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Jesus in the Nineteenth .Century and After.

BY REV. H.

J. PICKETT.

The book bearing the above title, and now acces-
sible for the first time to English readers, deserves,
and will undoubtedly command, a very wide circula-
tion. In the German original it has won great dis-
tinction since its first appearance in 1903, and the
thanks of all interested in Christological questions will
be readily given to the translator and pupil, Mr.
Alban G. Widgery, M.A., who has evidently found a
real joy in introducing his master, Dr. Weinel, to a
still larger public. In its English form, as the trans-
lator confesses, the book is often an adaptation,
amounting almost to dual authorship, an arrange-
ment often making it difficult to know when we are
reading the master and when the pupil. The treat-
ment throughout is such a delightful blend of scholar-
ship and reverence, revealing such a complete know-
ledge of the vast Christological literature of the last
century, as to secure for it in England a position
quite unique, constituting in itself a miniature refer-
ence library of the chief discussions of the last century,
concerning 'the supreme figure of history. We pay
this tribute to the value of the book the more eagerly
that we are compelled to differ profoundly and
utterly from what appears to be the main position of
the authors. A review of the book is not here
attempted nor desired. The reasons for our diver-
gence will, however, appear as we set down certain
general impressions, bearing upon what is so crucial
for our Faith and for our Churches.

L. )

One reads afresh the commanding and unapproach-
able place of Jesus in the wealth of intellectual ie-
search, criticism, and discussion of which Jesus is tle
centre, and of no century has that been more con-
spicuously true than the century which has just closed.
In the Gospels, which—despite the -criticism sum-
marised by our authors—still remain for us the norm
or standard by which we approach the study of the
historical Jesus, we read what was true then, but, as
this book conclusively proves, is much more true now,
that ‘“ He could not be hid.”” Dr. Weinel has done
an incalculable service in summoning this long pro-
cession of learned witnesses to confirm the accurate
and discerning judgment of our oldest Gospel. 1t is
impossible for the intellect to ignore Jesus. Men may
deny His essential Godhead, as this book does; they
may criticise, oppose, even revile, as is the case with
some quoted by our authors—and whom it is not
necessary to further advertise—but they cannot escape
Him. As students of philosophy, psychology, ethics,
social science, aye, even of political economy, Jesus
must be reckoned with. The bed-rock truth is, that
Jesus is so interwoven with the centuries, has so pro-
foundly influenced them all, is so completely their
hope and answer, that men of schools entirely diverse,

_{ even antagonistic, moving in realms of thought worlds

apart, must, in interpreting history, face this unique
personality, so human, so much more than human,
that the question voiced by Jesus Himself as He
approached the crisis of His transfigured glory recurs
to every thoughtful inquirer, and is urged with ever-
insistent pressure—‘‘ Who say ye that Tam?’’ How-
ever our conclusions may diverge, and for reasons
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which will appear just now, we cannot withhold our
wonder and joy at this compelled tribute of what may
be described as the intellectual aristocracy of the last
century to the supremacy of Jesus. Of this we may
be sure: One who so challenges the intellect does nct
fear it. One who so compels and holds attention
shirks no investigation. And the inevitable con-
clusion must be, that One who so survives the search-
ing inquest of thought, research, and criticism,
living on to challenge the centuries ‘“ after,”” must be
more and better than the best thought has yet con-
ceived, or the noblest statement set forth.

II.

We rise from the study of this laborious research of
a century on the part of some of its keenest intellecis
in England, Germany, and France to mark afresh
the significance of the old question of Zophar: ‘‘ Can
a man by searching find out God?’’ We are moved
as much by the pathos of the story here reviewed as
by its wonder and greatness. For the failure of the
purely intellectual and scientific to understand or to
interpret Jesus is writ large across all the strenuous
record. ‘‘We have two aims in view,’’ says the trans-
lator. ‘“We would present an account of Jesus as
He appears to us in the light of a scientific study of
the historical records. We would then, as our chief
task, describe how leading men and the great move-
ments of the century have regarded Jesus in relatizn
to the problems that have arisen.”” But surely the
first aim can only be realised as Jesus is examined in
the light of the records of the Gospels and the Epistls
(certainly these as the earliest), and as ITe was con-
ceived and interpreted by the men and the age nearest
to Him in historical perspective! Our complaint is
that this is not attempted. Paul’s conception of
Jesus, for example, is not even mentioned, and, for
all this book knows, Paul might be as mythical as a
Greek legend. Nor are the Gospels examined, except
as they are interpreted, in the main, by writers whose
standpoint, like that of the authors, is humanistic, or
scientific and intellectual. Our submission is, that to
such an attitude Jesus must always be unknown.

It is the old difference of Anselm and Abelard in
the middle centuries. ‘‘ Believe, that thou mayest
know,”” said the first. ‘‘ Know, that thou mayest
believe,”” said the second. The intellect is not the
appointed way of entrance into the kingdom of the
affections. We enter other kingdoms by the faculty
or instrument which interprets them—literature by
letters, music by notes, mathematics by numbers, ar.d
God, Jesus, Religion, by love. ‘“He that loveth
Me,”’ said Jesus, in the great manifestation chapter,
““shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him,
and will manifest myself unto him.”’ Sincerity is
not enough, there must be surrender. Intellect is
good, love is better. In every other realm the intel-
lect reaches a point beyond which it cannot go, and
we are up against the unknown. Small wonder,
then, that of the Infinite as revealed in Jesus the
intellect alone confesses failure, or, as here, reduces
Jesus to the level of the purely human. '

III.

At this point we touch the fringe of what may be
described as the thieme of themes. The persistence
and steadily advancing supremacy of Jesus is the
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master fact of this hour, and it holds the key of the
future. It is, surely, an axiom of science, that ‘‘ every
effect must have an adequate cause.”” Yet, on the
thesis of this book, that Jesus was only a son of God,
as every man is & 'son of God, that he is simply ‘‘ the
good and powerful man of Nazareth’' (p. 30), we
have in this century, in all the centuries since
Bethlehem, eflects infinitely beyond: any luman
cause, Ilistory breaks off into a new beginning with
Jesus. What other ‘‘ religious genius or saint’’ would
be allowed to arrest men’s reckoning, so that the
authors of this book are bound to describe the century
just closed as only the nineteenth? And the ex-
tended title ‘“ and after ’’ is a misnomer on the basis
of this bock. Mr. Widgery says: ‘‘ The truth He
(Jesus) reveals may, indeed, be final for religion.
Tha influence He exerts may never be surpassed.’’
May! But how can he tell? What the purely
human has done, however excellent or great, has been
not only equalled but surpassed. How is it that
th> purely human evolution .ceased so long ago as
Jesus, and that, granted the human produced this
lype, what right has twentieth-century science to say
that Nature broke the mould? No. On - the
¢ purely historical and scientific method *’ Jesus is not
cxplained. He'is a greater problem than ever. What
of His own claim? Would the world havé tolerated
it in any man,” however eminent? What of His
effects during these centuries? What of the bene-
ficent growths owing their gracious ministry, not to
admiration of Him simply, nor to His teaching, but
to the purest worship and passionate homage such as
enly ehould be offered to or received by the One we
Know as God! Experience ia a better teacher than
the unsurrendered intellect, and the experience of
uncounted thousands leaps up to confirm the glowing
{ribute and whole-souled homage of Peter, as, answer-
ing His appeal for love, they say: ‘‘ Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the Living God.””

‘“SHOUTS'' OF PRIMITIVE
METHODISM,

THE

By Rev.

—

T. Stephenson‘.

had the pleasure this year of attending the annual
missionary meetings held in the Metropolitan Tabernacle,
and all present must have felt the spiritual uplift of such
magnificent meetings. I was especially attracted by a
happy reference made by Rev. Thomas Phillips in his
able and vigorous address. Speaking of the fine work of
Professor Peake, he said he had put the shouts of Primi-
tive Methodism into his books. It may be a comfort to
those who bewail the lack of audible responses in our
churches at the present time to know that those shouts,
expressions of true religious feeling, are still heard, even
by those outside the pale of our own community. The
same holy passion which characterised our fathers is
finding effective expression in the luminous expositions
of Christian truth by Professor Peake, the fine historical
sketches of Rev. H. B. Kendall, the excellent romances
of Rev. J. Ritson, the realistic pictures of “ men on fire ”
by Mr. W. M. Patterson, the real live stories of Ramsay
Guthrie and Rev. Samuel Horton, and in the able and
dauntless championship of popular causes by Revs. A. T.
Guttery, W. Younger, and others in the columns of the
Leader.

Not less audible are the shouts of Primitive Methodism
m the social work of our Church. Rev. Thomas Jackson
has long found an effective outlet for his love and com-
passion in the many social agencies he has set in opera-
idon for feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, healing
the sick, giving rest to the weary, and in his tender care
lor the poor in general, Our South-east London Mission
s another passionate outburst of true religious feeling,
vhich is heard not only in this but in other lands. Time
vould fail me to tell of Clapton and other centres where
they are putting the vigorous shouts of Primitive
dethodism into their many and varied social ministries;
ind indeed, in many of our churches there are those whose
woices seldom, if ever, rise in public prayer (we wish they
lid), yet they are giving expression to the true spirit of
he Master in many helpful ways.

Terhaps the loudest shout of all is in the guickened in-
erest in missionary enterprise which is sweeping over
mr churches. The inspiring meetings in the Tabernacle
vere but the climax of a record year in our missionary
qstory ; and as the spread of missionary literature,
epecially among our young people, removes that defec-
ive knowledge referred to by the President, that interest
vill deepen and broaden until we take a worthier place
auong those churches seeking the full realisation of the
sorld-wide purpose of redeeming love.

We have been khown by our shouts in the past. It was
w discredit to ns that we merited the name of “ ranters.”
\s Spurgeon once happily put it, “ ranting is better than
anting.” Our fervent proclamation of the Gospel mes-
age is still needed on the camp-ground and the village
reen, in the market square and the busy street. We
aust still seek to arrest the careless crowd by crying:
Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of
be world.” T rejoice, however, that the fervency of
'rimitive Methodism is also finding expression in the
lear, spiritual guidance given by her cultured sons, in
ne social service vendered by her city workers, and in
br fuller vesponse to the cry of the man of Macedonia,
aying,  Come ovex and help us.”

OUR CHURCHES AND PEOPLE.

The Mayor of Widnes (David Lewis, Esq.y J.P)
writes: “1 feel impelled. to send you a, word of
congratulation on the growing value of the
‘‘Leader.” It gets better and better. This week’s
issue is splendid. Its educational value to our
Church must be enormous.”

The Approai:h of Conference,

With the advent of June the thought of the Church
turns almost naturally to the annual Conferemce. To
Methodists, although the word conference is with them
during many parts of the year, there is but one Conierence
after all, and to us that one comes this month. Within
two weeks it will be in full session. In Middlesbrough
and the contiguous towns embraced in the Conference
ares there is already a spirit of unusual expectancy. It
is the theme of conversation. It is but natural that with
the Conference breaking new ground the local committee
and the churches should be wishful to stand on an
equality with other and older Conference centres ; indeed,
the desire is to create new precedents, and for this the
prospects are good. The churches of the locality have a
splendid record for enterprise, enthusiasm and generosity.
In few parts of the denomination have the opening oppor-
tunities for aggression been seized as in this neighbour-
hoed. Happily, the circuits have possessed laymen of the
wisest type, and still possess them, while the ministers
of the circyits keep up the very best traditions of the
great days of the fathers. And aﬁ are aiming to make the
Conference a record one. The Northern Primitive will be
in evidence, particularly at the great meetings. He will
have the experience of a lifetime, and will quote the
Conference to his children in the days to come. The Con-
ference will be a Pisgah from which he will survey the
land and to which he will turn his mind in other years.
Friends, delegates and visitors who hail from the South
and the South-West and from localities where our Church
struggles in ‘comparative feebl will find th lves
in a totally different zone, ‘and will return to tell of the
churches in the North, how the people sung the old hymns
and the new, how hearty they were, and with what
warmth of soul they took in the sermons and addresses.
For the Northerner is one of your best hearers when he
has something to his taste.

And Its Personnel,

A survey of the list of delegates affords the great
probability of a most efficient Gonference in every respect,
efficiency in the sessions and in the great meetings.
Among the Methodist churches we have the smallest per-
manent element in our annual gathering, and we are
quite aware that this is regarded by some as all in its
favour. Sometimes it is, at other times it works in the
opposite direction. Much depends upen the specific ‘con-
tribution to the whole by the Synods’ elections. Among
the ministerial delegates there are some who have done
service before, who know the technique, who can calculate
to a fine degree the bearing of a question upon the mood
of the assembly and its effect upon the broad issues of the
life ot -the churches. Such men are invaluable; they
are guides of the safest order. Other of the ministers are
young, and will be warmly welcomed, for to them in a
few years will be committed the Church’s destinies, and
they cannot too soon begin to enter into those responsible
deliberations which will affect the coming days. And of
the junior ministers there are quite a number who have
distinguished themselves within their districts. All will
rejoice to find them-taking a foremost place upon the
broader platform of the Conference. The losses, many
and great, we have had during recent years among the
distinguished laymen of the Church, some of whom were
almost always at Conference, and were among its greatest
debaters and leaders, have left unusual opportunities open
for the laymen of to-day. The same type is not being re-
produced, probably because another type may be more
suitable for our presemt needs. The other types we have,
and they are to be seen among the lay delegates. The
field is clear for them, and we anticipate they will occupy
it with distinction to themselves and with advantage to
the Church. There are quite a number of laymen attend-
ing Conference who should in the future be among the
most trusted and powerful in the Church. They will, we
hope, during the sessions, for their sake and that of the
Church, find their “ Conference feet” and fill out to the
full our anticipations concerning them,

The Supreme Thing.

Few can realise the great responsibility that rests upon
the guiding mind of a great assembly such as the Con-
ference is, The General Committee Secretary, who is the
Conference steersman, requires to possess not only a
deliberative mind, but a judgment accurately balanced.
He alone knows al} the business, the relation of one part
to another, and the differing values of the parts. Invari-
ably he seeks to place before the assembly what is most
suitable for the hour and the day. When all goes
smoothly this art is not noticed, and fortunately our
Conferences usually do work smoothly. The best laid
plans and the subtlest art may, however, become unex-
pectedly disturbed. Sometimes a gust of wind will upset,
not the directing mind, but those who are being guided,
and judgment then becomes broken up into many con-
fusing parts. It is here where the strong hand is needed,
and where the quality of the secretary has hitherto made
itself conspicuous. To know how to “tack” in squally
winds is not only the result of training, it is of the mind’s
growth from within. We do not yet know the Conference
Agenda, but because of what we have proved we anticipate
with confidence that the secretary will, as before, separate
the parts so that the chief affairs of the assembly will
have conspicuous places assigned to them. The Confer-
ence is supremely a religious gathering, and all its
{ interests are religious. Because of this its driving power

is spiritual. IF the driving power is strong not only will
the sessions themselves be powerful, but the strength
current will be subsequently conveyed into hundreds of
distant localities. This is ‘why the devotional element

 should be maintained, and why an unimpeded oppor-

tunity should be afforded for a fitting conversation on
the work of God. The Methodist Churches are just now
at the parting of the ways. There are unmistakeable
signs that the days of drought lie behind, that years of
Plenty and of increase are before us. The nerves of the
churches arve stronger and anticipation is growing. A
gracious spiritual uplift during the sessions of the Con-
ference will inspire confidence and will act and react
throughout the year upon all our churehes. And if such
an assembly of the Church’s leaders can «id the Church
just at this juncture to “put on strength,” surely there
is nothing else of equal importance, though many things
are desirable, some even necessary. .

The Conference and Methodist Overlapping.

We believe we express the mind of many who feel the
responsibilities of the Church when we say that we hope
the Conference will give most careful consideration to
the resolution of the last Wesleyan Conference on the
question of' Methodist Overlapping. The subject is
studded with difficulties as svon as we begin to look
within it, and the timid may easily be frightened. The
question, however, must be faced, and resblutely, toe.
And if the several Methodist Conferences resolve that
something must be done, then the churches will settle
down to the decision. And something ought surely to
be done. The growths of the past, the interests that have
struck deep roots and strong may well perplex the most
hopeful, but while results in such places may be difficult
to obtain, a mew tone and temper can be begotten, so that
the evil shall not be allowed to increase in the future, and
once we can stop the growth we shall begin to lessen the
difficulty. This is one of the urgent questions of the
several Methodist Churches, they principally are affected,
the difficulty is within the Methodist family and can
and ought to be reduced. The resolution of the last
Wesleyan Conference was frank, courteous to a degree;
it breathed the most fraternal spirit and the approach on
such a practical question having thus been made a great
responsibility rests upon us, as the second strongest in
the family, if we“do not greet the resolution with the
heartiest welcome. We know not whereunto this thing
may grow, It surely is within the genius of the combined
deliberation of the Methodist Churches to construct some
p;t))gosals which will immediately affect the future for
good, and gradually rectify some ancient errors. The
Methodist Assembly in October next, to which the Con-
ference will elect delegates, will be all the more genuine
in its spirit if this initial step be taken with heartiness.’

The Rev. H. J. Taylor's Greetings,

On Saturday last, May 30th, Rev. H. J. Taylor wrote
us:—“My last letter before leaving home on this
memorable Saturday morning must be to you and, by
your courtesy, to the readers of the Leader throughout our
Zion. Allow me to thank you for the ever thoughtful and
generous way in which you have laid the columns of the
Leader under tribute for the great cause of missions at
home and abroad. And next may I wish you unusual
blessing at the Conference and throughout your Presi-
dential year. The Great Head of the Church be with you.
And will you permit me further to say how grateful my
wife and 1 are for the very many kind letters which have
reached us re my African journey, and all it involves in
the home we call our own. It has, amid the pressure of
duties, been found impossible to make individual reply.
But the gracious messages from all over the land are a
great comfort to both of us. To know that hosts of our
sisters and brothers will remember us, and the great
objects of our mission, at the Throne of Grace is a joy
unspeakable. I am quite sure that my devoted friends,
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Shaw, would share this word of
sincere appreciation.”

Rev. W. H. Collins for West Africa.

In the Elder Dempster Company's ss. * Sokolo,” Rev.
W. H. CoMins lYeft the Harrington Dock, Liverpool, for
Santa Ysabel, West Africa, at noon on Thursday, May
28th. Mr. Collins is in the first year of his probation,
but has canght the true missionary spirit, and has
responded to the call to serve under Rev. H. Markham
Cook in Fernando Po. It was refreshing and inspiring
to see the enthusidsm and high hopes of our youngest
missionary. The Harrington Dock is not by any means
as accessible as the landing stage, or as easily reached,
hence the friends who assembled to witness Mr, Colling’
departure were not as numerous as usual. We noted,
however, the following: Rev. A. Mortan, Rev. M. T.
Pickering, Rev. T. W. Hancox, Rev. B. Fell, Rev. W. T.
Parnaby (Colchester), Miss Bennett, daughter of our
DPresident-elect, the Misses Milburn (Manchester), Mey
Morris Jones, and Mr. W. H. Caton.

“Bridget’s Quarter Deck”’” By Amy Te Feuvré
(Religious Tract Society. 3s. 6d.).

Those who are familiar with the name and work of this
gifted authoress will need no word to assure them of the
value of this book. It is a story of one who was hurried
into marriage and a difficult situation, out of which she
came a conqueror. It ia more than a story; it tells how
she found her way to Christ, and every lover of a good
book will be charmed with this. It is an ideal book fog
the home or the Sunday-school library.
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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

Wharncliffe Colliery Calamity. .

The country has again had its attention called to the
terrific perils of the miners’ lot by a disastroas ion
on Saturday last at Tankersley, a little mining village
near Barnsley. Happily, most of the men employed had
already left the pit, but of those who remained eleven
were plunged to a terrible death. Ordce more, too, we
have the story of arresting heroism in humble life in
presence of which our admiration might be far more
unstinted than it often seems to be. The cool bravery of
Wilson Hartley in saving two of his companions is worthy
of a poet’s lyre, and yet these calamities repeatedly show
how widespread it is. We.often wax ourselves into a half-
hysterical laudation of conduct which, after all, is little
but recklessness—when, indeed, it is mnot a defiance of
Providence—whereas the noble devotion of unnamed
toilers, in the face of fearful perils, who readily risk their
own lives in their anxiety to save others who are in
danger, simply gets fleeting notice and is quickly for-
gotten. Men who face death almost every moment of
their working life should be adequately remunerated, and
their deeds of daring and sacrifice should have their due
in praise and recognition.

‘The Canteens Case.

Rather a lurid light has been flung upofi some phages
of our boasted British commercial life as the sordid story
of plunder under the guise of bribefy has been told in
the notorious canteens case just closed in a court of
justice. Some of the chief oé
to book, and one, at least, has been severely punished;
but whether full justice has been meted out to some
highly placed criminals is open to question. That one
of our largest and best known firms has been 50 closely
bound up with what, after all, is a very squalid story
is a matter for more than regret. If such conduct as is
now proved to have been practised is, for ome moment,
to be either tolerated or condoned, then not only are the
foundations of commercial morality undermined, but
only those firms which have enormous capital on which
to draw for purposes of bribery can hope to have an equal
chance with their competitors. It is much to be feared
that this horrid system of ¢ tipping” to secare trade is
far more widespread than is often thought, but in any
case it is wholly corrupt.
question also whether, under any circumstances, such
huge commercial undertakings should fall into the hands
of military men. They should be dealt with by trained
business men of unimpeachable integrity.,

The Record of the N.S.P.C.C.

In our hasting and crowded time3. i€ i§ more than
probable that some of the finest Christian and ameliora-
tive ministries get all too scant a recognition. The
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
for the past thirty years has been quietly prosecuting
e work for which, especially, thousands of little children
“should be glad ‘as well as grateful, and for which hardly
less the British public should cherish keen appreciation.
By far the best and most of its work is done and never
comes into the public eye, and only by the occasional
cases which it drags into the courts are its beneficent
operations brought under the notice of an enriched and
benefited commonwealth. And its work has grown from
more to more, and unhappily the need for its activity has
also grown, unflattering to our vanity as the fact may be.
In 1884 the number of children affected by the inquiries
of the Society was 175, while in the past year it was
150,162. The number of children touched by the Society’s
operations during the whole of the thirty years of its
life and work is not less than 2,260,292, the number of
offenders involved being 1,073,088. 'Tis pitiful that the
need for its work should be so acute and widespread;
’tis glorious that, seeing the need exists, the gracious work
is done, and so well done.

The Dean of Belfast’'s Qutburst: Is it Blasphemy ?

Those who contend that Nonconformist ministers con-
ntantly use their pulpits for political propagandism, and
who simulate horror at what, after all, is a purely
imaginary offence, would do well not to overlook the
tirring outburst in which the Dean of Belfast is said to
have indulged on Sunday week. He evidently claims the
Lord of Hosts as the special portion of the Ulster
Covenanters. They had offered their prayers, and, as we
believe, had very sincerely presented their pleas. Whether
gome of their supplications were wise and sane there is
room to doubt. On the assurance of the unprejudiced
and large-souled Dean, God has strangely answered their
supplications, and he proceeds to proclaim to his hearers
that God “had answered them in guiding the good ship
‘Fanny '’ through the dark nights and clear days of her
voyage to our relief. God’s hand guided her, God’s fogs
shielded her. He ha8 answered them in the supreme
wisdom and marvellous skill that planned and executed
the safe landing of the arms we needed,” and more of the
same order. When this inane balderdash does not excite
contempt because of its cool and impertiment assump-
tions, it will provoke regret and sorrow because of its
hlasphemy. And all this from an “ educated gentleman,”
who is one of the rulers of Episcopacy. It is very
painful and very contemptible.

‘The Kaiser's Son and His Love-making:

We could well afford to affect amusomont af the
wretched snobbishness which has been reported to be
associated with the matchmaking and betrothal of the
Kaiser's fifth son, did we not know that our own “upper
circles ” are affected with the same malady. Prince
Oscar, the son in question, has been guilty of the enor-
mous crime of giving his_affection to a_mere countess,
# maid of honour to the Empress, and his royal father
‘has been greatly horrified. Though the young lady is
repited to be, in every way, choice and winsome, and
worthy of all esteem, it is only by the special pleading
of the Kaiserin that the strong objection of the Emperor

‘enders have been brought

It may be permitted to us to |

to the union on the ground of the lady not being of royal
blood has been overcome. It is this kind of thing that
covers the so-called nobility of the nations with ridicule,
and provokes something much more serious than dis-
regard. That two young people, in every sense estimable
and fit for each other, should have their love cramped, if
not positively frustrated, by such silly codes, ought to
subject the slaves of such codes to well-deserved contempt.
Those in high society may stand aghast at such a flouting
of their crazy and snobbish regulations as that which the
German prince has perpetrated, but they should be
taught that there are hosts who question in such a matter
whether blood is plebeian or aristocratic. Character is
always more than lineage.

Trade Union Combine.

It is notewortlyy, and not wholly assuring as to
economic peace, that the leaders of the great Unions and
Federations of werkers are contemplating action which,
if it shall ripen, will bring into & huge combine for
defensive and offensive action in trade disputes not fewer
than two million workers. Remembering the ease with
which overgrown bodies become oppressive and unjust,
the movement will be viewed with some anxiety by many
who are keenly anxious for the best interests of the
workers themselves. A joint committee, appointed by the
recent conference of the executives of the Miners’ Federa-
tion of Great Britain, the National Union of Railwaymen,
and the Transport Workers' Federation, has met and
drafted terms, on which the three organisations should
agree as o action they may take in cases of trade differ-
ences. The scheme is to be submitted to a joint confer-
ence of the executives, which is to be held in London this
week, and subsequently will be laid before the annual
conferences of the three organieations for any final
decision. The workers leng ago learned the power there
is in union, and so long as movements for further union
be sanely led, and so long as great bodies will consent to
follow well-tried leaders in new projects, nobody but
those inclined to tyranny need have fear. The acute need
is for strong, sagacions and Christian leadership.

The Builders' Strike.

It is undeniable that the refusal by such am over-
whelming majority of the London builders to accept the
latest proposals of the masters creates an extremely
critical situation, and may quickly and easily result in
such a deadlock as will precipitate a national lock-out
Though the dispute has now been reduced to a narrow
compass, and turns mainly on the question of the em-
ployment of non-unionists, both sides seem so dogged and
obstinate that the hopes of stopping short of a national
struggle are fast fading away. hould the National
Federation of Employers endorse the decision of the
London master builders, a national stoppage seems in-
evitable, Already there must have been incalculable
suffering during the nineteen weeks over which the
London dispute has been dragged, -and, as is always the
case, the weak and innocent have suffered the most.
Should extreme counsels prevail, not fewer than half a
million men will be thrown out of work. In the interests
of the men, women and children most of all affected, it
is greatly to be hoped that a peaceful settlement may be
speedily reached. But a dispute on this colossal scale
will affect the whole country to a painful degree, and
every commercial interest in the land will be prejudicially
affected. We cannot but earnestly hope that a moderate
spirit on both sides may be operative.

The Prince of Albania’s Troubles.

Though he has so recently come to the throne, Prince
William of Wied must have already realised the uneasi-
ness which is reputed to be the lot of those who wear the
crown. Nor is his bed the easier because such conflicting
advice is being tendered to him by such highly placed
personages in more than one nation. The racial and
religious conditions which prevail in Albania are such as
to call for the strong but wise handling of a clear-sighted
ruler. Whether Prince William is fit for the position in
which he has been placed it is too early yet to clearly see,
Anyway, the signs are not propitious, and it is to be
feared he is daily losing prestige. The aftermath of the
struggle of the last two years is now proving to be very
heavy, and almost at any moment such upheaval may
take place as will issue in the deposition of another
monarch.

Prospective Candidate for Oswestry.

It is confidently reported—and Primitive Methodists
can hardly be deaf to the report—that the name of Mr.
T, Ward Green, of Maesbrook, Shropshire, is to be sub-
mitted to the Oswestry Liberal Four Hundred as pro-
spective candidate for the Division. Those who wish to
see high-principled men in politics could hardly wish for
any other issue than Mr. Green’s adoption. He has long
taken a most active and influential part in local politics,
and, as a member of the Salop County Council, has ren-
dered distinguished service. He is nok least of all famous
as a Primitive Methodist local preacher, and has been in
constant request and given ungrudging service. Should
he be accepted, we prophesy for him a very successful
conrse.

BIRTH.
Warsox.—At 22, King-street, Barnard Oastle, on May
27th, 1914, to Mr. and Mrs. R. Watson, née Phmbe Peart,

& son.
DEATH. .
JorNsTONE—On May 18th, at Willington, co. Durham,

Mary, the beloved wife of James Johnstane, entered into |

rest, aged seventy-one years.
at home with the Lord.”
IN MEMORIAM.
MiLgoN.—In loving memory of Emoch G. E. Miison, son
of Rev. Parkinson Milson, whe jpassed away in great joy
and triumph, June 1st, 1009, Tenderly loved.

“ Absent from the body;

A GREAT DENOMINATIONAL
RALLY.

—_—

Endeavourers at Surrey Chapel.
N

It was evident on Whit-Tuesday afternoon that their
visit to London had not shaken the denominational loyalty
of the Primitive Methodist delegates to the National
Christian Endeavour Convention. ~They came to their
own Rally at Surrey Chapel in large numbers. It was
truly a young people’s meeting. There was every
evidence of fresh interest and keen enthusiasm. The plat-
form was well filled with ministers, including some who
were delegates to the Convention. After words of welcome
from Rev. J. Tolefree Parr the meeting was opened by the
President-Designate of Conference, Rev. George Bennett.
He received a rousing reception, and urged the
Endeavourers to take the fire of these meetings back to
their homes. Great days were before us, said he, and it
was for our young people to set the pace. Bhe opening
hymn, “All hail the power,” was sung with vigour, and
prayer was offered by Rev. J. W. Whitaker.

No better choice of Chairman could have been made
than that of Mr. George Jennings, of Leicester. In a
speech full of practical suggestion, charged with
enthusiasm, and sparkling with humour, he appealed for
« Endeavour Heroism.” Christian Endeavour has been
said to be moribund, but, he asserted, it was not yet out
of its swaddling clothes. To suggest its tombstone would
at least be premature. It knows no sect, yet it was built
up of sects, and to-day we were none the less Christian
Endeavourers because we were expressing loyalty to our
own Church. Amid applause, he said he was proud of his
“ yellow ribbon,” his denominational badge. He had beeg
asked that day, “ What does Primitive Methodism do?
“Why,” he replied, “if you take Primitive Methodism
out of the C.E. movement it would fall to bits.” He
asked that Endeavourers should have the heroism to wear
their badge, but to be careful where they took it. Rev.
Charles Humble, who made several announcements, was
heartily received. He reminded the Endeavourers they
were part of a great Primitive Methodist host, comprising
3,658 societies and 117,401 members. L

A charming and effective speech was then delivered by
Mr. W. Sydney Walton, M. A, of Harrow. Crowded with
folicitous quotations, full of pictures of haunting fascina-
tion, gnd expressed in chaste and appropriate language,
it was above all a lofty call to a lofty ideal. Like the
majestic architecture of the Cathedral of Durham, erected
high above the movement and confusion of busy streets, so
worship, said he, should stand supreme over all the
kingdoms of our life. About all “Endeavour” there
should be a certain alpine splendour. Gladstone, in his
schooldays, refused to subscribe to a certain loose
indelicate toast amid the scoffs of his companions. And
yet, when he went from Eton to the University, there were
those who wrote home for permission to go with him te
Oxford, because, said they, to live in this man’s presence
was to live as on the mountain. The path of ascent to the
mountains, the speaker continued, may be steep and
rocky, but the reward was vision. _Another gift of the
heights was health.  Of those peaks for our choice in
the “Divine range of Mountams” he suggested Mount
Sinai that gave us the necessary element of sternness,
the mount which is called Beatitudes, inspiring tenderness
and winsomeness, and Mount Calvary, which was rosy
with morning light. Tt was, he concluded, by our
mountain experiences that we were prepared for service
in the plains beneath.

It was quite to the satisfaction of the meeting to know
that the next speaker, Rev. W. Spedding, had been
appointed the new Chairman of the National Execntive.
One of the happiest features of our age, said he, was the
birth of many new enthusiasms. And among these he
claimed that Christian Endeavour was best of all. What,
he asked, does Christian Endsavour stand for? First he
placed ““ Spiritual culture in young people.” It was true
that the C.E. was a meeting-ground for young people, but
it was more than that, it was primarily a prayer-meeting.
Moreover, Christian Endeavour stands for * soci
regeneration by young people.” Endeavourers are needed
to go out and slay the dragons of drink and lust, and all
that is degrading. Finally, said he, C.E. stands for
“ Christian comradeship among young people.” This
comradeship is broader than any one particular church.
It is both inter-denominational and international. In
referring to the value of great ideals, he went on to
describe o painting he had seen in the Liverpool Art
Gallery. It was the picture of a man climbing to reach
the ideal, which, however, was just beyond his grasp. Buf,
said he, although he had not reached his aim, what a fine
example he was of manhood. And he came to be like that
by climbing upwards from beneath. Just at this moment
the new President of the National Council, Miss Jennis
Street, entered the meeting amid great applause. As she
ascended the pulpit the whole audisnce rose to greet her,
and, as Mr. Spedding langhingly said, spoilt his final
peroration. In her brief address Miss Street hoped that
the holy fire of Primitive Methodism that could keep
ablaze in the loneliest village and in the smallest mission
would infuse the whole C.E. movement. The Doxology
and Benediction brought to an end a meeting which will
remain an inspiring memory.

The National Christian Endeavour meetings in 1015 will
be held in Paris next Whitsuntide. The gréat evemt is
already awakening considerable expectations among
Endeavourers thrcughout the country.” Our own Central
Endeavour Council, through ite energetic secretary (Rev.
C. Humble), has already decided to organise a y of
Primitive Methodists to visit the French c'apita.lp in con-
nection’ with the Whitsuntide meetings.

The British Christian Endeavour Council at its annual
business meeting on Tuesday, June 2nd, elected Rev, W.
Spedding chairman of the Naticnal Committee, Thig
usually precedes election to the Presidency.
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AFTER FIFTY YEARS.

By H. Bickerstaffe Kendall, B.A.

V. —Probation Then and Now: Some

[{mpressions.

It requires a mental effort to realise things as they
were in the ’sixties. The process to be gone through is
like that of peeling an onion; coat after coat is taken
away till the residue looks poor and shrunken in com-
parison. The cinematograph, aeroplane, wireless
telegraphy, the motor and bicycle, the facilities for
travel and holidays, the E.F.C. Council and all it stands
for—have all to be eliminated. Then, too, there is the
cheap newspaper, and, associated with it, the camera and
process-block that have now such immense vogue. To
have lived before all these things came in was to live in a
simpler and slower world. It was in this world that we
probationers of the ’sixties lived, and we were con-
ditioned by our medium. We were, if you please, *the
men of the dawn "—a rather early dawn; for there was
no Connexional newspaper to notice us and give our por-
traits. These things belong to the day rather than the
dawn. I have the impression that probationers of those
days had to be content to fill a little space and to play a
humble réle. There was, in comparison with the present,
no fraternising with other ministers and churches. If
the probationer had his ambitions, their vealisation was
looked for at some distant day. We were slow growers
in those days. Circuits were large—the first three I
travelled have been sliced into eleven—so that much time
was spent on the roads, sampling weather and soil and
in thinking of many things. I shall not attempt to strike
the balance between the two periods. Each period had, or
has, its advantages and disadvantages. In the ’sixties
the danger was that a young fellow, lacking stimulus and
guidance, should lapse into mental stagnancy, or rest
content with the stolid performance of duty. But, if he
were of other mettle, and could lold on and hold out,
patiently biding his time, he might in the end wring
success from his' disadvantages. Your slow-growing tree
often makes good timber. To me it seems the pace we
are moving at now, the general speeding-up of life, the
insidious influence of an advertising, declamatory age,
the immense amount of officialism, the almost glare of
publicity, in which even the most sacred work has to
be done—all these create a set of conditions involving
peculiar perils, that even the probationer has to reckon
with. T am not sure that the probationer of the early
’sixties had not, compared with his brother of to-day, a
lot less trying and perilous.

I know it will be said that fifty years ago probationers
had not to grind for their examinations as they have now.
That is true. But I hold that no man is educated but b
himself, and that every student worthy of the name wil
“grind” as surely and joyfully as another man will
“golf” 1 sometimes dream of what may perhaps one
day come true: When all compulsory studies shall be
compressed within, and end in, a sufficiently long college
course. If a man has not learned how to read his author
—how fo make his mind do anything in reason that may
be required of it—after a three, or say four, years’ college
course, he never will learn. On probation, then, whether
shortened or not, let him do his own grinding. It is more
agreeable, and likely to be better done, Let him follow his
bent and specialise, getting stimulus and guidance when
he needs it from the quarter whence he knows it will be
readily given—his alma mater. But at the end of his
probation, having handed in beforehand his list of books
and subjects, let him undergo a kindly but searching
examination, covering every side of a Primitive Methodist
minister’s life. This is not prospective legislation, but
only an old man's dream.

But have you earned the right even to dream such a
dream as this? As I look back on the fifty years, I am
rather surprised to find how much of what I may call my
extra work for the Connexion has had to do with minis-
terial candidature and ministerial education. 1 was a
students’- examiner in Rev. James Macpherson's time
and probationers’ examiner for the old Sunderland Dis-
trict. From distant Whitehaven and Berwick and other
circuits the examinees came together to Middlesbrough
—an event of much interest to our people. Then came
the period, which is rather out of the picture, when I was
Principal of East Keswick College for the preparatory
training of men intended for the ministry. It was a
time of darkness and stress. I had been superannuated,
and, as strength slowly returned, I was obliged to do
something, and for a time the Connexion could give me
no work that lay within the range of my powers. It
did with hearty goodwill find me something, when in
1887 it appointed me Vice-Editor. But in the meantime
East Keswick was providentially opened to me. At one
time there were twenty-one students in residence. I
succeeded in making the institution interdenominational.
There are seven old students mow in the Primitive
Methodist ministry. There must be a dozen belonging
10 the Wesleyan English Conference, and fifty at least in
she Methodist Churches of Canada, Newifoundland and
the U.S.A. Four are filling Congregational pulpits ; two
ire Baptists, one a Presbyterian, and one an Anglican.
tater, some of the hardest and most interesting work of
ny life was put into the annual oral examination of candi-
lates. Lastly, T ceased only in 1913 to be a member Of'the
robationers’ Examining Committee. I trust I may fairly
Vaim that, like a thread, there has run'tl}l‘ough my life
ympathy with our young men. and a sn]u‘ltut}e that they
hould become true students and true cvangelists.

'REV. A. T. GUTTERY AT HOME.

- By a Visitor.

A recent visit to Prince’s-avenue Church, Liverpool,
refuted the well-worn phrase about the prophet being
without honour among his own people. Mr. Guttery may
surely be numbered among the prophets; but to-day is
kindlier than was the wont of the yesterdays, and the
prophet is coming to his own. Mr. Guttery’s ministry
in Liverpool is among the most honoured, and his popu-
larity as a preacher is without a serious rival in the city.
Prince’s-avenue Church is one of the most attractive in
Primitive Methodism, beautiful for situation, an interior
graceful in design, and a form of worship which ranks
among the very best. Evidently it is a church with an’
ideal, probably of many ideals, but doubtless it aims to’
lift the hearts of the people to God through the comely
and the beautiful, rather than through the repression of
the lovely, which so largely dominates the idea of what
is fitting in our churches.

On this particular Sunday evening the church was prac-
tically full, a sight which could not be other than an
inspiration to both preacher and hearer. It was easy to
discern that the congregation was to some extent a float-
ing one ; the exercise of courtesy displayed by the stewards
showed that they were not sleeping partners in the
business of the church ; they were fuﬁy alive to the needs
of the stranger within the gate. Special commendation
must be given to the choir, which led the choral portion of
the service so tastefully; the singing of “God of our
Fathers,” from the Supplement, a copy of which; by the
way, was handed to all visitors, will long remain a
memory. The Lord’s Prayer was sung to a new and
beautiful setting with much effectiveness. An improve-
ment could be made if the hymns and tunes were all
placed before the beginning of the service in a stationary
board ; the present system is old-fashioned, illegible, and
the constant turning of the board is disquieting.

Mr. Guttery, who had just recovered from a breakdown,
appeared in good form, and entered into the singing with
great heartiness, . He was announced to preach the last
of a series of sermons on Modern Religion. The sermon
was based on “ Unto you it is given to know the mystery
of the Kingdom of God.” Mr. Guttery had saved him-
self for his sermon, and he held the vast congregation
under the spell of his oratorical power, swaying it at
his will ‘to a smile or to ap intense soberness, and an
almost breathless eagerness to drink in the message he
had to give. As a preacher. Mr. Guttery is a modern
of the moderns; the thing of the day and of the -hour
fascinates him, and he is continually asking what is the
attitude of Christianity to this and that and what ought
it to be? Modern religion is presented with problems ¢n
every side of life, he said, problems which it must
solve. Christianity is here to save man from sin; it is
also here to save him from foul conditions of life, and
the Church has not reached the ideal of modern religion
until she accepts the widest interpretation of salvation.
There is no section of life—social, physical or spiritual—
but Christianity in its fullest sense must touch. Chris-
tanity has a message for the woe and wickedness of the
world. The gospel alone can heal the wounds of the
race. Christianity is the great law of life; it says we
must live for others and not for self; its law is a life of
self-sacrificee. "We must refuse to scramble for mere
material good, and seek the good of others, Not only is
it the highest law of life, it is supreme wisdom. It is
sanity to say, “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness.,”  Christianity stands for purposeful
choice; it is a passion of the heart; it is the flame of
an ideal. “Be ye perfect,” said the Scripture. The
unlimited saving power of Jesus Christ is the dynamic
which will alter the social evils of the day. The Church
should be a social force; its great work is to transform
life. We live in an age of tolerance, and the Church is
moving away from its former narrowness and bigotry,
and recognising the greatness of its resources and the
breadth of its scope. It has tco long played the part of
the good Samaritan, pouring on the oil and wine and
paying its little penny; the supreme duty of the Church
1s to make the road safe.

The literature about Jesus is the marvel of the
twentieth century. The New Testament is becoming a
new book. To-day we go to it for social guidance. The
great fact of the age is the social conscience. Public
opinion is not always the social conscience. The social
conscience says, “I suffer when others are wronged”;
and the social conscience cannot be separated from the
Christian religion ; it is only found in lands where Jesus
is known and loved. The duty of the Church is toinspire
the social conscience. A Russian writer has said with
striking boldness that “ men are made for happiness, and
no one who is not completely happy has the right to say,
‘I am doing God’'s will on earth.’” But happiness is
mutual ; happiness is social. Only when the Kingdom of
God has gathered us all into its embrace can we be truly
happy ; when a world-wide brotherhood has been estab-
lished ; when the King of Peace rules on earth ; when the
Lord shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied.

The service was a memorable one, and we left the
church feeling that such a ministry must inspire the
worshippers with a larger vision of responsibility, and a
fervour to make the vision a new factor in life,

Dr. White, of Greenbank Church, Darlington, has
offered himself for medical missionary work, and has
been accepted by the Missionary Committee. Prior to
entering upon his medical missionary career, the doctor
will take a divinity course at Hartley College, and will,
it is anticipated, enter into residence in -August next.
The doctor’s interview with the Missionary Committee
last week created a most favourable impression.

OXFORD AND RE-UNION.

,By A. V. Murray, Magdalen College.

It seems to be the case in religion, no less than in
politics, that the modern democrat is impatient of
Ozxford, and to him Matthew Arnold’s remark on “the
home of lost causes’ is the conclusion of the whole
matter. The reason of this is largely that the Oxford
which appears in the public eye on occasions like the

"debate on the opening of divinity degrees to Noncon-

formists is vastly different from the real Oxford. These
events cloud over the true condition of things, and the
University is represented by a majority of non-residents
who have got quite out of touch with modern movements.

As a matter of fact, the real Oxford is extraordinarily -
alive, and very deeply interested in the problems of the
present day. In this and two succeeding articles I hope
to consider one of these. problems, that of Christian re-
union, to show how-it is being dealt with in Oxford and'
how conditions - there are - peculiarly ' favourablé to a
solution ; and finally to attempt in some way to indicate
the relations of Nonconformity: in ‘general and of

Primitive Methodism in particular, to the work of recon-
struction. . . : :

There is no subject on which more clear thinking is
necessary than on this of reunion. The problem is not
an easy one, and neither can nor ought to be settled on
the basis of a loose, informal “camaraderie’’ The’
divisions have their roots in history and their justification
in experience, and it will only be by patient investigation
that any definitive result will be obtained. Already there
are many things which bring us together. We can stand
on a common platform on questions of social service, the
Y.M.C.A., and Christian Endeavour, and these make us
feel that there is an ultimate on which all are agreed.
Yet there is something beyond all these activities, and
they should not be allowed to obscure the fact that
division arose originally on points of faith or of order.
The fundamental work, therefore, must be done by the
theologian and the historian. It is not safficient to find
out something on which we all agree and stick to that ;
it is not even sufticient to isolate the’points on which we
all differ. The true questions to ask are,- What do ‘we
ourselves stand for? What has our witness been in his-
tory, and what is our characteristic contribution to the
complete expression of the faith? From this it’ follows
that before there can be reunion there must be restate-
ment, and that each Church must restate its own position
not only in terms of present-day thought, but also in the
light of the experience of other Churches. Negative prin-
ciples will have but little place, and the.quarrel will be
not with those who essert what their experience has
taught them to be true, but with those who deny any
weight to the experience of others, .

All this, of course, has been said before, and said
much better. There is, however, good reason why it
should have been said again. The violence of the Bishop
of Zanzibar, and the subsequent violence of some of his
opponents, have obscured the fact that he really has a
witness. He is deceived in thinking that it is the only
witness worth having, but it is still there and to be
reckoned with, and no work that is done towards recon-
struction will be complete unless his position along with
all others is studied sympathetically. In other words,
there is no Christian society, be it never so small or in-
significant, which has contained within its fold men
through whom the Spirit of God has been pleased to
work, but has a right to be heard on this subject. And
there is no Ohristian Church, be it never so tyrannical or
uncharitable, but may witness to the truth it enshrines.
While there is representation of minorities, there must
also be toleration of the intolerant.

It is probably true, as a prominent High Churchman
declared the other day, that there is less odium
theologicum in Oxford than in any other place of learning
in the kingdom. There is no one party so completely in
the ascendant as there is, for instance, at Cambridge,
and where all views are more or less on an equality they
all find equal expression. This is due to a variety of
causes, on some of which older men will be able to speak
with more authority than I can venture to assume.
Scholarship binds people together as strongly now as it
did at the time of the Renaissance, but this is true of
other places besides Oxford. Apart from some general
causes, however, there are others which within recent
years have had great influence. First of all, I think, must
be placed Mansfield College. There were a good many
who wagged their heads when it was ogjned in 1889, but
Dr. Hatch’s words at that time have been justified: “I
cannot help feeling a strong sense of the services which in
coming here you are renderu:ig not only to the University,
but to the Church of England. . . . In coming here you
are helping the Church of England to do its work by doing
yours, showing how it is possible in actual practice . . .
to realise by working together in a common spirit that
which is the New Testament ideal—one Lord, one faith,
one baptism.” ‘The founding of a Nonconformist college
in Oxford has been to the good of Nonconformity as we 1
as of Oxford. Oxford has gained by having within its
boundaries a centre of vigorous Protestant thought and
activity, and, instead of judging Dissenters at a distance,
it has been able to w0r§: with them at home. Dissent,
too, has gained greatly. It has entered into the heritage
of the University and drunk deep of all that was good in
the old religion. Nor has the purifying element in the
“Oxford movement”’ been lacking. Nonconformity, and
for that matter the Church of England, are probably less
political here than elsewhere. .

The situation as regards the Church of England itself-
is also very favourable. High Churchmen are represented
by Pusey House, which is a kind of college for lectures
only, and whose dons devote themselves to pastoral care
of the undergraduates whom they know. Wycliffe Hall is
an evangelical theological college, and does not do much
in the University as such. Pastoral care is exer;lsed by
a body of three evangelical clergymen, who keep in touch
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with the undergraduates. It is often regretted by some
that Oxford is not more evangelical, but,” without ex-
pressing an opinion on that somewhat thorny subject, it
s certain that the general mixing up of all opinions in the
ome University in nearly equal proportions is for the good
of all concerned. It should be mentioned with regard to
the Presbyterians that they, too, have a resident pastor,
and that just this week the foundation stone is being laid
of & students’ church. :

The general system of tuition at Oxford and the oppor-
tonities there are for intercourse of people of wisely
different views all lend themselves in the direction of a
better understanding. There is very little emphasis
placed on actual book-learning and examinations. ~This,
however, cannot now be dwelt on further, and I must
leave it for a brief mention of one factor which has been
of great weight with the younger men, of whom I shall
have to speak in the next article. I mean the Student
Christian movement, Most of the younger dons have
come under its influence and have brought back the
atmosphere of the Swanwick conferences to their work in,
Oxford. Such theological study as they have done here
has been in the knowledge of the fact that there were in
their midst friends who were working away at the same
problems as those which beset them, but from the

ite point of view. The natural result has been that
tﬁsre has been more co-ordinated work, and questions
have been viewed in their right perxective.

Next week I hope to be able to show these causes at
work in Oxford to-day, and producing what can only be
ctalled a passion in the minds of some for the reunion of
the Christian Church.

HONOURING A STALWART.

Now seventy-three years of
sca. Alderman  W. Allison, of
Birtley, has attained his jubilee
as a local preacher, and the
opportunity has been taken
locally of reviewing and recog-
nising his varied work. It was
on the plan of the old Hetton
Circuit that Mr. Allison’'s name
first appeared in 1864 as No. 42,
and to-day he and Rev. M.
Drummong (then No. 1) are the
only survivors of those forty-
two preachers. Long distances
had to be walked in fulfilment
of his apvointments. And it
was not uncommon for him to
sit up all night studying until
the caller came and he found
he had just time to change his
clothes and go to the pit—but
this is a practice he does not recommend to students!
‘His ministry has been distinctly evangelical, and he has
had the joy of seeing a considerable number of conver-
sions under his preaching. Public life claimed Mr.
Allison a good while since. Rev. J. G. Soulsby tells how
he first heard him durinﬁ a strike twenty-two years ago.
Mr. Allison was then addressing from a wagon an open-
air gathering of miners. For twenty-two years Mr.
Allison has been a member of the Durham County
Council, of which nearly six years ago he was elected an
Alderman. In private life he has endeared himself to a
wide circle of friends by his kindly spirit, and his un-
obtrusive acts of generosity have brightened the lives of
many. Mrs. Allison has worthily seconded her husband
in all his endeavours, and warm testimony was given at
the presentation meeting to her noble co-operation.

To recognise Mr. Allison’s jubilee as a local preacher,
and also his fifty-five years’ service in"the Sunday-school,
as well as long years in the capacity of class leader, church
treasurer and trustee, a social evening was recently
arranged. Mr, J. Hall, of Ouston, presided. Letters
regretting absence were read from Rev. W. Gelley and
Mr. G. Urwin. Speeches were given by Messrs. J. Clark,
B. Bolan, J.P., J. Smith, F. Knox, and G. Hepple, Rev.
J. G. Soulsby, and the circuit ministers. Mr. J. English
made the presentation of an illuminated address and
purse of gold to Mr, Allison and a handbag to Mrs.
Allison. Refreshments were served during the evening,
and a musical programme was rendered by the Birtley
Co-operative Prize Choir,

WHAT NERVOUS PEOPLE
SHOULD EAT.

People who suffer with their nerves do so because the'r
nervous system is under-nourished.

The brain and ner es depend for their strength on the
phosphorus contained in food, but nerve sufferers and
those subject to overwork, worry, and anxiety do not get
enough phosphorus in this way, and the nervous system
becomes starved.

This results in nervousness, depression, brain fag, loss
of energy, sleeplessness, headaches, indigestion, and other
nervous ailments, and it is necessary to feed and
strengthen the mervous system with phosphorus taken
separately and ip addition to ordinary food.

The simplest and best method of doing this is by taking
Dr. Birley’s Assimilable Phosphorus, which feeds and
strengthens the brain and nerves in a wholesome, natural
manner.

You can obtain it at most chemists’ at 1s. 13d., 2s. 0d.,
and 4s. 6d., but Gordon Murray and Co., Ltd. (Dept.
Y.B.1), 10, Adam-street, Strand, London, will send you
& special size introductory bottle (in value 3s.) at the
@ominal trial price of 1s, if you enclose also 4d. for
postage and apply within ten days.

Take a teaspoonful morning and evening for just the
month this trial bottle will last, and you will be surprised
st the wonderful improvement it will make in you.

Ald. W. Allison.

THE AFRICAN DEPUTATION.

Godspeed to Rev. H. J. Taylor and
Councillor A. Shaw, J.P,

—

It was a happy inspiration of the General Missionary
Secretary to suggest a valedictory gathering in honour of
Rev. H. J. Taylor and Councillor A. Shaw, J.P., prior
to their embarking on their weighty mission to our South
and South Central African Mission Stations. The sug-
gestion was quickly acted upon by the London Ladies’
Missionary Auxiliary and a large number of friends
gathered in Holborn Hall on Thursday, May 28th, to bid
the deputation godspeed. After reireshments had been
served prayer was offered by Rev. J. Tolefree Parr. A
few cordial introductory words were then spoken by Rev.
S. Horton. He referred to the great success of our
African work and the fresh problems this success had
created. Hence the decision of the General Missionary
Committee to send out a deputation to make full inquiries
concerning the problems, difficulties, and opportunities,
and to report thereon. They had every confidence in
the brethren who had been chosen for this onerous task
and wished them all success in their enterprise. Words
of warm appreciation and sincere goodwill were spoken
by Revs. J. Dodd Jackson, James Pickett, Mr. James
Sivil, Revs. J. Mayles, John Day Thompson, Mrs. T.
Proud (who voiced the good wishes of the women of our
Church), Mr. W. M. Patterson (Vice-President of Con-
ference), Revs. W. A. Hammond, and A. T. Guttrey.

Few men understand our missionary genius and policy
better than Rev. James Pickett, and his remarks had
additional interest, as he was one of the first deputations
to visit our West African Missions. He was desirous
that the deputation should not go with any feeling of
depression in their hearts. They would need to banish
ali preconceptions, as they would meet with con-
stant surprises, suggestively adding that they would re-
quire large note-books to record the impressions which
would crowd in upon them. ey were to convey greet-
ings, and in turn they would receive 8 warm welcome
from the black Primitive Methodists of Africa. Mr.
Pickett asked that the deputation might be cheered and
sustained by the kindly tEoughts and prayers of friends
at home.

It was especially fitting that the ex-Missionary
Secretary, Rev. A. T. Guttery, to whom the idea of the
deputation is due, and whose term at the Mission House
was marked by a fine aggressive policy, should offer his
congratulations and good wishes. Mr. Guttrey laid his
finger on one of the weaknesses of our Church in speak-
ing of its parochialism, and expressed the hope that the
result of the deputation would be to emphasise the
imperial spirit.

ouncillor Shaw and Mr. Taylor were warmly received
in responding to the good wishes that had been expressed.
Their supreme qualifications for the work to which they
have been called is their intense love and loyalty for their
Church, but each of them has other endowments and giits
which inspire confidence. Mr. Shaw is a man of proved
ability, with a keen inquiring mind, practical business
instincts, and is held in high honour and esteem in the
‘West Midland District. Mr. Taylor is not only an effec-
tive missionary advocate, he is a capable administrator,
and alive to his finger-tips in all that concerns missions,
Mr. Shaw's reply was marked by genuine feeling and
appreciation of the confidence of his Church in him. He
stated that both Mr. Taylor and himself came irom the
old Brierley Hill Circuit, which has sent many able men
into.our ministry. He made mention of his early love
for Africa, his passion for missions, and his eagerness to
get to business in the land of mystery as Africa has
been happily described. Mr. Taylor also feelingly re-
sponded. He said he was deeply grateful to the Con-
nexion for the honour it had conferred upon him. It
was a speech of Rev. D. T. Maylott which first won his
heart for missions, and he deeply regretted that circum-
stances had prevented his becoming a missionary. Mr.
Taylor then gave an outline of the programme they hoped
to carry out. They would sail on Saturday, May 30th, from
Southampton, and expected to reach Cape Town on June
16th. After a stay there of three days they take train
into the interior, calling at mission houses of all Churches
on the way, according to the time at their disposal, to
make inquiries respecting industrial, educational,
medical, evangelistic work, etc. They hope to reach
Livingstone, a distance of 2,200 miles by rail, on June
25th or 26th, and will there hold a Conference of all the
Churches. Soon after leaving Iivingstone they would
cross the frontiers of civilisation, and would trek some
hundreds of miles at the rate of fifteen miles each day,
visiting our South Central African stations and holding
conferences. They would then return to Victoria Falls,
and proceed to Johannesburg, and from thence to Aliwal
North with its ninety-eight out-stations, completing their
itinerancy at Lovedale, a famous missionary centre in
Africa,

The programme will call for great physical endurance
and mental alertness. It is fraught with - immense
possibilities and there is every reason to believe it will
result in fruitful suggestions 1n the way of further mis-
sionary advance. Missionaries will be cheered and
heartened as they plod along their lonely furrows. It
was suggested that the deputation should be remembered
in public prayer while on the high seas, and as they push
forward into the heart of Africa. We hope that those
whom they have left behind will also be remembered.
Hearty thanks were accorded to the ladies in arranging
the meeting by Revs. H. J. Pope and John Watts, two
Australian ministers over for the Coniference. Two
veteran missionaries—Revs. G. E. Butt and D. T.
Maylott—were present, and Mr. Maylott’s heart must
have been warmed by Mr. Taylor’s kindly reference to
himself. A memorable meeting was concluded by sing-

ing “ God be with you till we meet again,” and the Bene-
diction by Rev. Geo. E. Butt.

At Waterloo and Southampton.

Soon after eleven o'clock on Saturday morning last a
group of friends began to gather on the platform at
Waterloo Station to %id adien to Rev. H. J. Taylor and
Mr. A. Shaw, J.P., on their departure for South Africa,
via Southampton. The train was a special, and was very,
heavy, all passengers being bound for Africa per the
“Balmoral Castle.” Both Mr. Taylor and Mr. Shaw were
in the best of spirits, and were full of hope concerning
their visit. There were many parting words and good
wishes expressed. In addition to Mrs. Taylor and Miss
Mary Taylor, both of whom faced the parting with calm
restraint, thero were present Revs. S. Horton, J. Day
Thompson, J. Dodd Jackson, Joseph Johnson (who stiil
required the official signature o