no t  g r i pp ed  an d  m y  fo o t  wa s  no t  

r ep e l l ed ,  a nd  th os e  two  m r wt ,  t h e  comp a n io ns  o f  R e ,  d i d  n o t  

co n t ro l  m e .   I  pa ssed  u po n  th e  wa y ,  I  co n t ro l l ed  m y  a pp ea r i ng ,  

a n d  pra i s e  wa s  g i ven  t o  m e  in  f r on t  o f  K h em  b y  t h e  ‘G r ea t  

o n es  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Gen era t io n ’ .   T h e  f ea r  o f  m e  i n  i n  t h e  bo d i e s  

o f  t h e  m rw t ,  a nd  I  a m  t he  ‘Lo rd  o f  E t er n i t y ’ .”            

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  8 1 ) .  

3 4 .  Tex t  4 45  

A  b ad l y d am aged  va r i an t  o f  t ex t  44 4  w h ich  aga in  co n t a in s  t h e  

l i n e :   “I  have  smi t t en  Se th  on  t ha t  bank  o f  ( d am aged ) .”                   

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  8 1 ) .  
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3 5 .  Tex t  4 46  

A  tex t  f r om  a  wo man ’ s  co f f i n  w h i ch  co n t a i ns  i n  i t s  mi ds t  t h e  

f o l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“ . . . s he  has  smi t t en  Se th  upon  t h e  bank  o f  ‘ I - ha ve - f ou nd -h i m -

o n - i t ’ .”  ( Fau lk n e r  2 0 04 :  I I ,  8 2 ) .  

3 6 .  Tex t  5 31  

A  t ex t  t h a t  con t a ins  t h e  fo l lo w in g  pa ss age :  

“May  you  make  h im  to  be  a  sp i r i t ,  may  you  subdue  h i s  f o e s  f o r  

h i m,  m a y  you  g u id e  h i m  to  t he  f a i r  p lace s  o f  t h e  rea l m  o f  t h e  

d ead ,  m a y  yo u  s mi t e  t h e  ‘con fed er a cy  o f  S e th ’  f o r  h im .”                          

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 54 ) .  

3 7 .  Tex t  5 32  

A  sp e l l  fo r  g iv i n g  a  m an ’s  h ead  t o  h im  i n  t h e  r ea lm  o f  t h e  

d ead :  

“My head  i s  kn i t  on  f or  me  by  Shu ,  my  neck  i s  made  f i rm fo r  

m e  b y  T e f en e t  on  t ha t  da y  wh en  th e  h ea ds  o f  t h e  go ds  w ere  

kn i t  on  t o  t h em.   My  eyes  h a ve  b een  g i ven  t o  m e  t ha t  I  m ay  s ee  

w i th  t hem ,  I  h ave  rece i ved  m y  s p i na l  co rd  t hr ou gh  P ta h - So kar ,  

m y  mo th er  h as  g i ven  m e  h er  h i dd en  pow er ,  m y  s on  h as  

ex t en d ed  h i s  ar m s  o ve r  m e ,  i n  or der  t o  pu t  a n  end  t o  t h e  i n j ur y  

w h i ch  S e th  d i d  in  t h e  s ec re t  t h i ng  h e  d id  a ga in s t  m e  in  t h i s  m y  

name o f  N .”                               ( Fau l kn e r  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 5 5) .  

3 8 .  Tex t  5 68  

T h e  d eceas ed  h a s  po w er  ov e r  S e th .  

“Stand  up ,  O  Power ,  and  mee t  Geb ,  f o r  your  f ace s  ar e  sp i r i t s ,  

and  t h e  power  o f  Se t h  i s  b rough t  t o  naugh t .”                              

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 71 ) .  

3 9 .  Tex t  5 87  

T h e  d eceas ed  a f f i rm s  t h a t  h e  w i l l  n o t  d o  abh o r ren t  t h in gs .  

“I  am t he  ‘Bu l l  o f  O f f e r in gs ’ ,  po ss es so r  o f  f i v e  l o a ves  i n  t h e  

t emp l e ;  t h r ee  lo a ves  a r e  in  t h e  s ky  and  tw o  lo a ves  ar e  o n  

ea r t h .   I  ba th e  in  t h e  p oo l s  o f  t h e  ‘N et h erw or ld ’ .  I  a s cend  t o  

t h e  p la ce  o f  Sh u  be l on g i ng  to  t h e  s ky .   Wh a t  S e th  d e t e s t s  i s  t h e  

‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  and  I  w i l l  n o t  ea t  f a ece s ;  wh a t  I  d e t e s t  i s  

u r i n e ,  a nd  I  w i l l  n eve r  d r in k  i t ,  j u s t  a s  S e t h  d e t es t ed  th e  ‘E ye  
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o f  H oru s ’  a f t e r  t h e  j ud g em en t  i n  t h e  grea t  ‘Pr i n ce - m an s ion  

w h i ch  i s  i n  O n ’ .   I f  o ne  g i ve s  h i m to  yo u ,  f i g h t i ng  w i l l  no t  b e  

s to pp ed ,  u pr oar  w i l l  no t  b e  s up pr es s ed ,  t h e  m o t t l ed  ca t t l e  w i l l  

n o t  mo ve  ab ou t  f o r  t h em s e l ves .   S e t h  w i l l  swa l l ow  th e  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’  f o r  h i m se l f  a f t e r  t h e  j ud g em en t  i n  t he  g r ea t  ‘P r i n ce -

m a ns i on  w h i ch  i s  i n  On ’ ,  an d  i f  you  g i ve  th i s  t o  me ,  t h e re  w i l l  

be  no  coming  in t o  be ing  or  ex i s t i ng .”                                                                            

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 90 ) .  

4 0 .  Tex t  5 95  

“I  have  s e t  a  l imi t  t o  t h e  ‘con f ed er a cy  o f  S e t h ’ ,  I  ha ve  

e f f e c t ed  th e i r  s l au gh t er i ng ,  I  h a ve  pu t  t h em  i n  t h e  p l a ce  o f  

e xecu t io n  so u th  o f  S epa  a nd  n or th  o f  H n n . ”                                                       

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  9 2 ) .  

4 1 .  Tex t  6 07  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“Thi s  i s  t h e  ‘Gr ea t  O n e ’  w ho  w en t  f o r t h  f r om  t he  ea r t h ,  w ho  

w as  lo os ed  f ro m  the  Ab yss ,  w ho  w en t  f o r t h  f r om  N ut ;  t h e  

‘G r ea t  Pow er ’ ,  b orn  o f  G eb ,  wh o  rep e l l ed  S e t h  i n  h i s  ra ge  an d  

who  was  s e t  o ver  t h e  f o r e i gn  l ands ,  when  th ey  depar t ed .”                                      

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I , 1  95 ) .  

4 2 .  Tex t  6 46  

A  t ex t  fo r  t h e  s t a f f  w h i ch  o p en s  ( un fo r t un a t e l y t h e  o b j ec t  h as  

b een  lo s t ) ,  w h i ch  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo win g  p as s age :    

“Stand  up ,  s tand  up  beh i nd  Os i r i s ,  s t and  up ,  O  s ta f f ,  beh ind  

O si r i s  t ha t  h e  ma y  s mi t e  t h e  con t en t i ou s  on es ,  t he  

‘ co n f ed era cy  o f  S e th ’ .”  ( Fau l kn e r  20 04 :  I I ,  2 2 1 ) .  

4 3 .  Tex t  6 66  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“ . .N  w i l l  no t  g i ve  h i s  powers  t o  t h e  mes s engers  o f  S e th  who  

l i v e  b y  t he i r  t h e f t s .”                                                                       

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 38 ) .  

4 4 .  Tex t  6 81  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t h e  f o l l o win g  p as s ages :  

“O my  so n ,  t h ey  w i l l  s a ve  you  f r o m t he  s t ro ke  o f  S e t h  in  t h e  

grea t  s to rm .”  
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“May  you  d i sp l ay  your  nob l e  rank ,  may  he  e s tab l i sh  your  

p er ma nen ce .  Ma y  yo u  b e  sa ved  f ro m  th e  s t r oke  o f  Se th  a t  t h e  

shr ine .”  

“O Tho th ,  son  o f  t he  Harpooner ,  b ro t he r  o f  Horus  and  Se th ,  

w ho  are  on  your  throne ,  s i l ence  Se th .”                                               

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 46 ) .  

4 5 .  Tex t  6 93  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t h e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“May  you  make  f as t  f o r  you rs e l f  t h e  bonds  o f  S e t h  and  h i s  

s i s t e r s ,  ma y  t he  ‘Do u b l e  C ro wn ’  have  power  ove r  h im.”                       

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 58 ) .  

4 6 .  Tex t  7 75  

A  t ex t  t h a t  op ens  wi th  th e  fo l lo wi n g  pa s s ages :  

“The  f e r r y -b oa t  i s  f e r r i ed  a cr oss . . . r un ,  O  you  wh o  ar e  in  t h e  

‘ s u i t e  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  run ,  O  yo u  w ho  a r e  in  t h e  ‘ s u i t e  o f  S e th ’ .   H e  

ca nn o t  r each  h i m,  t h o ug h  he  h as  r un  be f or e  R e  to  t he  g r ea t  

c i t y ,  h e  ha s  f ou nd  a  f e r r y -b oa t  i n  yond er  s i de ,  ha v in g  b een  

b o a t l es s .  

H o ru s :  He  i s  an gr y  w i t h  m e  an d  h e  a t ta ck s  m e  –  so  s a ys  H o ru s  

t h e  bo a t l e s s .   I  w i sh  t ha t  t ha t  mo th er  o f  mi n e  w ou ld  s p eak  to  

m e ,  b eca us e  I  am  ve r y  m u ch  a f r a id ;  I  a m  s t ra nd ed  on  yo nd er  

s id e  b eca us e  th e  ‘Ou t ca s t ’  ( i . e .  S e th )  i s  angry  w i t h  me .”                               

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  3 03 ) .  

4 7 .  Tex t  7 90  

T h e  d eceas ed  c l a i ms  t h a t  h e  h as  com e  t o  p ro t ec t  Os i r i s  f ro m 

S e t h .  

“Words  spoken  by  N :  See ,  I  have  come  tha t  I  may  open  up  t h e  

N et h erw or ld  a nd  tha t  I  m a y  s ee  m y  f a th e r  Os i r i s  wh o  ha s  

f l ow n  up .   I  am  a  so n  b e l o ved  o f  my  f a t h er ;  I  h a ve  co m e  so  

t ha t  I  m a y  pro t ec t  O s i r i s  f ro m S e t h .   I  o pen  a l l  t h e  pa t hs  

w h i ch  a r e  i n  t h e  s ky ,  I  op en  a l l  t h e  p a t hs  wh i ch  a re  o n  ear th ,  I  

o p en  a l l  t h e  p a th s  w h i ch  a r e  i n  t h e  N e t h erw or ld ,  an d  I  have  

en t er ed  i n to  t h e  hor i z on ,  f o r  I  know  my  wa y  a nd  I  a m  o ne  wh o  

equ ips  h i s  sp i r i t s . ”                                                 

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  1 ) .  
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4 8 .  Tex t  8 37  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t h e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“Remember ,  S e t h ,  and  pu t  i n  your  hear t  t h i s  word  wh i ch  Geb  

s po ke  a ga ins t  you ,  t h i s  t h r ea t  wh i ch  th e  g od s  m ad e  ag a in s t  

yo u  in  t h e  ‘M a ns i on  o f  t h e  Pr in ce  wh ich  i s  i n  O n ’  w h en  yo u  

f e l l ed  O s i r i s  t o  ea r t h  in  N edi t ,  when  you  sa id ,  S e th ,  ‘ I  d id  no t  

do  th i s ’ ,  s o  t ha t  you  migh t  have  power  over  h im ,  t ha t  you  

m i gh t  b e  s a ved  an d  th a t  you  mi gh t  h a ve  po wer  o ver  H or us ;  

when  you  sa i d ,  S e th ,  ‘ I t  was  he  who  a t ta cked  me ’ ,  when  th e r e  

ca m e  i n to  be i ng  h i s  name  o f  ‘Ear th -a t tacke r ’ ;  when  you  sa id ,  

S e th ,  ‘ I t  was  he  who  k i cked  me ’ ,  when  th e re  came  in to  be i ng  

h i s  name  o f  ‘Os i r i s  a s  Or i on ,  l ong  o f  l eg  and  l eng thy  o f  s t r id e ,  

who  p r es i des  o ver  Upper  Egyp t . ’   

R i s e  u p ,  O s i r i s ,  on  yo ur  s id e  in  G eh es ty ;  I s i s  ha s  your  arm  

a n d  N eph t h ys  h as  yo ur  h an d ,  s o  go  b e tw een  t h em .   S ky  a nd  

ea r t h  ar e  g i ven  t o  yo u ,  t h e  ‘F i e ld  o f  R u sh es ’  i s  g i ven  to  you ;  

g o  a l l  ove r  t h e  ‘M ou n ds  o f  H or us ’ ,  t rave l  a bo u t  t h e  ‘M oun ds  

o f  S e th ’  i n  t h e  pr esen ce  o f  t h e  t wo  g ods ,  t h e  tw o  l or ds  wh o  

g i ve  j udgemen t .”  ( i . e .  t r av e l  t h e  w ho l e  l en g th  an d  b r ead t h  o f  

t h e  cou n t r y)                             ( Fau lkn e r  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  3 - 4 ) .  

4 9 .  Tex t  8 38  

A  t ex t  t h a t  con t a ins  t h e  fo l lo w in g  pa ss age :  

“May  you  s tand  up  a t  t h e  head  o f  t h e  ‘C on cl a ve  o f  U pp er  

E g yp t ’  a s  H o r us ,  f o r  t h e  N in e  G od s  com e  t o  you  b owi ng  as  t o  

M i n  w ho  i s  i n  h i s  ho us e  a nd  S e th  o f  Hn t .   S mi t e  h i m  in  h i s  

name o f  ‘Bu l l  o f  t he  Sky’ ,  k i ck  h im  i n  your  name  o f  Or ion ,  f o r  

H o ru s  w i l l  ca p tu r e  S e th  in  o rd er  t o  ra i s e  u p  you r  corp s e  

bear ing  t h i s  s ta f f . ”                                                  

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  26 ) .  

5 0 .  Tex t  8 39  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“I  have  come ,  O  my  fa t her  Os i r i s ,  f o r  I  am  your  son ,  I  am  

H o ru s ,  I  h a ve  com e  th a t  I  ma y  br in g  to  yo u  th i s  f o e  o f  you rs  

( i . e .  Se th )  a nd  th e  ‘E nn ead s ’  ha ve  pu t  h i m  b en ea t h  you  fo r  you  

< . . . >  a  l on g -h or n  < . . . >  i n  t h i s  h i s  n am e  o f  < . . . > ;  A t um  h as  

< . . . >  h im  f or  yo u  as  o n e  wh o  i s  e v i l .   H e  w i l l  b e  b ou nd ,  t h e  

s un - f o l k  b e i ng  w i th  h im ,  i n  t h i s  h i s  name  o f  ‘ Sacr i f i c ia l  Bu l l ’ .   

I  b r in g  h i m t o  you  a s  a  bu l l  w i t h  a  duc t  i n  i t s  n eck .   Ea t  i t ,  
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t a s t e  i t s  h ea d  a t  a l l  yo ur  m ea l s  b e lo ng in g  to  you ,  f o r  you r  

h e r i t ag e  b e l on gs  t o  m e ;  I  a m you r  h e i r  u po n  yo ur  

t hr on e . . . . ma y  yo ur  b o nds  b e  cu t  a s  H or us  w ho  i s  i n  h i s  ho us e  

a n d  yo ur  co rd s  hewn  asu nd er  as  S e t h  w ho  i s  i n  Hn t .”  

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,   2 7 ) .  

5 1 .  Tex t  8 55  

T h e  d eceas ed  i s  p r es en t ed  wi t h  th e  ‘ E yes  o f  H o ru s ’ .  

“Ho  N!  Take  th e  wa t er  wh ich  i s  i n  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’ ,  d o  n o t  

l e t  g o  o f  i t .   O  Ho ru s  wh o  i s  N ,  I  b r i ng  t o  you  th e  b od i l y  ‘E yes  

o f  H oru s ’ ;  s e i z e  t hem  an d  j o i n  th em to  yo ur s e l f .   O h  N ,  I  b r in g  

t o  you  th os e  t h in gs  wh i ch  expa nd  th e  h ear t  o f  S e t h ;  s e i z e  

t h em .”                        ( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  3 6 ) .  

5 2 .  Tex t  8 56  

T h e  d eceas ed  p r o t ec t s  t h e  ‘ E ye  o f  H oru s ’  f ro m S e t h .  

“O N ,  t a ke  th e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’ ;  p r even t  h im  ( i . e .  S e th )  f ro m  

co ns u min g  i t .   O  N ,  t a ke  th e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  t h e  g ar m en t  o f  

w h i ch  t h e  go ds  ar e  a f r a i d .   O  N ,  H or us  h as  a t ta ch ed  h i s  ‘E ye ’  

t o  you r  f or ehead  f or  you  in  i t s  name  o f  ‘Grea t  o f  Magi c ’ .  O  N ,  

t a ke  t ha t  o f  wh i ch  th e  g od s  ar e  a f ra id  j u s t  a s  t h ey  ar e  a f ra id  

o f  H oru s .  

O  N ,  t a ke  th e  ‘E ye  o f  H oru s ’ ,  a ga i ns t  w h i ch  S e th  a c t ed .   O  N ,  

t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’ ,  t h e  ha l f  o f  wh i ch  h e  saw  i n  t h e  ha n d  

o f  S e th  w h en  h e  sna t ch ed  i t .   O  N ,  t a ke  th e  wh i t e  o f  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’  w h i ch  h e  r es cu ed  f r o m S e th  w hen  h e  s na tch ed  i t .   O  N ,  

t a ke  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’ ,  so m e  o f  wh i ch  h e  ( i . e .  S e t h )  s t o l e .  O  

N ,  l e t  h i m  ( i . e .  S e th )  b e  f a r  f r om  yo u .   O  N ,  t a ke  th e  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’  w h i ch  h un g  f ro m th e  h an ds  o f  h i s  ch i l dr en .   O  N ,  t a ke  

t h e  w a t er  w h i c h  i s  i n  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’ ,  do  no t  l e t  go  o f  i t .”  

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  36 ) .  

5 3 .  Tex t  8 62  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“O N ,  t a ke  th e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’ ,  p r even t  h im  ( i . e .  S e th )  f ro m  

consuming  i t . ”                                                                                      

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  40 ) .  
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5 4 .  Tex t  8 76  

A  tex t  d e s i gn ed  to  m ak e  Os i r i s ’ s  n eck  f i r m  f o r  h im ;  i t  i s  

s om ewh a t  f r agm en ta r y b u t  i n c l ud es  the  f o l l o win g  p as sage :   

“Re’ - A t um  i n  t h e  p l a ce  i n  wh i ch  you r  b ro th e r  Se th  s e t  you  

< . . . >a t  t he  r ip ar i an  l an d ,  w ho m Ho rus  s m ot e  a t  t h e  b a ck - l an d  

o f  ‘ An d j e t .”      ( Fau lk n er  20 04 :  I I I ,  4 5 ) .  

5 5 .  Tex t  9 00  

“I  am t he  maiden  <. . .>  and  endur i ng ,  who  f ough t  S e t h  and  h i s  

con f ederacy .”                                                                      

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  56 ) .  

5 6 .  Tex t  9 35  

T h e  d eceas ed  i s  g iven  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’ .  

“O N ,  I  g i ve  you  the  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’ ,  beca us e  o f  w h i ch  t he  

g o ds  w er e  m er c i fu l .    

O  N ,  I  g i ve  yo u  th e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’ ;  b e t a ke  yo ur s e l f  t o  i t .  

O  N ,  I  g i ve  yo u  th e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’  wh i ch  t h ey  gu ar d ed .  

O  N ,  I  g i ve  yo u  th e  l e s se r  ‘E ye  o f  H oru s ’ ,  o f  w h i ch  S e th  a t e .  

O  N ,  I  g i ve  yo u  th e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’ ,  w i t h  w h i ch  you r  mo u th  i s  

o p en ed .  

T h e  pu p i l  wh ich  i s  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  ea t  i t .  

O  N ,  I  g i ve  yo u  th e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’ ,  and  you  w i l l  no t  b e  i l l .”       

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  70 ) .  

5 7 .  Tex t  9 36  

A  l en g th y t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi t h  th e  ‘ T ab l e  o f  O f f e r in gs ’ ,  wh i ch  

co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss ages :  

“ . . .may  you  cause  th e  Two  Lands  t o  f ea r  N  j us t  a s  t h ey  f ea r  

t h e  ‘Ou tcas t ’  ( i . e .  S e t h ) ;”  

“O N ,  I  g i ve  you  the  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’  wh i ch  wa s  wr es t ed  f ro m  

Se th  and  your  mou th  i s  opened  w i t h  i t .”  

“ . . . and  I  g i ve  you  th e  ‘E ye  o f  Ho rus ’  w h i ch  h e  ( i . e .  S e th )  

pu l l ed  ou t .”   Th i s  pas sage  i s  quo t ed  tw i ce .  
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“ . . .O  N ,  I  g i ve  you  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  wh i ch  h e  ha s  pu l l ed  

ou t .”  

“ . . .O  N ,  I  g i ve  you  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  wh i ch  i s  on  Se th ’ s  

b row .”  

“ . . .O  N ,  I  g i ve  you  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ;  l i t t l e  i s  t h a t  wh i ch  S e t h  

h as  ea t en  o f  i t .”  

“ . . .O  N ,  I  g i ve  you  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  h e  h as  s na t ch ed  

away  f r om Se th .”  

“ . . .O  N ,  I  g i ve  you  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  h e  r e scu ed  f r o m 

Se th .”  

“ . . .O  N ,  I  g i ve  you  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’  which  smot e  Se th .”  

“ . . .O  N ,  I  g i ve  you  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  w a s  to rn  f r om  

Se th .”  

“ . . .O  N ,  I  g i ve  you  t h e  ‘Eye  o f  Ho ru s ’  w h i ch  h e  h as  g ua rded  

and  saved  f r om Se th .”                                                                          

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  70 -7 5 ) .  

5 8 .  Tex t  9 42  

A  som ew ha t  f r agmen t a r y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t h e  pa s s ages :  

“Se th  who  tu rned  th e  l and  up s ide  down .”  

“Se th  has  been  p laced  benea th  her  co i l s  f o r  h e r .”                   

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  81 ) .  

5 9 .  Tex t  9 56  

A  t ex t  t h a t  i n c l ud es  t h e  fo l lo w in g  t w o  p as s ages :  

“My mother  ha s  i n s t a l l ed  me  in  t h e  mid s t  o f  hers e l f ,  b ecau s e  

wha t  i s  d i s l i k ed  i s  t ha t  Se th  s hou ld  s ee  me  when  I  r eappear .”  

“ . . . t h e  power s  o f  Se t h  ar e  s ea led  o f f .”                                 

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  88 ) .  

6 0 .  Tex t  9 57  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  t wo  p a ss ages :  

“Nekhbe t  has  i ns t a l l ed  m e  in  t h e  mi ds t  o f  he r s e l f ,  b ecause  

wha t  i s  d i s l i k ed  i s  t ha t  Se th  s hou ld  s ee  me  when  I  r eappear .”  
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“ . . . t h e  power s  o f  Se t h  w i l l  b e  s ea l ed  o f f .”                             

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  89 ) .  

6 1 .  Tex t  9 60  

A  t ex t  t h a t  b egi ns  w i t h  t h e  s en ten c e :  

“Re  who  exc ludes  th e  s un - f o l k ,  w ho  a l l  b e l on g  to  me<. . . >  wh o  

d i sp l ay s  b eau t y  and  who  k i cks  S e t h .”                                    

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  91 ) .  

6 2 .  Tex t  9 93  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“She  who  ben t  S e th  on  accoun t  o f  h e r  u t t erance .”                 

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  10 1) .  

6 3 .  Tex t  1 00 0  

A  t ex t  fo r  en t e r in g  i n t o  t h e  su n -d i sk  t ha t  i n c lu d es  th i s  op en in g  

s en t en ce :  

“O you  who  ar e  s t rong  i n  your  s t r i k ing - po wer ;  w ho  d o  no t  

t u r n  as i d e  b eca us e  o f  w h a t  h e  ( i . e .  S eth )  w ou l d  d o ,  h er e  am  

I .”              ( Fau lkn e r  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  1 0 6 ) .  

6 4 .  Tex t  1 01 3  

A  l en g th y t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi t h  no t  e a t in g  f aeces  i n  t h e  r e a l m 

o f  t he  dead ,  i t  i n c lu d es  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“O you  who  ar e  a t  t h e  head  o f  t h e  Chaos -g od s ,  wh o  gu id e  

t h em  o f  t h e  ce l e s t i a l  e xpa ns es ,  do  n o t  l e t  m e  p ass  i n t o  t he  

t o mb  a ga i ns t  R e  < . . . >  a mo ng  t he  ‘co n f ed era cy  o f  Se th ’ .  

O  you  wh o  ar e  o ver  Sh us e t y ,  l e t  m e  t ake  po ss es s i on  o f  my  

b o dy  <. . . >  G eb  < . . . >  f or  I  ha ve  m ad e  H o ru s  t r i um ph an t  ove r  

Se th .”         ( Fau l kn e r  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  1 1 3 ) .    

6 5 .  Tex t  1 02 1  

A  sp e l l  t o  s av e  o n e  f r om s l au gh t e r  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t h e  p h ras e :  

“ . . .wh i l e  Re  s tands  on  t h e  bonds  o f  S e t h .”                              

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  12 1) .  
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6 6 .  Tex t  1 02 8  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  p h r as e :  

“ . . . S ee ,  t h e  t h roa t  o f  S e th  i s  b r ou gh t  t o  m e ,  a nd  i t  i s  I  w ho  

pres en t  < . . .> .”                                                                                 

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  12 6) .  

6 7 .  Tex t  1 07 6  

A  ‘ can n i ba l ’  t ex t .  

“Hi s  name i s  ‘One  who  sp i t s  ou t  t h e  N i l e ’ ,  who  g i ves  h imse l f .   

N eh ebk au .   H e  w ho  ea t s  h i s  f a th e r s .   H e  w ho  ea t s  h i s  mo t h er s .   

H e  w ho  d r i ves  o f f  Se t h  w h en  h e  i s  a ng ry .   H e  wh o  b eg o t  t he  

‘B ul l  o f  On ’ .   He  wh o  sw a l l ow ed  t h e  f l o o d .   ‘F al con - f a ce ’  wh o  

i s s u ed  f r om  Edj o .   F o ur - f a ce s  who  i s sued  f r om  t he  hor i zon .”                              

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  14 6) .  

6 8 .  Tex t  1 07 9  

“I  am he  who  wrapped  h i s  s tandard ,  who  i s sued  f rom the  w r r t -

c r ow n;  I  ha ve  co me  th a t  I  ma y  e s t ab l i sh  o f f er in gs  in  A b ydo s ;  I  

h a ve  op en ed  u p  R os t au  t h a t  I  ma y  ease  th e  s u f f er in g  o f  Os i r i s .   

I t  wa s  I  wh o  c rea t ed  w a t er ,  wh o  ass ign ed  m y  s t an da rd s ,  a n d  

w ho  p r ep ar ed  my  pa th  i n  t h e  Va l l e y .   O  Gr ea t  O n e ,  p repa r e  a  

b r i gh t  pa t h  fo r  m e ,  t h a t  I  ma y  b e  a l l ow ed  t o  pa ss ,  an d  I  w i l l  

r em ove  p a i n  f ro m  th e  S e l f - cr ea t ed .   As  f o r  t h os e  wh o  sq ua t ,  i t  

i s  G eb  w ho  w i l l  e s ta b l i s h  t h em  i n  R os tau  i n  t h e  r ea l m  o f  h i s  

s on  Os i r i s  f o r  f ea r  o f  h i s  b ro th e r  Se th  m a y  h e  n o t  ha rm  h im .   

A s  f o r  an yon e  wh o  kn ow s  t h e  na m es  o f  t h os e  wh o  sq ua t ,  he  

w i l l  b e  w i t h  Os i r i s  f o r ever  a nd  h e  w i l l  n ever  p er i s h .          

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  14 7) .   

6 9 .  Tex t  1 11 9  

“Thi s  i s  h e  who  p roc la ims  Os i r i s ;  wa te r  i s  abou t  h im  and  l i f e  

i s  i n  h i s  mo u t h .   As  f o r  Os i r i s  w ho  w as  m ad e  in  t h e  f i e ld ,  h i s  

a r ms  dr i ve  o f f  S e t h  fo r  h i m,  a nd  eve r y  l i mb  o f  h i s  i s  i n  t he  

p la ce  wh ich  th ey  r ea ch ed .   Th e  l i m bs  o f  h i s  wh ich  h e  a l l o t s  t o  

h i s  s emb la nce  a r e  n ece ss ar y .  

H a i l  t o  you ,  O s i r i s ,  p oss e s s i ng  yo ur  ma ns io ns ,  you  wh o  

en du r e ;  t h e  i l l -d i s po s ed  i s  i n er t ,  bu t  yo ur  h ear t  i s  s to u t ,  O  you  

w ho  d o  no t  f i g h t ,  bu t  d r i ve  o f f  up ro ar .   I  sp ea k  o f  t h e  con t en t  

o f  t h e  ch es t  o f  r ed  s tu f f  o f  h i m  wh o  i s  s p i t e fu l .   Ass e s s  m e ,  
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O si r i s ,  f o r  I  h ave  as s es sed  you ;  m a y  my  bo n es  b e  h a l e  and  m y  

l imbs  s t rong .”                         ( Fau l kn e r  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  1 6 4 ) .  

7 0 .  Tex t  1 12 0  

“I  s t and  up  w i t h  Os i r i s  when  he  s tands  up ;  O  Os i r i s ,  your  s ou l  

co m es  t o  you  a nd  yo ur  t hr oa t  i s  op ened .   C om e ,  Os i r i s  –  f ou r  

t im es  –  t ha t  t h e  swee t  br ee z es  m a y  com e  t o  you ,  f o r  h i s  po w er  

( i . e .  Se th ’ s  po w er )  i s  l a i d  l ow ,  an d  th ey  ha ve  fo r s a ken  th e  

wra th  wh i ch  i s  on  h im f or ever .”  ( Fau lk n e r  20 04 :  I I I ,  1 6 4) .  

7 1 .  Tex t  1 12 2  

“He does  no t  know Se th  because  o f  Os i r i s .   S tand ,  t ha t  I  may  

r a i s e  yo u ;  op en  you r  ear s ,  f o r  I  g i ve  yo u  th e  ‘Sa cr ed  E ye ’ .”              

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  16 5) .  

7 2 .  Tex t  1 13 8  

“Re - A t u m i s  d ea d .   F i r e .   F i r e .  I  h a ve  co m e  t ha t  I  m a y  be  

s t r on g  i n  you r  comp a ny .   I t  i s  t he  A ggr e ss or  wh o  jo i n ed  th e  

S cowl e r  w h en  S e t h  m a d e  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Da r kn ess ’  pa ss ed  by .   I  

a m  a  d e s t r o yer  w i th  t h e  ‘L or d  o f  Ro bb er y ’  f o l l ow i ng  me ,  I  a m  

h e  w ho  p ass e s  b y  an d  sp l i t s  op en  t h e  d ar kn es s ,  a nd  f i r e  h as  n o  

p ow er  ove r  m e  as  ove r  a n yo ne  e l se  w h o  be lo ng s  t o  t h e  n ig h t .   

T h e  T-b i rd  be longs  t o  me ,  and  I  have  sp l i t  open  t he  darknes s .”                                                                      

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  17 4) .  

1 6 .2  Th e  p os i t iv e  tex t s  (2 7  in  n u mber ,  2 . 0%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

1 .  T ex t  16 /1 7  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t h e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“ . . . t h e  power s  o f  Se t h  se r ved  h im  over  and  above  h i s  own  

powers .”   ( Fau l kn er  20 04 :  I ,  1 0 ) .  

T h e  ‘ h im ’  r e f e r r ed  t o  i n  t h i s  p as s age  i s  Ho ru s  and  t he  p a s s age  

ap p ear s  t o  i n d i ca t e  t h a t  S e t h  w as  u n ab l e  t o  av o i d  add i n g  h i s  

s t r en g th  to  t h a t  o f  t h e  yo u n g  Ho r us ,  a  s t r an ge  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  

i f  o ne  accep t s  on l y  th e  ad ve r s a r y o f  Ho r us  ro l e  fo r  S e th  bu t  

p e r f ec t l y  a ccep t ab le  i f  o n e  accep t s  t h e  v i ew o f  S e th  a s  t he  

s t ro n ges t  o f  t h e  god s  h e l p in g  ano th e r  go d .  
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2 .  T ex t  11 2  

T h i s  i s  a  t ex t  f o r  p r ev en t i n g  a  m an ’s  h ea r t  g iv i n g  wi t n es s  

aga i ns t  h im  (p r es um ab l y w h en  i t  i s  we i gh ed  aga in s t  t h e  

f e a th e r  o f  t r u t h ) .   H e r e  t he  h ea r t  i s  a f r a id  o f  S e t h  as  

i l l u s t r a t ed  b y t h e  pa s s age :  

“the  br eaker  o f  bones  who  wa i l ed  when  he  saw  Se t h .”           

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 0 6) .  

3 .  T ex t  11 9  

H e r e ,  a l on g  w i th  o th e r  god s ,  S e th  i s  he l p in g  to  p r o t ec t  t he  

d eceas ed  f ro m an  as s au l t  f ro m th e  r ea r  b y an  u nn am ed  b e i n g .  

“Twice  he  has  p laced  someone  beh ind  me ,  s o  t ha t  h e  canno t  

r ea ch  m e .   He  h as  p la ced  Ho ru s  so n  o f  I s i s  b eh i nd  m e ,  so  th a t  

h e  ca nn o t  r ea ch  m e .   H e  h as  p l a ced  S e t h  b eh i nd  m e ,  s o  t ha t  h e  

ca nn o t  r each  m e .   Tw i ce  h e  h as  p la ced  s o m eo ne  b eh i nd  m e ,  s o  

t ha t  he  ca nn o t  r ea ch  m e .   H e  ha s  p la ced  G eb  b eh in d  m e ,  e ven  

h e  w ho  w en t  f o r th  f r o m h i s  ‘E ye ’ ,  s o  t h a t  h e  ca nn o t  r ea ch  m e  

o n  th e  g r ea t  p a t h  wh i ch  th e  ‘S o l e  O ne ’  i n h er i t ed ,  t h e  w a y  t o  

which  i s  unknown  to  men  and  upon  wh i ch  t h e  gods  never  go .”                                                    

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 1 1) .  

4 .  T ex t  16 0  

T h i s  t ex t  co n t a i ns  a  p as s age  con ce rn ed  wi t h  S e th  in  h i s  ro l e  as  

p r o t ec t o r  o f  t he  s o l a r  b a r qu e :  

“I  know t he  name o f  t h i s  s e rpen t  wh i ch  i s  upon  t he  moun ta i n ,  

i t s  n am e  i s  Wh n. f .   Now  a t  e ven t id e  he  w i l l  t u r n  h i s  e ye  

a g a in s t  R e  a nd  a  s to p pa ge  w i l l  o ccu r  in  t h e  c rew  an d  a  grea t  

a s t on i sh m en t  i n  t h e  vo ya g e ,  a nd  S e t h  w i l l  b en d  h i m w i t h  h i s  

hand .”                     ( Fau l kn e r  20 04 :  I ,  1 3 8 ) .  

5 .  T ex t  35 3  

A  sp e l l  fo r  h av in g  p o w er  o v e r  w a t e r ;  w h i l s t  t h e  t ex t  r e f e r s  t o  

S et h ’s  p ow er  ov e r  t h e  w a t e r  i n  Os i r i s ’ s  eye ,  h e r e  i t  i s  m ean t  i n  

a  b en e f i c i a l  w ay a s  i t  p ro v i d es  t h e  n a r r a to r  o f  t h e  s p e l l  wi th  

p o w er  o v e r  w a t e r :  

“The  doors  o f  t h e  ‘G r ea t  O ne ’  a r e  op en ed  fo r  Os i r i s ;  t h e  

d o ors  o f  t h e  f i r m am ent  a r e  th r ow n  open  f or  Th o t h .   O  N i l e -

g o d ,  t h e  ‘G r ea t  One  o f  t h e  s ky  in  t h i s  yo ur  n a me  o f  < . . . > ’ ,  

g ra n t  t ha t  I  ma y  h ave  pow er  o ver  wa ter  j u s t  a s  S e t h  ha d  po w er  

o ve r  t h e  wa t e r  i n  t h e  eye  o f  O s i r i s  on  th a t  n i gh t  o f  t h e  gr ea t  
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s to rm .   Ma y  you  p er mi t  m e  to  d es pa t ch  f or  m ys e l f  t he  ‘Gr ea t  

O n es  w ho  p r es i d e  ove r  t h e  f l oo d ’  j u s t  a s  t h e i r  au gu s t  g od  

w ho s e  na m e t h ey  do  no t  kn ow s en t  t h em .   I  a m th e i r  au gus t  

g o d  w ho s e  na m e t hey  do  n o t  kno w,  a nd  t h ey  ar e  d es pa tched  f or  

me .”                                                                              

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  2 8 4- 85 ) .  

6 .  T ex t  40 7  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  k no wi n g  th e  s ev en  kn o t s  o f  t h e  ce l e s t i a l  

c a t t l e  wh ich  con t a in s  t h e  f o l l o wi n g  p as s age :  

“O Se t h ,  poss e s s ed  o f  your  power ,  g r ea t  Longhorn  dwel l i ng  in  

t h e  no r th e rn  s ky ;  g i ve  t o  me  a i r  a mo ng  t h e  wt nw  w ho  g i ve  r es t  

t o  t h e  ce l e s t i a l  ca t t l e .”                                                                    

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  5 8 ) .  

7 .  T ex t  40 8  

V e r y s im i l a r  t o  t h e  abo v e  t ex t  an d  aga i n  con ce rn ed  wi t h  th e  

s ev en  k no t s  o f  t h e  ce l es t i a l  ca t t l e  i t  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo win g  

p a ss age :  

“O Se t h ,  poss e s s ed  o f  yo ur  p ow er ,  Grea t  L on gh or n  dw el l i ng  i n  

t h e  no r th e rn  s ky  wh en  th e  Lo ng ho rn  i s  ca us ed  t o  as cend  t o  t h e  

n or th e rn  s ky ,  s ee  yo u  h ave  co m e  un d er  m y  f e e t ;  g i ve  t o  m e  a i r  

a m on g  th e  wt n w  w ho  g i ve  re s t  t o  t h e  ce l es t i a l  ca t t le .”                                     

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  6 0 ) .  

8 .  T ex t  51 9  

T h e  d eceas ed  b ecom es  a  go d  w i th  i ron  bo nes  and  go l den  f l e sh .  

“Ho  N!  Ra i s e  yourse l f  upon  your  i r on  bones  and  go lden  f l e sh ,  

f o r  t h i s  b od y  o f  you rs  b e lo ngs  t o  a  god ;  i t  w i l l  no t  g r ow  

m o ul dy ,  i t  w i l l  no t  p u t r e f y ,  i t  w i l l  no t  b e  d e s t r o yed .   Th e  

w ar mt h  w h i ch  i s  on  you r  m ou t h  i s  t h a t  wh i ch  i s su ed  f ro m t h e  

n os t r i l s  o f  S e th ,  and  t h e  w in ds  o f  t h e  sky  w i l l  b e  d e s t r o yed  i f  

t h e  w ar mt h  wh i ch  i s  o n  you r  mo u t h  i s  d e s t ro yed ;  t h e  s ky  w i l l  

b e  d epr i ved  o f  t h e  s ta r s  i f  t h e  w ar mth  wh i ch  i s  o n  your  m o u t h  

i s  l a ck i ng .   M a y  you r  f l e s h  b e  bo rn  to  l i f e ,  a nd  m a y  you r  l i f e  

be  more  t han  th e  l i f e  o f  t h e  s ta r s  i n  t he i r  s eason  o f  l i f e .”     

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 48 -1 49 ) .  

 

 



215 
 

9 .  T ex t  52 8  

Bo t h  t h e  d ecea s ed  an d  h i s  k a  a r e  pu r i f i ed .  

“Ho  N!  Wake  up ,  ra i s e  yours e l f ,  s o  t ha t  you  may  be  pu re  and  

t ha t  yo ur  d ou b l e  ma y  b e  p ur e!  Y o ur  pu r i f i ca t io n  i s  t h e  

p ur i f i ca t i on  o f  Ho ru s  an d  S e t h ,  yo ur  pu r i f i ca t io n  i s  t h e  

p ur i f i ca t i on  o f  T ho t h  an d  D wn - ‘n w y ,  yo ur  p ur i f i ca t i on  i s  t h e  

p ur i f i ca t i on  o f  yo ur  d ou b l e  yo ur  pu r i f i ca t i on  a l so  i s  am on g  

your  b r e th r en  t he  gods .”              ( Fau l kn e r  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 5 2) .  

1 0 .  Tex t  5 30  

S i mi l a r  t o  t he  p r ev i ou s  t ex t .  

“Pur i t y ,  pu r i t y  f o r  your  doub l e !   You  a r e  pu re  f or  your  

d o ub l e ,  you r  head  i s  c en s ed  w i t h  sw ee t - s m e l l i n g  i n cen s e ,  yo u  

a r e  m ad e  s t ro ng  b y  m ean s  o f  i n cen s e ,  t h e  f ra gr an ce  o f  a  g o d  i s  

o n  you r  f l e s h ,  t he  tw o  Gr ea t  O n es  ( h e re  r e f e r r in g  t o  H o rus  an d  

S e t h ) ,  t h e  ‘Lo rd s  pr e - emi nen t  i n  Up p er  Eg yp t ’ ,  c l ea ns e  yo u .   

T h e  i n cen se  co m es ,  t h e  i n cens e  co m es ;  t h e  ea r  o f  c or n  com es ,  

t h e  ear  o f  co rn  co mes ;  t h e r e  com es  t h e  sp in a l  cor d  wh i ch  

i s s u ed  f r om  t h e  ba ckb on e  o f  Os i r i s ,  t he r e  co m es  th e  mar ro w,  

t h er e  co mes  th e  m ar ro w,  t h e r e  co m es  th e  l i m bs  wh i ch  i s sued  

f ro m O s i r i s ,  an d  Ho ru s  cens ed  h im  b eca us e  o f  h i s  ‘E ye ’ .   O  N ,  

I  c ens e  you  b ecau se  o f  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’ ,  I  m a ke  a  g od  o f  you  

b ecau s e  o f  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’ ,  I  equ ip  yo u  as  a  g od ,  i t  equ ip s  

yo u  as  a  g od ,  i t s  p er fu m e  d i f f u s es  o ver  you ,  an d  th e  p er fum e  

o f  t h e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’  i s  on  you .”                                                                        

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 53 ) .  

1 1 .  Tex t  5 64  

“Thi s  i s  Os i r i s ,  t he  Wes t  < . . .>  i f  h e  knows  h i s  name ,  Os i r i s  

wi l l  kno w h i s  n a m e .   No t  < . . .>  I  w i l l  n o t  b e  in  i t ,  f o r  I  am  S e th  

w ho  i s  among  t h e  gods  and  I  w i l l  no t  p e r i sh .”                                           

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 69 ) .  

1 2 .  Tex t  5 71  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  b u i l d in g  a  m ans i on  amo n gs t  t h e  wa t e r s ,  

i t  i n c l ud es  t h e  fo l lo w in g  pa ss age :  

“ . . . and  he  has  found  Se th  in  i t  w i th  h i s  s ta f f  i n  h i s  ha nd  

subdu ing  th e  pa t r i c i an s  fo r  me .”                                                              

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  7 3 ) .  
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1 3 .  Tex t  5 81  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  n o t  e a t in g  f aeces ,  i t  con t a in s  t h e  

f o l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“I  am bound  f or  t he  no r t hern  s ky  a nd  I  w i l l  d we l l  i n  i t  w i t h  

Se th .”     ( Fau l kn e r  2 0 04 :  I I ,  1 8 4 ) .  

1 4 .  Tex t  6 30  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  g i v i n g  a i r  t o  t he  d ecea s ed ,  i t  con c l ud es  

w i t h  t h e  f o l l o win g  p a ss age :  

“ . . I  speak  abou t  t he  lone  a i r  wh i ch  i s  i n  t h e  ‘M an s io n  o f  

S e th ’ ;  i t s  n a me  i s  < . . . > .  O  N  < . . . >  i s  t h e  ‘Lo rd  o f  t h e  a i r ’ .   I  

know  the  a i r  b y  th i s  i t s  name  i s  S e t h .”                                                                 

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 13 -2 14 ) .    

1 5 .  Tex t  6 33  

A  tex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  a i r  be in g  in  a  man ’ s  no se  i n  t h e  r ea l m 

o f  t he  dead .  

The  a i r  i s  i n  N ’ s  no se  l i k e  S e th .   N  has  s poken  t o  S e t h ,  N  has  

been  in f ormed .”                                                                           

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 15 ) .  

1 6 .  Tex t  6 47  

A  l en g th y t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi t h  ob t a in ing  p r o t ec t i on  t h ro u gh  

P t ah ,  i t  co n t a i ns  t he  f o l l o win g  p as sage :  

“I  am t he  ‘L or d  o f  L i f e ’ ,  ru l in g  in  t h e  s ky ,  w h i l e  S e th  i s  m y  

p ro t ec t i on  b eca us e  h e  kn ows  t h e  na t ure  o f  wh a t  I  do ;  I  am  th e  

‘Lo rd  o f  L i f e ’ .”  ( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 2 3 )  

1 7 .  Tex t  6 49  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t h e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“O L ion -m an  o f  h i s ,  op en  a  p a t h  for  me ,  f o r  I  a m  S e t h  abo u t  t o  

sa i l  t h e  ba rk .”                                                                           

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 24 ) .  

1 8 .  Tex t  6 65  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  i nc lu d es  th e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“Se th  comes ,  one  who  prov i des  share s  whenever  f ood  i s  

p rov ided .”    ( Fau l kn e r  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 3 6) .  
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1 9 .  Tex t  6 86  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  d r i v in g  aw ay s n ak es ,  i t  i nc lu d es  the  

f o l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“ . . . a  pa th  has  been  c l ear ed  fo r  me  by  Se th .”                         

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 51 ) .  

2 0 .  Tex t  6 94  

A  sh or t  t ex t  t ha t  con t a in s  t h e  f o l l o wing  p a ss age  t h a t  a l l ud es  t o  

S et h ’s  mi gh t  am ongs t  t he  god s :  

“I  have  pu t  t h e  awe  o f  you  i n t o  t h e  sp i r i t s  l i k e  Se th  among  th e  

gods .”                                                                                 

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 59 ) .  

2 1 .  Tex t  7 25  

A  med i um s i z ed  t e s t  t ha t  i n c l ud es  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“May  your  hear t  b e  g l ad  and  may  your  f e e t  dance ;  ma y  you r  

t o mb  b e  as  w e l l - f ou n ded  as  t h e  t o mb  o f  H oru s  an d  th e  bu r i a l -

p la ce  o f  S e th  wh o  i s  i n  Hn t .”                                                                    

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 76 ) .  

2 2 .  Tex t  7 69  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  a s cen d in g  to  h eav en  th a t  b eg in s  wi t h  

t h e  fo l l ow in g  pa ss age :  

“Stand  up ,  O  ‘L ad der  o f  Ho ru s ’ !  S ta nd  u p ,  O  ‘La dd er  o f  

S e th ’ !   S ta nd  u p ,  O  gr ea t  a nd  m ig h t y  l a d der  wh i ch  w as  ma d e  

f o r  Os i r i s ,  so  t ha t  h e  migh t  a s cend  on  i t  t o  t h e  s ky .”                                             

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 99 ) .  

2 3 .  Tex t  7 72  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  w h a t  t h e  d ead  pe r s on  w i l l  l i v e  up on  t h a t  

co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“I  w i l l  l i v e  on  s even  por t i ons  wh i ch  ar e  be i ng  brough t ;  t h e i r  

s even  l oaves  ar e  w i t h  Horus  and  w i t h  Se th .”                                   

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  3 02 ) .  
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2 4 .  Tex t  8 57  

T h e  d eceas ed  h a s  t h e  s ou l  o f  Ho ru s  and  t h e  s t r en g th  o f  Se t h .  

“There  i s  doub l e  sa t i s fa c t ion  for  t h e  3 ms - c l ub  o f  t a mar i s k  

w h i ch  s mi t e s  t h e  d i s a f f e c t ed ,  a nd  h e  wh o  con t r o l s  t h e  l and  i s  

p ow er fu l .   Y ou  h a ve  th e  s ou l  o f  Ho ru s ,  yo u  ha ve  th e  s t r en g t h  

o f  S e th ,  m a y  yo u  con t r o l  t h i s  l a nd ,  O  N ,  as  H or us  m a y  the r e  b e  

g i ven  to  yo u  th e  wa t e r  w h i ch  i s s u ed  f ro m  t he  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  

t h e  na m e o f  wh ich  w as  m ad e  o u t  as  3m s - c lu b  w h en  i t  w as  

t ur n ed  a bo u t  t h ro ug h ou t  t he  d e s er t s  un d er  t h e  f i n gers  o f  S e th .  

R a i s e  you rs e l f !  May  you  p ro tec t  N  f r om  th os e  wh o  w ou ld  d o  

a n y t h in g  ev i l  ag a i ns t  h er .   Th er e  i s  dou b l e  s a t i s fa c t io n  for  t h e  

‘Wh i t e  E ye  o f  Ho rus ’  wh i ch  s mi t e s  t h e  p l ebs  a nd  N  i s  

p ro t ec t ed  f r o m t ho se  wh o  w ou ld  d o  any t h in g  ev i l  ag a i ns t  h e r .   

H e  w i l l  n o t  l i v e ,  n am e l y  h i m wh o  yo u  s t r i k e ,  h i s  h ea d  w i l l  n o t  

be  kn i t  on .”                               ( Fau l kn e r  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  3 7 ) .  

2 5 .  Tex t  9 45  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t he  p h r as e :  

“My s t r eng th  i s  S e th .”                                                          

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  84 ) .  

2 6 .  Tex t  1 01 7  

A  l en g th y t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi t h  l i v in g  by  m ag i c  and  b y m ean s  

o f  p r o t ec t i on  i n  t h e  ‘ T wo  H ou s es ’ ,  i t  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo win g  

p a ss age :  

“My wrapp ing  i s  t he  ‘Gr ea t  Co m ma nder ’ .   I  g i ve  i n cens e  a nd  

w a t er  t o  m y  d ea d  fa th e r ,  b eca us e  I  have  o f f e r ed  a n  imA- t r ee ,  

b ecau s e  I  ha ve  u pro o t ed  an  a cac ia ,  b eca us e  i t  i s  I  wh o  s ee  m y  

poo l ,  f o r  I  have  dug  i t  i n  company  w i th  Se th .”                                                         

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  11 8) .  

2 7 .T ex t  1 12 8  

S om e o f  t h e  go ds  co mp r i s i n g  th e  c r ew o f  t h e  N i gh t -b a rk  a r e  

n am ed .  

“Cir c l e  o f  f i r e .  C i rc l e  o f  f i r e .   The  f i r e  o f  t h e  N igh t - ba r k .   Th e  

co m pa n y  w h i ch  i s  i n  t h e  bow  i s  I s i s ,  Se t h  an d  Ho ru s .   T he  

co m pa n y  w h i ch  i s  i n  t h e  s t er n  i s  H u ,  S i a  and  Re .”                                  

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  16 6) .    
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   1 6 . 3  Th e  n eu t ra l  t ex ts  ( 32  in  nu mber ,  3 .0%  of  to t a l  t ex t s )  

1 .  T ex t  16 2  

A  t ex t  d e s i gn ed  to  g i v e  p ow er  o v er  t he  f ou r  w in ds  w hi ch  

i n c lu d ed  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“Re  grasp s  my  hand  an d  s e t s  m e  in  t h i s  f i e ld  o f  h i s  i n  t he  

m i ds t  o f  r us h es ,  and  I  f l o ur i s h  i n  i t  l i k e  t h e  con d i t i o n  o f  A p i s  

and  Se th .” ( Fau l kn er  20 04 :  I ,  1 40 ) .    

2 .  T ex t  18 1  

T h e  d eceas ed  wi l l  n o t  p e r fo rm  d e te s t a t i o ns .  

“O Hearer !  O  Uns topper !  –  an d  v i ce  ve r sa  –  h ear  m e ,  uns to p  

m e ,  s ave  me  w h en  I  a m h ea rd ,  f o r  I  am th e  ‘B ul l  o f  K enz e t ’ ,  a  

p os s es so r  o f  b r ead  i n  O n ;  f ou r  por t i ons  a r e  in  t h e  s ky  and  

t hr ee  p or t i o ns  ar e  o n  ear th .   Th ese  t h i ng s  ha ve  b een  ma de  fo r  

m e  as  g i f t s  i n  On  wh i ch  h a ve  b een  g i ven  t o  m e ,  f o r  I  a m  th e  

B u l l  w i th  cu r l y  ha i r ,  ha v in g  f i ve  p or t io ns  i n  t h e  ‘Ho us e  o f  

H o ru s ’  a nd  tw o  po r t io ns  in  t he  ‘Ho us e  o f  S e t h ’ ;  t h r ee  p or t io ns  

a r e  in  t h e  s ky  a nd  th r ee  po r t i on s  ar e  on  ea r t h .   I t  i s  t h e  N i gh t -

b ar k  a nd  t h e  Da y -ba r k  wh i ch  ar e  d a i l y  t a ken  f or  me  t o  t he  

‘H o us e  o f  t h e  Go d ’ .   F aeces  i s  m y  d e t e s ta t io n ,  a nd  I  w i l l  n o t  

ea t  i t ,  n or  w i l l  I  d r i n k  ur i n e :  I  w i l l  n o t  wa l k  up s id e  d ow n ,  f o r  

i t  i s  I s i s  who  rows  me  ever y  day .”                                                               

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 5 2) .  

3 .  T ex t  18 7  

A n o t he r  t ex t  con cer n ed  wi th  th e  d e t e s t a t i o n  o f  f a ece s  t h a t  

i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“I  w i l l  l i v e  on  those  th ree  por t ions  wh i ch  were  made  for  

O si r i s ;  o n e  i s  f o r  H o ru s ,  a no t h er  i s  f o r  S e t h ,  a nd  a no t h er  f o r  

me ,  and  I  am  the i r  t h i r d .”                                                                                  

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 5 6) .  

4 .  T ex t  22 0  

A n o t he r  d e t e s t a t i on  o f  f a eces  t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t h i s  p a s s age :  

“Why  w i l l  you  no t  ea t  f i l t h  or  d r ink  ur ine  because  o f  t h e  

empt ine s s  o f  Horus  and  Se t h?”                                                               

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  1 7 5) .  
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5 .  T ex t  26 8  

A  t ex t  fo r  b ecom ing  S ob e k ,  ‘ Lo r d  o f  t h e  Wi nd i n g  W at e rwa y ’  

t h a t  i n c l ud es  th e  f o l lo wi n g  p as s age :  

“N  i s  t h e  fnt- sn ake  w h i ch  i s s ued  f r om  th e  s ha n k  an d  a t e  t he  

‘C ha os -g od ’ ,  w ho m S e t h  exh a l ed  f or  h i m  f r om  wi th in  th e  

s ec r e t s  o f  Geb .”       ( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  20 3) .  

6 .  T ex t  28 0  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  i nc lu d es  th e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“O N ,  you  a r e  th e  ‘E ld er  Ho ru s ’ ,  you  h a ve  ju dg ed  b e tw een  t h e  

R i va l s ,  n a m el y  t h e  tw o  wh o  w ou ld  d e s t r o y  th e  s ky ;  yo u  have  

a dz ed  Or io n  w i t h  t h e  tw o  ad z es  o f  S e th ,  you  h a ve  g i ven  

j ud g emen t  i n  t h i s  s ky  f o r  Re ,  l i gh t  and  dark  ar e  a t  your  w i l l .”                                      

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  2 1 1) .  

7 .  T ex t  31 8  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  i nc lu d es  th e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“ . . .wh i l e  t h e  head  o f  Horus  r emained  w i th  t ha t  o f  S e th  –  a n d  

v i ce  v e r sa .”                                                                                

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I ,  2 4 6) .  

8 .  T ex t  35 4  

A  t ex t  u s ed  in  ‘p u r i f i c a t io n ’  r i t u a l s .  

“Spe l l  f o r  a  wnwn- p l an t .   Y ou r  pu r i f i ca t io n  i s  t h e  pu r i f i ca t io n  

o f  H oru s ,  S e th ,  T ho t h  an d  dwn-awy.   Y ou r  pu r i f i ca t io n  i s  on  

yo ur  mo u th ;  m a y  yo u  c l ea ns e  a l l  yo ur  b on es ,  m ay  yo u  pro v id e  

w ha t  ap per t a in s  t o  yo u .   Sm yn ,  s m yn ,  w h i ch  s p l i t s  o pen  yo ur  

mouth !   Tas t e  i t s  t a s t e  i n  f r on t  o f  t h em o f  t he  God ’s  boo th .   

Y ou r  pur i f i ca t i on  i s  n a t ro n  f ro m  th e  c l e an s in g  o f  t h e  

‘ F ol l ow er s  o f  H or us ’ .”           ( Fau l kne r  20 04 :  I ,  2 85 ) .  

9 .  T ex t  37 3  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  b r ea th in g  a i r  am on gs t  t h e  w a t e r s .   S e th  

( a s  t h e  Ou t ca s t )  i s  m en t i on ed  t wi ce  b u t  o v er a l l  i n  a  n eu t ra l  

m ann e r .  

“Hidden  ar e  th e  ways  f or  t hos e  who  pas s  b y ;  l i g h t  i s  p er i sh ed  

and  darknes s  comes  i n t o  be ing ’  –  s o  sa y s  Neph th y s .  

‘Why  i s  i t  s a i d? ’  -  s o  sa y s  t h e  ‘Ou t cas t ’ .  
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d.f-Aw i s  u po n  th e  ‘Ou t ca s t ’<. . . >  I t  m ean s  th a t  t h e  ‘O ut ca s t ’ ,  

t h e  so n  o f  Nu t ,  ha s  f a l l en  on  h i s  s i d e  an d  th a t  h i s  b r ea th  h as  

b een  ta ken  a wa y ’  –  so  s a ys  d.f-Aw,  an d  t h e  ar m o f  H im  w ho  

r e s t s  w ear i l y  i s  up l i f t ed .  

T h e  do ors  o f  t h e  hns- wa t er  ar e  o p en ed ,  a nd  th e  w i nd s  pa ss  o u t ;  

i t s  nt- cr ow ns  ar e  pa r t ed ,  a nd  th e  a i r  g o es  i n .   I  ha ve  g on e  

d ow n  in  or d er  t o  pre s en t  M a’e t  w i t h  wa t er ,  f o r  b r ea t h  i s  i n  m y  

n os e ;  I  w i l l  g o  f or th  an d  op en  t h e  E ye ,  Re  u p on  ear th ,  f o r  

b r ea th  i s  i n  m y  no se .   I t  i s  t h e  ‘Ou t cas t ’  w ho  s p ea ks  t o  me  an d  

i n f or ms  m e  t ha t  l i f e  i s  p ro v i d ed  a nd  th a t  a i r  i s  b r ea t h ed  

among  th e  wa t e r s .”                         ( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  9 - 1 0 ) .  

1 0 .  Tex t  3 96  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  w h i ch  in c lu d es  th e  fo l lo wi n g  t wo  

p a ss ages :  

“O Fer r yman ,  br ing  Horus  t o  me  fo r  h i s  ‘E ye ’  an d  t h e  

‘O ut cas t ’  t o  me  f or  h i s  t e s t i c l e s ;”  

“Br ing  me  he r  mas t -c ru t ch ,  f o r  t h e  ‘ r eed s ’  ar e  th e  bands  

w hi ch  a r e  un d er  the  br ig h t  ha i r  o f  S e t h ;”                                             

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 2 - 23 ) .  

1 1 .  Tex t  4 00  

A  sp e l l  fo r  j o in in g  t h e  f e r r y - b o a t  t o  t he  r e a l m o f  t h e  dead ,  i t  

i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“I  have  ex t ended  my  arm  over  t he  a rm o f  Horus  and  t h e  sanda l  

o f  S e th .”    

Fau lk n e r  s u gges t s  t h a t  t h i s  w as  i n t en ded  t o  i mp l y t h a t  t he  

d eceas ed  h ad  ex e r c i s ed  s om e so r t  o f  r e s t r a in t  o v e r  bo t h  o f  t he  

go d s .    ( Fau lk ne r  20 0 4 :  I I ,  4 3 - 4 5 ) .  

1 2 .  Tex t  4 79  

A  l en g th y t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi t h  e s cap i ng  f r om  f i s h - t r ap s  an d  

co n t a i n i n g  th e  fo l lo w in g  pa ss age :  

“Tha t  v es s e l  i n  wh ich  you  cook  i s  t he  con t en t i ou s  shoo t er s  o f  

‘S e t h  o f  Omb os ’ .”                                                                               

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 22 ) .  
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1 3 .  Tex t  5 24  

A  sp e l l  con ce rn ed  w i t h  p ro t ec t io n  aga i ns t  on es  fo es .  

“O N ,  I  am  Horus  who  wen t  f o r th  a s  Horus  and  Se th ,  and  my  

f a t he r  sa id  to  m e;  C om e ,  b e t ake  yo ur se l f  t o  m y  fa t h er  N  a n d  

d o  n o t  l e t  h i m  b e  su b du ed  a t  t h e  ha nds  o f  h i s  f o es  i n  yo ur  

n a m e o f  H or us .   Y ou  ha ve  com e  t ha t  yo u  m a y  j o i n  h i m up ,  N  d o  

n o t  b e  fa r  f r om  h im.   P l a ce  your s e l f  an d  you r  fa t h er  i n  h i s  

em b ra ce ,  d o  no t  e ve r  l e t  g o  o f  h i m ,  and  s mi t e  h i s  f o es  f r om  

h im.”                                                                    

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  1 51 ) .  

1 4 .  Tex t  5 26  

Is i s  and  Neph th ys  p l ace  t h e  h ea r t  i n  t h e  b od y.  

“I  am Neph thys ,  and  I  have  come  t ha t  I  may  l a y  ho l d  o f  you  

a n d  t ha t  I  m a y  p la ce  you r  h ea r t  i n  yo ur  b od y  f or  you :  I  b r in g  

yo u  H or us  an d  h i s  ‘G r ea t - o f - Ma gi c ’ ,  I  b r in g  you  S e t h  an d  h i s  

‘G r ea t - o f - Ma gi c ’ .  

I  a m I s i s ,  a nd  I  ha ve  co me  t ha t  I  m ay  la y  h o l d  o f  you  a nd  t ha t  

I  m ay  p la ce  you r  hea r t  i n  yo ur  b od y  fo r  you ;  I  b r i ng  yo u  

H o ru s  an d  h i s  ‘G r ea t -o f  Ma gi c ’ ,  I  b r in g  you  S e th  a nd  h i s  

‘G r ea t - o f - Ma gi c ’ .”      ( Fau l kn e r  20 04 :  I I ,  1 5 2) .  

1 5 .  Tex t  6 40  

A  sp e l l  t o  p r ev en t  t h e  d eceas ed  f ro m  en t e r in g  in t o  th e  

s h am bl es ,  t h e  p l ace  th a t  i s  t h e  r e a l m o f  t h e  d ead .  

“My word  i s  s poken ,  t h e  kno t  i s  t i ed  beh i nd  me  i n  t h e  s ky ,  t h e  

ea r t h  i s  gu ar d ed  b y  R e  eve ry  d a y .   I  ha ve  ma de  t h e  kn o t  f i rm  

a g a in s t  t h e  i n e r t  on es  a t  m y  f e e t  o n  th a t  d a y  o f  cu t t i n g  o f f  t h e  

t r es s .  

T h e  kn o t  i s  t i ed  b eh in d  m e  b y  S e t h ,  i n  wh os e  p ow er  th e  

‘E nn ead ’  w er e  a t  f i r s t ,  b e fo r e  up ro ar  h a d  co m e  in to  b e i ng ,  so  

t ha t  yo u  mi g h t  m ake  m e  h a l e  as  t h i s  on e  w ho  s l ew  m y  f a th e r ,  

f o r  I  am  h e  wh o  ta ke s  p os s es s io n  o f  t he  ‘T wo  La nd s ’ .  

T h e  kn o t  i s  t i ed  b eh in d  m e  b y  Nu  wh o  s aw  th e  ‘Fi rs t  O cca s i on ’  

b e fo re  t h e  go ds  w er e  b or n  < . . . >  I  a m P nt y ,  I  a m th e  h e i r  o f  

t h e  gr ea t  gods .”      ( Fau l kn e r  20 04 :  I I ,  21 8) .  
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1 6 .  Tex t  6 60  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“I  w i l l  cu t  o f f  your  heads ,  O  you  who  oppose  my  pa t h ;  I  w i l l  

l i f t  u p  your  h ead s  o n  m y  h an ds ,  f o r  my  b i r th  w as  th e  b i r th  o f  a  

g o d  on  th a t  d a y  w hen  t h e  hd n - p l an t  wa s  fa sh i on ed ,  b e fore  s ky  

a n d  ea r t h  ha d  com e  in to  b e i ng ,  b e fo r e  w a t er  h ad  co m e  in to  

b e in g ,  b e f or e  th e  Ab yss  h ad  co m e  in t o  b e i ng ,  b e fo r e  G eb  a n d  

N u t  h ad  co m e  i n t o  b e in g ,  b e f or e  O s i r i s  a nd  I s i s  ha d  co me  in t o  

be ing ,  b e f or e  Se t h  and  Neph thys  had  come  in to  be i ng .”                                                          

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  2 30 ) .  

1 7 .  Tex t  7 72  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  i nc lu d es  th e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“I  w i l l  l i v e  on  s even  por t i ons  wh i ch  ar e  be i ng  brough t ;  t h e i r  

s even  l oaves  ar e  w i t h  Horus  and  w i t h  Se th .”                                  

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I ,  3 02 ) .  

1 8 .  Tex t  8 03  

“Words  spoken  by  N ut  wh o  en fo ld s  h im  an d  w ho  p u t s  h er  ar m s  

a b ou t  N  in  l i f e :  N  w i l l  n o t  d i e .  

O  N u t ,  you  h a ve  car r i ed  o f f  H or us  a nd  h i s  gr ea t l y  m ag ica l ;  

yo u  ha ve  ca rr i ed  o f f  S e t h  an d  h i s  gr ea t l y  ma g i ca l ;  en fo l d  N  

w i th  l i f e  i n  you r  nam e  o f  ‘Gr ea t  P ro t ec t re s s ’ .”                                                  

( Fau lk n er  2 00 2 :  I I I ,  4 ) .  

1 9 .  Tex t  8 21  

T h e  d eceas ed  i s  l i ken ed  to  a  n um b er  o f  go ds  an d  t h e i r  kas .   

“Prov ide  fo r  my  fa t her  N  < . . .>  my  fa the r  N  < . . .> .   Be take  

yo ur s e l ves  t o  h im ,  g ra sp  h im  b y  h i s  l eg s  < . . . >  you  s ha l l  l i v e  

< . . . > .   S o m eo n e  has  g on e  t o  h i s  d ou b le ,  Ho rus  h as  g on e  to  h i s  

d o ub l e ,  S e th  h as  g on e  t o  h i s  d ou b l e ,  Th o t h  ha s  go n e  t o  h i s  

d o ub l e ,  D wn - ‘m w y  h as  g on e  t o  h i s  d oub l e ,  O s i r i s  h as  g one  to  

h i s  d ou b l e ,  t h e  ‘E ye l es s  O n e ’  h as  g one  to  h i s  do ub l e .   Ho  N!  

Y ou  h a ve  d epa r t ed  l i v in g  an d  you  s ha l l  n o t  d ep ar t  d ea d;  yo ur  

m o th er  h as  co m e  to  you ,  Nu t  h as  co m e  to  yo u  so  th a t  s h e  m a y  

c l eans e  yo u  an d  pro v id e  fo r  you  a s  a  g o d ,  f o r  you  a re  t he  

g r ea te s t  o f  he r  ch i ld r en .   Geb  i s  g ra c io us  t o  you ,  h e  l o ves  yo u  

and  he  w i l l  p ro t ec t  you .”                                                                

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  12 ) .  



224 
 

2 0 .  Tex t  8 32  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t h e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“Sky  and  ea r t h  and  th e  ‘M ou nd s  o f  H or us ’  h a ve  b een  g i ven  t o  

yo u ,  yo u  ha ve  t r a ve l l ed  ab ou t  t h e  ‘M ou n ds  o f  S e t h ’ .”                            

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  21 0) .  

2 1 .  Tex t  8 41  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t h e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“Se th  i s  r e l eas ed  f r om bonds  < . . .>Se th  i s  r e l ea s ed  f r om  the  

‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  who  i s  f i rml y  es t ab l i shed . . . ”                                       

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  29 ) .  

2 2 .  Tex t  8 43  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  th e  b r ead  an d  bee r  o f f e r i n gs .  

“<. . .>  i n can ta t i on s  wh i ch  ar e  g i ven  for  N .   Th i s  hwg- ca ke  i s  

u p on  A nu b i s .   Th e  ‘co n f ed era cy  o f  H or us  a nd  S e th ’  ha s  no  

p ow er  ove r  h i m,  t hey  b e in g  fa r  rem o ved  f ro m th i s  wh i ch  i s  

g i ven  to  you  for  t h i s  b r ead  and  th i s  b ee r .”                                                                    

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  30 ) .  

2 3 .  Tex t  8 46  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  i nc lu d es  th e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

“Di s tu rber  who  i s  s en t  i n  s to rm ,  mes senger  o f  Se th  l i v i ng  on  

w ha t  yo u  s t ea l :  Opp os e  yo ur  fa ce  t o  t h e  ea r t h -god  < . . .> .”               

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  31 ) .  

2 4 .  Tex t  8 58  

A  l en g th y t ex t  w h ich  co n t a i ns  t h e  t wo  f o l l o win g  p as s ages :  

“O N ,  t a ke  t h e  f i nger  o f  S e th  w h i ch  cau s es  t he  w h i t e  ‘E ye  o f  

H o ru s ’  t o  s ee .  

  O  N ,  Ta ke  th e  wh i t e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’ ,  w h i ch  i l l u mi n es  t h e  t i p  

o f  t h e  f i nger  o f  S e th .”  

“I  br ing  wha t  e xpands  t h e  hear t  o f  S e th ,  I  g i v e  wha t  e xpands  

t h e  h ea r t  o f  S e t h ,  I  g i v e  t h em to  yo u ,  so  s e i z e  t h em an d  jo i n  

t h em  t o  yours e l f .”                                                                            

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  37 -3 8 ) .  
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2 5 .  Tex t  8 59  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t h e  t wo  f o l l o win g  p ass ages :  

“O N ,  t a ke  th e  w h i t e  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’  wh i ch  i l l u mi nes  t h e  t i p  o f  

t h e  f i nger  o f  S e th .”  

“O N ,  I  b r i ng  to  you  t h e  two  ‘E yes  o f  H o ru s ’ ,  I  b r in g  wha t  

e xp an ds  t he  h ear t  o f  S e th ,  I  g i v e  w ha t  e xpa nd s  th e  h ea r t  o f  

Se th ,  I  g i v e  t h em to  you .”                                                                                   

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  38 -3 9 ) .  

2 6 .  Tex t  8 82  

A  sh or t  t ex t  t ha t  t e r mi n a t es  wi t h  t h e  fo l l ow in g  pa ss age :  

“Horus  s ecure s  t h e  rope  o f  S e t h  when  he  f e r r i e s  h im acros s ,  

and  s ee ,  my  ba rk  i s  p l aced  on  t ho s e  who  ar e  yonder .”                         

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  47 ) .  

2 7 .  Tex t  9 01  

A  t ex t  co nce r n ed  wi th  a  s p e l l  fo r  p ro ceed in g  t o  t h e  ga t e s  an d  

w i t h  th os e  w ho  a r e  i n  ch ar ge  o f  t h e  ga t e s  o f  t h e  t omb ,  i t  

co n c l ud es  wi t h  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  s en t en ce :  

“The  room  o f  ‘H er  w ho  i s  h id d en ,  mi s t r e s s  o f  p a t hs ’ ,  w ho  

gu ides  Horus  and  Se t h  when  t he  bark  pas s es  b y .”                                      

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  6 ) .  

2 8 .  Tex t  9 41  

A  med i um s i z ed  t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  a  r e f e r en ce  t o  “ the  company  

o f  S e th . . .”                                                                               

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  80 ) .  

2 9 .  Tex t  9 96  

“I  have  come  her e  w i th  a  s k i n -b o t t l e ;  t h e  b ee r  i n  i t  i s  s ta l e ,  

t h e  cup  in  i t  i s  b r oken ,  t h e  ve s s e l  i n  i t  i s  t he  < . . . >  o f  K hnu m  

i n  h i s  mo u t h .   H e  ha s  m ou l d ed  me  <. . .>  h e  ha s  t r ea t ed  me  i l l  

f o r  a  y ear .  

“Wha t  i s  i t  i n t o  wh i ch  you  have  l ooked?”  say s  Tho th  <. . .>  

d r i n k in g  wa t e r  f o r  t ha t  p r eg na n t  wo ma n  a nd  b eer  f o r  t h a t  

p r eg na n t  wo m an  –  a n d  v i ce  v e r s a  < . . .>  wh o  p er mi t s  S e th  to  

b r ea th e  b eca us e  h e  i s  d i sh eve l l ed  th rou g h  t h em ;  S e t h  w i l l  

co m e  < . . . >   As  fo r  m y  re s t ra i n t  o f  Nr t ,  t h a t  h oo f  w h i ch  i s  i n  

t h e  co i l  o f  Re  w i l l  b e  g i ven  to  h im  who  co m es  f or  i t ,  an d  h e  
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wi l l  h ave  p ow er  o ve r  < . . . > ,  t h e  gr ea t  o n es  s ha l l  b eco m e l e s s er  

o n es ,  an d  i t  sh a l l  no t  com e  t o  pa ss  t h a t  I  sp ea k  b u t  a m no t  

h ear d .   Sh a l l  I  w ho  sa y  t h i s  b e  o pp os ed  w h en  H nn sw  speaks?”      

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  10 4) .  

3 0 .  Tex t  1 01 1  

A  l en g th y t ex t  t h a t  co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

“Three  po r t i on s  o f  m ine  a r e  in  t h e  ‘H ou s e  o f  H or us ’ ,  tw o  

p or t i ons  o f  mi n e  are  in  t h e  ‘H ou s e  o f  S e th ’ . ”                                                                                                                                            

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  11 1) .  

3 1 .  Tex t  1 11 8  

“The  Mans ion  o f  Os i r i s .   The  land  o f  s p i r i t s .   S e th  o f  t h e  l and  

o f  sp i r i t s . ”                                                                              

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  16 3) .  

3 2 .  Tex t  1 14 3  

“Dr ive  o f f  t h e  t e r r ib l e  ones  f rom the  ea r t h -g ods ,  p r o t ec t  t h e  

G r ea t  L ad y ,  s ep ar a t e  t h e  tw o  Co mb at an t s  i n  60 3  s to rm s .   

T h er e  ar e  6 00  in  t he  br ead th  o f  w ha t  i s  o ve r  t h i s  l a ke .   O  S hu ,  

N u ,  A tu m,  R e ,  Ol d  O n e ,  I  ha ve  p as sed  b y  S hu ,  Nu  A tu m,  Re ,  

t h e  Ol d  On e ,  t h e  f ou r  S e t hs ,  P ta h ,  S ia  w ho  i s  i n  h i s  Eye ,  t h e  

t o r ch  an d  t h e  f i r e ;  h i s  p ow er  i s  t h e  t e r r or  o f  N u  wh o  f as h io n ed  

t h e  bo d y  o f  H or us ,  m o r e  po t en t  t h an  h i s  f e l l o ws ;  t h e  F a l co n ,  

t h e  Du ck  a nd  t he  P l u me  o n  th e  ‘D a y o f  S c ra t ch i ng ’ ;  t h ey  a r e  

s a f e  a f t er  t h e  d es t ru c t io n ,  a nd  w ha t  t hey  pr a y  f or  i s  e t e rn i t y .   

S ca t t e r  t ow ar d  t h em ,  O  yo u  wh os e  fa ce  i s  h i dd en ;  ma ke  a  p l an  

f or  yo ur  ar m s  a ccor d i ng  t o  yo ur  mo vem en t s ,  Hor us  t h e  E l d er  

i s  i n  t h e  m id d l e  o f  t h e  up p er  s t ar s  an d  o pp os i t e  t h e  l ow er  

ones .”                                                                                 

( Fau lk n er  2 00 4 :  I I I ,  17 7) .  
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1 7 .  A PPE N DI X  3  TH E B OO K O F THE  DE AD .  

1 7 .1  Th e  n e ga t i v e  s pe l l s  (2 6  in  nu mber ,  1 .4%  of  to t a l  t ex t s )   

S p e l l  9  ( Fau l kn e r  19 7 2 :  37 ) ;  a  sp e l l  fo r  go in g  ou t  i n to  t h e  d ay 

a f t e r  op en in g  th e  to mb ,  s t a t es :  

‘O  you  sou l ,  g r ea t l y  ma j es t i c ,  b eho ld ,  I  have  come  tha t  I  may  s ee  

yo u ;  I  o pen  th e  N e th e rw or l d  th a t  I  m ay  s ee  m y  f a t h er  O s i r i s  a nd  

d r i ve  aw a y  da rkn ess ,  f o r  I  a m b e lo ved  o f  h i m.  

I  ha ve  co m e  t ha t  I  m a y  s ee  m y  fa th er  O s i r i s  an d  t ha t  I  ma y  cu t  

o u t  t he  h ear t  o f  S e th  w ho  h as  h ar m ed  m y  f a t h er  O s i r i s .   I  h ave  

o p en ed  up  eve r y  pa t h  w h i ch  i s  i n  t h e  sky  an d  on  ea r th ,  f o r  I  am  

t h e  w e l l -b e l o ved  s on  o f  m y  fa t h er  Os i r i s .   I  a m no b l e ,  I  am  a  

s p i r i t ,  I  a m equ i pped ;  O  a l l  you r  go ds  a nd  a l l  yo u  sp i r i t s ,  

prepare  a  pa th  f or  me . ’  

S p e l l  1 7  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  4 4 -5 0 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  26 - 32 ) ;  a  spe l l  fo r  

a s cend i n g  an d  d es cen d i n g  in to  t he  god’ s  d om ai n  and  b ecom in g  a  

b l es sed  on e  i n  t h e  b eau t i f u l  w es t .   Th i s  i s  a  l en g t h y s p e l l  t ha t  

i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss ages :  

‘As  fo r  y es t e rday ,  t ha t  i s  Os i r i s .   As  f o r  t omorrow ,  t ha t  i s  Re  on  

t ha t  da y  in  wh i ch  th e  f o es  o f  t he  ‘Lo rd  o f  A l l ’  ( i . e .  t h e  

‘ co n fed e rac y o f  S e th ’ )  w er e  d es t r oyed  ( A l l en  ha s :  ann ih i l a t ed )  

and  h i s  s on  Horus  was  made  t o  r u l e . ’  

‘ I  r e s t or ed  t h e  Sacr ed  Eye  a f t e r  i t  had  been  in j ur ed  on  tha t  day  

w h en  th e  R i va l s  ( i . e .  Ho ru s  and  S e t h )  f ough t . ’   Al l en  ha s :   ‘ I  

f i l l ed  ou t  t h e  eye  a f t e r  i t s  i mp a i rm en t  o n  th a t  d ay  w h en  th e  Tw o  

Comrades  fough t . ’  

‘Wha t  do es  i t  m ea n?  I t  m ean s  t h e  da y  w h en  H or us  fo ug h t  w i th  

Se th  when  he  i n f l i c t ed  i n j ur y  on  Horus ’ s  f a ce  and  when  Horus  

t ook  away  Se th ’ s  t e s t i c l es .  ‘  

‘As  fo r  t ho s e  gods  t h e  ‘L or ds  o f  Ju s t i c e ’ ,  t h ey  a re  S e th  an d  

I s d es ,  ‘Lo rd  o f  t h e  Wes t ’ . ’  

S a ve  m e  f r om  t ha t  g o d  w ho  s t ea l s  s ou l s ,  wh o  la ps  u p  corr up t i on ,  

w ho  l i v es  o n  wh a t  i s  p u t r id ,  wh o  i s  i n  ch ar g e  o f  d ar kn ess ,  w ho  i s  

i m m ers ed  in  g l oo m ,  o f  w ho m th os e  wh o  ar e  a m on g  t h e  la ng u i d  

ones  a r e  a f ra i d .   Who  i s  h e?  He  i s  S e th . ’  

‘ I f  Horus  be  r espec t ed ,  S e t h  w i l l  b e  d i v i ne ,  an d  v i ce  v er sa . ’   

T hi s  i s  a  s t r an ge  s en t en ce  con t r a s t i n g  w i t h  a l l  t h e  n ega t ive  on es  
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t h a t  con ce rn  S e t h  bu t  ma y h a r k  b ack  to  Ho r us  and  S e t h  be i n g  

r u l e r s  o f  Lo w er  and  Up p er  E g yp t .  

‘As  fo r  W ad je t ,  ‘Lad y  o f  t h e  D evo ur ing  F la m e ’ ,  s h e  i s  t he  ‘E ye  

o f  R e ’ .   As  f o r  t h ose  f ew  w ho  a p pro a ch  he r ,  i t  m ea ns  th a t  t he  

co n f edera cy  o f  S e th  ar e  n ea r  h er ,  b eca us e  w ha t  i s  near  he r  i s  

burn ing . ’  

S p e l l  1 8  ( Al l en  197 4 :  3 2 -3 4) ;  a  m ed iu m l en g th  s p e l l  t h a t  

co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p h r as e :  

‘Th e  g r ea t  C ou n c i l  t h a t  i s  a t  t h e  gr ea t  ear th - f e r t i l i s i ng  in  

B u s i r i s  means  when  Se th ’ s  gang  came  hav ing  as sumed  the i r  f o rm  

o f  go a t s .   T h en  ( they )  w ere  s la ug h t ered  b e fo re  t h es e  go ds  s o  th a t  

t h e i r  b lo od  d r ip p ed  f r om  t h em ,  an d  wer e  g i ven  b y  as s ig nm en t  t o  

t h e  dwel l e r s  i n  Bus i r i s . ’  

S p e l l  1 9  ( Al l en  19 7 4 :  3 4 -3 5) ;  a  s pe l l  f o r  w r ea t hs  o f  v i nd i ca t io n  

b eg i ns  w i th  t h e  fo l l o win g  p as sage  to  b e  s a i d  b y t h e  d ecea s ed :  

‘Thy  f a the r  A tum  b i nd s  fo r  t h ee  t h i s  beau t i f u l  w rea th  o f  

v i nd i ca t i on  o n  th i s  t h y  br ow .   L i ve ,  b e lo ved  o f  t h e  g od s ;  ma yes t  

t ho u  l i v e  f o r ever .   O s i r i s  p r es id i ng  o ve r  t he  Wes t e rn ers  ha s  

v i nd i ca t ed  t h ee  ag a i ns t  t h y  enemi e s .   Th y  f a th e r  G eb  a ss ign s  to  

t h ee  h i s  wh o l e  i n h er i ta n ce .   C o m e!  Pra i s e  b e  to  t hee  a s  on e  

v i nd i ca t ed ,  O  Hor us ,  so n  o f  I s i s  an d  so n  o f  Os i r i s ,  on  t h e  th ro n e  

o f  t h y  f a th er  Os i r i s ,  ove r t hro win g  th y  en emi e s .   H e  d e f i n i t e l y  

a s s ig ns  to  t h ee  t h e  w ho le  o f  t h e  T wo  La n ds .   A t u m has  a s s ig n ed  

a n d  t h e  En n ea d  ha s  con f i r m ed  t h e  t wo  r eg i on s  o f  b ea u t y  t o  t h e  

v i nd i ca t ed  on e ,  Hor us  t h e  s on  o f  I s i s  a n d  s on  o f  Os i r i s ,  f o r ever  

a n d  ever ,  e ven  t o  Os i r i s  N  ( t h e  N  h er e  b e in g  t h e  n am e o f  t h e  

d eceas ed ) .   Os i r i s  p r es id i ng  o ve r  t h e  Wes t e rn ers ,  t h e  t wo  

s an c tu ar i e s  o f  t h e  g o ds  to g e th e r  an d  eve r y  go d  a nd  eve ry  

g o dd es s  w ho  i s  i n  t h e  s ky  a nd  in  t h e  ea r t h  ar e  v in d i ca t ing  Ho ru s ,  

t h e  so n  o f  I s i s  a nd  s on  o f  Os i r i s ,  a ga in s t  h i s  en em i es  b e fo r e  

O s i r i s  p r es id i ng  o ve r  t he  Wes t e rn ers  an d  v in d i ca t in g  O s i r i s  N .  

a g a in s t  h i s  en em ie s  b e f or e  O s i r i s  p r e s i d i ng  o ver  t he  Wes te r n er s ,  

U n no fe r  t h e  so n  o f  N u t ,  on  th i s  d ay  o f  h i s  v in d i ca t i on  a ga i ns t  

Se th  and  h i s  gang . ’  

S p e l l  2 0  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  5 0 ;  A l l en  1 97 4 :  3 5 -3 6)  h a s  t h e  

d eceas ed  app ea l in g  to  T ho th  to  v in d i ca t e  h i m b ef o r e  t h e  

t r i bu n a l s  o f  t he  god s  and  i n c lu d es  th e  f o l l o win g  p as s age :  

‘ I n  t h e  p r es ence  o f  t h e  gr ea t  t r i buna l ,  w h i ch  i s  i n  H e l io po l i s ,  on  

t ha t  n ig h t  o f  b a t t l e ,  an d  o f  f e l l i ng  t hos e  w ho  r ebe l l ed . ’            
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T hi s  r e f e r s  t o  t he  ba t t l e  b e t ween  H or us  an d  S e th  an d  t h e  d e f ea t  

o f  t he  l a t t e r  an d  h i s  co n f ed e r ac y.  

S p e l l  2 3  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  5 1 -5 2 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  36 )  i s  a  sp e l l  fo r  

o p en in g  t h e  mo u th  o f  t he  deceas ed  and  in c l ud es  th e  f o l l ow i n g  

p a ss age :  

‘Tho th  comes  i ndeed ,  f i l l ed  and  equ ipped  w i t h  mag i c ,  and  t h e  

b o nds  o f  S e th  w h i ch  r e s t r i c t ed  my  mou th  h a ve  been  lo osen ed .   

A tu m  h as  wa rd ed  th em  o f f  an d  ha s  cas t  awa y  t he  r e s t r i c t i on s  o f  

Se th . ’  

S p e l l  2 8  ( Al l en  197 4 :  3 8 -3 9)  i s  a  sp e l l  fo r  no t  a l l o wi n g  th e  

b r e a s t  o f  t h e  d eceas ed  to  b e  t ak en  aw ay f r o m  h im and  i n c l ud es  

t h e  fo l l ow in g  pa ss age :  

‘O  crushers  o f  Os i r i s ,  h e  has  s een  Se th .   O  turn  back  i n  pur su i t  

o f  h im  who  smot e  h im ,  f o r  h e  has  caused  de s t ruc t i on . ’  

S p e l l  6 0  ( Al l en  197 4 :  5 5 )  i s  a  s p e l l  fo r  h av i n g  w at e r  a va i l ab l e  t o  

t h e  d ecea s ed ,  i t  s t a t e s :      

‘ I  am  N .   Opened  fo r  me  ar e  t h e  doub l e  doors  o f  t h e  s ky ,  par t ed  

f o r  m e  a r e  t h e  do ub l e  do or s  o f  t h e  c e l e s t i a l  w a t er s ,  b y  Th o t h  an d  

b y  Ha p i ,  t ha t  i s ,  Ha p i  o f  t h e  s ky ,  vas t  a t  ea r l y  m orn .  

M a y  ye  l e t  m e  ha ve  wa t e r  a va i l a b l e  as  wh en  S e th  r ob b ed  h i s  f oe  

o n  th i s  d ay  w h en  the  ‘T wo  La nd s ’  r ag ed .  

T h e  e l d er s  es cor t  t o  m e  t h e  ob la t io n  th a t  i s  i n  t h e  cor n er  ( i . e .  o f  

t h e  sk y) .   As  t h ey  es cor t  t h i s  g r ea t  God ,  t h e  eq u ip p ed  b l es s ed  

o n e  wh os e  na m e  i s  u n kn ow n ,  s o  t h e  e ld e s t  e s co r t s  m e  t o  t h e  

ob la t i on .   I  am  N . ’  

S p e l l  6 5  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  6 9 ;  A l l en  1 97 4 :  6 0 -6 1)  i s  a  sp e l l  fo r  

go i n g  o u t  i n to  t h e  d a y an d  h av in g  p ow er  o v e r  on e ’s  en em ie s  and  

i n c lu d es  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

‘Do  no t  p ermi t  me  t o  b e  carr i ed  o f f  a s  boo t y  t o  Os i r i s ,  f o r  I  have  

n eve r  been  in  t h e  ‘co n f edera cy  o f  S e th ’ ,  O  you  w ho  s i t  on  yo ur  

co i l s  b e for e  Hi m wh os e  s ou l  i s  s t r on g ,  l e t  m e  s i t  on  th e  th ro n e  o f  

R e  a nd  t a ke  po ss es s io n  o f  m y  b od y  b e fo r e  G eb ;  m a y  you  gr an t  

t ha t  Os i r i s  ma y  g o  f or t h  v in d i ca t ed  a ga in s t  S e t h ;  ma y  th e  dr ea ms  

o f  Se th  be  t h e  dr eams  o f  a  crocod i l e . ’  

S p e l l  7 8  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  7 4 -7 8 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  67 - 69 )  i s  a  l en g t h y 

s p e l l  fo r  b e i n g  t r ans f o rm ed  i n to  a  d iv in e  f a l co n ;  i t  co n t a in s  t h e  

f o l lo wi n g  p a ss ages :  
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‘ I  say :  How migh t y  i s  Horus !   I  cau se  t h em  t o  know  t ha t  t h e  

t e r r or  o f  h im  i s  g r ea t ,  and  t ha t  h i s  horn  i s  sharp  aga in s t  S e th . ’  

‘ I  d es i r e  t r i umph  ove r  my  enemies .   May  t h e  mys t e r i es  b e  

u n co vered  fo r  m e ,  m a y  th e  s ecr e t  ca ver ns  b e  o p en ed  t o  me ,  ma y  I  

en t er  i n to  t h e  ‘Lo rd  o f  t h e  So u l ’ ,  g r ea t l y  ma j e s t i c ,  ma y  I  co m e  

f or t h  t o  B us i r i s  and  go  a l l  ove r  h i s  ma ns io n ,  m a y  I  t e l l  h i m  th e  

a f f a i r s  o f  h i s  so n  wh o m h e  l o ves ,  w h i l e  t h e  h ea r t  o f  S e th  i s  cu t  

ou t . ’  

‘Be  h igh  upon  your  s ea t ,  O  Os i r i s :  may  your  br eas t  l i v e  and  your  

b u t to cks  b e  v ig or ou s .   Le t  you r  hear t  j ub i la t e ,  f o r  you  t r i u mp h  

o ve r  S e th ,  an d  you r  so n  H or us  h as  b een  p la ced  up on  yo ur  

t h rone . ’  

S p e l l  8 0  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  7 8 -7 9 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  80 )  i s  a  sp e l l  fo r  

m ak in g  t r ans f o rm at i on  i n to  a  go d  and  g i v in g  l i gh t  and  d ar k n es s ;  

i t  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo w in g  pa ss age :  

‘ I  f i l l ed  t h e  eye  when  i t  was  no th i n g  be f or e  th e  6
t h

 d ay  f ea s t  h ad  

co m e .   I  j ud g ed  S e th  i n  t h e  up p er  ch am b ers  i n  a dd i t i on  to  t h e  

e l ders  (who  were )  w i th  h im . ’  

S p e l l  8 3  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  8 0 -8 1 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  71 - 72 )  i s  a  sp e l l  f o r  

b e in g  t r ans fo r med  in to  a  ph o en ix ;  i t  con t a in s  t h e  f o l l o wing  

p a ss age :  

‘Horus  who  makes  b r i gh tnes s  w i t h  h i s  p er son ,  t ha t  god  who  was  

aga in s t  S e t h . ’  

S p e l l  8 6  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  8 3 -8 4 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  73 - 74 )  i s  a  sp e l l  f o r  

b e in g  t r ans fo r med  in to  a  sw a l lo w ,  an d  co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  

p a ss age :  

‘Horus  i s  i n  co mm an d  o f  t he  S a cr ed  Ba r k ,  a nd  t h e  t h r on e  o f  h i s  

f a t he r  O s i r i s  ha s  been  g i ven  to  h i m ,  wh i l e  t h a t  S e t h ,  t he  s on  o f  

N u t ,  i s  i n  bonds  because  o f  wha t  he  ha s  done . ’  

S p e l l  9 0  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  8 5 ;  A l l en  1 97 4 :  7 5 )  i s  a  s p e l l  fo r  

r emo vi n g  fo o l i sh  sp eech  f ro m  t h e  mou th ,  and  co n t a i ns  t h e  

f o l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

‘Turn  away  a t  t he  sen t ence  wh i ch  I s i s  s poke  when  you  came  t o  

p u t  f o l l y  i n to  t h e  mo u t h  o f  O s i r i s  a t  t he  d es i r e  o f  h i s  en em y  S e th ,  

say i ng  to  you :  ‘May  your  fa ce  be  downcas t  a t  s ee ing  th i s  f a ce  o f  

m ine! ’ ’  
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S p e l l  9 9  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  9 0 -9 7 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  78 - 81 )  i s  a  l en g t h y 

s p e l l  co n cer n ed  w i th  t h e  p ro v i s io n  o f  a  bo a t  fo r  t h e  d ecea s ed  t o  

c r o s s  t h e  ce l es t i a l  r i ve r .   I t  con s i s t s  o f  t h r ee  p a r t s :  i n  p a r t  o n e  

t h e  ce l e s t i a l  f e r r ym an ,  M ah a f ,  i s  r eq u es t ed  to  a ro us e  A q en  wh o  

h a s  ch ar ge  o f  t h e  bo a t ;  i n  p a r t  t wo  A qen  h av i n g  b een  a rou s ed  

r a i s e s  ob jec t io ns  an d  in  p a r t  t h r ee  th e  d eceas ed  h a s  t o  d ec l a r e  

t h e  n am es  o f  t h e  v a r i ou s  pa r t s .   I t  i n c lu d es  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  

p a ss ages :  

‘O  f e r r yman ,  b r ing  me  th i s  wh i ch  was  b rough t  t o  Horus  on  

a ccou n t  o f  h i s  e ye  a n d  w h i ch  w as  br ou g h t  t o  S e t h  on  a cco u n t  o f  

h i s  t e s t i c l es ;  t h e r e  l eap s  up  th e  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’  wh i ch  f e l l  i n  t he  

eas t ern  s i d e  o f  t h e  s ky  s o  t ha t  i t  may  pro t ec t  i t s e l f  f r om Se t h . ’  

‘ . . . h er  end -p i eces  ar e  t he  ha i r  wh i ch  i s  under  th e  ta i l  o f  S e th ; ’  

‘ I t  i s  t h e  c lo th  wh ich  came  ou t  o f  Sutyu  w h en  Ho ru s  an d  th e  

Ombi t e  k i s s ed  on  New  Year ’ s  Day . ’  

‘”Te l l  me  my  name,”  say  t h e  oa r - l o op s .   ( Al l en  h as  h a l ya r d -

b ags )  ‘You  have  been  made  w i th  t he  h ide  o f  t h e  Mn evi s - bu l l  a nd  

t h e  t endons  o f  S e t h . ’  

S p e l l  1 10  ( Fau l kn e r  19 72 :  10 3 - 10 8 ;  Al l en  19 74 :  87 - 90 )  i s  

co n cer n ed  wi t h  ca r r yi n g  o u t  v a r i ou s  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  F i e ld s  o f  

R us h es  and  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo w in g  pa ss age :  

‘He  says :  ‘The  Fa lcon  ha s  been  ta ken  by  Se t h ,  and  I  have  s een  

t h e  da ma g e  in  t h e  F i e l d  o f  Of f er i ng s ;  I  h a ve  re l ea sed  the  Fa l co n  

f ro m S e t h ,  I  o p en ed  th e  p a th s  o f  R e  o n  t h i s  da y  wh en  t h e  sky  

m o an ed  b ecau s e  o f  S e th  a nd  th e  w a t er  r os e  h ig h  becau s e  S e th  

w as  vexed  a t  t h e  w in d  fo r  i t s  b r in g i ng  l i f e  t o  h i m  wh o  w as  in  h i s  

eg g  an d  r es cu in g  h i m  wh o  w as  i n  t h e  w om b ( i . e .  Ho ru s )  f r o m t h e  

‘S i l en t  On es ’ . ’  

S p e l l  1 12  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  10 8 - 10 9 ;  Al l en  19 74 :  91 )  i s  a  s p e l l  

f o r  k no wi n g  th e  ‘So u l s  o f  P e ’  and  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo wi n g p as s age  

w h ich  i s  v i r tu a l l y  i d en t i c a l  t o  Co f f in  T ex t  1 57  ( s ee  p age  1 9 7) :  

‘And  Re  sa i d :  “Look  aga in  a t  yonder  b l ack  p ig .”   And  Horus  

l oo ked  a t  t h i s  b l a ck  p i g ,  a nd  H or us  cr i ed  ou t  b ecau s e  o f  t h e  

cond i t i on  o f  h i s  i n ju r ed  eye ,  say ing:  “Beho ld ,  my  eye  i s  l i k e  t ha t  

f i r s t  wound  wh i ch  Se th  in f l i c t ed  on  my  eye ,”  and  Horus  f a i n t ed  

b e fo re  h im.   The  Re  sa id :  “Pu t  h im on  h i s  b ed  un t i l  h e  i s  we l l .”    

I t  s o  ha d  ha pp en ed  th a t  S e t h  ha d  t r ans fo rm ed  h i ms e l f  i n to  a  

b la ck  p i g  an d  ha d  p ro j ec t ed  a  wo un d  i n t o  h i s  e ye ,  an d  Re  sa id :  

“The  p ig  i s  d e t es t ab l e  t o  Horus .”  



232 
 

S p e l l  1 34  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  12 2 - 12 3 ;  Al l en  19 74 :  10 9 -1 10)  i s  a  

s p e l l  fo r  m ak i n g  a  s p i r i t  wo r t h y ;  i t  con t a in s  t h e  f o l l o wing  

p a ss age :  

‘N .  i s  Horus ;  h i s  mo ther  I s i s  bor e  h im,  Neph thys  nur sed  h im,  

j u s t  a s  t h ey  d i d  fo r  H or us ,  i n  or d er  t o  dr i ve  awa y  th e  

‘co n f ed era cy  o f  S e th ’ . ’  

S p e l l  1 37 a  ( Fau l kne r  19 7 2 :  12 7 - 13 0 ;  A l l en  19 74 :  11 3 - 115 )  i s  a  

s p e l l  fo r  f ou r  t o r ches  t ha t  a r e  us ed  i n  c e r emo ni es  fo r  t h e  d ead  

s p i r i t ;  i t  con t a in s  t h e  fo l lo wi n g  t wo  pa s s ages :  

1 .  ‘The  ‘E ye  o f  Hor us ’  com es  in t a c t  a nd  s h i n i ng  l i k e  R e  in  t h e  

h or i z on ;  i t  co ver s  u p  th e  p ow er s  o f  S e t h  w h o  w ou ld  p oss es s  

i t ,  f o r  i t  i s  h e  wh o  w ou ld  f e t ch  i t  f o r  h i ms e l f ,  a nd  i t  i s  ho t  

a g a in s t  h i m  wh en  he  i s  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  t h e  i n ta c t  ‘Eye  o f  

H o ru s ’ . ’  

2 .  ‘ . . . so  s pr ead  your  p ro t ec t i on  over  N .  a s  when  you  r emoved  

t h e  i m p ed i m en t  f rom  Os i r i s ,  ‘F or emo s t  o f  t h e  Wes t e rn ers ’ ,  

s o  t h a t  h e  mi gh t  l i ve  w i t h  t h e  go ds  a nd  dr i ve  Se th  f r o m 

h i m;  a s  w h en  a t  daw n  Ho ru s  b eca m e s t ro ng  t ha t  h e  h i m s e l f  

m i gh t  p ro tec t  h i s  f a th e r  Os i r i s  w h en  w ro ng  wa s  do n e  t o  

your  f a the r  when  you  drove  Se th  o f f . ’  

S p e l l  1 37 b  ( Fau lk ne r  19 72 :  13 2 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  11 5 )  i s  a  s pe l l  fo r  

k in d l i n g  a  t o r ch  fo r  N .  an d  s t a t e s :  

‘The  b r i gh t  ‘E ye  o f  H or us ’  co mes ,  t he  g lo r i ous  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’  

co m es ;  w e l com e ,  O  you  w ho  s h in e  l i k e  R e  in  t he  h or i z on .   I t  

d r i v es  o f f  t h e  p ow er s  o f  S e t h  f r om  u pon  t h e  f e e t  o f  Hi m  wh o  

b r i ng s  i t .   I t  i s  Se th  w ho  wo u l d  ta ke  po ss e s s i on  o f  i t ,  b u t  i t s  hea t  

i s  ag a i ns t  h im ;  th e  t o r ch  com es .   Wh en  w i l l  i t  a r r i v e?   I t  co m es  

n ow ,  t ra ve rs i ng  t h e  s ky  b eh i nd  R e  o n  th e  h an ds  o f  your  tw o  

s i s t e r s ,  O  R e .   L i ve ,  l i v e ,  O  ‘E ye  o f  Ho ru s ’ ,  f o r  h e  i s  t h e  ‘Pi l la r -

o f -h i s -M ot h er ’  p r i e s t . ’  

S p e l l  1 45  ( Al l en  19 7 4 :  12 3 -1 33 )  i s  a  s p e l l  fo r  en t e r i n g  th e  s ec r e t  

p o r t a l  o f  O s i r i s  i n  t h e  ‘ Fi e lds  o f  R ushes ’ ;  i t  co n t a i ns  t he  

f o l lo wi n g  t wo  p a ssages :  

1 .  ‘ I  am  pure  w i t h  t h es e  wa t er s  wherewi th  Un n ef e r  p ur i f i ed  

h i ms e l f  a t  h i s  g o i ng  t o  l aw  w i th  S e t h ;  I  ca us ed  t ha t  

U n n ef e r  t r i umphed . ’  

2 .  ‘ I  am  pure  w i t h  t hos e  wa t er s  wherewi th  Is d ez  pur i f i ed  

h i ms e l f  w hen  h e  en t e red  to  q u es t io n  Se t h  t h er e  w i t h i n  the  

s ec r e t  chamber . ’    
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S p e l l  1 51  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  14 5 - 14 8 ;  Al l en  1 9 74 :  14 7 -1 50)  i s  a  

s p e l l  fo r  a  s ec r e t  head  whi ch  con t a ins  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  p as sage :  

‘ . . . l ead  h im on  fa i r  roads  tha t  h e  may  obs t ruc t  t h e  ‘con f ed era cy  

o f  S e th ’  f o r  you  (Al l en  h as :  ‘ t hou  sm i t e s t  f o r  h im  ‘Se t h ’ s  Gang ’ ,  

t ho u  o ver t hr ow es t  f o r  h i m h i s  enemi e s  benea th  h im’ ) . ’  

S p e l l  1 63  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  15 8 - 16 0 )  i s  a  s p e l l  fo r  p r ev en t i n g  a  

m an’ s  co rp se  f rom  r o t t i n g;  Al l en  do es  n o t  r e f e r  t o  an y m en t io n  

o f  S e t h  bu t  Fau lk ne r  h as  t h e  fo l lo wi ng  p a ss age :  

‘H i s  h ead  sha l l  no t  b e  cu t  o f f .  H e  s ha l l  n o t  b e  d es t r oyed  b y  t h e  

kn i f e  o f  S e t h . ’  

S p e l l  1 73  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  17 2 - 17 3 ;  Al l en  19 74 :  18 1 -1 82)  i s  a  

s p e l l  o f  p r a i se  fo r  t h e  d eceas ed  in  t h e  r ea lm  o f  t h e  d ead .   I t  

co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  fo ur  p a s s ages :  

1 .  ‘Ho  Os i r i s !  I  am your  son  Horus ;  I  have  come  t ha t  I  may  

s la y  fo r  you  h im  wh o  m u t i l a t ed  you . ’   A l l en  h a s  ‘ I  have  

come  to  s la y  fo r  t hee  th y  in jur e r . ’  

2 .  ‘Ho  Os i r i s !   I  am  your  s on  Horus ;  I  have  come ,  hav ing  

t hrus t  my  hand  aga ins t  t ho s e  who  r ebe l l ed  aga ins t  you . ’   

A l l en  h as  ‘ I  have  pu t  f o r th  my  hand  aga ins t  t h em  t ha t  r ebe l  

aga in s t  t h ee . ’  

3 .  H o  O s i r i s !  I  a m  you r  so n  H or us ;  I  h ave  com e ,  ha v i ng  

b ro ug h t  t o  yo u  th e  ‘co n f ed era cy  o f  S e th ’  w i th  t h e i r  bo n ds  

on  th em. ’   Al len  h as  ‘ I  have  brough t  t o  t h ee  Se th ’ s  gang ,  

t h e i r  bonds  upon  them . ’  

4 .   H o  Os i r i s !   I  a m  yo ur  s on  Ho rus ;  I  ha ve  co m e ,  h a v in g  

m a d e  f or  y o u  a  ma ss a cr e  o f  t ho s e  w ho  r eb e l l ed  ag a in s t  

yo u . ’   A l l en  h as  ‘ I  have  s l a in  f o r  t h ee . ’  

S p e l l  1 75  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  17 5 ;  Al l en  1 9 74 :  1 83 - 18 5)  i s  a  sp e l l  

f o r  n o t  d yi n g  aga i n ; ,  i t  con ta in s  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  p as s age :  

‘N . :   Bu t  t h e  sou l  o f  S e t h  w i l l  t rave l  f u r t her  t h an  a l l  t h e  g o ds .  

A TU M :   I  ha ve  ca us ed  h i s  s ou l  w h i ch  i s  i n  t h e  b ar k  to  b e  

r e s t r a i ned ,  so  tha t  t h e  body  o f  t h e  god  may  be  a f ra i d . ’  

A l l en  h as  N .  r eq u es t in g  o f  At um :  “And  has  Se th ’ s  s ou l ,  ra the r  

t han  thos e  o f  a l l  t he  o t her  gods ,  b een  s en t  t o  t h e  Wes t ?”  To  

wh i ch  A tum  r ep l i es :  “ I  have  pu t  under  guard  h i s  sou l  t ha t  i s  i n  

t h e  ba rk ,  t ha t  h e  may  no t  cause  th e  god ’ s  body  t o  f ea r .”  
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S p e l l  1 89  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  18 5 - 18 8 ;  Al l en  19 74 :  21 1 -2 13)  i s  a  

s p e l l  fo r  p r ev en t i ng  a  m an  f r om go in g  u ps i d e  do wn  an d  f r o m 

ea t i n g  f aece s ;  t h e  l a s t  t w o  p ar ag r aph s  s t a t e :  

‘Men  w i l l  t h r e sh  for  me  as  f o r  t h e  A pis - bu l l  wh o  pr es id es  o ver  

S a i s .  Men  w i l l  r eap  fo r  m e  as  f o r  S e t h ,  ‘L or d  o f  t h e  N or t he r n  

S ky ’ .  

O  you  wh o  tu rn  b ack  th e  i s h ed - t r ee  o n  yo ur  o wn  a cco un t ,  w ho  

u pr oo t  f a l s eh oo d ,  w ho s e  f a ces  ar e  p ur e ,  sh a l l  I  b e  w i th  t h e  

co n f edera t es  o f  S e th  on  th e  m ou n t a i n  o f  Bakh u?   I  w i l l  dw e l l  

w i th  t ho se  p o t en t  no b l e  d ead  in  o rd er  t o  e xca va t e  t h e  p oo l  o f  

O s i r i s  an d  t o  ru b  h i s  h ea r t ,  a nd  t h er e  s ha l l  b e  no  a ccus a t i on  

aga in s t  me ,  N ,  b y  any  l i v ing  person . ’  

1 7 .2  Th e  p os i t iv e  sp e l l s  ( 13  in  nu mb er ,  0 .7%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

S p e l l  8  ( Al l en  1 974 :  10 )  i s  a  sp e l l  fo r  p en e t r a t in g  th e  W es t  and  

go i n g  fo r t h  b y d a y  

‘Th i s  i s  Os i r i s  t h e  Wes t e rn er .   Os i r i s  kn ow s  h i s  s p e l l ,  t ha t  h e  

m a y  n o t  b e  yon d er .   I  sh a l l  n o t  b e  yond er ,  f o r  I  a m  S e t h  w ho  i s  

among  th e  gods .   I  have  no t  pe r i shed .   “Horus  r ep lace s  t h ee ;  h e  

coun t s  t h ee  among  t h e  gods  in  He l i opo l i s .”   I  know wha t  was  

d o ne  i n  R os e tau  and  i n  t h e  ‘Sa cred  Lan d ’ .  

S p e l l  3 2  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  5 6 -5 8 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  42 - 44 )  i s  a  sp e l l  f o r  

r ep e l l i n g  a  c ro co d i l e  w h i ch  co m es  to  t ak e  aw a y a  s p i r i t ’ s  m ag i c  

f r om  h im in  t he  r ea l m o f  t h e  dead ;  i t  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo win g  

p a ss age :  

‘Ge t  back ,  you  ‘c roco d i l e  o f  t h e  Wes t ’ ,  wh o  l i v es  o n  t h e  

‘U nw ear y i ng  S tar s ’ !   De t es t a t i on  o f  you  i s  i n  m y  b e l l y ,  f o r  I  

h a ve  ab so rb ed  the  power  o f  Os i r i s ,  and  I  am Se th . ’  

S p e l l  3 8A  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  58 -6 0 ;  A l l en  19 74 :  4 5 )  i s  a  s pe l l  fo r  

l i v i n g  b y a i r  i n  t h e  r e a l m o f  t h e  d ead ;  i t  con t a in s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  

p a ss age :  

‘ I  have  as soc i a t ed  w i th  Horus  and  Se th ,  t h e  ‘Two  Lo rd s ’ . ’   Al l en  

h a s :   ‘Horus  f ra t e rn i z e s  w i th  S e t h ,  and  t h e  E l de rs  i n t er ced e  f or  

m e  on  my  beha l f . ’  

S p e l l  3 9  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  6 0 -6 1 ;  Al l en  1 97 4 :  46 - 47 )  i s  a  sp e l l  f o r  

r ep e l l i n g  a  r e rek - sn ak e  in  t h e  rea lm o f  t h e  d ead .   I t  i s  i n  f a c t  t h e  

s p e l l  t h a t  en ab l e s  t h e  s n ak e ,  Ap op h i s ,  t o  b e  d e f ea t ed  b y S e t h  
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each  n i gh t  wh en  h e  a t t em pt s  t o  a t t ack  R e  in  h i s  b a rq u e .   I t  

co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  

‘O  Re ,  you r  c r ew . . .may  you  r e s t  t h e r e ,  f o r  you r  po s s es s ion s  ar e  

t h er e .   B r in g  to  t h e  h ous e ,  b r in g  yo ur  ‘E ye ’  t o  t he  h ou s e ,  b r in g  

w ha t  i s  go od ;  m a y  n o  ev i l  op po s i t i o n  co m e  fo r t h  f ro m you r  

m o u t h  ag a in s t  m e ,  f o r  I  am  S e t h ,  w ho  ca n  ra i s e  a  t u mu l t  o f  s t or m 

i n  th e  ho r i zo n  o f  t he  s ky  l i ke  o n e  wh ose  w i l l  i s  d es t r uc t ion . ’  

S p e l l  5 0  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  6 5 ;  A l l en  1 97 4 :  5 1 )  i s  a  s p e l l  fo r  n o t  

en t e r in g  t h e  go d ’s  p l ace  o f  ex ecu t i on ;  i t  con t a in s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  

p a ss age :  

‘The  kno t  was  t i ed  abou t  me  by  Se th ,  i n  whose  power  t h e  

‘E nn ead ’  w er e  a t  f i r s t ,  b e fo r e  up ro ar  h a d  co m e  in to  b e i ng ,  wh en  

he  caused  me  to  b e  ha l e . ’  

S p e l l  5 4  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  6 5 ;  A l l en  1 97 4 :  5 3 )  i s  a  s p e l l  fo r  

g i v in g  b r ea t h  to  N .  i n  t he  r e a lm  o f  t h e  d ead ;  i t  r e ad s  as  fo l l ow s :  

‘O  A tum ,  g i ve  me  th e  swee t  br ea th  wh i ch  i s  i n  your  nos t r i l ,  f o r  I  

a m  t h i s  E gg  w h i ch  i s  i n  t h e  ‘G r ea t  C ack l er ’ ,  I  a m th e  gua rd ia n  

o f  t h i s  g r ea t  b e i ng  w ho  s epar a t e s  t h e  ea r t h  f ro m  th e  s ky .   I f  I  

l i v e ,  sh e  w i l l  l i v e ;  I  g r ow  you ng ,  I  l i ve ,  I  b r ea th e  th e  a i r .   I  a m  

h e  w ho  s p l i t s  i r on ,  I  go  r ou nd  a bo u t  t he  Eg g .   To mo rr ow i s  min e  

t hr ou gh  t he  s t r i k ing - po wer  o f  H or us  an d  th e  s t r en g t h  o f  S e th .   O  

yo u  wh o  sw ee t en  the  s t a t e  o f  t h e  ‘Two  L an ds ’ ,  yo u  w i t h  wh o m 

a r e  pr o v i s io ns ,  yo u  w i t h  w h om  i s  l ap i s - l az u l i ,  bewa r e  o f  H i m 

who  i s  i n  h i s  n e s t ;  t h e  You th  goes  fo r th  aga in s t  you . ’  

S p e l l  6 2  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  6 8 ;  A l l en  1 97 4 :  5 5 )  i s  a  s p e l l  fo r  

d r in k in g  w at e r  i n  t h e  r ea lm  o f  t h e  d ead ;  i t  s t a t e s :  

‘May  th e  g r ea t  wa te r  b e  opened  f or  Os i r i s ,  may  th e  coo l  wa t er  o f  

T ho t h  an d  th e  wa t er  o f  Ha p i  b e  th ro wn  op en  f or  t h e  ‘Lo rd  o f  t h e  

H o r i z on ’  i n  t h i s  m y  n am e  o f  P ed su .   Ma y  I  b e  gr an t ed  pow er  ove r  

t h e  w a t er s  l i k e  t h e  l im bs  o f  Se th ,  ( Al l en  ha s :  ‘Mayes t  t hou  l e t  me  

have  wa t e r  ava i lab l e  l i k e  t h e  members  o f  S e t h ’ )  f o r  I  am  he  who  

c r os s es  t h e  s ky ,  I  am  th e  ‘L io n  o f  R e ’ ,  I  a m  th e  ‘S l a yer ’  w ho  ea t s  

t h e  f o r e l eg ,  t h e  l eg  o f  b ee f  i s  e x t end ed  to  me ,  l i mi t l e s s  e t e r n i t y  

i s  g i ven  t o  m e ,  f o r  I  a m he  w ho  in h er i t ed  e t er n i t y ,  t o  wh om  

eve r l as t ing  was  g i ven . ’     

 Sp e l l  10 8  ( Fau lk ne r  19 72 :  10 1 - 10 2 ;  A l l en  19 74 :  86 -8 7 )  i s  a  

s p e l l  fo r  k no wi n g  th e  s ou l s  o f  t h e  Wes t e rn e r s .   C on ce rn ed  w i th  

d e f ea t in g  a  s e rp en t  t h a t  i s  t h r ea t en in g  to  s to p  t h e  S ac r ed  Ba r k ,  i t  

co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p a ss age :  
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‘ Se t h  w i l l  p ro j ec t  a  l ance  o f  i r on  aga in s t  h im  and  w i l l  make  h im  

vo mi t  up  a l l  t h a t  he  ha s  swa l l ow ed .   Se t h  w i l l  p la ce  h i m b e fo re  

h i m an d  w i l l  s ay  t o  h i m  w i t h  m ag i c  p ow er :  “G et  ba ck  a t  t h e  

s ha rp  kn i f e  w h i ch  i s  i n  m y  ha nd!  I  s tan d  b e f or e  you ,  na v ig a t in g  

a r i gh t  an d  s ee in g  a f ar .   Co ver  your  f ace ,  f o r  I  f e r r y  a cr os s ;  g e t  

b a ck  b eca us e  o f  m e ,  f o r  I  am  t he  Ma le !   C over  you r  head ,  

c l eans e  t h e  pa l m  o f  you r  ha nd ;  I  a m  ha l e  an d  I  r emai n  ha l e ,  f o r  

I  a m t h e  gr ea t  m ag i c i an ,  t h e  s on  o f  Nu t ,  a nd  p ow er  a ga in s t  yo u  

h as  b een  gr an t ed  to  m e .   Wh o  i s  t h a t  s p i r i t  wh o  go es  on  h i s  

b e l l y ,  h i s  t a i l  an d  h i s  s p in e?   S ee ,  I  ha ve  g on e  a ga i ns t  yo u ,  an d  

yo ur  t a i l  i s  i n  m y  ha n d ,  f o r  I  a m on e  wh o  exh i b i t s  s t r eng th .   I  

h a ve  com e  t ha t  I  ma y  r e s cu e  th e  ear th - g od s  for  Re  s o  th a t  h e  

m a y  g o  t o  r es t  f o r  m e  i n  t h e  even i ng .   I  g o  ro un d  ab ou t  t h e  s ky ,  

b u t  yo u  ar e  in  t he  f e t t e r s  wh i ch  w er e  dec r eed  f or  yo u  i n  t h e  

P r es en ce ,  a nd  R e  w i l l  go  t o  re s t  a l i v e  i n  h i s  hor i z on . ” ’  

A l l en  h as :  ‘Then  Se t h  w i l l  hur l  a  s pear  o f  me ta l  aga ins t  h im and  

ca us e  h im  t o  d i s gor g e  a l l  t ha t  h e  h as  s wa l low ed .    Th en  S e th  w i l l  

p i t  h imse l f  aga ins t  h im and  say  as  a  spe l l :  “Fa l l  back  be f or e  th e  

s ha rp  me ta l  t ha t  i s  i n  m y  ha nd .   I  s t a nd  ag a in s t  t h ee ,  t ha t  t h e  

co ur s e  b e  t ru e .   O  fa r s ee r  pra y  c l os e  th y  eye  an d  ve i l  t h y  h ead ,  

s o  th a t  I  ma y  c ro ss .   F a l l  b a ck  b e fo re  m e ,  f o r  I  a m a  m al e .   V e i l  

t h y  h ea d  an d  coo l  t h y  u pp er  l i p ,  f o r  i f  I  s t ay  s ou nd  t ho u  s t a yes t  

s ou nd .   I  am  t h e  ‘Gr ea t  o f  Ma gi c ’ ,  s on  o f  N u t ;  m y  ma g i c  p ow er  

h as  b een  g i ven  me  a g a in s t  t h ee .   Wh a t  i s  i t ?  I t  i s  b l es s edn ess ,  O  

g o er  o n  h i s  be l l y ,  w ho s e  s t r eng t h  i s  du e  t o  h i s  b a ckb on e .   

B eho ld ,  I  g o  i nd eed ,  an d  t h y  s t r eng th  w i th  me .   I t  i s  I  w ho  ha ve  

t a ken  o ver  s t r en g t h .   I  h a ve  com e  th a t  I  m ay  d i s po se  o f  t he  

ea r t h - go ds  f or  R e ,  t ha t  he  ma y  b e  s e t  f o r  m e  i n  t h e  even in g .   We  

h a ve  c i r c l ed  t h i s  s ky ,  w h i l e  t h ou  a r t  i n  b on ds .   Th i s  i s  wha t  w as  

commanded  aga ins t  t h ee  a f or e t ime .”   Then  he ,  Re ,  s e t s  i n  l i f e  a t  

h i s  hor i zon . ’  

S p e l l  1 11  ( Al l en  19 7 4 :  90 - 91 )  i s  a  s pe l l  fo r  n o t  d yi n g  ag a i n  i n  

t h e  go d ’s  do m ain ,  an d  i s  s i mi l a r  t o  Spe l l  1 08  i n  t h a t  i t  i nv o l v es  

S et h  d e fea t in g  th e  s n ak e .   I t  con t a in s  t h e  fo l l ow in g  pa ss age :  

‘Then  Se t h  w i l l  p i t  h imse l f  aga in s t  h im.   He  say s :  “Le t  no t  t he  

ha l t i ng  o f  Re ’s  j ourney  be  f or  l ong .   I  s e e  t h e  way .   C lo se  th y  

eye ,  t h ou  w ho m I  ha ve  b ou nd  f or  I  a m a  m al e .   V e i l  t h y  hea d ,  

t ha t  I  m a y  pro ceed .   I t  i s  I  w ho  h a ve  ta ken  o ver  s t r en g th .   I  ha ve  

co m e ,  I  ha ve  d i sp os ed  o f  t h e  ea r th - god  f or  R e ,  t h a t  h e  ma y  s e t  i n  

t h e  even in g .   T h i s  m a g i c  po w er  ha s  been  g i ven  m e  a g a i ns t  

t h ee .” ’      
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S p e l l  1 40  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  13 2 ;  Al l en  1 9 74 :  1 16 - 11 7)  i s  a  sp e l l  

t o  b e  us ed  on  th e  seco nd  m ont h  o f  win t e r ;  i t  l i s t s  S e th  a l on g  

w i t h  man y o t h e r  god s  and  god d es se s  as  b e in g  j o yf u l  w h en  t h e  

S ac r ed  E ye  i s  f u l l  an d  A po ph i s  h as  b een  d e f ea t ed .  

S p e l l  1 53 A ( Fau lk ne r  19 72 :  14 9 - 15 2 ;  A l l en  19 74 :  15 1 - 152 )  i s  a  

s p e l l  fo r  e s cap i n g  f r o m t h e  n e t ;  t he  f i na l  s en t en ce  r eads :  

‘ I  a s cend  on  your  ladder  wh i ch  my  fa the r  Re  made  fo r  me ,  and  

Horus  and  Se th  g r ip  my  hands . ’  

S p e l l  1 71  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  17 0 ;  Al l en  1 9 74 :  1 78 )  i s  a  sp e l l  fo r  

d o nn i n g  a  pu r e  ga r m en t ;  S e t h ,  a lo n g  w i t h  a  h os t  o f  o th e r  go ds  

an d  go dd ess es  i s  r eq u es t ed  to  b l e s s  t he  ga r m en t .  

S p e l l  1 80  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  17 7 - 18 0 ;  Al l en  19 74 :  19 0 -1 92)  i s  a  

s p e l l  fo r  go in g  f o r th  b y d a y an d  p r a i s in g  R e  i n  t h e  Wes t ;  i t  

co n t a i ns  t he  s en t ence :  

‘ I  t rave rs e  th e  Ne the rwor l d  a f t e r  t h e  manner  o f  Re ,  I  g i ve  

j ud g em en t  l i k e  Th o t h ,  I  w a l k  a nd  a m g l ad ,  I  r un  a t  my  o wn  pa ce  

i n  m y  d i gn i t y  o f  one  wh os e  a f f a i r s  a re  s ecr e t ,  m y  sh ap e  i s  t ha t  o f  

t h e  do ub l e  g od  Ho ru s -Se th . ’   Al len  h as :  ‘My  form s ar e  tho s e  o f  

t h e  ‘Tw o G ods ’ . ’  

1 7 .3  Th e  n eu t ra l  sp e l l s  ( 12  in  nu mb er ,  0 .6%  of  t o t a l  t ex t s )  

S p e l l  4 2  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  6 2 ;  A l l en  1 97 4 :  4 8 -4 9)  i s  a  sp e l l  fo r  

w a r d i n g  o f f  h a rm th a t  i s  do n e  in  H e r ac l eop o l i s .   I t  co n t a i ns  a  

l i s t  o f  b od y p a r t s  t h a t  a r e  a l l  i d en t i f i ed  wi t h  v a r io us  gods  an d  

co n t a i ns  t he  fo l lo wi n g  p h r as e :  

‘My  back  i s  S e t h ’ .    

S p e l l  9 4  ( Fau lk n er  1 9 72 :  8 8 )  i s  a  s p e l l  f o r  r eq u es t in g  a  wa t e r -

p o t  an d  a  p a l e t t e ;  i t s  f i r s t  s en t en ce  s t a t e s :  

‘O  you  gr ea t  one  who  s ees  your  fa ther ,  ‘K eep er  o f  t h e  B oo k  o f  

T ho t h ’ ,  s e e ,  I  ha ve  co m e  sp i r i t u a l i s ed ,  b es ou l ed ,  mi gh t y  an d  

eq u i pp ed  w i th  t h e  w r i t i ng s  o f  Th o t h .   B r i ng  me  t h e  m es sen g er  o f  

t h e  ear t h -g od  wh o  i s  w i th  Se th .  Br i ng  m e  t h e  wa t e r - po t  an d  

p a l e t t e  f ro m  th e  wr i t i n g - k i t  o f  T ho t h  an d  th e  m ys t er i e s  wh i ch  a r e  

i n  t h em. ’  

S p e l l s  96  and  9 7  ( Fau lk n er  1 97 2 :  8 8 -89 ;  Al l en  19 7 4 :  77 )  a r e  

s p e l l s  f o r  b e in g  b es id e  T ho t h  and  a  sp i r i t  i n  t h e  r e a lm o f  t h e  

d ead .   Th e  f i r s t  s en t en ce  s t a t es :  
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‘ I  am  he  who  dwel l  i n  h i s  ‘E ye ’ ,  I  h a ve  co me  t ha t  I  m ay  g i ve  

M aat  t o  R e ,  I  ha ve  p ro p i t i a t ed  S e t h  w i t h  t h e  bo d i l y  f l u i ds  o f  

A k er  and  th e  b l ood  wh i ch  i s  i n  t h e  sp ina l  co rd  o f  Geb . ’  

S p e l l  1 13  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  10 9 - 11 2 ;  Al l en  19 74 :  92 )  i s  a  s p e l l  

f o r  k no wi n g  th e  ‘So u l s  o f  N ek h en ’  and  de s c r ib e s  ho w the  ‘S ou l s  

o f  Nekh e n ’  w i l l  b e  w i t h  H or us  u n t i l  S e t h  com es  t o  kn ow  th a t  

t h ey a r e  w i t h  h im  an d  com pl a i ns .  

S p e l l  1 25 A ( Al l en  1 9 74 :  1 01 )  i s  a  sp e l l  t o  do  wi t h  t h e  jud gem ent  

o f  t he  deceas ed  b e fo r e  t h e  t r i bu n a l  o f  4 2  gods  wh e r e  h e  dec l a r es  

t h a t  h e  h as  n o t  comm i t t ed  a  s e r i es  o f  sp ec i f i ed  s i ns ;  t h i s  v a r i an t  

s t a t es :  

‘ I  have  come  h i th e r  t o  s ee  th y  beau t y ,  my  hands  up l i f t ed  in  

p ra i s e  o f  t h y  r ea l  na m e .   I  ca m e  h i th er  b e f or e  th e  p i n e  cam e  i n t o  

b e in g ,  b e f or e  th e  aca c ia  wa s  bo rn ,  o r  t h e  gr ou nd  b ro ug h t  f o r t h  

t a mar i s ks .   I f  I  en t e r  t he  s ec r e t  s ea t ,  I  sp ea k  w i th  S e t h ,  I  m a ke  

g l ad  h im who  i s  c l os e  t o  me . ’  

S p e l l  1 49  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  13 7 - 14 5 ;  Al l en  19 74 :  14 2 -1 46) i s  a  s e t  

o f  s p e l l s  fo r  k no win g  th e  mo u nds  o f  Os i r i s  i n  t h e  F i e ld s  o f  

R us h es .   T he  fo l low i n g  s t a t emen t  i s  m ad e  i n  con n ec t i on  w i th  t he  

e l even t h  mo un d :  

‘O  Id u - t o wn ,  l e t  m e  p as s ,  f o r  I  a m ‘G rea t  o f  M ag ic ’ ,  w i t h  t h e  

kn i f e  wh i ch  i s sued  f rom Se t h ,  and  my  l eg s  ar e  m ine  fo r ever . ’   

A l l en  h as :  ‘ I  am  the  ‘Gr ea t  o f  Ma gi c ’ ,  t h e  keen  on e  wh o  es cap ed  

f rom Se t h . ’  

S p e l l  1 68  ( Al l en  19 7 4 :  17 3 )  r eq u es t s  t h a t  t h e  ‘ So u l s  o f  t h e  W es t ’  

g i v e  a  fu n e ra l  o f f e r i n g  t o  t h e  Os i r i s  N .  and  i t  co n t a i ns  t he  

f o l lo wi n g  p h r as e :  

‘ . . . and  th es e  my  members  have  t i r ed  no t  f o r  Se th . ’        

S p e l l  1 74  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  17 3 - 17 5 ;  Al l en  19 74 :  18 2 -1 83)  i s  a  

s p e l l  fo r  l e t t i n g  a  sp i r i t  go  ou t  f rom  t he  g r ea t  ga t e  i n  t h e  s k y.   I t  

co n t a i ns  t he  s en t ence :  

‘As  fo r  t h e  ‘L or d  o f  t he  S to rm ’ ,  t h e  s la ve r in g  o f  S e t h  i s  

f o rb i dden  t o  h im. ’   A l l en  h a s :  ‘ t h e  ‘Lo rd  o f  t h e  S t or m ’  ha s  

i nh ib i t ed  Se t h ’ s  dr i ve l .   May  he  ( i . e .  Se t h )  l i f t  m e ;  t h en  I  w i l l  

l i f t  A tum. ’  

S p e l l  1 78  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  17 6 ;  Al l en  1 9 74 :  1 86 - 18 9)  i s  a  sp e l l  

f o r  r a i s i n g  t he  co r ps e  an d  ens u r in g  t h a t  h i s  e ye s  an d  ea r s  h av e  
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p o w er ,  and  t h a t  h i s  h ead  i s  f i rm .   I t  con t a in s  t h e  f o l l o wing  

s en t en ce :  

‘Wha t  N .  d e t e s t s  i s  f a eces ;  h e  r e j ec t s  u r i n e ,  even  as  S e t h  

r e j ec t ed  i t . ’  

S p e l l  1 82  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  18 1 ;  Al l en  1 9 74 :  1 96 - 20 0)  i s  a  sp e l l  

f o r  g i v i n g  b r ea t h  to  Os i r i s  and  p r o t ec t in g  h im  in  t h e  go d’ s  

d om ai n .   I t  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l lo w in g  s en t en ce :  

‘ I  am  Tho th ;  I  have  pac i f i ed  Horus ,  I  have  ca lmed  th e  ‘Ri va l s ’  

( i . e .  H o rus  an d  S e th )  i n  t h e i r  t im e  o f  r ag ing ; ’    Al l en  has :  ‘ I  

p a c i f i ed  H or us  a nd  q u i e t ed  t h e  ‘Tw o C om ra d es ’  i n  t he i r  t i m e  o f  

wra th . ’  

S p e l l  1 83  ( Fau l kn er  19 72 :  18 4 ;  Al l en  1 9 74 :  2 00 - 20 2)  i s  a  sp e l l  

f o r  ad or in g  Os i r i s  an d  g i v in g  p r a i s e ;  i t  co n t a i ns  t h e  fo l low i n g  

p h r as e :  

‘He  has  pac i f i ed  the  ‘Ri va l  Go ds ’  f o r  yo u  ( i . e .  Ho ru s  and  S e th ) ,  

h e  h as  s to pp ed  t h e  r ag in g  an d  th e  tu mu l t  f o r  you ,  h e  ha s  m a d e  

t h e  R i va l s  w e l l - d i sp os ed  to  yo u ,  a nd  th e  ‘Tw o L an ds ’  a r e  

p ea ce fu l l y  r eco n c i l ed  b e fo re  yo u ;  he  ha s  dr i ven  an g er  f r om  th e i r  

h ear t s  f o r  you ,  an d  th ey  f r a t e rn i se  w i th  each  o t he r . ’    
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