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Conference Jottings
Day by Day.

Bethesda Chapel, Hanley,
Tuesday. night.

BRIGHT sunshine this morning gave a halo of glory
to the Pottery towns and filled the Conference Chapel
with splendour. Very beautiful and stately it looked,
with its very chaste decorations, as the crowd gathercd
in the gallery and on the floor of the Chapel for the
opening ceremony.

Precisely at ten o’clock the President of last year’s
Conference (Dr. Packer) stood up to announce the
historic hymn, “And are we yet alive.” Accompanying
him on the-platform were the President-Designate (the

| Rev. Johr Luke), the Revs, E. Boaden, W. J. Towns-

end, D.D., W. B. Lark, H. T. Chapman, Thos. Rider,
W. Vivian, Mr. W. S. Skelton, J.P., and Mr. R. Black-
more. The pews in the gallery seemed quite full as the
great audience rose to sing. What significance the old
versa had for more than one on the platform—

“What trials have we seen,
What conflicts have we passed,
Fightings without and fear within,
Since we assembled last]”

In regard to at least one of those who sang the words
more than one of us thought two years ago that he
would never be seen on a Conference platform again.
But he was there, and looking remarkably well. Mr.
Rider read for us in his clear enunciation, first Ps. cxxi.
and then 1 Cor, xiii. After that, the Rev. W. Vivian
and Mr. Blackmore led us in prayer that brought us to
the very mercy seat. Then we sang with an emotion
such as the old hymn rarely fails to evoke,“O God of
Bethel, by whose hand, Thy people still are fed.”
* * * * *

We passed next as from a smiling garden into a drab,
uninteresting landscape. The calling of the Roll con-
sumed many valuable moments. Its chief ‘excellence
seemed to be that it gave the Conference the opportunity
of . expressing its appreciation of some whose names
were called. The first cheer came when the Secretary
of the last Conference called the name of “the Rev.
George Packer, D.D.,” the cheer marking the Conference
appreciation of the honour which Victoria University,
Toronto, had done our President. Our two lady dele-
gates, Mrs. H. Gilbert Whyatt and Miss F. Ashworth,
were greeted with warm cheers.  So, among others,
were the names of the Rev. E. Boaden, W, B. Lark,
W. J. Townsend, Principal Sherwood, and Mr. R. W.

* * * * *

The Rev. T. McNeill, a member of the South Aus-
tralian Conference, received a cordial greeting from the
Conference, and was asked to take 'a seat among the
delegates. Dr. Packer mentioned as a matter of special
interest to the Conference that Mr. McNeill had married
a daughter of the Rev. James Maughan, the first
Methodist New Connexion minister to Australia.

* * #* * * '

The bAllot for the election of a successor to the late
Mr. Joseph Hepworth as a Guardian Representative re-
sulted in the appointment of Mr. Joseph Ward, of
Sheffield. Mr. Ward’s appointment is the recognition of
quiet, solid worth and unpretentious generosity in a
man whose outstanding grace is modestly conjoined
with real goodness. The President (Mr. I_:uke) subse-

‘quently in his address exhorted the men who were dili-

gent in attending business meetings to be equally dili-
gent in attending prayer-meetings. It is an exhortation
which Mr. Ward has no need to lay to heart. He is one
of our laymen who are even more notable for their
spirituality than for their business aptitudes, great as

‘these are. The way he has stood- by Scotland Street

Church, Sheffield, the way in which he has done his
part—and a large part it is—in fostering.the phenomenal
growth of the Sheffield North Circuit, is a tribute to
sanciified generosity, business skill, and well-directed
evangelistic fervour, and a proof of how greatly skilled
leadership tells in such work. Long may Mr. Ward
wear his newly-given henour!



530

THE UNITED METHODIST.

~ July 18, 1912,

The addresses of Mr. Capey and Mr. A. M. Walker
in welcoming the Conference to the Potteries were lit
up with many bright gleams of humour and were ex-
pressed, in both instances, with rare literary grace and
beauty, Neither address will be easily forgotten. In-
imitable was Mr. Walker’s presentation of the reasons
why no smoking-room was provided. They had not pro-
vided a smoke-room, he said, because the whole dis-
trict was a smoking-room. Let any delegate go through

the Potteries any morning before breakfast, and he

would see how puny was the attempt to make smoke
on the part-of a man compared with what actually
was made by the potters’ “ovens.”

* * * * *

_There was quite a keen competition for the plafform
offices of the Conference. For the Conference Secretary-
ship there 'were three nominations — the Revs. G.
Wheatley, T. Sunderland, and Mr. James Le Huray.
In the end Mr, Le Huray was elected, to the great
delight of those who know him and his honoured father,
the Rev. James Le Huray. For the Daily Record Secre-
taryship the Revs. W. Vivian and George Eayrs were
nominated. Mr, Vivian was elected, and the Confer-
ence thereby honoured a gifted minister and an able
African missionary. For the position of Journal Secre-
tary there. were three nominations—Mr. Shimmin, the
Rev, W. S. Welch and the Rev. George Eayrs. Mr.
Eayrs was elected, and as an old student of history, and
of the history of Methodism in particular, he is sure
to do his work with care and precision. There were
also three nominations for the position of Corresponding
Secretary—the Revs. ]. Benson, W. S. Welch, and
T. Sunderland. Mr. Sunderland was appointed. For
the making of these appointments not once was the
idea vocalized that the different sections should be repre-
sented on the platform. As a matter of fact, all the
three old denominations are represented. Nor could a
stranger yisiting Conference tell 'which Church each or
any of the men represented.

* * * ® % -

Good as the reading of the President’s Address will
prove, it ‘was even better to hear. The tense feeling
behind it, the tone “of conviction that ran through it,
and the high spiritual note of the whole utterance, im-
pressed the Conference. Our President took us to the
centre. If only we would all abide there! :
: * * * % *

It is good to see that the process of uniting contigu-
ous circuits and churches, which has been going on so
rapidly and, on.the whole, happily since the Union,
still proceeds, Important proposals were before the
Conference to-day. Some of these were accepted in the
form in which they reached the Conference; others were
referred back for further consideration by -Connexional
Committees and. the local friends. One for the union
of the two Helston Circuits and Porthleven is likely to
have specially far-reaching and beneficial results if it
should be completed. ‘

' * * * * *

Very warmly appreciated by the Conference was a
telegtam received from the Mayor of Penzance, the
President’s native town, congratulating Mr. Luke on
his appointment to his high office. The same remark
may be made about a telegram received from St. John’s
Church in the same town. These manifestations of amity
and good-will are always warmly welcomed by the Con-
ference.
ing read the very gracious and timely letter of the
Rector of Stoke, conveying his greetings to the Confer-
ence. Differences of opinion, happily, cannot mar the
flow of souls which agree in the central things which
really matter.

* * * *

This afternoon the Conference agreed to an innova-
tion regarding the Address of the Conference to the
Churches. Hitherto different ministers have been asked
to draft it year by year. It has sometimes happened
that they have not been members of the Conference in
*whose name they had to speak. In addition, it was
felt that it might be very appropriately the duty of
the retiring President, who has been in close touch with
the life of the Churches during the year, to pen the
address. A proposal that this should be so in future
was accepted -without hesitation. In anticipation of the
decision of the Conference Dr. Packer has himself
drafted and had printed in the Conference Blue Book
the ‘Address of the Hanley Conference to our® members.
And a very good address it is, as will doubtless be said
when it comes up for consideration by the Conference- at
a subsequent stage of our sessions.

* * * * *

For some years now it has been the practice of the
different Methodist Conferences to appoint ministers
and laymen to convey their fraternal greetings to their
fellow Conferences. At first, and while the practice was
new, it .was much appreciated. Latterly, however, the
business of the Conferences has grown so much and
the number of deputations has multiplied so rapidly, that
it sometimes happens that a member of the deputation,
after travelling hundreds of miles it may be to attend,
has found that the utmost he was allowed to do was to
appear on the Conference platform without speaking
a word. This was felt to be unsatisfactory and our
Connexional Committee took steps to secure an altera-
tion, so that, instead of deputations attending, written

This was marked when Mr. Capey this morn- .

or telegraphic messages might be exchanged between
the Conferences. The Methodist Concerted Actions
Committee has made the same suggestion to each Con-
ference, and the plan is now to be adopted. A begin-
ning has been made this year, and the greetings of the
Wesleyan President (Dr. Haigh) to our Conference will
be found to be in many ways a noteworthy document.
Our readers are recommended to peruse it from begin-
ning to end. / »
‘ * * * * *

No man has grown upon the admiration and esteem
of the United Methodist Conference more rapidly and
more surely than Dr. Packer. His skill in turning
awkward corners in Conference debates and legislation,
his width of outlook, his courtesy, and his high states-
manship have evoked the -warm regard.of his brethiren.
So it was with enthusiasm that the Conference con-
gratulated him upon his reception of the degree of D.D.
from the Victoria Uniyersity, Toronto. Mr, Redfern’s
speech in tendering these congratulations was very happy
and very choicely phrased. It is, naturally, to him a
source of pride that the University which has given him
his degree bestowed-a similar honour upon Dr. Stacey,
Dr, Cocker, Dr. Ward, and Dr. Crothers, who were
for so long honoured in the late M.N.C.

* * - * * *

- It grieved the Conference that the Rev. J. F. Hughes
“had been compelled to resign his ministry because the

state of his health made it impossible for him to reside |

in England. It rejoiced greatly that he had found so
suitable a_sphere of ministry in South Africa. The Rev.
E. H. Tuck, another. of our ministers, has also for the
same reason had to proceed to the Cape. The Confer-
ence hopes that his residence there will restore his

health. Mention was made of the kindness of Mr.

Hughes in inviting Mr. Tuck to stay with him for a
while till he had had time to look round and form his
plans. Meanwhile, the Conference commends. Mr. Tuck
to the Methodist or other Chufches where he may be
able to exercise his ministry, and trusts that by his re-
moval his useful life may be prolonged. The Revs, H:
Gaunt and A. H. Wheeldon were granted a further
vear’s rest, in ithe hope of their complete recovery to
health and strength. The Revs. J. N. Higman and
J. T. Brewis,” M.A., B.D., are cordially welcomed back
into the active ministry, after their, years’ rest.
* * * * *

The National Free Church Council propose that a
Commission should be appointed to consider the present
condition: and prospects of Evangelical religion in
England and Wales, and requested our Conference to
appoint six persons to sit on the Commission. The
Conference appointed the following: the Revs. G.
Packer, H. T. Chapman, ]J. H. Blackwell, Dr. A. E.
Cope, Mr. J. H. Mills, and Mr. Stewart Mallinson.
The Commission is appointed not one hour too soon,

!

and if it is frank and fearless in its work it may do the

Churches of the country a real service by its findings.
HENRY SMITH.

Wednesday morning.

"THIS morning broke grey and cloudy, but as the
hours sped on the grey passed to golden glory and we
have had a morning as delightful as that of yesterday.

* * * * *

A very small company was present when, punctually
at 9.30, the President rose to announce the hymn, “O
timely happy, timely wise, Thoughts that with rising
morn arise.” It was true, but true of too few. The
Rev. W, H. Webber read the Scriptures ‘and led us in
prayer. “Praise to the holiest in the height,” took us
all near to the heart of things as we sang it. The Rev.
F. J. Wharton delivered an address, very helpful and
stimulating, from St. Paul’s words, “And this I pray,
that your love may abound yet more and more.” To
keep prayer fresh, vital, and expressive ‘of present ex-
perience was the difficult task of the Christian. Our
peril was that we should fall into set phrases and pray
for things we had long since ceased to desite. The
wvalue of a man in his inner self determined the value of
his prayer. Prayer should have sweep in it. Its horizon
:was not the North Sea but the waters of the Orient.
The whole address deserves attention.

* * % * *

In continuance of the'abounding generosity shown by
the late Mr. Charles Wardlow during his life, his Will
discloses - most generous gifts left for various -Con-
nexional institutions and for local church temperance
and other objects. The Conference expressed its grate-
ful appreciation and its further pleasure that Mr. Ward-
low’s. interest in our church is continued by members
of his family. Long may it continue!

* * * * *

From two Districts there came up resolutions con-
cerning what was called in one case “excess of ex-
penditure,” and in the other “unnecessary expense” in-
curred in carrying on Connexional departments, etc.
Our Denomination does well to insist that whilst its
work is done with efficiency it shall be done with the
strictest economy. ~Happily we have already a Com-
mittee charged with the duty of watching over the ex-
penditure of our departments so far as it results in
overdrafts on the Bank. To this Committee was dele-

gated the duty of inquiring into the matters spoken of

in the resolutions of the two Districts referred to, and

report will no doubt be forthcoming at the next

Conference.
" * * * . %

Should Junior Members be included in the total mem.
bership of our.Church for purposes of comparison? That
was the question raised on a resolution received from
the Leeds District. The debate which ensued was most
interesting and put the two sides of the question with
admirable force. The question does not touch assess.
ments as only adult members -count here. But it wag
urged that there is an unusual degree of fluctuation and
uncertainty about Junior membership returns; though
why that should be so if the same care were taken, as
it ought to be taken, in supervising the Junior roll as
in supervising the Adult roll was rather a puzzle to
some who listenedsto the debate. Others contended that
the Christianity of a boy or girl under sixteen years of
age was as real, when it was real, as that of an adult,
and that therefore, on the face of it, there was no more
reason for excluding them from the total of our church-

.membership -than for excluding adults assumed to be

suitable for inclusion. One speaker pointed out, how.
ever, ‘that such was not the custom in: regard to the
statistics of other Methodist Churches. In the end Con-
ference decided to retain the ¢olumn tabulating Junior
members but not to include them in the total for pur.
poses of comparison as to increases or decreases.

* * * * *

Should Conference make Grants to Districts in order
to enable them to meet their District expenses? That
was another question which occasioned some debate to-
day. There is. no doubt that some Districts find it diffi-
cult to do the work assigned to them in connection with
the District meetings, except at considerable cost.. We
heard of one District which after laying a levy of three-
pence per member was unable to print any schedules or
agenda of business to assist in the deliberations of the
members in their May meeting. Rather hard lines!
But it was soon clear that if the principle of Connexional
grants in aid were admitted there would soon be quite
a number of applications. So the Conference felt itself
compelled to decline the application. '

* * * . % *

How. keen the voting was for the designation of
President for next year will be seen by the following
table: )

Nominations. Votes 1st ballot. 2nd ballet, 3rd ballot.

W. Redfern 85 98 139

G. Parker 90 111 133

James Wright ... - 63 64 —

J. Baxter e 20 ... — —
* * * * *

By the unanimous open vote of the Conference Mr.
Redfern was then declared President-Designate for next
year. The closeness of the voting in the final ballot
shows how' the Conference was “spoiled for choice.” .It
could be “happy with either, were t’other dear charmer
away.’’ But there is no doubt that the .Conference
choice is an attempt to pay tribute to one who toiled
long, hard and unweariedly for union and who is greatly
respected for his talents and gifts and beloved for his
gracious spirit. All will wish for him a most delightful
and successful year of office. '

X HENRY SMITH.
* * * * *

Wednesday afternoon.

THE BOOK ROOM DEBATE.

Conference has given us at least one full-dress debate.
Thete should be one in every Conference—even if it has
to be arranged, to keep debating still alive. The issues
were simple, the vgting was decisive. There was per-
fect magnanimity throughout. The proposition of the
Committee concerned was to link up the Editorship of
the weekly paper to the Secretaryship of the Deaconess
Institute, and put Rev. Hy. Smith in charge of both, ‘to
live at Wandsworth Common. Rev. Hy Hooks becom-
ing Book Steward, with charge of the magazine. Rev.
J. Moore, voicing ‘the decision of the Home Mission
Committee, countered this by asking for a year’s delay
and suggesting that the Home Mission Secretary should
be in charge of the Institute, that it should be trfans-
ferred to Ranmoor College, and that new work should
be undertaken on behalf of the local preachers of the

.denomination. Rev. G. Packer, D.D., opened, explained

the first proposals, propounded the theory that this was
the psychological moment, and that all parties con-
cerned were agreed. The speech carried the general
sentiment. Mr. Moore was not quite so happy. I fancy
that he was conscious that “a stern chase is a long
chase.” But he is to be praised for standing by his
Committee loyally “whateffer,” as the Scotsman says.
The debate contributed several fine speeches. 1 take
leave to say that the two best were Dr. Packer’s open-
ing and Rev. F. J. Ellis’s “mid-off.” For he came in the
middle and was off-side to Dr. Packer. .The Con-
nexional Committee Secretary laid himself out to secure
his case from every point of view. His financial state-
ment was. rather appalling. We have lost £2,000 on
the publications since Union. If these economies were
effected, including the dropping of the ™Pleasant Hour ”
—upon which there was a loss of £124 this last year—
the saving would amount to 4850 a year. Mr. Ellis
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begged for \delay, more especially for the sake of Rev.
Hy. Hooks, who would have enough to do without
assuming the care of the Magazine. But the speech
was shrewd, collected and orderly beyond the usual—and
poetic almost. The men of years scored. The speeches
of Rev. A. Crombie and T. J. Cope were unexpected.
Mr. Crombie dealt with the business aspects. The profits
of this year, £792, could not be assured for next year.
The Sunday School Hymnal had occasioned that. He
thought that there was not much policy in crowding
another whole institution upon the shoulders of the
already overworked Home Secretary. Mr. Cope was un-
expectedly impressive and clever. He doubtless paid off
one or two ancient grudges toward the Home Mission-
ary Committee, but his case was that the Institute
should have the chance to develop and not merely to
maintain the status quo. Incidentally he said that in
fifty-one years he had not troubled the Conference for
fifteen minutes. He was heard with gladness through-
out. It was a true swan-song.

* * * * *

Two ex-M.N.C. men made a determined  attempt to
save the pet bantling of that section—the “Pleasant
Hour.” Rev. Geo. Eayrs pleaded that this was not the
time to stint or stunt that portion of the Press which
dealt with young people. Rev. E. I. H. Capey, who
has won to strargers, or maintained with old friends,
the golden opinions of yore, offered an amendment that
this bit of the -wreckage should be saved and put in
charge of a minister in circuit work. It was not car-

Whether the ¢one of the discussion can be regarded by
ardent Sunday School reformers as altogether satisfac-
tory is another thing. It was evident that absurd pre-
judices still exist in respect to the graded system, but
it was cvident also that such prejudices do not prevail
wherc these mgthods have been fairly tried. Mr. Shim-
mins’ unfair suggestion that our decline results from the
new methods, because he supposes that the two things

&
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Conference Sermon.
(Left to right) Revs. E. F. H. Capey, Dr. Ambrose Shepherd (Preacher),
John Luke (President). Dr, Packer (Lx-President).

(Photo by Rev. W. Bainbridge.

ried. But it brought us a good story. Dr. Kennedy, off)synchronize is not borne out by the facts, as Mr. Lewins’

Shrewsbury, great scholar and little practical, arrived
home in great straits, and thinking of nothing else,
plunged into the first chair with which he met : it con-
tained the baby, which cried lustily under the pressure.
The father, so unpractical, who had not the sense to
get up and relieve the poor infant, sat on, shouting to
its mother, “Mamma, I’ve sat on the baby.” Moral
obvious! But the Conference sat on, and in the end

carried Dr. Packer’s scheme without a single amend-
Good luck to. it!

G. C.

ment.

“ Under the Greenwood Tree.'
(Bethesda Chapel Yard.)
[Photo by Rev. W. Bainbridge.

Thursday evening.

The Rev. H. J. Shingles-gave the Devotional Address
this morning. It was delicate in phrasing, poetic in
substance, allusive, suggestive and spiritual, and was
heard with delighted attention by the Conference. It
dealt with the text, “Ye know Him; for He dwelleth
with you and shall be in you.” The address will be
found in full on a subsequent page. Here are one or
two sentences must serve. We are to live conscious
that the source of all life and power is within us, using
this brain, heart and will to think, to love, to do. The
man who is sure that God is within has solved life’s
secret. There is but one thing which makes God, God,
which impels our worship, praise and reverence. That
one thing is love. It is that which gives Him the throne
and the right to our devtoion. Let us not fear to see
with “the superstitious eye of love.” It is the organ of
vision. It is the most clarifying of mediums.

* * * * *

Another pen describes the long morning given, and
given quite properly, to the discussion of the problems
of our Sunday Schools and work among the young.

* * * * *

The afternoon was given to a long, earnest debate on:
the question of our Theological Colleges. As the debate
was adjourned notes on it may be reserved until to-

morrow, H. S.
* * * * *
YOUNG PEOPLE’S AND TEMPERANCE
DEPARTMENT.

No ‘one can complain as to the time occupied by, and
the place given to, the consideration of the business con-
cerning the young people of our churches. Nearly the
whole of this morning’s session was taken up by the
discussion, and it was evident that the theme was fruit-
ful for debate and supremely interesting in character.
It is safe to prophesy that a.similar opportunity will
be found in future Conferences, and that the allocation
of a few moments to the matter as in days gone by will
never be repeated.

statement showed. It is not in the graded schools that
decreases have come. Has our clever critic tried teach-
ing in some of our mass-schools we wonder?

* * * * *

The Rev. H. Hooks echoed the feeling of many of
us that our Young People’s Department might very
well attach less importance to examinations and more
to modernizing our schools. He regretted that the re-
port gave no lead, but the Secretary, the Rev. S. C.
Challenger, pointed out that Conference had formulated
a series of recommendations on Sunday School reform,
and that he had advocated their adoption at teachers’
conventions and the like. ‘Veterans of the C.E. move-
ment, like the Revs. E. Abbott and W. Bainbridge,
pushed the claims of the Y.P.S.C.E. The latter com-

while the former insisted on the need of keepil}g the
spiritual objective in view.
* * * * *

An interesting feature was the tribute paid by lead-
ing laymen with us to Sunday School work. Mr. J.
Mackintosh’s hobby, we learned, is the Sunday School,
and he rightly demands of his fellow laymen that neither
business nor municipal honours should interfere with
their service to the young. And as to the C.E. mecet-
ing—it was mutually good, he said, for employer and
worker to find themselves side by side there. Alderman
Mordey and Sir James Duckworth both laid emphasis
on the importance of caring for the young folk, while
Mr. W. A, Lewins counted it a higher honour to be a
superintendent than to be a Connexional official.  Testi-
mony of this kind is calculated to cheer and hearten our
workers and to help the Churches to set a higher worth

on our Young People’s work.
*

* * * *

Mrs. Whyatt’s contribution to the discussion was as
warmly welcomed and highly appreciated as it was
eminently wise and thoroughly practical. It was an
appeal to baclt up the Sunday School by the Christian
influences of the home and to seek to give that sym-
pathetic counsel to our children that shall enlighten
them upon the perils which beset our growing youths
and maidens.

The W.M.A. Platform,

Front Row—Miss Turner (North China), Mrs, Parsons (West China).
Back Row—Miss Lily Lowe (Burton-on-Trent), Miss Ashworth (Rochdale).
’ [Photo by Rev. W. Bainbridge.

Rev. S. C. Challenger’s comprehensive resolution
wisely summarized the points touched on by various
speakers, and should be carefully pondered. by all our
.churches, as also should the important recommendations
of the London District on Junior Church’ Membership
which were adopted unanimously by Conference.

‘ A. H. R.

mended the new alternative pledge to ministerial critics, |

Friday evening.

Rev. H. ]J. Watts gave a most timely address at the
Devotional Service this morning on the text, “Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest that He will send
forth more labourers into~the harvest.” The whole ad-
dress secured the sustained attention of the Conference,
but one ‘point especially evoked a quick response. It
was when dealing with the ‘request of gur Lord that
His disciples should pray for the .coming of labourers
into the harvest field. Mr. Watts suggested that per-
haps there was a connection between the lack of prayer
in our churches and the lack of workers. The sug-
gestion desrves to be specially noted and pondered. Rev.
J. H. Blackwell read the Scriptures and led us in prayer.

* * * * *

All the morning the Conference sat with closed doors
during which it passed various probationary ministers
to the next stage in their probation.

' * * * * *

THE COLLEGE QUESTION.

In the afternoon we resumed and completed our dis-
cussion on the College question. It arose on the recom-
mendation of the College Committee that as in its
opinion Manchester College would be equal to the accom-
modation of our students for two or three years to come,
the Committee, without prejudice to the settlement of the
question of the provision of a new College, recommended
that as from Conference, 1913, all the students be accom-
modated at Manchester College. To this the Rev. J. W.
Walls moved an amendment that for the present the two
Colleges, Ranmoor and Manchester, should be retained.
The action proposed by the Committee could only be

justified if a plan for the erection of a new college at a

definite early date had been accepted, or if Manchester
College could be proved to be adequate even to the early
needs of the denomination. A large number of the mem-
bers of the Conference took part in a discussion which
became somewhat tense in its tone and not unexciting
in its -spirit. At the end of two-and a half hours the

A7

Young People’'s Demonstration Platform.
Front Row—Mr. Darley Terry (Treas.). Councillor H, North (Chairman),
Rev. S, C. Challenger (Sec.).

Back Row—Rev. H. B. Shapland (Speakec), Rev. W, C. Jackson, B.A.

(Chairman, Local Committee), H. James (Speaker).

[Photo by Rev. W. Bainbridge.

points at, which we had arrived were that Mr. Walls’s
amendment was lost, and the Conference had decided
that there must be one College for our students.
Whether that one college should be Ranmoor or Man-
chester was under discussion when, on the motion of
the Conference, the subject was adjourned.

* * * * *

All this morning rumours of compromise on the Col-
lege question were in the air. ” The rumours materialized
this afternoon, when Dr. Packer, by permission of the
Conference, made a statement as a preface to the re-
sumption of discussion. The suggestion he made was
that inasmuch as apparently there was a considerable
minority against closing Ranmoor College, the Confer-
ence should for the next two or three years agree that
Ranmoor should be retained for the training of first year
students under the care of a resident tutor, and that
second and third year men should be trained at Man-
chester under the care of a Principal (who should have
the oversight also of Ranmoor College) and a tutor. At
first there was some measure of reluctance to accept
the compromise on the part of a not inconsiderable por-
tion of the Conference, and to the end, while none voted
against the compromise, a number remained neutral.
In the result the resolution of the preceding day, that
there should be one College was rescinded, and Dr.
Packer’s suggestion was accepted. It was admitted
that the compromise is likely to be a costly one on the
financial side, and that the majority of the Conference,
who were undoubtedly in favour of one college only,
should have agreed to the continuance of the two is a
fine tribute to the peaceable and kindly spirit of the
Conference. The action of the Conference to-day re-
moves the question of a new college for our ‘Denomina-
tion out of the region of questions which need to be
tackled within the next few years, and it is to be hoped
that a question which has agitated Conference for at
least three successive years will now be allowed to have
a rest while we proceed to make the best use we can of
the present arrangement in order to secure as complete
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a training ‘of our students as is possible under present
conditions. ’
* * * * *

Having arrived at the compromise indicated above the
Conference proceeded to designate the new principal and
the two tutors . who are to take office at the 1913 Con-
ference. For the principalship the Revs. David Brook,
M.A.,, D.C.L., J. S. Clemens, B.A,, D.D., and J. H.
James, M.A., B.D., were nominated by the College
Committee. Mr. James withdrew froin nomination and
the Conference proceeded to ballot on the remaining
names. Dr. Brook was elected by 160 votes to 113. The
Conference then saw one of the most graceful and Chris-
tian acts it has ever seen. Dr. Clemens in cordial and
warm ‘terms moved that Dr. Brook be the new prin-
cipal of the College. He 'did this in terms and in a
spirit which evoked the admiration of the Conference.
From beginning to end of his little address there was
nothing but what was Christian, generous, kindly and
i hearty in Dr. Clemens’s words. ’

* * * * *

It is not surprising that the act of Dr. Clemens
touched the heart of a man so tender as Dr. Brook, and
that he acknowledged Dr, Clemens’s act of grace with

unstinted cordiality. He spoke of the act as “noble and-

generous.” Dr. Brook regards the present conditions
of our College question as specially critical. He said he
‘hoped to help to make earnest, educated and evangelical
ministers of the Gospel. He would aim at making the
students warmer-hearted preachers of the Gospel than
they were when they entered the College. We needed
good preachers and good pastors—everything else came
afterwards at a great gap.

* * * * *

The Conference then proceeded to designate two tutors
to take office at the Conference of 1913. Three names
were sent up by the College Committee—the Revs, J. T.
Brewis, M.A., B.D.,-‘E.  W. Hirst, M.A., B.Sc., and
‘John Naylor. To these Conference added the name of
Dr. Clemens. The ballot resulted in the appointment
of Dr.Clemens and. Mr. Brewis. May they and the new
principal have a happy and prosperous term of service!

* * * *- *

Next Wednesday the Rev. J. S. Clemens, the Prin-
cipal of our Ranmoor College, is'to receive the honorary
degree of Doctor of Divinity from the St. Andrew’s
University. The Conference offered Dr. Clemens hearty
‘congratulations on the honour which had come to him.

Saturday evening.

The Rev. L. P. Colley gave the Devotional Address
this morning. Unhappily my train was so_late that I
arrived at the chapel after Mr. Colley’s” address had
begun so.I was not permitted.to hear any part of it.
I am hoping to arrange for it to appear in full in these

* pages. '

* * * * *

The Rev. George Parker introduced the business of
the Findnce Board to the Conference. Among the re-
ports submitted by this department was one, the Mission
Debt. It dealt with such themes as, How the Mission
Debt has arisen, Its causes, The Agricultural Mission
in East Africa, The Home Mission Fund, and it tguched
all these. themes with illuminating rays. The report
deserves to be careful'y pondered by our people. Mr.
Parker’s comments on the report and his exposition of
it were given in extempore style, with a terseness, ease

and clarity which delighted and satisfied the Conference.’

One speaker spoke of Mr. Parker’s “marvellous and
comprehensive statement.” Another said that Mr, Par-
ker had given us one of the treats of a lifetime. And
Mr. Robert Turner said that never in the course of his
public and denominational work had he had so much
satisfaction as in his association with Mr. Parker. This
is very high praise, but those who know Mr. Parker’s
work best will be readiest to assent to suchffributes._

* * * * *

Mr. Parker gave us an account of the adjadication of
Justice Joyce on the United Methodist minister’s relation
to the Insurance Act, .which comes into operation on
Monday next. Mr. Justice Joyce is most emphatic that
our ministers are not in the legal sense under a contract
of service, and therefore they are not compulsorily under
the Insurance Act. The result is further reaching that
on the face of it appears. In the legal sense a minister
has no master. There is, for instance, no one with the
right to tell him what to put into his sermon, and what
to say in the course of his pastoral visitation. He can-
not sue for salary. He is not entitled to notice of dis-
missal nor to compensation in lieu of. dismissal. Con-
ference can dismiss him but it need not assign any
reason for its act. In the legal phrase, as was pointed
out before Mr. Justice Joyce, there is a compact for
service but not a contract of service. The relationship
between him and his people is purely voluntary. It was
furthier poinfed out fhat the churches are not liable
‘undér the ‘Workmen’s Compensation Act for accidents
which ihdy happen to ministers in the course of their
ministerial ~work, and that Insurance Societies with
whom" Quarterly meetings have effected insurances
ngailjlsf.; accidents to fheir ministers can repudiate

liability on the ground that the ministers do.not come
within the scope of .the Act. A far.reaching judgement
indeed !

*° * * * *

After a scheme for the division of the Thanksgiving
Fund had been agreed to, the rest of the morning was
given to a memorial service for our deceased ministers
and to a consideration: of the-superannuation of other
ministers. Accounts of these proceedings will be found
on other pages. '

HENRY SMITH.

(Continued on page 533.)

Some Nééds’ of Our
Church.

MUSINGS IN ANOTHER COUNTRY
‘ MANSE.

A Reassuring Enquiry.

THE prevailing spirit of enquiry is reassuring. It is
indifference that freezes’ the soul. Truly to ask is to
seek, and to seek in the right direction is ultimately
to find. We are deluged with opinions, and any addi-
tion to the' volume seems a superfluity. Yet there are
aspects of the ‘spiritual state and prospects of our be-
loved denomination which must be recorded before
there can be an adequate presentation of the case so as
to guarantee sound conclusions. It is certain that any-
thing savouring of Pharisaic. self-complacency is wholly
inept. It is the spirit of unconscious humility, unselfish
sincerity, and consecrated intelligence that .- can
effectually help us at this crisis. Without subtracting
from the seriousness of our, annual reduction of mem-
bership, it may be well to give full value to the fact
that 10,549 persons have been meceived into membership
in the- Home Districts during the year, thus largely re-
placing the enormous leakage of 12,419. It is not help-
ful, for it is not true, to use such epithets' as “derelict
churches.” It will not serve the desired end to indulge
in any recrimination. Some brethren are reflected upon
as unevangelical. It would be nearér the truth to say
that all are evangelical, but some have a more com-
prehensive evangelicalism than others are prepared to
acknowledge. Some brethren are considered to be lack-
ing in devotion as pastors. It appears much more
probable that 4ll are concerned about their flock ac-
cording to their opportunities, but some are not so fussy
about it as others. Let us cherish confidence in all
the ~bretk}ren, and be more apt to blame ourselves than
anybody ‘else.

Intensive Rather than Extensive,

There is such a thing as sin in connection with num-
bering the Lord’s people. It is sin -to count heads as
a means of deciding the success or failure of Christian
operations. If you so decided concerning Jesus at some
periods of His ministry you would have to write Him
down as a failure. I do'not minimize the gravity of
our decreases. Jesus experienced a painful disappoint-
ment when His discipleship declined in numbers, and
He wistfully enquired of the remnant, “Will ye also go
away?” The mood of Jesus is akin to our mood when
we enquire about our losses and appeal for loyalty of
attachment and attack. Note that declining numbers
did not change the purpose of Jesus, butit did change
His policy. ‘Henceforth He concentrated upon the im-
provement of the diminishing band, relying upon the
improved quality of the few to subsequently affect the
many. * That kind of qualitative work may be proceed-
ing, and may be necessary previous to quantitative
achievement. It is certain that the richest results of
grace cannot be expressed in the category of numbers.
“The Kingdom of God does not come in a way that
admits of observation.” Over-anxiety about numbers
may be an “irreligious solicitude.” It is susceptible
to the insidious temptation of adopting any means
which will secure the greatest numbers.

The Churches and the Masses,

Someone has fust been saying, “When will the
masses be drawn out of the depths and won to Christ
and the Church, and raised from their squalor and made
loyal citizens? 1 -will tell you when: When the
Churches are ready to-do for the” massées what the
politicians are ready to do for votes.” 1 do not hap-
pen to know exactly what was In the-speaker’s mind,
but I do know that politicians practise what the
Churches ought never to imitate. The popularization
of Christianity may easily jeopardize its essential mis-
sion. I:.deeply sympathize with the humanitarian side
of the Christian programme, but I stand . firmly by
the faith that the Church ought to be a fellowship re-
quiring” people to become spiritually qualified for ad-
mission. The Church must not catch the votes of the
masses unless the masses vote for the-Kingdom of God.
I am very far from any Pecksniffian thought or feeling
in indicating this proviso in relation to aggressive work.
The temnpc}, bigotry, and practices of many within the
Church ‘would forbid that conceit. There are certain
devils in the Church that must be cast out, and they
will not be cast out by any “tearing and raging pro-
paganda.” This kind goeth not out but by the spirit
and acts which inhere in the healthy life of enlightened
prayer. .

To limit our expectancy and effort to special mis-
sions, whether simultaneous or. desultory, may only
court a prolongation of the agony. It is the ordinary
with which- we need to -concern ourselves. . Instead of
an-occasional jerk with the inevitable reaction, let there
be the long pull and the strong pull and the pull all
together in the ordinary co-operations of our Churches;
then we might await the issue ‘with confidence.

Our Great Opportunity.

But—why are we wearing blinkers? Our eyes are
chiefly turned toward the conversion of adults while
the fields of young life are ripe unto harvest. We arc

concerned to rescue stragglers, while our true recruit-

ing ground is given to us of God among the children.
[t may prove a slow process to rear our own members
from our own children, but this method ought to ‘appeal
to the practical intelligence of every .-anxious person in
our denomination. We have about 800,000 children in
our Sunday Schools. Why is our prevalent theology so
surprisingly unchristian concerning the relation of chil-
dren to Jesus Christ? If ‘we apprehended Jesus’ con-
ception of children, and so taught and trained, and
enabled our childrer to breathe the atmosphere congenial
to the recognition of themselves as in' the Kingdom,
and not out of it, as belonging to the Lord, and not to
the devil, we might hope in ten years to realize acces-
sions to adult membership through the advancing army
of our growing young people sufficient to inspire praise
in the most melancholy, and so as to equip our Church
for further usefulness to the glory-of God. It is in this
direction that our salvation lies. Shall we make this

‘the normal method of recruiting our membership?

The Relation of Church-Patriotism
to the Principle of Sacrifice.

I HAVE always felt that the word denominationalism is
awkward and ugly : but unfortunately we have no other
word to express the feeling of -patriotism towards the
@Burch of our choice. Surely it is well that we should
have strong local attachment to the particular church of
which we are members, and also that we should have
a loyal affection to the United Methodist Church as a
whole. Let us bear in mind that many of us, for many
years, had sich a feeling towards one or other of the
sections which are now combined. Nay more, we in-
vested not only our hearts but.also our talents and our
money 1n it, we were prepared to make great sacri-
fices for it. Each of these sections was morally valuable
because of the spiritual treasures put in it from the be-
ginning to the end of its long history.

Such facts as these it is impossible to forget in a day.
Each of these sections is dear to the memory of
thousands. And it is quite certain that if we have little or
no patriotism towards the United Methodist Church as a
whole, we shall be, in our secret souls—in the sanctum
sanctorum of our being—far more sectional than denomi-
national. '

Sectional feeling is not to be despised, though it re-
quires to'be transﬁgured and glorified ; for, after all, what
does it mean? . It means the emotion naturally growing
out of the sacrifices which have been made during the
long past. And true attachment to the larger whole can
be treated only in the same way. The more we invest in
the denomination,’the greater will be our love.

Every great fact of human life has become great
through sacrifice. The virtue and discipline of the early -
Roman citizens explain to us the growth of the Roman
Empire. The labours and martyrdom of the Church of
the first.three centuries enable us to understand its vic-
tory “over even the great Roman Empire. Why did
Methodism succeed in the 18th century? Because of the
work and suffering invested in it by the Methodist
preachers : hence also it was that the Methodist people
were prepared ‘to obey them. We may be sure that no
great success was every attained without sacrifice. Even
the Atonement would not be achieved without- it.
“Without shedding of blood there is no remission.”

And now let us ask ourselves—Have we really made
adequate sacrifices in connection with the ~United
Methodist Church? Was not the process of union easily
accomplished—so easily as to excite in all of us mutual
surprise? Did we not all of us at one time do more for
our sections than we are prepared to do for the united
Church? Did not one single section raise 100,000
guineas, while the whole Church finds difficulty in rzis-
ing one half that sum?

One hesitates to talk about money: many are apt to
charge the man who does so with mercenariness. But
money, after all, is a rough symbol of sacrifice or of
the absence of it, and without sacrifice the United.
Methodist Church will not be a success. Let us not
comfort ourselves for talking about the numerical de-
cline of other Churches. Ours is a peculiar case.
Union has prospered in Canada and in Australia. We
are the only united body which has declined in numbers
every year since union, ~There is only one way in which
we can arrest decline, and that is by the determination
to put our souls, our talents, our money into the
United Methodist Church as we once did into the
several sections of which it is composed.-

R.A,

“ Practical Primary Work.”

UNDER the above heading Mrs. Robins, wife of. our-
minister, Rev.. Arthur H. Robins, of Derby, has pub-
lished a booklet (Sunday School Union; 8d. net) which
we can most cordially commend alike to those super-
intendents and officers who are thinking of starting
primary work in their schools and to superintendents
and teachers who have already commenced- it. The
book is the sifting of much knowledge and much ex-
perience in practical primary work. The main contents
are: What is the Primary Department? The Session
Programme ; The Beginners’ Department ; The Training
Class, TIts Subjects for Study and Method; Primary
Work in the Villages; The Primary Workers’ Library.
The value of this booklet is far beyond its small price
and its thirty pages,
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Conference Jottings

Day by Day.

(Continued from page 532.)
Monday evening.
The Conference attendance is much .depleted -to-day.
Evidently some that left us at the week-end have not
yet returned. One or two may- return for  to-morrow,

but judging by the number. of.travelling . bags which are-

about the premises more will leave to-day than are likely
to come to-morrow. It is a. pity, for. the business of
some of the most important departments remains yet
to be transacted, - '

. * * *. * *

We commenced our session this morning with a
delightful little address from the Rev. J. Higman on
the text in 1 S. ix. 9, “For he that is now called a
prophet was aforetime called a seer.” The two terms
seer and prophet represented the two sides of a preach-
er’s life. The order—seer, prophet—still held good. A
man must see before he can talk. The word seer was
practically obsolete. Was there any significance in that?
Did we lay more emphasis upon the talking than upon
the seeing? He was not pleading for a more extensive
vision but for a more intensive one. Does not the depth
of our religion condition its extent? Vision is the source
of power. -

* * * * *

United Methodist' ministers do not come under the
Insurance Act which comes into operation to-day. But
Mr. Parker obtained thé consent of the Conference to
obtain from the Actuary, Mr. H. C. Thiselton, F.F.A,,
F.I.A., a scheme for the insurance .of United Methodist
ministers so as to secure the following benefits:
Maternity, Medical, Sickness, Funeral and Sanatorium.
The Medical, Funeral and Sanatorium benefits to be
available for a minister, his wife, and such children as
may be on the Equalization Fund. The details of the
scheme are to be submitted to.each minister and pro-
bationer in the spring of 1913, with a view to its
adoption or otherwise at the next annual meeting of
the Beneficent Society.

’ * K * * *

Almost all to-day we have been discussing our
Foreign Mission affairs. Details will be found in our
report. Here one or two jottings must suffice.

he Conference heard with gratification that the
Bazaars and Missionary Exhibitions, held in Sheffield
and Leeds had produced the noble sum of £2,500.

Mr. J. Briggs suggested as the result of their experi-
ence in Leeds that™ instead of attempting District
Bazaars it would be better to group circuits in different
parts of the District, and induce them to hold Bazaars
for the Mission debt: among themselves. "He thought
there would be a great saving in expenses and that the
results for the Mission debt would be greater.

*Mr. Cato said that'in the Liverpool and North Wales
District they purposed to raise their portion towards the
Mission debt without a bazaar, as the District was so
scattered as to make the 'holding of one Bazaar im-
practicable. ]

Variety of means is desirable if only the one end be
attained. ' o

The scheme for union' with the American Methodists
in. Peking for the training of our preachers in North
China grew in significance as it was expounded by Mr.
Stedeford. The conditions of union provide for absolute
equality’ of opportunity and privilege. as between the
Churches. The fees for our students will. be the same

as the fees for the American Methodist. students, and the.

Rev. G. T. Candlin, who has been appointed tutor at

Peking, will be on an equality in all respects with other

members of the College staff.

The movement is of
happy augury. o
*

* * * *

The Conference heard with pleasure of the willingness

.of the Rev. Frank B. Turner to return to China,
and sanctioned the making of arrangements with  that
end in view. The Rev. W. R. Stobie requests that he
may be stationed in an English circuit for a while, and
the Rev. J. W. Heywood was appointed to take his
place at Ningpo. “The Rev. C. E. Hicks has returned
from Yunnan on furlough, but it was resolved that in
consequence of the straitened condition ‘of the Foreign
Mission Fund he should be appointed to an English cir-
cuit, The same plan_was proposed regarding the Rev.
H. Parsons, who has already been homie on furlough for
about twelve months, but on.the motion of the Rev.
W. R. K. Baulkwill, who pointed out how depleted of
staff the Yunnan Mission was fast becoming, the Mis-
sionary Committee was" instructed to arrange for his
return to Yunnan as soon as convenient. The resigna-
tion of Dr. Lilian Grandin, in' view -of her approaching
marriage, was received with regret. The Conference
passed a resolution recording its high estiniation of her
character and work.” With. noble devotion to the mission
cause she incurred the expense of qualifying herself to
minister healing to the women and girls of West China,
and as a pioneer lady doctor in the region she has given
living proof of the power of the Gospel to inspire and
ennoble- womanhood. The Conference prayed that her
life might be filled with abundant joy and blessing, and
hoped that it might be possible for Dr. Grandin _in
;‘iu.tlgre days to render further _service on our mission

eld. .

* * * * *

After a brief exposition of the past and present rela-
tion of the Jamaica mission to home churches the Con-
ference, by a very large majority, accepted the Mis-
sionary Committee’s recommendation that in harmony
with the expressed desire of the Jamaica churches, the
Conference should take every step to facilitate the union
of those Churches with the Methadist. Episcopal Church
of the United States, and resolved that after this year
the statistics of those churches should not be included
1n our official returns.

We: had a long discussion this afternoon by the ex-
perts regarding the Agricultural work in connection with
our East African Mission. In the end it was decided
to establish a fund to finance the agricultural and indus-
trial work, to be called The Agricultural and Industrial
Fund. The sum of 42,100, the present overdraft at the
Bank on this account may be increased, if need be, to
438,000, but the profits of the first year are to be set
against this capital debt, the subsequent profits to be
disposed of as the Conference and- the Committee may
afterwards determine. Both Capital and Current Ac-
counts of the Fund are to be--published in the
“Minutes,” and the fund is to be under the complete

control of the IForeign Missions. Committee and Con- |

ference: .The Committee is to appoint a Sub-Committee
of five persons to take special charge of agricultural
affairs and to advise respecting improvements and ex-
tensions, The Secretary was instructed to obtain definite
information as to what power the- Committee has to let
any portion of the estates, should it become advisable
in the judgement of the Foreign Mission Committee to
form an Industrial Society apart from the Foreign Mis-
sion Committee for the fuller development of the East
Africa Agricultural estates on purely industrial lines, but
always in the interest of the Mission.

* * * * *

A friend who is unnamed has offered to our pro-
bationary ministers a prize of Five guineas for the best
essay on “Peace and War,” founded on Norman Angel’s
book, “The Great Illusion”; no essay to exceed 3,000
words. It is to be hoped that there will be keen com-
petition for this prize.

* * * * *

The heat yesterday and to-day has been almost un-
bearable. HENRY SMmiITH.

The Divine Indwelling.

By REv. H. J. SHINGLES.*

“Ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you and shall be
in you.”, John xiv., 17.

Sometimes we are called upon to think of what God
does for us, of the tremendous lengths to which He
goes to break down sin’s opposition, and reconcile us to
Himself. At other times we-are bidden think of what
God is to us, of Him as dwelling within the depths
of our personalities and striving ever to make these lives
of ours strong and gracious, rich and worthy, chivalrous
and sacrificial by ‘the right dirgction of our thought,
feeling and will. It is this latter aspect of His rela-
tion to us that the text stresses. IKor us this is to
be not merely a deduction from His indwelling in all
things, but a great experience of which the whole life
bears witness. That is to be our distinction, our glory;
the mark of our separation from all others. We are to
live conscious that the source of -all llfe and power is
within us, using this ‘brain, heart and will to think,
to love, to do. '

IBSEN’S PICTURE OF LIFE.

Sailors, we are told, dread having a corpse on board.
Let the suspicion get abroad that there is a dead body
somewhere in the cargo, and immediately all become
spiritiess and slack; spring and confidence forsalie the
crew. They keep at their tasks, but a sense of disaster
hangs over them and paralyses their soul. Do you know
how Ibsen uses this superstition? He pictures life as a
ship on.voyage with passengers of all sorts on board.
All alike in their hali-sleepy existence are the victims
of vague dreams and horrid nightmares. They have
no buoyancy, no joy, no purpose splendid, no life
ahundant. They know not the port they are to enter.
They are simply drifting, and drifting with the feeling
of wearisome toil and impending catastrophe over all.
Any moment out of the heart of ‘the mysterious may
appear an awful iceberg suddenly to crash them to their
doom. They are sailing with a corpse on board.

Is that to be our reading of life? It makes a vast
difference when a man is sure of God within, when he

‘can say with Paul “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth

in me.” That man has no feel of a corpse on board.
He has solved life’s secret. He is king amongst men,
He is king in the sense in whch Carlyle has taught
us to think of it. He is the able man, the man who
can dare and do. How can circumstances fright the
man who is aware of the Eternal within him? How
can fear or defeat cast a permanent shadow across the
path of him who is sure of the counsel, friendship,

.inspiration of “the everlasting God, the Lord, the

Creator of the ends of the earth”? Impossible. That
man stands always to triumph. Perhaps we  would
hardly go to Shakespeare for an illustration of this.
And yet we may. Mr. Maxfield, in his little book on
Shakespeare, points out that one of the truths of
Richard III. is, “That the obsession of self-confidence
betrays person after person to misery and death. All
the heads that lift themselves proudly go bloody to
the dust or bow in anguish. Only one man moves by
other light than his own. He is the only one who
achieves quiet triumph.” There you have it. The only
one who achieves quiet triumph is he who moves
by other light than his own.

THE INDWELLING OF GOD.

I find no difficulty in believing in the indwelling
of God. What makes God, God? Not omnipoténce.
We can imagine an omnipotent devil. Not omniscience,
We can picture an all-knowing and cléver demon. There
is but one thing which makes God, God, which impels
our worship, praise and. reverence. - That one thing is
love. It is that which gives Him the throne and the
right to our devotion.. :

*An address delivered at the Devotional Service held on Thurs dé&
morning, July 11th, .

“For the loving worm within its clod

Were diviner than a loveless god Y
. Amid his worlds, I will dare to say.” .
And what is ever love’s quest? Is it not fellowship,
inumacy, communion? Love cannot keep away. It
laughs at barriers. We all know how the minstrel wan-
dered through many lands till the notes of his flute
struck through iron bars to the ears of his captive King.
Lhat is ever love’s way. So then the Infinite Love can
be no other than the ever-present, the within, the
“never so tar as to be near.”

I'HE ANSWER OF JESUS. )

Do you ask, why then is the consciousness of this so
feeple and in many apparently non-existent? There can
be but one answer. Lt is the answer of Jesus. Sym-
pathetic response was to give this experience to .the
disciples, the world was to lack it because it neither
beheld the Spirit of Lruth .nor knew Him. 1s not ali
vision and knowledge based on sympathy? You cannot
apprehend that for which you have no sort of affinity.
Set mathematics before some people and however clearly
you explain the principles, they will be bewildered. Place
before them a poem or a picture and they are entraqcefi.
They have found something to which the soul within
them. responds, and vision and knowledge become
theirs. ) .

Now many have gazed upon the light of setting suns,
the round ocean, the sounding cataracts, the lonely
mountain tops, but to how many have they become what
they were to Wordsworth, the “Open Sesame” to that
Presence which disturbs with the joy of elevated thought
and gives power to see into the life of things? Words-
worth tells us why they were this to him. He had
carly learned to look on nature with a humble heart
and’ the superstitious eye of love. "That was his secret.
“The superstitious eye of love!” 1 wish we could dwell
on that phrase. It describes the bogy of the modern
mind, the fear of which is the source of our limited.
power and vision. Let us not fear to use that organ
of vision. 1t is the most clarifying of mediums. It was
“the superstitious eye of love” which enabled Plato
to understand Socrates, and John to understand Jesus,
better than any one -else before or since. Amid all
the characteris of Shakespeare there is not one true
saint. Was it that no saint had come within the ken
of his myriad-mind? It was not that. His way of lile
prevented him understanding sainthood. Intelligence,
genius, wisdom give not this knowledge; they will not
make up for lack of affinity. To portray a saint you
must have the mind of a saint. Here, then, you have
the- secret of the feeble consciousness of the indwelling
of God, non-response to His inspirations, to His moral
demands, a “holding down,” as Paul puts it, “the truth
in unrighteousness.” '

GUIDANCE.

To those who will to respond two things are prom-
ised. First, Guidance. “He shall guide you into all
the. truth.” Guide is a gracious word. It calls up a
very beautiful picture. It is a picture of a great teacher,
full of wisdom and understanding, and capable and
willing to come down to the dullest scholar’s need and
capacity. And that is just what God through the Spirit.
does. With infinite patience and hope He stoops to our
need and capacity and gradually leads us into the fuller
knowledge of the truth. This necessarily means a going
onward, a leaving of the things behind. At times we
forget this. We survey the present, and as we miss the
joy, the enthusiasm, the rapture of an- earlier day, dis-
content and dismay disturb us. A wistful wonder fills
our eye as we glance back.

We imagine that somehow we can recapture that first
careless rapture by singing again the old notes, re-
echoing the old calls. It is a vain imagination. The
old rapture can never be regained. But we can gain a
new, a deeper and richer one. That is our: business.
Fancy a lover telling the story of his love in the same
old way ten years after he has been married. His wife
would laugh at him; he would laugh at himself. The
madness will have passed, but the flame of love, fed by
deepening experience and closer knowledge, will burn
not the less but the more bright and pure and constant.
The grace of an. earlier day is not Jost but preserved by
being transfigured and embraced in the quiet strength
and fidelity of a later.

ILLUMINATION.

The second thing promised is Illumination. “He
shall glorify Me.” It has been pointed out that there-is
no more wonderful transformation of character in all
human history than that presented by the contrast be-
tween the disciples of the Gospels and the apostles of
the Acts. The transformation was the result of the
illuminating power of the Spirit. Whilst Christ was
with them, the ideal was without them ; they could love
and admire but not imitate. When He left them, the
Spirit took possession of them and from within trans-
formed them into His image. Christ was glorified.
His wondrous significance was revealed and the path
shown whereby human character and life might be
fashioned on His majestic lines. It is said of the youth-
ful Correggio, that when shown a picture by Raphael,
he exclaimed, “lo sono pittore, anch’io ” (“I also am a
painter ). The marvellous skill of Raphael did not
depress him. It awakened the sense of kinship and
gave him new power and vision. }

I stand before the figure of Christ. His matchless
purity, the utter perfection of His manhood, the won-
der of His works, the sublimity of His teaching, appears
-cold; abstract, unrelatival to common humanity. But.
the Spirit floods that figure and those works with light,
makes them glow with kindling life. The tasks that
seemed too great, the ventures g—lat seemed too daring,
the ideals too lofty, and the sacrifices too exacting, all
come within the range of possibility, since the Spirit
within grants me new vision, relates me to the un-
diminishing might of the Father, and enables me as [
look on the Christ to say, “I, too am a Son.”
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The Wesleyan Methodist Church
to the United Methodist Church.

A Delightful Fraternal Letter.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH.

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,

According to arrangements recently decided upon I
have pleasure in sending you greeting on behalf of the
VVeslc_eyan Methodist Church. The exigencies of busi-
ness in our various Conferences have made it impractic-
able for any exchange of personal representation. -That
does not mean that our mutual fraternal apreciation and
affection are in any degree diminished, and in order
that those may be perfectly plain to you it is my
privilege ‘and pleasure to say how heartily we of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church trust that yow may have
a Conference full of grace and power, and-be enabled
to enter upon the work of your new year in good heart
and with the assurance of true success.

~ With ourselves you will all ‘be feeling ‘the difficulties
of the times through which we aré passing. The great
unrest which in various forms is manifésting itself thé
whale world over, is making its influence felt for the
time being somewhat severely in our Church life. There
is going on everywhere, ard most of all in our own
country, a great and fundamental readjustment of
relationships. The old social classifications are being
challenged,. and challenged successfully, and in the
mighty transitions which are just now taking place
there are some men trembling with unnecessary fears
and grieved to the heart at the sweeping away of old
landmarks, while others are being excited by great
hopes, and are venturing on many a doubtful experi-
ment. All this is reflected more or less acutely in-our
Church life and those who are called upon to lead
the Church, as the members of your Conference, are
needing everything that God’s good spirit can bestow in
the way of power and love and discipline. 1.suggest
that we should remember for our encouragement that
Methodism began its course at a time of analogous
unrest.
the French Revolution. In England the evangelistic
work of John Wesley and his companions converted
social ferment into religious concern and brought on
that great evangelical revival which has meant so
much for the nation in the strength and steadiness and
sanctity of a rising democracy. There is a loud call tous
in these days to repeat by God’s help the work that was
done by John Wesley in his days. We must not dwell too
comfortably inside. dur churches, but must-go forth with
courage and confidence to proclaim to men in the streets
and in the villages the truth that shall make them
free.  The most living movements of the time are
doing their work outside. They are challenging the
attention of the multitudes and . submitting themselves
fearlessly to open discussion. I think you will agree
with me that in these methods we ought to hold our
own with the best, but if we are to do it there .must
be a new zeal in our Churches, there must be born
among us a deeper and more sacrificial compassion,
and we must take care to make our open-air campaign
not the work of tiny, individual groups, but of the
whole Church, carefully organised, and commanding
for such service its best ability.  These arc things
which will be said in our own Conference and I venture
in all brotherly cordiality, and in the name of the Church
which 1 represent, to pass them on to you. ‘

Praying that the Sessions of your Conference may be
marled throughout.by the manifest presence and bless-
ing of God.

Believe me, my dear Mr. President,

Yours very truly,
HENRY HAIGH,
President of thé Wesleyan Methodist Conference.
Central Buildings,
Westminster, L.ondon, S.W
8th July, 1912,

R. H. Allenson, Ltd.

“A Daughter of the ‘Slums.”
1s. 6d.

A gospel temperance story of the old-fashioned’ type,
simply and earnestly told, and in which the wayward
folk are won by the presentation of a logical sequence
of familiar texts, It is a “plan of salvation” that
‘seems almost too easily effective, and yet it would ap-
pear to many inelastic, mechanical, and uninspiring.

“Three Girls and a Garden,”
8s. 6d.

Attractively bound and illustrated. A story for the
times, showing the courage and cheerful endeavour 91‘
three orphaned girls. They made ends “meet and tie
with a bow.”
written, and all of the domestic order.

By Emma Sheffield.

By Mary R. Jarvis.

By Ernest Prothero. Pub-
lished by “The Leisure Hour.” Paper back, 6d.

Racy and replete with adventures. Myddleton’s career
gives some insight into the trials and prejudices that
beset a railwayman’s life. The hero’s experiences at
sea are more fortunate and bring him fame. But instead
of returning home to enjoy it he goes to Africa to assist

.in the construction of a new railway. Eventually he
comes into touch with the Congo atrocities, and drills
and leads the natives in guerilla attacks on their perse-
cutors. His forces are finally scattered by superior
numbers. As he is returning to the coast he stumbles

“ Myddleton’s Treasure.”

mon’s Mines,? and arrives in England a rich man.

In France the great unsettlement culminated in-

There are five other stories, all brightly |

"excepted from the Act.”

U;M. Ministers ahd the

Insurance Act.”

HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE.
Chancery Division,

'NATIONAL INSURANCE, ‘1911.
METHODIST MINISTERS’' POSITION.

RE EM'PLOYMENT OF MINISTERS OF THE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

(Before Mr. Justice Joyce.)

This case raised the question whether employment of
ministers of the United Methodist Church by the Con-
ference of that Church or by the circuits to which the
ministers were attached was employment within the
meaning of Part I. of the Insurance Act, 1911, .

.The Solicitor-General (Mr. Sargeant with him) for
the Insurance Commissioners, said that with regard to
the present case it was brought before the High Court
under the provisions of Section 66, Sub-section 1 (jii) of
the Act. ‘The application had been made by the Rev.
George Parker, Secretary of the Syperannuation and
other Funds on Form X 4, a form of application for the
determination of questions under Section 66, Mr. Parker
said that he was authorized to represent the ministers.
He also said that the employers of the ministers were
the Conference. It was the Conference that appointed
the ministers: it was the. Conference that dismissed
them. The question was whether the ministers were
persons employed under a contract of service within the
Act.

THE FOUNDATION DEED }-’OLL.

In 1907 an Act was passed authorizing the Union of
the Methodist New Connexion, the Bible Christians, and
the United Methodist Free Churches, under the name
of the United Methodist Church,

The Foundation Deed Poll of the:United Methodist
Church was of importance.. Clause 23. of that deed
dealt with the powers_and duties of the Conference, and
from this it appeared that the Conference had power
(a) to appoint. R’Iinisters»and_ Probationers; (b). to admit
upon probation any persons it might approve and
who had been recommended by certain subordinate
bodies of the Church; also to discontinue the services of
such probationers if not satisfied with their doctrinal
views and general suitability, and also to admit into
full connexion such probationers as were approved;, (j)
to censure, suspénd, or exclude from the ministry any
minister ‘upon satisfactory evidence of immorality,
erroneous doctrinal teaching, deficiency of ability,
neglect of duty, general unsuitability, or of his acting
contrary to, or neglecting. to observe, the rules .and
regulations of the Church. Then Clause 28 gave the
Conferenice a suspending power to deal with urgent
cases, i.e., cases of ministers acting so as to cause
public scandal.

The Conference had power to appoint and suspend
ministers, but not to pay them. They were paid by the
circuits. “The provisions relating to the organization of
meetings other than the Conference” dealt with what
the circuit meetings had to do: the circuit was the pay-
master (Clause 9) () and the circuit meeting contained
all the ministers (Clause 8).

PROVISIONS OF THE -ACT.

,Sectio_n 1. (2) of the Insurance Act provided that'“The
persons employed within the meaning of this Part of this
Act (in this Act referred to as ‘ employed contributors’)
shall include all persons of cither sex, whether British
subjects or not, who -are engaged in any of the em-
ployments specified in ‘Part I. of the First Schedule to
this Act, not being employments specified in Part II.
of that Schedule ” are ‘described in Schedule 1. (a):
“Employment in the United Kingdom under any
contract of service or -apprenticeship written or
oral, whether expressed or implied, and whether
the employed person is paid by the employer
or some other person, and whether under one or more
-employers, and whether paid by the time or by piece or
partly by the time or partly by the piece, or otherwise,
or, except in the case of a contract of apprenticeship
without any money payment.”

Unlike the Workmen’s ‘Compensation Acts, this Act
included those who worked with their heads. Part I.
(c) of Schedule I. dealt with outworkers—i.e., persons
to whom work was given to be done in their own homes
or any other premises not under the control or manage-
ment of the person who gave out the articles or
materials. The words “not under the control” qualified
his own home or other premises, not the person giving
out the work.

Mr. Justice Joyce : Why did not the cutworkers come
within the Act?

The Solicitor-General : Because it was decided to give
the Commissioners a special discretion with regard to
them., There was a great distinction between *“ contract
of service,” and “contract for services.” The question
was Wwhether these ministers came under Part
Schedule 1., and the Act did not appear to take a narrow
view of the meaning of the “contract of service.” On the
contrary it took a very wide view. Part II. (g) says “em-
ployment otherwise than by way of manual labour and
at a rate of remuneration. exceeding .£160 a year was
Therefore, this case only
affected ministers with salaries of under £160 a year.
School teachers came within the Act, and it could not be
said that there was much difference between a school

"teacher and a teacher of morals,
upon the discovery of a clue to the real “King Solo- | -

* Reproduced by special and kind permission from ‘‘ The Times'' of
Friday last.

1. of

THE AUTHORITIES.

In Pollock’s “Law of Torts,” eighth edition, page 79,
there was a passage drawing distinction between a
servant and an independent contractor. The Master of
the Rolls and Lord Justice Fletcher Moulton dealt with
the term “contract of service” in Simmons v. Heath
Laundry Company (1910-1.—K. B.; 543). He, the Soli-
citor-General, said that he did not desire to argue either
side. He simply wished to place the facts before the
Court, The Insurance Commissioners wished to have
a decision for their guidance. .

Mr. Younger, K.C. (Mr. Owen Thompson with him)
said that in Yemens v. Noakes (Q.B.D., 580), Lord
Justice Bramwell gave a.definition of “servant.”

Mr. Justice Joyce : In a contract of service must there
not be “a servant”? .

Mr. Younger: Yes. That was the distinction be-
tween “contract of service” and “contract for services.”
A servant was a person who could be controlled in the
manner of doing his work as well as directed to do a
certain thing. The outworker was specially brought in
because doing the work in his own home, he.could not
be under control so as to constitute a contract of ser-
vice, and therefore would not otherwise come within the
Act. As far as could be seen the control over these
ministers was only negative. They were left in com-
plete independence in the doing of their work : there was
only the power of suspension.

In a contract of service the employer was responsible
for libels by the servant. It could not be said that the
Church was responsible for a libel by a minister. Again
it would be impossible in this cdse to find the master
who would be responsible under the Act.

0

JUDGEMENT.

Mr. Justice Joyce, in delivering judgement, said the
questions submitted to him were whether certain classes
of employment were employment within the meaning
of the National Insurance Act, 1911: His Lordship said
that Part I., sub-sec. (I.) of the Act.provided that* sub-
ject to the provisions of this Act, all persons of the age

1 of sixteen and upwards who are employed within the

meaning of this part of this Act shall be, and any such
persons who are not employed but who possess the
qualifications hereinafter mentioned may be, insured in
manner provided in this Part of this Act, and all per-
sons so insured (in this Act called ‘insured persons’)
shall be entitled in the manner and subject to the con-
ditions provided in this Act to the benefits in respect of
health insurance and prevention of sickness conferred
by this Part of this Act.”

His Lordship also read Part I., Sub-section 2, and
observed that in the first schedule of Part I. (a) was
to be found the meaning of employment. If the per-
sons affected by this case were employed at all, it would
be very difficult to find who were the employers. His
attention had been called to cases in which the differ-

_ence between “contract of service” and *“contract for

services ” had been considered, and in face of those
cases and of the judicial observations to be found therein
his Lordship was of opinion that it was absolutely im-

| possible for anyone to argue seriously that these per-
| sons were under a contract of service. Thére was no
;contract of service. ’

Solicitors : The Solicitor to the Treasury and Water-
‘house and Co.

% The Church thé.t found Herself.”

UNDER the above title, confessedly borrowed from
Kipling's title, “The Ship that found herself,” the Rev.
J. Day Thompson tells the story of the Primitive
Methodist . Centenary Celebrations, 1907-1911 (Ham-
mond ; 1s. net). The celebrations aimed at deepening
the spiritual life of the churches and at raising £250,000
—£100,000 for Connexional purposes and £150,000 for
local purposes. In gracious measure here and there the
first aim was realized. The financial result reached the
great total of ,£830,000—480,000 more than was aimed
at; but the proportions were a disappointment, for the
Connexional contribution fell short of the amount aimed
at by ;418,000 and the amount for local purposes reached
some £,90,000 more than was named at first. “In the ag-
gregate the Connexion has done nobly; but in detail the
result is disappointing,” says one who is quoted in this
book. Mr. Thompson properly adds that with all its
drawbacks of detail the Centenary Thanksgiving Fund
stands out as “by far the -greatest thing our Church
has accomplished in the department of finance.” And
itf is an achievement Primitive Methodism may be proud
of.

This book tells of the beginnings of the Centenary
Commermoration, its progress, its personalities, its
romance, its meaning and moral. It is all interesting;
but the most interesting parts to this reviewer are
those which tell of the meetings on Mow Cop and the
chapter which deals with the romance of the movement.
The closing chapter would have been easier to read if
it had not contained so many superlatives. ‘We all be-
lieve our own branch of the Church of Christ to be the
best, and we take the privilege of saying so with em-
phasis in our private circles, but in a book intended for
general reading we should trim our superlatives down
a bit. As it is, parts'of the last chapter of this book
make us feel as if we were eavesdropping. We can

understand Mr. Thompson’s temptation at such a time

and writing after such a successful effort, for our Primi-
tive Methodist- friends have a great deal they may glory
in. The book is well illustrated.

Rev. T. Tims Waylett has intimated his intention. of
leaving Great Jackson Street Church, Manchester, in
August, 1918, after 'six years’ service.

N
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United M.ethoc_:l_iit Table Talk.

NOTICE.—When Articles or Letters are signed
with the writers' names or initials, or with pseudonyms,
the Edilor must not necessarily be held to be in agree-
ment witk the views therein expressed or with the mode
of extression. In suck instances insertion only means that
the matler or the point of view is considered of sujficient
interest and importance to warrant publication. The
Denominational position on any subject can, of course,
be defined only by the Conference.

* * * * *

The Editor’s address is 188 Rye Lane,
Peckham, S.E.
, * * * % *
CLERGYMEN AND NONCONFORMISTS.
“The Work of the Ministry,” by Dr. W. H.
Griffith Thomas (Hodder and Stoughton, 6s. net),
Professor of Old Testament Literature and Exegesis
at Wycliffe College, Toronto, and formerly Prin-
cipal of Wydliffe Hall, Oxford, is one of the most
comprehensive books on this subject issued in recent
years. It is written’ from the point of view of an
evangelical clergyman of the Church of England and
no Nonconformist minister could read it without re-
‘ celving much stimulus to increased devotion to his
work and many suggestions in aid of a better way
of doing it. Least of all could he read it without
being charmed by the gracious spirit of-the writer.
Dr. Griffith Thomas is a man who has a grip of
central truths and his writing is pervaded with the
most gracious Christian spirit. One of the chapters
is headed ‘“Some Problems,” and one of its sections
is devoted to Nonconformity. Dr. Griffith Thomas,
speaking to young men.in training as ministers for
the Church of England, tells them that the clergy-
man should always be "perfectly courteous to the
Nonconformists in his parish, and that if he can find
out why they are Nonconformists it will help him
to enter into their feelings and spiritual position and
will give him sympathy in dealing with them when
occasion arises. Unless it is absolutely necessary
in self defence, he says, it would be wise not to
enter into controversy with Nonconformjsts. “We
must agree to differ, recognizing that they are just
as conscientious in their position as we are in ours.”
At the same time, if Nonconformists wish to discuss
differences clergymen must be ready to give a reason
for the hope that is in them. ‘‘But we shall often
find that the Nonconformist is far more able to give
a good account of himself than many Churchmen,
and this will be a salutary experience even for a

clergyman.” It is gracious of Dr. Thomas to say
this : how we wish that it was more widely true
among us.

* *’ * * *
SCHISM.

Dr. Griffith Thomas adds a word on *Schism ”
which is very salutary and which we should like to
'see noted not only by a certain type of clergyman
but also by a certain type of clerically- minded lay-
men whose effusions one reads or hears of from
time to time. “One thing beyond all others,” says
Dr. Griffith Thomas, “must be avoided in our rela-
tions with Nonconformists,  and that is, to imagine
that we are the Church and they are in schism.
Schism in the New Testament is not a severance
from the Church, but a severance witkin the Church,
and as we review Church History during the last
three hundred years it is perfectly impossible on any
fair interpretation ‘to attribute all the blame on one
side. This fact ought to make us tender'and patient
in our dealings with those who are probably per-
fectly conscientious in their adherence to the Non-
conformity of their forefathers. Everything will
depend upon the tone and spirit of the .clergyman,
and if he shows Nonconformists how to discuss dif-
ferences with fairness and good temper he will do
more to recommend his' Master and his Church than
the mere winning of all the proselytes in the world.”
To that last sentence we would say most heartily,
in the manner of an auditor in a public meeting,
‘“Hear, hear.”

: * * * * *

“WHAT OUR READERS THINK.”

‘We have reason to know that the communications
which appear under this heading are among the most
carefully read of all the contents of our issues from
week to week, and we desire to encourage a growth
of these communications. At the same time may
we point out to our contributors that the chances of
their securing attention from our readers are very
much increased if brevity is studied? Of late letters
have grown and grown -until many of them attain
the dimensions of the very longest articles we
usually publish. Doubtless this is because the
writers are, in Bacon’s phrase, “full men.” All the
.same, the art of writing is not to say all you could
say, or even all you would like to say, but to say
what is absolutely necessary to your purpose and
then stop. Will our correspondents kindly note?

PERSONAL.

Ronald A. Fleming has gained one.of the Founda-
tion Scholarships in the Manchester Grammar School.

Mr. Harold J. Mellor, son of the late Rev. John
Mellor, has recently passed the Civil Service Exam-
ination for the Customs and Excise, and has received
an appointment at Glasgow.

Mr. George H. Cooper, second son of the Rev.
Thomas Cooper, of Bolton, has just been successful
in passing the examination of the British Pharmaceu-
tical Society, L.ondon, and is now enrolled a member
of that Society.

On leaving Norwich, the Rev. R. Wilton has
received a resolution, passed by the Free Church
Council, recording its high appreciation of his valuable
services to the Free Church life of the City, and
expressing its regret at his removal, and its wish that
his ministry in Plymouth may be long and successful.

Charles William Dudley, son of the Rev. J. Dudley,
who was awarded the Medical Scholarship at Leeds
University last year, has this year been awarded the
Infirmary Scholarship. It is of the value of 40
guineas and consists of a. free ticket to the clinical
teaching of the Leeds Infirmary.

* * * * p

REV. J. S. WITHINGTON.

Last Thursday the Rev. ]J. Swann Withington
attained his 90th birthday, and the Conference offered
him its most cordial congratulations on the event
and -its wishes for his continued well-being. The
“ Rochdale Observer ” of the preceding day published
a long, illustrated article, in which it told Mr. With-

| ington’s life-story, and gave his reminiscences of

eminent men, and reproduced letters Mr. Withington
had received from Cardinal Wiseman and Cardinal
Manning. We are glad to hear that Mr. Withington
was the recipient of many letters, telegrams, con-
gratulations, and presents on his birthday, from
friends in all parts of the country. He desires us to
express his warm appreciation of so much kindness,
and his sincere thanks for such kindly remembrance.
* * * * *

DR. TOWNSEND.

On bis retirement from the pastorate of Trinity
Church, Prestatyn, Dr. Townsend has received a
cordial letter from the Vicar of Prestatyn, from which
we are permitted to make an extract :—

Dear Dr. Townsend,

You will I am sure permit me to express in one
sincere word my cordial good wishes upon your retire
ment from pastoral care. It was with a feeling akin
to amazement that I read in the local newspaper the
words—“who has completed fifty-two years’ ministry.”
It has been given you by the will of God to devote
great abilities and marvellous energy to the highest of
all possible services, and to enjoy the ripening under
many summer noons, of the gladsome harvest of the
quiet eye. Honoured by your denomination with the
highest distinction that it could confer, you are not
the less esteemed by neighbours and friends of other
Christian persuasions. Whilst the best and dearest
. wishes of your own flock follow you, the equally sin-
cere wishes from. other folds are not wanting. And
‘not for you alone, but also for Mrs. Townsend do we
greatly desire a prolonged eventide of peace and hap-
piness. “Ipso vero Dominus noster Jesus Christus,
et Deus ac Pater noster, qui dilexit nos, et dedit con-
solationem aeternam et spem bonam per gratiam, con-
soletur. cestia .corda et stabiliat vos in omni sermone
et opere bono.”

Conference Missionary Meeting.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO CHAIRMAN'S LIST.
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Previously acknowledged

Mrs. E. B. Dale, Manchester ...

Rev. E. W, Hirst, Sheffield

Mr. J. G. Addison, Durham

Mr. Bridgwater, Birmingham ...

Mr. E. Henderson, Hanley

Mr. S. J. Gee, London ...

Mr. J. Langton, Derby ...

Mr. T. W. Fines, Derby

‘Smaller Sums, Derby .

Miss E. Rowe, Tavistock

Mr. F. Bradley, Pendlebury ...

Mr. R. S. Richards, Penzance ...

Mr. J. Hodge, St. Ives ... ...
Mr.- H. A. Rogers, Redland, Bristol
“Morecambe ”
Mr. J. 1. Myatt, Fenton ...

Mr. S. Hutchson, Cowling

Mr. T. Whiteley, Brighouse

Mrs. E. Gledhill, Well House ...
Rev. J. E. Swallow, Newcastle-on-Tyne
Mr C, P. Simmonds, Colsterworth -..
Mr. T. A. Keggen, Levenshulme

Mr. and Mrs. Burgess, Derby ...

Mr. H. Ward, Wadsley Bridge
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NEW BOOKS FOR EVERY MINISTER.

- NEW BOOKS FOR EVERY LAYMAN.

REVOLUTIONARY
CHRISTIANITY.

By J. PARTON MILUM.

Crown 8vo. Cloth gilt. 3/6 net.

‘| have two books In front of me at this instant, one
Socialist and the' other Antl-Soclallst. The former ls a
very splrited and sincere book, apparently by a new writer,
Mr. J. Parton M{lum; It Is cailed * Revolutionary. Christian-
Ity,”” and published by Sampson Low. ... KB Mr. Milum has
all the merlts that are claimed by the Anti-Soclalist,
moral Independence, manly lucidlty, and an energetle por-
sonallty.— Mr. G. K. Chesterton in the '‘ Daily News.”

The Bible for the Young.
By Rev. J. PATERSON SMYTH, B.D., LL.D., D.Litt.

5 volumes ready, 3 more to follow; 1/- net and
1/6 net each. Detailed prospectus post free.

BY THE SAME AUTHOR—~

How We Got Our Bihle.

Crown 8vo. Illustrated. Cloth, 1/6 and 1/-;
Paper, 6d. net.

How To Read the Bible.

128 pages. Cloth, 1/-.

How God Inspired the Bible.
222 pages. Cloth, 2/6.
The Old Documents and the
New Bihle.

With 11 Illustrations. 216 pages. Cloth, 2/6.

The Church : Its Divisions,
Its Projects of Reunion. sa.

A BOOK FOR EVERY ORGANIST
AND CHOIRMASTER.

A Short History of Music .in England.
By ERNEST FORD, F.R.A.M.
Illustrated. 5/- net.

ROBUST!!T HEALTHY!!)
- FICTION.

BORROW FROM YOUR LIBRARY, OR
BUY FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER,

READ, READ, READ,

THE MOUNTAIN GIRL.

By PAYyNE ERSKINE. Crown 8vo, ‘Cloth.
312 pages. 6/-. Third Impression next week,

THE BROAD HIGHWAY,

By JEFFERY FARNOL., Crown 8vo.

THE MONEY MOON.

By the author of *' The Broad Highway.”
Crown 8vo. 6/-.

RAMONA. By HeLen HUNT JACKSON.

Full Crown 8vo. Cloth gilt. 6/-.

BART KENNEDY interprets Life for US in
THE HUMAN COMPASS.

Crown 8vo. Cloth gilt. 6/-.

All Lovers of ' Little Women”» should read
LOUISA MAY ALCOTT, DREAMER

AND WORKER.

By BELLE Mosgs. Crown 8vo. Cloth gilt extra,
6/-. net. .

Crown 8vo.

POPULAR!!!

264 pages.

6/-.

Messrs, SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON & Co,,
Ltd., are the publishers of all Miss Alcott’s
copyright works, published at

1/-, 1/8, 2/, 2/6, 3/6 and 6/-.

Lists Free on application.

© OO OITOOoOT0O0o o

London : SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON &
CO., LTD., Overy House, 100 Southwark
St., S.E., and 32 Warwick Lane, E.C.
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The Canny Folks o’ Coal-Vale.

By RaMSAY GUTHRIE, Author of “Neddy Jacques,” “A Son of the Silence,” etc.

“OURS.”

THOSE who heard her for the first time speak of
William in the odd and possessive way were completely
‘mystified. =~ Who could “Ours” be? they wondered.
‘When, at length, they discovered that har husband was
intended, it was more than they could do to secrete their
mirth. It was quite a common thing in Coal-Vale to
hear women address their husbands by their surnames,
but Ruth was peculiar in the designation she adopted.
When she spoke to “her man,” he was William. When
she spoke to others about him, he was “Ours.” Why
she used ‘the plural was an inexplicable thing. There
were just two of them, and “Mine” would have been
correct. No one professed to know the secret, unless it
was her pride of possession in William. He was hers.
She claimed him absolutely, and proclaimed the fact a
score of times a day. It was one of the jokes of the
colliery. The name was never used without merriment.

“She’s a. daftie, makin’ hersel’ sae ridic’lus!” one
woman would say to another. “One wad think she was
afraid we had designs upon him1?”

“Mebbies she fears he’ll run away,” the other would.

laugh with-a nod. “If he hadden’t the meekness o’
Moses an’ the patience o’ Job, he’d hev left her lonely
lang since.” :

“Why, he’s to be pitied! » the first. would continue.
“She hes him at her apron-strings. He's a parfect
slave.” .

“1f she'd had a baker’s dozen o’ bairns she'd hev been
a healthier woman an’ Oors wad hev beenr a happier
man,” was the grim response of the other, - :

No one had any patience with Ruth Tell. She was
“a middlin’ invalid » when she came to Coal-Vale, but
she soon became.“a chronic.” It was impossible to give
her sickness’a name. The doctor used terms full of
mystery and confusion, She was “alwes weary,”
“plagued wi’ a cough,” “wi’ a heart that fluttered,” “an’
compleecations simply tarrible.” .

1t must be said that she looked the “picter o’ health.”
She was short and plump, with colour in her cheeks and
tone in her voice.

“] knaa I look weel,” she used to whine. “That's
the hardest thing I hev to bear. There’s nae sympathy
for the goodly-lookin’, but looks isn’t iverythin’. Feelin’s
the cue, an’ the words isn’t made to describe me aaful
state an’ condition.”

There were features in her illness which seemed to be
inconsistent. When William was at work she could
move about and “fend for hersel’,” but, when the time
approached for .she return, she ¢properly collapsed.”
Usually she lay on the “settle.” Sometimes she took to
her bed. The week-ends, when “Ours” was at home,
invariably found -her on “the worser side.” The cough
was “bothersome,” her heart had “the dothers,” and her
limbs were limp. She would recline on the “settle,” or
be propped up with pillows and her exhaustion would- be
wellnigh complete. .

Her mother lived many miles away, but occasionally
she came to Coal-Vale,” Strange to say, with her
mother’s coming, Ruth began to mend. She would have
the tea to prepare and with wonderful alacrity she wou'd

bustle about. L
The neighbours were on the gui wive whenever the old

lady appeared.

“yRuIt);lx-)n Il be parpendic’lar when her mother’s on the
job1” one would laugh. .

“Ay ! she'll get through her drills the day ! ” .

“1f’s a pity her mother’s not alwes here,” a sagacious
dame would remark. “It would pay William to give
his mother-i>-laaw a pension for stoppin’. Her mother’s
the med’cine for. Ruth!” . R

It was noticed, also, that, however ill she might have
been beforehand, she was always able to attend the Sun-
day School Anniversary on the Easter Sunday and the
tea-meeting the following day. For years this had hap-
pened. “Ours,” of course, had to “haalf carry her” on
his arm, but all trace of invalidism vanished when the
bairns got up to sing and recite. .

«1 thowt I wad venturé,” she would explain to the
folks as she prepared to leave for home. “I’ve nivver
missed the bairns’ day these mony yeers. I'll hetta
suffer for me venturesomeness, I mak’ nae~doot, but the
Lord’ll mebbies not be hard!” She spoke resignedly,
but it was obvious she had no dread. )

On the Easter Monday morning she always had “a
tarrible torn,” but she never failed to revive between two

and three in time for the tea. She was quite “ Peért » at
the tables. “The excitement,” she explained, “kept her
up »

For the remainder of the week she was “properly
felled.” When she coughed she “thowt she was spittin
to pieces,” and her. heart gave “a thoosand lowps a
minute.” “Aall the compleecations were agetated an'
aggaravated.” She had “barely strength to breathe.”

The women, her immediate neighbours especially, were
impatient and. contemptuous. B

“She’s just playin’ at bein’ poorly,” was the common
observation. “She likes to be caddoodled up an’ pam-
'pered. She waants a bonny good shakin’ to get the
nonsense oot on her. If Qors had ony gumption, he wad
tak’ hissel’ off for a’ week. She wad mend if she was
lonely ! ? ’
_ Some “couldn’t abide her.”
incensed them. - .

A canny, simple man was “Ours.” He was just about
her height, but-pale and thin. He was. a hewer, with
plenty of skill, but lacking in strength. Many declared
that he did not get the food he required for such strenu-
ous work. He was never known to have missed a shift
through illness. He had “nae chance to be poorly.”
She had the monopoly of “badliness.” Sometimes she
had his dinner ready on the table, but often he reached
home and nothing was arranged. He had then to “fend ”
for himself and “a coffee-dinner” resulted,

Her idleness and duplicity

She gave him no peace. She kept him on the trot
almost all the time he was in the house. She was ever
searching -for something for him to do. Her pillows had
to be re-arranged; the door had to be “snecked,” coals
were needed, there were sticks to chop, or toast and tea
to prepare. She figeted when he was “sittin’ twiddlin’
his thumbs ” and invented means of employment for him.
In the course of the years he had come to cleverness in
domestic_economy. Many a time he had washed the
floors and cleaned the windows and polished the brasses,
and made the tea. He was quite a “handy-man,” a
“hen-wife,” the embittered declared. .

He had only rest when he came to the chapel. She
certainly never put anything in his way ifi that direction.
He was there twice on the Sunday and at the usual week-
day services. He knew that there was nothing of genius
in him. He could never have accepted an office in the

Church, but he “coonted one,” and that was something.

All the preachers were alike to him. It could hatdly be
said that he compared them. He went to the preaching
to “get -good,” and he was never disappointed. Each
sermon he heard was the best, he declared. It was a
perfect astonishment to him how a man could “anconce
a weenie text an’ taalk solid sense for haalf an hoor.”
They were all mighty men, “full o’ learnin’ an” cliver-
ness.”

At the class-meeting his experience was ever the same,

“Why, hinnies,” he would say, “it’s good to be here
an’ I’ glad to be one o’ the number... It’s here 1 get
me fill o’ the Watter o’ Life. I hev me trials, the same
as the rest on ye, but'there’s grace occordin’ tae yer day
an’ I'm still steppin’ Zionward. [ waant to mak’ one
for the Kingdom. I waant to see whaat -there
is at the end of the jorney. I mean to push the
battle to the gate. I beg an interest in-aall yer prayers
that I may be kept faithful, humble an’ watchful, alwes
aboondin’ 1’ the work o’ the Lord.”

The reference to his trials always evoked a sigh of

Kegworth Primary De_{;értmén’t:.\

sympathy. It was believed that Ruth was the heaviest
of them all. ’

The men of spirit on the place could not understand
hlis htamility and submissiveness. He was often fiercely
blamed.

“He's proper soft!® Dicky used to affirm privately to |

Mary. “He’s been hen-pecked aall these yeers. If she'd
been mine, there wad hev been some.squaalin’l ” -

“Hoo pleased thoo should be that thoo hes me! ” Mary
would smile. “I’ve saved tha from a thoosand cares.
Considerin’ whaat an easy time thoo hes, nae ower-time
at hoose-wark, an’ nowt to dae for me, thoo might buy
me a new frock for Sundays.”

Thus Mary diverted Dicky’s wrath and found argu-
ments to her own advantage,

William’s case was considered as hopeless when it was
known that he had purchased his grave and had had his
tombstone erected. His name was on it and the dafe of
his birth. The space was left for the date of his death.
He would have fixed Ruth’s name up in similar fashion,
but she decidedly objected. ‘

“] waant nowt to dae wi’ gaves an’ gravestones! ”
she exclaimed in horror when he had broached the sub-
ject. “Nivver mention dyin’ to me. [t’s the last thing
'l dae.” .

Many had gone curiously to see the premature tomb-
stone. All were agreed that “Ours”-was eager for the
end. . .

* “He'll be keen for a bit o’ peacel! ” one would say
sympathetically. ,

“She'll mebbies miss him when ‘he’s gone,” another
would surmise, “He’s entitled tiv a lang, lang rest] ”

His sister .Jane, .arrived without a. word of warning.
He expected that she was still in New Zealand. He
dropped the cup and spilt the tea in sheer affright.

“Jane! ” he gasped. *“Jane! Is't Jane? Lork-a-
daisy!” .

She had appeared at an awkward moment. Ruth was
lying on the settle, with shawls about her—an evident

invalid. Willilam was preparing tea and toast for her..

Jane’s eyes took everything in. She regarded Ruth criti-

-cally ‘and William with pity.

“This is a queer mix-up! ? she exclaimed at length.
“Is thoo a badly body? Whaat’s like the matter wi’
tha?” she demanded of Ruth. “It soonds serious, but
thoo looks uncommonly weel. An’ what for is he
scrattin’ on like this? Is there nae women on the place?

‘William. -

~aall alone.

Thoo looks podr and thin, me lad!” she snapped at

All the while she had been unloosening the strings
of her bonnet and releéasing her mantle.

“I've come to stop a bit! Hoo lang I canna say. 1
reckon ye'll hev.a spare bed? . . Sit theesel’ doon-
there! 7 she ordered William, “an’ I'll fettle the tea.
I waant a cup badly mesel’! ?

As she bustled about she gave them the news.

“My man died last A-per-il. Like the snuff o’ a candle
he went, it was thaat suddent. A fine man was Henery
Harper, an’ a bonny good husband to me . . . Left
. I thowt I wad come back to England, an’
see if I could find a cosy corner.. . I'm not with-
oot means, praise the Lord !’ I nivver said nowt
to_naebody but just came on., Am I welcome?” = -

"William’s smile assured her, and Ruth was voluble
with greetings, . '

Jane saw “the lie o’ the land ” before the night was
over. She ‘went into a fit of laughter when she heard
Ruth call William “Ours.” .

“Whaat the why, the when, .the. wherefore . dis' tha
caall him that for? » she asked, amusedly. “I sup-
pose -thoo- mearis - he’s “thine an’ mine?: Hé should be
weel taken care on.” g .. o

Jane had a. secret crack with the doctor. Her eyes
blazed when she heard the truth. She had to bite her
tongue to keep back herwrath, .

1 guessed as much!” she cried at last, “but I'll
gi'e her gyp. It's.a grand thing I've landed! ”

She lost no -time in 'starting - operations.  She
asumed command of the household and stirred the in-
valid up. . . )

“There’s nowt like 'arly risin’,’’ she.affirmed, when -
she was “worritin’ ” the' invalid out of bed. “Tak’ nae
noteece o’ thee diseases, an’ snap thee fingers at thee
compleecations. Thoo hes to get better, for thee aan
sake an’ the ake o’ thee canny little.man. He should
hev a steamin’ hot dinner ivery day an’ feedin’ things
to malk’ him fat. He’s oors, ye ken, an’ atween the
two on us he should hev a champion time! » .

It was wonderful how she managed it.
chaffed and rallied out of her listlessness.

Ruth was

. “Keep off that ‘settle!” Jane would say, “an’ put
thee hand to this machine.”

Coal-Vale was - “dotherified » when Jane took Ruth
for walks. One by one the diseases left her, until even
the “compleecations.” were gone. '

“I think health must be infectious,” Ruth whimpered
to Jane one day, “I feel that weel when thoo's aboot ! »

But what a change there ‘'was in William! He came
to health and strength, to" brightness and buoyancy.
It was seen in his step and heard in his voice. -

Coal-Vale in the sequél "'was well content. The name
was- splendidly appropriate. ..He .was.in ‘the- possession
of two women; each-vying with the other to tend and
comfort him. . o .

The three were perfectly happy together. Jane was
famous company, full of talk and pulsating with life.
Ruth brightened in her beaming presence, and William
had rest and peace. “Ours” was voteéd by the 'men

“a lucky lad.” (To be continued.)

Kegworth Primary 'Depa;tment.

AT -the beginning of the present year it was decided
to start a Primary Departmentin. our school, and after.
the usual preliminaries the teachers set..about to beg -
the money for the .necessary equipment, and by the
middle of March we were able to purchase thirty-six
chairs, blackboard sheet, drawing material, Cradle Roll,
and othér minor necessaries and start our- class. Miss

‘Lucy Unwin was chosen as.superintendent, Miss Pepper

assistant-superintendent, and Miss - Clarice. Eley as
pianist, with seven assistant teachers and 27 scholars.
‘Miss Unwin, with her winning ways, seems to have been
born for the position of superintendent, and “is ably
assisted by Miss Pepper. The Thursday “Preparation
Class ” is well attended, and"is doubly useful in that it
secures for the scholars an irteresting lesson on the fol-
lowing Sunday, and.is also- helpful te .the, teachers in.
their study of the Bible. ... .. . .
Since the commencement of the. class three additional
teachers have been.added and five new scholars, and
we are hoping to see a further increase before the end

of the year. .
The above photograph shows Miss Unwin and some of
her stafi and scholars, .
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Conference Proceedings.
TUESDAY AFTERNOON.

In continuation of our report in last week’s issue, the
Conference spent the afternoon of the first day’s pro-
ceedings in considering the minutes of the General
Connexional Committee. Much anxiety was expressed
that it was thought desirable to withdraw a minister
from the White’s Hill section of the Kingswood Cir-
cuit, one of the ministers in the Hartlepool Circuit, and
a minister from the Taunton Circuit, but the recom-
mendations of the Committee, were of necessity agreed
to. It was directed that as early as possible efforts be
made to join the Birstall Circuit to a neighbouring cir-
cuit.

Sanction was given to the proposed discontinuance of
a probationer in each of the following circuits: Ply-
mouth (Ebrington Street), Piymouth (Green Bank),
Tavistock, Long Eaton and Stapleford. The request of
the North Shields Circuit to take a probationer in place
of a minister in Full Connexion was not acceded to.

It was decidéd that a sub-committee be appointed to
revise the regulations respecting the preparation and
issue of the Stations of Ministers and Probationers;
this sub-committee to report to the present Conference.
Nominations were made for the sub-committee, but it
was decided that the present Stationing Committee
bring in nominations for the sub-committee,

NATIONAL FREE CHURCH COUNCIL
COMMISSION.

At the request of the National Free Church Council
six persons were appointed as follows to act on the
proposed Commission on the present condition and pro-
spects of Evangelical religion in England and Wales :
the Revs. G. Packer, H. T. Chapman, ]J. H. Blackwell;
Dr. A. E. Cope; Mr. J. H, Mills, Mr. Stewart Mallin-
son.

CONTINGENT FUND.

The Treasurer’s statement of the Contingent Fund
and the Local Preachers’ Fund was received 'and
adopted. Grants had been made to twenty-four local
preachers during the year.

Sir Charles Skelton, J.P., was re-appointed Treasurer
of the funds, at the instance of Rev. Dr. Packer, sup-
ported by Mr. R. Turner, J.P., and Rev. A. Hancock.
Sir Charles Skelton, J.P., briefly responded.

Rev. ]. Foster was reappointed Secretary of Proba-
tioners’ Studies, and Mr. M. Wasley Chapman (char-
tered accountant) was reappointed with thanks for past
services, :

The next item on the Agenda was the following :
The Committee having considered the question of the
appointment of the Secretary to the General Con-
nexional Committee, as directed by the 1910 Conference;
recommends to this Conference that the existing ar-
rangements should be extended to a further period of
three years.

Rev. Dr. Packer thought it best to defer this ques-
tion to a later stage of the Conference, but Rev. John
Moore said if it was the modesty of the Secretary that
he desired it to be deferred, he (Mr. Moore) had the
audacity to move the resolution that the recommenda-
tion of the Committee be adopted. He paid a tribute
to the work of the Secretary, and thought everyone
would be agreed that Dr. Packer had rendered splendid
service.

The resolution was adopted with unanimity.

The Connexional Committee recommendations were
then concluded, with one or two exception, which were
deferred.

The Conference then considered resolutions from Dis-
trict Meetings.

HOME ORGANIZATION.

The Sheffield District resolved that having observed
the benefits, particularly to our Young People, derived

through the holding of our District Missionary Bazaar.

and Exhibition, this meeting recommends the Confer-
ence to form a Home Organization Department, on the
lines of other denominations, for the formation of Study
Circles and other methods of instructing the young
people in Foreign Missions, and so creating a larger
enthusiasm for the work abroad. .

Dr. Packer suggested that it be referred to the Mis-
sionary Committee for their careful consideration.

Rev. Henry Smith suggested that the work at home
should be included, as the study of methods of home
worlk would react upon the foreign field.

Rev. W. Bainbridge said this was in.the minds of
those who passed the resolution, and Rev. James Harri-
son suggested that it be referred to the Young People's
Committee. Dr. Packer thought this was a_good sug-
gestion, but it appeared to be difficult to decide to which
Committee it should be sent.

Subsequently, Rev. H. Smith moved an amendment
that the resolution should read in the latter clause:
“instructing the Young People in Foreign and Home
Missions and so creating a larger enthusiasm for the
work at home and abroad.” . .

Mr. Smith said their young -people wanted interesting
in the deeper religious problems of our day and in the
methods by which different Churches were trying: to
solve these problems. .

Rev. Cooper G. Hawken hoped the amendment would
not be carried, as it would divide the interests. .

The amendment was lost and the resolution carried.

The Conference rose at 5.80, the President pronounc-
ing the Benediction,

WEDNESDAY MORNING.

Conference met at 9.30 this morning, when the first
devotional service was held. The President (Rev. ]J.
Luke) was in the chair, and after the opening hymn,
“O timely happy, timely wise,” Rev. W. H. Webber
read a portion of Scripture and led the Conference in
prayer. The address was given by Rev. F, J. Wharton,
who toolk as his subject, “The Asthetics of Love,”
basing his remarks on the text, “And I pray that your
love may abound yet more and more” (Philippians 1. 9).

At 10 a.m. the Conference commenced the business
session of the day. After the hymn, “O Love that
wilt not let me go,” the Conference Secretary read the
journal.

COLLIERY DISASTER IN YORKSHIRE.

. Rev. Wm. Bainbridge moved the following resolution
in reference to the Yorkshire Colliery Disaster, which
had deeply impressed the Conference. The resolution
was passed by the Conference upstanding. “That this
Conference of the U.M.C. learns with deep grief of the
mining disaster in South Yorkshire, and expresses its
heartfelt sympathy with the relatives of the victims, and
recognizes with pathetic interest how many of the
rescuers met their death, and directs that its sincere con-
dolence be sent to the affected districts.” ’

CIRCUIT ARRANGEMENTS.

Rev. H. Shaw moved a resolution that the Peveril
Street Church, Hucknall, be transferred to another cir-
cuit, although the recommendation by some oversight
had not come to Conference through the District Meet-
ing. This was agreed to.

SYMPATHY WITH MRS. LUKE.

Rev. Grosvenor Corin moved that a suitable letter of
sympathy be sent to Mrs.. Luke (the wife of the Presi-
dent) in the sad loss by death of her sister. This
bereavement prevented the attendance of Mrs. Luke at
g}e conversazione last night. The Conference agreed to

18.

LEGACIES BY THE LATE MR. C. WARDLOW.

Rev. Dr. Packer introduced a statement of the legacies
bequeathed free from all death duties by the late Mr.
Charles Wardlow, of Sheffield. The legacies were as
follows : U.M.C. Home Missions, £100; Foreign Mis-
sions, £100; Superannuation and Beneficent TFund,
£200; Temperance League, £150; Deaconess Institute,
£4200; and Chapel Relief Fund, £150.

Dr. Packer moved a resolution of appreciation of
thanks to the family and to the executors.

Rev, E. D. Cornish seconded the resolution and paid
iet tribute to the work and worth of the late Mr, Ward-
ow.

Mr. J. Briggs mentioned that 4100 had been received
by Ashville Coliege and Rev. A. Crombie also referred
to a legacy of £200 received by the National Children’s
Home, and Rev. H. J. Watts mentioned that Surrey
Street Church had received 150 through the liberality
of the late Mr. Wardlow.

The resolution was passed unanimously,

SCHEDULES.

Resolutions in reference to schedules had been sub-
mitted by five Districts.

The Leeds District Meeting submitted the following
resolution :

“This meeting desires respectfully to draw the atten-
tion—-of Conference to the excess of expenditure in the
yari»ous Connexional Departments, as considerable sav-
ing might be effected by judicious retrenchment without
impairing departmental efficiency.”

Dr. Packer thought that the sending of circulars and
schedules to circuit quarterly meeting was being over-
done; he thought the Quarterly Meeting should be
appealed to at times when the Connexional efficiency de-
pended upon it, but he thought it would be better to
recognize some central authority from which all appeals
of this kind might be sent.

The Secretary moved that the resolution be received.

Dr. Townsend referred to the enormous amount spent
in distributing the schedules and in departmental
expenses, and suggested that a small committee of four
or five names he appointed to consider the whole question.

Rev. Bruce W. Rose supported this suggestion, and
upon being put into the form of a resolution, the appoint-
ment of a Committce was agreed to.

Rev. W. H. Cory Harris supported this,

Rev. F. B. Turner thought we already had a responsible
Committee in the Finance Board, as this was a question
of finance.

Rev. W. H. Cory Harris pointed out that it was a
matter of administration. .

Rev. Dr. Brook thought, however, that the Finance
Board might be the Committee, and this became the
resolution which was agreed to.

This Committee will deal with the whole of the reso-
lutions from the Districts. .

Rev. R. C. Cole appealed for a permanent book to
keep the records of the schedules, and Rev, E. D.
Cornish pointed out that this was being prepared in
connection with the Trust Schedules,

JUNIOR MEMBERS’ STATISTICS.

The Leeds District Meeting sent the following resolu-
tion :

“That whilst strongly in favour of the separate return
of junior members under sixteen years of age, and the

retention of that column in our Circuit Schedules, we
urge the Conference to discontinue the present method
of adding those numbers to the adult membership;
experience having proved them so utterly unreliable in
many cases, and altogether too unstable to determine
our actual membership and.the comparisons which are
made from year to year.”

Dr. Packer pointed out the importance of this resolu-
tion, which revealed the fluctuations of the junior mem-
bers. Churches had not been too careful in dealing
with the junior members returns. Dr. Packer proposed
that the Conference approve of the resolution.

Rev. D. Bailey thought they should record the young
people who were earnest Christians, however young
they were.

Rev. G. Eayrs, while supporting Mr. Bailey in record-
ing the young members, thought they should not be
recorded as being in full membership.

Rev. T. M. Rees implored the Conference not to take
this step, they did not need to have a distinction in
membership.

Rev. J. E. Radcliffe said that while these young
people belonged to the Church, they belonged to it as
children. They should regard them as belonging to the
Church, but that they are properly distinguished as
junior members and not adult members.

Rev. William Hookins having spoken, Rev. Dr.
Townsend hoped they would take into account what Mr.
Bailey and Mr. Rees had said. He was afraid if they
passed this resolution it would have a discouraging in-
fluence on our young people. It would create an arti-
ficial description.

Rev. S. C. Challenger pointed out that some young
people were in office as local preachers, etc,, at sixteen
years of age. He thought it strange that they could be
given office, and yet returned in a different way to the
adult membership. It was proved, said Mr. Challenger,
that where young people had joined the Church they
had became the pillars of the Church.

Rev. D. Bailey moved an amendment, that the
columns remain as they now are, but the President
pointed out that if the resolution was lost this would
give the same result.

Rev. J. I, Lawis said that in many cases the returns
of junior members were made in a slip-shod fashion,
and to be returned with the adult membership made
the return too fluctuating to make a proper return of
our actual membership. The closure of the debate was
carried by vote, and the resdlution put to .the Confer-
ence and carried.

ONE HYMN BOOK.

The Cornwall West District suggested the need of
the adoption of one hymn book .for general use, but
the Conference agreed that it was.not yet prepared to
deal avith the question.

ARMY AND NAVY CHAPLAINS.

The Portsmouth District Meeting sent the following
recommendation : “That Conference take such action as
may be necessary to secure that the United Methodist
ministers shall have the privilege of being appointed
Chaplains to the Army and Navy in the home ports as
is the case with other denominations.”

Dr. Packer thought they could accept the recont-
mendation,

Mr. D. Bailey suggested an amendment in the
phraseology, but Rev., E. D. Cornish asked if we had-
sufficient members in the services that would make it
possible to appeal to the Army and Navy officials.

Rev. J. P. Davey pointed out that in Jersey over 100
men of the tegiments there attended our church and
could be traced to our churches in Devon and Corn-
wall, and there were others in the Portsmouth District.

Rev. Cooper G. Hawken suggested that it could be
done by concerted Methodism, but the resolution as
amended was adopted.

GRANT FROM THE DISTRICT FUND.

The Portsmouth District asked for a grant from
the Contingent Fund in view of the fact that the geo-
graphical position involved abnormal expense.

Dr. Packer suggested that this could not be con-
sidered, as there were other Districts in a similar posi-
tion.

Rev. D. Bailey made an urgent appeal for assistance
from the Contingent Fund.

Rev. W, S. Welch seconded the resolution, and
ointed out that it was one of supreme importance.

he outposts of the denomination in this District were
supporting the Connexional Funds in a most liberal
manner. [le asked the Conference to accept the reso-
lution. which would be an advantage to the Connexion.

In view of the Conference sermon at 12 o’clock the
discussion was adjourned.

CONFERENCE SERMON.

‘There was a magnificent audience for the Conference
Sermon, the chapel being filled with visitors and dele-
gates. Rev. Ambrose Shepherd, D.D., of Glasgow,
who was the special preacher, conducted the whole
of the service himself. The preacher took as his sub-
ject, “The Church of To-day,” basing his sermon on
the words: “I came that they may have life, and have
it more abundantly ” (John x. 10).

Dr. Shepherd preached a powerful sermon, which
lifted the atmosphere of the Conference to a high
spirituai tone; and it was on this high note’ that® the
Conference adjourned at one o’clock,

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON.

Business was resumed at 2.45 p.m., Mr. John God-
frey, J.P., C.C., of Carlton, leading in prayer.

The Conference Secretary read greetings from Rev.
James Barker, which was to be duly acknowledged by
the Conference Correspondent. ‘

The Conference resumed the discussion on the resolu-
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tion from the Portsmouth District
quest for a grant.

Rev. A. Crago pointed out that if the Portsmouth
District was granted relief other Districts would desire
to be relieved, as they were in a similar position.

Rev. Harry Shaw supported the resolution. He sub-
mitied there was not another District that had the
abnormal conditions of the Portsmouth District.

The Connexional Commitee Secretary called attention
to the fact that this matter was fully gone into two
vears ago. They must bear in mind what Mr. Crago
intimated, that Liverpool and North Wales and Lincoln
and Norwich were in a similar position. '

An amendment was moved that a grant of £20 be
made from the Contingent Fund. S

The resolution of the "Connexional Committee re-
fusing the ‘grant was-passed.

Rev. W. S. Welch gave notice of motion to move
another resolution at a later period of the Conference.

in relation to re-

NOMINATION OF PRESIDENT-DESIGNATE.

“The consideration of the (Connexional YCommittec
resolutions was deferred for the nomination of the
President-Designate for thé Conference of 1918.

The following brethren were nominated in the order
given : Revs. William Redfern, John Baxter, James
Wright, George Parker, Andrew Crombie, and Dr.
Brook. Revs, Andrew Crombie and Dr. Brook with-
drew, and four names went to the vote.

It was necessary to ballot three times for the pre-
sidency, and the third result was as follows: Rev. W
Redfern, 139 votes; Rev. George Parker, 133 votes.

Rev. G. Packer, D.D:, moved that the Rev.
Redfern be elected by vote of Conference, which
done with acclamation.

PRESIDENT-DESIGNATE’S RESPONSE.

After cordial congratulations by the President, Rev.
W. Redfern said his feclings were too deep, as he was
overwhelmed by the result that he was incapable of
making a suitable response to the vote, and to the kind
words of the President. He had just enough sense left
to remember the proverb that “When a man is silent he
is a master of his word, but after he has spoken the
word is master of him,” therefore it would be his duty
not to say too much in the way of a response. He de-
sired to express his fervent and profound thankfulness
to them; he could only account for the vote, by this—-
in their great kindness they had appreciated the interest
he had always talken in the cause of Methodist Union.
(Hear, hear.) He was delighted to receive the first
congratulation from his first superintendent, his dear
old friend, Rev, Edward Boaden. (Applause.) He
realised he was in an illustrious succession, and he
prayed that he would do nothing that would compromise
or weaken it in any way. He was conscious of his
weakness, but ‘all his powers would be at the service of
the denomination. (Applause.) ’

W.

was

SPECIAL PUBLISHING HOUSE BUSINESS.
NEW ARRANGEMENTS. .

At the request of the Publishing House and Deaconess
Institute Committee, the Ex-President presented a
series of resolutions on the question of the secretaryship
of the Deaconess Institute. He said he had had the
advantage during the past year, as President of the
Connexion, to attend the meetings of committees of
which, while in sympathy, he had not an intimate know-
ledge, but he observed on the part of the Committees a
desire to preserve economies.. In connection with the
Publishing House particularly, it was shown that if
they were to have something like £800 a year profit
for Superannuation Fund, which had been promised, it
was found impossible while the Publishing House was
weighted with responsibilities which toolc the heart out
of this important institution. It was a matter of deep
concern to the Steward and Editor to find that there
was a loss to the Connexion from certain publications,
although he (Dr. Packer) could imagine the Conference
would be prepared to face for a while longer the loss
on the weekly paper—although the circulation was
growing. After the Conference of 1907 it was decided to
maintain the small magazine, but it had not been a suc-
cess. At this particular time there was a change in the
Publishing House : one of their honoured leaders was
laying down his task, and another was taking his place;
at the Deaconess Institute the Rev. T. .]J. Cope, who had
done such grand work was desirous of retiring. At the
January Committee of the Deaconess Institute it was
thought it would be a good thing if Rev. Henry Smith,
who was a tutor in the Institute, and had taken a
deep interest in the work, could see his way to accept
the office of the Secretaryship. Mr. Smith did not seek
the office, as hé thought he had sufficient to do, but
subsequently, after much thought, he came to the con-
clusion that as he was a servant of the Connexion he
was prepared to do any work the Connexion set him
to do so far as it lay in his power. This important
opening which must be accepted now, as it coincided
with Mr. Crombie’s and Mr. Cope’s retirement, and as
they were given to understand this Conference would
not willingly agree to another minister being set apart,
would welcome a reduction of ministers set apart
and it seemed possible that such a change as suggested
would help to efficiency and economy. Rev. Henry
Hcoks would be asked to edit the “United Methodist
Magazine,” and Rev. Henry Smith would still continue
as editor of the UNrrep METHODIST in addition to -the
secretaryship of the Deaconess Institute. This would
make for a considerable saving by way of house, and in
other ways not less than £350 would be saved to the
Connexion.

Rev, Dr. Packer then mioved the following resolution,
which was seconded by Rev. Andrew Crombie. The
resolution had been adopted by the Publishing House
Committee, and approved by the Deaconess Institute
Committee : . .

«That in the judgement of this Committee some
alteration should be made in the arrangements of the

Publishing House to lessen the expenses on our serial
literature, and that the opportunity created by impending
changes should be seized by the Conference.

“The Publishing House cannot satisfactorily bear the!
entire cost of two ministers set apart. And as the Sub-
Committee appointed by the Home Missionary Com-
mittee, and the Deaconess Institute Committee, con-
sidered it would be an ideal arrangement for the Rev.
Henry Smith to succced the Rev. T, J. Cope, this Com-
mittee is of opinion that along with the appoint-
ment of the Book Steward designated by the last Con-
ference a change should be made in the Lditorial depart-
ment. -

“As the Rev. Menry Sinith, although appointed for
the usual termt of service which has some years to run,
is willing to leave himself in the hands of the Confer-
ence, - this Committee advises that the Deaconess Com-
mittee should be approached with a view to his appoint-
ment to the charge of the Institute, and making his
home there, a satisfactory arrangement bheing feasible
at little cost, thus saving the rent of another house and
the purchase of furniture; and that in addition to the
Deaconess Institute duties-he should have charge of the
“ United Methodist” newspaper, with the assistance now
given in the continued employment of a typist.

“The ‘Committee advises that the Rev. H. Hooks
should take temporary possession of the house now occu-
pied by the Rev. Henry Smith, removing to some other
locality at his own wish or convenience, and that '»
addition to the usual duties of Book Steward, he should
also be requested to edit the monthly magazine.

“Also, that at the end of the present year the “ Pleasant
[Tour” should be discontinued, the serious annual loss
entailed by it from the beginning not being justfied.”

Before this resolution was put to the Conference or.
any discussion raised, Rev. John Moore placed before
the Conference the recommendations of the Home Mis-
sion Committee in relation to.the future working of
the Deaconess Institute, :

Rev. John Moore said he was anxious to place the
full facts of the case before the Conference, which he
did not think 'would agree to the linking up of the
Publishing House and the Deaconess Institute. It was
thought by the Home Mission Committee that on the
retirement of the Rev. T. J. Cope it should have some
say in the future arrangements of the Institute, but it did
not wish to do anything in conflict with the Deaconess
Comunittee. But it was desirable that the Deaconess

.work should become an integral part of the Home

Mission work. The Deaconess Institute Committee and
a Sub-Committee had deliberated, and a strong wish
was expressed by both Committees that there should
be a ministerial Secretary appointed as before, but under
certain new arrangements as to residence in the Home if
possible ; but the Home Mission Committee had come to
the conclusion that a temporary arrangement should be
made for twelve months, and that Ranmoor College
be considered as a Deaconess Institute and a Home
Mission centre. Mr. Moore moved the following reso-
lutions on behalf of the Home Mission Committee :
«That in the opinion of this Committee the time has
come when the Secretaryship of the Deaconess Institute
should not be a separate office, but the Institute should

be placed under the direction 6f the Home Mission

Committee with any arrangements that might be
necessary for the extra clerical work which would be
involved.

“That the Sub-Committee represent our views to the

Deaconess Institute and that, if practicable, the- above
arrangements should come into operation after the en-
suing Conference, and that in no case should any other
arrangements be made for a period longer than one
ear.” .
y Mr. Joseph Brigg seconded the amendment. He
said two years ago the Conference was asked to take
into consideration the amalgamation of the Home Mis-
sion work and the Deaconess work, and this should
have been done earlier.

Rev. T. Sunderland suggested that the whole prob-
lem be considered by a Sub-Committee representing the
Home Mission, Deaconess, and  Connexional Com-
mittees. Some of them thought they had legislated in
a hurry in reference to the Publishing House in the past
and nothing serious would happen by the continuance
of the present arrangement another year. .

Rev. George Eayrs supported the proposal to wait,
and suggested the addition of the Young People’s Com-
mittee to the Sub-Committee. He thought the resolu-
tions of the Publishing House Committee revealed a
retrograde policy. At the last Conference Mr. Hooks

‘was appointed, not ‘as Editor, but Publishing House

Steward. Now they were placing the Magazine upon
him, and it was proposed to drop the issue of the
«Pleasant Hour.” He could not understand why it
could not be made to pay, and he appealed to the Con-

‘ference to maintain a Young People’s magazine..

Mr. G. P. Dymond, M.A., said they must be careful
of a strategic move; they could not always tell what
was behind the Committee. He desired a few more
particulars, He did not desire to prejudge the question,

but he looked with anxiety at the desire to retain Ran-

moor College, which would entail a considerable amount
of expense, and another objection he had was to having
all their central institutions in the North.

Rev. Andrew Crombie said in his judgement the Pub-
lishing House Committee had taken a very wise course.
He did not say it was an ideal arrangement; the ideal
arrangement was what they had had up to the present,
but if that arrangement was to continue, then they
must be prepared for having very small profits, if any,
from the Publishing House. Happily, they had had
a good year, and the profits amounted this year to over
4700, and but for the losses on publications there
would be over 41,000 profit; but this was abnormal,
owing to the sale of the new School Hymnal. -He was
sorry that Mr. Smith was to be disturbed, but it was
absolutely necessary. Referring to the scheme of the
Home Mission Committee, Mr, Crombie asked if Mr.
Moore was prepared to take up further responsibility.

$be able to manage the two departments.

Mr. Cope’'s duties had been considerable, but it was

thought that by devolution of details Mr. Smith would
He believed
the scheme was worthy of a trial, and he hoped it
would be carried.

Rev. Dr. Brook pointed out that if it was proposed to
utilize Ranmoor College it would have to be bought
by the department desiring to use it, as the amount
raised by the sale must be used for.the purpose of train-
ing their ministers. :

Rev. F. J. Ellis pleaded for a chance for Mr. Hooks,
as if he was appointed Editor of the Magazine it was
not giving him a chance. He would need to devote the
whole of his time and attention to the Publishing
House. He did not think they ought to lessen their
serial literature. Let them wait another year and send
the question to a Committee.

Rev, H. T. Chapman supported the scheme of the
Home Mission Committee. He reminded them that the
resolution did not include the use of Ranmoor College.
The position in which the Connexional Editor would be
placed by the resolutions entirely upset what had been
voted upon last year. If the Publishing House scheme
would make a saving, so likewise would that of Mr.
Moore. He thought a strong case had been made for
the postponement of the whole scheme.

Mr. R. W, Essex, M.P., thought the scheme of the
Publishing House was the best possible arrangement
that could be made, If the Editor thinks he could do
this work, why not let him have a try? He urged
them to consider deeply the deliberations of the Ex-
President and the Publishing House Steward. .

Rev. T. J. Cope said he was deeply interested in that
movement. He had watched over the -various sug-
gestions that had been made, and he was profoundly
convinced that the proposals of the Ex-President were
far and ‘away the best. The liné opened by the pro-
posals of the Ex-President was usefulness and economy.

Mr, J. K. Baker, of Sheffield, said that as.a sound
business man he was convinced they could take no other
step than follow the lead of the Publishing House Com-
mittee. The Editor had never sought the wirk,
neither did his wife, but he was satisfied they would
be doing the right thing if they carried out this ar-
rangement, : .

Rev. Bruce Rose asked if the proposed appointment
would be for seven years, but the Ex-President said the
Editorial term would be the reckoning point. .

An amendiment was moved that the whole subject b
dealt with by a Sub-Committee. Rev. G. Packer.
briefly replied to the debate, and the amendment was
put and lost.

Rev. E. F, H. Capey moved an amendment that the
“Pleasant Hour ” be continued, the Editor to be a man
in circuit work. '

Rev. G. Eayrs seconded, and Rev. S. L. Warne sup-
ported. :

Rev. A. Crombie explained the present position of
the “Pleasant Hour” and the amendment was lost.

Rev. S. L. Warne then moved a further amendment
that the “Missionary Echo?” should contain four pages
of matter for young people, but this was not seconded.

The resolutions of the Publishing House Committee
were then put and adopted.

-The session immediately closed with the Benediction.

THURSDAY MORNING.

The President was again in the chair at 9.80 for the
devotional service. . The opening exercises were con-
ducted by the Rev. William Chadwick, who read a por-
tion of Scripture and led in prayer.

The address was given by the Rev. H. ]J. Shingles,
who took as his text: “But ye know Him, for He
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” John xiv., 17.

Business was resumed at 10 a.m., after the reading
of the Journal by the Secretary.

GREETINGS TO REV. J. SWANN WITHINGTON.

Rev., W. Redfern moved that a message of greeting
and congratulation to Rev. ]J. Swann Withington, of
élochdale, who celebrated his ninetieth birthday on that
ay. .

Sir James Duckworth and Rev. William Hookins sup-
ported this, and it was heartily agreed to.

A letter of greeting was read from Rev. R. Aber-
crombie, M.A., who was unable to attend the Confer-
ence, owing to indisposition. It was agreed that this
letter be duly acknowledged.

Rev. Dr. Packer announced the presence of Mr.
Joseph Ward 'who had been elected in his absence as
Guardian Representative, )

Mr. Joseph Ward was called upon for a speech, and
briefly -returned his thanks for the honour conferred
upon him by the Conference..

YOUNG PEOPLE’S RETURNS.

Rev. S. C. Challenger thanked the platform for allow-
ing the young people’s business to be brought on at this
early stage. Mr. Challenger gave ‘a brief statement
of the work of -the Committee during the past year;
they had published two booklets for leading young
people to decision; transfer notes had been issued and
pledge cards had been published. The Committee has
decided to issue .a Class Register for Sunday Schools
to be ready for the New Year. In consequence of repre-
sentation made to him arrangements had been made for
the insurance of scholars by a united policy. The past
year had been the best they had had in regard to the
Young People’s Examination.

The Sunday School returns were ag follows:

The District schedules show that our Schools number
2,201 (a decrease of 18),. officers and teachers 41,196
(decrease 648), officers and teachers who are members
of the Church 83,584 (decrease 1,342), scholars 299,833
(decrease 5,702), with an average morning attendance of
93,828 (decrease of 8,514), and an average afternoon: at-
tendance of 100,368 (decrease of 2,604). THhe scholars
who are members of the Church number 22,101, an
increase of 1.
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The changes consequent on Union accounted for
some of the loss of 13 scholars. There were many
causes for the reduction in scholars, In relation to the
Temperance work he thought that the movement was
not so backward as it appeared by the reduction of
Bands of Hope,-as Temperance teaching was given in
many ways. He desired an adult. temperance society to
be formed in connection with every Band of Hope. The
report and balance sheet were then moved.

Rev. H. Hooks asked if the Committee was con-
sidering the necessity of modernised methods in the
Sunday Schools. Questions on matters of detail were
asked by Mr. Norman, Mr, W, A, Platt, Rev. C. G.
Hawken.

Rev. W. Bainbridge asked that the report of the
C.E. Society Section should be recast. He thought it
was very pessimistic, and he hoped something should
be said of the gracious results of the work of the C.E.
Societies. He appealed to the ministers themselves to
take more interest in the Societies. A new clause had
been inserted in the fpledge of members which he hoped
would meet many of the objections of the critics.

Rev. Bruce W. Rose thought they would take too
light a view if they passed the report, and simply passed
on. It was important that this branch of the work
should be considered, and some action should be taken.
Yesterday we decided that junior members should be
kept distinct, and he thought the young people were
not efficiently shepherded. He had been appalled at
the ignorance of the young people in their own church.
He referred to what had been done at his own- church,
where an ingathering of young people had been taught
and trained for the full membership of the church. The
work must be taken to heart more and more. We need
a strong moral impulse to take this thing to heart.

The President said they were face to face with a
serious condition of things, and he hoped they would
have some resolution of help them.

Mr. J. Mackintosh said he felt everything he had he
owed to the Sunday School and all he could be desired
to give back to the Sunday School by work, and by per-

sonality ; and if they were determined to go back to their-

work and give time even to sacrifice they would have
better results.

Rev, ]J. Truscott gave a testimony as to the influence
of the minister.

Rev. J. Ford Reed said if as the outcome of this
discussion they could quicken the interest and take
back to their Sunday Schools the realization of the fact
that the Sunday School scholars® were declining they
would create a fresh interest and a new spirit. .

Alderman M. Mordey, ]J.P., confessed that they needed
to get into closer relationship with the Church and Sun-
day Schoul. lle had been reconverted to the work of the
Sunday School. He urged their awakened interest in
the moming school. To him it was the happiest hour
of the week to be in the school i the morning.

Sir James Duckworth thoughe it unfortunate that
discussion should be interfered with unless absolutely
necessary, and he asked when the discussion on the
question of Junior Church Membership Report of the
London District would be taken. He thought this
report gathered up what he had been advocating for
many years. It was what he had pleaded for at the
Sheffield Conference. If the report was adopted it svust
be worked not simply by minister but by the laymen as
well. If they did not keep their scholars and get a
large number -of them into the Church the Church
would decline. He appealed for Sunday School teachers
to live for the young people and exhorted the teachers
to put their whole heart into the work in the way they
never had done before, and they would sec results that
would make them thankful to God.

Mrs, H. G. Whyatt said they must back up the efforls
of \the Sunday School in the home. 1t was the atmos-
phere of the home which tended to keep them to the
Church or otherwise.

Mr. .W. A. Lewins said he was the superintendent
of the first graded school in Manchester, and these
new methods had been abundantly satisfactory. They
were able to do more efficient worl, but the standard
of the work was raised. No honours in the dvnomina-
tion would please him to the same effect as the work
of the humble Sunday School worlker.

Rev. Grosvenor Corin pointed out that the attend-
ance at day schools is declining, also as the President
of the Board of Education said there were 116,000 chil-
dren less in the day schools than in the previous years,
and this is to someg estent a palliative  to our position,
and it suggests that the drift of child-life is rather on
the decline than on the incline.

The report was adopted.

Rev. S. C. Challenger in submitting a further resolu-
tion said a sub-committee considered the modernized
methods of Sunday Schools and methods and principles
had been brought to the notice of Sunday Schools.

Mr. W. R, Shimmin said there was not the same
dynamic in methods as there was in the spiritual
dynamic. Machinery could kill the Sunday School and
there was no more dangerous knowledge than a little
knowledge of psychology. He hoped that at a special
Conference this question. would be gone into. Up to
about six years ago there had been no decline in Sunday
Schools, but during the past six years was the period
when they had been considering the new methods. Even
now they said the new methods were the remedy, but
they must remember that there was no dynamic in
methods only. .

Rev. E. Abbott said they wanted their young people
because they had certain qualities and he agreed with
previous speakers that it would be useless to discuss
this subject in all its bearings unless they could give
some lead to their schools. The spiritual - objective
of the C.E. Society was the greatest argument in its
favour, and here was a method at hand which he would
advise the leaders to try.

Rev. E. Cato suggested that some reference should be
included in the resolution to the need for morning
worship.

The resolution was heartily carried.

JUNIOR CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.

_The London Church District had during the year
given prolonged consideration to the question of the

relationship of the young people of our families, Sun-

day Schools, and congregations to our churches, and
reported their findings to the Conference. Rev. S. C.
Challenger moved a resolution commending the accept-
ance of the report and its adoption. ’

Rev. Cooper G. Hawken made a brief statement ot
the genesis of the report of the Committee which had
considered it,

Mr. R. Turner, J.P., moved that one of the para-
graps be eliminated, but it was pointed out that this
would not appear in the full report.

Rev. W. B. Hoult, M.A., thought there might be
conflict between the catechumen classes and the classes
arranged for the Young People’s Examination.

As the time for the reception of deputations was at
hand, the discussion was brought to a close, and the
report of the London District was accepted and ordered
to be printed in the “Minutes of Conference” ‘and cir-
culated in the Sunday: Schools.

The repor{ dealt with baptized children, catechumen
classes, and recognition and discipline. The report will
be distributed in leaflet form.

DEPUTATIONS.

The deputations comprised the following clerk and
ministers : The Ven. Archdeacon Graham, Rev. W. S.
Knowles (Rector of Hanley), and Rev. W, Barrett
(Vicar of Etruria), representing the Anglican Church;
Mr. H. Coates (President), Rev. W. S. Lansdell (Secre-
tary), Rev. E, S. Kiek, Rev. J. S. Langley, Mr. S,
Rathbone Edge, J.P., and Mr. Bewley Weaver
(Treasurer), representing the North Staflordshire
Federation of Free Churches; Rev. Geo. Lales (Presi-

dent), Revs. M. Bairstow, L. G. Tucker J. Taylor, and

W, Williams, representing the Hanley Free Church
Council; and the United Kingdom Alliance, though
not personally represented, forwarded a letter, which was
subsequently read.

Archdeacon Grahamn was the first speaker, and re.
ceived a warm welcome. [le heartily reciprocated the
welcome. IHe caine there to sincerely welcome them as,
while he felt strongly on the differences between them,
one thing joined them together, their love and work for
their Lord Jesus Christ. Many of his fellow churchmen
wondered how they could meet with pleasure while the
Welsh Church Disestablishment- Bill was before them,
but he could for a time pass this thing by, as there was
nothing so important as unity, for it was absolutely im-
perative, if they were to stop the tide of evil, to find a
locus standi upon which they must face a common
enemy. That was the reason he welcomed the Confer-
ence. (Hear, hear.)

Rev. W. S. Knowles and Rev. W. Barrett followed
on similar lines, and extended a warmn welcome to the
Confercnce. The Vicar of Elruria said it was a source
of grief to him not to be able to entertain any of the
represcntatives in his own home, and he hoped they
would be stimulated to greater efforts to follow truth
and love truth, whatever happened.

Rev. W. S. Lansdell (secretary of the North Staffs.
liree Church Federation) read an address of greeting,
aud the President (Mr. Herbert Coates) gave a briel ad-
dress, in which he cordially supported the sentiments
of the address. He had, he said, been associated with
that Church nearly the whole of his life, and he thought
it was appropriate that he should be able to welcome
them in his oflicial capacity. ‘

Rev. Ii. I¥, II. Capey then read an address on behalf
of the United Kingdom Alliance.

REPLY ON BEHALI® OFF CONFERENCE.

Rev. Principal Clemens, D.D., was the first to-reply
on behalf of the Conference, and said that there was
no room nowadays for the mere biandying of compli-
ments, but this visit to the Conference would be a
precious occasion to them, and they welcomed their ex-
pressions of regard and goodwill. The divisions that
existed between them were real, but their endeavour
must be to make them less unhappy, and if they pro-
ceeded in that way they would cventually make them
happy, and (hey would be able to enjoy a real unity.
(Applause.) )

Mr. R. W. LEssex, M.P., who also replied on behalf
of the Conference, said it gave him great pleasure
to endorse the welcome which they as a Conference gave
to those who brought greetings, and there was addi-
tionul thankfulness on account of the breadth and catho-
licity of the deputations. Without sinking their own
fundamental principle they could come to them because
they came at a time when they were conducting the
business affairs of their Church.  These deputations
made for the strengthening of the fundamentals for
which they stood. He thought there was a drawing to-
gether of the Christian Churches. There were many
present to-day who had an hand in the Union of the
three bodies, and they were not going to stop there,
but would go forward to lessen the divisions in the
Churches. They were delighted to see them, and he
prayed that they might individually be blessed in their
work by the presence of God, and that He might be
with them until the. eternal day. (Cheers.) )

The Doxology was then sung, and the Rector of
Hanley pronouced the Benediction.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

Business was resumed at 2.30 p.m, when prayer was
offered by Rev. William -Hookins and the consideration
of the Future of the Colleges was brought before the
Conference.

THE QUESTION OF THE COLLEGES.

Rev. W, H. Cory Harris said the resolutions to be pre-
sented to the Conference were the national outcome of
the resolutions passed at-the Conference last year which
laid down a definite policy and the resolutions of this

year are a continuation of that policy. One outstanding
fact is the simple issue that the only satisfactory solution
of this problem is the provision of a new College. The
findings of the Committee were the inevitable outcome of
the decisions come to last year. We have at present
both of the colleges on hand, but the Committee has
talken the matter into its consideration; the following
resolution was adopted by the Committee, and presented
to Conference :

“That as, in the opinion of this Committee, Man-
chester College will be equal to the accommodation of
our students for two or three years to come,. this Com-
mittee, without prejudice to the settlement of the ques-
tion of the provision of a new College, which will be the
only satisfactory solution of the question, recommends
that as from Conference, 1913, all the students shall be
accommodated at Manchester College.”

Some divergence of opinion was expressed whether the
resolution should take effect at this Conference or at the
Conference of 1913, but they had come to the conclusion
that next Conference would meet the case, They thought
that next year thev would only require nineteen or
twenty students, and they had at Manchester Collegc
accommodation for twenty-four or twenty-six students,
and our ministry at the present time. indicated that they
would not for the next few years require more studeits
than could be accommodated in Manchester College.
Therefore it was undesirable, that they should continue
the collere at Ranmoor. The resolution was seconded
by Rev. Dr. Townsend.

Rev. J. W. Walls moved an amendment that as the
Conference was unable to view the building of a new col-
lege in the immediate future, the students should be
continued in the two colleges as at present with re-
arrangements of tutorial service.

[n moving his amendment Mr,  Walls said he did not
think anything was lost by perfect frankness. Somec
people seemed to think that in considering this question
it was all a matter of sentiment, but he-did .not think
sentiment was only on one side. ~Sentiment must yield
to the clear demands of the denomination. He claimed
that, except for adequate reasons, this Conference
was not justificd in throwing over one of the miost
valuable assets brought into the Union. The only justi-
fication for taking this step would be a new college in
the near futurc. [lc believed that was the feeling on
the part of some of the meaibers in the College Com-
mittee, and they had had it stated very definitely in the
Press by a member of the Committee that that wag
his understanding.  Me submitted that the Confer-
ence was not prepared to free so great a matter as
ihe question of a new college at the present time, and
they had no right to mark out a new policy uanless
thev were prepared to pay for it. The only other thing
that would justily the closing of Ranmoor at 1913
wis if Manechester proved to be adequate to the needs
of the Denomination for any considerable time, but it
had been claimed that they were not looking beyond
two or three years. Fle thouglht Manchester would be
found to be inadequate in 1914 or 1915 as his figures
did not coincide with those put forward by the Commit-
tec. It had never been fairly faced as to which of the
colleges they should “close when the necessity arose.
There were many things to be discussed, and that ought
to be discussed before they passed the resolution, as the
closing of Ranmootr College would only lead to further
loss.  Then therc was the argument of federation.
[Te appealed to the Conference to go on as at present
natil normal conditions returned and they could sec
‘vhere they werec.

Rev. J. A. Bedward seconded the amendment, and
spoke of the requirements of ministerial training during
the next ten years. It was his conviction that they
must not-take the step of closing Ranmoor College, as
if it was empty it would depreciate in value.

Mr. [. P. Dymond, M.A., said tlie outstanding fact
was the practical unanimity of the College Committee
on this question. [le asked if they were going to con-
tinuc the expensive policy of two colleges. They now
kncw the demand that was likely to be made upon
them for some years to come. They wanted to do all
they could for making the way clear for future develop-
ment. The amendment was a postponement of retrench.
ment over some year. The great and important ques-
tion with regard te the training of our ministers was
not so much the building in which they were trained as
the agencies by which they were trained. Fle hoped
they would do their utmost to carry out the aims of the
Committee,

Rev. James Wright said he did not see why 41,000
could not be secured from each District. If the soul of
the Denomination was stirred it could and would be done.
A new college would link them together; it would be
theirs and that would would bind them together as
nothing else would do. He did not see why if they
set their minds on it it could not be accomplished.
They needed to win an independent spiritual life that
was why he was so strongly against the justification
of federation with other colleges. They would be able
to win that fndependent spiritual life; he believed
they could obtain this through their young men and
through their colleges.

Rev. J. E. Radcliffe supported the amendment. te
referred to the capacity of Ranmoor College which he
thought could be increased to make it ample for any
requirements. At Victoria the accommodation was
limited, and it would lead to the necessity for boarding-
out. If it was necessary to have a new building he
thought the sentiment necessary would be missing; let
them be careful that they did not lose the sentiment.

Rev. T. Sunderland said the decision of to-day would
involve considerable importance so far as the life of the
denomination was concerned. He desired to speak less
as an idealist than as -a practicalist. He desired
to point out that the saving effected by closing one col-
lege would be something like £500 a year, which
would grow into a nest egg. So long as there were
60" ministers, who had passed their examination and
been received into full connexion, who were without
house accommodation, the question could not be



540

THE UNITED METHODIST.

July 18, 1912.

regarded as satisfactory. He thought that it was likely
that union' had been an unfair hardship on our young
men, and it was time we went in for retrenchment. If
they required only six or seven students it was not the
fault of the College Committee, and it seemed -to kim
that for the next half dozen years they would not
require more than eight students a year, and if any
1m{)artia1 appeal was made to an outsider he would say
only one college was necessary.

Mr. ]J. Bonner, of Sheffield, supported the amendment.

Mr. Joseph Ward, of Sheffield, supported the amend-
ment, which had the virtue of economy. There would
be no saving of 4500 a year, as if they closed Ranmoor
there would be a considerable loss. It would be a wise
step if Ranmoor were kept open until they had a new. col-
lege. Ranmoor was capable of being enlarged for the
necessities ‘of the denomination. He suggested Ran-
moor for the first year students, and Victoria for the
succeeding years.

Mr. H. C. Barry, of London, deprecated the sectional
feeling, and he thought they ought to support the
findings of the College Committee.

Rev. . E. F. H. Capey said it appeared to him that
the whole' subject emerged on the point of ministerial
supply of the denomination and whether one college was
sufficient. While the College Committee had come to
a judgement, it was ot impossible to traverse that
judgement. He thought :that they had come to a
time when the reduction of students must stop. The
connexion would not be worse served if the two colleges
were retained for a few years. It seemed to him they
would gain in the matter of efficiency if they were
retained. He pleaded the Conference not to take a false
step, but to vote for the amendment.

Rev. William Hookins supported the amendment, and
Sir Charles Skelton, J.P., said the sentiment ia his
mind was United Methodism. He had tried to find a
customer for Ranmoor and a business man would not
throw it away. The Thanksgiving Fund experience
led them to believe the near future was not asuitable
time to make an appeal.

Rev. E. Cato pleaded for acompromise, for the two
colleges with a principal and two or three tutors.

Rev. Dr. Packer said he was prepared to stand by the
figures of p. 238 of “Minutes” 1911,as they were -the
result of careful calculation. These figures referred to
the requirements of the United Methodist Church at an
ordinary time and under normal circumstances. They
had had’ during the last year or so many circuits and
church amalgamations, and the work was still going
on and their calculations had altogether been upset.

Rev. James Ninnis at this stage suggested that before
the vote be taken the Conference wait in silent prayer.

Rev. John Moore gave a number of facts as to
ministers without houses, and the outlook for the future.

Rev. W. H. Cory Harris replied, and the amendment
was put and lost.

Rev. John Moore then moved an amendment that
the special mention of Manchester College be_ left out
of the resolution.

Rev. T. M. Rees seconded this amendment, and it was
carried, and subsequently the resolution in its altered
form was put and carried.

Rev. John Moore then moved a resolution that the

work or training the students be carried on at one
college and that at Ranmoor, Sheffield.

Rev. T. Rider seconded the resolution.-

Rev. J. B. Stedeford supported the resolution.

Sir James Duckworth, speaking under some emotion,
said he.was not complaining, but sentiment had .been
‘largely introduced into the debate. If he could be
persuaded’ that arguments apart from sentiment were
sufficient to convince the majority that it was right to
pass that resolution he would not have voted as he did
for the first resolution, at the same time no one could
plead sentiment with more right than himself. (Hear,
hear.) He said calmly and conscientiously that he would
be the last man to plead sentiment for the sake of senti-
ment. About fourteen years ago he undertook to relieve
the College at Manchester of a burdensome debt and
single-handed did what he hardly thought possible—he
succeeded "in raising £20,000. That money was not
spent in bricks and mortar; building a new wing at his
own expense in order to make ample accommodation—so
that the whole of this money should be used as endow-
ment fund, and that has been used for nearly seven
years, In spite of this if it was to come ouf in this
discussion, independent of sentiment, it was the con-
viction that Ranmoor was the -best college tor the
use of the denomination he would have buried any
sentiment he had. Now they had come to another
stage ; but for himself he felt it. would have come better
from another source. (Applause.)

Rev. F. J. Ellis appealed to the Conference to find out.

where they were: he was strongly for Manchester.
He thought the College should be very largely where
the denomination was; right in the heart of
denomination, where the best powers of the denomina-
tion were. If they turned to the Blue Book they would
soon see where the love of the college was, and they
would see that Manchester led the way in its gifts for
the college. This showed denominational power. They
should also keep the young men in their minds, and
find out where the best educational facilities were to
be had. They were not efficiently training their young
men to-day, and now they were voting not for one or
two years, but for all time. ’

Mr. J. A. Loram, of Exeter, gave notice of an amend-
ment: that the whole question be deferred for a year.

Mr. W. A. Lewin (College Treasurer) said the
judgement of the Committee as presented by Mr. Harris
was that Manchester was the College to be used for
the next two or three years. The Committee had
weighed all the points to be considered, but he could
not follow Mr. Ellis’s statement that they were voting
for all time. They were considering for the immediate
future only. He did not believe that when they could
show that a new college was necessary that the Con-
ference would fail. He urged them not to think of
going in for extension at Ranmoor as they would regret

the’

it if they did. He said with all the experience he had

| that Manchester was in a far wider area of adherents

and in an ideal situation, comparing one with the other.
The time had now come for adjournment, but the

Conference did not seem prepared to vote, so it was

resolved to adjourn the discussion to the following day,

Rev. Bruce W. Rose to be the first speaker.

“The sitting then closed with the Bencdiction.

FRIDAY MORNING.

CLOSED DOORS SESSION.

The President again presided over the devotional ser-
vice. After the hymn, “Praise to the Holiest in the
height,” Scripture was read and prayer offered by Rev.
J. H. Blackwell. The address was given by Rev. H. J.

| Watts, who tool for his text, “Pray ye, therefore, the

Lord of the harvest that He send forth labourers into
the harvest” (Mark ix. 28).

From 10 a.m. the Conference sat with closed doors to
consider the findings of the College Committee in refer-
ence to the advance or otherwise of the ministers on
probation.

This took up the whole .of the morning.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON.

Conference resumed with opened doors at 2.45 p.m.,,
when prayer was offered by Rev. Wm. S. Welch.

The Conference Secretary read greetings and cordial
goodwill from the President of the Primitive Methodist
Church in response to the letter of this Conference.

The Ex-President announced the names of the Sub-
Committee to give directions as to preparation .and dis--
tribution of Stations of Ministers:

COLLEGE QUESTION.
A NEW PHASE.

The first business of the session was the resumption
of the debate on the College question, but before the
debate was taken up by Rev. Bruce W. Rose as re-
solved on the previous afternoon— .

Rev. Dr. Packer asked the permission of Conference
to put before it @ new suggestion outlining a new scheme.
He said that he had always been anxious to exercise a
moderating influence when there had been a sharp ex-
pression of opinion, and he was anxious now that
they should pause before taking a step that seemed im-
minent. He felt very much touched by the proposal
of Mr. Moore yesterday with regard to Ranmoor, and
he almost felt moved to put in a similar resolution in
regard to Manchester, Whatever decision they came to
there would be a considerable minority, and at this time
in their history they were not anxious to know the
strength of the minority. He suggested that they
might hesitate for a few years. He suggested that they
retain the two Colleges with' one Principal and two
tutors, one of the tutors to be resident at-Ranmoor.
It seemed to him that they could get on in that way
for some time. The way would be made easier for the
two Colleges to be disposed of together, and we might
be ripe for a new College in a few years time. He
appreciated sentiment and he appreciated the beautiful
spirit of Sir James Duckworth yesterday in the labour
he had put into the work of Manchester College. This
task of the Colleges was the hardest thing they had
to face, but if they had patience he thought they would
get through it in God’s good time. He thought this
College business would really unite them more than in
the past. He believed the denomination would respond
to this spirit. (Hear, hear.)

Rev. Dr. Townsend said he felt the scheme taid
before them by Dr. Packer, twas the best for the
moment, and he seconded the scheme. .

Rev. Wm. Redfern said they must first rescind the
resolution of yesterday., He was thankful .that they |
adjourned yesterday, as they had since had an oppor-
tunity of conversation one with another. He moved
that the resolution be rescinded.

Rev. J. L. Hookins seconded the motion.

Mr. J. K. Baker, of Sheffield, said he could hardly
favour the resolution, although he would not vote
against it. He would suggest that the whole subject
be handed over to a small committee—(No, no)—to de-
termined it from a business aspect alone.

The rescinding resolution was then passed.

Some discussion followed on the exact phraseology
of the resalution to be moved by Rev. Dr. Packer,

Rev. F. B. Dutton, Mr. R. W. (Carr, Revs. E, D.
Cornish, Dr. Clemens, and W. ‘B. Hoult, M.A., B.D.,
Mr. W. A. Lewins, and Mr. 1. W. Schofield joined in
the discussion.

The Ex-President then moved the following resolu-
tion : That for three or four years we carry on the work
of training the students in the two Colleges with a Prin-
cipal and tutor resident at Manchester and a tutor at
Sheffield, and that men of the first year be at Ranmoor
and that the second and third years” men be at Victoria.

The resolution 'was carried. by an overwhelming
majority,

NEW COLLEGE PRINCIPAL.

Rev. W. H. Cory Harris then introduced the names
of the brethren nominated by the College Commitiee
for the office of Principal of the College from 1913, viz.,
Rev. David Brook, .M.A., D.C.L., Rev. John S.
Clemens, B.A., D.D., Rev. J. H. James, M.A, LL.B,,
B.D. Mr. Harris announced that Rev. J. H. James
had withdrawn his name; and the Conference nomi-
nated Revs. Wm'! Redfern, ]J. B. Stedeford, and George
Eayrs, F.R.Hist.S., but all these brethren withdrew,
and two names only awent to the vote, with the result
that Rev. Dr. D. Brook was elected. :

Rev. Dr. Brook returned thanks for the election.

COLLEGE TUTORS.

The following ministers were nominated for the
office of College tutor—two tutors being required—viz.,
Revs. J. T. Brewis, B.A., B.D., Principal Clemens,
B.A., D.D., E. W. Hirst, M.A,, B.Sc,, and J. H.

‘Preachers’ Studies for next year.

Squire, B.A., B.D. Rev. John Naylor had also been
nominated by the College Committee, but he withdrew
his name.

The result of the election was that Revs.
Brewis and Dr. Clemens were elected.

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. 'CLEMENS.

Rev. J. Foster introduced a resolution of congratu-
lation to Rev. J. S. Clemens on the fact that the Con-
ference had learnt with pleasure that the St. Andrew’s
University had conferred upon the Principal of Ranmoor
College the degree of Doctor of Divinity in recognition
of his scholarship in Biblical and theological literature.
The Conference prayed that he might live long to enjoy
the honour. Rev. Principal Sherwood seconded the
resolution, and Dr.' Clemens replied, thanking the Con-
ference.

Mr. W. A. Lewins (Treasurer) presented the College
accounts, which were received and adopted.

Revs. T. Sherwood and J. S. Clemens, B.A., D.D.,
were reappointed Principals for the ensuing ,year, and
Revs. E. W. Hirst, M.A:, B.Sc., R. Abercrombie, M.A.,
and J. T. Brewis, M.A., B.D., being reappointed
tutors. .

Rev. W. H. Cory Harris was reappointed College
Secretary and Rev. J. B. Stedeford Secretary of Local

J. T.

At the instance of Rev. W. H. Cory Harris, Mr. W.
A. Lewins was reappointed Treasurer of the Colleges,
with special thanks for his valuable services in the past
year during the illness of Principal T. Sherwood. Many
tribu}es were paid to the valuable services of Mr. W, A.
Lewins, and he was reappointed Treasurer with ac-
clamation.

ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE.

Rev, George Parker presented the report of the Assess-
ment Committee. He. said there were now no default-
ing Circuits, and in the whole of the circuits there was
only £50 lost out of 4£5,000.

The report was adopted, and the Treasurer’s accounts
were also presented and adopted.

Alderman Thomas Snape, J.P., was reappointed
Treasurer, with Rev. G. Parker as Secretary.

Alderman Snape, ].P.,.returned thanks for his re-
appointment, and paid a tribute to the work of Rev.
George DParker.

‘NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT.

. Rev. George Parker announced the result of the
judgement in reference to the status of minjsters in

connection_ with the National Insurance Act. Mr.
Parker said the result was that ministers had no
masters—(1aughter)—that ministers had no salary—

(laughter)—that ministers could not sue anybody, either
in Conference, in quarterly meeting, or in circuif for
salary, and there was no one, said the judge, capable
of telling the minister what he ought to do. ~(Laugh-
ter.) The result ‘was that ministers did not come under
the National Insurance Scheme.

ASHVILLE COLLEGE REPORT.

Rev, Alfred Soothill, B.A., Principal, presented the
report of Ashville College, which was of a gratifying
nature, .

The average number of pupils during 1911 was -79.
The health-record of the year was excellent. The edu-
cational standard was maintained, and the moral and
religious tone of the College life continued to be grati-
fying and encouraging. In spite of considerable extra-
ordinary expenditure on improvements ~the financial
statement is satisfactory. The Old Boys’ scheme for
celebrating the twenty-first anniversary of their Associa-
tion was carried out, and the increased height of the
tower and the handsome clock installed have added.
greatly to the architecture -of the College. The
Governors record their hearty appreciation of the gift.

The following were elected trustees in place of Mr.
Joseph Hepworth, ]J.P., and Mr. Charles Wardlow,
deceased, viz., Rev. Dr. Brook and Mr. Squire Spencer,
of Harrogate.

Mr. Joseph Ward, Sheffield, and Mr. T. Gill, J.P.,
Castleford, were elected Governors. . :

Rev; Alfred Soothill, B.A., was reappointed Principal.

Mr. Joseph Briggs, of Cleckheaton, presented the
balance sheet, which was adopted, and Mr. Briggs was
thanked for his services as Treasurer.

The Conference adjourned at 5.30 p.m.

FRIDAY EVENING.
SPIRITUAL STATE OF THE CHURCHES.

The Conference resumed at 7 p.m. to consider the
spiritual state. of the churches, a number of visitors
also being present.

The session was a deeply impressive one, the Presi-
dent leading the devotions and guiding the discussion
in a very helpful manner. Prayer was offered by Rev.
Wm. Bainbridge, and a resolution was . moved
by Rev: S. W. Hopkins. ~Mr. Hopkins delivered
an impressive address, which was seconded by Rev. J.
Fleming, and subsequently discussion and testimony

. ensued.

At a later stage in the evening the Conference Com-
murion service was conducted by the President, the ad-
dress being given by Rev. T. M. Rees.

The service was one of the most inspiriting.

SATURDAY MORNING.

The Conference met again at 9.30 a.m., when the ad-
dress was given by Rev. L. P. Colley."

FINANCE BOARD.

Rev. George Parker presented an-exhaustive report
of the Finance Board which revealed a wonderful grasp
of the finances of the whole Connexion, and full particu.-
lars will be printed in the “Minutes” of Conference.
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The Finance Board made the following suggestions
which were adopted : i

(2) Remittances be made to the Mission Treasurers
as soon as possible, and that an account be presented to
each quarterly meeting showing” the amount raised in
the circuit, and the amount forwarded to the Treasurer
during the quarter.

(3) The _total amount raised, including private sub-
scriptions, be forwarded to the Treasurer, wherever
possible, in anticipation of the March quarterly meet-
ings, and in no case later than April 30th.

¢) Wherever practicable missionary anniversaries
should be held in the autumn.

(e) A resolution to restrict the annual expeaditure to
the normal income for the year.

(f) Legacies 'to be placed to the credit of separate ac-
counts to be called the Legacy Reserve Funds.

. {g) The discharge of the present overdrafts—which
involve the payment of 41,500 per year for interest—by
means of bazaars and other eiforts in each District
within the next few years.

(d) Was omitted. .

Mr. R. Turner, J.P. (Treasurer), seconded the report
of the Finance Board. He said never in the whole
course. of his experience had he had so great a satis-
faction in being allied to a brother in the capacity of
Secretary as he had in Rev. George Parker. (Applause.)
He hoped this Conference would not seek to evade any
responsibility with regard to the above item (¢). He
wanted that Conference to pledge ilself that the Home
Mission and Foreign Mission Committees should be
called upon to so adjust their affairs that the income and
expenditure should balance. He also appealed to the Con-
ference to give- special attention to the agricultural
mission in East Africa when the time came for dis-
cussing the Missionary Report.

Rev. James Harrison took exception to some of the
figures presented in connection with the report of the
agricultural work in East Africa.

Rev. C. Stedeford said he thought they were now
discussing a subject which would be dealt with at
another stage of the Conference, but he would remind
them that the Foreign. Missicnary Commitlee had de-
cided that the two funds be kept distinct—their industrial
enterprise and the ordinary work. The agricultural
work was a commercial enterprise, and the amount
spent had been capital to develop .the estate. It was
not a matter of income and expenditure, but money
advanced to develo«F the estate,

Mr. W. P, Burnley, ]J.P., Manchester, regretted that
among the suggestions there was no recommendation
to have separate anniversaries for Home and Foreign
missions.. He thought by this means that there would
be a considerable increase of funds, and he suggested
that a paragraph be added to this effect.

Rev. T. Sunderland objected to two anniversaries,
and Rev. Dr. Packer said he was glad Mr. Burnley
had raised the suggestion, but at the proper time he
would bring up a suggestion that would perhaps meet
the’ case.

Rev, B. W. Rose appealed to the Conference to defer
the recommendation (¢) and .

Rev, George Parker suggested, as an amendment,
that the restriction of the annual expenditure take place
as soon as possible. )

Mr. John Moore made a sympathetic appeal for in-
creased support of the Home Mission Fund.

Rev. Dr. Packer said it was possible to make the
expenditure meet the income. Every case for a grant
would have to be taken into consideration on its merits.
He said they would all see the wisdom of the Finance
Board which would bring the whole of the funds before
them. In response to what Mr. Burnley had said
he believed the salvation of the funds was the separation
of the Home and Foreign Missions Funds. He would
communicate with the whole of the circuits, and allow
them to allocate the amounts received from the anni-
versaries to be sent to the funds for which they were
raised. This could be done if time was taken and
the circuits were encouraged to do as much as they could
for the funds. ‘

Rev. George Parker then moved an amendment that
the annial expenditure be restricted to the normal in-
come for the year, as soon as possible.

Mr. Bruce W. Rose seconded this.

The report was adopted with thanks to Rev. George
Parker and ‘Mr. Robert Turner, ]J.P.

Rev. Dr. Packer moved the reappointment of these
two officers of the Finance Board, with thanks for past
services., This was agreed to with applause.

MINISTERS AND THE NATIONAL INSURANCE
ACT.

Rev. George Parker gave a lucid and exhaustive state-
ment as to the action of the Committee in dealing with
the question of the relation of the ministers to the
National Insurance Act. He said that last September
they appealed to the Insurance Commissioners as to the
position of ministers, but the Commissioners were un-
able to give any decision. After several interviews be-
tween Mr. Parker and the Commissioners the Commis-

sioners decided to make a test case of it, and asked Mr.

Parker if he could provide a witness. After consulta-
tion with the Committee Mr. Parker promised to attend
‘as witness. Nothing more occurred until about a fort-
night ago when, said Mr., Parker, he was bombarded
with messages and telegrams from the Treasury as to
particulars of names of solicitor and counsel on behalf
of the United Methodist Church. Mr. Parker replied
that no solicitor or counsel had been engaged and would
not be, unless the Treasury paid the costs. The case
was put down, and, if no one had appeared to defend
it, it would have gone against them. The Treasury
?freeing to pay, Mr. Parker engaged Mr. Cozens-

ardy, of Norwich, who had acted for them in
obtaining the Act of Union, and Mr. Cozens-Hardy
engaged his London agents. The expenses of the Lon-
don agents and of the three counsel who appeared on
their behalf, would be paid by the Treasury, and the

KING'S CROSS MISSION, Gmore st

(UN1TED METHODIST CHURCH.)

Missioner - - Rev. E. C. URWIN, B.D.

TO be free from debt is the dream that

inspires us to embark upon what, per-
haps, is the boldest venture in our Church’s
history. We realize that to struggle year
after year to pay the interest on our
loans is bhecoming more and more a
hindrance to the direct Mission work that
needs to be done. Therefore we have,

WITH YOUR PRACTICAL HELP,
decided to make one united effort to

EXTINGUISH THE CAPITAL DEBT or £600

GI Our Church, built in 1841, is amongst the oldest of our London

Churches, being erected in the early days of the Wesleyan Methodist
Association under the ministry of the Rev. Robert Eckett, one of
the Founders of that Denomination. With it have been associated
many honoured amongst us, including Revs. Ira and Marmaduke
Miller. It has been twice enlarged, once by the erection of a gallery,
the second time by an addition to the whole structure. This latter
extension, 16 years ago, left us with a debt -(including £100 from
a previous loan) of £600, for the complete extinction of which we
have just initiated this determined effort.

(II. This is a bold undertaking for a Church of 150 members, all of

the working class, and most of whom are in humble circumstances,
but we trust our courage will justify itself in securing the help of
friends outside.

(II Our Church is situate in a poor and densely populated district,
the needs of which become more acute every year, whilst our difficulties
to meet such are increased by the fact that, of late, so many of our able
supporters have removed to the suburbs, This appeal has the hearty
endorsement and ‘support of—

WM. MALLINSON, Esq., ]J.P., STEPHEN GEE, Esq., L.C.C,,
HACKNEY CIRCUIT QUARTERLY MEETING,
and the LONDON DISTRICT MEETING.

SOME OF OUR AGENCIES :

Sunday School. Mother’s Meeting. Drill Classes.

Band of Hope. Open-Air Mission, Gymnasium.

Sick Benefit Society. Country Holiday for District Visitor.
Benevolent Society. Poor Children. Maternity Charity.
Week Evening Classes. I Girls’ Parlour. Poor Man’s Lawyer.

WILL YOU HELP?

PLEASE SEND AT ONCE TO—

Rev. E. C. URWIN, B.D., 31 Thornhill Crescent, Barnsbury, London, N.

Official Receipt will be sent for all amounts.
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Conference would only have to pay the expenses of the
solicitor, which would not be heavy. When the case was
coming ‘on the Solicitor-General informed him (Mr.
Parker) that they could not accept him-as the only wit-
ness, as they required a witness receiving a salary of
less than £160 per annum. Rev.iJosiah Thomas, of
Sheftield North Circuit, undertook to be the witness and
gave a great deal of attention to the matter. Nothing
that was to be known by him was unknown by him,
with the result that nobody was asked to appear in the

case, the whole of the evidence being taken by affidavit.

Mr. Parker said he proposed that that affidavit, with a
summary of the case, be published in the Minutes of
Conference. The Judgement in the. case was that
ministers were not under contract of service. The legal
distinction and definition of ministers had been decided
under the Compensation Act ten months-before. There
would be contract of service if anyone could give a
minister instructions as to his labours—to do service in
this way or that—or 'give him notice to quit, but this
could not be done. -
terly meeting, no leaders’ meeting, no Conference, could
see that a minister made his sermons as he ought to
make them. There was no authority over the minister
as he had control over his own time and his salary was
not payment for services rendered, therefore there was
no contract of service, They could not prosecute a
minister for lack of service rendered, but on the other
hand had the power at any time to say they did not
require his services, without giving any reason for dis-
missal. The minister could not sue for salary as he had
no legal claim. If however a minister wished to insure
he could do so as a voluntary contributor, but he would
have to pay the whole cost. The decision of the Court
was final, and if any appealed against it he would have
to pay the whole cost of the case. In conclusion, Mr.
Parker said they were indebted to Mr. Thomas for his
valuable services in connection with the case. (Applause.)

Rev.-E. D. Cornish asked if this judgement affected
the case of compensation under the Employers’ Liability
Act.

Rev. G. Parker replied that no minister had a claim
on that ground.

Rev. George Eayrs said the pronouncement was of
great importance to them as Free Churchmen, and one
of great satisfaction to Methodist ministers.

Rev. Dr. Packer moved a formal vote of thanks to
Rev. G. Parker and Rev. J. Thomas for their valuable
services.

A delegate inquired what would be the result where
the circuits had already insured the ministers.

Rev. G, Parker said 't¥|at if the Insurance Society con-
tested the case they would be under no obligation to pay.

THANKSGIVING FUND.

Rev. W-. R. K. Baulkwill, one of the joint secretaries
of the fund, presented this report. He said the sug-
gested allocation had been .made in accordance with the
desires of the contributors., He said there was still out-
standing about £8,000, but it was hoped that a large
proportion of this amount would yet be received. The
sum of over £20,000 had been received by way of in-
terest, and it was hoped that 486,000 would be raised,
over £385,000 being already in hand.

It was resolved that outstanding subscriptions be re-
ceived up to DecembBer 81st, 1912, and all amounts over
58. be printed in pamphlet form. '

Mr. R. Turner, J.P., one of the Treasurers, moved
the adoption of the accounts, and both report and
accounts were accepted.

ALLOCATION OF THANKSGIVING FUND.

Rev. W.- R. K. Baulkwill moved the adoption of the
following scheme of allocation of the Thanksgiving
Fund.

1. S. and B. Fund (Annuity Section), £6,822. 2.
S. and B. (Annuity Section) (In consideration of the fact
that the Fund has taken over annual liabilities from the
Home Mission Fund, amounting to .£929), £9,978.
8. To clear off deficiency in Deaconess Fund, £250.
4. To clear off deficiency in College Fund, £800. 5. To-
wards deficiency in Extension Fund, £100. 6. To clear
off deficiency in Young People’s Fund, £80. 7. To

* Capital for Local Preachers’ Studies Fund, £2,000. 8.
To clear off deficiencies to Local Preachers’ Studies
Fund, £120. 9. To Capital for Local Preachers’ Fund,
£14. 10. To Capital for London Church Extension
Fund, £1,500. 11. To Capital for Chapel Loan Fund,
£.870. 12. For Chapel Relief Fund, £230. 13. Towards
Deficiency on Home Mission Fund, £8,000. 14. Towards
deficiency on Foreign Mission Fund (Including £630
definitely allocated to East African Mission), £86,300.
Total, £.86,014. All sums above 436,014 to be paid
over to the Annuity Fund.

Mr. Joseph Ward appealed for increased allocation to

the Extension Committee, and eventually it was acreed |

with the consent of Rev. George Parker, that all the
sums above the 486,014 be divided between the Exten-
sion Fund and the Annuity Fund.

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DECEASED
MINISTERS.,

At 12 o’clock the Conference adjourned the ordinary
business for the Memorial Service for Deceased Minis-
ters. :

After the hynm, “Jesu, Lover of my soul,” prayer
was offered by Rev. J. B. Stedeford.

Rev, Francis Marrs gave an impressive address,
which was preceded by the reading of the names of
the deceased brethren as follows: Revs. W. H. Alcock,
Wm. Boyden, J. C. Honey, J. A. Watts, T. Casely, H.
Codling, Wm. Jeffery, James Carter, Henry Fothergill,
S. B. Lane, H. Livesey, and Foster Raine.

Testimonies as to the influence and usefulness of
the lives of the deceased were borne by Mr, G. P.
Dymond, M.A., Rev. H., T. Chapman, Mr. Thomas
Hutbert, Rev. R. P. Coles, and Rev. T. W. Slater.
Rev. C. E. Hicks referred to the loss of a candidate

The Judge said no steward, no quar-.

for the native ministry in China, viz., Wang Chen Nan,
to whose Christian character Mr. Hicks paid a beautiful
tribute.

The hymn,
was then sung.

CONNEXIONAL COMMITTEES.

Rev. C. T. Wakefield, chairman of the Scrutineers,
announced the following results of the voting for the
Connexional Committees, etc. :

Stationing Committee: Revs. 'G. Packer, D.D., ]J.
%;Iuke, J. Moore, Messrs, S. Spencer and G. P, Dymond,

“Come, let us join our friends above,”

Guardian Representatives: Revs. W. ]. Townsend,
D.D., R. Abercrombie, M.A., Sir ]J. Duckworth, J.P.,
(Rochdale), Mr. Joseph Ward (Sheffield, Scotland
Street), '

General Connexional Committee: Rev. ], W. Walls
(Birmingham and Dudley), Ald. M, Mordey, J.P.
(Bristol and South Wales), Rev. T. J. Dickinson (Corn-
wall West), Mr. R, Blackmore (Exeter and Shebbear),
Revs. J. E. Radcliffe and B. W. Rose (Halifax and
Bradford), Mr. W. Gamble (Hanley), Mr. W. S.
Skelton, ]J.P. (Sheffield). .

Home Mission and Extension Committee: Rev. ]J.
Ninnis (Nottingham), Mr, J. H. Pollard (Plymouth and
East Cornwall), Rev. R. W, Gair (Portsmouth), Rev.
D. Bailey (Portsmouth), Mr. J. Duckworth, jun.; J.D.
(Rochdale), Rev. Francis Marrs (Sheffield), Mr. M. G.
Burgess: (Sunderland), Mr, G. P. Dymond, M.A.

Foreign Missionary Comumittee: Mr. IF. E. Rush-
worth (Nottingham), Councillor W. Hardy, ]J.P. -(Not-
tingham), Rev. A. ]J. Conibear (Plymouth and East
Cornwall), Rev. W. B. Lark (Plymouth and East Corn-
wall), Mr. R. G.. Pither (Portsmouth), Rev. W, Red-
fern (Rochdale), Mr. M. Wardlow, J.P. (Sheffield), Rev.
W. Vivian, F.R.G.S. (Sunderland).

College Committee: Rev. C, D. Barriball (Birming-
ham and Dudley), Rev. J. L. Hookins (Birmingham
and Dudley), Dr. Howard Butler, M.Sc. (Bristol and
South Wales), Rev. T. J. Dickinson (Cornwall West),
Mr. J. Rounsefell, B.A, (Exeter and Shebbear), Rev. J.
Naylor (Halifax and Bradford), Mr. T. C. Warrington,
M.A. (Hanley), Sir C. Skelion (Sheffield).

Chapel Committee: Rev. S. Wright (Birmingham
and Dudley District), Lt.-Col. J. B. Butler (Bristol and
South Wales), Rev. J. Hartley Duerden (Cornwall
West), Mr. S. Parsons (Exeter and Shebbear), Rev. C.
A. Ashelford (Halifax and Bradford), Mr. C. F. Robin-
son (Hanley), Rev. C. T. Wakefield (Leeds), Mr. H.
Benson (Newecastle).

Book Room Committee : Coun. H. W. Surtees (Not-
tingham), Rev. R. H. Kipling (Plymouth and East
Cornwall), Mr. F. Slogrove (Portsmouth), Rev. D.
Irving, M.A., D.C.L. (Rochdale), Mr. J. K. Baker
(Sheffield), Rev. G. R. Goodall (Sunderland), Rev. A.
Crombie (London), Mr. Jas. Le Huray (Manchester).

Young People’s and Temperance Committee: Mr.
C. E. Bridgwater (Birmingham and Dudley), Rev.
Charles Pye (Bristol and South ‘Wales), Mr, T. Barni-
coat (Cornwall West), Rev. W. Treffry (Exeter and
Shebbear), Mr. Walter Edge (Halifax and Bradford),
Rev. T, P. Bullen (Hanley).

Assessed Funds Committee : Rev. J. Moore (Notting-
ham), Mr. J. H. Treleven, J.P. (Plymouth and East
Cornwall), Rev. E. C, Bartlett (Portsmouth), Ald. R.
Jackson (Rochdale), Rev. Josiah Turner (Sheffield), Mr.
J. H. Robinson (Sunderland). .

The President then pronounced the Benediction' and
Conference adjourned.

In the afternoon a large party journeyed to Rudyard,
where an enjoyable time was spent.

MONDAY MORNING.

The attendance at the devotional service was not so
large this morning, as many of the representatives had
not returned from their Sunday preaching appoint-
ments. .

The President was in the chair at 9.30 a.m. Prayer
was offered and Scripture read by Rev. Harry Shaw,
the address being given by Rev. J. Higman.

Mr., Jas. Le Huray (Conference Secretary) read the
journal of the day.

MINISTERS' FRIENDLY SOCIETY,

Rev. George Parker introduced a proposal for the
ministers to form an unregistered friendly society. It
was decided (a) That the Actuary, H. C. Thiselton,
Esq., F.F.A., F.1.A., be instructed to prepare a scheme
for the insurance of U.M.C. ministers, so as to secure
the following benefits: Maternity, Medical, Sickness,
Funeral, and Sanatorium. The Medical, Funeral aqd
Sanatorium benefits to be available for a minister, ‘hls
wife, and such children as may be on the Equalization
Fund.

(b) That the details of the scheme be submitted to
each U.M.C. minister and probationer, in the spring of
1913, with a view to its adoption. or otherwise by the
next annual meeting of the society. :

(c) That the benefits be sécured by subscriptions from
ministers who shall also be responsible for the ad-
ministration. .

A certain proportion of medical bills of the ministers
would have to be paid for by themselves and the rest
would be paid by the fund. ~The fund would provide
burial benefit, sanatorium and maternity benefits.
Nothing would be done without the permission of minis-
ters. .

The scheme was adopted.

SECRETARY OF THE ASSESSED FUNDS.

Revs. G. Parker, T. Sunderland, and C, H. Butcher
were nominated by the Assessed Funds Committee for
the above office, but Rev. T. Sunderland, on behalf of
himself and Mr. Butcher, withdrew their names, to

which the Conference agreed.* )
It was resolved that the President cast the vote and

Rev.. George Parker was unanimously elected as Secre-
tary of the Assessed Funds,

Rev. George Parker expressed his sincere thanks to
ministers and circuit stewards for the generous way
in which they had helped him in his work. He believed
all the adjustments had been made to the satisfaction of
all concerned.

CORRESPONDENCE,

Letters were read from Rev. Hubert Langley, ac-
quiescing in the- year's rest granted by Conference;
Rev. P, Cudmore, informing the Conference that he
was able to resume circuit work, and also Revs. H.
M. Booth and J.- Pearce as supernumerary ministers.

FOREIGN MISSION AFFAIRS.

Rev. C. Stedeford (Secretary) presented the minutes
of the Foreign Mission Committee. The first resolution
was one of welcome to returned missionaries: “That
we most cordially welcome the missionaries who have
recently returned from the foreign field, Rev. J. Hinds,
Rev., W. R. Stobie, Rev. C. E, Hicks, Dr. Lilian M.
Grandin,” Miss A. J. Turner, and Mrs. Evans. Their
faithful toil is remembered with thanksgiving, and we
are grateful to God for preserving them in all their
going out and coming in.” S

Regulations re the insurance of non-ministerial mis-
sionaries were presented to Conference and agreed to.

COMING FURLOUGHS.

“That the Conference extends a cordial welcome to
the missionaries whose furlough will be due at the
next Conference: Rev. Dr. J. K. Robson, from North
China; Rev. W. Lyttle, from Ningpo; Rev. A, Evans,
from Yunnan; and Rev. J. B. Griffiths, from East
Africa.” _

It was resolved that the amounts received for the debt
removal scheme be kept in a separate account with
interest accruing, and that when the debt effort is closed
the amount obtained be divided equally between the
Home and Foreign. Mission Funds.

The Leeds and Sheffield Districts were thanked for
their efforts in the .above direction. The valuable ser--
vices of Mr. J. Mackintosh, the Secretaries (Revs. W.
Bainbridge and C. T. Wakefield) with a host of work-
ers, were duly acknowledged.

It was decided that a sub-committee be appointed to
advise and co-operate with the District Committee in
the initiation and organization of the District Mission-
ary Bazaars and Exhibitions. Rev. C. Stedeford to be
convener.

Mr. ]J. Briggs, Cleckheaton, suggested that from the
experience of the Leeds District Bazaar, it would We.
better to group a few circuits together and these efforts,
being more local, a greater amount of interest would be
engendered and expense in travelling would be saved.

Rev. Wm, Vivian said the Sunderland District had
taken up this matter, and they felt quite competent to
manage the affair to the best advantage. They had
resolved to have five centres. )

Rev. M. ]J. Birks said the Manchester District had
decided to raise an amount equal to 5s. per member.

Rev. E. Cato pointed out the impossibility of the
Liverpool and North Wales. District holding a bazaar in
one centre. He suggested that a certain ameunt be
allocated to the circuit for them to raise by what means
they thought best.

ACCOUNTS.

~ The accounts as presented, showed an'increase of
£2,650 in receipts, and a decrease of £1,750 in ex-
penditure. ) ‘

Rev. C. Stedeford said they rejoiced in the advance
and appealed for no decreases in the missionary income
during the coming year.

MISSIONARIES’ EXAMINATIONS.

The report of the missionaries’ examination in
Chinese studies was as follows : Rev. G.-P. Littlewood
(third examination), 90 per cent; Rev, C. N, Mylne
(8rd section), 95 per cent; Rev. W. H.” Hudspeth (3rd
section) 98 per cent; Miss Holt (1st examination), 91.25
per cent.

LEGACIES.

Cordial thanks were given to the respective executors
for the payment of the following legacies : Mrs, E. Ire-
land, £258 8s. 1d.; Mr. Jos. Jessop, £15 9s. 4d.; Miss
Sutton, 45 ; the late Mrs. W, H. Stacey, £250; Mr. W.
Crocker, £50; and Mrs. W. A. Smith, £8 10s,

METHODIST UNION IN THE TIENSTIN DIS-
TRICT.

Recommendation for the union with the American
Methodists in the training of our preachers in North
China were submitted to Conference by the F.M, Secre-
tary. Rev. G. T. Candlin was to be appointed tutor
at Peking. It was resolved that the Foreign Missions
Sub-Committee prepare the terms of union.

The resignation of Miss Roebuck was received with
regret..

It was announced that Rev., F. B. Turner will return
to China in the autumn of 1918, and the Conference
heard this announcement with pleasure and Mr. Turner
briefly responded to the call.

In dealing with the arrangement of the Chinese Dis-
trict Officers the Secretary gave the reason of the
removal of Rev. J. W. Heywood to Wenchow, The
Ningpo District would be well provided for in the ser-
vices of the men on the spot. Mr. Heywood was re-
quired to fill the place of Rev. W. R. Stobie who. has
returned home.

THE RE-OPENING OF YUNNAN FU.

It was resolved, That we are of opinion that the re-
opening of Yunnan Fu cannot at present be regarded as
a practical question, and it can only remain before us
as a most desirable dévelopment which should be under-
taken” as spon as our means will permit.

(Continued on page 553),
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“Lyric Leaves.”

I1 is seven years since Miss Ford published her “Sung
by the Way,” which quickly passed out of print. Then
she was unknown, save by a comparatively small
circle who profoundly believed in her and knew that her
day would dawn. Now through her contributions to
the “Daily News,” the “Westminster Gazette,” our
own and other journals, she is known and appreciated
by an ever-increasing number of admirers. “ Lyric
l.eaves ” is made up, with the exception of poems now
first published, of what has appeared in these journals.
Like all true singers, Miss Ford has not reached her
present position without much stress and struggle which,
felt as an undertone, often give a deeper and fuller note
to her song. This is seen in “Musa Victrix,” an ex-
-quisite piece, intensely autobiographic, the lyric cry of
a soul that has plumbed many a mood and yet caanot
free itself from its passion of song.

“Why should I wear thy chaihs, albeit of roses,

Finding their thorns so many and so sharp?
Why pen me in the walks thy wall encloses,
Only to tune an unrewarded harp?

Thy service is an evil thing and bitter,

Thy wage how scant, thy yoke how sure to bruise!

I will go and seek a service fitter—

Will leave thee, tyrant Muse.”

Yet we know the threat cannot be carried out. The
slave of the Muse is always a slave. Song bursts forth
for the same reason that the lark sings as it scales the
sky and the blackbird as it makes the wood resound
with its liquid notes, whether there be any -or many to
listen. That is always the true test of song; its in-
evitablenesss. '

“Alas! one flutter of thy garment’s hem,

One whisper of thy voice recalls, enthrals me,
For what man may resist the might of them?
But whither goest thou so soon, Beloved?

Why leave thy voice an echo in mine ears?

O let me longer listen, unreproved !
Speak, for thy servant hears!”

'This handsome volume should be sure of a hearty
welcome. It contains poetry of purest gold. Beautiful
thought is wedded to beautiful verse. The technique is
such as only comes fromn long and intimate converse
with the dwellers on Parnassus. Many are the lines
which are memorable, which sing themselves as a
refrain or flash a vivid, unforgettable picture upon the
inward eye. I cull a few at random.

“The shrine where very Peace her seal hath set,

"The place where Wordsworth sleeps.”
Who that has lingered by the side of Wordsworth’s
grave, beneath the shadow of the old rude church and
within sight of the hills he loved so well, and listened

(London: C. W. Daniels

*" Lyric Leaves,”. By S. Gertrude Ford.
2s. 6d, net.)

to the gentle flow of high-born Rotha, will not feel
that the very spirit of the sacred place has here been
imprisoned ?

“Why did the souls of all the roses float

Down lane and lawn, -that time of Hallowe’en? »
They are lines which would have warmed the heart of
Hawker of Morwenstow, as would the whole of
“Nature’s All Souls’ Day.” And that is praise indeed.
It is not science; it is poetry, and poetry is nearer reality.

“Where man does right the Rights of Man begin,

There only; for the Kingdom is within.”

Can truth be put more nobly than that? Here are
others I will just set down, letting them win their own
way by their irresistible virtue.

“Somewhere in a rose's store of sweetness

Heaven has hid for me the balm of tears.”
“Who may judge, save heaven alone,
Twixt the fallen and the untempted—
Twixt the hill-snow proud and pure,
And the snowflake in the sewer? ”?
“Only the city stirs,

Where wreaths of smoke, suspiring like a sigh,

Suggest the gloom at that deep heart of hers—

The gloom of earth, that lingers ever nigh,

While high in heaven, the thoughts of God are told

In lines of azure and in words of gold.”

It is time to speak of the poems as a whole. They
are drenched with idealism, hope, passion for justice,
sympathy with sorrow of all kinds, love of nature, and
withal there is not lacking the note of lambent wit and
sarcasm. “Houseless by Night,” tender in its sym-
pathy, realistic in its portrayal, ominous in its prophetic
insight, owes its inspiration to an enquiry which re-
vealed the fact that for thirteen “rescue homes” in one
area, not one shelter was provided for the “respectable ?
and destitute. Those who know the loneliness of a great
city, its pitilessness, its dangers and horrors, will under-
stand the appeal of the poem.

“But ’'neath the cloud a lily bowed—
Broke—and a storm grew up afar,
And men might see, ere night could flec,

The falling of a star.”

I italicize the ominous words. I make no comment.
They need none. “The Song of a Shop Slave ” gathers
up into a poignant lyric cry the sense of injustice, cruel
restraint, hardship, weariness of those who “live in,”
whilst “A Modern Magdalen” and “Nature and the
Prisoner ” show spiritual insight and understanding of
those who tread the hard path of sin as uncommon as it
is pure and exalted.
“Sin with scarlet flowers fath crowned thee,
Yet mine eyes discern in thee
Some interior purity,
White through all the blackness round thee:
Still, from lowest sloughs of sense,
Yearning up to innocence.”

It is our poet’s keen sense of justice which makes her
in “The Pageant of Woman» demand with ringing
insistence the ceding of the vote. As we listen to the
militant demand—

“Cede our need, ye who look on these our legions—

Own our throne, in each realm we seek to share! "—
we really wonder that the foe long ago has not capitu-
lated.  Yet again, as we listen there comes, deeper
than this militant note, a voice from the past, “In quiet-
ness and in confidence shall be your strength,” and we
wonder whether even the ceding of the vote could in-
crease our poet's fine facility of verse. If we must
confess, we like “Woman’s Limitation” and “Why
eaur Em’ly wants the Vote” much .better than “The
Pageant of Woman.”

We would like to quote liberally from “The Song ot
the Vanquished,” strong and inspiriting, giving the lie
to the crude immoral doctrine that “nothing succeeds
like success,” and drenched with the surety of “the
eternal revenge of right against wrong”; from “For
Easter,” full of the renascence of faith, hope, love;
from “Sic Transit,” like a cloud behind which the sun’s
rays are shooting, the glorious promise of a trans-
figured heaven and earth; from “From Latmos to
Luna,” in which is seen “the passion which left the

round to lose itself in the sky,” and to its surprise
ound the sky stoop to its embrace; from “The Follies,”
worthy of being learned by heart for the way in which
it sets forth the everlastingness of Love and Truth.
This we must forbear, and call attention to the treat-'
ment of Nature in the volume. It is intimate, realistic,
and charged with human feeling.

“Well, wherkof I drank when a Tairy well;l thought thee,

’Neath the knotted boughs where the squirrels leap
and peep,

Still, about thy stones, glance the lizards from the

lichens;
In thy mossy dell still the sunshine falls asleep.

Dew and ncctar then, to my lips that thirsted,

Selexpecl thy draught, deep-brewed in a dwarf’s dim
air:

Would the elves, by night, round thee tread their

magic mazes?
Would’st thou leap and dance to the elfin music
there? ”
With what observant joy are the well and all its sur-
roundings drawn? And here is a picture taken from
“Two Visions of Autumn,” worthy of a Turner :

“Leaves flaming and then fading; pomp of mists

That wreathe, at dusk and dawn, the mountain’s brow

With pride of opals and of armethysts.”

Many other examples might be found in the poems treat-
ing of the music of the months. Enough, we hope, has
been written to convince that this is not an ordinary
volume, but one that should find a sure place on the
shelves and in the hearts of all who love the Muses.

H. J. SHINGLES.
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RIGHARDS

Gontralto Vocalist & Elocutionist,

Church Secretaries, in making their arrange-
ments for the Autumn and Winter, should
communicate with Miss RICHARDS and
ascertain her vacant dates.
Miss RICHARDS' RECITALS have given un-
qualified pleasure all over the country,
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times.

Mies Richards’ Recltals include :—

CONCERT~RECITALS,

comprising Dramatic and Humorous Selec-
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been my good fortune to attend one of Miss Hetha
Richards' Recitals, and I feel that I have ample warrant
for according them the warmest praise.”
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MISS HETHA RICHARDS,

Montague, Westfields, Newbury, Berks.
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6d. and 1s.
Croquettes.
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POST FREE for 2s. 4d.
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ALL PERSONS suffertng from EPILEPSY
should send Name and Address to JAMES OSBORNE
Medical Pharmecy, Ashbourne, Derbyshire, who will for-
ward full particulers (with testimonials), and on recelpt of
2. for postage, o Free Trial Bottle of the most successful
remedy ever discovered for this distressing malady.
Sent to all parte of the world, -
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MIRIA
FOOD:..

Health & Strength DIET

For the Weakest Digestion.

The High-Water Mark of Nourishment
and Digestibility has been attained by
this Food.

MIRIAM'S FOOD is the result of practical experiments

made by a Consulting Physician, late of Edinburgh

University School of Medicine, and proved by him in
‘ numberless cases.

England's Greatest Food Specialist

Has Endorsed and Used It.

IT IS RAPIDLY SUPERSEDING
OTHER FOODS.

[t contains in scientific proportions those cereals which
excel in the Albumens, Carbohydrates, Fats and Salts,

It is Infallible Nourishment

FOR ALL AGES.

What Miriam’s Food did for the Potters
during the Coal Strike.

TESTIMONY OF A FEEDING VICAR.

The Rev. H. H. REDGRAVE, M.A., Vicar of St. Paul’s, Burslem, writes :—
‘* There were hundreds of people in the Potteries soon after the strike began
who were too weak to be able to eat ordinary food. ‘After consultation with
our own Relief Medical Officer, I decided to give to the sick and ailing
MiriAM'S FooD, because 1 had found by experience in my parish, that no
food nourished people and agreed with their digestion as MiriaM’s Foop.
I have had hundreds thank me for the food since the strike, telling me it
snatched them from the grave.' !

Send for Miriam’s FREE BOOKLET on Health and
Food, with matvellous testimonials. Every family should
have it.

Sold at all Boots’ Drug Stores & other Chemists,
6d., 1/- and 1/9, or direct from—

MIRIAM’S FOOD CO., Burslem, - Staffs.
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Conference Services and Meetings.

The Young People’s Missionary Meeting.
Bethesda, Sunday afternoon, July Tth, 1912.

BETHESDA, the Conference Chapel, looked quite gay
on Sunday afternoon. The shining sun made Bethesda's
new clothes—trimmed with many attractive designs in
pretty colours, and finished with gold—look delightful,
and the bright young faces,: looking upwards to the
platform, showed shining eyes that seemed to be as
diamonds in a fitting setting. The chairman was a
missionary enthusiast in the person of Mr. Brown, of
our Longport. Church. Very interesting were the stories
of heroic missionary endeavour which he related, and
he urged the boys and girls to work hard for their
brothers and sisters across the seas, and by books and
boxes to double their collections next year. When the
collection time came the chairman generously practised
what he had been preaching.

Mr. Parsons was a stranger to the boys and girls of
Bethesda, but how they listened as he spoke of their
little brothers and sisters in that extreme .south-west
province of Yunnan in the Chinese Empire! As most
Chinese missionaries do, he gave them a little lesson
in Chinese, There are three “nan ” provinces in China:
Ho-nan, Hu-nan, and Yu-nan. “Nan” means “south.”
«“ Ho” means “river,” and Honan is the province south
of the river. “Hu?” means ** lake,”” and Hunan is the
province south of the “lalke.” ‘‘ Yu” means ‘‘ clouds,”
and Yunnan is the province south of the clouds. But
the boys liked the lesson in pronouncing the words,
«“Miao.” It is so very much like the sound they have

so often imitated, which is made by our Enilish cat. |

Very interesting, too, was the description of the people
and- their dress. Mr. Parsons told us that nearly all
the people were small farmers, and he might have been
in Hanley for some days, where there are speakers ad-
dressing the crowds on the evils of the landowning sys-
tem in this country—he might have caught their spirit;
for he told of the cruelties -enacted by the landowners
upon these poor people, who live in low houses, largely
made of mud, with the fire in the middle of the house,
with no chimneys, which often makes the people
choose between cold feet and smarting eyes. The mis-
sionaries prefer cold feet. The Miao people bring all
their cattle and poultry into the house each night, and
the boys and girls were interested to know that Mr. Par-
sons from his bed in a host’s house could put out his
hand and stroke the_family pig. But the people are
very kind to the missionaries. ‘When they are about
to enter the villages and the people -expect them, they
come out to meet them, carrying each one a gift for
the teacher—either an egg or a piece of sugar, saying,
“Teacher, we love you so dearly—I've brought you an
egg, take and eat it.” . .

Then we felt thankful we were English people—for
the missionary told us that the little girls must begin
to work at four years of age—minding the cattle on
the hills, where wolves and leopards, tigers and some-
times bears are found. The boys make their own
sandals and the girls their own clothes, which are so
pretty and the decorations so flowery that they have
been” termed “the flowery people,” and a girl has a
poor chance of getting married until she can make her
own flowery garments. )

How the boys opened their eyes when Mr. Parsons
told of a tiger going through the mission compound and
taking a dog, which it ate, down the lane, and then, not
having had sufficient, returned and took a pig, and thus
had dog and pork for breakfast. The people however
try to kill the tigers by giving poison to them, putting
it" in the carcass of a beast that thad been partly
eaten, That, said the speaker, was what they were
trying to do with a tiger more fierce than these. “Mr.
Tiger the Devil” was devouring boys and girls and
men .and women, and by their pennies and their prayers
they were giving him the poison. He needed such a
lot to kill him, but every Bible sold, and evefy boy and
girl won to Jesus, was as poison to him.

When Mr. Parson$ left them in China, the people
said to him, “Go slowly, come back quickly, and when
you come bring other teachers with you.” He there-
fore asked the children of England to pray for K the
children in China every day, that by and by they may
share in the wonderful happiness that comes to all boys
and girls through Jesus.

It was a helpful meeting and one that the children

will no doubt long remember.

Young People’s Demonstration.
Bethesda Chapel, Monday night.

“HANLEY, 1912, has begun well, for it inaugurated
itself by a Young People’s Demonstration, and that
demonstration was a great success. “UNITED
METHODIST » readers know that our churches here are
experts in the matter of such demonstrations, and that
only a few months ago the huge Conference Chapel was
filled to overflowing with an enthusiastic and apprecia-
tive audience for the annual united Young People’s
rally. Some friends are lugubrious as to the success of
to-night’s meeting, for the election is a mighty rival,
and many of our young people are keen politicians (and
rightly). ~ The great galleries begin to fill early—a good
sign—and much interest is displayed in watching dele:
gates “staking out their claims?” with visiting cards
and stamp-paper ‘or a pin. The ‘choir grows to a com-

pact mass—a Young People’s choir indeed, mere boys
and girls many of them; and one wonders what they
will do with two fine anthems before them. The body
of the church is but sparsely filled, and,.like the plat-
form, when that fills up, its “young people” are mostly
of an elderly kind. But the audience i1s a continually
growing one: some actually coming in for the vote of
thanks! Two figures in tﬁe audience are noted with
much interest—Dr, Townsend and Rev. W. B, Lark—
and though we miss other representatives of the Con-
ference platform, there is a good sprinkling of delegates.

The hymns are well chosen—one needs no book to
sing “ O worship the King,” “Jesus the very thought,”
and “O Master, let me walkk with Thee ”—and with the
opening verse we have a revelation of the Potteries’
singing. Rev, W. Bainbridge speaks for all when he
prays that this magnificent ‘meeting might be a happy
augury of the days to follow.

Our chairman, Councillor North, of Batley, a fine
specimen of a sturdy Yorkshiveman and (may we sus-
pect?) a good business man, wastes no words. A
twenty years’ Sunday School teacher, he has learned
the worth of the work, and regards it a greater honour
to be a teacher than ta be on the Town Council. That
is the right note, and we are not surprised at his call
and claim for “Our best for the youngest.” Govern-
ments and municipalities are doing much for the child :
it is no time for the Church to hold back !

Mr. T. R. Blumer has disappointed owing to regret-
table illness, but an excellent substitute, decidedly differ-
ent, is found in Rev. W. James, of Huddersfield.
Quietly, thoughtfully, with an occasional flash of fun
and one distinct touch of rhetoric, Mr. James talks to
us as to a gathering of his own young people. He
asks us young folk what we are putting duéo the
Church, and not merely what we expect from her. “We
put vital energy into our business, but I am awfully
worried lest we neglect to do it for the Church. Pros-
perity in business depends on the efforts we make. In
the Church we are apt to leave it all to God!” Our
counsellor gives us one or two aphorisms to remember :
“Self-enrichment is according to self-expenditure. You
get according to what you give.” Again: “The sense
of possession is according to your self-expenditure.
You value your friend as you do the most for him.
There is go proprietorship like the mother’s in regard
to the child for whom she sacrifices herself, - Mr. James
thinks that we young fellows blow hot and cold; we
have lost “grip * and tenacity, and are leaving the bur-
den of the Church to the veterans. Our end can only be
reached as we persevere, as we pursue “with the keen,
unswerving of the greyhound.” ;

A striking contrast is Rev. R. H. B. Shapland, look-
ing a mere .boy, but speaking words of weight and
wisdom on the topic, “My Church.” His manner ar-
rests and his matter holds his listeners. Of the much-
vaunted “diffused Christianity » of our day he has little
opinion, and suggests that under recent tests it has noi
shown to advantage. The Christ light that shines ‘n
the world derives from the Church in spite of all men
say. “The saints have never been Robinson Crusoes,”
he says, and despite its imperfections Christ speaks of
the Church as “My Church.” He would have us learn
to strike the same note of possession. “We don’t know
the value of some things till we’ve got them.” His own
appreciation of babies dates from the coming of a little
stranger to his home—our baby! Two things, Experi-
ence and Labour, make the Church ours. The title-deeds
of the world are spiritual—Bethel, Moriah, the little
room in Shiloh’s temple, the road to Damascus, belong
to the men whose experiences knit these places into
their lives. The Church belongs, not to trustees and
pewholders, but to those who find God there. And as
we toil for the Church it becomes ours, for we only
prize the things we toil and agonize for., The mark of
the Cross on humblest service makes it worth while,
and anything that contributes to saving a soul is an
essentially Christian task.

Of the choral. singing it would be impossible to spealk
too highly. The two anthems, “O how amiable are
Thy tabernacles” and “Lead, kindly Light,” were ex-
quisitely rendered. Tone and balance, light and shade,
were perfect. An inspiring service was completed by
the choir’s: contribution, and so to our homes, with
braver hearts and uplifted souls,

A, H. ROBINS.

The Conference Conversazione.
‘ Tuesday evening.

THE Conference Conversazione is always a “brilliant
function.” Having used the cant phrase one hastens
to say it conveys nothing. The exact epithets do not
come readily. A curious Southerner with all the sensi-
tized plates of his mind exposed for impressions did not
get good results all at once. The negatives required
a lot of solution and time in the fixing bath. For one
thing, fine as the Town Hall itself is, there was much
wandering in corridors and passages, admirable places
for hide-and-seek, not helpful to simple strangers. The
building was erected for the purposes of an hotel. It
had been converted into a town hall, ‘and its many rooms
utilized for various purposes.

Our large-hearted friends gave us a full ‘and varied
programme. Hanley and, in particular, Bethesda has a
reputation to sustain. The first Conference function was'
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planned on an ambitious scale. And but for the election
in progress it would have been in every way a satisfac-
tion to its architects; There was no failure on their
part. But there is no denying that the number present,
large as it was, was not equal to expectation. The
large hall was filled in the first gallery when the Civic
Welcome was given, but the floor had large empty
spaces.

Let one try in a few sentences to give some picture
of things to our far-away friends. '

Up the steps, ordinary hotel steps, into the usual
gntrancet,l';all. N A 1{nﬁtor is in the road—(not this
eponent’s)—others follow. Their passen, i
with us. The crush Rerongers Crush on

i is never beyond endurance.
Tickets | clogkrpom!—all according to rule. Then the
fun began. 'This way? No, that! Easy to go right,

however. Scouts and others were at all the turni
and those who asked found the way. Thro:é-ll'lumgr?é
room—into another. Here Alderman F. Geen, ].P.
Mayor of the new county borough of Stoke-on-Trent, ir;
chain bedecked. Miss Geen—(at this point a lady is
needed for notes on dress)—daughter, and Mayoress.
Rev. John Luke (Mrs. Luke, unfortunately, away be-
cause her sister has been called heme) President; Rev.
E. F. H. and Mrs. Capey, Rev. W. C. Jackson, B.A.,
and Mrs, Jackson, were extended in a welcoming arc
and beamed and cordially saluted us as we streamed
past. This was the reception.

Some of us to the spacious gallerics. Others to the
floor of the hall. Came a procession not without its
platform’s width, to Miss Geen. Mr. Ambrose Wood,
a lqngh[y-respected Bethesda man, led, and took the
chair. To right and left of him were the above-named
and others, whom we gladly honoured, including I),r‘
Ambrose Shepherd, the morrow’s preacher. A cogppany
of Scouts formed up in support at the rear. A bo;.i'quel»
of flowers, borne by Miss Florence Wood p,asséd the
platforn‘l's width, to Miss Green. Mr. Am'brose Wood
in straight, manly fashion welcomed everybody. Hn:
commended the Mayor to us as a strong man, who had
shown his strength by setting his face against big con-
certs on Supday evenings. Alderman Geen, an ‘Angli-
can, with dignity and manifest warmth, welcomed the.
Cenference to the County Borough. He had friends of
long standing in their Church. He, recognized it was
impossible, indeed, not desirable, to get uniformity im
opinion and methods. The President, Rev, Jghn Luke
replied briefly and happily. A few words were asked for-
from Dr. Shepherd, who traced connection with United
Methodls_m through his uncle, John Ashworth, of Roch-
dale. Rightly, there was little speech-making. '

Another ramble through the corridors. A concert in
a room or small hall. Some of the artistes were lost in
the mazes of the. building. So we began the programme
in the middle. But what mattered it? Our north Staf-
fordsh)re. friends can sing. The short programme was
most enjoyable. One would like to give a 'descriptio‘n
but this writer is not a musical critic. In the large hali
the organist was giving a recital, Elsewhere a potter’s
thrower was at work on the old-style potter’s ‘Wh;el
Some fine specimens of pottery were on view and sale in
another place. Needless to say, these were not lik
photographs on the beach—prepared while we waited €

Refreshmengs and the usual rush and crush at th
buffet.” Old friends not met for years clasped one’s hande
Howsgulckly it all went! Yet how delightful it all was!

We shall not vote for the disconti i
ntinuati
ference Conversazione. tion of the Con-

The Conference Sermon,

A fow et Wednesday morning.
ours before the Wednesday o i
IC)onference S?rmo.n was preached I ha«iy hag a“"lgllfllznet%?

r. Shepherd’s sermons put into my hands.* There had
Eﬁ:gu ét}x]st t}me e&ough %o read one or two and to skip

a tew others. It was easy to nof i
grasp of argument, trenchant ap};eal, s;iuﬁ'g?t;lc—msu;‘:ﬁfgl
good hteratur_e andj many other fine qualities, but still
they were enigmatic. ‘They were slight at places, and
there was a distinctly noticeable absence 0? “ Go’spel »
But they roused this ‘question : Are these as they stand
perfectly representative—or does Dr, Shepherd prand.
He certainly expands. On Wednesday morning busi-
rness—very absorbing—was laid aside for the preach-
ing. At 12 o’clock precisely the preacher appeared
His forte ‘was made manifest instantly. He set us
to sing “Strong Son of God "—which cannot be sung to
an ordinary hymn tune. It was set to Warrington.”
Now let the musical try it to the two last stanzas and
conquer the difficulty of “But vaster.” Then came the
R{g{g;.’sand as the hymn so the prayer. It rose out of
“What in me. is dark illumine
What is low raise and support.”

Two of the petitions were for missionaries, “ ;
ing in the long exile of their love”; to ou,rsel?ejg, El'gsa?:
vation from the poor perversity that we cann:)t find
Thee out at all, and equal salvation from thinking that
we can find Thee out to perfection.” It was uttered ijn
a low hushed voice that suggested nothing' of the
trumpetings of the sermon. Then the sermon The
preacher stands before us a strikingly handsorr;e man
Tall, heavily made, moving with a stately step' Face
fleshy, brow both high and broad. The forehead covered
with"tousled hair that seems unkempt and has libert
to wander where it will. 1 had noticed in the passa .
that the Doctor fingered something in his back pockgt:
a].most nervously. It was his sermon-case. Now it is
laid upon the book and opened. But what is the use of
it. The pages are turned, but not a turn of the eye
is bestowed in their direction. The text is Johmn x., 10,
I am- come that they may have life and that ’the};
may have it more abundantly.” The topic is stated
“The Church of To-day—Wanting in What?”
Curiously or inspirationally it is strikingly in confirma-
tion of the President’s speech of the day before. But

By Ambrose Shepherd., D.D.

** Bible} Studies in Living Subjects.”
(Hodder and Stoughton, 3s, 6d. neg.,) s
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the words are rolling out, the great phrases are hit off
hotly. An athlete stripped to the battle is before us.
It is impossible but to attend; for the preacher sweats;
not that there is so much action, either. It is very
restrained, and reduced to a few gestures, but they are
lightning-like and electric. There is no Biblical exposi-
tion, and no dogmatic construction. Dr. Shepherd
begins with a reference to.a modern writer who rebukes
the dearth of conversions: Like many other preachers
the sermon is constructively like a telegraphic connec-
tion. So many modern quotations as the .poles and so

much intervening expansion as the wires; but supremely.

well done. The central idea is quite simple and sound.
(1) We are living in experience preveniently to Pentecost,
and not subsequently; (2) Renan: “No power that I
know of can save the Church from its fast-approaching
decease”—no human power, but the power of the Holy
Ghost, why of it? “I believe that the Church will yet
break her grandest records.” *But she must either
conquer or be conquered.” It is a great happiness to
report that Dr. Shepherd not only preached spiritual
life, but spiritual fullness, and laid great emphasis upon it
in such a way as from one who knew.

It is not, however, the outline of a sermon that is
being laid before us, but an inspired man who is
unstintingly pouring out himself. Quite colloquially,
not afraid to make us smile—though he does not smile.
Not afraid to speak of himself, not above taking a purely
human illustration from twe men he met in the street
in Glasgow, but all aglow, all live, and all squeezed
home. And the question I raised at the start is
answered. He can expand, and he is evangelical
enough. He can talk about his Saviour, and his love
for Him. A But, as with many others, that has to come
out on the spot and not be in the preparation. His
published sermons will always belie him in this. 1
fancy his own greatest relish was felt when he gave us
that piquant passage from an old Puritan, “It is one
thing to know the devil, it is another thing to stand up
to him, and tell him who he is.” On the Tuesday
evening Dr. Shepherd recalled his family relation to
John Ashworth, and hinted at his indebtedness to Roch-
dale Free Methodism. He has nobly repaid the debt.

G.C..

Women’s Missionary Auxiliary.
Wednesday afternoon.

. On Wednésday, July 10th, at 2.45 p.m., the annual
Conference Meeting of the Women’s Missionary
Auxiliary was held in the Presbyterian Church, Trinity
Street, Hanley (which was kindly lent for the occasion),
under the able presidency of Miss Lily Lowe, of Burton-
on-Trent. The hymn, “O Jesus, King most wonderful,”
sung with great depth of feeling, gave a splendid send-
off to the meeting ; indeed the singing of the hymns at
intervals during the meeting was one of its most telling
features. It seemed that here was a great bandof
workers “whose hearts God had touched,” and that
devotion and re-dedication ‘was being expressed through
the beautiful hymns selected. The Rev. C. Stedeford
(Foreign Missionary Secretary) offered a most eamest
prayer, specially commending “one who had so anxiously
hoped to be with us, but who was kept in the hospital
for treatment instead ” to God’s loving care and keeping ;
at the close of the meeting, a telegram, expressive of
deep sympathy and regret, was sent to that “one,” Miss
Ethel "Squire, B.A., of Chao Tong, Yunnan. The
Secretary’s report was, in the deeply-regretted absence
of Miss Stacey, presented by Mrs. Balkwill, retiring
Publication Secretary and President-Elect of the W.M.A.
This last year has been one of steady progress, of grow-
ing “oneness ” (shown very clearly at our Central Coun-
cil Meetings, held in Cardiff this year); and we show
a goodly increase, both in finance and membership,
having raised for the year £2,567, and numbering
nearly 11,000 members. Very kindly and appre-
ciative reference was made by Mrs. Balkwill to the
valuable work done by Miss Stacey, of Sheffield, the
retiring Foreign Corresponding Secretary of the W.M.A.
The meeting felt that this gracious acknowledgement by
a co-officer, was welt deserved. The newly-appointed
Foreign Corresponding Secretary for the W.M.A. is
Mrs. George Eayrs, of Bristol, appointed for three
years; and the “Publication Secretary,” Mrs. Knight,
sister of the Rev. Sam Pollard, China.

A letter was read by Mrs. Balkwill, from one of our
revered Vice-Presidents, Mrs. Innocent (widow of that

beloved veteran missionary of the ex-M.N.C., John’

Innocent) and an enclosed cheque acknowledged.

An urgent appeal was made for a lady doctor, and a
lady evangelist to fill the places left vacant by Dr.
Lilian Grandin and others. We wait anxiously and
prayerfully for God-guided lives, who are willing in
answer to our Saviour’s “Go ye” to offer their services
for the “Master’s use.” Miss Lowe proved herself a
model president, speaking brightly, briefly,. and to the
point; she said “God could do this great work of
Salvation in other lands without us, but He asks our
help, let us be willing to give .it, leaving ‘results’ to
Him. She referred to the great honour conferred upon
us as a denomination by the appeointment of Principal

Soothill to such a high office; and also spoke of the |

great value. of Missionary work in connection with our
Sunday Schools. A fine address was given by Miss
Ashworth, -of Rochdale, known and ‘beloved for her
splendid work in W.M.A. throughout the Connexion.
Miss Ashworth spoke of Hudson Taylor’s “call,” he
heard God say “l am going to evangelize China, and
if you like to walk with Me I will do it through you.”
he went on, “I wonder if the Women’s Missionary
Auxiliary through England and America have heard any
similar voice—'1 am going to emancipate the women
and girls of China, and if you like to walk with Me I
will do it through you.” It is for us to say ‘Yes’ or
‘No’ to God;” Miss Ashiworth pleaded for stress to be
laid on the more spiritual side of our work. Some are
apt to ask “What can I do”; I am.neither clever nor
rich. God does not always use the clever or rich people
to do His work. Somie of our most enthusiastic workers

for the W.M.A. are of the hHumblest and poorest, but
they are rich in spiritual fervour; “Oh, that all might
catch the flame, kindled in some hearts it is.” The
opportunity, God-given, to redeem our sisters in China
is before us, don’t let us miss this sacred opportunity.

After Miss Ashworth’s speech, Mrs. E. S. Peake sang
the solo, “Nearer, my God, to Thee,” beautifully and
expressively, and was accompanied most effectively on
the organ by Mr. T. Johnson, of Bethesda.

Miss Turner (head of the Girls’ School, Chu Chia,
North China) followed with a beautiful account of the
work done amongst the girls in the school of which she
is the so-able head. Miss Turner spoke of the great
revulsion of feeling which is taking place during this
first year of China’s Republic, of the desire for the
education of her women and girls, and their uplift
generally; of the splendid testimony given by the late
Miss Russel, at Peking, before a gathering of high-
class China women, who, when speaking of the change
in the position of womeén during the last 20 years, said,
“Whatever enlightenment has come to us, is due to the
missionary ladies who have lived among us; by their
lives perhaps more than by their words, ey have taught
us what a woman ought to be.”

Miss Turner paid beautiful and tender tribute to the
noble work done by Mrs. Innocent and Mrs. Candlin,
in laying the foundations of the work among the women
and girls of Chu Chia and elsewhere. I hope to give
a fuller account of Miss Turner’s and Mrs, Parsons’
speeches in the September number of the “Missionary
Echo.” )

Mrs. H. Parsons, of the Miao Mission, South-West
China, told, in simple yet effective language, of work
done at the Missionary’s home at Stone Gateway, West
China ; of the Miao’s way of telling their love for the
foreign missionary, and of their gratitude for the help
and teaching of their English sisters. We were highly
amused at her description of the Rev. W, Hudspeth’s
receptionramong the Miao sisters, the Scriptural mention
of the “seven women shall take hold on one man”
was a mere nothing to it, poor Mr. Hudspeth!! I
wonder if he enjoyed it. Mrs. Parsons took us, in
imagination, through the dispensary, we saw the
neglected little sufferers (because the mothers knew no
better) and our hearts burned within us. Oh, who will
offer to go out and help these neglected suffering
sisters? We were told by Mrs. Parsons of the “great
things” the Gospel is doing for this people, they are
learning the meaning of lowe, of love in the home, and
generally among themselves; of their desire for more
teaching ; of their humble and touehing confessious at the
Sacrament of our Lord. One sad, “Teacher, I have lost
my femper during this last month, am I fit to take the
Sacrament? ”; and another “I had to cook meal this
morning for dinner, will God forgive me?”; and yet
another, “I lost my temper with my husband yesterday,
can God forgive me?” Our hearts were deeply stirred,
and our eyes were strangely troublesome as we listened
to these things, and we felt greatly humbled by the
simple and beautiful faith of our sisters in China. The
meeting was closed by the pronouncing of the Benedic-
tion by the Rev, C. Stedeford, who first voiced the
thanks of the W.M.A. to Miss Lowe, the speakers, Mrs.
Peake, the organist, and the local committee, especially
mentioning Mrs. E. Capey, who had helped so splendidly
‘in the matter of finance. Our collection, inclusive of
special gifts, reached the sum of £42. We were de-
lighted to have with us Mrs. Ward, of Sheffield, Presi-
dent of the W.M.A., who has been very unwell for some
time, but is now much better.

W. S. EAYRS.

Conference Missionary Meeting.
Bethesda Chapel, Wednesday evening.

THREE things hindered the full effectiveness of this
great gathering : the counter-attraction of a large poli-
tical meeting, the late hour at which it began, and the
want of a time-table. The first of these was unavoid-
able, yet one could have wished for a larger tepresenta-
tion of the personnel of the Conference in the Annual
Meeting which reviews past labours, looks out upon the

for our forward march. When shall we learn that a
time-table is almost an essential to tlie success of a
great public meeting : that every'speaker ‘should have
his time and stick to it? And who was responsible for
the delaying of the meeting till half-past seven, when a
good audience had been waiting pearly an hour in the
churchyard? At such a meeting the tide clearly turns
at half-past eight, when people must rush away to catch
their trains and after that it must be “broken water”
till the close.

But while we suffered from these things on Wednes-
day night, the great cause, the glamour of a great idea,
.1aid its hand upon us and gave us a meeting full of
.thrill and power. s

Rev. J. E. Radcliffe led us in prayer, and we were
lifted to the fields of vision and caught a glimpse of
‘the great world-wide Kingdom which God calls us to
-establish.

Mr. J. C. Fell, from the chair, told the story of his
_conversion in a rare, simple Methodist testimony, and
.claimed the missionary needs of the world as a great
call to faith and prayer. .
~ When Mr. Stedeford rose at 8.15 we felt that we were
coming into close touch with our missions; he wisely
dispensed with a formal report, and in a vigorous and
telling speech rejoiced the audience with the news that
spite of decreases in many circuits there was a net in-
. crease of 42,550 in our foreign missionary income.
And a rousing cheer greeted the statement that though
we are not able to fill all the places we would and have
not yet realized our hopes of extension, we had aban-
doned nothing and did not intend to do so. He quoted
with effect Hudson Taylor’s saying that when we are
prepared to do God’s work in God’s way we could rely
on God’s help. He claimed that in advancing into Meru

world we are charged to save, and generates enthusiasm {-

of the Connexion for the young missionary who was
going forth for the work which New and Wakefield had
so long advocated and which was waiting to be done.

Mr. Stedeford concluded by introducing to the chair-
man and the audience the band of missionaries on the
platform : Miss Turner, Rev. J. Hinds, Rev. W. R.
Stobie, and Rev. C. E. Hicks, who have lately come
from the field with others who looked forward with
eagerness to their return.

Rev. J. Hinds followed with a relation of recent
experiences during the Chinese revolution, and gave
the welcome assurance that though anti-foreign feeling
might arise there was none now, and that whatever
the final issue of the recent upheaval there would be
greater freedom for the propagation of the Gospel. It
was gratifying to know that revolutionary leaders had
publicly expressed their wish for the aid of missionaries
in the regeneration of China, and that the President of
the new Republic had assured a deputation of Peking
Christians that in the projected constitution there would
be a clause guaranteeing religious liberty. Only those
who have had experience of the religious disabilities
under which missionary work in China has hitherto
been done can appreciate how much this means, but all
who heard the assurance realized that it meant much
to our work, and that the wider opportunities which it
would afford us demanded still greater devotion alike
from missionaries on the field and from the churches at
home, .

Rev. J. Ninnis then spoke as the representative of
Home Missions, and in a rousing address pleaded the
cause of the country circuits aided by the Home Mission
Fund: his quick humour, combined with deep and
earnest feeling, were contagious, and one felt that it
was a pity that the interests of a cause so ably advo-
cated should be relegated to a single speech in the
Annual Missionary Meeting. One could not escape the
thought that there was something forced in bringing
into the midst of a meeting largely charged with foreign
missionary feeling a question equally worthy of con-
sideration but essentially different. -

By all means let us hear the call of the weak churches
at home : as Mr. Ninnis said, United Methodism would
be stultified if it saved its finances at the price of our
village churches: and let us also hear the call of the
heathen, but why commingle and confuse the utterance?
Our Home Mission will not fail in its appeal to the
churches when it has the courage to erect a platform
of its own and refuses to take a secondary and subor-
dinate place and be merely bracketed in small type
with our Foreign Missions,

When Mr. Ninnis sat down the tide turned, and the
meeting bustled to the end like a railway platform :
it was a. thousand pities, and it ought to have been
avoided. ‘

Amidst the disturbance the Chairman’s princely gift
of £100 was announced, and the collection was taken,
after which there came what should have been the.most
thrilling moment of the meeting : the farewell word of ’
Rev. R. Worthington, on his designation to the new
highland region of Meru. One deeply sympathized with
him as amidst a steady stream of exits he made his plea
for remembrance and prayer as he fares forth upon an
untried path. But there was more feeling for him than
appeared, and not least regretful were those who heard
the distant train bell and were forced to appear indif-
ferent and to leave,

It was after half-past nine when Rev. C. E. Hicks,
bronzed from his recent homeward journey, stood up to
speak, to the accompaniment of -further exits: he had
no opportunity of delivering his soul and telling us of
his years of faithful work.

It was nearly ten o’clock when the Doxology was
sung, and we trooped forth with mingled feelings of
pride and gladness in the great work in which we, have
so goodly. a share, and of regret that so many un-
toward circumstances had hindered its adequate and
worthy presentation. B. T.

Foreign AMiss‘ionary Meeting.
Wednesday.

THE first descriptive report of the Conference
Foreign Missionary Demonstration from the pen that
transcribes these words was to a family circle presided
over for the nonce by one whose name is for ever a
reminder, if memory needs stimulating, that not to be
‘missionary enthusiasts is to be recreant. to the para-
mount claims of gratitude. One thinks of the. first
Lydia by the riverside at Philippi, and realizes that
instead of that -noble woman having been the first con-
vert to Christianity in Europe there was a possibility
that the steps of the Apostle Paul might have been
allowed, if his inclination had been favoured to take an
Eastward course, rather than a Westward. Then Per-
sia, India, China, Japan might have been evangelized.
Then, too, from Conference Missionary Demonstrations
in those lands there might have issued persuasively
pathetic appeals to send the Gospel to these Western
Islands, where, but for the cry of the “man from Mace-
donia,” we might still have been painting our bodies
and worshipping stocks and stones, as did our ancestors
in the day when Paul, impelled by the Holy Spirit, and
responsive to the call of souls in need, came to Europe.
Gratitude for this preferential consideration is slowly
coming to birth, but once realized it will surely result
in a consuming determination that the fields allotted
to -our Church in the comity of Missions shall lack
nothing in means or men, so that these kingdoms shall
indeed become the kingdoms of our Lord-and of His
Christ..

I wish it might have been possible to write of the
Bethesda meeting as epoch-making in this direction.
It wes indeed heart-stirring and emotion-kindling to
look into the faces of the valiant heroes and heroines
who have representatively laboured for us amongst “the
other sheep.” We roused ourselves to give a greeting
to Miss Turner, our veteran of thirty-three years ser-

we were taking such a step, @nd he bespoke the prayers

vice John Hinds, C, E. Hicks, W. R. Stobie, W.
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Eddon, F. B. Turner, and Dr. Savin, while we followed
with sympathy the feeling words of our Secretary as
he referred to the further illness of Miss Squire. North,
South, and South-West China were represented there,
as also East Africa. It was grand! -But something
was missing! The election fever seemed to be the
convenient excuse for everything that lacked complete-
ness, but such apologetics are unworthy on the part
of any who pray “Thy Kingdom come.” Bethesda
should have been crammed and the atmosphere electric,

Mr. J.~C. Fell, the chairman, generous in spirit and
spiritual in outlook, is a splendidly representative lay-
man. In his address he took no stock of comparative
religion, nor did he approach the work of missionaries
as it affected the economic.and social conditions of the
races amongst whom they worked. We have the Gos-
pel of John ili. 16, he declared. It was a shame thar
theser peoples should have been so long in the world and
not known of it. They were astonished that they had
not heard of it, and could hardly believe the good news.
Mr. Fell pleaded for sympathy on behalf of the good
men and women who leave home and all the amenities
of civilization on our behalf—a ivery necessary re-
minder. Not less pertinent was the peroration in which
the chairman pleadgd for a deepening of evangelical life
in the Home Churches as the necessary postulate to
a successful missionary enterprise.

~The Secretary had a deservedly rousing reception.
His statement was naturally concerned with the influ.
ence of the Revolution on the work of our missions,
and it was with great relief that the meeting heard
that the cloud had passed, that we hdd emerged into
sunshine, that better times had come, and better still
are in store. The most enthusiastic moment of the
meeting came with the announcement that, notwith-
standing the coal strike, there had been an increase of
£2,600 in the income—an earnest, I trust, of the more
glorious things yet to be. A true missionary spirit, it
was good to hear, was actuating our people, and it is
to be hoped that the vacancies on the field unfilled for
lack of funds may speedily recéive their complement of
workers. A bold, courageous policy is the watchword
of the Secretary and the Committee, and the Connexion
must back them up.

The Rev. John Hinds, fresh from. China, received the
affectionate greeting of the meeting and felt, I trust,
renewed confidence that many men and women are
faithfully “holding the rope ” for him at the home end.
Mr. Hinds spoke intimately of the influence of the
Revolution on our own people, who 'were perhaps going
too far in their support of the Revolution. The people
now in powetr were, he believed, friendly disposed to-
wards foreigners and Christianity.  This movement
had, however, only touched the fringe of the people,
the masses being still steeped in darkness. The. great
danger of the awakening was that while Christian
organizations were hesitating, a great mass of Agnostic
literature was being poured in. As in India, so in
China this is the greatest peril of the moment.

The Rev. John Ninnis spoke for Home Missions and
roused the Conference to an intensity of interest as he
put in a-strong plea for continued support of the village
causes. He recited a long catena of honoured names
in our midst which United Methodism owes to the
village churches. And more important and persuasive
still would have been the plea that in many places from
these village pulpits alone is there any proclamation of
evangelical truth., For this cause, if for no other, I
trust the appeal of Mr. Ninnis will bear good fruit.

It was a pity that the meeting had now extended to
s0 late an hour that there was an obligatory exodus.
Comparatively few people stayed to listen .to Mr. Hicks’
description of his outpost .work, and Mr, Worthington
deserved a heartier send-off to the Meru. But they will
take the will for the deed.

May a Londoner express, in conclusion, his great de-
light in the beautiful singing of the Bethesda choir.

-J. ARNOLD.

Missionary Demonstration.
Wednéesday evening.

WEDNESDAY evening was set apart for the public
reception of missionaries recently returned trom the
foreign field, and there was a splendid audience to wel-
come them. Mr. J. C, Fell, of Ashton-under-Lyne,
presided over the gathering, and was ‘supported on the
platform by Rev. C. Stedeford (Foreign Missionary
Secretary), Mr. W. H. Butler, J.P. (Treasurer), Revs.
1. Hinc?; (North China), Rev. C. E. Hicks (South-
West China), Rev. R. Worthington (designated for
Meru), Revs. F. B. Turner, W. R. Stobie, W. Eddon,
Dr. Savin, and Miss Turner (missionaries from Chinaj,
Rev. ]. Ninnis, Rev, J. Moore (Home Mission Secre-
tary), Rev. J. E. Radcliffe, Rev.-H. T. Chapman, and
Ald." Tresise (Burton-on-Trent). )

After the opening hymn, “All hail the power of Jesu's
Name,” the congregation was led in prayer by Rev.
]. E. Radcliffe.

CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS.

Mr. J. C. Fell, who has ever been a prayerful and
earnest supporter of our missionary work, made an
admirable chairman, and gave a real missionary ad-
dress, full of spirituality. He said that John declared
“God so loved the world that whosoever believeth on
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” This
was the message that our missionaries were sent out
east, west, north, and south to declare to those who
sat in darkness and had not seen the light, and who
weré astonished to hear that God should send His Son
to die for them. It was too good to be true, say they.
It was this message our missionaries were sent to tell
them; that God was no respecter of persons, but that
all had sinned and come short of His glory; but He
sent His Som to die for the sins of the world, that those
who believe in Him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life. Who of us could refuse to send the mis-
sionaries to declare such a message—to carry the good
news to all where rich or poor, black or white? Cer-
tainly not those who were ‘enlig_htenedl Let them

deliver themselves from the responsibility of the incubus
on the work by the debt resting upon it. He asked
them for their sympathy and prayers for the mis-
sionaries, and, if they believed, their prayers would be
answered. In conclusion, the chairman gave a beauti-
ful testimony to the answer of prayer, and urged all
to pray for the sticcess of the work on the foreign field.
(Applause.)

Rev. C. Swedeford (Foreign Missionary Secretary) gave
a brief statement as to the present condition of mis-
sionary enterprise in our Church. He reminded the
audience of the revolution in China, which had affected
the missionaries in \West and North China; but _the
clouds were breaking, and to-day they rejoiced that the
sunshine was breaking forth. When the missionaries
returned to their stations they found the people stand-
ing true and possessed of a new eagerness to listen
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. At home they had been
doing their utmost to increase their missionary income,
and he was delighted to say that the income had in-
creased by £2,550, and this increase showed that they
had the right missionary spirit. (Applause.) It was in
this spirit that they would solve the difficulties of their
missionary problem. They were now able to advance
with the new station at -‘Meru, and to-day they were
able to find a man in the young Dbrother, Rev. R.
Worthington. In this way they were trying to fulfit the
desire of the founders of the last African Mission, of
Charles New and Thomas Wakefield. (IHear, hear.)
He believed there nvas a proinise of a most flourishing
mission in that new district, and he believed that the
labour spent in East Africa was to be repaid by the
success of the new mission in Meru. (Applause.)

The Secretary then introduced to the chairman and
the audience the following missionaries, who were re-
ceived amid much applause : Miss A. J. Turner, Princi-
pal of Girls’ School at Lao Ling; Rev. ]J. Hinds, for
thirty-three years on the mission field; Rev. C. E.
Hicks, ‘who has just returned to this country; Rev, W,
R. Stobie, who has the widest Methodist circuit; Rev.
F, (B. Turner, who hopes to return to China next year;
and Revs. W. Eddon and Dr. Savin, both of whom will
return in the near future.

The chairman shook each missionary by the hand
and cordially welcomed them.

THE EFFECT OF THE REVOLUTION.

Rev. J. Hinds was the first missionary .to speak, and
gave a survey of the results of the revolution in Tong
Shan. In mentioning the name of Rev. G. T. Candlin
the audience loudly applauded. He said they had dis-
couraged the taking part in the struggle. They had
felt the oppression of the Manchus, but they had to be
careful not to openly express themselves. The republic
was very popular, as the people thought that republic
meant government by the people: that is, there would
be no taxes. (Laughter.) He thought, however, that
there would be much freedom for the preaching of the
Gospel, as those in power were friendly towards the
foreigners and many of the leaders were interested in
Christianity itself. He thought they had every reason
to hope from the new condition of things. The con-
quest of an empire for Christianity would take a long
time. The character of the new converts caused every
reason for thankfulness. In view of 'what transpired
at the Boxer riots they had to alter their judgement of
the native Christians, as they stood so firm, and well
might they say, “The love of God is broader than the
measures of man’s mind.” They had a splendid staff of
voluntary preachers, who could testify to the goodness
of God and His saving power. He saw in a vision the
day when the temple of God would be erected in the
villages and the towns. To-day there was a great oppor-
tunity before them. It was theirs to go forward in the
towns and villages and carry forth the good tidings,
and their eyes strained for the glory of the coming of
the King. (Cheers.)

Rev. James Ninnis represented the home field, and
said he was full of the reverential feeling towards the
missionaries. e rejoiced in the fact that while he
was not a foreign missionary he was able to stand on
the same platform.  But this was the Home and
Foreign Misstonary meeting, and they were all associ-
ated, with one large circuit, at home and abroad. He
had known a little of the successes of the Home Mission
centres, he had seen the Christ of God enter into the
mud of a bad man’s life and now the spirit of that man
is fit to be an ornament of God. He had heard in
churches receiving a grant the cry “God be merciful
to me a sinner! ”? It is because, as Dr. Ambrose Shep-
herd suggested, that we are living in pre-pentecostal
times. They might mourn the debt, but he thought
they had statesmen at the head of the- Mission affairs.
He referred. to the assistance given to the village causes,
and said it would be a bad day when the assistance
was withdrawn : it was there that God could be found.
The time had not come when they could dispense with
the old men and old women in the village churches.
Let those who were receiving a grant get away from
the idea that it was a vested interest. ~He wanted them
to realize that the exports are greater than the imports.
He deeply impressed the meeting with his references to
the foreign' missionaries who had gone out of the vil-
lages, and reminded them that these were the exports.
Don't let them neglect the village causes, as they re-
turned much to the denomination which helped them.

Rev. R. Ashby Howe gave the statement of the pro-
ceeds to hand. Including the chairman’s gift of £100
and a meeting at Macclesfield and Bethesda, the result
up to the time of meeting was £252 15s. 9d. .
Rev. R. Worthington thanked the friends for their
warm reception, and he wanted them to believe that in
going to the outpost to preach the Gospe! of Jesus
Christ he was resting upon their prayers. Let them
realize wherever they were it was one service for the

Master, and let them do it as well as they could.

(Cheers.)

Rev. C. E. Hicks said he came from the outpost of
our denomination. The Committee had begun to
realize this, and because they realized it they gave them

480 a year less salary. (Laughter.) It is a good
thing to get the Committee to see eye to eye with them.
(Laughter.) What had they done? They had done a
good deal of positive work to have a negative effect.
He was glad to say that the people now knew what
they stood for—for a spiritual idea, for the assurance
and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. They had succeeded
il establishing a church in that outpost which was look-
ing forward to managing its own affairs. He suggested
the establishment of schools, so that they might have
centres to build up the work., Let them remember the
Chinese Church in prayer, as there was as much
strength in prayer as in preaching, that the Chinese
Church might be a strong Christian Church. (Applause.)

‘The President moved a hearty vote of thanks to those
who had taken part, and this was seconded by Ald. C.
Tresise.

During the evening the choir rendered the anthem,
“How lovely are the messengers” (Mendelssohn}), and-
a splendid meeting ‘'was brought to a close with the
Benediction,

The Fraternal Deputation.
Thursday mnoon,

The Fanley Conference hour in which a considerable
number of clergymen, ministers and other gentlemen
visited us in various representative and personal capaci-
ties was from noon to one o’clock on Wednesday, and
will be remembered for two things: three Anglican
clergymen addressed us and Mr. R. W, Essex, M.P,,
gave one of the aptist and most exquisitely phrased
replies any of us had ever listened to on such an
occasion.

Rev. E. F. H. Capey introduced the speakers.  First
came Archdeacon M. Graham, of Stoke-on-Trent. IHe

give us five minutes of manly talk. There were no
empty and insincere compliments. He had come with-
out any hesitation. He felt strongly that while there
were differences which he did not desire to overlook,
they were not anything like so important as the things
which joined them all together. FHe could understand
some people asking how he could be present at.such a
Conference when the Welsh Disestablishment Bill was
in their faces. Yet he was there. There was nothing
so important as the unity of Christians—unity not
uniformity. It was necessary for them to find a locus
standi where they could all stand together.

The Rector of Hanley, Rev. W. S, Knowles, M.A.,
followed on similar lines. He endorsed the Arch-
deacon’s utterance.  They were all Christians. He
could understand their position, and his own. They had
one common foe. There probably never would be uni-
formity. There could be unity. .

The Vicar of Etruria, Rev. Willis Barrett, told us he
came with all his heart. There had been misrepresenta-
tion on both sides. The Vicar was very bold. He was
heartily cheered for the saying. He hoped the time
would come when Nonconformists would preach in
church pulpits, and Churchmen -in Nonconformist
churches. He would not express his views on Disestab-
lishment. He had thought deeply about these matters.
He thought if he give his views he - would set the Pot-
teries in a blaze. Their need was more union.

A message from the TRector of Stoke-on-Trent
expressed his deep regret at not being able to be present.

Rev. W. S, Lansdell, B.A., secretary of the North
Staffordshire Free Church Federation, read a long, able
and very brotherly address. Its references to historic
Bethesda and its place in the life of the district were
highly appreciative in tone and very heartily received.

Mr. Herbert Coates, J.P., the President of the
Federation, spoke to the address. As a well-known
member of the United Methodist Church, his presence
was specially interesting in the dual capacity. He had
been brought up in that Sunday School and a member
more or less all his life. He gave the Conference most
hearty greetings and defined their one common purpose
to bring about the suppression of drink, gambling, and
other evils. v

A mniessage was also read from the Executive Com-
mittee of the United Kingdom Alliance.

Principal J. S. Clemens, B.A., D.D., gave the first
address in reply, and it was given with characteristic
ability and a high courtesy which sacrificed nothing
to thorough sincerity. He regarded such -inci-
dents as not merely ornamental occasions, no mere
bandying of compliments. It was a precious occasion.
He held the conviction that one most essential thing was
an unmistakable demonstration of their essential unity,
He hoped they would find more than phrases, viz., a
mode of expressing their unity. There was a tendency
for them to be dominated by phrases which tended to
become cant phrases. Such as “baptism of the Holy
Spirit” and “unhappy divisions.,” They must get the
thing, the baptism itself. They must make their divi-
sions less unhappy. “Love one another” was a great
exacting demand. In that was a real panacea.

Mr. R. W. Essex, M.P., recognised the breadth and
catholicity of the greeting. He showed, in a finely
phrased passage, fhat there was a drawing together, a
gathering together. He touched the difficult question—
on such on occasion—of Welsh Disestablishment and in
words that rang with truth affirmed that he would
take no step in that direction but for deep conviction-

Mrs. J. B. HORTON,
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that the measure was for the well-being of the Anglican
Church. It is quite impossible, in a brief sketch, to
give an adequate idea of a speech lofty in conception,
manly and sincere, devoid of any surrender to .the
pleasing act of giving pleasure and breathing a fine
catholicity and spirit of brotherhood. It was worthy
of the really great occasion. C. G H .

The Conference Tea-Meeting.
Thursday.

Like a human being, our Conference is many-sided

and various-natured. It can be intellectual, revelling in
debate, or theological, defining its doctrines. But what-
ever else it is, it is nearly always social. Witness the
hearty handshaking, the merry laughter, the happy
greeting that goes on morning, noon and night. We
are brothers: we are all one family : we know and love
one another, and are full of fraternal interests. And so
every year we have our family party, and we call it the
Conference Tea Meeting.
“ It was delightful to see how our people rallied on
Thursday in such great numbers for our social love-
feast, in spite of the fact that all the streets around
Bethesda were alive with electioneering attractions.
Thank God, the old family feeling, that at the begin-
ning helped to make Methodism, is still burning brightly
‘in the hearts of Methodists to-day. The sight of the
crowded tea-tables, and the great numbers waiting out-
side for their turn, was good for our eyes in these lean
days.

%l’romptly at 7.80 the meeting began. As in the
school, so here in this great spacious church, we had a
crowd that hummed with life, and brimmed over with
interest.

And who is the gentleman in the chair—tall, erect,
stately and crowned with silver hair? “That’s George
Ridgway,” said someone sitting near to me: and the
voice was hushed and the tone reverent, For in Han.
ley, and in Bethesda Church, George Ridgway is” an
historic and honoured name.

Very brightly, if briefly, the Chairman welcomed us,
and conducted the meeting with tact and gracefulness.

After his address, Mr. Ridgway called on the cho'r
for, an anthem: “Comes at times a stillness ” (Wood-
ward). What would our family party be without music!
The great choir—there must have been over a hundred
voices—followed the baton of Mr. James, and led by
Mr. Johnson, at the magnificent four-manual organ,
flooded the building with golden tides of melody from
music’s golden sea. It was enchanting, as afterwards
when the Choir rendered, what was to us, a new set-
ting, by F. James, of “Abide with me.”

We were very happy in the chosen speakers. Sitting
near the President was the first speaker, Rev. J. A.
Dobson. Tall, with military bearing, and, when speak-
ing, full of life from head to feet. For twenty minutes
he held us spellbound with his burning eloquence, as he
applied to ug of to-day Charles Wesley’s words :

“A charge to keep I have,
A God to glorify,
A never-dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky.”

Mr. Dobson’s first point was that we must consecrate
our life spiritually in order to. spiritually bless our fellow
men. Before we can make sinners into saints we must
get back to fundamental certainties, Of Professor
Drummond’s three essentials of religion, criticism, dog-
matism, and evangelism, i.e., the explanation of truth,
the defence of truth, the propagation of truth—Mr. Dob-
son claimed the last as the most important for the
Church and the world to-day.

Next, Mr. Dobson claimed that spirituality was the
only thing that ultimately influenced character. In-
ternal revolution must go with external reformation.

Finally, we must have faith in God in spite of
adversity.

There is always hope when we have faith in God.
When John Burns was in gaol, he found in a prison
Bible a prisoner’s marginal note alongside a doleful
passage in Lamentations, “Cheer up, Jeremiah.” To
those who say our Church is not as good as it used
-to be, the speaker would reply, as did the Editor of
“Punch,” when a correspondent complained that
“Punch ” was not as good as it used to be: “No,” said
the Editor, “and it never was.”

Having sung “O love that wilt not let me go!” our
fellow member of Conference, Mr. R. W, Essex, M.P.
for Stafford, addressed the meeting. His speech was a
surprise. The Member of Parliament turned out to be
a mystic, with a plea for seeing the invisible, hearing
the unutterable and feeling the unspeakable. With
charming simplicity, he confessed that he had found his
speech in the woods at Cannock Chase on Sunday, and
that it had come to him through seeing on the Confer-
ence tea-meeting programme the line of the hymn just
sung, “O love that wilt not let me go!” And on that
theme Mr. Essex eloquently enlarged, showing that
God would not let the Christian go, nor let His' Church

0.

Perhaps the speaker got nearest the heart of the meet-
ing when he declared that God would not let our
nation go, but is rather binding its heart with thoughts
and purposes, and love of peace, nearer and nearer to
Himself.

These high thoughts, voiced with tenderness and
reverence, fell on our ears and hearts like the rich notes
of a ’cello, as the speaker finished with Dr. Matheson’s
words, “O love that wilt not let me go!”

The last speaker, coming at a late hour, had a diffi-
cult task in sustaining the interest of .the meeting.
But he accomplished it. His subject was characteristic
of the Editor of the New History of Methodism, for it
was “The Attractions of the people called Methodists
both of yesterday and to-day.” These were given as
our teachings, our preachers, and our singing. His-
torical facts, great names, and amusing anecdotes, were
ingeniously woven together so as to make a perfect pat-

tern, and the speech proved highly worthy both of the
speaker and the occasion.

And so our Conference family party ended, well
pleased. with the people called Methodists, and entirely
satisfied with their varied characteristics.

As we left the Church, our heart instinctively said,
“Long live the Conference tea-meeting!”

To-day was the special gathering of the clans for the
Conference Tea and Meeting. There was a crowded
attendance for the tea and in the evening the Conference
Chapel was well filled for the meeting. -

The President announced the opening hymn: “God
of our fathers, known of old >—after which the meeting
was led in prayer by the Rev. Henry Smith.

The Connexional Editor, subsequently introduced the
Chairman, Mr. George Ridgway, J.P., of Hanley. Mr,
Smith said that Mr. Ridgway’s grandfather was at the
commencement of that church. Mr. Ridgway was a
worthy, a great-grandsire and grandsire, and one of
the sons of the grandest of old men he had known, Mr,
George Ridgway.

The Chairman then addressed the meeting, and said
it was a great joy to him that the name of the family
of which -he was a member had been associated with
that church from its earliest history, and he was glad
to welcome the Conference of the U.M.C. at so early
a stage in its history. Little did he think as a boy attend-
ing one of the early M.N.C. Conferences that he should
ever be asked to preside at such a gathering, but he
rejoiced that he had had that honour. (Applause.)

The choir then rendered the anthem : “Comes at imes
a stillness” (Woodward) and when we say it was sung
by the united choir with Mr. T. Johnson at the organ,
and -Mr. John James conducting (both of Bethesda) it
wilLdbe sufficient to know that it was admirably ren-
dered.

THE NEED OF THE PRESENT AGE.

Rev. J. A, Dobson, in a splendid address, said there

was a verse of Charles Wesley’s—
To serve the present age
My calling to fulfil
May it all my powers engage
To do my Master’s will.

However necessary that deputation may have been in
Wesley’s time, he was sure it was not less necessary
to-day. He was sure there was appropriateness in these
stirring and critical times when the feeling of the
Christian Church was one of wistfulness and anxiety
rather than courage and hope. They had come to
feel that the arrested progress of the Church was
real, and none the less in our own Church. The loss
was general, and indicated some common cause. There
was a drift, but if they were honest with themselves it
was the standard of the spiritual that was not what
it ought to be. What the Christian Church needed to-
day was depth and light. They must come back to the
fundamentals and their only hope was in the Cross
and in the eternal. To serve the present age they
needed to develop their spiritual life, and to consecrate
themselves for spiritual work; spirituality was
the only influence for righteousness in the end. All
movements which had for ever counted for anything
at all were spiritual movements in their essentials.
Every improvement in the spirit and condition of society
had been gained by the followers of Jesus Christ with
their eyes on the Cross daring to do the right thing.
They must preserve their faith in God and a deep con-
viction in the blessedness of their own cause. They
must remember they were on the winning side and God
would send them prosperity. (Applause.)

After the hymn, “O Love that wilt not let me go.”

Mr. R, W. Essex, M.P., delivered an address.

THE LLOVE OF GOD.

Mr. R. W. Essex, M.P., in his introductory remarks
said he had hardly expected to speak at the.public
meeting, but rather a quiet talk over the tea-cups, but
looking through the handbook on the previous Sunday
he was struck with the line of the hymn they were to
sing, “O Love that wilt not let me go,” and struck
home. In all the variety of his experience never had he
lost the finality of that love. It was easy at a public
meeting to get a cheer by making some political refer-
ence, but he wanted to plead for a sight of the unseen.
They could not see love, they had felt its moving and
seen its fruits, but they had never seen it. Although
it was not tangible it was more real than any test to
which they could put it. They heard from their pulpits
that they ought to be this and do that, but had God
no part in it? This love was eternally operative ; sinners
were saved by grace, but saints were kept by it. Let
them look at this love from their own experience, and
make a shrine of those thoughts. This love was to be
their experience all the way through, and when the end
of life was approaching let them have thought with
them—*“ Love that wilt not let me go.” When they turned
to the Church they may get disheartened with the de-
ficits, but God was not going to let it go, he might
replace a denomination or a phase by something better,
but if they were in it they would not mind that. The
ark of God was in his own keeping. Turning to another
aspect he said they were war-mad in Europe to-day, but
the seemingness of madness had to go on a bit longer—
God was fighting for us. If they looked out on the
world during the last thirty or forty years they would
see that God had changed the very welt and woof
of social life. War as they had known it was going to

| pass away. The time was hurrying on with a swiftness

that those at the head of affairs must stand and consider
how great were the risks before they broke through
this peace. So to-night he stood there as an optimist as
the whole world throbbed with divine beneficence. So
let them. be of good cheer, by the overmastering love
the whole wide world was bound about in chains by
the love of God. (Applause.)

The choir rendered the anthem, “Abide with me”
(F, James) with yery fine effect,

SOME ATTRACTIONS OF METHODISM.

Rev. George Eayrs, F.R.Hist.S., was the last speaker
and gave an instructive and powerful address, taking as
his topic: “Some attractions of the Methodists : Yester-
day and To-day.” .

Mr. Eayrs said the attractiveness of the people called
‘Methodists was a most remarkable feature of the modern
life. In England there were a million of them enrolled
in Church fellowship; 600,000 in the mother Church;
400,000 in the branches. In the world there were eight
million Methodist church-members, and in all thirty-two
million of adherents. The Methodist Churches in con-
nection with organized religion generally in this country
had received a check. Little Faith and his daughter
Miss Much-Afraid were crying “The glory is departed.”
But what did they know of Methodism who only Eng-
land knew? How could they once more make progress?
They could not recapture the first fine tareless rapture
of the early days of Methodism or its great days since,
nor could they crave it. The-early Methodists brought
the light and warmth of God’s love—His love to man.
God was declared to be a God nigh at hand as well as
afar off. This teaching was mightily attractive. No
one could deliver a Methodist message like Methodists.
If they had not always the cachet of the schools, they
‘had the accents of the home born, the ringing tune.born
of experience. His listeners would probably agree that
the characteristics which made Methodist preaching at--
tractive were directness, passionate earnestness and
unction. How praiseworthily eatrnest their preachers
had been! Their discourses were largely made up of
‘passion and compassion. Think of Samuel Hulme,
one of the greatest preachers Methodism ever knew; of
Thomas Addyman, cultured, but all aglow with re-
strained passion ; of William Reed, as he descanted upon
the atoning love of Christ till' the people were lifted to
the very heart of God; of John Dymond, who made his
people love holiness as he preached it, and looked it
and lived it; of John Guttridge, whose sermons and
appeals stirred Sheffield from end to end; of Marmaduke
Miller, ranking with Dale and McLaren ; and of Anthony
Holliday, who combined in rare proportions' the Coli-
lege principal and the mission preacher. Were not such
Methodist preachers ‘as these attractive? There rested
-upon them, and upon their.utterances, that mystic and
mysterious, but real and compelling grace, which they
called unction—that “quality in language, tone of ex-
pression, mode of address, and manner which incites
strong devotion and melts to religious fervour and ten-
derness.”  Methodist preachers must be Methodist
.preacher's, or one great attraction of Methodism dis-
appeared. Methodism had entered the world by her
singing, and they must never lose that attraction. In
conclusion, Mr. Eayrs said he had dealt with common-
‘places because they were essentials to the life and
‘growth of their Church. (Applause.)

A very fine meeting was closed with Matham’s hymn,
“God is with us,” the - President pronouncing the
benediction,

The Conversation on the Work of God.
Friday evening.
AN evening session-was held on this day. It was de-
voted to the consideration of the spiritual state of the
Connexion. . It closed with the observance of the Lord’s
Supper.  There was a good attendance: the church
ought to have been crowded. The President was in the
chair, and his conduct of this important session was
marked by that self-restraint, dignity and manifest

 solicitude for the welfare of the Church and the highest

edification of those present, which are characteristic of
him, The selection of hymns was very helpful. To
these were added several started by members of. the
audience. All of them were sung as Wesley directed,
“lustily and with a good courage,” except those in
which we drew near to God in the central mystery and
revelation of our faith—the Lord’s Supper.  Hushed
reverence then chastened our songs. There were some
moment when we felt—

“The speechless awe that dare not move,
And all the silent heaven of love.”

The resolution on the state of our Church was brought
forward by the Rev. S. W. Hopkins (Nantwich). It
was followed by an address begotten in prayer and
silent waiting before God,. While the Conference and
the’ Church were exhorted to view the decline in our
numbers with serious concern, they were exhorted to
claim and express the joy of the Lord in the conscious-
nss of the pardon which He declares and the power
He waits to impart. The true and old-time Methodist
joy could only come through sorrow. It was in the
night that Jesus came to the disciples on the sea, storm-
tossed, and distressed with fear. Faith saw Him with
us, and He would bring us to the haven where we would
be. His presence ensured fitness for the new tasks of
our time. A divine discontent was evident in our
age. A former generation had been moved to asse-t
the rights of the individual. Now men had become im-
patient with separateness and divisions in the concerns
of nations,, society, and the Church. Social wrongs
require social remedies. Every Christian is in part re-
sponsible for the sorrows and burdens which rest on
unpaid and underfed folk. Sin is the dire complaint.:
Our Lord is leader, and a sense of victoriousness would
always be ours while we. gazed upon and followed Him.
Worship, warmer and less formal, was pleaded for by
the Rev. John Fleming. Glow and rapture as in -the
old days should be ours.  Browning’s counsel was
urged—*Look thou not down, but up”—since look-
ing down turned men dizzy. And the Roadmender’s
paradoxes were recalled : the curses which bring bles-
sings, the silences which have voices, the solitudes
which are filled with Presences.

Mr. G. P. Dymond, M.A. (Plymouth), felt that amidst
the changes in thought and expression, there is a greater
assurance of the truth and a greater longing for God.
He had himself been drawn into deeper realization of-

(Continued on page 554)%
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What Our l_l_e’_eiders Think.

The Social Service Union.

F. J. W., Mossley, writes:

All interested in Social Service ought to be grateful to
Rev. T. A. Jeffexies for his article on this vital and
timely subject. Different ages have had their- various
emphases and the 20th century seems to be the period
of Social Reform. Herein is a danger. We are apt to
forget that reforms depend upon men, and men are
never worthy leaders when shorn of character. Carlyle
says: “Is not every true reformer by nature of him a
priest first of all? If he be not first a priest he will never
be good for much as a reformer.” We are in peril of los-
ing track of God in His own world. Goodwill and moral
energy may exist for a time, side.by side with spiritual
scepticism. If I understand Mr. Jefferies, this is what
he desires to obviate. Not less S.S.U., but more. A
tower through the skies to God’'s throne—a base deep
and broad enough to rest upon the everlasting rock of
sacrificial love. We must realize that the ‘New Evangel’
is built upon the old—it is its natural sequence. The
ethical waits upon the spiritual. Altruisn has its fount
in the Cross of Christ. Water never rises above its own
level : then let us see that the stream of self-giving has
feeders from the heights of sin realization, invincible
faith, spiritual vision and radiant hope. Social service
is not an addendum to the Church’s programme—some-
thing to be discussed in an ante-room._ It is a fit subject
for the “floor of the house” and requires to be suf-
fused by the strongest religious motives we possess.
My fear is that the Church is in danger of patronizing
this great Cause. Not patronage, but participatio.
must be our policy. The challenge of the social problern
must be met by a full-orbed gospel, inclusive of prophetic,
healing and saving ministries. Mr. Jefferies recalls the
S.S.U. to the prophetic, and he is right. When Holi-
ness stands revealed, the base and baneful pests of sel-
fishness and greed are scorched out of existence. Where
is Holiness so potent as at the foot of Calvary?

0. P. E. writes: '

Mr, Jefferies has had a marked advantage over Mr.
Clarke in that he thought long and carefully before he
wrote his letter, whereas Mr. Clarke evidently wrote in
a white heat and therefore failed to meet the main
criticisms directed against the constitution of the S.S.U.

May I suggest that in this discussion we cut out all
sarcasm from our letters? Those little tingling phrases
make us proud of ourselves, but they do not really aid
our cause. Wae shall do most good if we maintain that
calm of soul of the study circles whose leaders are in-
structed to keep discussion from becoming controversial.
I have now before me the Constitution of the United
Methodist' Church S.S.U., 'and I confess that I am not
altogether satisfied with the spirit of that document.
No one can doubt the enthusiasm and zeal of the men
who' drafted it, but one can hardly help questioning the
measure of their appreciation of the labours of other
workers and of the whole Church of Christ.

The object of the Union is “to embody Christ’s con-
ception of the Kingdom .of God in the laws, customs and
institutions of human society.” This means that the
Union sets out to make society truly Christian. That
is a great and noble end, but it has been continually
sought by the Christian Church during all her history.
There is no kind of Christian activity which does not
make this its object. If I start a Band of Hope in the
Church, it is with the desire to make England more
truly Christian. If 1 hold 4 prayer-meeting weekly, it is
to “embody » the Kingdom of God, and to give it a more
visible and potent manifestation on earth. Now, do the
S.S.U. friends admit this, and if they admit it why do
they not say it? They seem to forget that “the Holy
Church throughout all the world” has toiled and suf-
fered and striven for fhe Kingdom, and that she is
Christ’s great instrument for its realization. If they
have not forgotten this, why have they sent out a con-
stitution wherein the word Church scarcely occurs or
occuts in only a formal manner? I distrust the spirit
that breathes in the clause defining the object, and while
[ share Mr. Jefferies’ fear that the power of evangelism
is overlooked by the Union, I am quite as much con-
cerned because the promoters scem to have forgotten
the Church. The Church exists to bring in Christ’s
Kingdom, and the object of the S.5.U. oqught to be
to keep before the Church the social-implications of our
Christian religion.

But it must not be forgotten that the Union has taken
nothing less than the whole Kingdom of God for its
aim. No new society would be started in these crowded
days unless its promoters believed that the object it
sought was either being neglected or
served. This Union has been formed because its found-
ers believe that something more must be done if the
Kingdom of God is to come. Now let us turn to this
“something more ”—the means suggested by the Union
for bringing in the Kingdom of God. They are, five-
fold : study in circles, individual study, doing what you
can, ‘holding meetings, distributing literature. These
are the means by which the S.S.U. propose to regenerate
society.

Were the object sought limited to what I suggest

above, these means would be sufficient, but when the|

Union declares that it is—as Mr, Jefferies said—“ going
to-do the ‘whole thing,” the means indicated are rather
slight. Why has prayer no place among these means?
1 do not ask the S.S.U. for a credal statement, but how
easy it would have been to have said—(1) Co-operative
study of social questions, guided by corporate prayer.
I must also ask, since the Union is a Church Union,
and since it seeks a Christian end—the Kingdom of
God, what there is-distinctively Christian in the means
proposed. I suppose a musical society or a Buddhist
fraternity, or a Liberal or Conservative club, might use
these means., And yet, although they are not particularly
Christian, they are to result in ‘“the embodying of

insufficiently |

Christ’s conception of the Kingdom of God in
human society.”

Undoubtedly the S.S.U. members have the enthusiasm
of humanity, and in this they are apostolic, but there is
needed also the Gospel of the Son of God for humanity.
Social service has its place in subordination to the Gos-
pel—even as the Union will find its true place in con-
scious subordination to the Church—and it arises at the
call and inspiration .ot the Gospel. ‘

As Christians we utterly reject the belief of scientific
socialism that the community can be regenerated from
without. by means of organization and machinery, and
that there is no need for the individual to practise virtue
and to seek newness of life. We hold that only with
living stones can the temple of the new humanity be
built; therefore our first word is, “Ye must be born
again.” We preach repentance towards God and faith
towards our Lord Jesus Christ; we point to the living
way by which the old can become new and that which
is fallen raised up again. And from t4is follows our
social duty. Because we so believe we must strive with
all our might, and strive unitedly, against everything
that keeps a man from coming into new life. We must
never say that it is impossible for a man to be a Chris-
tian in a slum, but we must say that we are against
the slum because it makes it harder for a man to be a
Christian.

If only our friends of the S.S.U. will give expression
in their constitution to the subordination of their organ-
ization and message to the Gospel and the Church, and
will clear themselves of the suspicion that they look on
the S.S.U. as a new Church, and their propaganda as
t}}:e essential Gospel, I for one shall be pleased to join
them.

Jamaica.

REV WALTER ITALL writes:

You and your esteemed Reviewer will allow me, I am
sure, respectfully to correct an erroneous impression con-
veyed by the review of my article on Jamaica (“Mis-
stonary Echo” for July). Your reviewer says that I think
“that to initiate a policy of withdrawal in Jamaica is alien
to the spirit of true missionary enterprise.” But it is
not the initiation of such a mpolicy that I regret;
what I regret is the way in which that policy was
initiated, viz., by the summary and complete withdrawal
of European support and control.  This was far too
drastic a course for us to adopt, as is proved by the
fact that it has reduced a well-organized and prosperous
Mission to a state bordering on chaos. Even now, how-
ever, I believe that it is not too late for us to retain
Jamaica, with advantage to its 3,700 members, and
honour to ourselves. To withdraw from so loyal a
people, or to transfer them—even at their own pathetic
request—to another denomination, when the- expendi-
ture of a few hundred pounds a year would enable
us to discharge our responsibility, is to esteem lightly
the golden opportunity, which the last Conference pro-
vided of retrieving the loss in which the decision of 1906
involved us. “With a self-supporting policy as an ulti-
mate aim”—if I may venture to quote from the article in

to initiate such a policy by withdrawal from a people
who, as painful expetience has proved, cannot stand
alone, is alien to the spirit of true missionary enter-
prise.”

«The Pleasant Hour.”

“AN ANXIOUS AND DISTRACTED FATHER ” writes :
What am I to do when the monthly parcel comes?

in this establishment. He has been accustomed to
be regaled with the fine pictorial humour of Rabbitv

question—“ all. must be in the heartiest agreement, but |

Young Hopeful watches jealously the opening of parcels

Rip and Rippity Rab. In a little while he would, we
had hoped, have graduated into the second stage and
become a “Guild” boy; later, a searcher after the
treasure of the Book of Books, and a reader and, 1
trust, relisher of the Editor's talks. If the black coats
and the white waistcoats so forget what they used to
be when their knuckles were black with playing marbles
and their ﬁ'nﬁer-nails would capitulate to nothing but a
nail brush, if they so forget themselves as to vote away
the life of “The Pleasant Hour "—the children’s maga-
zine—because it does not ‘grow big quickly and does
not pay— well, we know one little boy who will have
a very poor opinion of the Hanley Assembly of gentle-
men with withered memories and attenuated imagina-
tion, who say when in the pulpit, “Children, your privi-
lege is great. You are born into an age when child-
hood is being exalted. You are the future mothers and
fathers, and we have been wise enough to discover it
and to treat you accordingly ”; but who say when in
conclave, “These youngsters can just do without Rabbity
Rip and the Guild of Honour and Bible-searching and
Talkks by the Editor and Science Siftings. The
¢ Pleasant Hour’' doesn’t grow fast enough, and it
doesn’t pay, and there’s an end of it—literally.”

Well, after all, the children don’t grow . very *fast
either, and certainly they “don’t pay”—not in pounds.
shillings and pence, at least. So put them with the
used-up preachers in the pews behind the church gallery
clock and pot them off.

Co-partnership.

“PosTAL TELEGRAPHIST ” writes:

Will you kindly allow me through your columns ‘o
take exception to Mr. Edward Owen Greening when
he implies in his “Co-partnership” article that Post
Office employees are among the least “happy and con-
tented ” men in the country? As one in an office of
about 1,000 clerks on the telegraph side alone, I think
that the employees of the Post Office worlk under better
conditions than those of other undertakings—and I
have yet to meet a fellow-worker who thinks to the con-
trary. But that is no reason why we should not seck
further to improve our lot — we are Civil servants
naturally expecting from the State exemplary conditions
of labour. The root of the present “disaffection” is a
mis-regulated departmental policy. The Postmasters-
General are often ambitious' cabinet members. They
econontize and secure benefits to the public and are com-
mended . for it by the nation, but the staff receives little
or no consideration. Such a one-sided policy would not
be pursued by a Government sympathetic with Labour.
Even this point, if not adjusted now, would naturally
disappear under a more nationalized community, as to
benefit the public would then be to benefit the composite
staff of all nationalized departments.

A Correction.

T'o the Editor of THE UNITED METHODIST.
SIR,

In a recent issue of the UNITED METHODIST
prominence was given to the statement that there was
a large decrease of church-members in the Hucknall
Circuit, but during the past year the Kimberley Church
of 91 members was transferred from the Hucknall to the
Ilkeston Circuit,-so that the decrease was 4 instead of
95. I am desired by the Hucknall Quarterly Meeting
to ask you to give due prominence to this correction.

Yours faithfully,
F. GoopaLL, Circuit Sec.
Linby, Nottingham.

EDITIONS.

Prices :(~—Stiff Paper Cover, 1/6 per copy net.

The Hymnal for

P.S.A.’s, Y.M.C.A.’s, MISSIONS, BROTHERHOODS,
C.E. MEETINGS, BIBLE CLASSES, &c., &c.,
AND ALL DEVOTIONAL SERVIGES IS THE

FREE GHURGH COUNGIL HYMNAL.

283 HYMNS.

This Hymnal for Devotional Work was prepared by a special Committee, and edited by
Rev. S. F. COLLIER, whose special knowledge of Mission Work ensures that only
suitable hymns are -included.

WORDS ONLY :— .
White Paper Cover, 1d. per copy, 6/- 100 net. Strong Linen Cover, 2d. per copy, 12/6 100 net.
Large Type Edition, Cloth Boards, 6d. per copy net. Pica Type Edition, Paper Cover, 4d. net; Limp Cloth, 6d. net.

MUSIC EDITION.. 256 pp. 291 pieces.

Handsome Cloth Gilt, 2/6 per copy net.

0ld or Tonic Sol-Fa Notations.
Special Cloth (Limp Boards), 2/- per copy net.

DR. CLIFFORD. .

“The Free Church Council Hymnal is sure of a wide and
hearty welcome. The great historical classic hymns of the Church
are placed side by side with some of the most inspiring con-
tributions recently made to our hymnody. The sections on the
Call of the Gospel,* *Christian Experience,’ and ' Consecration
and Service' will be found invaluable for Mission Meetings,
Prayer Meetings, Brotherhoods, and the like. The Rev. S. F.
Collier has increased the indebtedness of the Church to him by
this work.”
DR. MONRO GIBSON,

“It seems to me quite ideal for the varied purposes In view.
I have seen nothing better.”
DR. CAMPBELL MORGAN.

“I have gone very carefully through it. I am delighted with
the book and consider it to be the very best I have seen for the
purpose for which it is intended.”

C S

SOME OPINIONS.

Send for Specimen Copy and Prospectus.\
London : Natlonal Council of Evangellcal Free Churches. F. B. Meyer, Memorlal Hall, London, E.C.

BAPTIST , TIMES.

“Most of the old favourites are here, and many new pieces
likely to become favourites. Our first examination of the book
justifies a hearty commendation of its merits.”

CHRISTIAN COMMONWEALTH. . .

*The wusic is tastefully selected. The arrangement and choice
of Hymns is good. and should make the book very useful: We
should be grateful tc Mr. Collier for the work he has done in
the preparation of this book."

METHODIST REBCORDER. .

“The selection is catholic and comprehensive.”
CHRISTIAN.,

“Excellently comprehensive.”
MANCHESTER GUARDIAN.

* A catholic collection. The tunes are good and varied.”
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Our Local l_’reachers.

A WORD OR TWO FROM CARLYLE.

ANY man who has once read Carlyle and been stirred
to the depths by his prophetic appeals, is bound to
return to him again and again. There is no surer
proof of his genius than that. One may say good-bye
to Macaulay for ever, but not to Carlyle. He is alive
and powerful, and his word is as the very word of the
Lord at times. The other day I chanced upon Dr.
Garnett’s admirable little biography of Carlyle. That
soon sent me to the prophet himself. And it was on

this wise. Dr, Garnett, whose word on such subjects’

no one :would care to dispute, says of Carlyle’s Essay
on Burns, “It has paragraphs of massy gold, capable
of being beaten out into volumes, as indeed they have
been.” Now, after that, with a beautiful little volume
containing the Essays on Burns and Scott close at hand,
who could resist turning to read once again what Car-
lyle ‘has to say? ~I could mot.

A prencher never knows-where he is going “to strike
oil.” If he starts out in search of a text, or a sermon,
or an illustration, he may toil terribly, and toil in vain.
Personally, I have no confidence in the books that very
modestly, and with a beautiful self-sacrifice, assure you
in their preface that they exist simply because you are
a hard-worked preacher and will not be above borrow-
ing a few of their heaven-sent thoughts. Nor have I
ever found bools of illustrations of any use. An illus-
tration dies the mwoment it tries to exist alone. And
there are no deader books in the world than the volumes
which profess to supply “feathers for arrows”—gooud
C. H. Spurgeon notwithstanding. For my part 1 am
willing that ali such volumes shall be sent to the Valley
of Gehenna straight away, along -with those corpulent
tomes that guarantee to supply thoughts to the precise
number of-“one thousand and one.”

What I wanted to say, however, was that in’ Car-
lyle's Essay on Burns I came across something that
seemed to me to be of value for this column. And little
did I expect to-make such a discovery. In the first half
of that splendid piece of work there is an outline. It
is not often one finds any outline in Carlyle.  He
usually says so mwuch around firstly, that he has no
‘hreath and no space for secondly. (Did you ever hear
a preacher like that? 1 have met with such, and very
delightful it was to listen—sometimes.) The outline re-
ferred to gives an explanation of “the rare excellence,”
of the works of Burns. It will be almost sufficient to
quote Carlyle’s words, after simply prefacing them by
the remark that the secret of Burns's “rare excellence,”
as laid bare in this essay, is the secret also of good
preaching.

First of all, then, Carlyle remarks on Burns's sin-
cerity, his indisputable air of truth. He says, *“Here are no
fabulous woes or joys; no hollow fantastic sentimentali-
ties, no wire-drawn refinings, either in thought or
feeling.” (Are there any in our sermons?) “The pas-
sion that is traced before us has glowed in a living
heart.” (Quite Methodistic!}) “The opinion he utters
has risen in his own understanding and been a light
to his own steps. He does not write from hearsay, but
from sight and experience.” Verily then, a poet and
a preacher have much in common besides poverty and
unpopularity.

Burns also is without affectation, it seems. Let us
hope ali preachers are, for people generally are quick
to perceive this odious thing and hearty in their hatred
of it. Carlyle says, “Affectation is the bane of litera-
ture, as Cant its elder brother is of morals.” So there.
But here is another remark greatly to the point when
he speaks of Burns’s power of making all subjects
interesting. “The ordinary poet, like the ordinary man,
is for ever seeking in external circumstances the help
which can be found only in himself.” Yes; it is no
use talking about Eucken if you do not know the
Apostle Paul, or about Eugenics if you do not appreci-
ate the Gospel. It is folly to think that there is more
poetry in protoplasm than in a daisy, and more to suit
a sinner’s need in Darwin than in St. John.

But Burns had sympathy, too, it seems. And Car-
lyle was never wiser than when he said, “A poet with-
out love were a physical and metaphysical impossibility.”
If it is true of the poet, it is truer of the preacher also.
“The indignation which makes verses,” says our sage,
“is properly speaking an inverted love.” In which
saying there is good guidance and much rebuke for
all of us. Have I not said enough to make it clear that
no one can afford for any length of time to neglect the
pages of Thomas Carlyle?

R. PYKE.

24 Allenby Road, Forest Hill.

GooD housewives welcome the multiplication of
domestic labour-saving machinery., The Sunrise Wash-
ing Machine Co., Ltd., are making a washing machine
which they claim lightens labour and saves time; also
a Sunrise wringer and a portable table mangle.

The Asthetics of Love.

By REV F. J. WHARTON.

“And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more
and more.”—Phil. i, 9. ’

To keep prayer fresh, vital, expressive of present ex-
perience is the difficult task of the Christian.. We are
apt to fall into set phrases, into certain ruts, and the
peril is that we pray for things we have long since
ceased to desire. Hence the believer should welcome an
and every means to help him avoid this pitfall, this
spiritual antiquity, the beseeching anachronism. -

There have been many devices set before us to guard
the devotional life, to encourage the culture of prayer.
One | would commend. to you : listen to the great souls
at prayer. Go on tiptoe to their secret sanctuary and
catch the fragrance as the aroma rises to Heaven. 1
am profoundly convinced there are veins of wealth in
this realm ‘yet untouched—the prayers of David, deep,
soul-searching, poignant; the prayers of the prophets,
national in their sweep, broken by paroxysm of pain in
view of the failure of the people; the prayers of Jesus,
so full of self-abnegation, tenderness, and characterized
by their awful conception of the Holy Father ; the prayers
of Paul, ‘'whose converts are nested in his heart, the
prayers of the saints throughout the ages. '

The value of man in his inner self determines the
value of his prayer. Personality and prayer are in-
separably linked together. A shrivelled soul cannct
pray with a grand sweep, a refined fragrance, and an
atmosphere of utter abandon. But a great heart—a
heart of white fire—will, like a prairie blaze, career over
the whole plain of life. Prayer is large, inclusive. It
does not confine itself to home, but goes abroad. It
craves not merely a material gift, but a spiritual en-
dowment. Its movement is not around self, but it en-
circles brother and enemy. . Its horizon is not the
North Sea, but the waters of the Orient.

Now let us look at the substance of a prayer like this.-

Mark its ingredients. Paul says, “I pray for love and
all that follows from the unconquerable, unfailing
quality of love.” Think of it, brothers. This is more
than a pious wish for a fine day, an earthly harvest,
shorter hours and bigger wages. The endowment of
love would realize most of our material blessings. The
whole is greater than its part. *Tis'because men do
not love, but hate, that we have the refined cruelties
of modern civilization.
It is not that his own love, but that of his fellows may
grow, that their life may be ripe, sensitive, preserved,
secure. [ tell you this rich personality and man of
prayer captures my heart.

But you must know there is an explanation for all

this outgoing of soul energy. The relation of a man
to his Church accounts for the unfolding of his soul.
We do not lay bare our heart to the vagrant, the casual,
the scorner. It is when the band of brothers meets
that the deeps are unlocked. This was the Church of
Paul’s first love. There is ever something romantic
in beginnings. In the afterglow of the years-we in-
stinctively turnr to those first days. The first day as
a scholar, a workman, a Christian, a minister, What-
ever our mistakes and faults, it were well like Abraham
and Jacob to get back to Bethel, the place of vision
and vow. Aye, the first days of love are beautiful, and
we need to live them over again. Much. has passed
since then. We are now set, but it does us good to
grow young again. “My prayer for you,” the first-
fruits of my missionary labours, is “that your love may
abound.” Do you catch the secret of it all? Further,
there had been certain happenings at Philippi—hap-
penings calculated to knit any great soul to a people;
for wherever there is any movement of power and
growth, be assured the apostle is bound as by bands of
steel. Here he enjoyed the loving hospitality of Lydia,
here he endured the outrage for which the magistrates
had ‘to apologize, here the prison became a trysting-
place. for God and his soul. One more fact: he had
accepted a love-offering from this Church in time of per-
sonal necessity ; and men of power and character do not
do so unless they love and trust the giver.
fine art if you are not to unman the recipient. And now
the prematurely old man is imprisoned in Rome. What
more natural than that his:mind should turn to these
dear folk, especially as Epaphroditus has brought a gift
—the fourth contribution. The outcome is this love-
letter, with its tender beseechings. Mark Rutherford
says : “The simultaneous passage-through great emo-
tions welds souls and begets the strongest of all forms
of love.
friend, who have held one another’s hands in that

‘dread hour, feel a bond of sympathy, pure and sacred

which nothing can dissolve.” It was so regarding Paul
and this Church at Philippi—the bond was indissoluble.

Now look at this deep and comprehensive prayer. What
per-

are its ingredients? As I examine it I find Love's
ception, Love’s preservation, and Love's production.
Love has an eye, for it sees truth and the-application of
the truth. Love is a salt, for ‘it preserves from the
taint of error and the stumbling amid obstacles, love

issues in a fruitage of righteousness. What
a wealthy petition is this of the apostle’s! Oh, that we
might pray for one another in this manner. Love is

the instrument of vision—it is at once microscope and
telescope. Some “have said that love is blind; nay,

hatred is blind, prejudice turns aside and will not behold-

the vision. Love is an added eye. There are two great
defects of our discipleship. These: our ignorance of
the truth and our doing the truth. Somehow our vision
has become blurred and our heroism has vanished. We
know not; wedo not. What is the remedy of these de-
fects? “This I pray, that your love may abound.” Love
of Christ must precede the criticism of Christ. Experi-
ence of Calvarv must anticipate the -explanation of
Calvary. Prayer is imperative before we probe the
truth. I.ove is the cure of all our ills, When love is at

* An'address delivered at the Conference Devotional Service, held on
Wednesday morning,.July 10th.

Note the survey of the prayer..

Giving is a:

Those who have sobbed together over a dead.

white heat, when it rises so high that it registers melt-
ing-point, then fusion will come, valleys shall be exalted,
hills made low, and gaping chasms closed. It requires
love’s eyes to do right and to keep on doing it. The
world is hungry for the application of truth to the evils
of society. Love, too, is a fine preservative, a salt with
full savour... Rubbed into the soul it is invincible
against the bacteria of error. A stimulant which, when
poured into the life rends us kingly in mien and sure-
footed aiid obstacles. Here is an elixir of life which
brings us up to par, and we walk the-disease-ridden
streets and find ourselves proof. “No plague shall come
nigh thy dwelling.” This explains how it is that some
men are better than their creed—they assert with their
life what they deny in speech. As for obstacles, .love
picks its way with a refined intuition. It is ever sure-
footed on the most slippery and clayey ground. It
is like a practised and well-seasoned mountain-climber.
As a pathfinder 1 know no equal to love. Then, lastly,
love 1s groductive. What is its harvest? What its
fruitage? Righteousness. Love’s golden grain is plente-
ous. Love’s purple clusters are winsome to the eye and
sweet to the taste—joy, peace, meekness, long-suffering,
gentleness.. Love’s produce is not the fruit of a sour
land, but of a sweet, loamy, well-tilled plot. A full
harves:t! There is no shortage in God’s economy ; nay,
there is ever a margin. His gardens and fields yield
plenteously, opulently, abundantly. But it is not self-
gotten. Righteousness is, strictly speaking, not an ac-
quisition, nor an accomplishment : it is a gift, through"
Christ Jesus. He is rain and warmth and forcing pro-
perties to inward desiring after goodness. Let love
grow, then, from more to more. i

“Dig channels for the streams of love
Where they may broadly run,
For love has overflowing streams
To fill them every one.”

A Progressive Church.

I1s name need not be given. It belongs to the Unite:d
Methodist Denomination. The pews. are gradually be-
ing filled. The weekly income, twelve months ago,
averaged £2 8s: To-day it works out at 43 0s. 21d.
Monday evenings a goodly ‘number meet for fellowsh'p,
and many’ voices tell of God’s goodness. Between thirty
and forty attend the preaching-service each Thursday.
A number of young people attend a class for Bible
study on Wednesday and Saturday nights. The church
parlour is well filled (between forty and fifty attending)
every Tuesday for Christian Endeavour ‘meetings. In
consequence of extra work for a bazaar that has just
been held the Endeavourers found themselves 41 short
of the amount (£2 10s.) promised towards circuit native
missionary.  The Missionary Committee asked the
pastor to lay the claims of Foreign Missions before the
members at the June consecration meeting. He did so,
with the result. that the 41 was raised. But more
than that—the £2 10s. is guaranteed for next April, and
there are fifteen shillings over!  Three young men
offered to give five shillings per year towards missions.
The convener of the Missionary Committee held up her
hands in amazement, and advised them to. give hali-
a-crown instead. However, after a chat with the pastor,
they decided to give the five shillings! “I used to
spend two or three shillings every week on picture
palaces and theatres before niy conversion,” said. one
of these young men. “Surely I can afford to give
five shillings a year to missions!” Rev. S. Pollard’s
letters_in the “United Methodist Magazine » have fired
the heart of the pastor. He gives his people the mis.
sionary facts.

What is the secret of success?” Prayer! Every Sun-
day morning at seven o’clock a good number meet to

pray. :

Wedding.

BANCROFT—GODFREY,

ON Wednesday, July 8rd, a very pretty wedding was
so[emnisgd at the United Methodist Church, Carlton, the
bride being Miss Emma A. Godirey, elder daughter of
Mr. John Godfrey, J.P., C.C. (Home Mission Treasurer),
of Park House, Carlton, and the bridegroom, Mr. W,
Ernest Bancroft, only son of Mr. William Bancroft, of
Mapperley, Nottingham. The church was beautifully
decorated with flowers and palms, and the ceremony
was witnessed by hundreds of people, the families of both
bride and bridegroom being widely known in United
Methodist circles in the Nottingham district.  The ser-
vice, which was fully choral, was conducted by Rev. John
Moore (Flome Mission Secretary) assisted by Rev. W.
Rgecl, and Rev. F. E. Watts, Circuit Ministers. The
bride was attired in a charming dress of Brussels lace
_over white satin, with court train decorated with orange
blossom, and wore an cmbroidered veil over a wreath of
orange blossoms. Her bouquet was composed of roses,
lilies &nd orchids.  There were four bridesmaids, Miss
Irene Moore and Miss Kathleen Godfrey (sister of the
bride) wearing dresses of white marquisate over pale
bl'ue\ satin; and Misses Constance and Leah Bancroft
(sisters of the bridegroom) white marquisate over pink
satin. . All wore dainty Juliette caps and carried shower
bguquet-s; the gifts of the bridegroom. The bride's
niece and nephew, Miss Margaret and Master John God-
frey, acted as train bearers. Mr. Bancroft was at-
tended by Mr. Donald Godirey as best man. As the
bridal party left the church, Mr. W. B. Keywood played
Mendelssohn’s “Wedding March.” After the ceremony
Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey held a reception at Park House,
and subsequently Mr. and Mrs, Ernest Bancroft left for
Llandudno, where the honeymoon is being spent. Both
bride and bridegroom were the recipients of many beauti-
t ful gifts, Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey's present being a piano
i and cheque, and Mr. and Mrs. Bancroft’s, Black Hili
| House-and grounds. :
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The Quarterlies.
A RICH REPAST.

“THE ENGLISH REVIEW?” (Is. net).

I pUT the “English ” first because two numbers lie in
uy hands. They strike lines of surprising brilliance. It
will live, I believe. The June copy has an article des-
cribed to me as of “most imposing importance” on
Syndicalism. If the movement so named takes the
same trend in England ag it is doing in Ttaly it will
vield enough of surprising results. Not content with
merely abusing Capitalists or urging that they are use-
less, the Italian glass-blowers and agriculturists have
stinted themselves to the bone and have produced their
own capital. They thus become co-operative producers,
competing successfully with their former masters. There
would be some hope of the -Syndicalist movement in
England if it took the same line. It might even
empty a few public-houses. The issue for July has
another poem by John Masefield. I hope all the
"preachers are watching this writer. It is called “Ships,”
and is a gloricus catalogue of the Ships .of his ac-
quaintance and a thumb-nail philosophy of the sea.

“They are my country’s line, her great act done

By strong brains labouring on the thought unwon,
‘They marlk our passage as a race of men,

Earth will not see such ships as those again.”

There are altogether a dozen, good articles here, but
three are quite special. A mere note draws attention
to the loss of Richard Middleton. He committed sui-
cide in Brussels last year. A review of his poems and
sketches on another page reveals the possibilities of this
fine mind, but the reviewer is quite frank as to the
cause of his death. “The grip of creation is plainly
lacking. He needed faith.” John Galsworthy writes
a ‘“Meditation on Finality,” with his usual sweep,
felicity. and boldness. The upshot seems to be that be-
tween the man of facts and the man of feeling “There
is no bridging the gorge that “divides these worlds ?—
except the -Christian Church, Mr. Galsworthy. All our
literary men miss worlds for their own purposes because
they do not know from the inside a good Christian
Church. How marked it was in Oscar Wilde, and still
is in G. K. Chesterton. May Sinclair composes with a
sure hand “A Defence of Men.” I will only quote two
sentences, they ought to be head-lines. “The two sexes
hang together, and there cannot be a low standard of
sexual morality on man’s part without some corres-
ponding, if more secret, laxity on woman’s.” Also “In
that change there will be no danger of unsexing; least
of all of the unsexing .of woman. Nature will not per-
mit it for a moment.” But, according to some
feminists it is already done. It is against humanity.

criminal,

“LONDON QUARTERLY” (2s. 6d.).

This deserves more attention than it can have. Dr.
Rendel Harris’s pen yields a charming sketch of a little
French girl who becomes “a new St, Theresa.” It has
every mark of the true felicity of that distinguished
penman’s work, Its humour “Hagiology is an aw-
fully difficult science to® co-ordinate wiith hisiory.”
Can that be beaten! Dr. Garvie strikes a fine vein
over the Native Races’ Congress, a copy of the re-
port which has strayed into his capable ‘hands.  [From
it he makes an impressive appeal for “One world, one
Gospel, and one Churchi.” "In view of the Anglican
formation of one Holy Catholic Church for China, I
fancy we ought to have a revival of his last subject. The
plea here is'a very timely one. Rev, George Jackson,
B.A., contributes a really splendid, becausc personal,
appreciation of Dean Church. “1 never saw him, I
never leard him, T never had any communication with
him, T know him only through his books, and vet it
is to him more than any other man t(hat 17 owe
my own soul.” That clear sincerity rings throughout.
It is the best brief sketch of the noble Dean 1 have
ever read. It would be a great pleasure to break
a lance with Dr. Aubrey over his paper on “Puritanism :
Tts merits and mistakes.” It has its fine side of learn-
ing and impartiality; but note this: “Thus the chief
ervor of the Puritans was their imperfect acquaintance
with the nature of intellectual and religious freedom.”
Yes, maybe, but their opponents hadn't room in
their craniums for the very conception of cither prin-
ciple. “That is roughly put, but profoundly true, and it
is the answer to Dr. Aubrey’s criticism. [ would
rather have Green'’s judgement on Puritanism that Dr.

Aubrey’s. I have a strong weakness for the Round-
heads. Mr. Kellett has a clever contribution on “The

Translation of the New Testament,” and Miss Dora
M. Jones another on “English Writers and the Making
of Italy.” One would not observe the highly honourable
service rendered to Ttalia by our poets if these excerpts
had not been brought together into so beautiful and com-
prehensive a mosaic of verse—a fine and creditable
issue.

“THE IHOLBORN” (1s. Gd. net).

One article in “The Holborn” is enough to make
it creative—if the right people will only notice it: “The
Physiological Basis of Justice in Relation to Criminal-
ity.” It is written by Mr. Arthur Wood, and is an
exposition of the theories of Dr. Albert Wilson. There
is an attempted classification of humanity as (1) super-
normal, (2) normal, (3) sub-normal, (4) abnormal. 1t
is an appeal that just as we welcome the genius, the
super-normal, so we should alleviate the -abnormal, the
the idiot and imbecile. It is claimed that
“deterioration can be removed in a single generation
by improving the conditions of lifé under svhich the
poor dwell—by providing better food, housing, sanita-

call

tion, and greater opportunities, for active games for
the voung.” This does not mention the sub-normal
rich; but they are quite as real a problem. Dr. James
Lindsay offers a Dbrilliant bit re “Literary Criticism
and Creation,” which is as well worth worth'reading as
that the Doctor writes. Mr. Harrison discusses
“Ariel the Shorter Catechist,” a tribute to
Robert .. Stevenson; cleverly reminding us of the
things best remembering at this moment of this brave
gipsy of the highways of poetry and prose. Mr. Foster
also yields beautiful glimpses into the fairy-land of the
poetry of Wilfrid Wilson Gibson, and some of it is
very sweel. Gibson’s apologia is worth quoting =

“If once T could gather in song

A flower from my garden of dreams—
The dew from its petals unshaken,
When starry and bright they awaken—
All men to the wonder would throng.”

It sings, at any rate!

There are conventional contributions in all these
issues, and numbers that T have not mentioned, but
with even these for, our money, no one is likely to risk
the price of either Review without realising that he has
received back in thought much more than he has
first offered in cash.

G.C.

The Nonconformist Choir Union.

CHORAL competitions *at noon, an organ recital by
Dr. Frank Abernethy at 2.45, a grand festival concert
by 4,000 singers (assisted by the full archestra of the
Union) at 4, salo-singing competitions at 7, fill the bill
of the twenty-fourth annual festival of the Noncon-
formist Choir Union, which is announced to talke place
at the Crystal Palace on Saturday, July 20th. Dr. Henry
Coward and Mr, Dan Price, A.R.C.O., will adjudicate
in the competitions, and the grand concert will be under
the direction of Mr. Frank Idle, A.R.A.M., the popular
festival conductor.  The services of Miss Mabel Manson
have been secured as special vocalist, and Mr. J. A,
Meale, F.R.C.O., of Hull, will accompany the various
itemms on the great organ,

The festival this year promises to be a very attractive
one, and DMethodist Churches will be largely repre-
sented, as festival books have been supplied to 66 choirs,
representing over 2,000 singers. No doubt many friends
will accompany these choirs to the Mecca of cMoral
festivals, and it may not be out of place to suggest
that if they desire to benefit the organization to whose
initiative such a festival is due, they will obtain their
tickets from choir members, or from Mr, W. E. Bryant,
of 21 Campdale Road, Tufnell Park, N., as only tickets
so purchased wilt benefit the funds of the Union,
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Christian Criticism.

By DR. F. BALLARD.

I CONSISTENTLY entertain a solid admiration for Dr.
Ballard’s work. It is all so industrious and so conspicu-
ously conscientious., His intention, too, of endeavouring
to re-state things Christian so that a wavering or an-
tagonistic democracy shall have a chance of understand-
ing them in a modern way is worthy of all praise. The
present volume is on lines that are perpetually in need
of discussion. The problems of human thought and
Christian adjustment that are ever before us—pain and |
I'rovidence, God and His love, salvation, the Bible, the
medern value of the Church, etc—form the headings
of the successive chapters. I think the heading of some
other chapter would have given our author a less un-
handy title than, “Why does not God intervene? » and
the problem of the first chapter is not -a particularly
pressing one. There is plenty of Divine intervention in
the world, surely, some of it very inconveniently work-
ing in the hearts of men in whose speech- there is great
discussion of God’s non-intervention in ‘the s.s.
“Titanic.” Let them begin at home, and the rims of
the Universe 'will gradually straighten themselves out.
The problem of pain, too, very sympathetically treated
here, seems sometimes a more simple one than apolo-
_gists and critics suggest. If we would only be content

with wooden limbs and heads, there would be no aches
and pains. It is flesh, marvellous flesh, with seeing,
hearing, touch, and taste, and the ecstasy of it all, that
incurs pain. It is the danger-signal of God’s finest visible
material. I choose flesh, with all its dangers. 1 thinl,
too, that there is something more to be said of salva-
tion than that it is mainly ethical and must issue in
character. In a narrow way that is true, but in a
broader ‘way there must surely be a spiritual chance for
myriads who can never show much “character” to the
world, but who will still nurse a secret satisfaction that
they are not unloved of God. And at any rate Paul’s
“Romans ” enfranchised the man who is at once in sin
and in faith with the prospect of being led out of Lhe
former into the latter at the end. It is part of our Pro-
testant definition of justification that “He regards as
righteous,” etc. Yes, before, even before character is
worth much in the ethical mart. But we have neither
breadth nor depth of evangelical understanding nor
tenderness of heart enough to appreciate these things to-
day. We arein for views that are short and hard. We
are under the law. But I do not want to be merely
captious, The book has great value, especially in its
second half, where the questions of the Church are dealt
with., The chapters on the Church and the Bible would
repay the attention of pastors everywhere—particularly
the easy optimists, and, almost equally, the excessively
advanced. Dr. Ballard is sane and central. The two
last chapters might be read with effect from every pulpit
in the land: “What are the Christian Churches worth
to the modern world? » and “What is the revival most
needed? » They would lead to much heart-searching
and the retrenchment of much happy-go-lucky, but ili-
founded hopefulness.  On the former question our
author is not by any means thunderingly censorious. He
discriminates and is hopeful. It is so easy to fulminate
against the Church. Distinction is gained by doing
- otherwise. But concerning the needed revival Dr. Bal-
lard desires that it should be (1) ‘Comprehensive, not
‘merely emotional. 1 do not take it that he excludes
emotion : it may be one string of the fiddle; but not the
only one. A religion without feeling—what a mon-
strosity! Its excess is the danger. (2) Permanence, not
a wave and a backwash. But we must leave that with
God, I fear, and remember Dr. Martineau’s “Tides of
the Spirit.” (8) Socially no longer a palliation, but a
cure. 1 should like to see it. ‘But the social idealism
and service of the last thirty years have yielded a very
disproportionate result to life. (4) Character—upon
which all values in the last resort' graft themselves,
Ay, ay, and so say all of us!

I note that Dr. Ballard is much impressed with Dr.
Piele’s Bampton Lectures, “The Reproach of the Gos-
pel.” 1t looks as though they deserve attention. He is
also inclined to give blows rather warmly to a certain
prominent American preacher who_has made an unfortu-
"nate deliverence on the Fatherhood of God. The culprit
shall be nameless here. It is an inexcusable deliverance,
however, and it is equally so on the part of Dr. Ballard
that the same words should be reported on two separate
pages of the same book. But they shall both” be for-
given. Young men, especially young preachers, would
do very well to spend a day or two over this goodly and
strenuous volume. It will’show them how to deal with
apologetics, and will offer them much food for private
thinking and public appeal.

N.B.—Whilst I have my pen in my hand! Do our
readers who now and again invest in a volume of “Every-
man’s Library ? know that Messrs. Dent are now pub-
lishing an edition at 1s. 6d. net? The 1s. bindings are
rather garish to stand alongside of the duller bindings.
Sermons of Bishop Latimer in Parker Society bindings,
or Bacon’s Essays in Golden Treasury apparel, beside
Boehme’s “Signature of all Things,” with gilt plenti-
fully distributed all over the back is liable to be trying
to the temper of sensitive souls in a carefully-decorated
study—if such a thing exists. But these very volumes
can now be had for the extra and well-deserved sixpence
clad neatly in various hues according to subject, with a
simple gold title and no crazy-work on the back, the
binding double as strong, and with a by no means
negligible brown paper over-cover. Readers wbo ]ove
not gilt, except it be in the fine gold of the thinking,

‘and comfort.

* " \Why does not God Intervene?” (Hodder & Stoughton. 5s. net) .

can go farward and equip themselves with the great
spiritual classics at the above modest price, without the
shock of gaudiness in the midst of mud as heretofore.
1 am always glad to say a good word for Everyman,
whether the man himself or the still more typical books
now receiving commendation. G. C.

For Our Boys and Girls.

By REv. T. B. DAVENPORT.

THE RAILWAY JOURNEY.

Nor long ago I had to take a railway journey. It
was not many miles, but I looked up my time-table to
make sure of catching an express. The weather was
very nasty,’ wet and cold; and nobody likes to be in a
train which stops at every station, when the weather is
bad. I picked out my train and set off to the station
with my bag in my hand, and a book in my bag.
When 1 got there 1 paid my fare and took my ticket,
then went and looked for my train. ‘There it was at the
proper platform. “Of course, it was,” you say. Well,
if you knew me you would not say that. I make all
sorts of blunders with trains. The other day I went to
catch a train, and when 1 asked the porter where it
was he told me there wasn’t such a train. Oh, but
I had seen it in the time-table. He didn’t think 1 had;
at all events it wasn’t at that station. So I had to wait
for- the one that was at that station, or- rather the
one that would be in half an hour. When I got home
I found_.I had looked in the a.m. part of the time-
table instead of the p.m. No wonder the train wasn't
there. So you see it is quite necessary for me to tell’
you that the train was there this time. .

I got intp an empty compartment, shut the door,
settled myself down in a cosy corner, took my interest-
ing book out of my bag and began to read. In a
minute the whistle blew, the engine gave a puff, and
off we steamed out-of the station. How comfortable
1 was and how interested in my book. 1 had only
time to look up once or twice and see the. hedges and
fields all flying away behind me. They seemed in a
terrible hurry to get away from me; but that was their
concern, not mine. I was happy enough, undisturbed,
quite at ease, and enjoying my reading. By and hy the
train stopped. I looked up.from my book, and lo! we
were at our destination. Into my bag went the book;
out of the carriage went 1; and to make quite sure

I looked at the clock to see the time. Yes,
it was all right.,” That was the time 1 was
due to arrive.  But how wonderful it all was! In less

than an hour I had found a strange town thirty miles
away from home, and I had not put myself about one
bit to do it. All I had done was to pay some money
through a window, take my seat in a cosy carriage, and
then get out where 1 wanted to be. How easy! How
simple! Not worth talking about!

Well now, but what had made it so easy and simple?
There was no conjuror with-his “Hey! prestol” to ac-
count for it. Nol But on the contrary there had been
hundreds of men at work to account for it. Some had
done the surveying, some the digging, and somé had
laid down the rails. Others had been busy building
station and point-boxes, and carriages and engines.
And then on that very day there had been the booking-
clerk and the porters and the guard and the stoker and
the driver and the pointsmen. Every one of these had
been necessary in order that I might travel in safety
It was easy enough for me; but some-
body else had had to make it so by their toil and
thought, I had paid my fare; but the railway company
had had to spend their money and make all arrange-
ments to secure me a safe journey. So after all there is
something worth talking about.

And 1 can see that there is an important lesson to be
learned from it. I saw it while -I was riding in the
train. 1 remembered, what every schoolboy knows,
that our earth is spinning round like a top. Tt takes
twenty-four hours to do each turn. But it is moving
very quickly nevertheless. Suppose you went to church
at half-past ten last Sunday morning and came out at
twelve oclock.  You would have travelled nearly a
thousand "miles while you were sitting in your pew.
Don’t you remember the journey? Well, but it was all
there. If you had noticed the sun when you went into
church and again when you came out you- would see
that one of you, the sun or yourself, had moved. And
it was you. What had happened was something like
this. Imagine yourself in a_train travelling in the
neighbourhood of a high hill. At first the hill may
seem a long way in front of the train. Then when you
have travelled a few miles it seems right opposite your
carriage-window. And then after a while it seems a
long way behind the train. The hill, of course, has not
moved one bit; but you have been moving all the time.
So it was not the sun that had moved, but you had
.been travelling all fthe while you were in church.
You had no trouble about'it at all. It seems as if it
just did itself, and did itself a lot better than you could
have done it. There was no jolting, no upsetting.
And there was no work for you about it. The journey
which divides every twenty-four hours into day and

‘night was taken by you without trouble or expense.

How easy! What is there worth talk-
ing about? .

Surely boys and girls you must know that somebody
managed it for you. Somebody went to a lot of
trouble somebody was taking care of the earth and
keeping it spinning safely.

Whe was playing the part of the Railway Company
on this journey?. Who was it gave you a free pass to
travel so comfortably all that way? Who but God your
Heavenly Father? And if He is doing so much for
you surely you ought to think sometimes what you can
do to please Him. How many of you will promise to
try?

How simple!

The Indian Religious Census.

. UNDER the above title the editor of “East and West,”
in the current number of the admirable magazine he
edits, supplies his readers with a very inspiring article,
That missionary reports have sometimes been inflated,
unduly optimistic, there can be no question, but of their
trustworthiness generally here in the Indian religious
census is an unimpeachable witness. Says the wrifer, o
the article before us:— '

Reliableness of Missionary Returns.

HFor the student of Christian Missions there exists no
more valuable records of missionary progress than the
volumes containing the details of the four census returns
which have been taken in India at intervals of ten years.
One advantage which these returns possess when com-
pared with missionary reports is that it is -impossible for
anyone to suggest that their accuracy has been affected
by a desire on the part of those by whom they. were taken
to prove any theory or to increase or diminish the returns
relating to any particular religion. There are few to
whom the latest of these returns will cause more surprise
than to the missionaries to whose work they refer. Each
missionary society possesses statistics 'in regard to the
number of Indian Christians connected with its particular
sphere of work, but had a committee of representatives
of all the societies been asked to draw up an estimate
of the number of professing Christians in the Indian
Empire at the present moment, or rather, at the
moment when the census of 1911 was taken, it is cer-
tain that their estimate would have been considerably
below that which has been issued on the authority of the
Census Commissioners.”

That statement, which is no doubt abundantly justified
by the facts is one which should be remembered when
the general validity of missionary returns is-challenged.

Progress of Christianity in India.

After deducting the Europeans and Eurasians, the total
number of Indian Christians is as follows as reported in
the census returns 1881, 1,506,098 ; 1891, 2,086,178 ; 1901,
2,664,318 ; 1911, 3,574,770. It is of special interest to
note the rate at which the number of Indian Christians
has been increasing during the four decades under con-
sideration. The rate is as follows: 1871—1881, 22 per
cent.; 1881—1891, 33.9 per cent.; 1891—1901, 30.7 per
cent. ; 1901—1911, 84.2 per cent. To put this informa-
tion in.a different form, it may be stated thus: that,
roughly speaking, the Indian Christians in the Indian
Empire numbered one in 148 in 1891, one in 111 in 1901,
and one in 86 in 1911,

Clearly in India Christianity keeps pace with the
population in its growth : it does*more; it rapidly exceeds
it.

Anticipations of the Future.

Those interested in the spread of the Christian faith in
India sometimes tried to forecast the future and to esti-
mate the length of time which may be expected to elapse
before India becomes a Christian country. It would be
most unwise to rely upon statistics of progress in the
past in order to prognosticate what the future has in
store, but this at least may be said : Should the increase
which has been taking place during the last thirty
years be maintained, in fifty years’ time the Christians
will number one in twenty-one of the population, in one
hundred years’ time they will number one in five, and in
one hundred and sixty years the whole -population of
India will be Christian. There is, however, a probability
that in the future the rate of increase will be greatly
accelerated. “There are already indications to be seen
in South and West India that mass movements towards
Christianity. are about to occur amongst those belong-
ing to the Sudras, who constitute the largest of all the
Indian castes.”

Signal Methodist Success.

Only less interesting than the foregoing figures to
some of our readet's will be the particulars of the relative
increases among the different bodies "of Christians,
Roman Catholicism is lowest on the list with a rate of
increase of 24.8 per cent.; Anglican missions register
56.2 per cent. ; Methodist Missions 230 per cent. ; 68,000,
1901; 162,000, 1911. John Wesley would have said in
the presence of such facts, What hath God wrought! His
successors in the twentieth century mayv very well echa
the sentiment.

Jas. HARRISON.

MR. JoSEPH BURN, the actuary of the Prudential
Assurance Company, seen by an interviewer the other
day, said that they had decided that their best ¢ourse
was to show the people at large that they could not
only save them the greatest amount of trouble, but
that by means of economical and efficient \vorking they
could, in addition, hold out the best hope that by the
end of three years increased benefits might be given.
In one day the application forins received by the
Prudential for membership of National Insurance num-
bered approximately 175,000, and the number was in-
creasing. One of the Prudential Approved Societies was
devoted entirely to female domestic servants. Those
who joined the Society would receive the benefit of the
favourable sickness rates generally recognized as pre-
vailing among their own class, and, -perhaps more
important still, they would be able to avail themselves
of all alternative benefits which people who are giving
this difficult matter their attention may be able to
suggest,

THE Directors of the London City and Midland Bank,
Limited, announce an interim dividend for the past
‘half-year at the rate of 18 per cent per annum. free of
income tax. The dividend for the corresponding period
last year was at the same rate.
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Conference Proceedings.

(Continued from page 542).

It was reported that the Chinese District meeting had
decided to appoint a Chinese preacher to Yunnan Fu,
and it was resolved that we approve of the appointment.

MISSIONARIES’ WIVES.

In accordance with the nominations of the local
cwecutives Mrs. Plummer was appointed to Sunday
Ychool .and Hospital work in Wenchow, and Mrs. Poi-
lard to the Miao Girls’ School and evangelistic work
among Miao women, and Mrs, Dymond to Bible work
among the Chinese women.

It was resolved that Rev. John Li, B.A., a faithful
preacher for many years, and Rev. C. N. Mylne be
ordained.

MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH;

It was requested that Rev, C. E. Hicks and Rev. H.
Parsons be given an appointment in a home circuit.

Rev. John Moore appealed to the F.M. Committee to
employ these brethren for deputation work for the next
twelve months as there were no circuits at liberty with
a home for a circuit minister.

Rev. W. R. K. Baulkwill hoped that it would be re-
considered. He suggested that Mr. Parsons be sent to
Yunnan. '

Rev. H. T. Chapman hoped they would not press the
matter in reference to Yunnan as it 'was a big problem.
He suggested that the Secretary be asked to make the
best possible, arrangements he could for this year.

Rev. W. R. K. Baulkwill said his suggestion did not
mean opening up of the capital, but that Mr. Parsons
should relieve the work in Yunnan as there were some
of the members of the stalf there on furlough.

Rev. L. H. Court said what they did in relation to
Yunnan would affect the work for missions in the West
of England. The people there were deeply interested
in this mission, and he hoped they would see their way
to send Mr. and Mrs. Parsons back to the province of
Yunnan. -

Rev. W. R. K. Baulkwill then put his suggestion in
the form of an amendment to the resolution submitted
by the Committee. The amendment was that they ask
the Foreign Missionary Committee to take steps, as
soon as possible, to send Mr. and Mrs. Parsons back to
China. ' '

Rev. C. Stedeford pointed out that the passing of
the amendment would Be the assumption of additional
expenditure. The Conference had given instructions to
his Committee to reduce their expenditure to the limits of
their income. They believed Mr. and Mrs. Parsons
should be sent back to China, but.they were unable to
do this without an increase of income. He hoped the
Conference would rise to the occasion and raise the
money.

The amendment was then put and carried, and was
again carried as a substantive motion.

The resignation of Dr. Lilian Grandin, on the occa-
sion of her marriage, was received with regret and good
wishes for the future. ‘

The Arthington Trustees were thanked for the re-
.newal of their grant for the support of Rev. S. Pollard.

The Conference adjourned at 12.45. -

MONDAY AFTERNOON.

Conference resumed at 2 p.m., with closed doors, to
consider the position of our Jamaica Mission.

THE OPENING OF MERU.

At the open session the first business was the open-
ing of Meru District in the East African Mission.
The Birmingham and Dudley District Meeting had sub-
mitted a resolution to Conference urging it to send an
experienced missionary, emphasizing the necessity for
a married missionary to be sent, to be supplemented by
a medical missionary as soon as possible.

The Foreign Mission Secretary said that if this reso-
lution passed it would mean that Mr. Bassett would be
taken from the coast and, as Mr., Griffiths was return-
ing home next year, it would leave a mamn without any
experience in charge of the mission. Rev. R. Worth-
ington had offered for Meru, and it was thought he
‘would be able to make this a life’s work, and he (Mr.
Stedeford) submitted the following recommendation :

“In harmony with the decisions of previous Confer-
ences the Foreign Missions Committee instructed Rev.
J. B. Griffiths and Mr. F, Mimmack to proceed to
Meru, as early as practicable after the retura of Rev.
W. Udy. Bassett, and to begin the erection of the
necessary buildings, with the understanding that a 1nin-
ister will be sent soon after Conference. B

“Rev. R, Worthington having offered for Meru he
was interviewed by a Sub-Commrittee. It transpired
that previous to his preparation for the ministry he took
a two years’ course at an Agricultural College in
Cheshire. The following resolution is submitted.

«Resolved,—(1) That we cordially recommend Rev.
Reginald Worthington to the Conference for appoint-
ment to East Africa for the opening of the new station
in Meru. ) .

(2) That in the event of Mr. Mimmack’s withdrawal
from the coast for the opening of Meru, early steps be
taken toward obtaining a successor for his work on the
coast,

(8) That enquiry be made with a view to securing a
young doctor for Meru. .

Rev. F. H. Robinson supported the recommendation
of the Birmingham District; but, .

Rev. J. H. Phillipsoi objected to sending a man to
Meru. He asked the Conference to pause before they
opened a new station without funds or men. .

Mr. Charles Eastwood did not think the- Committee
had given them sufficient data upon which to vote.
Had they not already abandoned Golbanti? Had we

not better cease to play with this new station and hand
it over to the Germans? Ought they not to reconsider
the whole question of the East African Mission. They
had three native ordained ministers: Why could not
one of these men take charge of Meru? He suggested
the whole thing be considered by a Committee.

Rev. Dr. Packer said Mr. Eastwood’s proposal did
not lack thoroughness. . There were three things to
consider in connection with the proposals of the Com-
mittee : First, last Conference and the Conference be-
fore, and perhaps many -before that had decided to go
to Meru, and they ought to consider that. The next
question was one of expense, and the appointment of
Mr. Worthington was all they could do on the ground
of expense. Next, Mr. Worthington had had a very
considerable training in an agricultural College, and
he (the Ex-President) presumed that they would send
Mr. Worthington to Livingstone College or a similar
institution, for the purpose of his obtaining some know-
ledge. of tropical disease. The scheme outlined by the
Committee was the only possible one.

Rev. C, Stedeford defended the proposals of the Com-
mittee,

Before the vote was put it was moved that the words,
“for the opening of -the new station in Meru,” be
omitted from the resolution previously put before the
Conference. -

Rev.-H, T. Chapman said they were already taking
action to send ‘Mr, Griffiths to Meru in accordance with?

My. James Le Huray, Conference Secretary.

the resolution of last Conference. He said that until
they knew what the conditions were at Meru they had
no right to send a missionary accompanied by his wife.
They could not abandon their coast stations, but if they
did not accept the offer to establish a mission in Meru
the opportunity would be lost. Their first business in
East Africa was to evangelize the people.

Rev. E. D. Cornish said no one had a desire to tie
the hands of the Committee in regard to the appoint-
ment of Mr. Worthington and the opening at Meru.
He would suggest that the additional paragraph be
added to the resolution of the Committee, as follows:
“That we instruct the Foreign Missionary Committee
to consider the policy. associated with the coast station
in view of the opening of the Meru Mission.”

The Secretary accepted this addition, and Rev. Dr.
Brook supported it, reminding the Conference that if
they did spend more and not increase the income they
would not be able to support both the stations ade-
quately.

Rev. George Parker said, in view of what took place
this morning, he could not see how this Conference
could open out a new mission when it could not support
the missions it had already got.

Rev. C. Stedeford said he did not think the Confer-
ence was divided in its opinion. He believed the Con-
ference was of opinion that they must open Meru, but
that the Committee must readjust its work at the coast
in view of the opening at Meru.

The resolution, with the addition, was adopted by the
Conference, and the further recommendations were dac-
cepted.

AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL FUND AND
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION.

The Foreign Mission Secretary then introduced the
following resolutions of the Committee : .
“(1) That a fund be established to finance the agri-
cultural and industrial work, to be called ‘ The Agri-
cultural and Industrial Fund.’

“(2) That both capital and current account of this |

fund be published in the ¢ Minutes.’

“(3) That the fund be under the complete control of
the Foreign Missions Committee and the Conference.

“(4) That the capital debt created by the establish-
ment of the agricultural work be placed in this fund.

“(5) That we recommend the Conference to sanction
a further draft of £1,000 from this fund for the develop-
ment of our estates in East Africa, .

“(6) That the Foreign Mission Committee appoint a
Sub-Committee of five persons to take special charge
of agricultural affairs and to advise respecting any .m-
provements and extensions,

“(7) That it be an instruction to the Secretary to
obtain definite information as to what power the Com-

sion Committee to form an Industrial Society apart
from the Foreign Mission Committee for the fuller de-
velopment of the said estates on purely industrial lines,
but always in the interest of the mission.”

Mr. Stedeford said these resolutions proposed a change
in the finances of the agricultural work at Ribé. The
work was prospering, and the income last year was
4546. They received to their home exchequer 4472,
the remainder being received locally. The funds would
be kept absolutely separately, and income and expendi-
ture would be shown. )

" Rev. Andrew Crombie asked if any indentured labour
was employed.

The Secretary replied that the Committee had en-
quired of Mr. Griffiths and of those on the stations to
satisfy themselves as to the conditions under which this
work was conducted. The reply was that in no single
instance had they had indentured labour.

Rev. James Harrison pointed out how the industriai
worlk might be carried on without the advance of the
Missionary Funds to develop the estate. He proposed
that this could have been met by the appointment of a
private commercial company.

Rev. John Moore opposed the whole scheme being
linked up to the Missionary Department. He thought
it was linked with peril.

Mr. J. Mackintosh supported Mr. Moore. He thought
they were supporting what would turn out later to be
a Congo trouble.

Rev. Dr. Packer said they had the Mission, and they
had to deal with it, and they were dealing with it in the
best possible way. The work was carried on in the most
healthful conditions possible. If it was carried on on
Congo principles they would not have any deficit. It
was the fact that they were carrying on this work
under the very best conditions, and this tended to reduce
the income,

Rev. F. H. Robinson pointed cut that the conditions
of labour on our statiwis were a contrast to those of
commercial concerns.

Rev. George Eayrs supported the proposals, and asked
for unanimous vote.

Rev. Andrew Crombie said there was no Jdoubt that
they were committed by the previous action of the Con-
ference to industrial labour among our own people: to
that he had not the slightest objection. He thought
it was right they should try and educate the people and
educate them in industrial labour, but if they were to
bring people from a distance and take them from their
families something might happen that would be very
undesirable.  What religious influence was brought to
bear upon those who came to work in the industrial
mission from distant parts?

Rev. C. Stedeford replied that classes were held for
the labourers and the conditions were far improved be-
yond ordinary enterprises.

The resolutions were put to the Conference seriatim,
and adopted, with the exception of 4 and 5, which were
amended at the instance of Rev. George Parker, the
object being to limit the spending power of the Com-
mittee.

It was agreed that the F.M. Secretary furnish to the
Editor of the Conference “Minutes” particulars of the
land we hold in East Africa.

TREASURER.

Mr. Joseph Ward moved that Mr. W, H. Butler, ]J.P.,
be re-appointed treasurer of the F.M, Committee for the
coming year. This was accepted with great pleasure in
view of Mr. Butler’s improvement in health.

It was resolved that in the Treasurer’s absence, which
was expected to be some time, that his deputy be given
a seat on the Foreign Mission Committee,
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Rev. C. Stedeford was re-appointed Foreign Mission
Secretary, at the instance of Rev. Dr. Packer, which
was accorded with much cordiality. Rev. H. T. Chap-
man and Rev. F. B. Turner, Mr. G. B. Norman,
Cardiff, warmly supported the appointment, and Mr.
Stedeford briefly replied. '

Mr. M. Wasley Chapman was' re-appointed auditor.

The estimates for expenditure were submitted, and
after a brief discussion, accepted. The Committee had
regretfully come to the following conclusion :

“That we deeply regret that the state of our funds
compels us to decline all appeals for special and addi-
tional expenditure, and that, in order to bring our ex-
penditure within reach .of the income, we are under the
necessity of making the grant for working expenses
20 per cent less on all the stations-than the estimated
amount required. @ We ask all our missionaries to
accept loyally the diminished grant as the best that can
be' done under the circumstances, and to limit rigidly
expenses accordingly.”

FAREWELL TO MISSIONARIES.

Conference took fervent God-speed of the missionaries
soon leaving for the foreign field: Rev. Dr. and Mrs.
Savin, Rev. H. and Mrs. DParsons, and Miss E. M.
Squire, B.A., for Yunnan, Rev. W. and Mrs. Eddon
for North China, and Rev. R. Worthington for Meru;
and prayed . for their future welfare, .

It was mentioned that Miss E, M. Squire; B.A., had
undergone a serious operation, and the report of its
success or otherwise had not been received. ' A resolution
of sympathy with Miss Squire was passed.

Tfle Missionary business was concluded for the
session. The missionaries will, at a late period, respond
to the resolution of farewell.

SPECIAL APPLICATIONS.

An application was received from Rev. F. J. May,
of Gloucester, to be set apart as minister without charge
for one year for the purpose of opening up the work
of the Gloucester District in the Rechabite Order, under
the National Insurance scheme. The application was
gsupported by Mr. W. A, Platt, the High Chief Ruler
?f the Rechabite Order, who is a member of the Con-
erence.

On the motion of Rev. Dr. Packer, the application
was acceded to.

An application was received from the Thompson
Memorial Church, Sunderland, that Mr. E. E. Bennett,
who is the lay agent of the church, should be accepted
as a minister of the United Methodist Church. The
work had been carried on by T. R. Blumer, J.P., but
it was necessary that ‘the church should be brought into
closer association with. our churches. Mr. Bennett had
splendid educational qualifications, and is well' equipped
for the work of the ministry. Mr. Bennett had come out
third in the Connexional examination, but his age had
debarred him from being ‘accepted. as candidate. The
application ‘was acceded to.

Arrangements were made for the Hull and Beverley
circuits to supply part of the ministerial appointments in
the Driffield circuit. '

STUDENTS RECEIVED ON PROBATION.

Messrs. W. Jollans, A. F. Reeve, E. H. Rowe, and
E. S. Winter were received as probationers, but Mr.
W. Jollans, who has won the “Miller” scholarship, will
remain another year in college. The following proba-
tioners were advanced a year to fourth year:.D. W.
Murplly, E TFairfax, J. Smallwood, A. C. Lockett,
J. Martin, W. H. Martin, W. J. Teague, H. Jones,
E. Cocker, J. Mills, F. Keyworth, M. Harvey, W, E.
C. Harris, R. R. Greenslade; third year: F. W. Ashton,
R. Worthington, W. P. Bates, S. E. Harper, G.
Bennett, B. F. Southall, H. Faulkner J. W. Kitching,
J. E. Black, J. H. Jones, H, H. Riley, S. S. Dabill,
A. E. Fletcher; second year: F. Raine, E. G, Marley,
E. Richards, J. E. Leonard, H. C. Bishop, T. Jukes,
J. W. Hall, W. W. Craig, M. W, Marsh.

The course of study for next year was submitted and
adopted. ‘The examiners were thanked for their ser-
vices; Mr. Hamilton Crothers and Rev. E.. W. Hirst,
M.A., M.Sc., were appointed in. place of Revs. Dr.
Itving and John Naylor, who retire on grounds of
seniority of appointment.

A GENEROUS OFFER.

Rev. J. Foster announced that a friend of peace had
offered a prize of five guineas for the best essay on
Peace and War, in international relationship, based on
Norman Angel’s book “The Great Illusion.” The
competition is open to probationary ministers only, and
MS. must now exceed 3,000 words, to be sent in by
November 80th next, through Rev. Principal -Clemens,
D.D. Revs. Dr. Brook and Dr. Irving are to.be
the adjudicators. '

The Conference adjourned at 5.45.

ORDINATION SERVICES.

In the evening there were large gatherings for the
ordination of the young men who were received into
Full Connexion.

At Bethesda, Hanley,

the Conference Chapel, the following young men” were
ordained, namely : Revs, S. E. Austin, G. B. Brown,
C. D. Crosland, A. G. Goodwin, F. Hanesworth, J.
Hodgson, A. ]J. Hopkins, D. B. Proudlove, H. C. Putt,
J. Rutherford, W. H. Saturley, and H, Shells. ‘
The Charge to the young ministers was given by the
Ex-President (Rev. Dr. George Packer), who spoke

words of guidance and wisdom from his forty years ex-
perience as a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ. After
congratulating the brethren on the .passing of their
examinations and the conclusion of their probationary
period, the Ex-President warned the young men of the
necessity to guard their health and the desirability of
continuing their studies. In his address the Ex-Presi-
dent spoke of the essentials and fundamentals of the
work of a minister.  Dividing his address into three
parts—“They were called to be ministers, “They were
called. to be itinerant ministers,” and “They were called
to be circuit ministers in a Connexion composed of
many circuits and churches "~—out of a warm heart Dr.
Packer gave a-charge that was specially adapted to the
ministry of the U.M.C. and that will long be remem-
bered by the young men, and it is hoped will stimu-
late them to high endeavour.

At Hill Top, Burslem.

A second ordination service was held at our. Hill Top
Church, Burslem, where the following young men were
received into the full ministry of the Connexion, viz.,
Revs. J. Bullock, R.' P, Campbell, G. T. Checklin, S.
J. Clarke, F, Cooper, L. England, R. H. Hamer, Luke
Hicks, A. P, Hoare, E. H. Johnson, and H. Williams.

The Charge was given. by Rev. W. R. K. Baulk-
will, who took as his subject, “What a minister of
Tesus Christ "should be.” Mr. Baulkwill gave a most
fitting  message, most sujtable to the times and to
the experiences, of the young .men. . After congratulat-
ing ‘the voung ‘brethren on.their:success in examinations
and tendeting-his best wishes: {or their future work.
the .preacher -said thev had entered the full ministry of
the - U.M.C., a.Church-which’ cherished its own ideals
of the Christian ministry. There were two characteristic
notes of the Methodist ‘ministry which needed emphasis
to-dav : (I) .Joyous assurance in' experience; (2) soul-
winning as the ‘main aim of all our endeavour. "In en-
larging’ upen his subject Mr, Baulkwill dealt with the
necessary characteristics of a Methodist minister. The
address was heard with much pleasure, and left a dis-
tinct impression on the minds of the young men.

TUESDAY MORNING.

Rev. W. S. Welch' conducted 'the opening exercises
at the Devotional Service, the address being given: by
-Rev. Cooper G, Hawken. o

There was a fairly good attendance when “business-
was resumed at 10 o’clock, the Président being in the
chair. g ' Lot _ o '

The Conference 'Secretary “announced. that the Presi-
dent had received an invitation by His Majesty to the
Garden Party at Windsor on’ Thursday. =

Rev. ]. Foster, on behalf of the yourig.men who were
ordained on Monday evening,' expressed. their gratitude
*to the.Rev. Dr. Packer and Rev. W. R..K. Baulkwill
for the faithful Charges delivered to them, and it was
requested -that they be printed. )

Rev. W. H. Cory Harris introduced the conclusion of
the Theological College business, which referred to the
students to be received into and continuing in' College.

Messts. P. S. Johnson, B.A., Arthur Mason, A. C.
Rees, and F. Lee, were accepted for College.

The Pr’mcipals, Tutors, Examiners, Treasurer, Secre-
tary of Local Preachers’ Studies, were thanked and re-
appointed. :

Mr. W. Rowland Waller and Dr. A. E. Cope were
thanked for their services.

Regret was expressed that Dr. A. S. Peake had found
it necessary to resign’ from Victoria College owing to
his ‘duties” at Manchester College.: ‘ _

The remainder of the resolutions from District Meet-
ings were taken; and a number of miscellaneous resolu-
tions were adopted by Conference.

It was decided. that the Young, People’s returns sup-
plied to the Young People’s Committee be adopted in
the District Schedule. )

It was decided that a returni be made of the number
rof houses provided by the circuits for ministers.

It was further decided that-the Conference enact that
each District. meeting ‘should annually appoint a Dis-
trict Chapel Committee.

The Bristol and South -Wales District recommended
that the 250th Anniversary of the Act of Uniformity be
celebrated this year. '

A scheme of -a- reconstitution of Committees was
placed before the Conference by the Ex-President. It
was recommended that following Committees be united :
General Connexional, Home Mission, Extension, Chapel.
Relief and Guarantee Fund, and Assessed Funds; but
as the time of the Conference was very limited, it was
decided that the matter be referred back, and that the
several District meetings be asked to express their
opinion on the scherne.

MINISTERS "SEEKING SUPERANNUATION..
The Conference then considered the names of the

| brethren seeking Superannuation, and touching resolu-

tions ‘were moved in each case, and testimonies were
borne by members of the Conference to"the services and
worth of the brethren.

The Conference acceded to the request of the follow-
ing brethren to retire from the full work of the ministry :
Revs. T. J. Cope, Andrew Crombie, J. W. Armstrong,
S. T. Nicholson, Wm. Hookins, Jas..Sarvent, F. H.
Robinson, V. H. Culliford, Samuel Pascoe, John
Rogers, Elijah Colley, W. R. Dawson, W. H. Hill, A.
Winfield and J.- E. Arnold.

The rest 6f the day was spent in considering Depart-
mental Reports, a full report of which will appear in
our next issue. : .

The Conference sat until a late hour on Tuesday night.

' suffering from disease.

[ this 'service was very disappointing.

Conference Services and
Meetings.
(Continu;—;;n_:bage 548).

these by his sorrows.
voice softened. .

Other testimonies and reports of endeavour followed
by Mr, Lean (Wadebridge), Mr. William Challenger
(Barnsley), Revs. R. Percival, R. P. Cole, and S.
Gordon. The latter was notable, since it indicated
that the passion for helping men. was directed to the
highest ends and their deepest needs. The Rev. Harry
Shaw carried us in earnest words outside the chapel,
and commended for imitation the earnestness, resource,
and perseverance which all had seen in the 'political
campaign of the Hanley and Burslem Parliamentary
Election this week. ' o,

Beforé we joined together to show forth the Lord’s
death, the Rev. Thomas M. Rees set us face to. -face
with the ever-living.Lord; and all hearts joined in the
mystic. prayer to Him, “Abide with us, for the day
is far spent and.it is towards evening.”

The Rev. George Packer, D.D., read St. Luke’s
version- of the institution of the ordinance of the Lord’s
Supper, and prayers were led by the Rev. W. Redfern.
The following brethren assisted in the distribution . of
the elements: Revs.. D. Heath, W. R. K. Baulkwill,
C. Stedeford, T. J..Cope, F. H. Robinson, J. Harri-
son, E. Holyoake, T. Sunderland, W. Treffry, and
Mr. J. Briggs. GEORGE EAYRS.

The Threnody of the Deceased.
- Saturday morning.

AFTER the business of the morning session had been
disposed of, the Conference gave itself up to paying
its last tribute of respect to the memory of tge ministers
who had died during the year. As a separate service it
began by the singing of two verses of “Jesu, Lover of
my soul.” Rev. % B. Stedeford in graceful phrase and
beautiful aspiration led the- assembly -in prayer... The
duty of delivering the address was placed in the safe and
capable hands of Rev.. F, Marrs. The deceased were
summarized thus: Wm. Boyden, eighty-six - years of
age, of unspotted life at all times; J. C. Honey,.the
ideal pastor and indefatigable circuit worker; J. A.
Watts, who to the fine services rendered to the Church
through a long and beautiful life, added the gift of two
sons to. its ranks, who are amongst its most honoured
members; Rev. Tubal Casely, who lives in the grate.
ful regard of all who knew him; Rev. Hy. Codling,
a saintly life, crowded with beneficent activities, making
him -a model Christian minister; Wm. . Jeffery, . whose
soul burned with the passion to save; James Carter,
whose power in'prayer often lifted his spirit to the very
gates of Heaven; . Henry Fothergill, gentle, courteous,
gifted, ‘and utterly consecrated; S. B. Lane, the brave
champion of every noble cause;- Hy, Livesey, the ex-
ponent par excellence of the faithful. stewardship of
money ; Foster Raine, full of humour and kindness, and
abundant in labour for Christ; and W. H. -Alcock, of
quiet, steady, plodding gifts, always in season and out
of season preaching a full Gospel and administering
discipline in meekness and grace. -

Rev. F. Marrs delivered a very beautiful address, em-

As he spoke of these his strong

' bodying all the. elements of our great Christian hope,

suitable to the occasion, and delivered with a gravity
consistent with the circumstances.

Several members of the Conference. contributed
reminiscences : Mr. G. P. Dymond, M.A., concernipg

 Rev, S. B. Lané; Rev. Henry T. Chapman, on Revs.
| W. Boyden and Foster Rairie; and Rev. R, P. Cole and
| Mr. T. Hulbert, on Rev. Hy. Codling. But the most

interesting contribution. from the floor was made by

‘Rev. C. F. Hicks, who desired the verbal inclusion, at

any ‘rate, of the name of Wang Chang Nan.  This
brother had been a candidate for the Chinese miinistry,
and was about to enter it. On the very threshold he
had been called home to his wife and family, who-were
He himself contracted it, and
ohly 'returned to the mission station to die, His dying
cry swas, “God is right; He can make no mistake.” He
had hoped to yield many years of his life to God’s ser-
vice'in China. The. attendance of the Conference at
G. C.

Conference Sunday.

ON Sunday a number of representatives preached in
the local churches morning and evening, and in the
afternoon a series of young :people’s missionary meet-
ings were held ‘at different centres, addressed by mis-
sionaries on furlough and others. In the evening open-
air services were held at three centres. The day -was
beautifully fine, and~increased congregations were pre-
sent at most of the.churches.

AT THE CONFERENCE CHAPEL,

In the morning Rev. J. W. Walls, a former minister’
was the preacher at Bethesda, and in the afternoon
a men’s meeting was held, when Mr. T. R. Blumer,
J.P., of Sunderland, presided and an address was given
by Rev. D. J, Rounsefell, of Exeter.

THE PRESIDENT’S SERMON.

In the evening the President (Rev. }. Lukee was the
preacher at Bethesda, the Rev. Dr. Packer (Ex-Presi-
dent) leading the devotions.

The President preached an eloquent sermon’ from
Exodus iii.. 3, “And Moses said, I will turn aside now,
and see this great sight.” The preacher first dealt with
the occasion of the text, and showed how the first
period in the life of Moses, spent in splendour and
the greatness of Egypt, was followed by a period spent
amid conditions entirely dissimilar., Both these periods
were important in the life of Moses, as in every other



July 18, 1912.

555

history. It was worthy to note that Moses beheld this
great sight in the desert, that he saw and knew more
of God in the desert than amid the greatnesses. of
Egypt. The preacher said if he wanted to find some of
the most vivid and glorious manifestations of God he
would not go to their schools of philosophy or hasten
to their halls of science. It was in-the hearts and lives
of the humble and the poor that revelations. of God were
oftentimes to be found. This incident of the burning
bush had within it the element of mystery, and in the
mystery God.  Likewise all around us to-day was
mystery. We could trace cause and effect, effect and
cause, until ‘we: were thrown back to a land of profound
mystery, and in this great shadow was that Being
whom we called God, before whese presence man rever-
ently .bowed. The incident of ‘the burning bush was
symbolical of the truth of the power of God to preserve.
In the first place this could be applied. to the preserva-
tion of Israel. “We Englishmen,” said the preacher,
“have a very exalted opinion of ourselves. But we are
not the most wonderful people on God’s earth. The
most singular people that ever lived in this world are
the Jews. They have been persecuted by every civilized
nation, but though scattered and persecuted from age
to age, they have neither been lessened in numbers nor
crushed out. Why through all these years of persecu-
tion had God not burned the bush? Because He had
a future for these people. This mystery of God would
be seen in the future of His people. And was the same
fact not to be seen in regard to the Bible, which had
withstood ages of enmity and fierceness of attack?
Kings had sought to destroy it, Popes had cursed it,
and did not love it to-day. The martyr fires had been
kindled and .holy men and women had suffered death
because of it; and yet it lived, more widely circulated
than ever, speaking in more languages to-day than
yesterday and more again to-morrow. The hand of
God was equal to defend His word. The bush was not
burned. The preacher went on to apply his text to
the Church of Christ, and to the individual and national
life. The nation, he said, that had God in it would
stand. Moses turned aside to see this great sight.
There were still great sights to be seen, still visions
of glory, still raptures which had never touched the
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heart, but they must turn aside if they wished to see
them. “There were still sights in the old Book, still
sights in the sanctuary. What was wanted was not
inerely to go to the House of God, but to the God of
the House, not merely to the Book of God, but to the
God of the Book; and as this spirit was cultivated, under
the influence of the Holy Spirit, what visions could be
beheld, what great sights would still open up! Finally,
there were great sights to be seen at the Throne of
Grace. “DBlessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God.” ' i

Conference Sunday Evening at Bethesda.

Built by our fathers not for show but for preach-
ing and hearing, tastefully decorated,; four-square, its
gallery rising seven pews deep at the sides, and going
tier on tier to the back, its area spaciously seated, its
pulpit rising straight, octagonal, commanding, from a
wide communion cincle—such is beautiful - Bethesda.
One sits- quietly awaiting President Luke; with a large
congregation in the same- expectant mood, and feels
that ‘United Methodism has places and people of its
own capable of much- when the heart of -this denomina-
tion is stirred. Decreases don’t measure us; attitudes
do. And we wait now for the Lord of Hosts not as
suicides, but as believers in our opening song for even-
ing worship, “Praise my soul the King of .Heaven.”

Into the warm evening atmosphere of this burning
day rises this well-known -psalm, and one cannot believe
United Methodism is dying of heart .weakness while
its children can sing thus of ransom and restoration.
Dr. Packer opens the service as assistant to the
‘President. As he does so; one mentally says, What a
man! Who would take him as he reads the Gospel
story told by Matthew, of the cleansed leper, for the
astutest guide of affairs among -us? He looks the
picture of contented pietism in a country ocure, or
treading cloistered ways; remote from postinen, com-
mittees or administrative platforms. I can almost
imagine him in gown and sandals among the Trappist
monks, brooding over his past, but not as one who
has wasted his fires. Rather he would be the self-
abdicdting king, turning to silence and Secripture to

correct and nourish a soul in need of quiet before its
coming call beyond the veil. To hear Dr. Packer
pray, however, is to realise 'that this busy man keeps
alive high instincts by Trappist hours as he goes along
each toiling day’s demands. He attends to these inner
needs of the soul as he attends to Connexional “ Minutes”
—faithfully : that is the verdict one passes as he listens
Z(l}n(zl joins the Dector in colling and waiting reverently cn
od. . i : :

More fine singing, and then—President Luke. What
of him as he stands? Saber, spare, sincere, searching,
dignified—words shape themselves in alliteration without
intention, but they are all true. One feels this long
slim figure is not a reed but a firmly .founded pillar of
God’s temple, able to stand, to bear without break or
pliancy, weight, wisdom, and worth. Looking at him
we feel the President at the-needed moment would say,

“This rock shall fly

From its firm base sooner than 1.”
During the week his Bunyan-like Saxon speech, strong,
simple, human rule, -twinkling eyes, and imperative
curt call to order, have made us feel the strength hid
in shy garb and manner. He is a Methodist Asquith
for brevity and lucidity. One pities anyone who would
take liberties with ideals and visions held sacred by John
Luke.. He would have a long repentance.

“Jesus, the very thought of Thee
© With sweetness fills my breast
But sweeter far Thy face to see

"And in Thy presence rest.”

We feel points of order are far away from the Presi-
dential mind as he calls on us to sing this love song of
believers rejoicing. It is a good preparation for the
challenge of surprise that comes in the text. Judging
by the lessons previously read, we are to have an
Old Testament gospel to-night.  Exodus, chapter iii.,
verse 3—“And Moses . said, I will now. turn aside, and
see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt” 1If a
text is great by what it suggests the President has
caught a picture with many pictures in it—all alight
with flame Divine. A few sentences outline Moses
in the court, then the desert, and now face to face

SIGHT RESTORED
e NO SPECTACLES !
: NO OPERATION ! !

UNITED METHODIST

SCHOOL HYMNAL.

th-_l case they wlil receive the Hymnal carriage paid when sent in the Monthly parcels.

London : Unll_ed Moethodist Publishing I-louio, 12 Farringdon Avenue, E.C.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

It will save contributors and ourselves
much time if it ¢s noted that we cannot
insert accounts of marriages, silver wed-
dings, etc., in the editorial columns except
on the conditions specified below in our

S OFFICIAL HYMNAL FOR THE SCHOOLS, BROTHERHOODS, COLLEGES, E1c.,-
NO MEDICINE1 ! 1 OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, ** Scale of Charges.”” We have frequently
If Your Eyes are weak : : called attention to this, but are continually
. ; receiving communications which show tha
LEARN How to Make Them STRONG. SCHOLARS' EDITION. Minlon. ' .a0. EDITION WITH TUNES. our reguglation is either unknows ofr ha:
s e L you et bumare St Leather Cloth (Waterprool) aup, Staff Notation. Crown 8vo. been forgotten.
Percival's Book on * Eyes," describing a new mcthod of self ain Edges i . o .. 4d. net, Cloth, Red Burnished Edges.. . 8d, S
home treatment. Minor eye weaknesses are cu.used.'bg poor Leather Cloth (Waterproof) Boards, P ste‘Grnin Limp, Red under Gilt .
blood circulation in the eye arteries, Near sight, far sight, and Plain Edges .. .. . .. &d, oet. a N P, Re er . scALE o F c HARG Es
astigmatism ure caused by the eyes becoming distorted (out of Leather Cloth (Waterproof) Boards Round Corners .. . . .. G6s.0d,
e o g b laca, and moulds the og paBICRLY Extra Strong Bindng .. .. 18.0d Persian, Gilt Edees T ‘ For NOTICES of
normal circulation of pure blood, . N .
: at B e rfout d without dangor, Leather Cloth (Waterproof) Boards, - ION WITH TUNES. i i
£ e s T e s 18 et o Gt Letierine, Gilt Bases o0 1a. sa, | EOTION W # Notation. Inils Pagor Births, Marriages, Deaths.
irect contact wil ceye. " A . . pinininbes o)
Also on thin, superior paper. © e o
FREE—1/- BOOK ON < EYES.” . ! Cloth, Gilt Edges, Red under Gilt NOTICES of Births, Marriages, Deaths
= . Paste Grain, . Limp, Glit Edges, ' L T T, . od. : o v A
The Book is pu)/lished. at 15, but it has been’ arranged, in Round Cotners. P Ot Foee . 0. PS;:’:“&E{‘;'"‘GI'{;“ d Eoiners, Red @s. 0d etc., are inserted at the uniform price of
gpder o culety mpart 1 sl o tional Koo b Pesian. Limp, Ked under” GU, nder Gl oo Comers: Red gy oa, 2., unless they exceed 30 words, in
the public, to dtiibute and e Thdopendant of speciacic Round Corners.. ... . .. 3504, M;r?f? Limdp. Eed under Gilt. Gold 128, 0d which case 8d. extra for every eight words
grasp this opportunity and send for r copy to-day. olled Inside Cover .. . . 8. . i 3 ith
Get away from the spectacle habit. See Nature DESK EDITION. Small Pica Crown 8vo. EDITION WITH TUNES. Tomic Soifa ‘1){ “rf‘tite" lset:halixgedl'cl N°“¢§5» tggetl;gr W't‘}
With the naked eyes—not throuth a Window; Cloth, Red Burnished Edges a8, ad ) . be Usitep MeTHODIOT e, Oice o
8 ost cards, 3 ' .o . N .
Sﬁ}:{oaguﬁ ]!,orclgn) posr,agg stamps. and mentioxl this advt.— gluﬂ;' Glg“?dl‘;: . .. .o :., gg, (g;rfhbl:i “ndpl:fton‘:”ly-) Crown 8:.0'.‘ tA:enu:IngndofTHE()]gST'n:‘tz ]i::tl:rlngt}dlgg
ress— ersian, Edges .. .. . 8. 0d, o mp, Plain Edges .. .. . 8d. , London, .C.,
C. G. PERCIVAL, NEU-VITA EYE INSTITUTE (E.s(‘.il‘JOS) _ Tuesday morning.
52-106 Exchange Buildings, Southwark. London. B School Secretaries are desired to place their orders with the Circuit Minister, as In REPORTS of Marriages, Silver Weddings,

etc., intended for insertion in the Editorial
Columns must be accompanied by a pre-
paid notice of the event at the rate above

[E~ ADVERTISE

Special attention is drawn to the low

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.

MISCELLANEQUS.

specified.

LD FALSE TEETH BOUGHT. Any condition ;

on vulcanite or metal. Highest price sent, or offer

terms for small “ Wanted,” &c.,, Adver-
tisements in the *United Methodist.”
The rate charged Is only 1s. for 25
words (minimum), and one halfpenny for
each addltionai word., Three insertions
for the price of wo.

{NE~ YOUR

Advertisements- for each Thursday’s
issue can be received up to the first
post on the previous Tuesday morning.
All communications should be addressed
to the ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER,
“Unlted Methodist,” 12 Farringdon
‘Avenue, London, E.C.

pEF~ WANTS

BIRTH.

G.ARNETT.—On June 29th, 1912, at 3
Larchfield Road, Hunslet, Leeds, to
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Garnett, a son,

: SITUATIONS VACANT.

PORTABLE HARMONIUMS AND

ORGANS for Christian workers, from
£4/4/0. Pianos for the School, !5 guineas; iron
frame, check action, full trichord. Send for illustrated
list direct from the maker.—Harland, 106 Wenlock
Street, Hoxton, London,

cHURcH ORGANS built to order, with every
modern improvement, from £100 to £2,000. The
Complete Organ, specially-adapted to country charches,
2 manuals, concave pedal-board, full compass pedal
organ, 10 stops, including couplers, 354 pipes. A
perfect instrument, possessing considerable power and
variety ‘of tone. Price £130. Thoroughly reliable.
Descriplive circular with sketch on application.—
Corps and Son, Oxford Road, Finsbury Park, N.
Established 1835,

ELL STUDENT’S PEDAL ORGAN, stops
speaking throughout, pedals R.C.O. scale, electric
blower, Catalogue of 48 Organs post free by men-
tioning the " United Methodist.” The Bell Piano
and Organ Company, Ltd., 49 Holborn Viaduct, E.C.

OR SALE.—A two-manual pedal Bell Organ, with
ornamental pipe top, suitable for Chapel; price
£75, or near offer.—Apply. A. W.5.,180 West Street,

- Erith.

one, two, or three manuals, from £25. Warranted

Works, Marlborough Road, Holloway, London, N.

OUR HOLIDAY DIRECTORY.

HASTI N Gs _ Furnished Apartmerits in a Chris-
J m  tian home; one or two large bed-
réoms and sitting-room. Terms,7s.6d. per room; also

a Bed-sitting room, 10s. Home comiforts.. 260 Harold
Road.

ANADA FOR WOMEN.—Miss Minnie Hammond
C is shortly conducting a party of selected girls to
Regina, Saskatchewan, sailing from Bristol,on the Royal
Line. Situations guaranteed by Government. Excep-
tional advantages. Write at once for p’amculars and
copy of ' Bunch of letters from Canada,” to Canadian
Northern Railway, 21 Charing Cross, London.

WHEN REPLYING TO

“UNITED METHODIST."

( YRGANS, Church or Chamber, new and secondhand, .

for twenty years.— Wort, Organ Builder, 3a Marlborough”

ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION

"books. © Will pay carriage.

PULPIT NOTICE BOOK.,—New. and improved

edition, containing two pages for each week, with
Dally spaces to last one year. Cloth, gilt, lettered, 1s.
net, By post, 1s. 2d.—Andrew Crombie, 12 Farringdon
Avenue, London, E.C.

NITTED CORSETS, supDort without pressure,

also unbreakable Coutil Corsets, from 3s. 11d.

List, unbreakable sample steel, free, Unshrinkable

underclothing. — Knitted Corset and Clothing Co.,
Nottingham. .

EMIGRATION. —AUSTRALIA.— ASSISTED

PASSAGES. — Temporarily Suspended.
Appls now for next opportunity for Farmhands
and Pomestics.—NEW ZEALAND.—Domesa-
tlos, Fare. 56s, Deposit, £2.—Farmers, Fare,
£10.  Deposit, £25.—CGANADA.—Lowest Ordinary
Fares, Farmhands, experienced or otherwise.
Good Wages. Situations Assured, Also Domastias
wanted everywhere. Apply now. Methodist
Emigration League, Norwlah.,

STEPHEN GEE. *esefi o
63s.; Summer Rainproof .Lo’ng béa_t. ;OSfF sMag: l:x:n :hsé

premises, 'Write or call for Patterns and Fashion
Plates. Clerical Tailoring a speciality.

IL. PAINTINGS BOUGHT.—OId Dutch on oak

panels and old family portraits, old prints, scrap
Send pictures without
frames.. Value sent per return or offer.—Address.
Witt, Ship Street, Brighton. Established 45 years,
Bankers' references. .

BIRDS SOARED.—Rotless Tannéd Netting. Small
mesh, Very superior. As supplied by us to the
Royal Gardens. Satisfaction guaranteed or
cash refunded. 100 by 1 yd.. 3s.9d. ; 2yds., 7s.6d.: 3 yds.
11s. 3d.; 4 yds., 15s.; 50 by 6 yds,, 11s.3d. ; 25 by 8yds.,
7s. 6d. Carriage paid. Any length and width supplied.
Cheaper quality. 50 yds. 1s.—Potter Bros., Dept. U,
Frankwell Works, Shrewsbury, Estd. 57 years.

AWN MOWERS.—Five Blades. Highly finished.
Easyrunning. Acknowledged the bestcheap
Mower obtainable. Only 12s.9d. Garden Hose €0 ft.,
9s. 11d, Water Barrows, 12 gal., 23s. 3d. Wood Barrows,
15s.6d. Garden Seats, 10s. 6d. Chairs, 1s.9d. Tents,
22s. Bell Tents, 35s. Lists free.—Potter Bros.,
Dept. U, Frankwell Works, Shsewshury. Estd. 57 years.

LD FALSE. TEETH.—We give highest possible

price for above. Offers made, and if not accepted

teeth returned. Dealers in old gold or silver in any

form. Banker's rtefererices. — Woolfall & Co,
Southport.

made.—C, Morgan, 4 Fairfield Gardens, Crouch End,
London.

STAFFORDSHIRE CHINA, — Beautiful Tea

Services, Royal Blue and Gold, 4/-. Dinner
Services, 6/9. 5 complete services 21/-, carriage
pald. Badged ware and bazaar packages. Factory
gncﬂgs. free catalogue.— Clifton Pottery (40), Hanley.,
taffs,

EAL NAVY INDIGO SERGE.—Guaranteed full

Royal Navy quality. No. 1, 1s, 34d.; 0. 2.

1s, 6d. per yard. 30 inches wide. Carriage paid.

Patterns free, Also in Cream, White, Black, and

Scarlet.—Lake & Son, Naval Contractors, 95 Union
Street, Plymouth.

6 -PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS AND HOW

TO USE THEM, free. Send for one.—
Trimnell, The Herbalist, 144 Richmond Road, Cardiff.
Established 1879,

FOR SALE.

AZAARS.--Barnstaple Rustic Baskets are very

popular, and sell well at good profit.—IHus-
trated price list from Blackwell and Som, 20 Cross
Street, Barustaple.

THE numbers of the " British Weekly " since July,

1890, with exception of one number. 1In good con-
dition.—Offers to John Milburn, Waterworks, Wylam- - .
ot Tyne.

O CHAPEL TRUSTEES.—FOR SALE, the
whole of the seating on the floor of Hobson Street
Chapel, Cambridge, consisting of twenty-eight to seat
five persons. and thirty to seat six persons, with enclosed
baoks, hat rails, and shaped ends, stained and varnished;
mahoganyroll capping to backs, mahogany book boards,
and painted kneelers, 'Also mahogany communion rail
with iron ‘standards, and a two-manual Organ.—For

further particulars apply to W, Wren, 10 Castle Street
Cambridge. '

A MARVEL OF CHEAPNESS.

A REAL ENGLISH BONE CHINA TEA SET
FOR 12 PERSONS.
Coloured in Natural Colours and Gilt. Free on Rails

for 10/8. Send 1/- for sample Cup and Saucer, and
see value for yourselves.

COLRIGHT CHINA CO.,

218 KING STREET, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT,



556

THE UNITED METHODIST.

July 18, 1912

with God. Greatness and glory were in front of him,
though he knew it not. The blast that had swept him
trom court to sandy waste, was the preparation ior the
vision to make him a master of men. It is God’s way
to take and school us for great things via the desert.
tlow is it done! i

God calls us by mystery. He gives us the veiled
face to create a deeper enquiry. He puts before us the
burning bush to awaken us to the .burning God. He
uses the element of mystery not to confound but to
cnhghteq; the desert waste not to lose, but to find us.
Mystery is eyerywhere in sun and star, in sea and sky,
suggesing to us a deeper fire than them all—the living,
undecaying (od. So let none fear the desert.. There
Jesus pondered His call, there John waited until shewn
to lsrael. There to-day in the desert of drudgery and
pain, -in the desert of scorn and trial and the Cross,
we, like our Master at Calvary, and Moses at the
bush, ‘might find and hear our God and: discover Him
vital, continuous, and a Reality.

Witnesses to this truth abound yesterday and to-day.
Jstael under Pharaok refnained lsrael indestructible. S0
it is with the Jew along the line of civilization. Modern
Jews to-day, scattered, peeled, exiled, scorned or
tolerated, yet bear witness by their vitality to the un-
consumable quality of a people joined to God. Kings,
statesmen and soldiers are at the mercy and will 'of the
Jewish financiers, “Without them,” said Mr, Luke,
“much as you love war, some of you, none can begin
to hight, for these Jews have the purse. The Jew is the
cnigma of history, the unconsumed bush of civilizations,
the instrument mysterious and potent of Almighty God.
S0, too, with both Bible and Church. As -lertullian
puts it in his Apology, “the Church the more you
nurt it the more like the bush it burns, not yet con-
stimed.” ’

L'hen came the personal touch all congregations love,
and every true preacher cannot fail'to use. A brother
beloved aroused President Luke’s interest by his strange
use of the initials “B.U.,” at the end of his name,
Time revealed that so strongly did the Rev. George
Smith feel the saving and mysterious power of grace
in his life, that he put after his name the letters
“B.U.”; the bush unconsumed because of grace, Per-
sonal reminiscence lights up and heartens an audience.
So does patriotisni of the right note. “The nation that
has God in it will stand,” said the President. “It will
stand better than by shooting, and shooting on Sun-
days. I'm not going to shoot any day,” fashed the
preacher.  “If we fear God we need fear neither
+Germans nor Russians nor anyone else. Reverence
God and He will reverence the nation. Stronger than
any army or a navy is the presence in national life of
the Eternal God.”

All this is conditional--Moses “fturned aside to
see this great sight.” Our modern failing is that we
do-not turn aside to see.” We have neither time nor
eyes. Moses responded, and God called and made him
a maker of men, a moulder of history, a king of time,
but of the mystery camle the power to discount Pharaoh,
and pass the Red Sea. The Egyptians dead on the sea-
shore were the proof Moses followed no mirage, but a
power of fire and fact in turning aside to see God’s
mysterious bush. He put himself in line as an, instru-
ment God could use to great ends.

Some people say the Bible is dry. “You are dry—
the Book is not,” commented this prophet. Read’ it,
turn aside to see its sights, and no Marie Corelli novel
will ever hold you like the sights of the burning bush.
Turn aside to Nature, to the sanctuary,“ come not only
to the House of God but to the God of the House,” and
you shall find it true, “Blessed are the pure in heart for
they shall see God.” Like the prophet of old, you shall
look upon the bush, and, more than that, on the face
of God from out the bush, and not die] '

On this high note and call to God and His mysteries
of yesterday and to-day this timely word closed. ~Fortu-
nate are we that the Presidental year of John Luke
starts with such a word. As I came out I found myself
saying of our leader, “There was a man sent from God
whose ‘name was John. The same came.” Now we
have him, let us heed him. For though he has spoken
from an old Testament text, it is a New Testament and
very needed modern application of it we have heard
to-night from President Luke. BRUCE W, ROSE.

Holiday Time..

By REV. T. A. JEFFERIES.
SONG OF \SONGS V1. 1—8, 11; ZECH. viI. 5.
(C.E. Topic for July 28th.)

WHO is the better man to write about holidays: the
man who is spending one, or the man who wishes he
were? 1 am the latter, and feel the irony of my sub-
ject, for I was never busier in my life. All the same,
I thinkk I am the right man, for I have seen holiday-
lieepers looking very gloomy, and a holiday is oftén
better in prospect than in retrospect.® To-day I am

working at full stretch, but not far off my turn awaits-

me, and I am ready to enjoy it. Neither am I anxious
about the retrospect in my own case, for I have never
yet been disappointed in a holiday. They have generally
yielded more than I expected, and often some rich sur-
prises. But I have no secret to unfold. The only ex-
planation of my good times that I can offer is that I
love all things and all people, and don’t depend on
artificial amusements.

Perhaps there is more in the.last sentence than ap-
pears at first sight. We settle a great deal about holi-
days when we choose the place, and the choice of place
generally shows whether we depend upon artificial aids
or not. Not always, however. A man may go to
Blackpool for the sake of the sea and the “air, and
there is plenty in sea and air to amuse a man for a
lifetime if he will take the trouble to make its acquaint-
ance. Still, I think it is not exaggerating to say that

{ous exercise to save them from atrophy and from over-
‘whelming in the general decay the elements on which

-But let us understand them.

most people who choose a place like Blackpool do so
with an eye on the amusements provided by professional
entertainers. They want excitement. Their idea of a
good holiday is a series of sensations. 1f the sensa-
tions come off, they are delighted; if they fail, as they
often do, they come back disgusted. Their holiday has
been spoiit.

Now this opens up the question : What sort of holiday
ought we to go in for. The type just referred to suc-
ceeds in some cases, but very often fails. It fails, as
we have seen, when the sensations provided are not
sufficiently sensational. It also fails, even when ap-
parently successful, in that many people return from
such a holiday no better for, it, either in body or soul,
and resume the routine of daily toil only to iind them-
selves run down a few weeks later. Many of the ill-
nesses put down to hard work are really due to mis-
taken holidays.

1t would help us to get more substantial benefit out of
our holidays 11 we would ask ourselves what part of
our complex being it is that needs a holiday. In these
days of specialization most of us are fiddling with only
one string, and it ought to be our aim on a holiday to
give that worn -and weary member absolute rest, and
equally we ought to give the other strings some vigor-

we depend. The hard-working city clerk who spends
his- holidays in music halls and theatres is simply throw-
ing away his opportunity and committing swcide. Le
him play open-air games, row boats, swim, walk, climb
mountains, and stalk squirrels, Similarly, the -worler
from factory and mill should get away from noise and
grime and unsavoury odours into green fields and
moorlands sweeps, and read some stiff books. I say
“stiff ”” advisedly. 1 am. utterly opposed to the ortho-
dox opinions that only light literature should be read on
holidays. It might be a good rule for ministers, though
a better one would be to read nothing ; but, for people
who tell us, as they often do, that they are too tired
after the day’s work to read anything that calls for
mental effort, the holiday should inciude some good
reading, There is no. need here for bodily exercise.
The need is for fresh air and mental exercise. ¢ For
these - people any town that possesses a tram service
should be absolutely barred, and books ‘as strong as
their intellectual equipment will enable them to tackle
should replace the evening papers of their common days.

May we pause quietly and earnestly to press the
principle underlying the last paragraph? How often
one hears in these days of rush the sigh, “I am badly
needing a change.” Those words represent the truth.
They express a real need of the times in which we live.
It is not simply a change
of situation that we require: it is a change of occupa-
tion. And the change must be a change for the faculties
concerned, so that the tired parts may rest, and the
rusty parts get the friction that polishes, and life return
to its natural fullness and balance. Said a good house-
wife to me not long ago, “It’s half the holiday not to
have to get dinner ready and wash up afterwards.”’
My knowledge of certain spheres of human activity is’
very limited, but 1 understand that woman. Aim at a
radical change.

The real test of a holiday is the spirit in which we
come back to the old task. There is one respect in
‘which good and bad holidays are alike—they both make
us glad to get back. But in the one case it is because
we are disgusted; in the other it is because we are eager
for our work. The latter is the result of a true holiday..
As in everything, so here, our Lord has shown us .he
way. He once took a holiday—at least it was a holy-
day, which is the real meaning of the word—that lasted
from five to six weeks. 'How did He come back? We
read, “And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit
into Galilee, and there went out a fame concerning
Him through all the region round about, and He taught
ir their synagogues, being glorified of all.” His holi-
day had done Him good. He had been working in a
carpenter’s shop in a town of bad repute, and His holi-
day had been spent in the wilderness with the wild
beasts and with God. Nature and God are the great
restorers. The example is worth following.

International Aesson.

By REvV. CHARLES A. ASHELFORD, Berry Brow.
JuLy 28TH, 1912.

THE WHEAT AND THE TARES.—
Matt. xiii. 24—30, 36—43.

GOLDEN TEXT.—“Gather ye together first the tares,
and bind them in bundles to burn them; but gather
the wheat into My barn.”—Matt, -xiii. 80.

The Parable of the Tares is found in Mt.’s Gospel
alone, The drag-net of kindred, though not of iden.i-
cal, meaning, is its twin parable. They both forbid any
attempt to separate the good from the bad before the
end of the age. The “Tares,” like the Parable of the
“Sower,” was addressed to the moral situation of the
hour. In the Parable of the Sower the seed is.equally
good : it is the soil that differs. Here the ground Is all
alike good, but the seed which is received into it is
of radically different kinds. In the one case seed ré-
presents the Word; in the other' case seed represents
persons—the good seed, the children of the Kingdom;
the tares, the children of the Evil One. The eagerness
of men to judge their fellows is one of the Church’s
greatest inconsistencies.” Our Lord’s command is that
His servants are not to attempt to separate between
wheat and tares, but to recognize that “both princi-
ples' must work themsalves out to full manifestation
before the  day of harvest.” Lk. ix. 40—55 affords an
instance in which James and John were disposed to take
such drastic action as is condemned in this parable.

_a good harvest.

(d) The transformation of wheat into tares.

The parable may also contain a reference to the teaching

of the Baptist and his message to Christ. Cf. Mt. iii.
10—12 with Mt. xi. 2—5, to show that the Baptist
strongly favoured such drastic action. In Vedder’s im-
pressive painting, “The Devil Sowing Tares,” Satan
is seen endeavouring to poison the very fountain of
redemption by sowing golden coins of different size
and shape up. towards the  Cross.

The Two Sowings.

The Parable of the Sower treats of different soils
producing from the same seeds crops varying from zero
to a hundredfold. The ‘Parable of the Tares treats of
the same soil producing a mixed crop from mixed seeds.
V. 24 describes the farmer sowing good seed in his field ;
he has done his best, and has well-grounded hopes of
V. 25 describes an enemy as coming
“while men slept,” i.e., secretly and stealthily, and
sowing tares. The Greek word used for tares is
zizania (lolium temulentum), and is better translated
“darnel.”  The bearded darnel is a weed much re-
sembling wheat in its earlier stages, and growing
mostly in grain fields, The kernel is black, bitter, and
smaller than wheat. It is poisonous, producing dizzi-
ness, nausea, gangrene, and sometimes, death. The
poison, however, is due not to the darnel ‘itself, but to
the ergot which infests it. It is not at all necessary to
imagine that this was a common method of revenge in
Jesus’ day and country. Thomson did not find a per-
son in Palestine who had ever heard of sowing darnel
maliciously. Attention is called to the fact that an
enemy is sowing evil seed in the very same field in
which the Son of Man is sowing the good seed of the
Kingdom. This parable has been variously interpreted.
Its scope turns very much on the sense given to the
words, “the field is the world.” Some understand by
this the world as outside the Church and distinct from
it. By the wheat and the tares are fmeant the com-
mingling of good and evil in common society. The
writer regards the real scope of the parable as some-
thing imore definite than this. He agrees with Light-
toot and Bruce in thinking that the “tares” represent
counterfeit Christians, and that for the following
reasons: (a) If our Lord had wished to refer to evil
men generally He could easily have represented them
as thorns, briars, etc. Why select a weed which up to
a certain point of development almost exactly resembles
wheat, and may easily be mistaken for it? Further, f
He was thinking of evil men generally, why speak
of an after-sowing by night of tares among the wheat?
Surely, when He came to establish His Kingdom there
was .evil enough . already present in the world without
an additional sowing by the enemy. It seems obvious,
therefore, that by the results of the after-sowing are
meant counterfeit forms of Christianity — “forms of
evil which would not have appeared had not Christianity
appeared.” Satan’s master-stroke is to “mimic and
counterfeit the works of Christ.”

Wheat and Tares to Grow Together.

Men are ever for prompt measures. There are always
persons who are ready to propose drastic remedies for
real or supposed evils, but the Master says that men
are not to anticipate the judgement of God. They have
not .sufficient knowledge. They do not always know
how to distinguish the bad from the good, nor do they
lkknow how the removal of the bad may affect the good.
The parable inculcates the cultivations of the spirit of
forbearance. The policy of impatience forgets: (a)
Human solidarity. Men live together in families,
Churches, and communities. ‘You cannot uproot one
person without serjously affecting others. = Life is
linked to life by many close and mystic ties. (b) Wheat
may be mistaken for tares. New forms of truth are at
first criticized and suspected. Time is required to .estab-
lish their intrinsic worth. (c) If the tares were removed
from the wheat such removal might result in excessive
purism and foster the odious spirit of self-righteousness.
Though
not stated in the parable, it must not be forgotten that
men differ from a field by the possession of the deter-
mining power of free will. The phrase in v. 41 makes
it clear that the tares unfavourably influence the wheat,
“all things that cause stumbling, and them that do
iniquity.” If tares influence wheat, may not wheat in-
fluence tares? (e) Christians are educated and disci-
plined by contact with evil. The patience which our
Lord here inculcates He fully exercised.in His own life
and conduct. Recall His treatment of Judas, Peter,
Thomas, etc.

Separation at Harvest,

Christ gives every man adequate opportunity for full
development and self-expression. For the present wheat
and tares are to grow together. We are not to usurp
the prerogative of the Supreme Judge, but a revpa}xmg
and separating time is coming. The best of Christians
have their imperfections and shortcomings, but the fruit
is determined by the root. What is the power behind
life—self or Christ? The root we live from will sooner
or later reveal itself and determine our destiny. Now
you may be over-estimated or under-estimated; now
praised ~or blamed; misjudged or misunderstood.
«Then” (v. 43), and not till then, will the good shine
forth unclouded and untarnished. How simple, yet how
awful are the words, “ To his own place.” Habit, says
Butler, makes character and character settles destiny.
This parable should lead to searchings of heart. Is my
life wheaf or tares? Do I belong to the Kingdom of
God or not? Are the possibiIities of evil within being
resisted, and the possibilities of good being developed?

etc,, etc.
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News of Om: Churches.

AUl communications seni by the halfpanny post for this
page should bear on the outside, distinctly written, the
words * News for the Press” and skould be directed lo
¢ Tke Editor, ‘United Methodist) 188 Rye Lane, Peckham,
London, S.E.” A number of communications lately have
been surcharged through omitting lo conform lo these Post
Office regulations, News should arrive not laley than the
FIRST delivery on Tuesday morning.

MINISTERIAL ARRANGEMENTS.

Being urged to withdraw his resignation, Rev. P,
Bennett has accepted a unanimous invitation to remain
as superintendent of Bacup Circuit for a fifth year, till
1914. e

Rev. H. Godwin Allchurch has accepted an invitation
to Goole for 1918.

Rev. F. Rhodes has intimated to the Dudley Circuit
Quarterly meeting that he will leave the circuit at the
Conference of 1913.

Rev. F._ B. -Dutton has accepted an invitation
remain at New Mills a fourth year, till 1914,

HUCKNALL.

THE Hucknall Circuit has been favoured with a special
visit from Rev. William Eddon, who is shortly- return-
ing to North China. Mr, Eddon preached at Trinity
Church, Hucknall, on Sunday morning, June 80th, and
at Basford in the evening. The congregations were very
large, and the services were marked by great spiritual
power. On Monday evening (July 1st), a great vale-
dictory service was held in David Lane Church, Basford.
Friends from. all parts of the Hucknall Circuit; and
from many other circuits in the District, came in hun-
dreds to honour the Rev. W, and Mrs, Eddon, and Miss
Maggie Fairbrother (who is going to China to -be

. married to the Rev., G. P. Littlewood), and to wish
them God-speed. Mr. John Godfrey, J.P., C.C., pre-
sided, and contributed largely to the success of the
gathering. Supporting him were a lafge number of
distinguished United Methodists from London, Not-
tingham, Derby, Mansfield, and Ilkeston. The Rev. W.
Eddon had a hearty reception, and his quiet, earnest,
and thrilling address was received with marked demon-
strations of enthusiasm. The Rev, James Ninnis de-
livered a valedictory charge and the Rev. T. Scowby
offered- the dedicatory prayer. The Revs. G. Coates, W.
H. Proudlove, Bruce Whité,. F. E. Watts, Harry Shaw,
George Jobling, and S. E. Davis, and Messrs. Ald. D. H,
Maltby, J.P., J. Lewin, J.P., C.C., and R. R. Newlove
took part in the meeting. The musical portion of the
service was worthy-of the occasion. Miss Agnes Maude
Best rendered three solos. The congregational singing
was led by a large united choir and band.

LEEDS.

IMPORTANT meetings - have been held. in connection
with the union of Tabernacle and Bethel Churches,
which since 1866 have been working side by side. The
close proximity of the two organizations has weakened
the force of their efforts, and as a result of negotiations
extending over two years, the Tabernacle Chapel was
closed on June 80th. = Special sermions were preached by
Rev. S. G. Dimond, and solos were: rendered by Miss
Alice Hayes. The chapel was nearly full for the even-
ing service, which ‘was followed by a.love-feast, when
old scholars and friends gave testimony to the fine
spirit and influence which have characterized the life
of the church since it commenced its history nearly a
century ago, in 1816. On the following Saturday a
tea-meeting at Bethel Church was followed by a public
meeting to celebrate the union, when Mr. J. H. Evers
presided, and Revs. H. T. Chapman (Ex-President) and
H. J. Shingles (a former minister in the circuit) were
the  speakers. ~ On Sunday ‘special sermons were
preached by Rev. S. G. Df{mond, and anthems were
rendered at all services by the United Choir. In the
afternoon a special service for the united Sunday Schools
was held, when Mr. John Ellis, Mr. T. A. Benn, and
Mr. ‘D..T. Ramsden awere the speakers. The sacrifice
which has been involved in the Union was amply justi-
fied by the intensity and strength of the enthusiasm
which was manifest in all the services.

MARKET RASEN.

THE village of South Kelsey has suffered loss in the
death of Mrs. Martha Foston, widow of the Jate James
Foston, who for about forty years carried on business
there as a tailor and draper, and who made himself
widely” known and respected, not only by his energy
and integrity in business, but also by his work in the
United Methodist Church as a local preacher, leader
and general worker, and by his interest in all matters
pertaining to the welfare and advancement of the vil-
lage generally. The deceased lady since the death of
her husband has generally lived at North Kelsey.
Recently, however, she came to her son, Mr. H. S.
Foston, where unfortunately "her health failed, and in
spite of all that medical skill and good nursing could
do, she became worse and passed away, at the great age
of eighty-eight years. The funeral, which was numer-
ously attended, was conducted by Rev. J. Herbert Shaw,
circuit minister, in the United Methodist Church, and
afterwards in the churchyard.

- NORWICH.

ON Friday evening, July 5th, Mrs. S. Mills, mother
of the Rev. E. S. Mills, suddenly passed away, through
the rupture of a blood vessel. For many years past
she has been associated with the Chapel'Field Road
-Church, Mr. S. Mills being ‘a trustee. Mr. and Mrs.

to

Mills have always kept an open house for all the minis-
ters, frequently entertaining those who visited the city.
Their last ministerial guest was Dr. D. Brook. Mrs.
Mills was possessed of a cheerful and bright disposition,
She was endowed with a striking personality. Kind
in nature and affectioniate she had a host of friends
who deeply mourn her loss. She had a great passion
for Christian work, and was for years a teacher of the
New City Senior Girls’ Class, which she relinquished
on account of bronchial and -heart trouble. Norwich
Circuit has suffered several losses through death re-
cently. This blow is an exceedirigly keen one. Great
sympathy is felt with Mr. S. Mills and his family who
are all associated with our Denominational life.

WORTLEY AND KIRKSTALL,

THE Wortley and Kirkstall Circuit- had a jubilee
gathering at Providence Chapel, -Woodside, Horsforth,
last month. Over 100  people sat down to tea,
the company including representatives of the third and
fourth generations of Reformed Methodists, At the
evening meeting a résumé of the circuit’s history was
given by Coun. Benjamin Lockwood. Mr. James
Parkin, though over eighty years of age, presided over
the gathering, and spoke with wonderful fire and elo-
quence.. His vivid reminiscences quickened and charmed
the audience. Mr, Wi, Redshaw, in representing High-
field Church, spoke of the days of the early '60’g, and
the time of revival and robust spiritual manifestations
which distinguished them. Mr. T. Caldwell, repre-
senting ‘Kirkstall, contrasted the past with the present,
appreciating the spirit of the old, but recommending its
reproduction in forms suitable to the spirit of the new
age. Mr. John Hartley, representing Woodside, detailed
its history with point and accuracy. Mr. John Bolland
spoke for Lower Wortley Church. His reminiscences
captivated the audience.  Mr. Joseph Mountain, repre-
senting Tong .Road Church, spoke of the need of the
day for a soul-searching eagerness after God. The cir-
cuit ministers, Rev. W. J. Clarke and Rev. J. H.
Bowker, also took part in the proceedings., The choir
of Woodside Church helped to brighten’ the proceedings,
and Miss Grimshaw and Mr. Gidlow contributed solos.

Quarterly Meetings. .

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE.—Rev. Henry Hooks presiding.
A resolution was carried sincerely regretting the removal
of ‘Rev. Henry Hooks. Though only appointed for one
year he has endeared himself to every church in the
circuit. The leaders of his own church at Stamford
Street bore eloquent testimony to his work. Ten mem-
bers of the meeting rose .one after the other to speak
of his splendid service in the homes of the people,-to his
fine pulpit ministry, and his indefatigable pastoral visita-
tion. He leaves after twelve months’ most strenuous
and successful ministry with the sincere and affectionate
regard of every church and member in the Ashton Cir-
cuit. A balance in hand of £6 was reported, and an
inctease of eight members. A special furnishing grant
of £100 for the superintendent minister’s new house
was sanctioned. The Henry Square Church .obtained
permission to employ Mr. Daniel Varcoe as a lay-
pastor, and hearty approval of the new scheme was ex-
| pressed.

NEWPORT, RYDE, AND Cowgs.—Rev. D. H. Watkins
in the chair. At the preachers’ meeting Rev. E. F. Ton.-
kin opened a conversation on the subject, “Our
Liturgy.” His exceedingly stimulating and helpful re-
marks provoked a fine discussion, which was at its
height when luncheon was announced. The members
adjourned somewhat reluctantly to the luncheon-room,
and it was admitted by all that the morning meeting had
given a splendid start to the day’s proceedings. Busi-
ness was resumed at 2.30, It was decided to invite
Rev. J. Ash, of Southampton,. to succeed Rev. E. F.
Tonkin, of West Cowes, in 1913. A helpful .conversation
took place regarding a recently-formed “Reading
Circle” for local preachers. Great satisfaction was ex-
pressed that success had attended the venture, and many
testimonies to its value were given. The evening meet-
ing will be long remembered. Mr. C. H. Carr (senior
circuit steward) presided and struck a very high note
at the commencement, and that tone was retained
throughout. Addresses were delivered by Rev. P. W.
Madge and Mr. J. Wadham, both of which aroused much

tention was the singing rendered by the United choirs
of the East and West Cowes Churches, numbering over
fifty voices. Miss Tonkin and Miss Sibbick were the
soloists. It is many years since such great enthusiasm
was manifested .in the quarterly meeting, and the
general feeling of the members of the large audience
assembled at the evening meeting was that a powerful
infiuence for good had been created which in-the coming
days would be felt throughout the circuit.

SHREWSBURY. — Rev. F. G. Stopard presiding.
Messrs. G. Horseley and S. Stowe having passed the
usu# examination, were received as fully-accredited local
preachers.
given. It was stated that the circuit had contributed
4,132 to Connexional Funds, 4103 being for Home and
Foreign Missions. The circuit returns showed a de-
crease of 4, owing to removals. The financial state-
ment showed a slight deficiency, owing to special ex-
penses. -

LEICESTER.—Chairman, Rev. J. J. Davies. Numeri-
54 on trial. Financial statement showed a small balance
in hand. It was rmeported the circuit had subscribed
48 8s. 6d. to the “Titanic” Fund. The meeting passed
a vote of condolence with the Rev. David Heath in the
loss of his wife. Reports were given of the District
Meeting, and a committee was appointed to make
arrangements for. the October District Meeting, which

-

enthusiasm. Another feature which attracted much at- |.

The District resolutions were read and report |

cal statement showed an increase of 13 members and |-

is to be held in Leicester. A vote of thanks was passed
to Revs. John Jay and R. J. Fletcher, who are leaving
the circuit in August.

SHANKLIN.—Rev. E. C. Bartlett presiding.  The
financial statement showed that the deficiency on the
circuit’ fund had been met by the profits realized at the
recent circuit convention, and after meeting the ex-
penses of the current quarter there was a balance of
42 6s. in the treasurer’s hands. 1t was reported that
nearly all the churches in the circuit had contributed
to the Local Preachers’ M.A.A, Fund. Steps were taken
for conducting evangelistic missions next winter. The
delegates took tea with the, Wesleyan friends, it being
their school anniversary.

LeEDS, HUNSLET.—Rev. R. F. Bell presiding. The
membership was. reported as being 4 less than last
quarter.  The trecasurer’s report showed a deficit of
£:35 10s. 10d. A resolution of appreciation of the service
rendered by Revs. W. A, H. Babidge and J. J. Graham’
during the past four years was adopted and placed on
record.

THORNE.—The quarterly meeting of the above was
held at Scotter, on Thursday last. Rev. J. Beaumont
Burman presided. At the close of the meeting a recog-
nition was made of the services of the chairman in the
circuit for five years—the longest on record. After the
meeting a service was held in the chapel, when Mr. W.
Cuoper, of Sheffield, predched an able sermon to a good
congregation. After the service, tea was provided by the
Scotter Church in the grounds kindly lent by Mr. W. C.
Eminson, of Scotter. A goodly company sat down to
\tea. Afterwards a “Gold and Silver Tree ? service was
held, presided over by Mrs. W. Cooper. The tree was
disrobed by Mrs. Knott, and the mottoes read by Mrs.
Burman. Mr. T. Dawson and Mr. G. T. Trimingham
expressed thanks to Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Eminson for
their kindness in throwing open their grounds for the
event. Rev. J. B. Burman expressed his pleasure in
the good work done by his colleague, the Rev. J. A,
Newton, and the hope that in his new sphere he would
be abundantly successful. Miss Eminson, of Scotter
Wood, presided at the piand, and songs were rendered
by the Misses Shirtliffe and Rev. J. A. Newton. The
financial result ‘was highly gratifying, reaching £33 3s.
—an amount which clears the circuit debt and leaves
a balance in hand. :

NEWPORT, HILL STREET.—Rev. G. Dixon Thompson
presided. 1Mill Street and Pontypool reported a good
quarter, conversions having taken place in both churches.
Messrs, Minhinnick and Wall gave reports of District
Meeting. The meeting expressed its deep regret af the
impending departure of the chairman. Several repre-
sentatives spolke in glowing terms of his ‘ministry as
pastor and preacher, and of his personal character.
Resolutions were passed expressing sympathy with the
families of Mrs. T. Williams and Mr. J. M. Hall, both
of Pontypool, who died during the quarter.

CREWE. — Rev. C. H., Goodman presiding. The
financial statement showed a slightly-increased deficit.
The District schedule showed an increased income on
account of the Missions and the College Fund, but a
decrease of Sunday School scholars, due to a stricter
method of calculation. Reports were given by repre
sentatives to District Meeting. A resolution” in ap-
preciation of the services of Rev. C. H. Goodman during
his twelve months’ stay in the circuit was heartily passed.
Special reference was made to Mr. Goedman’s diligence
and efficiency as a pastor, and to his deep interest in the
Sunday School.

DubpLry.—Chairman, Rev. J. L. Hookins. Votes of
sympathy were passed respecting two local preachers
(Messrs, S. Hyde and John Hyde) in very severe afflic-
tion. The treasurer’s statement showed a balancé in
hand. Rev. IV, Rhodes. intimated his intention to re-
move {rom the circuit at Conference, 1018, after four
years’ faithful; earnest, and valuable service. The meet-
ing adjourned till September 16th, on which ‘date the
state of the Sunday Schools and Churches.is to be con- ,
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.BURTON-ON-TRENT.- — The delegates were
tained to a sumptuous tea by Mr, and Mrs. J. G.
Mallins. The occdsion was one of unique interest, as
the host and hostess are approaching the celebration
of their golden wedding. After tea special reference
was made to this happy event, and a congratulatory
resolution enthusiastically passed. Mr. Mallins re-
sponded in -a brief and characteristic speech. Mr. Mal-
lins, by the way, is a delegate at the Hanley Conference.
The business meeting was presided over by Rev. James
Sarvent. The numerical returns are practicaily sta-
tionary, owing to the large number of removals from
the district. As this was tHe last quarterly meeting
prior to the retirement of Mr. Sarvent from the active
ministry, several members expressed their appreciation
of his services; and a vote was heartily passed according
to him the best wishes of the meeting for his future
happiness. The meeting heard with regret that Rev. W.
‘H. Faulkner had accepted an invitation to Leeds,
Roundhay Road, for the Conference of 1913. The mis-
sionary report stated that there was an increase onthe
previous year. Rev. T. P. Dale gave an interesting ac-
count of the District Meeting.

BarLEy.—Satisfactory reports were presented. Rev.
J. B. Stedeford was asked to continue next winter his
successful class for local preachers’ studies. Rev, H.
Rowe was congratulated on his election as chairman
of the Leeds District. In the “course of interesting
comments on the District Meeting, Mr. Rowe mentioned
that the Batley Circuit had contributed over £297 to
Connexional Iunds this (Connexional) year, and the
numerical strength of the circuit had been maintained.
1t was decided to hold a circuit convention in the
autumn, . Messrs.. D. Fox and W.. Rushby were re-
elected treasurer and sccretary respectively of the Cir-
cuit Missionary organization. .

STOURBRIDGE.—On the invitation of Mr. C. S. Halil,
the- meeting was held at Whittington Hall Farm. A
good number of "delegates from the various churches
attended, and the business was dispatched under
the presidency of Rev. S. Wright. Tea was pro-
vided by Mr. and Mrs. Hall, to whom a very apprecia-
tive vote of thanks was tendered for the excellent way
in which they had -catered for their guests. ‘

W.M.A. T

NoTTINGHAM (Redcliffe Road).—A garden party was
held on ‘Saturday, at Arnold, on the invitation of Dr.
and Mrs. Stenhouse. Tea was served in the orchard to
upwards of 130 guests, after which a meeting ‘was held
on the lawn. A cordial greeting was given to Rev,
J. and Mrs. Hinds, of "China. Mr, Hinds gave an in-
teresting account of the Chinese people and the churches.
Revs. 1. W. Rees, T. Scowby, and Mr. Percy 'offered
appropriate remarks, and thanks were given to Dr.,
Mrs., and :he Misses Stenhouse for the excellent hospi-
tality. Dr, Stenhouse, in responding, said that he
and his wife cherished the mos¢ happy remembrance of
the days they spent on the Chinese Mission fields. 46
were realized for the Missions. It was an ideal day,
and .imuch interest ‘was awakened in the Mission to
China. ’

enter-

- Anniversaries,

DupLEY (Wesley).—At Rose Hill Sehool anniversary
services the special. preacher for the day was Rev.
E. F. H. Capey, of Hanley. In the afterncon Nichol’s
cantata, “Earth and Heaven,” was most efficiently ren-
dered by the Wesley Choir, assisted by special soloists.
The feature of the day was the excellent singing of the
scholars, reflecting the highest possible credit on the
trainer, Mr, Joseph H., -Round. Collections realized
about £81. ;

SALFORD (Liverpool Street).—Most successful school
anniversary services were conducted by the President
(Rev. George Packer, D.D.). Mr. W. B. Willett pre-
sided at the afternodn service, when the sacred cantata,
“Jesus of Nazdreth,” was rendered by the choir. The
amount raised for school funds by the collections and
subscriptions, etc.} amounted to 429 5s. 6d, .

MANCHESTER  (Boston  Street).—At the Sunday
School anniversary Rev. J. H. Rodda (pastor) preached
to a good congregation morning and evening. In the
Jafternoon an object lesson “Danger Signals and Rocks
that Wreck” was given by 40 scholars, tutored by Sister
Lily, and Mr. William Ingram presided.” The bright
singing of the scholars was a special feature at each
service. On the Monday evening the object lesson
was repeated, Mrs. Godbert presiding, and at the close
a watch was presented to Sister Lily, who leaves Boston
Street after two years’ excellent service, Sister Lily was
also presented with a writing desk by the young ladies’
class, a silver-mounted umbrella by the “Women’'s
Own” and a book by the “Girls’ Parlour.” The col-
lections were a great advance on last year.

BIRMINGHAM (Washwood Heath).-—A very successful
garden féte was held on Saturday, July 6th, by the
kindness of Mr. and Mrs. William Bridgwater in the
grounds of Lubeck House, Ward End. The proceeds
in aid of the Church funds realized over £12.

BATLEY - (Zion):—Sunday :School anniversary sermofis
were preached by Revs. H. Rowe and A. H, Boyden,
B.A., B.D. Mr. Frank Newsome presuied_ at the
organ and Mr. J.-F. Ineson (organist and choirmaster)
conducted the singing. As usual, very large congrega-
tions assembled, the spacious chapel being quite filled
in the evening. The collections realized 465, an in-
crease on last year.
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STREATHAM (Riggindale Road). — Rev. Wm. Field
celebrated the fourth anniversary of his pastorate on
Saturday and Sunday last. .A large gathering of the
members attended a garden party in the grounds of Mr.
R. W. Essex, M.P, (kindly lent for the occasion), on
the Saturday. Tea was served on the lawn, part-songs
rendered by the choir, and a sketch, “The Laughter
Bureau,” was much appreciated. Various games were
indulged in. by the friends, and altogether a very
pleasant time was spent, the weather being ideal.
Special sermons ‘werc preached on the Sunday by Rev.
Wm, Field.

HARROGATE.—Sunday School anniversary services
were held on Sunday, July 7th. Special sermons were
preached morning and evening by Mr. Silas Hocking.
The church for both services was crowded to its fullest
extent. On Sunday afternoon a “Song Service” was
rendered by the Sunday School Choir_most creditably.
Ald. J. Chippindale, J.P.; occupied the chair. On Mon-
day evening a crowded congregation assembled in the
‘church to pear Mr. Hocking lecture on “God’s English-
men.”  The Mayor of Harrogate (Councillor |. S.
Rowntree) presided. The collections at all services were
taken on behalf of Sunday School funds.

Lo~NG EaTON (Mount Tabor).—The anniversary ser-
vices in connection ‘with the Sunday School proved
highly successful. After a lapse of twenty-nine years,
Rev. R. Wilton, of Norwich, again occupied the
pulpit, and his forcible and well-reasoned sermons were
greatly appreciated by the large congregations which

filled the beautiful church., Mr. Wilton also addressed’

the children in the afternoon. The singing, under the
conductorship of Mr. Israel Cordon, who completes his
twenty-first year in this position, was nicely rendered
and showed that great care has been talken in training.
A solo was sung by Miss Maud Hallam. The “col-
lections for the day realized £72. Mr. Wilton’s visit
will long be remembered.

BristoL (Redcliffe Crescent). — At the church an-
niversary services Rev. J. O, Keen, D.D., preached and
lectured to large congregations. .A musical service in
the afternoon was presided over by Mr. C. E. Beavis.
Mrs. Fred Abrahams auwd Miss B. Harris were the
principal soloists. At the evening service Miss Beatrice
Crabbe sang “Eternal Rest ” and “ Abide with me,” and
the choir, conducted by Mr. J. Wilkins, gave a mag-
nificent rendering of the “Hallelujah” Chorus. On
the Monday there was a well-attended public tea, fol-
lowed by Dr. Keen’s lecture on “Push, Pluck, and
Principle—the Muscle, Sinew, and Backbone of Suc-
cess.” There was a capital attendance. Mr. Albert
Casley presided. Towards the close of the meeting
Alderman Terrett handed the pastor of the church (Rev.
J. Thomas) a cheque for £29; which he had collected
from friends towards the work of the church. The gift
was accepted amidst the hearty and continued applause of
the congregation. Words of thanks spoken by Mr.
T. E. Morrish closed one of the most successtul an-
niversaries of recent years. The total proceeds were up-
wards of £40.

Presentation.

NorwicH (Field- Road).. — In connection with Rev.
James Stephens’s Wednesday Afternoon Class.a most

“successful garden party was held on the lawn of 30

Mount Pleasant, by kind permission of Mrs. W. Nichols,
on Thursday last. This took the form of a farewell
gathering to Rev. and Mrs. Stephens, and was under
the presidency of Mr. W. Hird. -Addresses were given
by the chairman and Messrs. J. N, Foot, C. E. Wood-
row, 1. Gay, and E. Gaze and Mrs. Green, exptessing
their high appreciation of the services rendered to the
church and circuit by Mr. Stéphens and his wife. Over
’ Valuable presentations were made
at the tea-table, Mr.. Hird handing to Mr. Stephens on

‘behalf of the members of the class, a magnificent kit-

bag, with all the most up-to-date fittings; Mrs. Hawkins
presenting to Mrs. Stephens a handsome silver spirit

kettle, with suitable inscription; and Mrs. S. Turner-

handing to Mrs. Stephens a beautiful morocco leather
handbag and purse, Rev. James Stephens feelingly
responded. He then proceeded to give to Miss Flossic
Hawkins an oak tray, with plated fittings, which he
trusted would be a reminder of her association with the
class. Miss Hawkins has been secretary and joint
organist, and has won the esteem of all with whom she
has come in contact. She is leaving the city to reside

in London, her marriage taking' place shortly. She
briefly acknowledged the gift. .
General.

HanpsworRTH (Villa Road).—The annual flower ser-
vices in connection with the Sunday School were re-
cently held. A good collection of flowers and other gifts
were brought by the teachers and scholars, and were
afterwards distributed amopgst the sick. The chair was
talten by ‘Miss Palmer, and Rev. S. Wright (Stour-
bridge) gave an appropriate address. . .

NORWICH (Calvert Street)—A circuit recognition ser-
vice to receive nine local preachers, now placed on full
plan, was held on Wednesday evening of last week, at
the .above church. Rev. R. Wilton presided, devotiogs
being conducted by Rev. F. Hanesworth, The chairman
called upon the brethren to give an account of their call
to the work of preaching, and also an account of their
conversion. "~ The speeches of the brethren were very in-
spiring and of a profitable character. The names of the
brethren who iwere recognized are: Messrs. G. Cleve-
Jand, H. Bray, ]J. Etheridge, E. Cushing, H. Scarlett,
G. Hall, H. Woodrow, C. Adcock, and A. Gaze. The
address was given by Rev. Jas. Stephens, and the pro-
ceedings closed with the Daoxology. -

LeicEsTER (Hill Street).—The seventh. annual garden
party was held at “Rocklands,” Stoney Gate, by per-
‘mission of Mr. and -Mrs. W. Barron. There was a
good attendance. The opening ceremony was performed
by a number of children, Miss Nellie Patterson de-
claring the garden party open, under the chairmanship
of Master Rowland A. Fox,

-religious life of the nation.

.musical composition.

The Ejection of 1662..

To the Editor of THE UNITED METHODIST.
DEAR ‘SIR, -

On St. Bartholomew’s Day, August 24th, 1662,
one of the most important events in English history
occurred. VOn that day about 2,000 ministers of the
Church of England being unable to give their unfeigned
assent and consent to the contents of the Book of Com-
man Prayer as demanded in the recently passed Act of
Uniformity, were deprived of their livings.

The history of our country contains nothing which
illustrates more expressively the supremacy of con-
science; and no event has been more formative in the
Amongst those who made
this supreme sacrifice were men like Thomas Goodwin
and John Owen; Matthew Poole, the commentator;
Thomas Manton, Joseph Caryl, John How, with his
lofty intellect; Joseph Allein, Flavel and Baxter.

The movement which these men led and which was
largely Presbyterian, naturally associated .itself with the
bodies of Dissenters already in existence, being after-
wards supplemented by the great Methodist Church and
its ‘various branches, and laid the foundation of the
Free Churches of the present day.

Surely it is fitting that this great spiritual triumph
should be adequately commemorated, and 1 beg to
solicit a portion of your valuable space to suggest that
special services should be held in our Free Churches on
Sunday, August 25th, the day after St. Bartholomew’s
Day, to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the fidelity
to consciende of the ecjected ministers. I should also
like to suggest that public demonstrations should be
arranged either on St. Bartholomew’s Day or later in
the year.

May I add that the Free Church Council has just pub-
lished an “Order of Commemoration -Service,” and we *
shall be happy to send copies of this to any who may
apply at the Memorial Hall.

Yours very truly,

F. B. MEVYER.

i

Memorial Hall, E.C.,
July 10th, '12.

Anniversary Music.

The “Clarence ” Selection, No. 82, “Sacred Composi-
tion ” Series. Music by Mr. A. Tiffany.

Evidently Mr. Tiffany is an. adept at this style of
His colleagues as hymn-writers
are Miss Lawrance A. Fish and Ronald F, Clare. In a.
sense neither department is specially distinguished, but
then the competition is so keen and wide. There are
features of value in this set notwithstanding. A choral
march, ¥ Steadfast and True,” forms the first number,
and gives a splendid chance to the basses in the verse,
with a special soprano obbligato in the chorus. There is
also a sweet little infant’s hymn, “Little friends of
Jesus, “that can be taught to any baby. The closing
hymn is also a success, set to the words, “The glory
of the day-time Glides onward to the West.” And over
the whole there is.an absence of sameness which is some-
times very marked. Schools will do very well to adopt
this selection or. any others of the series that are equal
to these. . '

Two Capital Booklets.

THE Young People’s’and Temperance League Com-
mittee is to be warmly congratulated on the first two
booklets which it has published—“ Have You Chosen? ”
by Rev. W. Rupert Clark, and .“How Bob became a
Church Member,” by Rev. W. P. Rhodes. Both book-
lets are intended to lead young people to decision for-
Christ and to become church members. They are most
excellently written. The youngest boy will be interested
in the story of “How Bob became a Church Member,”
and once he begins to read it he will have to go on to
the finish. It is a story capitally told. Mr. Clark’s
boolklet is suitable for girls and boys alike, and would
specially appeal to thoughtful and reasoning young
people. It has a literary touch about it which will de-
light them, and an abundance of most pertinent and
tﬁling illystrations. Every 'Sunday School teacher who
has his heart in his work and is responsible for the
training of boys and girls twelve years of age and up-
wards should invest in copies of both these booklets.
They can be had from ‘our Publishing House, 12 Far-
ringdon Avenue, London, E.C., at 7d. per dozen, post
free, or 8s. 6d. per hundred, post free.

Rev. W, KAYE DUNN, B.A., writes:

I am deeply touched by the gift of two 45 notes for
the starving women and children. Every penny will be
carefully spent in cases known to me by personal in-
quiry and visitation. One 45 comes from Lancashire
and the second from the far South—¢Dock children ”
(anon.). '

A NEW CURE FOR DEAFNESS.

A GENTLEMAN who has cured himself after suffering
for fourteen' years from Deafness and Noises in the
head, will be pleased to forward full particulars of -his
Remedy to all readers' of THE UNITED METHODIST,
post free. Write H. Clifton, 187 Somerset Chambers,
151 Strand, London, W.C. . '
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HOTELS. HYDROS,

BOARD RESIDENCES
AND

PRIVATE APARTMENTS_.

OUR

(SEASIDE AND COUNTRY).

HoLiDAY DIRECTORY

RECOMMENDED BY

U M.C. MINISTERS
AND

OTHERS.

“U.M.” denotes that the
Advertiseprs are members
and friends of the United
Methodist Church.

—Mrs. 1. REES, “Graig-

ABERYSTWYTH, o' 5852 “Stect

Apartments, central positien, three minutes' walk from
station and sea- U.M.

BLAGKPODL — Mrs. THOMAS, 12 Albert
| |

Road. Apartments. Public and
private. Board optional.

BLAGKPOOL, ~ ez o

— Blenheim Mount, Tyldesley
Terrace, Promienade. Public

or private Apartments, with or without board.
emoderate.—Turner and Hadley.

Terms
U.M.
Finest Position in Blackpool.

FOR A PLEASANT HOLIDAY GO'TO

CORDON’S, LONG EATON HOUSE,
'NORTH PROMENADE (Facing Sea).

Tariff on Application. Public and Private
Apartments, uU.

BIDEFORD, ~z8 % omnments i Biaciond sod

Westward Hol apply to R. Dymond and Son,
House Agents, Bideford.
BLACKPooLl—ﬁrst-class House. Leading

position on sea front, board-
residence or without board, from 17s. 6d. weekly. Write
for illustrated tariff. Proprietress, Sandown House,
Tyldesley Terrace, Promenade. U.M.

— Misses PILLING, Alma

BLAGKP“UL House, 25 Banks Street NIVS[

Public and Private Apartments, Facing sea.

BLACKPOOL, 3, FE NN INGTON, 7

Upper Adelaide Street.
Public and Private Apartments. 5 minutes either
station. No intoxicants. U.M.

BLAGKP“UI_ —Mrs. SCHOFIELD, Norfolk
. ]

House, 19 Banks Street. Pubhc

and Private Apartments. Sea view.
BLAGKPOOL., o et o “shire.

Public or private sitting room. U.M
BLAGKP““L —Mrs. MACFARLANE, 1 Car-
shalton Road, North Shaere.
Private Apartments. Closeto sea and cars. U.M.
BLAGKPOOL —Mrs. HILTON, 6 Rutland Gate,
Claremont Park Superior Pri-
vate Apartments. Facing Sea. U.M.
BLAGKP“OL —Mrs., BEARDSLEY, 18 Low-
s rey Terrace. South Shore.
Homely Apartments. Near sea. Piano, U.M.
BDURNEMU“TH —Durley Hall. A bright
s Christian home, well
known for comfort and excellent table. Electrophone
to hear Church Services, and Winter Garden Concerts.
Near the sea. Billiards. Moderate terms.—Tel. 1453.
Manwaring.
BRIDL'“GTUN —Mrs. BIRKETT, Glencoe
s Villa, Pembroke Terrace.
Full sea view, Overlooking Spa. Board, Prlvate or
Permanent Home. Well recommended. U.M,
BRIDLINGTDN ___Miss FIRTH, Bradford
"~ House, Marshall Avenue,
Comfortable Apartments, near sea. Would like couple,
or two ladies, to share home. U.M.

DLINGTou -Foley’'s Restaurants. Choirs,
BR' s Schools, etc., catered for,
Dining rooms overlook sea. Tariff of menu per return
post. Proprietor. G. T. Foley.
BB'DLINGTD“ — New Spa Private Hotel,

. unrivalled position. Full
sea view. Good boating and bathing. Separatetables.
Good cooking., Nearest golf links. Ministers reduced
terms.—Apply. Proprietress, Mrs. Coates.
BRIGHTUN —Mrs. H. BROWN, 91 Richmond

s Street. Suitable for servants'
holiday.  Sitting and bedrooms. Comfortable.
Moderate. U.M.
(NEAR).—Good Farmhouse Apartments, or
BUD Board. One sitting and three bedrooms.
Bracipg air; splendid land apd sea view.—Barrable,
Ivyleaf Farm. Stratton, Cornwall. UM.
—HADDON HALL HYDRO (LTD.).
BUXT“N--—Charmms position; most comfort-
able; Radium water treatment a speclahty season
terms 2% guineas to 3% guineas inclusive; 'Phone4 ;
Telegrams, Haddon Hall, Buxton.—]J. Llltle Managing
Director.

ALESGENTS and others requiring
GON restful change are re-
ceived at the Southern Homes of Rest, Lancing-on-Sea,
near Worthing,at moderate charges. Healthful climate;
facing sea ; liberal dietary. Christian temperance prin-
ciples. Nearbracmgdowns Seaand country combined.
Reduced fares.—Secretary, 6 Clephane Road, Canon-
bury, N.

LAs (1.0.M.)—LONSDALE'S, Britannia
Duuc House. Closeto Park and Promenade.
Established over 25 years. Write for booklet. U.M.

GLAs (.0.M.) — KELLY'S, Rotherham
DD House, Broadway. Splendid situation.
Genial company. Home from home.

GLAs (I 0 M ) — Miss NETTLE,
Dou Leighton House, 9
Clifton Terrace, Broadway. Apattments. with or
without board, U.M.

The Favourile Home in London for Abstainers.

WEesST CENTRAL HOTEL

FIRST-CLASS HOTEL FOR LADIES & GENTLEMEN,
Accommodation for about 200 Guests,

ly Re-decorated.  Pronounced by the Press the
Ren;::“v Ta':nnslanuo Hotel in the United Kingdom.

Convenientfor City or West End—Business or Pleasure.

1y commended by Sir William Hartley, J.P.. Rev.
]l)igl]dyngmh Rev. Johryl Thornley, Rev. Dinsdale T. Young,
and thoussnds of Guests from all parts of the wor 1d.

Excellent Coffes, Drawing and Reading Rooms.

APARTMENTS, SERVICE AND 5/.
TABLE D'HOTE BREAKFAST FROM

SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON.

Full tariff and Guide on application to
FREDERIC SMITH & SONS,

UM. |

—Mrs. SMITH, 11 Elmhurst
Road. Furnished Apart-

Near sea and beach. UM
EASTBB“RNE — Board-residence, pleasant

» and comfortable. Good
central position and quiet, near sea and park. Good
cooking and home comforts. Terms moderate (stamp
for particulars).—Mrs. Street, Ripley House, Lushing-

ton Road.
— Good Furnished Apartments or Board-

EXETER Residence. Comfortable Home.—Mrs.

Foale, 18 Haldon Road.

FELIXSTUWE — Gibson's Private Temper”
] s ance Hotel,

lished ; economical, Christian home from home,
sea, promenade. Large grounds with fine sea views.
Tennis, croquet;: balcony; lawn teas, picnics, socia-

bility. Telephone 77.
_ Fl.u‘nishedV Apartments or

FEL|XSTOWE' Board-residence. Close to

beach and pier,~Mrs. Eve, 4 Cavendish Road. °

DOVERCOURT.

ments.

Near

1

— S

LIVERPOOL ——SHAFTESBURY TEMPER-

. ANCE HOTEL, Mount
Pleasant (five minutes' walk from Lime Street and
Central Stations). Homelike and moderate. Mount
Pleasant Cars from Pier Head and Castle Street, near
Exchange Station, stop at door. Night Porter. Tel. :
Shaftesbury Hotel Liverpool. ‘'Phone 3882 Royal.
LLAN DUDNU —Beautiful situation, south as-
pect, two minutes from sea

and promenade; well-aired beds. bath, etc.—Misses

. Stratton, Fron- dlnon. Rosebery Avenue, Craig-y-don,

' LLANDUDNO.

long estab™ |

Llandudno.

—"“APSLEY" Boarding Resi-
dence. Charmingly situated
opposite pier. Higbly recommended. Special atten-
tion to cuisine and service. Table d'hote, 6.30, separate

tables. Moderate.—Mrs. John Parcy,” -
— At 44 Torrington Square,

LnNDON w c Visitors will find good

rooms, substantial breakfast and table d'hote dinner,
from 4s. 6d, daily, Bed and Breakfast 3s. Special
weekly terms.—Mrs. Newman. Phone 4461 City.

Bed and Breakfast, 5/= each person.
at both Hotels.

70-71 EUSTON SQUARE.
R B ZE

WILD’'S HOTELS

(FIRST-CLASS TEMPERANCE)

30-40 LUDGATE HILL, LONDON.

‘Central for Charing Cross, Cannon Street and
Holborn Viaduct Stations for the Continent,

Four-course Luncheon 1/6 daily, Sundays excepted,
Open to non-residents.

Close to Euston, Midland and G.N.R. Stations. Handy for
early and late trains.

Central for business and pleasure.

‘“VISITORS TO LONDON."”

) 7 $o 10 minutes' walk to City Temple and City Road Chaped.

TRANTER'S

FIRST-CLASS
- TEMPERANCE
HOTEL,

'8 to 9 Bridgewater Square, BARBIGAN, LONDON.

Two minutes from Alders¢ate Street Rallway Station, Six minutes from St. Paul's Cathedral and G.P.O.
auiet, homellke, and very central.
ts, 813 to 6/- each person per night. No charge for attendance.

:i}ll lneesof interest, Absolutely
TarouemouTr. Night Porter.

ESTABLISHED 1869.

Write for *

Near
Bed snd Bleak(ast. Including Boots and
Tea, from 1/- to 1/8. ELECTRIC LIGKT

‘How to Spend a Week In Londom,’” and Tariff, Free.
Telesrams: " HEALTHIEST,” LONDON,

Telephone : 868 CENTRAL.

WM. LOSSOCK (late of Peebles, Scotland), Propricter and Hanager,

First-Class Temperance.
Pasaenger LIft.

e DEVONSHIRE HOUSE HOTEL,

12 BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHOUT,

(Oppoalte Liverpool Street Station.)

Replete with every oomfort.
Exoeptlonally quiet and well-furnished bedrooms.

EC-

Eleotrio Light throughout.

— Mrs. ALLEN, East View.

GORLESTON' Pier Plain. Apattnz]er;/tls

facing sea. Vacant July to August 3rd.

GT. YARMOUTH.

— Mrs. RICHES, Dart-
ford House, Apsley Rd.

Boarders. Home comforts. Liberal table. Moderate
charges. One minute from pier. U.M.
___Imperial Hydro, opposite

HARROGATE.

Gardens. Near all Baths.
Tel, 42,—Manageress.
— Small Furnished

HEXHAM-ON-TYNE, St Furnished

h. and ¢. Near golf course.—Mrs. Stuttard, 11 High
Buxswell Avenue. U.M.

" Pump Room and Valley
Phy. From 7s.6d. per day.

— St. Petroc..‘ Coqurtgzl?le,
!!:fnﬁﬂEE!‘"QEhe,:e;:sza?z:ﬂ:se.. tiind

tables, good cuisine. Good place to spend your
summer boliday. Terms 30s. to 35s.—U. Chadder.
ILFRAGOMBE —Osborne Private Hotel. On
s level. Minute sea, Capstone
Parade, and bathing beaches. Sixty bedrooms. Small

tables ; good cooking; excellent menu. Home comforts
with inclusive terms.—F, Collins, Proprietor.
— Comfortable Furnished

ILFRAGUMBE- Apartments or Board

Residence. Pleasant situation, Terms moderate and
inclusive,~Huggins, 90 St. Brannock's Road. U.M.

LONDON —Board-residence for Music and Art
s Students, Teachersand Lady Visitors.

—TFor terms, apply to Mrs, H, Woodward-Reynolds,
Beauchamp Lodge, Warwick Crescent, W.

LONDON.

—WOOLLACOTT'S TEMPEkANCE
HOTEL, Stamford Street, Waterloo.

Est. 40 years. Very moderate charges. Central for
Strand, City, West End. Electric light. Bright
homelike.

LONDON VISITORS. 7 5uberor. "somes
optional, or bedroom and breakfast daily or weekly.

Moderate, Central. Comfortable. Write requirements.
—Manageress, 41 Bernard Street, Russell Square (facmg

tube).
LONDON VISITORS. oty st Tecne

and Sheffield), 66 Southfield Road, Bedford Park, W.
Partial board; day or week. .M.

MABLETHORPE.

— Mrs. H., SUMMERS,
Westbourne, Victoria

Road. Homelike and Comfortable Apartments or
Board. Good beds; good cooking; kind attention.
w.c. U.M, Home. Moderate terms, U.M.

—Misses PICKERING.

M 0 R E c A M B E = Beach Mount, Victoria

Esplanade. Public and Private Apartments. P{Jonl\)le

comforts,

M URECAM B E —Central. Comfortable Apart-

« ments, Close to Promenade.

Splendid posmon Terms moderate.—Mrs. Morris,
*Sans Souci,” 7 Northumberland Street.

THE “UNITED METHODIST”

Holiday Directory

Of Hotels, Hydros, Board-Residences, and Private Apartments

(Seaslde and GCountry),

marvellously effective, . . .

"An Advertiser

The 2s. advt. I sent for insertion in your * Holiday Directory '’ was

It brought between 40 and 50 visitors

to the place, including two of our ministers, to the great advantage of

our local Church, and the satisfaction of those who were moved by it.

We all acknowledge our indebtedness to the ' U. M.” as an advertising
medium. -

Writes :

SPECIAL PREPAID TERMS TO UNITED METHODISTS ONLY.

2 lines (average 7 words to the line).

6 wegks -
13

9

26 9 - -

- - 2s.
- - as,
- - 7s. 6d.

Beyond 2 lines an extra charge is made per line.

P& ADVERTISEMENTS for the next Issus can be received up till © a.m. TUESDAY. -au

All communications should be addressed to the ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER,

“ United Methodist,” 12 Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C.
MMWWMWWWW

“Clermont. Wootton, 1.W.

87 17s. 6d.

18-Day Tour to CLARENS-MONTREUX.

Extended Tours to CHAMONIX,
ZERMATT, GRINDELWALD, etc., etc.

£8 12s. 6d.
18-Day Tour to LUGANO.
SHORT SEA ROUTE. NO EXTRAS.

Secretary, Free Church Touring Gulld,
Memeorial Hall, Ludgate Circus,-

London, E.C.
GORNWALL — FARM HOUESE apartments, 1%

miles from sea. Also Devonshire
Cream at 1s. 1d. per 31b, 2s. per Ib. Carriage paid.—
Write "' Heather.” c/o UniTep METHODIST Office, 12
Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C. U.M.

CORNWALL_— Comfortably FURNISHED coun-

try COTTAGL, four bedrooms,
anotherout. Good eycling centre. Beautiful scenery.
Trout fishing. Cheap to Wesley Guild party or Chris-
tian Endeavour.—Miss Dawe, Trevadlock. Lewannick,
Launceston U.M.

CORNWALL —FARMHOUSE, 3 bedrooms and

JmBen sittingroom, Sandy beach. Home
comforts. Bracing air.—Hill, Treligea, Delabole. U.M.

EASTBOU RN E.—Stoneleigh Boarding House,

99 Pevensey Road., Visited
Ly Wesleyans and others. Terms according to season,
S:amped envelope, —Particulars Miss Sullivan. U.M.

THE BEAUTY SPOT OF

DOUGLAS ,

Rowr.anns MoNa, very highly recommended by
many ministers, doctors and others. Replete
with all the comforts of a refined- kome. Terms
strictly m-derate.
Addtess Mrs. ., B. ROWLAND, ‘Rowlands
Mona, 31 Loch Promenade.

— Mrs, PEARSON, West-

MUREGAMBE morland House, Brighton

Terrace. Facing sea and lake mountains. Homely
U.M.

Apartments.
— Paying Guests received in

PLYMOUTH comfortable Metbodist home.

Ideal holiday centre.—Mrs. Stenlake, 65 Connaught
U.M.

Avenue.
-— Mrs. Park

pRESTATYN House, Board-residence cr

‘Apartments. Near to Station, sea. and mountains. U.M.

PRESTATYN, N. WALES, 7} 25

“Rosewood,” VlctnnaAvenue Apartments ; mountain
scererv, lovely walks, driving. sea. bathing.

RAMSEY (l 0 M ) ments, close to

Mooragh Park and Shore. 3 minules from golf links.
—Mrs. ]J. J. Fargher, Glen View House, Station Road.
U.M

H 0 TH E SAY, Boarding Establishment (Chris-

tian). Finely situated. Own grounds. Overlooking
the sea. Extensively patronised by Christian people
from all parts. 29th year.—Prospectus from Colin
Campbell, Proprietor, Argyle Lodge.

SGARBGRDUGH — Mrs, POTTAGE,

Trafalgar Square.
Comfortable Apartments; one minute sea, gardens,
park, and trams. Terms moderate Piano and organ,

SHAN KLIN (LW.) — Comfortable Apartments.

Central. —Mrs. Arnold, 2 Gordon
U.M.

PITCHFORD,

— Comfortable Apart-

SCOTLAND. — CAMPBELL'S

55

Cottage, Western Road.

SOUTHDOWNS HYDRO, Rocsie;Feier=
An ideal health and holiday resort, “Sea and pine™
air. Excellent cuisine, separate tables. billiards, tennis,

croquet, golf, Hydropalhlc treatment, massage, etc.
{llustrated booklet on application.—W. Botham, Ph.C

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, Zrigpt “bavey

holiday home.
Open all the year round. Close to sea and country.
Terms from 12s.6d. Reduced railway fare. Stamped
envelope.— Miss Shinpard. 2 Wooderange Drive.

su UTH pu RT —Miss DAVIES, Baden House,

46 Promenade Supenor

Apartments or Board. Best central situation. Every
home comfort. U.M.
s 0 u T H P 0 R T » KENWORTHY’S HYDRO.

Near churches, Pier,

Lord Street. Visitors or Patients accommodated,
Lounge. Lift. 120 bedrooms. Resident Physician.
Turkish, Radiant Heat, Hydro, and Electric Baths.
Terms, from 38/6 weekly to 6/- daily. Tel. 80. Tele-
grams. " Kenworthy's.”— Apply Manasgeress.

su“TH PORT —MATLOCK HOUSE, 60 Bath

Street. Apartments or Board,
Near Promenade, Lord Street, churches, Real Metho-
dist bome, well-furnished. Hnghly recommended by
ministers. Piano, bath. Invalids specially studied.—

Mrs. Hall.
— Comfortable well-furnished

SOUTHPORT apartments.  Very central,

Pleasantly situated. Well recommended. —-Mrs Hirst,
7 Duke Street.

S. DEVON.

—Apartments or Board-Residence.

Quiet, pleasant situation, Near sea,
railway, trams. Comfortable home. Good cooking.
Terms moderate. Personal supervision. Stamp.—Miss
Eva Witheridge, Goveton, Fortescue Road Preston.
Paignton.

TORQUAY.

Paying Guests.

—Miss MARTIN, Woodland Lodge,
Chelston. Private Apartments, or
Near sea and station. U.M.

would LET for month or six weeks, FUR-
u.M. NISHED VILLA. — Particulars, " A;Jpllzy

— Minister’s
daughter, ex-

WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA,

nurse, has Apartments or Board-residence. Perma-
nent or otherwise.—40 Burdett Avenue. U.M.
WESTOLIFF, — i, MiLLs, - Noron.:
ments. Twelve mmutes sea. Minute park and h-ams.
Moderate.

WESTON- SUPER-  MARE, — == ‘::5:{;'

central, or board-residence, from one guinea weekly,
—Hockin. 6 Walliscote Grove. UM

WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 2eeimens:
out board. South aspect.—Mrs, Stevens, Lisdoon
Varna, Beaufort Road.

WHITBY.’

Home comforts
Eatrican (stamp),

—" Sunnyholme.” Holiday Guest House
; (Cbristian) near sea, river, moors,
Garden. From 253. weekly.— Miss
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Paper Covers - 1d. Limp Cloth- - 1/6
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These prices are U M
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Temperance Hymnal

These pnoes are
CONTAINING 205 HYMNS, WITH
A SHORT ORDER OF SERVICE,

London : UNITED METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSRE,
12 FARRINGDON AVENUE, E.C,

Application for Advertisement Space in this
Paper should be made to
ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER,

12 Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C

On receipt of P.O., for Is. 6d. sent to W. J. AIBBS,
BROMLEY, KENT, the following will be sent Post
. Pree :

ONE COPY OF

‘W. H. JUDE’S NEW
MISSION HYMNAL

.Words and Music of 10f Musical Settings of Popular

and Original Hymns,
ONE COPY OF

TWENTY-FOUR HYMNS

by late Miss ADA ROSE,

PADDINGTON.

CORY’S HOTEL.

¢
(Family and Commercml ) 1

7 SPRING STREET.

VERY QUIET YET CENTRAL. Opposite entrance to |
Departure Plaiform, G.W.R., iwo minutes to Metropolitan and !
Central London (Tube) Railways.

Most convenient for City and West End.
BEDROOM (including light and attendance):
Single, from 2/6. Double, from 4/s,

Parties catered for at moderate charges.

. ’ Proprictor, W. J. CORY,
Late Manager, Ashton's.Hotel.
NicuT PoRTER.

Telephone 2390 Pappin GTON,

Send for New Catalogue

— OF —

REWARD
BOOKS.

LONDON :
United Methodist Publishing House
12 Farringdon Avenue, E.C.

Memomsr
CHURCH

MONTHLY
one PENNY.

COMMENCED 1894,

HAPPY HOMES
AND
HOW TO MAKE THEM.

Use COMPO

FOR

WASHING EVERYTHING.

COMPO makes the glassware brightest

including '‘Have Falth in Qod,*’ ‘‘Master’s Touch.'’

THE

ROBERT STATHER PERFEGT PIANOS

are the very Finest Value in the Country.

WRITE NOW FOR FULLY ILLUSTRATED LIET.

POST FREE TO ANY ADDRESS,

ROBERT STATHER'S

Princess Piano.
Vertical fron Grand. Height 4'll. 2in.

In finely finished Chippendale case, with
light Sheraton lines in panels—Ilatest metal
frame—improved sound - board—tape check
action, .perfect in repetition. Truly an
artist’s piano. List Price 39 guineas.

Special Reduced Terms.

~17/6 per month,
Total to pay,; 33 gulneas.

Other torms may he arranged. Liberaldiscount for cash.

PERFECTION TONE AND TOUCH.

ROBERT STATHER'S

Holborn Piano.

Overstrung Grand.  Helght 4ft. 2in.
Quite a New Model.

In handsome Chippendale case of unique ~

design—finely finished—complete metal
frame—overstrung scale—check repeater

underdamper action,&tc.—best ivory keys.

Tone like a horizontal grand.
List Price 48 Guineas.

SPECIAL REDUCED TERMS,
21/- per month.
Total to pay, 42 gulneas.

Other terms may be arranged, or liberal
discount for cash.

Write now-for ROBERT STATHER'S latest List

of Organs and Pianos. Every Instrument

of the very Highest Quality and absolutely
the Finest Value in the Kingdom.

Cheap Chairs

For Churches, Chapels,
Missions & Schoolrooms,

FROM

1s. 8d.

EACH.-

Buy from the Factory. |
Save Middle Profits.

MEALING BROS,,
* High Wy'corghe.

My. Pollard's thrilling Book of Hair-.
breadth Escapes in the Mission Field:

Tight Corners
in China.

By Rev. SAMUEL POLLARD,

Missionary among the Miao in
South-West Ching.

ONE SHILLING NET. Postage 3d. extra.

London:
United Methodist Publishing House,
12 Farringdon Avenue, E.C,

BILLY BRAY

The ng s Son,

COMPO makes the wash-day lightest
COMPO makes the clothing whitest
COMPO makes the household healthy
COMPO makes the housewife wealthy
COMPO smells as sweet as honey
COMPO saves no end of money
COMPO saves both time and labour Complete Edition, Paper Covers,

RECOMMEND IT TO YOUR NEIGHBOUR. 6d. post free.

lx COMPO A Splondid Enlargement 9 /6 | e

of any Photograph for . ...

Delicateiy and Artistically Finished by competent
Artists in an indelible process,

Size 12 Inches by 10 inches, mounted on India tint

plate sunk mount. '

ROBERT STATHER, T o,
187 Seven Sisters Road, Finsbury Park, London, N. -

ESTABLISH ED 1870.

F. W. BOURNE

If you have not tried it, ask your Grocer for it.

A HANDBOOK OF
CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE.

By Rev. W. J. TOWNSEND, D.D,

Send any Photograph together with P.O. and in 10

days you will receive a work of art that will charm

and surprise you. Your original photograph will be-
returned at the same time undamaged.

154 pages. Paper covers, Gd. net; by post, 8d.

Cloth cover, 184 net; by post, 18« 2d Address: Manager, ‘‘ Unlted Methodlst,"*

12. FARRINGDON AVENUE, LONDON,. B.C.

**The ground is covered briefly but not superficially
The style is interesting.''—The Preachers®' Magazine.
When replying to ADVERTISEMENTS

please mention
“UNITED METHODIST.”

ANDREW CROMBIE, 12 Farringdon Avenue. London, E.0.
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