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“ SPIRITUAL DYNAMICS.”

It has been said by a great leader of Free Church
thought that the difference between the Anglican and
Free Church view of ‘‘orders’’ is that the one is
mechanical and the other dynamical. This is a dis-
tinction that needs to be made in other spheres than
the ministry, for in this age there is a danger in
social and religious work, of trusting to mechanics
instead of dynamics. There is a danger of expecting
the millennium to come through committees, corpora-
tions, and parliaments, rather than through indivi-
dual energy and personal power. Workers in the
religious sphere are in a similar danger, for we are
tempted to think that if we can only start some new
organisation, or have the old ones speeded up, that
the new heaven and the new éarth will soon appear.
This is to expect Christ’s Kingdom to come meclani-
cally rather than dynamically. Christ’s method with
men was always dynamic; He sought to nplift them
by life rather than by law, by the method of the lily
and not that of the crystal, by the law of growth
rather than by accretion. The crystal develops by
additions from without, the lily by life from within.
Clirist’s method is first of all to inake a new heart,
then a new man, and then a new society, and from
the new society to develop a new race. What the
Church of Christ needs is not more organisation-but
more life: ‘“ More life and fuller, that I want.”” It
is from the life within that bodily. waste, through
the wear and tear of daily life, is renewed, and where
this life is flowing free and strong, disease is resisted
and power maintained. So the Church is kept
healthy and strong through the influx of spiritual
life, and this is ever all around us ready to be appro-
priated. It has been said that there is enough elec-
tricity in a single rain-drop, if rightly used, to bring
to the ground the tallest spire of the largest cathe-
dral in the land. So there are about us subtle
spiritual forces, if properly adjusted and appro-
priated, sufficient to fell to the earth those high-
towering evils that frown down upon the peoples clus-
tering around their base.

Jesus is spoken of in the Scriptures as being *‘ The
power of God,”’ and the ease with which He did His
mighty works is a proof-of this.- When He gave
speech to the dumb, sight to the blind, and life to
the dead there was no effort or struggle, but each
work was done with the ease of one who was above his
work, and as if they were just ordinary deeds. And
case is always an indication of power. On the other
hand, strain and agony are indicative of weakness
and that a person is under his work. Another feature
of Christ’s doings which indicated ease was the
absence of all self-congratulation. He had no idea
that He was doing anything great. So, amongst His
followers, when there is self-admiration, a desire for
the wide-eyed, wondering crowd, a desire for people
to see the mighty work, then we may be sure that
there is not much power. But where men are doing
mighty works, giving spiritual vision and moral heal-
ing, and imparting a new life as simply and naturally
as they walk and talk, then we may be sure that
there dwells in them the very power of God. How,
then, may such dynamic energy be obtained, is the
question of questions? How may spiritual forces be
tapped, subdivided and distributed? One of the
earlier difficulties of electricians was not so much how
to generate electricity as how to divide the current
so that it could be utilised as force and light. The
problem has-been now overcome. But it is still
question as to how spiritual energies, diffused through
the universe, may be captured, distributed and made
personal. 5

This may be done, firstly, by the development of
character., Character may be defined as the unified

result of the inner activities of our being, of mind,
!xeart., conscience and will. It is what a man really
is as distinguished from what he does. Its quality
depends upon the use made of these activities. If
each is fulfilling its divinely ordained function—
““mind and heart according well,” making ‘‘ one
music "’—then the character is good, and becomes an
increasing power for good. It is character, or the
amalgamation of these activities, that creates that
subtle something which - psychologists call person-
ality, which goes out impressing itself upon others
and influencing them, flinging a spell over them for
good which can no more be explained than it can be
resisted. That character may develop need not be
argued ; it grows by our thinking, by the free choices
of the will, and by the right choice of motives and
deeds. It grows rightly when we do what scems to be
the wisest, kindest, and the best. It also grows by the
kind of enviroument in which it is placed, by wrap-
ping ourselves up in the divine presence; in other
words, by ‘‘practising the presence of God.”’
As our character is, so is our moral power an(
spiritual influence. Brilliant gifts, when not united
to right living, will produce only poor results;
whereas, on the other hand, when men are living good
and true lives they are a specific force for riglteous-
ness, although their gifts are only second rate.
‘“ Thou hast hidden these things from the wise and
prudent, but hast revealed them unto babes.”” As
character is one of the media of spiritual power, it
follows that its investiture is not instantaneous, but is
secret, silent, and gradually cumulative. The early
Christian disciples were told to *‘ tarry at Jerusalem,””
where they would be ‘‘ endued with power.”” Tarry-
ing was one of the conditions of enduement; and
so is it still. The man in the child must wait for
power, for only time can bring it, or at least the con-
ditions through which. it can be displayed. So
spiritual power, coming through character, must be
waited for, waited for while love deepens, experience
ripens, and righteousness abounds. If this be correct
it follows that the young Clristian, notwithstanding
his gifts and his zeal, cannot exert the same influence
for good as the man with a rich and holy experience.
The remembrance of this will do much to save
them from discouragement and worry, and guide them
into a patient waiting for Christ, whose presence i3
power. Like Simon the Sorcerer, we covet the power
to exorcise evil spirits; we sce those of riper years
wielding a mighty strength. It all seems so easy, and
we desire to do the same. But this ‘‘ kind goeth not
out but by prayer and fasting *’; one of the first_con-
ditions of ability to do so is the possession of a
Christly character.

Then, again, power is increased by obedience, by
the complete surrender of ourselves to the will of ITim .
in whom all power dwells. The tree becomes strong
and fruitful when it obeys the law of its life; the
child is robust when it acts similarly. Let either
refuse to obey this law and try to live without air,
light, and food, and very soon strength will decay
and death supervene. This is as true of spiritual
development. For the soul to be fruitful and strong
there must be submission to the law of its life; in
other words, a perfect obedience to Christ. Jesus is
the visnalised and personalised law of spiritual life,
and by submission to Him and by following Him
power comes. When there is absolute surrender to
Him then does His power become ours, and we are
able to do even ‘‘ greater works."

Then, lastly, another condition of power is prayer.
Character, submission, obedience are the snbjective
conditions, the preparation for Pentecost, but prayer
is the medium bringing the divine energy into human
life, so that the men of prayer, of character, and of
.obedience are the men of power. Prayer is the elec-
tric rod rising above the steeple which collects the
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lightnings and brings them to the earth. Scientists
tell us that the space around’us is filled with an im-
palpable substance called ether, and that this is the
great ocean of the skies in which the worlds float,
and it is the medium of their mutual attraction and
illumination. So the spiritual universe is filled with
a spiritual medium that links all -intelligences to-
gether, and on account of which all thinking creatures
are made one, and through which thoughts pass to the
centre of all things, which is God. And prayer is
the subtle chain that passes from world to world,
and from manto God, making the distant near,
supplying a channel of communication through which
invisible forces may descend. If we would be in-
vested with the power of God this door of prayer
must be kept open; and if this pathway to the cen-
tral source of power be kept wide and clear then will
our words become half battles and our lives a per-
petual ‘redemption. Let us not forget that our
Master’s method of social and moral emancipation was
vot'mechanical, but dynamical.
‘W. JonEs DaviEs.

‘THE CHURCH AND THE SUNDAY
. SCHOOL.

By Rev. W. Spedding.

The growth of the entente cordiale between the Church
and the Sunday-school has been a noteworthy feature of
recent years. In a better understanding of the vital re-
lation of each to the other, the gulf of estrangement at
one time so evident has been largely bridged. The atmo-
sphere of jealousy and suspicion has been changed to one
of sympathy and confidence. There never was a time
when a closer bond of mutual goodwill united the two, and
when each was more anxious to fully discharge its func-
tions in relation to the other. This 1s absolutely impera-
tive for the success of both. There is undoubtedly much
which the Church may reasonably claim from the Sunday-
school, and there is much which the Sunday-school may
¢laim from the Church as these terms are understood. To
the degree to which these claims are admitted and en-
forced will the supreme work of both Church and
school be compassed. Happily, all the signs of the times
point to a kindlier relation, and to more united action
to secure the great spiritual interests of the young people
whom God has committed to their care and nurture.

An Integral Relation.

Tt is obvious that the Church and the school sustain an
integral relation to each other—that is, both are simply
complementary parts of one great whole. The. Church is
really an inclusive term covering many departments of
Christian activity. The Sunday-school is that depart-
ment in which the Church trains its young. It is not
something separate from or outside of the Church, any
more than the nursery is separate from or outside of the
home. The use of certain terms and phrases has some-
times appeared to lend sanction to such an idea. The
common phrase “the link between the Church and the
scheol” has unduly and unfortunately emphasiscd the
thought of separateness between the two, while the
designation “The Children’s Church” is one with
which we have nio sympathy. The Church is one, and it
belongs to the children as much as to the adults, and any
other idea would be disastrous to the interests of both.
‘While the school necessarily and properly has its own
government, there are many ways in which its oneness
with the Church may be constantly kept before the minds
of the young people. The minikter is president or pastor
of the school, and new and again he should find a place in
jts service. In the public service of the Sanctuary there
should be a place for the children, and upon nearly_ all
special occasions they might be given some distinctive
part. Anassentbly of the entire school might occasionally
take place in the church for purely devotional purposes.
Unfortunately, the morning assembly of children has
ceased altogether in many churches. Our young people
must be made to know and realise that the school is the
Church, and of which they are in some form members.
Otherwise our work will be largely futile.

A Common Objective.

The end of all Christian teaching, whether in the church
or the Sunday-school, is to win disciples for Jesus Christ
and to train them in Christian character and conduct.
To fail here is to fail in the supreme purpose of the
church. It is an object in the securing of which the work
of the church and the school stands inter-related. One
must supply the need and confirm the task of the other.
To a large extent this has been apprehended, and the
Sunday-school las greatly supplied the membership of the
chirch for many years. But there has been much of
failure, evident from the fact that not one in ten of our
scholars become church members. We have not fully
realised what is meant by the school being the catechumen
department of the church, and in which the children are
Leing prepared for Christian discipleship. The work of
the Sunday-school is much more than to give instruction
in the history and literature of the Bible, or in a mere
‘code of ethics, It is to secure direct and definite spiritual
results in the young people themselves. Every Sunday-
school teacher should understand this, and to its accom-
plishment bend all his energies. TUpon these results
depend not merely the future of the young people them-
selves, but the future of the Church and Christ’s Kingdom
in the world. There is no field of evangelism comparable
to that of the Sunday-scheol, but it must be an evangelism
that will meet the diversified spiritual necessities and
aptitpdes of young life in all its stages. Dr. Dale once
said that the great problem of the churches was not so
much how to reclaim the masses, but how to keep them—
the masses—in our Sunday-schools.

Child Membership.

The spiritual relation of children to the church is a
problem upon which there is much diversity of judgment,
and how to help children to realise their membership of
the church, where that is admitted, is also a difficult
matter. The rite of infant baptism is a beautifyl and
impressive ceremony where it is reverently administered.
By this rite we receive children into our Church thau
ostensibly they may be trained in the privileges and
duties of the Christian religion. But from that point an
for some years it is difficult to keep watch over them.
The cradle roll comes in-as an assistance, and in this
department the Sunday-school may render valuable ser-
vice. It is very desirable that in some practicable way
the atmosphere of the church should be thrown around
child lifé, and that in its earliest years it should be made
to feel that it belongs to the church. The Sunday-scheol
Class (and especially the Primary Department), with the
Junior Endeavour, should greatly assist the child to a
measure of spiritual realisation, and .as soon as years of
adolescence dawn it should, by careful preparation, be
passed into full church membership. This should take
ll?xlaace at some special church service, and the child should

made a_communicant at the Lord’s Table as early as
possible. Tt is for them as much as for adult disciples.
The whole progess is one which demands much delicacy,
prudence, and’affection, but it must be done if the church
is not only Lo nurture but keep herself young.

Diversified Ministries.

. The ministries of the church and school, whils possess-
ing a common objective, are obviously of a diversified
order. They demand distinctive gifts and aptitudes.
Specific education and training must be given to both.
Than the training of the ministry, .whether for adults or
children, there is no more urgent duty devolving upon
the church to-day. Teacher training is the immediate
preblem of the school. Tor this the church must give her
best—the best that she possesses in brain and heart. It
is a work worthy of the most capable and influential men
and women in the Church. Rev. F. B. Meyer was much
impressed during his visit to America by the fact that the
leading business men are found in personal association
with the Sunday-schools. Character as well as capacity
is an essential qualification for Sunday-school teaching,
and only devout men and women should be set apart for
such high and holy work. The dignity and meaning of

{ the office should be emphasised by the public installation

of teachers, as in the case of ministers and lay preachers.
In Sunday-school teaching especially personal example
tells more than anything else in the exercise of a helpful
influence upon the child. The teacher who holds his
church lightly, is rarely found at her services, and par-
ticularly her devotional services, cannot expect to produce
loyal and devoted church members among his scholars,

MR, JOHN KENDALL.

After being in moderate health for a considerable
period there passed away, in the Blackburn First Circuit,
on April 8th, Mr. John Kendall, who was known far and
wide as a_most devoted and enlightened Sunday-school
worker. Mr. Kendall belonged to an old Primitive
Methodist family, and was born sixty-three years ago at
Whixley, near York. Very early in life he gave himself
to Christ, and he was scon put on the plan. Removing in
his early manhood to Harrogate, he spent some ten years
there, with one brief interval. During these years he gave
his time ungrudgingly to the preaching of the Gospel and
work amongst the young. Many in Harrogate remember
with gratitude the eminent services he rendered in those
days. Mr. Kendall removed to Blackburn about thirty
years ago, and associated himself with Montague Street
Cliurch, and threw himself into the work of the Sunday-
school with characteristic ardour, and in the years that
followed he gained, amongst the young men especially, an
influence that abides in fruitfulness, and will abide. Mr,
Kendall was a most acceptable local preacher, being in
frequent demand in his own circuit and far outside its
borders. He will, however, always be best remembered
by his work in the Sunday-school. His gifts received
wider recognition when he was appointed Connexional
Sunday-school Examination Secretary, a post which he
held for six years. The Blackburn Sunday School Union
appointed him its President in 1904-5. A severe attack of.
preumonia some few years ago so prostrated him that he
never quite shook off its effects. The funeral took place
on April 12th. A ‘service was held in the Montague Street |
Chusch, and many f{riends paid a last tribute to his’
memory. Rev. C. C. Goodall conducted, and the follow-
ing took part: Revs. J. Whittle, who gave a short address,
F. N. Shimmin, G. Hunt, P. McPhail, and T. A. Young.
Mr. Jos. Cort, one of Mr. Kendall’s most intimate friends,
also took part. Other ministers E:esent were Revs. T.
Sowerby, Jas. Wright, and F. Hihbert. At the cemetery
the committal service was taken by Rev. C. C. Goodall.
The Rev. J. E. Leuty gave a brief address at the graveside.

" Tight Corners In China.’’” By Samuel Pollard. Andrew Crombie,
London. 1s. net. ]

The writer, a United Methodist missionary in South-
West China, here records some of the perilous experiences
through which he passed. It is a most interesting and
exciting story, being presentéd in a bright, breezy, cheex-
ful way. The first chapter, entitled. “Rescued from
Murder,” recites how Mr. Pollard and  his colleague,
Frank J. Dymond, rescued a woman from her jealous and
enraged husband. There is humour -and courage in the
account. Mr. Dymond faced the would-be murderer with
a pistol of very uncertain quality, so uncertain that he was
not sure which end the shot would come onut. We are told
Wuff succeeds sometimes, and it succeeded here, but wes|
venture to think there was courage, daring, and wise
dirategy as well. There are some thirteen incidents,
humorous, yet many of them sad. Humour, courage, tact
and wisdom are all revealed in critical situations.

| a heart .full of the knowledge of the love of

HOW TO SECURE CONVERSIONS,

- Discussed by London Local
Preachers.

“ Do local preachers desire cr expect conversions as the
result of their preaching?” was the question which
irresistibly suggested itself as one sat in the Temple au
Woaod Green on a recent Thursday evening. The occasion,
was a gathering of the North and West London Primitive
Methodist Local Preachers’ Association held for the pur.
pose of comsidering “ The best way of presénting Gospel
truth to secure conversins.” A subject of the first im-

. portance, surely, to all preachers, lay or other ; yet of the

180 local preachers, preachers on trial and exhorters
scattered f,hrouglﬁmt the area covered by the association,
only a bare handful put in an appearanie to discuss the
topic. Mr, W. C. Tandy (Harrow Circuit) had prepared a
paper in which at the ouset he stated that unless we could
find a way to so present Gospel truth and conversicns
follow, we had missed the mark of our high calling. He
did not believe any awalysis of the methods of Revivalists
would help to a solution ‘of the problem. They-did not
reach the people we wanted to secure. Although they
securéd conversions, it was by abnormal miethods, and be-
cause they were abnormal they could not be the best.

‘We were bound to admit the lack of conversions. The
Churches had a deadweight of misunderstanding and
misconception to lift; due partly to the smattering of
Biblical and religious knowledge remembered by the aver-
age man from his school days, distorted by prejudices
engendered by the pursuit of the material and . the
pleasurable. Never were the times more favourdble to
simple 'and honest Gospel preaching, but much that went
by that name was unworthy the title. If the Gospel
was to be presented with the object of obtaining con-
versions, it must not be presented as a philosophic system
of a system. of ethics, nor would the preacher be helped
to that end by attacking the Higher Criticism. As Dr.
Forsyth had said, it is not the preacher’s duty to tell all
he knew about the Bible or about theology, it was his duty,
to tell everything he knew about the Gospel.

Then what should he know and what should he tell?
First, that the Gospel was good news, happiness for the un-
happy, rest for the anxious and the weary, peace for the
troubled, strength for the weak, and righteousness for the
sinner. The preacher should occupy the pulpit as if he
knew theseThings, and should preach as if he meant- every-
one to know it. Such a Gospel was not a matter of theory,
but of practice; not of hearsay, but of experience. Tha
man who had not experienced it could not preach it to
gain others. As Primitive Methodists we claimed that a
man must know of his own salvation with certainty, and

en of the world had a right to expect that we who
preached this Gospel were sure of it. We must have in
our own hearts an overwhelming conviction of its truth.
We might have doubts about certain questions of Biblical
criticism, of certain questions of theclogy, but we must
have ucene about our own salvation, which must be the
salvation we preacbed. It was not the man who hid his
meaning behind words, dividing his sermon into possi-
bilities, probabilities and qualifications who would save
souls, but the man who cried, “ One thing I know, that
whereas once I was blind, now I see.” “That which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon and our hands have handled, and the
word. of life declaré we unto you.”

But our kncwledge must not be limited by our experi-
ence. We must seek to understand, as far as'in us lay,
the implications of the life and the Gospel we preached.
What the world needed was not so much a reformed
pulpit but an informal one. Time must be found for study.
This, of course, meant sacrifice. ~'We must study: nob
merely our message, but the men and women to whom it
was delivered. We must ‘take aim if we were to reachi
the consciences of men. We must base our appeal not on
anything external to the man, but to the testimony of his
own heart and conscience; to his experience of life.

We must: appeal, too, to the desire for bebter-
ment, that was mnever iabsent, perhaps, ~from the
worst of mankind. He did not and would not believe that
the bias of mankind was towards sin and hell ; he believed
it it to be on the side of the angels. We must therefore
present the Gospel—not as a present salvation, a salva-
tion that comes by the hand of no priest or creed, but
from the heart of God straight fo the heart.of man, filling
his heart with the musjc of peace and joy and satisfying -
the highest demands of his nature. Mr. Tandy concluded :
The world has not heard its best preaching yet. It will
hear it when we are on five for God, when we speak %rom
od. . It-1s
by representing what we ourselves have experienced of a
full, free and sufficient salvation that we shall secure
conversions. So shall' we be approved unto God, work-
men that need not be ashamed.

The debate was opered by Mr. Watson (Enfield), whai
at once joined issue with Mr. Tandy as to man's bias,
holding that his biis wag to evil.

Messre. W, Plumb (Tottenham), W. Saunders (Kilburn),
Bond (Marylebone), Milford (Hounslow) and Strongmam
(Tottenham), and Mr. Hawkins joined in the discussion,
which was closed by Rev. W. H. Wright. Mr. Tandy
briefly replied.

ST. ANNES-ON-THE-SEA.

SUNDAY, APRIL. 23rd,
Rew. G. BICHENO, at 10.15 & 6.30.

N.B —The Great Musical Event at Luton for 8t Anncs,
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10th,
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The Week's Messages.

The Path of Progress—Love.
By Rev. J. Burkitt,

Darwin has familiarised us with the struggle for exist-
ence proceeding in the natural world and known as “the
survival of the fittest,” ‘‘Nature, red in tooth and claw,”
is all around us. In forest,-air and sea the strong re-
morselessly prey upon the weak. Doubtless it is in har-
mony with the Divine plan, and the suffering produced
may be exaggerated in our thought. Another and higher
principle, however, is at work. Altruism is the principle

, of living and acting in the interests of others. This is
the path for man to tread. He is spiritual. It is the
function of Christianity to contrgl the animal in man, and
lead him aléng the upward road!” The Kingdom of God is
brotherhood, peace and love. Co-operation is more of the
spirit of Christianity than competition. Christianity is, in
one word—love. To say that war is necessary to the
preservation and development of the race is foolish, and
for a Christian to say so is treason. It is love that gives
the highest type of man—the reformer, confessor, philan-
thropist, missionary. The supremacy of animal instinets
eliminates from us what is noblest and best, but love stimu-
lates and strengthens all that is divinest. Love is brave,
strong and true. Jesus Christ, noblest man, is Princ: of
Peace. Love will solve all problems—racial, social,
political, international. And the present problem of the
Church, how to arrest the drift toward materialism, finds
its answer here. The root cause of the present decline is
inside the church, not outside. Let us make our Chris-
tianity a living, breathing reality. Let us, with cheerful
face and glowing heart, iread the path of sacrifice, and
the throne of the King will-be established in the earth.
His word is plain—*“ Follow Me.”

A Plea for Spiritual Reality.
By Rev. T. Kynaston.

This is the great need of the Church to-day. There is
nothing so fatal to spiritual success in the work of the
OChurch as unreality. Life is lived to-day at high pressure,
business is exacting, and many well-meaning people plead
that they have no time for the culture of the spiritual.
The result is that Ohrist is no longer supreme in the life,
and the claims of His Church are set aside for other things.
It is no sinecure to be a real Christian, and to preserve a
vigorous spiritual life, when our highest aspirations are
being continuously challenged by the pleasures and pur-
suits of life. The materialistic spirit robs religion of its
spiritual power, devotion of its living flame, and the Chris-
tian life of its saintliness. There is but one safeguard.
‘We must live in Teal and constantfellowship with God.
If our spiritual life is daily refreshed at the eternal foun-
tains it will be full of charm and brightness, anpd convince
men-outside of the churches of its reality and worth. We
need spiritual reality in our worship. Its value is seen

" mot in ornament or ritual bup in the real spirit and pur-
posé of worship, and in the contribution of faith and
prayer and praise our people bring to the gservice. In the
days of our fathers this reality was seen and felt in the
earnestness of the preacher, the simplicity and fervour of
the prayers, and the heartiness of the singing, and such
worship brought conviction to the sinner, comfort to the
penitent and peace to the conscience. Spiritual reality
will create in our homes a religious atmosphere, a spjrit
of romance, and an altar of prayer and devotion. It fvill
fnake us consecrated men, consumed with the passion for
souls. Tt will take us up into the Divine purpose, and
make us fellow. workers with God. It will save our work
from bacoming wearisome and monotonous, and baptize the
Church with new life and power.

SHEFFIELD AND THE LAYMEN'S
MISSIONARY LEAGUE,

.On Wednesday night, the 12th inst., a meeting of con-
siderable interest was held at the house of Mr. James
Sivil, Priory Knoll, Sheffield, vice-president of the Con-
ference, for the purpose of creating a deeper and wider
interest in the Laymen’s League, of which he is the hon.
secretary and an enthusiastic promoter. The local sec-
Tetary, Mr. D. Manterfield, on behalf of Mr. and Mrs.
Sivil, invited the“keéyman” of each of the nine circuits,
with an additional representative, to meet for conference,
and nearly all were present. After an excellent tea, Mr.
W. Saul presided, and in a lucid address Mr. Sivil
explained the origin, objects and methods of the League,
after which all phases of the subject were frankly and
sympathetically discussed. Various methods were sug-
gested for creating the necessary spiritual atmosphere
in which the sentiment governing the movements might
thrive and practical results bo produced. A series of
Tecommendations were made to the circuits, through
their respective keymen, for the adgption of methods to
}Jromote the objects of the League, by means of frequent
ocal conferences, pulpit references and regular mis-
Sicnary prayer meetings, etc.

The hospitality of Mr, and Mrs. Sivil was warmly
acknowledged. The meeting was, in every respect, a
complete’ success, and the opinion was unanimous that
the,idea of it had been a happy ome, and that if further
leading laymen in the various centres would follow the
lead given by Mr. Sivil, a great impulse would be given
to the movement, and strength and permanence.

The -*Primitive Methodist Leader’ may-
be ordered through any Newsagent or
at Railway Bookstalls,

Table Talk. "

The friends of -the Central Hall, Bradford, will rejoice
to learn that the cffort to reduce the heavy liabilities by
£4,000 is meeting with @ good amount”of success, and
that just recently £1,000 has been paid off the debt,
making the second thousand in a little over two years.
Tbe trustecs warmly appreciate the efforts of the special
district sub-committee” who are working in this matter,
and are especially grateful for the generous help of Alder-
nien Joe Brearley, J.P., R. Fletcher, J.P., and Counc. T.
Fletcher, J.P., who have given much valuable time in
securing help from many of the influential people of
Bradford. The minister, Rev. W, Sawyer, and the local
committee are confidently anticipating that the whole
scheme will in due course be completed, and are looking
eagerly forward to the visit of the fortlicoming Con-
ference, and through it to the awakening of generous
sympathetic interest in the work of the mission.

* * *

In the passing of Mr. Joseph Sweeper, of Purton,
Wilts, a great loss has come to a wide circle of friends,
as well as to the Brinkworth Circuit, to which he
belonged, and to the Brinkworth and Swindon District.
Through a long, active, and devoted life to his Church,
he Lad become widely known and greatly beloved. Up
to a short time ago i;e pursued his duties with all his
accustomed buoyaney, and his friends anticipated some
more years of checrful service from one so youthful in
heart and joyous in tone. But the worker has been
called home during the Easter scason. The funeral takes
place to-day, Thursday. For many years Mr. Sweeper
was an outstanding figure in his district, and rendered
service to the Church in many ways. He had served for
many years on the Connexional Sunday School Union
Committee, practically from the formation of the com-
mittee over thirty years ago. Although well on in life,
he was always on the side of progressive reform in school
work, and every project for the Connexion’s advance found
in him not only a sympathiser, but a practical helper.
Such men as Mr. Swecper are a trv.':sure to any Church. -

* *

An interesting example of ingenuity and industry
comes from Manchester, where a well-known lady has
used the crochet needle to make £25 for the Centenary
Fund. Only a lady could understand how £25 could be
secured through crochet work, and possibly most ladies
will wonder. The fact implies a high degree of skill in
execution, and no less a degree of consecrated business
ability. Mr. and Mrs. Meredith have given £120 to the
Centenary Fund, and to add £25 to that is a notable
achievement. Moss Lane Church is rich in having such
devoted peopls, and Mr. J. Longden, the district
treasurer, must have had a peculiar joy in handling the
cheque for £25, which he has just sent to the Central
Office as the final instalment of his sister’s industry,

* * *

At the Tunstall District Committee it was reported
that over £72 had been raised for the Orphanage during
the year. The Building Committee sanctioned the build-
ing of a new church at Beeston, to cost £650; to alter
KentGreen Church and build a new school ; to build a
new chapel at Cauldron, Cheadle Circuit, to cost £250;
and to enlarge the manse at Macclesfield. Appreciation
was expressed of the Arbitration proposals between this
country and the United States. The committce accepted
the allocation of the National Free Church finamcial
proposals,

* »* * .

Many of our churches are hampered by having to build
premises on leasehold land, but in some cases such land
is being enfranchised. In Grimsby First Circuit a splen-
did site is held at I.ord Street, on which mission and
school rooms are built. The land was owned by the
Grimsby Corporation and Ireemen, but the consent of
the Town Council and the Local Government Board was
secured for its sale to our mission trustees. By a clause
in an Act of Parliament, all Freemen's land must be
sold by public auction, and a few days ago Rev. Arthur
Jubb attended the sale and purchased the land for the
trustees, who pay iwenty-five years’ ground rent as the
purchase price. The trustees will now possess a mag-
nificent freehold site for future extensions. :

* * *

Saville Street Church, North Shields, commenced to'
celebrate its jubilee on Good Fridey, and will continue
the celebration weck by week untll the end of June.
Saville Street Church has a great record, and has been
the spiritual home of a fine intellectual and religious
race of men. It is interesting to learn that the opening
sermon was preached by Rev. Thomas Southron on Good
Friday morning, March 29th, 1861. .Colin C. McKechnie,
John Hallam, John Watson, Hugh Gilmore, and many
others served the church in its palmiest days—the days
of rich spiritual earnestness and aggression. Revs, J.
Odell, J. G. Bowran, the President of the Conference,
John Hallam—still, happily, able to take services—will
share with many other distinguished ministers and lay-
men in the rejoicings of the occasion, either as preachers
or speakers. As old memories are revived, may the old
spint be .realised. The handbook of the jubilee,
speciallyillu.strabed,:vill be*read and treasured by many.

*

Moss Lane Sunday School, Manchester, affords one of
the most striking examples of the persistency and triumph
of organised work. There is hardly anyone who knows
our Church throughout the country, but what would
accord to Moss Lane the first position for size, efficiency,
and enthusiasm. That Sunday-school genius, the late
Mr. Henry Beales, made the school and the adjuncts
issuing therefrom his life’s work. .Amound him he
gathered others and trained them, so that when he was
called to his reward they were found trained and ready to .
carry on the work. There is not a feature of modern
Sunday-school work but can be found irn active operation

at Moss Lane. A souvenir of the school’s sixtieth anni-

versary, which occurs on April 22nd-24th, has just been
issued. We could wish that a copy were in the possession
of every Sunday-school worker. It is an Inspiring
document. :

* * *

The death of Mr. John Kendall, of Blackburtn, has
taken from the Church, one of its most efficient Sunday-
school workers. For many years Mr. Kendall repre-
sented the Liverpool District on the General Sunday
School Union Committee, where he took a prominent
place. When the teachers’ and scholars’ yearly examina-
tions were made into a separato department he became
the first secretary, and to a larce extent succecded in
organising the work which has become such a distinct
feature in our Sunday-school life. The church at mon-
tague Street, Blackburn, in his. departure, has lost one
of its oldest and best workers.

* * *

The Chatham Circuit sets a commendable example in
the quarterly issue of a magazine, “The Watchtower,”
which serves the two-fold purpose of a plan. and an in-
teresting report of circuit work, together with well-chosen
literary items. The quarter’s topics of senior and junior
C.E.'s are also given, and the whole publication manifests
the careful and able editorship of Rev. I. R. Brunskill.
We congratulate the promoters. The idea is an cxcellent
one and worthy of imitation.

* * *

Now that we are nearing the close of our Centenary
celebrations, it is thought that our orphanages will
receive increased consideration from all our people. The
Connexional treasurer, Mr. Thomas Robinson, J.P., of
Cleethorpes, sets a splendid example of devotion, During
the past year he has personally obtained over £130 in
donations, and with the co-operation of the minister
and offictals, Cleethorpes Church has raised over £52 in
ail of our orphans. It is pleasing to know that in Mr.
Robinson our Church has a trecasurer who consecrates
gifts and time and money to this Christlike work.

* * *

Mr. E. 8. Leatherby, a local preacher in the Plymouth
Circuit, has been unanimously appointed president of the
Devonport and District Free Church Council. This is the
first time that the position has been filled by a Primitive
Methodist. At the same meeting the Rev. J, A. Ashworth
resigned the position as secretary owing to his shortly
leaving the town.

= »*

The Mayor and Mayoress of Wigan attended and openel
a winter garden party in the (ﬁntral Hall, Wigan, on
Wednesday last.

e —

THE EARTH GIVES BACK HER
' DEAD.

—_—

Our Societies in the Platt Bridge neighbourhood, which
suffered such severe losg of officials and other prominent
members by the death toll of the terrible Maypole
explosion of 1908, have just experienced a sad sequel.
Only a few bodies were recovered at the time, the
atmospheric conditions defying the attempts at rescue.
Since the work of the mine fEyegan afresh, recovery of
remains has, naturally, been a slow matter, and in some
cases was thought remote, but after the lapse of nearly
three years the remains of two of the entombed men who
had connection with our church have been recovered.
These were Peter Fishwick and John Pennington. The
identification of the former was by means of his watch,
and of the latter by the clogs and belt he was wearing at
the time of the explosion. The touching scene of the
recognition of these articles can be better imagined than
described. Both funerals took place on Wednesday, and
much public interest was aroused by the unusual circum-
stances. The first portion of the service over Mr. Fish-
wick was taken in our Abram chapel, where he had been a
very active member, the interment being in the local
churchyard, and the former part of the service over Mr.
Pennington was in our Platt Bridge chapel, the remains
being taken to Hindley. Rev. T. Bullock officiated at
Platt Bridge, and Revs. W. Cooper, J. H. Cretney, and
J. A. Alderson at Abram.

PRESTON SECOND CIRCUIT.

Presentation to Mr. James Weaver,
Leyland.

Mr, Weaver, who is superintendent of Leyland Sunday-
school and teacher of the men's Bib]a-clya.ss, has ju:sv(:
retired from the office of trust secretary, a position he has
held for over twonty-five years. The trustees and friends
desired to recognise his long @nd faithful serviess, and on
Saturday last a tea meeting was held in the afterncon,
and a public meeting in the evening presided over by Mr.
Thomas Baker. Speeches were :ma(?: by the chairman,
Mr. Robert Holmes, Mr. Richard Durham, and Rev.
R. H. MacFarlane, who made the presentation, and paid
a high tribute to Mr. Weaver's work, stating that Mr.
Weaver had filled almost all the offices in connection with
the church and -sohool, and at one time was circuit
steward. His best work had been done as trusted and
honoured secretary of the chapel trust, The beauti-
ful and convenienb premises at Leyland thave been
freed from debt. 'I'\:’ﬁ ur]l:w ﬂh(‘:ehurch cosﬁ.& £1,500, and it
is not saying too mu t present hap ition is
largely due to. the organising ability of lﬁr%e&ver.
During the past twenty-two years no less than £2,400 has
been maised for church and school funds. Mr. MacFarlane
then presented to Mr. Weaver, in the name of the
trustees and friends, a beautifully-designed gold albert
and pendant. Letters of appreciation and congratulation
were read from Revs. W. Bowe, F. Jeffs, and J. Dodd
Jackson. Mr. Weaver suitably replied.
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The Story of the Bradford Increase Campaign.

HOW THE CHURCHES WERE AWAKENED.

By Rev. d.

To tell the story of the Increase Campaign which the
Bradford churches entered upon a little over six months
ago, and to attempt to indicate its results, requires a
little temerity, for though we have reached the goal for
which we originally set out, and have more than the 5 per
cent. increase in membership, yet opinions probably differ
as to how much of this increase is due to this forward
movement. But one may safely say that Bradford would
not have occupied her proud position in the membership
returns had it not been for the call to concentrate upon
securing definite spiritual results which came to us with
the campaign.

It is true that the movement began as part of the pre-
parations for the Conference. We were anxious to be
able to welcome the representatives of our Connexion into
healthy and increasing churches. But for its real genesis
we have to go deeper than that. It arose out of a sense of
weakness and partial failure. We were not satisfied with
our past record and our present position. We were
sure that “this poor dying state” was not what Christ
intended for His Church ; that there was something wrong
when men of the world could laugh at its weakness and
impotency, and when God’s own people have themselves to
mourn over the meagre results that follow their toils and
sacrifices,

Then had we not been reading the story of our fathers?
The Centenary celebrations reminded us of. their glorious
triumphs, and we felt more than ever dissatisfied. We
remembered that the first preacher who came to Bradforl
in 1821 reported at the end of twe years’ toil a membership
of 324. And this was contrasted with the progress during
recent times, when, with all our splendidly-equippe.
churches and schools, and teachers and preachers, we have
an average annual increase for the last twenty-five years
.of one per cent. The fact that it had taken a hundred of
us a whole year to gain one was, to say the least, humilia-
ting, and thus we were led to resolve that if this state of
things could be remedied (and who doubted it ?) it must be.

Coming to the simple story of the campaign, a little
tribute ought to be paid to Rev. W. Sawyer, for it was
from his lips that the suggestion of a forward movement
first came, though it was eagerly taken up by all the
brethren, The inaugural meetings were fixed for October
1st. Before the day arrived a united prayer meeting was
arranged, and this was such a wonderful season of blessing
that a second had to be held, and before this was over it
was_felt that already we had the droppings of a shower.
The meetings on October 1st will ever be memorable to
some of us. Everybody seemed to have come with a pur-
pose. Speakers and people had entered into the spint of
the new movement. They werc. out on business. How
parents, teachers, choirs and: officials could help was set
forth in earnest speeches, and at the end of a great day,
after having ple(ﬂged ouiselves to do our utmost “by
earnest prayer and loving labour to contribute our share
towards the result desired,” we went home, feeling thai
the thing was of God.

Tt was now lelt to each minister and church to carry on
the campaign in the way that commended itself to their
judgment. The methods my 'brethren adopted I do not
know ; but in the church with which I am best acquainted
a week-night prayer-meeting was begun immediately. The
invitation was only to those “ who longed for a revival of
God’s work.” From twenty-one who responded the first
week, our numbers quickly went up.to sixty and seventy.
The burden of the prayers has been souls—*“ give us souls”
—and within three weeks from the first meeting visible
results were given. From that time up to the present
there have been very few Sundays without someone openly
confessing Christ, and all this in a church where week-
night prayer meetings and old-fashioned conversions were
generally regarded as almost impossible to-day!

But very soon a problem presented itself. How could
the young men be captured? Middle-aged men and
women, as well as young women and girls, were numbered
among the converts; but the young men were not there.
And this question wae felt to be urgent all over the city ;
for, while we have a good proportion of young men in our
congregations, yet very few are to be found upon the roll
of professed disciples. What could be done? It was
decided to form a Young Men’s Auxiliary, to be a kind of
* Catch-my-Pal” crusade in our churches, We proposed

banding together the few young men already in the church
and set them on the track of those who were outside. They
were also to endeavour to popularise the Sunday
prayer-mectings by attending themselves and by doing |
their utmost to get others to do the same.
was sent on its way at a fine meeting held on December |
17th, when about 250 young men gathered and Rev. H.
Coulbeck gave a telling address. -

But we had not to wait for this meeting before success
appeared. Again it began with a preparatory prayer-
meeting. This having been held, one person at least went
home to “inquire of the Lord ” what he personally could
do to answer the prayers that had been déffered. Guidance
was given. Two young men were to be invited to his
home, and the minister was to come and talk to them.
The meeting was arranged that same evening. The con-
versation turned upon the joys of Christian service, and
at length one of the young fellows said, “ We feel we ought
to get converted before we engage in any Christian work.”
The importance of immediate decision was urged. * Yes,
but we would like to bring cur mates as well, and all come
together.” The result was that the following Sunday
evening nine young men entered the prayer-mecting and
openly gave themselves to Christ. "

The Young Men’s Auxiliary is doing good service. It
is a new feature in our Sunday evening prayer-meetings
to see the front seats occupied by young men, and this we

evening _ §

The Auxiliary ; |

have seen in mcre than one church recently, Our week-

J. Reeves.

night prayer-meeting is also’ conducted by the Auxiliary
members once a month, and the last meeting they conducted
a fortnight age was among the best we have had.
“Parents’ Sunday” should also be mentioned. It was
determined to make an effort to reach the parents of our
scholars, and to each child a beautiful card was given
inviting its parents to meet with us for worship on
January 8th, and intimating that meanwhile the teacher
would call to obtain their promise to attend. The effort
was a great success. Splendid congregations assembled.
The day was crowned with conversions, and one at least is
now cn the church roll who gathered with us for the first
time on Parents’ Day. Several other of our churches have
also made a similar effort with good results.

A word as to other general issues of the campaign.

(1) There can be little doubt that we are preaching more
definitely to win men than we did before. Our preachers
have come to see that to preach a sermon without a
personal appeal is as futile as firing blank cartridges. We
haveé been so busy thinking and talking about ‘the
masses ” that we had nearly forgotten the individual.
We realise now that the masses will be won soonest by
capturing this and that individual, and as preachers we
have once more set about this work in downright earnest.

(2) Then our prayers have been more definite, and
prayer-meetings are becoming popular. Persons are
making requests that you join with them in private prayer
for the salvation of their friends and relatives, and again
and again the answer has come. Only a week ago, aftera
young man had prayed for the first time, a saintly woman
present gave thanks because day by day for months she
had been “ praying for that lad.”

(3) Then we have been working more definitely, not only
to bring men to Christ, but to the Church. The import-
ance of membership has been brought home to good people
in our congregations who have held aloof for years.
Church membership is seen to be a desirable thing. As
one of my brethren said the other night, “ We have no
increase to report, for there was a big hole in our member-
ship to fill up, and I can thank God for this movement,
for men have come to me asking to be allowed to join the
church and attend class.” Another writes: ‘“ This move-
ment has been the salvation of this church.’ Something
must be at work when friends ‘ask’ to be included in
your roll of professed disciples, and when prayers of years
are being answered.”

Our churches are greatly encouraged by this, another
reminder of the faithfulness of God. Is it not clear that
if we put ourselves into line with Him and His purposes,
then He is able and willing to use us to-day as He used
our fathers long ago? We have to battle with indiffer-
ence all around, but the indifferent world has been created
by the passionless Church. If we get back the passion for

souls—if we pray, preach, plan, plod for them—then souls |.

are won.

THE NEW PRINCIPAL OF ORON
INSTITUTE.

Rev., Charles P. Groves, B.A., B.D., Principal-Elect
of the Boys’ Institute, Oron, West Africa, who sails
from Liverpool on the 26th

inst., is the son of Rev. W.
Groves, of Sierra Leone, a
missionary in the Countess
of Huntingdon Connexian.
.My, Groves is a man of
remarkable scholastic
ability, a missionary with
missionary passion in head
and heart. Born in the
United States, he first saw
England in 1894, and then
only for a month; but in
the year 1897 his family
> left the States, and lived at
Woodford in Essex. From
there they went to Oxford,
and from Oxford in 1899
they went to Reading. Up
to this time young Groves
knew nothing of Primitive
Methodism, %Jut, on. going
to reside in Reading he
first went to the Primitive
Methodist Chapel, because
it was nearest to his home,
there being no church of his
Rev. Charles P. Groves, father’s communion in the
B.A. B.D town, His first visit so

’ favourably impressed him,

that he told his father and mother he would go to that
Sunday-school and chapel. Thus began his connection
with our Church. Mr. Groves’ mother tells us that her
son, as early as three years of age, cried to wear his

father's coat that he might go to preach, so we are not:

surprised that when the Reading officials asked him to
have his name placed on the plan, at the age of sixteen,
he agreed to their wishes, for he never had any ambition
other than that of entering the ministry. He served the
Reading churches as a local preacher for three years;
then, after being recommendeg for the larger sphere of
the ministry, he successfully passed all the examinations
and entered Hartley College.

That the principal-elect is eminently qualified to train
the boys at Oron is abundantly clear from the success
he has achicved in academic studies. His training has
been received, first in the village board school at Wood-

ford, then in a Church school in Oxford, later in two
board schools in Reading,” and then in.the Kendrick's
School in that town. The first year at the secondary
school he won prizes, but had not been in the school lon
enough to admit of his receiving them. The second year
saw him with the first form prize for general work, and:
also the top in the second class of the Oollege of Pre-
ceptors’ Examinations, with a prize for his position.
During his third year he won the first position in the
first class of the Preceptors’ Examination, and was in
that examination bracketed in the highest position for
all England in Euclid. That year saw him the possessor
of a prize given by the Berkshire Archeological Society
for"an English history paper.- At the end of this year
he matriculated, at the age of sixteen, and went to the
University College in Reading. He secured a scholarship
in the College as the result of his work in-the Kendrick
Scheol. During his secgnd year in the College he was
presented with Godet’s “Romans” and Bruce’s “ Apolo-
getics,” a special prize for his position at the top of all
inter-art students in his college. The same year he took
his inter-arts, with honours in logic. During his third
year he became sub-editor of the college magazime, secre-
tary of the Men Students’ Society, and took the
Mackinder prize of £5 for the best English essay. The
essay submitted was on the subject, “ Whether the press
leads or follows public opinion.” The close of the college
year saw him the happy possessor of the London B.A.
degree. This was in the year 1906, when he was only
nineteen years of age, and the following August he entered
Hartley College, and after three years took the B.D.
degree at Owen’s College, Manchester. !

- That Mr. Groves is the man to send to West Africa as
a missionary is strikingly clear when the process which
led him to give himself to foreign service is known.
When he made application as a candidate for the
ministry, he oﬁereg himself for “home” service only,
though his father was a missionary, and though he had
read and thought much of missionary work. The éppor-
tunity at home strongly appealed to him. It was an
address on the “Crisis in the Far East,” given' by Dr.
Garfield Williams (India) at Hartley College, which first
made the impression upon him that he ought to “offer
himself as & missionary.” A few months later, while read-.
ing missionary literature in preparation for the London
Missionary Society Exhibition in London, the impression
was deepened. The same year he went as the Hartley:
College delegate to the Students’ Christian Movement
Summer Conference at Baslow, and while there the feel-
ing was emphasised. still. more.. ‘At Easter, 1910, after
much. prayer and.conference with other men and mis-
sionaries, and after refusing to consider going to Aliwal
North, Mr. Groves offered himself for work in Africa, arsl
but a little while later it was settled that he should
becomne the principal-of Oron.

The heightened interest in missionary matters in’ Hart.
ley College during the past four years owes much to him,
It is questionable whether Leeds, Hull, and Oldham
would have seen those successful campaigns if it had not
been for his missionary spirit. In consequence of his
devotion and rare gifts, he was appointed a member of
the executive of the Theological Department of the
Student Christian Movement, which represents the col-
leges of England and has only eight members on its’
executive. Asked by a friend what specially appeals to
him as he looks forward to his work, he made answer:
“The present-day opportunity on the field makes a great
appeal, first, because of the advance of civilisation, with
its ‘lack of spiritual foundation, and, secondly, the
advance of Mohammedanism, which is alarming in a
high degree,” The Church should know that there goes
to Africa next Wednesday, April 26th, one of her
brightest, most devoted, most gifted sons, and should
pray that strength, safety, and health may be given kim,"

EMERSON EULOGISES GREECE.

Emerson, in his “ History of Modern Greece,” concludes
with these beautiful words:—A struggle, equal in
duration to the war of which Homer sung, and in in-
dividual value not perhaps inferior, has at last drawn
to a glorious close ; and Greece, though her future destiny
be as yet obscure, has emerged from the trial regenerate
and free. Like the star of Merope, all sad and lustreless,
her darkness has at length disappeared, and hér European
sisters haste- to greet the returning brightness of the
beautiful and long-lost Pleiad.”

Unfortunately, for some fifty years following the pub-
lication of these lines in 1830 the commercial history of
Greece was not of the brightest. Nor is it yet what lovers
of the noble race would wish it. When we consider that
the chief exports of Greece consist of currants, it.is easy
to understand that the income of the producing country is
not large. Some 60,000 farmers and their families live
by the cultivation of currants. Their wants are few. and
they are industrious and thrifty. Thus are they enabled
to live on the small return provided by the currant
harvest. In prosperous England there should be feelings
of gratitude towards a country which supplies us with a
mest important and valuable article of food at a low pric2.
Greek currants feed, maintain, and bring health to the
people of these isles and enable a vast array of Grecian
farmers to exist frugally. Thus are they at once the
support of nations.

VISITORS TO: LGNDON

Wiil find every Comfort and Accommodation at

THE MAY TREE HOTEL,
152, MINORIES, CITY.

(Very Central to all parts of London.

Single Beds, 2s. 6d. Double, 4s.
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THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION .'mdt{ill th;lair withfsu]fpi&on, is sheer nonsense and un- | £100 a year conditional on all being raised. \Ii;iet the
; . - worthy a Minister of the Crown. . remainder was formidable.- The treasurer, Alderman
AND HIS POLICY. ’

" By Arthur T. Guttery.

There is real need that Mr. Runciman's best friends
should tell him that his administration of the Board of
Education is causing his supporters disappointment and
dismay. The question is being asked 'loudly and persist-
ently: Is he strong enough to govern his department and
maintain discipline among the permanent officials, who
are expected to obey his word and administer his policy ?
[This is more than a personal question ; it affects national

licy, and touches the freedom and intelligence of the
‘Britishs people, ~ Personally Mr. Runciman has real
charm and much popularity. He moves upon high levels,
is perfectly sincere as a democrat and a thoroughly con-
vinced Nonconformist. * He is a Methodist, proud of the
Church of his fathers, and his rapid rise to political dis-
tinction and influence has given the greatest delight to
middle-class Free Churchmen, of which he is a worthy pro-
duct. He combines University cultnre with commercial
experience. He has ardent social sympathies and a well-
balanced judgment; he is fitted by temperament and
training for high political-power, and yet his department
seethes with unrest, and his warmest admirers are driven
to make feeble apologies for him, when they refuse to join
in the general complaints that fill the air. The time has
come for him to realise the sincerity of muck of the
criticism that is aimed at him, and to learn that genial
courtesies and general platitudes are not sufficient from a
Liberal statesman, :

His attitude towards the Holmes Circular has been un-
fortunate, if not worse. That circular breatkes the Litter
spirit of snobbishness, caste and class. He was more
angry with those who exposed the scandal-than with thosa
who created it, then he bowed to the stcrm of public
opinion, condemned the circular and withdrew it ; then he
gave us an insufficient apology from Sir Robert Morant
for * his lack of judgment”’ ; but now, with amiable incon-
sistency, he virtually condemns his condemnation, for he
goes out of his way to applaud Sir Robert Morant's
foyalty, to declare that his instructions are carried out in
spirit and in letter, and: that there is no reason why the
services of the Permanent Secretary should be dispensed
with. Mr. Runciman cannot have it both ways; he must
not complain if simple folk ask what his policy really is,
and who governs the Education Department. If he
approves the Holmes Circular, then Sir Robert Morant is
loyal, and the Minister of Elucation must carry the re-
sponsibility. If the circular is contrary to his policy, and
was issued in secret, then the officials who are responsible
for it have outraged the best ethics and traditions of the
.public service, and ought to be condemned by their chief
in plain English, and a guarantee should be secured thaf,
such ‘an offence will not be repeated. Chivalry is &
delightful thing in politics, and Mr. Runciman has it in
large measure, hut chivalry is misplaced when used to
screen acts that distort the policy and abuse the confi-
dence of a political chief. The public trust is of vastly
greater impoxtance than the nerves of a Permanent Secre-
tary, or amour propre of the Minister of Education.
‘We still believe in Mr. Runciman’s sincerity, and we are
driven to hold Sir Robert Morant responsible for a snob-
bish deed that has moved public opinion to hot disgust.

The Holmes Circular does not stand alone. Those who
have watched the career of the Permanent Secretary have
alongindictment to present. The patience of Free Church-
men and educationists is being exhausted, amd we ex-
pect the responsible Minister to take the necessary steps to
vindicate his pelicy and maintain his authority. We
cannot forget the scandal of the teachers’ register, against
which masters of all grades protest in vain; but they do
not denounce so much the responsible Minister as his
Permanent Secretary, whose action on’ this question,
is said by the “*Nation” to be a defiance of the Act of
Parliament. For some time there has been in existence a
Consultative Committee, appointed by the President of
the Department, to advise him independently of the
officials. Many of their suggestions have been progressive
and full of promise, but they. have been treated with scant.
courtesy, when not actually ignored, by the bureaucracy.
The action of Sir William Anson with regard to “ children
under five” will be remembered ; it was full of wretched
%;_rsimony, and meant hardship for the poorest. Sir

illiam 15 out of office, but his narrow policy remains in
effecty in spite of the protest of the Goveritment and the
suggestions of the Consultative Committee. All over the
country the Board of Education refuses to be relentless in
its treatment of laggard and reactionary local authorities.
We ‘are sure this is not the will of Mr. Runcimar, but
the time is more than due when he should get his will
done in loyalty to the citizens who entrust him with his
authority and expect him to secure loyalty to those prin-
ciples on which his tenure of office rests. To talk of
loyalty when secret acts cover professions of policy with
ridicule, to dpplaud deeds that ‘aggravate the situation

MACKINTOSH'S

““Mackintosh’s Tolfee is

a most Nourishing Food

for all, especially Women
and Children.”
. —DOCTOR GORDON STADLES
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BY APPOINTMENT.

TOFFEE.

The Bducation Office needs a master, and would be all
the better for the sterner methods of Mr. John Burns at
the Local Government Board. We.demand strength as
well as sincerity from our leaders, and it is not pleasant
to have to face the alternative—whether a statesman we
admire is feeble or foolish.

The Board of Education complains in its report, issued
last week, that we are approaching a grave crisis in the
provision of teachers for our clementary schools. The
training colleges on which we spend half a million a year,
and which are mostly in denominational hands, fail to
give us a sufficient supply of satisfactory teachers.' At
the same time we have teachers seeking situations in vain
and education starved to maintain classes that are too
large for effective teaching. It is the sectarian animus
that creates the difficulty ;- preparation for the teaching
profession, which is a branch of the national service,
should be taken out of denominational control. We need
public training colleges of a better type ; they should be
linked to our universities ; they should give more emphasis
to the actual work of teaching, and they should be open
to all without distinction of creed or church, and they
should secure to all who have fitness and character the
right to compete for all posts in the educational service.
There is nothing extravagant in these demands. These
reforms are due and more than due. The Liberal Govern-
ment is pledged to them by all the princjples they profess,
but we may hope for them in vain as long as Sir Robert
Morant is the real master at the Education Office. The
seething discontent of reformers is Mr. Runciman'’s oppor-
tunity; if he answers the call of the hour he may atone
for the serious errors of the recent past, he may regain a
confidence that has been severely shaken; but he must
first be master of his own house, and at the Education
Office he must rule as well as reign. :

SCOTT MEMORIAL CHURCH,
NORWICH.

Marvellous Debt Extinction.

The joy of success was added to the Christian’s joyous
Easter memories for the worshippers at the Scott
Memorial Church, Norwich Third Circuit, for they

Scott Memorial Church, Norwich.

entéred this' Easter a church-freed from. debt. The
Doxology-became a new song on their lips and old words
set to a new experience. The church has an interesting
point of connection with the days of religious persecu-
tion. When the refugees from Holland gained per-
mission to settle in Norwich, the city fathers granted
them the use of part of an ol .monastery for pablic
worship. Their rights eventually came into our hands,
and under the leadership of the late Rev. Jonathan
Scott good mission work was done in, the Dutch church.
When our rights were subsequently acquired for the city,
the £100 in hand was wisely earmarked for extenmsion in
the growing suburb of Thorpe. There a new cause came
into existence, founded and fathered by Jonathan Seott
and a few friends he gathered round him, notably the
late Mr, David Warn. After the decease of Mr. Scott,
it was decided to erect a church in his memory. Under
the leadership of Rev. John Smith, an admirable site
was secured on the main road. It was a huge under-
teking for a small Society of werking men and women
who had only just cleared their school hall of debt. But
the newly formed Church Extension Fund backed the
movement and made it possible, so that the very beautiful
church, costing £6,000, was opened nine years ago. After
more than one effort to reduce the debt, it still stood four
years ago at £2,400. Then a memorable trustees’ meet-
ing was held. Something had to be done, or the church
 would stagger, if not fall, under the weight of its
burden. Mr. A. F. Scott, the son of the founder and
the architect of the church, is a seer of visions. “Why
not extinguish the debt in three or four years?” he urged.
Why not! The trustees gasped for breath. But the pro-
poser of the scheme backed his words with a promise of

N £

.

H. J. Waters, then anncunced that he would give £50
yearly on the same condition, a sum since increased.
Still there was only one man, Mr. Scott, who believad
with all his heart 'and mind that the thing would be
done, and there was silence, broken at last by the
minister, Rev. T. H. Champion, saying, “Let us try.”
It has meant trying. Yet there has not been perpetual
begging in the church meetings. Every member of the
church and congregation was asked carefully to consider
the scheme and to make his gift as much a part of hie
devotion as his participation 1n the Lord's Supper. The
giving has been sacrificial. The people have offered
willingly unto the Lord. A trustee and his wife gave
their services as caretakers for a year, another member
and his wife gave theirs for nine months. Holidays have
been sacrificed, dresses turned, hats made to do service
beyond their allotted span. More than once gifts have
been received which 'represented in value something
approaching the gift which gladdened the heart of the
Master as He sat “over against the treasury.” Then
when the church had done all it could, an appeal was
made to friends in the city and elsewhere. Much ink
was used, much shoe leather worn. But friend after
friend met the minister and his officials with warm sym-
pathy and great generosity. For three years £600 a year
was secured. This year it was necessary to raise £675
to cover interest and deficit on current account. It has
been done. By Easter Sunday morning the whole had
been given or promised.

As was fitting, the Sunday services were conducted by
Rev, Thomas Mitchell, the afternoon address being given
by Mr. A. Pinhorn, of London. The Sunday evening's
offertory was set apart as a thank-offering for the Church
Eaxtension Fund. °

A great crowd assembled on Easter Monday to witness
the ceremony of unlocking the doors. Mrs. H. J.
Waters, in unlocking one, said that they entered as a
free people into a free church, made free by sacrifice.
Miss Olive B, Scott, a granddaughter of Rev. Jonathan
Scott, in opening the other door, declared that it would
bo a red-lettei day in her history, as the church had
been built in memory of her grandfather. Both the
ladies presented cheques to the minister for £25, and
teceived books as remembrancers of the occasion. Then,
with glad hearts, the people followed into the church to
wotship and to be helped by Mr, Mitchell's sermon on
Christ as our Ideal and our Inspiration. After tea and
a short concert, all gathered for the final meeting, under
the presidency of Mr. B. Sutton, J.P. The treasurer's
statement showed that the sum of £677 had been secured,
thus clearing the current account, as well as the con-
solidated debt. " The people sprang to their feet to sing
the Doxology, and then joined their minister in a prayer
of thanksgiving. It was a remarkable meeting. The
Chairman reminded all of the distinctive mission of a
Primitive Methodist Church. Mr, Mitchell emphasised
the fact that the main function of the church was spiritual
and could oniy be fulfilled by spiritual means and
spiritual men, -Mr. A. F. Scott told of the manifest
guidance of God. Then Alderman H. J, Waters reoeived
the deeds of the building, and bore tribute to the good
spirit behind the gifts. The trust secretary, Mr. W. J.
Roberts, recalled prophecies of disaster happily unful-
filled.- Then came a surprise. The minister, Rev. T. H.
Champion, announced that the cheques Jn'eseuted by the
openers of the doors hiad not been included in the earlier
statement, and presented them to Rev, T, Mitchell as the
fulfilment of the promise to the Central Centenary Fund.
With his words urging prayer and effort, that the
glories of the future should eclipse the glories of the
past, the dey ended. ¢ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us
b2 the glory.” . .

e —
" Handluls of Help.”” By Mlss E. A. Hewitt. Plckering and Inglis
18. net.

This beok contains a large number of original Scripture
studies, ont of which many thoughtful and profitable
Bible readings may be produced. It is not so muoh that
there is any great originality in the book as that there is
much. skilful collation of suggestive passages, which, when
placed together, form a thought-provoking combination.
The book is really Handfuls of Help. .

A NOTED PRIMITIVE [We guarante

METHODIST FIRM, | fhise Skirts

 he.
PERFECT FITTING }| the Kingdom. -
TAILOR-MADE || Suitabls for
SKIRT || i

Cycling, -

Tennis, &e.

EXTRAORDINARY VALUE.

In order to imroduce -our Many
Mahodst bomms s 1| P.M. Ladies
make a Perlect-fitling Ladies’ have

Skirt for the very low price of
8/6. We have delighted
thousands of cuslomers, why

notyou? EverySkirtiy
8/ ;
/6

written us
testifying to
their delight
with them.

guaranteed made to
measure only in our own
workab, e have
also a splendid selection

of belter  qualities at i N.B.—We want
10/6and 12J6.inallhe || & mumber of

newest cloths. All we mkis Ladies t

that you send lor our range adies to

of patterns, post hee.dur if take up the

0. and size
e ot T | | ABOCY for the
om ol

L A little trouble,
F. A. RAWDING & €0., Good terms.

R
— ! | Proprietor.




254

THE PRIMITIVE METHODIST LEADER.

APRIL 20, 1911

ROSES AND THISTLES.

-t K3
3 .

By SAMUEL HORTON, Author of “ For King or Parliament,” dc., dc.
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CHAPTER XVI. “Humph, then,” said Joe, “she must keep her sense for
A Race. ‘her friends, and her nonsense for her relatives. A more

" Y?'-l may as well physic the dead, as advise an old
man.”—Anon.

“Keep your pecker up, Rufe. There’s more fish in the
sea than were ever caught,” exclaimed Joe Wentworth,
as he joined the little group outside the hotel consisting
of the Methodist minister, his own brother, and several
other Methodists, who were discussing the auction.

“The fish in the sea binna much use to a hungry man,
Joe, and in this case the sea is only a millpond, and the
one fish in it seems to have got hooked.”

“Not on your line?” said Joe. “That's the pity. I
theught you believed in prayer, Rufe Wentworth.”

“Ay,” rejoined Rufus, “so do L.” .

“How many prayer meetings have you had over this
business ?” .

“ A good many,’ repliel Rufus. - “ And a large number
of the Lord’s people are praying to-day about it.”

‘“ And the land is Lady Wincanton’s after all. "Seems to
me that either you are shootin’ at the wrong target, or you
are good at missing. I think you'd better give up those
prayer meetings, for all the use they are.”

“I confess,” said his brother, “I cannot understand it.
X have prayed hours about our cause at Stourbridge, and
I got the assurance that all would be well ; but somehow
things to-day have gone wrong, and I'm nearer doubting
God’s Providence than I have been for years.”

“I am sure that it will come all right, Brother Went-
worth,” said the minister.

“God is His own interpreter, and He will make it
plain.”

¢ Humph,” said Joe, “ seems to me that this is a case
where somebody will need to lend a helping hand at the
explanations. But I want you, Rufe, to come over to my
place in the morning on particular business. You can
bring the parson here if you like, and I will give you koth
a spin round the country behind the smartest trotter in
the shire. Nine o’clack, if you want breakfast ; half-past
if you don’t.”

“I'm not sure that I'm at liberty,” said the minister. .

“Tooh ! nonsense ; parsons do nothing before dinner, as
a rule. They generally begin business when other folks
leave off, and very little satisfies them.”

*“That is not true,” answered Mr. Evans warmly. “I
am down every morning at seven, and in my study at
eight. I can compare my work " -
“Well,” exclaimed Joe, “there’s no need to let off a

charge ¢ dynamite. Suppose, for quietness’ sake, we
admit that you are an exception to the rule, and that you
preve it by being at the farm in time for ham and eggs
in the morning. Yon don’t scem over-fed. I guess these
good men expect you to preach three times on Sunday, and
six times a week, and then tell you to trust to Providence
for your salary.”

“ No, it's not quite so bad as that. When I complain it
will be ‘time enough for othérs to champion my cause,”
said the minister. “I did not enter the Methodist min-
“istry for a fat living.” -

“Tf you did,” suid the unabashed Joe, “you would be
the biggest fool on two feet between John o’ Groats and
Lands End. But, ta ta, till the morning. I guess the
vicar is blowing a big horn to-night.”

Joe was perfectly right. Dirkctly the sale was over
the vicar hastened away to acquaint Lady Wincanton with
the result of the sale. He met her driving through the
park. Her joy was somewhat chastened by the big price
of the land, for money was not too plentiful just then, but
nevertheless she was a happier woman than she had been
for many days. She took the vicar home to dine with her.
and every detail of the day’s proceedings was repegted.

Next morning, punctually as the clock struck ten, the
vicar turned the corner of the street leading into the
middle of the village. At precisely the same moment a
trap in the ehafts of which was a high-stepping horse.
swept round the corner at the other end. | In the trap was
seated Jo> Wentworth and the Methodist ministerin front,
and Rufus and Gwen behind, for directly she had heard of
the expedition she had insisted upon joining it. Jos on
seeing her, pretended to be very angry, and muttered
something about he did not want a parcel of women
around, who would be far better at home mending stock-
ings. But she laughed at him, called him a grumpy old
bear, and told him he could stop at home if he liked, for
sh® was going. . .

Then Joe scored—as a man of unbounded impudence
always can, by saying * that he could quite understand
that she would be glad for both him and her father to
remain behind, but that while he disliked being a spoil
sport, he was not going to Tet her go gaddi.ng about the
country with a single young minister in his trap,” and
then insisted -upon putting her behind with Rufus, who
was made responsible for her good behaviour. .

“ Where are you going, Uncle Joe?” she exclaimed, as
soon as they started. -

“ Ask no questions, and you'll be told no lies,” snapped
Joe.

“You are a mnasty.
mnswered. “ Il notspeak to you any more this morning.

“This is peace purchased at small cost,” said Joe to the
minister. “But I dare say to you the sound of a woman's
tongue (if she is young and beautiful) is delightful enough.
no matter what nonsense she talks. .

«Is it quite fair to insinuate that Miss Wentworth talks
nonsense? Sn far as I have heard, her conversation is
both interesting and sensible.”

cross-grained old man,” she'
b

addle-pated and conceited ——

“T'm listening, uncle,” cried Gwen.
believe a word he says.”

“How much money have you got in hand for the new
chapel at Stourbridge?” asked Joe, suddenly changing the
conversation.

“In money, eighty pounds; in promisés two hundred ;
but you know our people have been discouraged by the un-
fortunate circumstances in which they have been placed.”

“And yet you®bid one thousand for the land. Where
was the money coming frem if you had bought it ?”

“I don’t know,” replied the young minister, “but I
would have tramped the country through if we had been
fortunate enough to have obtained the land, rather than
not have built the chapel. But it is no use talking. Our
last chance appears to have gone?” .

It seems like tt,” rejoined Joe. “Get on” (this to the
mare). “ She does not stop to gossip, this one, does she?”

*“She is as fine a horse as I have seen for many a day.”

“You know something about gee-gees,” queried Joe.

“A little,” replied the minister. “I was brought up
amongst them. The fact is, I have a great passion for
horses. To my mind, they are the finest animals on four

“Mr. Evans, don't

A sgreat preacher says his recreation is to go out

legs.

a:é watch the big carthorses in the street.”

“ Sensible chap that,” said Joe. *1I should like to know
him.”

“Well,” said Mr. Evans, “I'm pretty much the same.
‘When I was a boy there was not a text in the Bible about
horses I did not know, fram the wonderful description in
Job of the war-horse to those in Revelation about the
horses in heaven.”

“Horses in heaven,” said Joe. “I didn’t know they kept
a stud there.” i .

“My dear sir, I expect that one of the great joys in
heaven will be riding on fine horses, as fleet as the wind,
and »

“Hear that, Rufe,” shouted Joe! “The minister says
there’s to be hoss racing in heaven. Guess I'll have you a
turn, if we are allowed to choose our own mount. I
thought heaven was a kind of everlasting concert, but it
seems they do something sensible after all. I-must look
that up when I get home.” ™~ I .

““You are not the only one,” said the minister, “who
thinks God’s heaven is a poor place, instead of one full of
ever-changing delights. I don’t think there is any pure
joy here, l%mt what will be repeated up yonder.” -,

“Thai’s s0?” inquired Joe. '“Guess I shall have to
get a ticket after all. There have been times when I have
thought the other place would be more interesting, but if
there’s hosses in heaven I might get a job in the stables,
and lend my harp to somebody else.”

“Mr. Wentworth, listen”—and the minister repeated
the description of the war-horse from the Book of Job, the
39th chapter, the 18th to the 25th verses.

“Where did you hear that? Ay, that’s fine, though.”

“That is from the Book of Job,” rejoined the minister.

“Well, if you'll preach from it, I'll come and hear you,”
exclaimed Joe. * Say it again.”

The minister repeated it once again. He had barely
finished when ‘they darted into the village. ‘' Hallo,
there’s the vie, I declare. And hang my hat if yonder isn’t
Lady Wincanton. Better and better. And what's here,”
he continued, as he pulled up opposite the site which had
been withdrawn from the sale. - Three men were pound-
ing soil around a post, upon which was nailed a board.
Over this was hung a piece of old wrapping.

“Good morning, vicar, he cried to_the ecclesiast’c,
and at the same time lifted his hat to Lady Wincanton,
whose carriage stopped as she learned forward to speak
to the clergyman. )

“What have you got there, John?” he shouted 10 one
of the men. “Pull his jacket off, and let’s see if it's
another sale.” .

All eyes were turned on the man, who gave a pull, and
off came the wrapper, and then the following notice was
revealed : “ Site for New Methodist Chapel.”

Lady Wincanton siood up in her carriage, while she
uttered a slight cry. ‘Qhe vicar turned white.. The
minister sat speechless, while Gwen clapped her hands, and
Rufus uttered a triumphant “ Hallelujah.” Joe alone
was ‘undisturbed, glancing from one to another, and
evidently enjoying the scene. -

The vicar was the first to recover himself, and walking
up to the trap, said, in a voice suppressed with passion,
“This is one of your -tricks, Mr» Wefitworth, and you
have brought us here that you may enjoy it.”

“There are more unlikely things,” said Joe. “I can't
say but what it is betler than ice cream when it's snow-
ing. I told you if you'd come, you would see something
to warm the cockles of your heart, and if you are a true
minister of the Gospel, it ought to cheer you to know that
there is a prospeci of fellow Christians getting a suitable
place of worship.”

“But you don’t mean to say that the Methodists have
‘bought this land,” gasped the minister. *If so you have
cruelly deceived me.”

“No,” said Joe, ' they hav'n’t bought it. They never
will buy it. I've given it ’em. I've the deeds in my
pocket, and I want to hand them over to my brother and
this minister in your presence. Here, Rufe, catch hold.
I give and bequeath, and all the rest of it, to you and your
heirs for ever, etceterer.”

“But how about Mr. Deakin’s executors,” said the
Vicar. “This is a huge joke, and the farce had better
end.” .

“Think s0?” said Joe. “Well, ta, ta. I tol& yon
that the Methodists’ prayer meetings would win, and
they have. But you'd like to know about the executors?
Well, I, guess I'm the only one there is under Squire
Deakin’s will. Sole boss of the job. You see there was
nobody else he could trust in the parish. But Squire
Deakin’s will has nothing to do with this bit of Jand, or
the other you boight yesterday. He sold them me a
mc:}]th before he di 1, signed, sealed and delivered.”

3 I must see the will,” said the vicar. “1T shall put the
matter in the hands of my solicitor forthwith.”

“Do,” said Joe. “It will ind ’em something to do, and
you might as well spend your money that way as any
other. Spears and Co. are decent fellows as lawyers go,
though lawyers are like a field o frozen turnips, there's
not much to choose among 'em.”

“You are a low trickster, sit. You are a Liar and a
cheat.” -

Joe’s eyebrows went up, and he pushed the rejns into
the hands of the ministell?, “Here,phold these r:zm:’"n]ﬁg
said,. and T'll be down.” :

Lady Wincanton screamed, and ordered her coachman
to ecize that dreadful man; but he, thinking discretion
the better part of valour, remained on his seat. Rufus,
fearing hig brother’s impetuous temper, also sprang to the
ground, with an agility that did credit to his years. But
there was no need for alarm. Joe onge on the groundi
faced the clergyman, and said, “You have called me a
liar and cheat, in the presence of these ladies. Now will
you_apologise to-them and me?”

“Really, Mr. Wentworth,” stammered the vicar.

“ Will you apologise? Yes or no,” thundered Joe,

" Yes ; ladies, I must beg your pardon, and yours Mr.
Wentworth, but the circumstances are so peculiar that
you must allow I have had great provocation.”

“Granted,” said Joe. “Now that's settled ; but don’
do it again.” h 3
. By this time quite a little crowd had gathered, wonder-
ing what was the matter, and most of all at the strange
board with its inscription.

“This looks like a camp meeting.” said Joe. “Suppose
we adjourn. Rufe you tell the folk when the new chapel
will b built, and I wilj-walk a little way with the vicar,
and explain some things he does not understanl. Come,
sir, unless you want to give the first donation towards the
building fund.” /

The vicar did not reply, but stepping up to Lady Win-
canton’s carriage he held a few minutes’ conversation. Her
cgarrl;';tge then drove away, and he followed Joe down the
street.

“Now,” said the latter, “I guess thers binna_much to
tell you except that when I heard Deakin was ill T called
to see him in a fiiendly way, and Le was troubled about lis
will. He'd neither kith nor kin that he cared to leave it
to, and so I suggested that he should leave it to the
hospitals and orphanage of his native town. It was all in
money ahd shares except these two pieces of land, and T
offered to buy them at his own price, which was a thousand
pounds. He wanted to tie me up_at first to some condi-
tions, viz., that I would not sell to Lady Wincanton, but
I explained the little scheme I had in my head, and he
smiled, and I think it helped him to die easy, for though
he would not sell to the Mgghodies in hi8 lifetime, he had
nothing acainst them, whfile he liked her ladyship as much
as a cat likes poison.” . N

“But you made me believe that you were an honest’
Churycilman, and did not want the Methodists ¥ buy this
site.” .

“The other site,® corrected Joe. ‘“Neither did I,
because T knew Lady Wincanton’s heart was set on it, and
I never like to disappoint a lady. Besides, if the Metho-
dies ‘had bought that site, my little game would have been
spoiled.” ,

“I must say, Mr. Wentworth, I think you have not
treated either Lady Wincanton or myself fairly.”

- “Na'ay,” said Joe. “Itold you nothing but the truth.
It's a case of the biter bit. Give my regards to her lady-
ship, and tell her I am glad she bought the other site. I
calculated she would, because a Methody chapel just out-
side the park gates would have been an eyesore to her.
though. why it should be is a bit of a puzzle to me, seeing
that there is a public-house on the other side. But rich
folks have their whims and- fancies, and, of course, they
are prepared to pay for them. I reckoned on that when
bought the land, and I made a guess that I could get one
thousand for the one site which would just keep matters
square if I gave the other site to the Methodies ; and when
I say how set on it my brother Rufe was, I said to myself
T would do it, and be neither richet nor poorer. But it
upset my calculation when the park site fetched five
hundred more, than I bargained for. I was completely,
flabbergasted, but you see there was a woman in the case.
and you never can calculate to a hair's breadth where thew
are cencerned.” - :
' “Mr. Wentworth,” relied the vicar, “I consider yo®w
have treated both myself and Lady Wincanton very shab-
bily. You have made us your dupes.”

(To be continued.)
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Apply for Praspectus. C. JOHNSTON BURT, F.C.).S. Sec:

. EPE.ARI
ASSURANCE COMPANY, LTD.
w!if‘h which is Incorporated the );mslnm of t‘he‘=° Lea

ch &

Chiet Offices :: London Bridge, E.C.
P. J. FOLEY, EsqQ., President,
Annual Income ,. £2,800,000 ClaimesPaidexceed .. £11,600,000

© Additional Representatives Wanted.

F. D. BOWLES, "
G, SHRUBSAIL l}llmnagtny Directors



APRIL 20, 1511

THE PRIMITIVE METHODIST LEADER.

What our Readers Say.

The Friendly Society Deficiency.

Str,—It is earnestly to be deésired that the above matter
shall be discussed eutirely from a business point of view,
as it is entirely a business matter. And in this connection
I would appeal to my brethren to keep the following faéts
in mind. (1) For post-1888 members membership has
been. compulsory. (2) The Society such members were
compelled to join: was at that date known to be, according

“to the actuary, in difficulties. -(3) Those difficulties are
entirely the result of the inadequacy of the pre-1888 sub-
scriptions. (4) The post-1888 members have been com-
pelled to pay at least £1 per year to meet labilities they
never incurred and into which they have been forced. Five
younds is quite sufficient to meet the liabilities of the post-
1888 members, with a margin for safety. (5) The liability
from the past is not at gll a liability that should be saddled
upon the ministry. Our fathers, who because of their
small salaries could not pay more, were not the fathers of
the ministry only, but the fathers of the whole Connexion,
and their claims should be met by the whole Connexion.
In paying £1 per year excess the ministers are doing far
more than their share.

In conclusion, let us remember that the advocates of
‘the increased subscriptions are discredited in advance.
In face of all their opposition and that of the actuaries,
Mr. Ball has compelled them to admit that they were
£40,000 wrong. His further contention that, though for
a few years longer matters will grow worse, but that then
a permanent improvement will set in, is as certainly
correct. A Friendly Society like ours, so permanent in
its characteristics, whose members are now paying at least
20 per cent. excess in subscriptions, is bound to right
itself ir time, and in a limited period of time too. In the
forthcoming District Assemblies and the Annual Meetings
it is to be hoped that the proposed increase of subscrip-
tions will be most emphatically negatived. The responsi-
bility will have to be borne by the post-1888 members.

There are very few of these in favour of the increase. Let
them see that it is negatived.—Yours, etc.,
Otley, Yorks, Wu. C, Towxks.

Sie,—I mote from his letters that Rev. R. Reeve pro-
poses to replenish the funds of the Preachers’ Friendly
* Society on purely business lines. Professedly his prin-
ciples are justice and equity, but evidently he has not
made his calculations. Would it be just or equitable to
-take £12 from every man alike, irrespective of the namber
of years he has paid into the fund? I note that the men
seeking superannuation this year have travelled from
twenty-nine to forty-seven years. At the next Conference
one brother will have paid into the fund forty-five years—
an amount sufficient to entitle him to the full benefits of
the fund. To take from the man who has paid forty-five
years into this fund the same amount as the man who has
aid £50 or £60 less would neither be just nor equitable.
Why should a man be asked to pay an additional £12
when even as the actuary calculates he has already paid
enough to entitle him to the benefits accruing? If Mr.
Reeve contends for justice in this matter, let him be sure
that he is just. His justice applied to ome man will be
an injustice if applied te another.

Then, to some men, his proposal would amount to posi-
1iive cruelty. Some few men may have private means, and
would not feel the pinch, but what of the men who have no
private means who out of their scanty salaries have been
unable to provide anything for the day of retirement?
They are face to face with failing health and the problem of
getting a home together with an empty exchequer, and yet
Mr. Reeve, to save the young men, would compel them to
give up £12. Hard lines! I hold that you cannot in
justice apply the proposal of Mr. Reeve to every man
alike. In this matter, as in others, there must be careful
discrimination. J. H.

—_—

S1r,—I am reluctant to trespass further on your space,
but whilst Mr, Reeve still thinks his *“economics are all
right,” would he really think it right—or “fair,”’ to use
one of his own words—to deduct £12 from the first year's
annuity of those who have to their credit a membership,
say, of 42, 43, and: up to 47 years, and who have con-
tinued to pay the £6 premium after the 40 years, and for
which they get no further benefit, and who have at the
same time saved the fund £30 per year that would have
had to be paid if superannuation had taken place at the
end of 40 years? .

Take the member of 47 years. He has paid £42 in
premiums for which he gets no benefit, and he has saved
the fund £210 in annuity money, a total of £2562—getting
on towards Mr. Reeve’s £288. Would he deduct £12 from
his first annuity? Or the member of 46 years, who has
in the same way benefited the fund to the extent of £216,
and numbers of others who have enriched the fund, if not
to the same extent, yet very substantially? The economics
of the “insurance company's tables” wouldn’t do that,
would they? i X
_ T quite agree that the pre-1888 men have shared in the
Improved condition of things; but they have also joined in

the paying of the improved, or increased, premium. The

pleasantry about the “ hardship of the private income”
no one will misjudge. But since Mr. Reeve claims that
his economics are based strictly upon business principles,
the 'private’” must remain private, and any returns
from such sources.must be a voluntary concession on the
part of those disposed to malee them.  But the “ private
income.” Pm afraid, does not loom large on the super-
ennuation list. There is a proverb about “ one swallow
" not making a saummer,” of which I would remind my
friend Mr. Reeve. I am yet quite unable to see that the
Proposed deductions are “’a fair way out of the difficulty,”
for though in the earlier years premiums were les5, 0
also were the resources ‘out of which they had to be paid.—
Yours, etc., : “Wy. SHIPLEY.

The Manse, Halifax.

. The Connexional Decrease.

. Sm,—When he wrote upon the above subject “ Vigilate ”
must have been in a pet. His acute mind must have been
under a cloud. It is impossible to believe that he can
number amongst his closest friends * many ministers.”
He surely exaggerates when he speaks of ‘scores of
ministers” as incompetent; idle, or foolish enough to do
““ practically nothing but preach, with disastrous effect,
etc.” Does he know so many scores, and so intimately,
in regard to their work ds all this? What has enraged
him?" Has he had a case in his own experience? And if
50, how did he tackle it? How ignorant of facts he is!
It is utterly untrue to saj that there are “many men
every Hear who have to be provided for, and who are
dum upon some unfortunate circuit.” Your corre-
spondent must have been watching with a multiplying
glass and praying through a condenser. He ought to be
more 'cute than to allow the dross of the minister-slating
correspondence to have settled in his mind. The fhings
he names would account for about one-hundredth per eent.
of the decrease, and no more. The causes. are altogether
deeper and bigger than this, and the remedy is altogether
different. The fact is, we are faced with new circum-
stances, and conditions to which we have not been quite
ready to adjust ourselves. But this triumph of evil will
not be long. The Church is already recovering itself, and
is preparing for a certain advance. And now, as always,
the Church which will, can do its glorious work. But it
must be the whole Chuych, ministers and other officials too,
who watch and pray, and who labour and fight.—Yours,
etc., CrEDO.

Sir,—I would like to be more specific than
“Superintendent” as to the causes of our Connexional
decrease. Among many more Teasons I venture to think
that the loose pandering of a number of our churches in
their methods of getting money could be well assigned as
one reason. I have before me a of a_bazaar pro-
gramme of one of our well-known churches in Nottingham.
On the front page opposite the opening hymn, in which
are included these lines:—

“Be what thou seemest; live thy creed,

Hold up to earth the torch divine;

Be what thou prayest to be made,

Let the great Master's steps be thine,”
is & full-page advertisement of Player's Navy Cut
cigarettes. On the last page, after giving a list of the
ad vertisers and enumerating the said firm, we read : “ We
commend to the consideration and patruna%e of all our
friends the firms whose advertisements are found in-the
pages of this programme.” I commend this advertise-
ment in their own words to the consideration of all in cur
Church who are desirous that it should regain its lost
spiritual power, with the hope that the day may not be
far distant when our Conference shall put its veto upon
such methods of getting money.—Yours, etc.,

Bulwell, Notts. - GEo. STOCKEN,

Methodist Church of Canada.

Sir,—It has been the custom of the Methodist Church
of Canada in recent years to send to England for men to
labour in the great North-West. The country is filling
up so rapidly that the question of ministerial supplies
constitutes a big problem. The Conferences of 1811 may,
or may not, send to the Old Country for more men, and, if
so, ‘many who are well fitted for the work will hesitate to
offey themselves, because they know so little of the con-
ditions prevailing in the West. If any such will write me
in confidence I shall be pleased to clear away any diffi-
culty. Tt takes from fifteen to eighteen days for a letter
to reach here. Will you kindly publish this letter in your
paper, and oblige—Yours, etc., Eaxesr HeEYwoop.

The Manse, Stony Plain, Alberta, Canada.

P.S.—Cost of postage must be enclosed.

Methodist Episcopal Ministry, U.S.A.

Srr,—Will you allow me to state that there dre several
openings in the American ministry as above. Young men
not more than thirty years of age are required. Par-
ticulars may be had on application to the undersigned.
Thanking you in anticipation.—Yours, etc.,

14, Tentercroft Street, Lincoln. . Jomx HaLL.

DEBT REDUCTION AT ANNS ROAD,
SHEFFIELD EIGHTH.

About eighteerf months ago the minister (Rev. George E.
Wiles) and Circuit Committee found it had become im-
perative ihat the church should be renovated and
relighted, and resolved that an effort be made to raise
£600 by the end of 1911 The church was stimulated in
this by & grant of 10 per cent. from the General Chapel
Fund and 5 per cent. from Six W. I, Hartley on all actual

debt reduction. i X o
The work of renovation and installation of electric light

£135. The church has been working most energetically
towards & grand springtime bazaar. This event was held
last week and was a great success.
were announced :—Violet stall, £80 3s. Bd.; narcissus
stall, £60 5s. 5d. ; tulip stall, £4318s. 1d. ; crocus stall,
£37 Ts. 4d.; daffodil stall, £28 16s. 9d.; refreshments
(lily stall), £31 0s. 9d.; floral' glade, £5 10s. 4d.;
entertainments, etc., £4 13s. 9d.; donations and other
items, £191 10s., making a grand total of £483 15s. 2d.
Tncluded in the donations was one of £10 10s. from Mr. J.
Worrall, of Priory Hous¢, Sharrow, to defray the cost of

‘installing the electric light in ‘the schools, which had just

been completed for the bazaar,

was carried out most effectively last spring at a cost of |

The following results |

SOCIAL SERVICE NOTES.

Mr. Will Crooks recently remarked that our fathers
learned the facts of poverty, that we are discovering the
causes, and if we are faithful our sons will find out the
remedies. To get at facts, causes, and remedies repre-
sents the three-fold task of social service stully. IFor the
moment the social student has his hands fairly full ir
ascertaining the facts, and there is no question on which
the facts are more important than on the question of
poverty and drink. Many excellent people have con-
vinced themselves that drink is the chief, almost the only,
cause of poverty, and if we could banish one we should
banish both. On the other hand, carcful investigation
has shown that one-tenth of the population are in rimary
poverty. And by primary poverty is meant that the
family income is so small that if every penny of it were
scientifically and economically spent, if nothing ever went
for such luxuries as recreation, charities, churches, news-
papers, or postage stamps, it would not be enough to pro-
vide a sufficiency of food, clothing and shelter, accorSin;
to the workhouse standard. Drink is not the first causs
of these people’s poverty. They are in abject poverty
before they take to drink. The whole question is ably
discussed in a strong paper in this month’s “Fact and
Duty,” by the Rev. D. T. Mann. Mr. Mann writes with
knowledge, discernment, and sympathy. He finds truth
both in the view that drink causes poverty and in the
view that poverty causes drink, but not the whole truth
in either. Poverty is both a cause and an effect of drink.

The same number contains a felicitous little sketch of
Dr. Peake by Principal Jones Davies. This will be
warmly welcomed by many in Primitive Methodism, and
by nome more than by the growing body of old Alexan-
drians who read with avidity everything that Dr. Peake
writes, and every scrap that is written about him.
To many of these it is a special joy that Dr. Peake has
accepted the Vice-Presidency of the Social Service Union.
Principal Davies is at pains to point out that Dr. Peake
emphasises that the prophets are not primarily politicians.
To some of us who learned at the feet of Dr. Peake that
the prophets were not inspired fortune-tellers, but
preachers of public righteousness, this nervousness lest
they should be regarded as too political seems over-em-
phasised. No one is going to take them for mere demago-
gues or party hacks, but it is all to the good that we
should think of them as men who stood forth to loosen the
bonds of oppression and let the oppressed go free. Every
advancing civilisation develops its questions of land,
labour, liquor, and law. It also develops its glaring con-
trasts of luxury and indigence, and its special difficulties
for a simple, spiritual religion in an age of multiplied
secular interests and of growing material wealth. It is
becaunse the prophets were divinely inspired in their hand-
ling of these ever-recurring social and moral problems
that they are of special significance and value to this
generation. A preacher on the prophets may always bs
up-to-date. .

—_—

Great interest is being taken in the Summer School of
Social Service Unions which is to be held at Hayfield in
June, 1912. Every denomination with a Social Servica
Union, including the Roman Catholic and Unitarian
Churches, will be represented. The Council arranging
this gathering recently met at Bishopthorpe, under the
presidency of the Bishop of Birmingham, and our own
Union was fittingly represented by the Rev. S, Horton.
Special attention is to be given next session to “ Town-
planning and Housing.” It is hoped that the Union of
Social Servica Unions may even influence the course of
legislation on this subject, as it is expected that the
Government will be again taking up this question at an
early date.

There is no district in which the Social Service Union
has reported greater progress than in Sunderland and
Newcastle. The pace there does not probably satisfy the
enthusiasts who are trying to set it, but that district does
give a lead which others are slow to follow. That centre
keeps a careful register of the names and addresses of its
members ; its meetings are regularly held and well sus-
tained and its organising secretary can present a cheering
report of successful propaganda, increased membership
and subscriptions, and greater sympathy with the advo-
cates of the Union. In that district the basis of the
organisation is personal and financial, and to that basis
all centres will probably have to come. One featnre to
which this district has given special care is its annual
Convention, for which a speaker of special distinction is
secured. Mr, Geo. Nicholls and Mr. William Ward ara
amongst the speakers who have served on these occasions,
and at the next Convention Mr. George Lansbury, C.C.,
M.P., is to speak on the break-up of the Poor Law.

N B.

HINTS ON EYESIGHT.

The Strenuous Life.

The strenuous life requires that the brain shall work
easily amd without undue strain. This desirable condi-
tion cannot exist if the eye, ““ the window of the brain,”
is defective. Defects of vision produce eye strain, which
in its turn produces brain fag. Nearly all defects of
vision can be corrected by properly fitted spectacles or eye-

lasses.

g Mr. Aitchison, of 428, Strand, London, W.C., has a
system of sight-testing by which the most satisfactory
results are secured, and anyone may call and have theip

sight tested free of charge.
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y °
NEW MUSIC & NEW WORDS ‘
Including §.8. Coronation Hymn.
o THE ANNIVERSARY ALBUM. 3id. o
Annual Sale 250,000.
‘ THE BRITISH MELODIST. 14.
Annue] 8ale over 100,090, .
THE ANNIVERSARY BUDGET, 24
Annug! Sale 100,000,

e Esch of the above sre in book form, °
THE FESTIVE CHORALIST. Thepopu-
Ier Penny Prize tunes with Chorua
Annual Sale over 100,000,
FPECIMENS of a'l the above, bound together,
@ Wwill be sent THIS WEEK to Cholrmasters who send @

2d. in stamps to pay postage.
BILLACKBURN & CO.,
The Great Yorkshire Musle Publishers,
. =)

NOW_ READY.

Rev. W, CHAPMAN'S BOOK,
entitled

“A Pathfinder
in South Central

BURLEY HILL, LEEDS.
OR HIRE.

SLIDES s

Bo:t 8tock In the World for Religious and
Temperance Effort
All Hire Steck well celeured.
EVERY LANTERN REQUISITE.
MISSION LAMPS.
LARGEST HIRE BUSINESS IN THE KINGDOM.

Address Manager, A.D. Branch, Church Army
Lantern Department, 14, Edgware Road, London. W.

THE YORKSHIRE NIGHTINCALE'S
RETURN,
after a SUCCESSFUL TOUR round the world;

SPLENDID RECEPTION;

beok dates for 1011 : just a few left.—Terms and datee
on application to H. BACON, £8, Nether Hall Road,
Doncaster ; Sioger, Preacher, Lecturer, Entertsiner.

Have you used cur New Century
Tracts for your Mission Ser-
vices? You will find them to
be an economlcal method of
sEnvIcEs. advertising, 500, with notlce
of eervices on bark, 3/, post
free; 1,000, 4/8. Hymns for Harvest Festivals or
Mlssion Services, three dlfferent klnds of suitable
hymns, 100, 1/~ ; 600, 4/-; 1,000, 7/-; carrlage paid
Samples forwarded on application, £00 Invitation
Cards, 3/8; 1,000, 5/-, If you are preparing for a
Bazaar we shall be glad to rend quotation for Hand-
book, with ramples, or for any other wors of speclal
character. We Invite enquiries for all descriptions
- of Printing,
PENDLEBURY & SONS, P.M. Printers,
17, Blackburn Road, Bolton.

IRON BUILDINGS
TR

@%\ Estimatos Free.

Wi GINCER, LEE & CO.,

! PrACTICAL BUILDERS,

AL [ TETRQ , Cosie..
0 QL =endes pavments

Full support without proesuro,
Lightest weight ever produced. Mede of special
New Material. Unbreakable. Send for List.
Please mention Premitive Methodist Leader,
KNITTED CORSET & CLOTHING CO.,
118, Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

BOURNE
GOLLEGE,

QUINTON,
BIRMINGHAM.

BOARDING SCHOOL FOR
—BOYS.

Thorough Preparation for Irofessional and
Commerc.al Life.  Beautiful and Healthy

x BONELESS CORSETS. penrect fir

Situation.
Chemical Laboratory. Workshop. Outdoor
Games. Swedish Drill, &e.

SIX SCHOLARSHIPS FROM £5 to £25.

In 1911 and 1912 LEAVING SCHOLAR-
SHIPS will be offered.  EACH SCHOLAR.
SHIP will be of the Value of £60 PER
ANNUM FOR THREE YEARS, and is
tenable at any University,

Moderate and Inclusive Terms,

Tlustrated Prospectus and Testimonials,

&ec., from the Head Masler.

T. J. STEWART IIOOSON,- BA,

Africa.”

It contains 372 pages of letterpress and
32 pages of Illustrations from Original
Photographs.

Large Crown 8vo, bound in
cloth boards.

THREE SHILLINGS & SIXPENGE,

“It is well worth reading simply for
itself, without any regard for ulterior
ends. I all but read it through at a
sitting, the story was so full of interest
and told with such unstudied simplicity.
It brings before us very vividly the diffi-
culties, the sufferings, the tragodies of a
missionary’s life.

“I hope that Mr. Chapman’s book will
be widely read by our people. It well
deserves a wider audience, but it will not
be creditable to us if we do not give our
missionaries the encouragement which
such ‘an indication of our sympathy with
their work would afford.”—Dr, PEAKE,

“Though filled with informing details
respecting educational and religious pro-
gress, it is in an unusual degree inter-
spersed with incidents and observations
illustrative of the little-known region
dealt with, and of the habits, ideals, and
potentialities of its indigenous inhabitants,
On the social side the interest is well
sustained ; mor is the humorous element
altogether lacking.”"—The Morning Post,

“This is an account of pioneer work
in the fullest sense. Mr. Chapman has
not sought to overdo his tale—has not
always made enough of it. This modest
record of a mission which has made little
noise, but which has had no small success,
ought to be widely read for its stimulating
power. It is really a chapter of heroes,”
—The British Congregationalist.

“This is a missionary book of the first
water. . No man can surely think
lightly about Christian missions after
reading this book. . . Some of the
chapters are of real value to the anthro-
pologist, for the facts which they contain
about the social and religious habits of
the natives, all gathered first hand.

The illustrations are both abundant and
of good quality.”—Southport Quardian,

“The book is full of interest, and does
not contain a single dull page. The illus-
trations are admirable, and the book is
got up in first-class style. No one
can read it without having his interest
in missionary work quickened apd
strengthened.”— Western Daily Mercury.

W. A. HAMMOND,
Holborn HKall, LONDON, E.C.

APARTMENTS. .

LACKPOOL. — BLACKER'S, Granville

House, 6, Tyldesley Terrace, Promenade ; situate

on the best part of the promenade, and commands an

uninterrupted view of sea.and three piers; publlc and

private apartments; well-alred beds ; emall tables;
P.M.; Tel. 207.

LACKPOOL.—Mrs. DepMaN, Auck-

land House, 42, Dickson-road, North Shore.—Home

from Home ; well-gired beds ; with or without board ;
plano ; P.M.~Near Talbot-road Station.

LACKPOOL.—Public and private

Apartments ; every home comfort; view of three

gﬁem—nm J. CALVERT, 7, Crystal-terrace, Bouth
romenade, late of 8t. Chad's-road.

LACKPOOL.—Mrs. T. Woop, 19,
Nelson Road, South Shore, minute from eea;
apartments ; piano, bed, cooking, sttendance, 23. one or
two persons per day inclusive. Relerences: Rev. J.
Spensley, Rev. ¥. Rudd jHull).

OITWICH. — Comfortable  Apart-
ments ; healthy situation ; near P.M. Church;
}eﬂm:ls moderate.—Mrs. THOMAS, “Gwalia,” Worcester
ad. c

ABLETHORPE (Lincolnshire coast)—

Pleasant, homely Apartments or Board ; good

beds ; good cooking ; P.M. home ;‘{dmo; terms mode-
rate,—\Irs. SUMMERS, Victoria Roa

FISH! FISH!! FISH!Il

ang
We are sending Best Selected Basees of Fish,
cleaned ‘out and dressed ready for cooking,
and Carriage Paid,
6 lbs, 2/m; 101bs. 2/6; 151bs, 3/6.
Lists free.

Oxrdex Ila.rly.

H. XIME & CO.
Fish Docks, GRIMSBY.

SPECIAL SERVICES, MISSIONS.

When advertlsing ihese, or any other Msetings, do not fall

touse the NOTTINGHAM GOSPEL LEAFLETS

which are Dbeing extensively used throughout the
country. Price, with announcement printed on one
slde, 500, Bs. ; 1,000, 4s. 6d., prepaid. Larger quantities
at reduced rates. Temperance Series for temrerance
work, Yosters, Circulars, Tickets, &¢, Good work and
low prices.

WM.WARD, 1 crrveunomes NOTTINGHAM,

ORECAMBE.—Pleasant Health Re-
sort.—Mrs. Ladell, The Maples, 17, Sea View
Parade, W E. Public end private apartments ; board
optional; home comforts; good cooking ; sea view ; bath
and pianos: P.M. .

NI ORECAMBE, E.E—Mrs. Baxuy,

Lyndhurst, Shorndon Road ; Comfortable Apart-
ments; 3 minutes from Promensde; miuister's refer-
ence ; terms mederate,

TUNSTALL DISTRICT SYNOD
' Lonsdale Street, STOKE-ON-TRENT.

HANDBOOR, now Ready, 2d.; post free, Sd.
From REV. F. W. HENSHALL,
3, Harding Terrace, Stoks-on-Trent.

IRON anc WOOD BUILDINGS

EAUTIFUL MORECAMBE. — “ The
Naples of the North."—Lovely views by land
and sea; pure bracing air; g .sands; 3 miles
promenade ; fine drives; excellent facilities ; the best
1lace on the West for good holidays and clean
Sabbaths; ** Homes for Primitive Methodists with
Primitive Methodists "' ; a llst of P.M. Apartments sent
frse on recelpt of stamped addressed envelope.—Rev. 1.
CouSIR, ' Glenroy,” Grove Street, Morecambe.

SOUTHPORT.—-)II‘S. Greenhnllgh, Thorn-
nhlll House, 12, Victoria Street, off Promenade.
Comfortable apartmenta. Beth and plano; ses view;
sunny and central ; well-alred beds.

OUTHPORT.—Apartments, near Pro-

menade, Lord Street, stations, and P.AL Church. A

home from home.—Mrs, STAYLES, 20, Seabank Road,
Sonthport.

OUTHPORT—-KENWORTHY'S
HYDRO, near Primitive Methodlst Church, Pler,
Golf Links, and Lord Street; Christin.r’l ATeJmperanca

For Church B . Stables,
Motor Houses, Qarden Shelters, etc.

EsTIMATES FREE ON RECEIPT QF PARTICULARS,

T. MUNDY, PORTABLE

e, BUILDING EXPERT,
234, Ayres Road, Old Trafford, MANCHESTER.

THE POSITIVE ORGAN.

A real Pipe Organ, glving
the effectsof twomanuals

and pedals on its single
keyboard, Prices from
R70. Over 7560supplied.
Estimates given for Re-
airs, Rebuilds, Two and
'hree Manual Org:
ete.

THEPOSITIVEORGAN CO.
(itd.)

44, Mornington Creacent,
London, N.W,
(Opposite Tube Station.)

TRADE MARK.

Home for visitors: patients 3 sunny
lounge; lift ; 120 bedrooms ; resident physician ; fl‘urk]sh,
radlant heat and light (Dowsing), &c., baths ; high fre-
quency, static, and Sinusoldal electriclty ; terme 6a to
11s. per day.—Prospectus from Manageress. Tel. : 80,
Teleg. : Kenworthy's.

QUTHPORT. -~ Mrs. Hall, Matlock
House, 60, Bath Street.—Apartments, near Lord
Street, Promenade, Stations, and P.M. Church ; highly
recommended ; every homc comfort ; splendld cooking;
bath ; pigno.

ANTED as General Help, on a Farm,

in Michigan, U 8. A., a strong man. 20 to 20 years

of age ; terms, free passage out aud 20 dollars per month,

with board.—Apply H. R., care of T. M. Brindley, 4,
Ludgate Circus, Loudon, E.C.

CENTENARY and BAZAAR PENCIL

with name Chureh, date ®! Bazaar Free Sample
8d.—BANKS & Co.. Greta Works, Keswick, Cumberland.

OSPEL MESSAGES with printed notice
on back in attractlve form 500 3/-, 1,000 4/6. Poat
paid.—W. WiLcoX, 17, Cerdiff St.. Aberdare, S, Wales,

‘When answeging an Advertise-
ment, please mention *Primitive
Methodist Leader.”

E:o——'ﬂo——ﬂoﬂ—o

Beecham’s FPllls.

O=I

“Happy ever after”
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- Current Events.

e

i By Joseph Ritson.

The Lack of Teachers.

The report of the President of the Board of
Education, Mr. Walter Runciman, on the work
of his Department in the educational year 1909-10
calls special attention to the great falling off
in the supply of teachers. What is the cause
of this falling offf The Board of Education
cannot go on telling us year after year about this
gerious problem without making some attempt towards
-its solution. If we are mot mistaken the Training
Colleges have a great deal to do with the difficulty.
Something has been done slightly to mitigate the reli-
gious difficulty in connection with these training col-
leges. But something is required of a mre radical
and thorough-going character if these institutions are
-to be placed on a satisfactory footing. Half a million
of money is spent annually on these colleges, yet it is
evident that they do not furnish a satisfactory train-
ing. The education authorities allege that the supply
is inadequate indeed both in quantity and quality.
The Church regards the training colleges as amongst
its principal strongholds, arid Nonconformist teachers
naturally dislike their denominational atmosphere,
regarding practical compulsion to attend them as con-
trary to public policy. .Canon Barnett advocates
giving increased opportunities of a good secondary
education, extending to the universities, for all the
young people, and that any of them who may be
eligible may then apply for a teachership. If after a
period of trial in a school they reveal the possession of
the necessary aptitude they could then be trained for
a year in the theory and practice of education. Teach-
ing, like preaching, can only be learned by actual
practice. What is wanted is a combination of train-
ing partly in the schools and partly at the expense of
the State in a collége. = Thrusting men into the
_ministry because they have had many years’ training
for the work only that they may discover they have no
natural aptitude for it is bad. It produces in Scot-
land ** stickit ” ministers. The same principle applied
_to teachers is bound to produce unsatisfactory results.
It is of the utmost importance for the future of the
nation that it should attract to its schools able and
competent teachers, and the whole system of training
at present is unsatisfactory, associated as it is with
denominationalism.

Lost by One Vote.

The Exeter election petition has resulted in the seat
being given to Mr. Duke, the Conservative candidate,
l})gy one vote.. Liberals are naturally disappeinted.

ut ‘that is not the only feeling awakened by the
result. Once more it is made evident that the method
of trying election petitions is unsatisfactory. Rightly
o: wrongly the conduct of Mr. Justice Ridley has
awakened resentment in the constituency, and a very
regrettable altercation took place between him and
Mr. St. Maur, the Liberal candidate at Exeter
station. Both in relation to libel actions and election
petitions there is a growing feeling that judges are
animated by political bias. If Mr. Justice Channell
had been sitting as sole judge it is pretty certain that
the seat would have gone to Mr. 8t. Maur. In rela-
tion to a number of votes, polled by men who had been
unlawfully employed as bill distributors, the judges
agreed to a compromise by which five votes were
deducted from Mr. St. Maur’s total. Mr. Justice

- Channell said for himself if he had not had the
_ assistance of his “ brother,’’ and had had to decide the
case alone he might have said that all the evidence
regarding individual voters was so unsatisfactory that
-he felt a doubt about being able to act upon it.

.| be found. .
relating thereto, must bé | -

But|.

he had had the assistance of his ‘ brother,’’ arid when
two judges had a duty of this kind thrown upon them
without a_third as arbitrator they had to agree if
possible. Just so. Hence Mr. Justice Channell feels
compelled to arrive at conclusions other than those
that would have commended themselves to him had he
been sitting alone. Certainly there was very curious
evidence at Exeter,”nd a good many people frankly
wrote themselves down as liars. . Some more satis-
factory method of trying election petitions will have to

Protection in the United States.

The report issued by the Board of Trade on wages,
hours of labour, rents, housing and retail prices of
food in twenty-eight American towns will afford a
certain measure of satisfaction to our poor harassed
Protectionists. So few crumbs of comfort come their
way that we need not begrudge them this little bit
of sustenance. The report tells us what we have
known all along, that wages are higher in the United
States than in this country. The report deals only
with certain highly specialised trades, and although
the cost of food in America is 138 to 100 for England
and Wales the balance after all deductions have been
made is in favour of the American. The Englishman
evidently eats a great deal more bread than his
American brother, the latter going in for rolls, eggs
and biscuits to make up the difference. Then the
consumption of meat and vegetables is also larger in
America, and rents are a little more than twice as
much as the English workman will pay for the same
amount of accommodation. The American house is
usually built of timber, whereas in this country it
would be built of bricks or stome. . The ‘‘ Times’’
endeavours to make out that all this proves that the
inferior position, in regard to conditions of living
occupied by Protectionist countries in Europe, is not
to be set down to their Fiscal system, because the same
protective system carried very much further in the
United States has not produced any such inferiority
there. - But surely it is evident enough that there can
be no comparison between European countries and
America. In the United States we have a new and
comparatively undeveloped country, which from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, and from.the Canadian border
to the borders of Mexico, has the largest Free Trade
area in the world. In this vast area goods pass
unhampered by duties among a population of 80 or 90
millions. It is not in Protection that the reason is
to be found for the prosperous condition of the
American workman. Moreover, for a correct appre-
ciation of the position of affairs in America we must
carefully note the new Farmers’ Bill, which proposes
to place on the free list in the agriculturists’ favour
100 items of manufactures ‘* without which the farmer
cannot keep house and till his acres.” Evidently the
American farmer is convinced that the tariff on agri-

cultural implements, boots and shoes, meats, biscuits | -

and fencing wire makes their things dearer. It is
quite certain that whatever may be the wages and
cost of living in the United States there is a powerful
movement in favour of less protection. Our Tariff
Reformers regard this as the result of a mere delusion,
but the American knows better, and with such facts
before him the British Free Trader will not be dis-
posed to go in for Protection.

Hoist with their Own Petard.

Blocking notices, like curses, sometimes come home
to roost. So the Tories discovered last week in the
House of Commons. During the later years of Mr.
Balfour’s Government the arrangement which pro-
vides that a simple notice of motion in regard to any
question prevents anybody else raising it served to
stave off many a highly inconvenient discussion on the
Fiscal question—the question Mr. Balfour was anxious
not to have. discussed. During the last Parliament
Mr. Asquith made an attempt to secure by arrange-
ment with the Opposition some reasonable modifica-
tion of the rule, but received no encouragement from
Mr. Balfour or any of his party. Now the rule has
been used to close the mouths of the Opposition on
every question they were anxious to discuss on the
usual motion for adjournment before the Easter Holi-
days. The Labour Party have the credit of reducing
the whole arrangement to absurdity. On one or two
questions they desired to discuss they discovered
blocking motions had been set down. A meeting of
the party was held, and the result was that blocking
motions were promptly handed in which barred dis-
cussion on pretty well every subject of current political
importance. We much regret that such subjects as
the Holmes Circular were thus ruled out, but if the
incident leads to some such alteration of the rule as
will prevent its abuse in future we need mot regret
the temporary inconvenience cccasioned by the Labour
Party’s drastic device for getting even with their
opponents.” The present rule may have its advan-
tages, but the public interest demands either that it
shall be greatly _mogﬁed or swept away. . .

'Reassembling of Parliament.

Parliament resumed on Tuesday, and several
important matters were dealt with. The Premier
intimated that the Parliament Bill is to be sent to
the House of Lords comparatively early in May, so
that there mey be full opportunity. for discussion
and decision before the Coronation.” The scheme of
insurance against invalidity and unemployment will
be introduced at a very early date, and before Whit~
suntide proposals for amending the law as to the
employment of trade union funds will be presented.
Some curious things emerged in the resumed dis-
cussion of the Parliament Bill. Mr. Balfour and his
Party are perpetually see-sawing between making
Money Bills the exclusive province of the House of
Commons and seeking to introduce amendments which
would give the Lords absolute power over finance.
Mr. Balfour argued that payment of Members was
not a Money Bill, and later made the amazing denial
that Tariff Reform had anything to do with politics.
Mr. Churchill’s Aliens Bill contains some valuable
provisions, but in one or two respects is open to
criticism. We hope opportunity will be found for
dealing further with the Holmes circular, which meets
with such severe censure at the hands of the National
Union of Teachers.

NORMAN ANGELL'S '“THE GREAT
ILLUSION."

A Peace Book in Ten Languages.
By Rev. W. E. Farndale.

Tn Noveriber, 1909, appeared a small book of 126 pages
bearing the title, “ Europe’s Optical Illusion,” and pub-
lished by Simpkin, Marshall and Co. The author con-
cealed his identity under the name of “ Norman Angell.
Now a third British edition of the book is on the market,
published at half a crown net by W. Heinemann, under
the changed title, “ The Great Illusion: A Study of the
Relation of Military Power in Nations to their Economic
and Sccial Advantage,” and having 336 pages. The bock
has been translated into German, French, Dutch, Danish,
-Swedish, Spanish; Italian, Russian and Japanese, and
editions are in preparation in Turkish, Persian and Hin-
dustani. In Great Britain alone over 300 articles have
appeared reviewing the book. Lord Esher has stated
that the late King Edward read the volume, as well as
the German Emperor and the Crown Prince. Sir Edward
Grey read the first edition, and referred to it publicly
last May. “ Public Opinion” on March 17 last gave the
views on the book expressed by seversl prominent Ger-
mans, all of whom are in hearty agreement with Norman
Angell's main thesis. In view of the Taft-Grey propasals
for a League of Peace, the book has now a very special
appeal, and a summary of it§ contents may be welcome.
Norman Angell points out that armaments have their
origin in the generally received idea that military and

olitical power secure ecomomic and social advantages.
guch. an idea. with all its ramifications, he believes to be
“The Great 1llusion” ; hence the title of his book.

Part 1., the most radical and novel section, deals with
“ The Economics of the Case,” Part I1I. with “ The Human
Nature of the Case,” and Part III. with “ The Practical
Outcome.” I Part I. the following propositions,
amongst others, are stated and argued:—(1) The pres-

rity and security of the small States like Switzerland,
gleullzmd, Belgium, Denmark, and Sweden disprove the
contention that wealth and ‘safety depend on armaments,
These States are as prosperous as their powerful military
neighbours, and indeed more so. Thus the three per
cent. stock of powerless Belgium is quoted at 96. and th>
three per cents. of powerfnl Germany at 82; the three
and a half per cents. of the Russian Empire, with its
hundred and twenty million souls and its four million
army, are quoted at 81. while the three and a half per
cents. of Norway, which has not an army at all (or any
that need be considered), are quoted at 102. Again, as
to mercantile marine, Norway has, relatively to popula-
tion, nearly three times the carrying trade of England.
Still further, as to trade, the Dutch, Swiss and Belgians
compete. successfully in all the markets of the world. with
the merchants of Germany and France, and it is com-
plained that the Swiss and Belgians are driving British
merchants from Canadian markets. These small States,
too, have prestige socially despite their lack of military
power, our princes marrying into the royal lhouses of
these States, while they would regard marriage with a
British commoner as an unheard-of mésalliance,

(2) The trade of a nation could not be totally destroyed
(unless the population were exterminated). For trade
depends in part on the mineral wealth of a country, which
an invader cannot destroy, and in part on the technical
skill and energy of its inhabitants and on elaborate
plant and machinery which an invader cannot acquire
for his own people in a moment. Trade depends also on
the quality of the goods supplied. and in a neutra! market
the goods of the céhquered may have a better sale than
the goods of the congueror.

(3) Modern financial interdependence would make
wholesale military confiscation a lluge failure to any
invading army. London, New York, Paris, Berlin, by
rapid post, cable and telegraph are bound togetker a3
never before. Through the modern international credit
system the financial collapse of .one_country involves
ancther. Thus a financial crisis in New York sent up
the bank rate in London to 7 per cent., and in self-
defence London drew in gold for New York from seven-
teen countries to stave off further disaster. 8o if o
German army looted the Bank of Englanl in London.
for every: pound taken German trade wonld pay a
thousand. In his new editicn Norman Angell gives ar

.| apt illustration.

Some years ago the bank in a Westers
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mining town was frequently subjected to “hold-ups,”
beca'use it was known that the great mining company
owning the town kept large quantities of gold there for
the payment of its workmen. The company therefore
took to paying its wages mainly by cheque on a San
Francisco bank, and by a simple system of clearances
practically abolished the use of gold in considerable
quantities in the mining town in question. The bank
was never attacked again. And the last forty or «fifty
yeats of credit development in Europe has done for the
States of Europe what the managers did for that bank.
Seizable wealth has been replaced by unseizable credit
entries. And when all that this fact involves becomes
thoroughly realised there will be as little need for
Europe’s elaborate defence as there was for any elaborate
defence of the Western bank when the cheque system was
introduced.

(8) The exaction of a large indemnity from a conquered

people is of doubtful benefit to the nation receiving it.
This is so because offset against the indemnity must be
put_the cost to the conqueror of war-preparation and
of life and treasure, both during and after the campaign,
and the general social and commercial setback. ~ And,
further, if the conqueror received the indemnity in gold,
prices would rise in his own country. Or if the indemnity
were paid in goods, native trade would suffer. After the
Franco-German war Bismarck and others acknowledged
with dismay the acute and growing distress in Germany
despite the indemnity received.
_(5) The colonies of a conquered nation would bring no
financial benefit to a conqueror. Though Great Britain
is the most successful coloniser in the world, yet her
colonies are no source of special profit to her; indeed, by
their separation from her she would gain since she would
thus be relieved of the cost of their defence. Nor can
she be said to “own” them in the sense of dictating their
policy, for, despite the opinion of the English Parliament
and its Premier, British Indians are excluded from the
Transvaal. Now, if this be Great Britain’s colonial ex-
perience, no other power could hope to gain by annexation
of colonies.

The second part., which has been added since the first
edition, combats the notions (1) that human nature is
unchangeable and so cannot reach the state of cessation
from international hostility and piling-up of armaments,
and (2) that it is the warlike nations which inherit the
earth, In the third part the author makes an earnest
plea for the education of the masses, so that international
movements towards peace may have a sounder basis than
mere Government agreements. The entire book is teem-
ing with suggestiveness, and because of its appeal to
enlightened ~self-interest rather than to the moral
motives generally urged by a peace advocate, may impress
many who would scout other arguments. As Mr. Tighe
Hopkins says, it is “ the most pregnant half-crown’s worth
in Europe to-day.”

SAVILLE ST., NORTH SHIELDS.

Jubilee Rejoicings.

By Rev. R. Laidler.

On Good Friday morning, March 29th, 1861, Rev. T.
Southron preached the opening sermon of tho new church
in Baville Street, North Shields. Thirteen hundred
people attended the tea in the afternoon, and in the even-
ing a public meeting was addressed by Revs. J. A.
Bastow, T. Greenfield, and T. Southron. So reads the
record of the auspicious opening of a church that has for
{fifty years ‘“ been the centre of a vast spiritual activity.”

On Good ¥riday last we were permitted by the
providence of God te begin our jubilee services. The
prevailing note was one of thanksgiving. We gathered
together to register our gratitude for fifty years' service
for the kingdom of God and Primitive Methodism. The
vision of those years thrilled our wondering hearts. Their
history stood out clear in our minds. We saw the daring
faith of our fathers—they attempted great things for
God. To build so imposing a structure was a venture of
faith, and God vindicated their courage. Out of hearts
flusked with enthusiasm for Christ and compassion for
the lost souls around them, they covered the fown with a
net-work of open-air services. The alleys and streets of
Shields resounded with the Gospel appeal, “ Turn to the
Lord and seek salvation.” And, oh! what glorious days
they were. Revival after revival followed, and the grace
of 'God abounded in the conversion of vast numbers of
men, women, and children. How our hearts burned
within us, as we looked at those days when grace flowed
like a river sweetening, cleansing and regenerating the
life of this town.

Then we Temembered some of the leaders of these great
days—the ministers and officials, whose labours were
crowned with the blessing of God.‘(We thought of T.
Smith, T. Southron, C. C. McKechnie, J. Hallam, J.
Watson, H, Gilmore, W, Graham, J. Spence, T. Nightin-
gale, I, Whitfield, and a host of others, too numerous
vomention. We praise God for these fifty years—for all
the gifts which have been cast into the treasury of His
srvice, and for all the lives redecmed by His grace.

TIn the afternoon.of Good Friday we began the celebra-
tions with the rendeting of “The Holy Grail” by the
choir, under the leadership of Mr. G. R. Pattison. The
cantata was éxquisitely rendered and thoroughly appreci-
ated by the large congregation. The soloists were Mrs.
Bibby, Miss Foggin, Messrs. E. J. Batey and G. K.
“Veitch. Mr. W, Baker presided. Then followed @ mon-’
ster tea in . the schoolroom., In the evening came the
great jubilee meeting—one which will be long remem-

bered by the-crowd which thronged the church. From
beginning to end the dominant note was its spirituality.
Here was a crowd of people gathered from all parts of
the district, most of whom were indebted to the history
of this grand old church. They came for a  great time,”
and they were not disappointed. The chairman, Mr.
J. H, Joplin, was present at the opening of the church
in 1861, and had never missed a gingle anniversary. The
statement of that fact brought a thundering applause.
Our vicechairman; Mr. W, M. Patterson, celebrates his
jubilee this year as a member of our Conmexion. Then
we had Revs, J. Butchér and” J. Young, both of whom
have celebrated their jubilee as ministers of our Church. ]
It was truly a jubilee meeting, ‘

The speakers followed in due" course—Revs. J. G.
Bowran and J, Odell. “Ramsay Guthrie” was in his
best form. Nothing could be more appropriate for this
gathering thari his description of a Methodist. He
depicted the essentials of the Methodist life and character
—intense religious life, genius for initiative and
organisation, and enthusiasm for world-wide evangelism.
‘With spiritual insight and wide vision, combined with
incisive speech and the clear ringing note of certainty,
Mr. Bowran led the meeting into the “heart of things.”
It was a timely message. Then came our well-tried
friend, Mr. Odell. He makes one feel that there must
be a misprint in the almamac which reports his age.
What abounding energy he commands! He is as “rest-
less as the whirlwind.” The glow on his face and the
fire in his eye are windows reflecting the glow and fire in
his heart. He lost no time in getting to his subject, and
directed our thought to the meaning of “Jubilee.” It
stood for freedom of faith, and the restoration of our lost
inheritance.. The address was radiant from beginning to
end. Altogether, the speech was like a breath of God.
It was indeed good to be there. During the meeting the
choir rendered several anthems, and Mr, Batey’s and
Miss Nightingale's solos were deservedly applauded. Mr.
T, Lowes, to whom we are indebted for the compilation
of the Jubilee Handbook, presented the financial report.
On Easter Sunday, Rev. J. Odell preached morning and
evening, and in the afternoon an organ recital was given
by Mr. Clem. Humphrey, of Sunderland. Madame Janet
Reed was the soloist. The church on this occasion was
crowded. :

THE CENTENARY FUND,

A Last Appeal.

Sir,—Will you permit me through the medium of the
Leader to make what'I should be glad to think is a final
appeal on behalf of the Centenary Fund. As your readers
well know the fund is to be absolutely closed at the ensu-
ing Conference. That is, no further efforts will be made
to secure promises or contributions; only the promises
already made and not yet fulfilled will bo Zathered in.
There are a large number of these, and it is desirable that
every effort should be made by circuit district officials to
realise them between now and Conference, especially
where the parties have removed.

I would particularly remind ministets who have removed
that they can send their money direct to Mr. Armstrong.
But even with all the promises realised we shall still be
many thousands of pounds short of the amount required
for the Central Fund. It is hoped when more of the
money promised is paid in and the promises can be
differentiated that a large proportion of it will find its way
to the Centrpl Fund. But the most sanguine expectations
in this direction will not cover the deficit balance. There
will still be a considerable sum to raise if the goal is to
be reached. The sands are fast running out, and in a
very short time the accounts will close. A few weeks yet
remain to us, and the opportunity will be gone for ever.
I want to appeal once more to those members and officials,
rich and poor alike, who liave so far contributed nothing.
I want to urge them to reconsider their position, and for
the sake of the honour of the Connexion, and the future of
the Connexion, if for no higher motive, to come “ To the
help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the
mighty,” When other Churches have succeeded beyond
their highest expectations surely no loyal son of our
Church wishes our effort to fail. 'We should be unworthy
of our'ancestry, and of the great traditions we have in-
herited, if we are content with therinheritance that has
come to us, and unwilling to make sacrifices for its future
development and growth. . )

I would urge that the matter be enthusiastically dealt
with at every district meeting; that it be considered on
the Monday afternoon, and that the discussion be followed
instantly by solicitations for gifts. Not a few have said
they would be in at the finish. Let them have the oppor-
tunity! Brethren the time is short! Urgency is
demanded. Brief, red-hot appeals, not red tape or per-
functory—but earnest impassioned appeals, are the need
of the hour. A little holy boldness and plainness of speech
would be of great service just now. ILet us remember the
apocalyptic letter to the Cliurch of Ephesus and be warned.
They were complimented for many excellences. “Never-

-theless,” said Christ, “I have somewhat against thee,

because thou hast left thy first love. Remember . . .
and repent, and do the first works ; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of
his place.” ’ JoaN WELFoED.

Now Ready.
HANDBOOK OF NORWICH DISTRICT
MEETING,
Held at Ipswich, April 27 to May 2
Price 2d., with postage 23id.

May be obtained of Rev. E. I. DEVENISH, |
87, VICTORIA STREET, IPSWICH.

CENTRES OF WORK,

Orphanage Funds Increase.

The committees of the Lynn and Cambridge district met
at King's Lynn on Monday. Mr. A, J. Turrell occupiel
the chair, and the Rev. F. G. ‘Saville was sccretary. The
application of the Rev. J. A. Grainger for superannuation
was sympathetically .received and recommended to the
district and Conference. The reports respecting the pro-
bationers were highly satisfactory. Regret was felt that.
there had been a decrease in the Sunday-school and Chris-
tian Erideavour Departments.. As to the former, whilst
reporting the increase of a school, there was a decrease of
33 teachers and 144 scholars. All felt the seriousness of
such a report, and it was decided to give time‘for a full
discussion of the whole question at the district meeting.
The Christian Endeavour reports an increase of four
societies, but a decrease of 42 active members and 30 asso-
clates, with, however, a total increase of 10 juniors. A
resolution was passed for a modification of the junior
pledge and the substitution of a simpler form. This was
forwarded to the proper quarters. The chief item-of
business for the Building Committee besides the balance-
sheets was the application to purchase a house af Bury St.
Edmunds, which was granted. There was a breezy dis-
cussion on the Cambridge Circuit in the Missionary Com-
mittee and a resolution was passed thereon. Other
business included applications for relief, financial returns,
and report of the District Conventions, We were pleased
to find in our orphanage report that the income of the
district was over £80, which was an increase of £10.
Nominations for district secretaryships were made as
follows : —District, Rev. W. M. Batterbee ; Building, O.
Shreeve; Furnishing, A. E. Rose; Equalisation, I. C.
Davidson ; School, J. H. Rose ; Christian Endeavour, H,
Semper; Temperance, W. G. Softley; Missionary, G.
Bell ; Orphanage, J. W. Whittaker ; Candidates Examin-
ing, R. Holman.

Applications for Relief,

The South Wales District Committees met at Newport
on Friday. Note was taken of the presence of Rev. A. T.
Guttery, -whose kindly words were much appreciated.
Hereford and Cardiff Second Circuits are compelled to
apply for relief from second married ministers, and Aber-
dare for total relief from second, minister. The applica-
tions werq approved and forwarded. It is expected that
the new church at Cwm, Ebbw Vale, will be ready for
opening in June. An offer to purchase the Monmouth
property was before the Committee, and Revs. G. H.
Southall and S, Bryamnt were appointed td negotiate.
Crosskeys Circuit continues its activity, and propesals to
build new schools at Crosskeys at a cost of £1,000 were
approved. The services of Rev. J. Goldthorpe, who has
acted as District Committee Secretary during Mr. Whit-
tocl’s illness, were suitably acknowledged.

New Church at Cromer.

The Norwich District Committees met at Lowestoft off
the 13th inst. Alderman A. Adams presided. The Sun-
day-school returns showed decreases of 2 schools and 14
teachers, -and an increase of 192 scholars. The biennial
Conference was appointed for Lowestoft in October next.
The C.E. report was not of so bright and progressive a
character as in past years, The Temperance report re-
vealed that we are barely holding our own. The Orphan-
age returns show a decline of over £9, the total sum raised
being £42 11s. 10d. Land has been secured for a new
church at Suffield Park, Cromer. The Missionary returns
are £316 10s. 6d. for the General Fund and £231 0s. 3d.
for the African Fund, a small decrease on last year.
Grants to needy circuits were recommended as follows:
Diss, £15; Kelsall, £22; Aylsham, £17; Briston, £20;
Colchester, £28. The Building Committee received the
balance-sheet of Hales new church, Lowestoft Circuit.
The cost was £673 16s, 4d., and £409 17s. had been taised.
St. Peter’s Street Church, Lowestoft, is to be enlarged at

| a cost of £305. £222 is already in hand.

Some Dilatory Circuits.

The West Midland District Committees had a busy
time receiving reports and preparing for the Synod. In
giving his report, the Sunday-school Secretary complained
that some of the returns came in so late that he had
hardly time to get ready for the meeting. The Endeavour
and Band of Hope work came under review. It was felt
that the circuit authorities must pay more attention to its
young life. A number of Junior Societies have been given
up, the stock reason assigned being lack of suitable

ersons to work them, Many of the schools have neither
g Band of Hope nor a Junior Endeavour, A sub-
committee was appointed to arrange the district gather-
ings for next year, so that due attention might be given
to the three departments of work, each being in the
interest of the young people. The Missionary Treasurer
gave a detailed statement of the financial returns, which
he regretted were below the average. Three stations sent
nothing to the General Fund. The Allocation Committee
submitled its report, and the grants recommended will be
about equal to last year. For the first time the Building
Secretary had to complain that he could hot give a com-
plete report because he had mot received all the chapel
schedules, although he had written more than once.
Clunton Chapel balance-sheet of alterations showed costs
£114 and raised £102. Sanction was given for the erection
of & new church and organ at Chadsmoor, Bloxwich and
Cannock Circuit, at a cost of £1,500. Legislation for the
better working of the circuits on the western side wa$
approved and sent to the Synod.

Chapel Building Successes.

The monthly Committees of London Second District meb
at Surrey Chapel on April 12th, Rev, J. C. Wenn pre-
siding. Sympathy was expressed with Mr. Councillor
Wilford, J.P., in the death of his son-in-law. The basis
of agreement between Brighton and Haywards Heatl} for
the future working of the latter place was recorded. Tha
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balance-sheet of new iron building at Kelloway Street,
Brixton, was received, showing that £203 had been raised,
leaving total debt on old and new property £900. Chart-
ham Hatch (Canterbury Station) balance-sheet was also
resented, the cost of the new building being £334 and the
gebt remaining £125. Brighton Station forwarded
balance-sheet of new institute at London Road, costing
£1,100, the whole of which has been raised. The Gilling-
ham Station has entered upon the erection of beautiful
and imposing premises, and requests substantial assist-
ance from the Church Extension Fund. At the Local
Preachers’ Training Committee a considerable increase
was reported in the number of students. The secretary,
Mr. A. Jackson, was elected delegate to District Meeting.
Mr. J. Skinner was reappointed treasurer, and Mr. A.
Jackson secretary.
New Buildings.

The Sunderland and Newcastle committees met at the
“Central Church, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Rev. H. Yooll pre-
¢iding. Rev. B. Haddon presented an application from
Tanfield Lea Church, Stanley Station, to bwmld church and
schools to cost £2, There is in hand £800. « The
application was endorsed. Monkton, Jarrow-on-Tyne
Station, sought permission to build a new church to cost
£750, and this was also agreed to. The Secretary reported
262 chapels in the district, of the value of £380,094, having

- a debt of £81688. There has been paid off this year
£4,783. Rev. J. Tweddle reported £190 2s. 11d. as raised
for the Orphanage. A resolution was heartily approved
welcoming the arbitration proposals between Great
Britain and the United States. The District Jubilee Loan
Fund has now £1,207 19s. 9d. to its credit. The District
‘Missionary returns show £1,5640-18s. 6d. raised for the
African and General Fund. Rev. M. T. Pickering sub-
mitted a circular from the Connexional Centenary secre-
tary, and it was decided to commend the offer of W. M.
Patterson’s book on “ Northern Primitive Methodism” to
all collectors and donors of 10s, 6d. for central portion of
the fund. As a statement of amounts raised by each
station is to be given at the District Meeting, circuit tiea-
surers are desired to forward all possible moneys at once.
Proposed Legislation. 4

_The various committees of Nottingham district met last
Wednesday at Canaan Church, Nottingham, Ths Presi-
dent of the Conference was in the chair. There was a
capital . attendance, and the discussions were quite
animated. Mr. G. Tucker (Loughborough) was recom-
mended for Deed Poll. membership.
lence was ordered to be sent to Rey. W. Atkinson (Leices-
ter) in his affliction. The report of Centenary affiirs
showed—promises £10,546 18s. 6d.; paid to circuits
£6,925 18s. 5d.; paid to Central Fund, £3,147 19s. 3d.
An appeal is to.be made to all the circuits to complete
their contributions in time for the synod. The applica-
tions from Sleaford, Bottesford, Oakham, and Newark
-stations for grants from the Sustentation Fund were ap-
proved. The meeting was gratified to learn from Rev.
C. F. Gill’s report that there is a considerable increase in
the district’s missionary income. Proposed legislation to
amend the constitution of the General Missionary Com-
mittee was sent forward. The application of ihe trustees
of Belgrave Gate, Leicester, to borrow £2,000.fromthe
Chapel Aid Association on special terms was approved.

zncon was given to build a church and schoolroom at
Billinghay, Sleaford Circuit, at & cost of £900, and to
seek grants to aid Forest Road Church, Nottingham, to
raise £600 for extension purposes. Rev. J. W. Ullyatt
was appointed to represent the Local Preachers’ Training
Committee at the synod: Thanks were-given to the retir-
ing secretaries (Revs. S, A, Barron, J. T. Gooderidge, A.
Baldwin, and R. N. Wycherley), and nominations were
made for next year. . Revs, J. T, Gooderidge and A. Bald-
win were respectively neminated for the General Orphan-
age and Missionary Committees.

Missionary Revenue Improved.

The Rristol committees met at Bath, under the presi-
dency of Rev. R. Fairley. We regret to have to report
a decrease of nineteen members, due to excessive re-
movals, large numbers having emigrated to Oanada. But
there are many ehcouraging features in our work. -Har-
mony. prevails throughout the district, and the mocd is
that of prayer and devotion. .The varicus organisations
afe in a spiritually sound condition. We report ah in-
crease of 101 scholars and advance in C.E, work. The
missionary revenue showed satisfgctory improvement.
The application of Mr. John Morris, of Glougester, for
permanent membership of Conference was approved.
The proposed -temperance legislation was not approved.
The meeting felt that the entrance to the leaders’ mieet-
ing should be guarded, as it is a disciplinary court.
Shetfield and the Centenary Fund.

The Sheffield District Committees met on Tuesday,
under the presidency of Rev. J. Keightley. Rev. J. J.
Parlow’s application for the Approved List was cor-
dially approved. A report of the death of Mr. R. Holden,
of Bawtry, who for many years was a leading official in
Bheffield, was received, and a letter of condolence sent
to the family, Plans for a school-chapel at Brl_ghtsxde,
Sheffield Third, were referred to the sub-committee for
consideration. Rev. G. Armstrong, secretary of Con-
nexional Centenary Fund, addressed the committee,
pointing out that the district was scarcely doing itself
credit, its contributions to the Central Fund only reach-
ing £2,244 1t was confidently anticipated that before
Conference this sum will be greatly augmented. Some
time was spent over the Handsworth case, Rotherham
Second, and steps taken to extricate this trust from its
seriously involved condition. The ap})lications of Messrs.
Truswell and Hadfield for deed poll membership were
approved. 1t was reported by the missionary ‘secretary
(Rey. G. Ford) that over £1,500 had been raised for the
missionary funds, the African momey being in advance
of that raised for the General Fund.

Teacher Training to the Fore.

The Sunderland and Newcastle Distri¢t Young People’s

Committees met at the Central Chureh, Newcastle, April
10th, Rev. J. Young in the chair. Rev. T. Sellors re-

A letter of condo-*

‘honeymoon is being spent at Morecamba.

?ortecl an increase of two schools and of 324 scholars.
The report of the Sub-committee on Teacher Training
was received and adopted ; it was decided to lay it before

-eath Circuit School Committee and each school in the

district. Rev. G. Fawcett reported ,an increase of four
Erdeavour Societies, but @ small decrease of active
members. There are 140 Junior C.E. Societies, an in-
crease of 3, with an increase of 376 members, The sum
of £12 12s. was voted to the Central portion of the
Centenary Fund, bei roceeds from District Rally.
Rev.. J. 'W. Clifford, M.A., reported 10,997 Band of
Hope members, a decrease of 38; 31,891 juvenile ab-
stainers, an, increase of 871, Rev, W. Barton, the past
temperance secretary, was presented with a testimonial
as an acknowledgment of his devoted services. In the
absence of Rev, J. Pearce through ill-health, Rev, J.
Roxby introduced the subject of “Temperance Reform.”
The evening meeting was addressed by Revs. E. B. Storr
and W. E. Godreid.

The Value of a Lady. .

The Carlisle and Whitehaven District Committees met
al Carlisle, April 6th, Mr. G. Armstrong presiding over
a good attendance. Eulogistic reports were read from
the Appleby branch and Whitehaven and Workington
Circuits regarding the work of the probationers, Revs.
W. H. Whiting, James Henderson, and E. F. Martin.
The Centenary Fund still lags. About £805 has been
sent to the Central Fund, an average for this part of
the Centenary Fund of 4s. 8d. per member. The premier

| positions ate occupied by the Kendal, Haltwhistle, and

Carlisle Circuits, with an average of 10s. 6d., Bs. 10d.,
and 8s. 6d. mespectively. The District Treasurer has
laboured hard to secure the desired result, but the xe-
sponse has not been as generous as.might have been ex-
pected. A lengthy discussion followed on the treasurer’s
Teport, and it is anticipated that strenuous efforts will
bs made to improve the conditions of this fund. The
report of the Orphanage Treasurer was exceedingly cheer-
ing. The total income was £62 19s. 9d., being an increase
of £21 14s. 6d. Splendid service is rendeted this worthy
cause year by year by Mrs. Forster, of Carlisle, and other
lady friends. It was reported that over £17 has been
collected by Mrs. Forster during the year. Plans were
passed for a new chapel at Prospect, Marvport Station.
Newby Chapel, in the Penrith Circuit, is causing anxiety.
Tt is nine miles from Penrith ; there are no members, and
services have not been held for a few years. A deputa-
tion was appointed to visit this place and confer with
the cflicials of the circuit, and advise as to the best course
to take. Missionary interest is increasing throughout
the district. The General Fund shows an increase of
over £4 for the district, and the African Fund is £22 in
advance of last year. The most gratifying feature abont
this increase is the fact that omly two circuits in the
district fail to share in it. Degreases were reported in
scholars and alsa"in Christian Endeavourers.

MARRIAGES.

Bowbridge Chapel, in the Middleham Circuit, was the
scene of an unusually interesting wedding on Saturday,
April 8th, when Mr. William Burton (younger son of
Mr. and Mrs. Burton, of Mill Ghyll House, Askrigg) was
united to Miss Mabel Eleanor Thompson (youngest
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, of Spen House).
There was a large company present to witness the cere-
mony. The service was choral, Mr. W. J. Wetherald
presiding at the harmonium. A most impressive service
was conducted by Rev. Iszac Brentnall, of Dawley,
assisted by Rev. W. Skelson, circuit minister. The bride,,
who was given away by her father, was attended by Miss
M. M. Thompson and Miss Burton as bridesmaidsc Mr.
Ernest Burton acted as best man, and Mr, Robert Thomp-
son was groomsman. At the conclusion of the ceremony
Rev. W. Skelson presented the bride and bridegroom, on
behalf of the trustees, with a handsomely bound Bible
suitably inscribed, The bridegroom feelingly replied. A

-reception was afterwards held-at Spen House, where the

numerous and valuable presents were much admired. The
The bride has
for the past five years resided at Twickenham, where she
has been a member of our Hampton Hill church.  Upon
her departure the friends of the Victoria Mission Hall
presented her with a beautiful oak and silver-mounted
biscuit barrel as a token of love and eSteem. '

A very pretty wedding was celebrated on April 12th in
Church Street Church, Whitby, the contracting parties
being Mr. John Robert Anderson, of Bridge Street, and
Miss Annie' Margaret Pinkn8y, of Esk Terrace. Rev.
A. J. Bull officiated and Miss Nellie Bland played the
organ. The bridesmaids were Miss A. Anderson, Miss
Nellie Pinkney, and Miss Fletcher (Jarrow). The bride

. was given away by her father, Mr. P. Pinkney (ex-su‘per-

intendent of the Whitby Police), and Mr. R. Townsend,
M.A., B.Sc., of Dudley, acted as best man. A reception
was held at the residence of the bride’s parents, and the
usual toasts were proposed and heartily responded to. The
presents were beautiful and costly. In the afternoon the
happy pair left for Ja¥row, en route for Scotland, where
the honeymoon is being spent. - .

" FrTZPATRICK,—! April 16th, to Rev. and Mrs. J. Fitzpatrick,
of 29, Park Street, Glasgow, a daughter. :

LI16NTFOOT—SIMPSON.—On  April _12th, at the Primitive
Methodist Church Waterhouses, by Rev. G. R. Bell, John G.
Lightfoot to Mildred Armnie Simpson, daughter of Mr. and
Mr:, Matthew Simpson, Waterhouses. ot

WiLsON-DAvIsoN.—At Nafferton, on Easter Monday, by
Rev. J. N, Clagne, Mr. Thos. Wilson to Miss Jennie Davison,
cJdest danghter of Mr. T. Davison. ;o

MpRs. KENDALL and family desire to express their thanks
for the letters of sympathy and floral tributes they have
received during their sad bercavement. —21, Randal ‘Strect,
Blackburn, . - -

HOW FAMOUS PEOPLE RENEW
THEIR ENERGIES.

Remarkable Testimony.

Never was life so strenuous as now. Everyone
acknowledges it—the famous and the non-famous. The
famous feel it most, for the strain to obtain a foremost
place and keep it is universally recognised. ~ They*
however, have a gréat advantage over the less notable
members of the community, for their friendly inter-
course with the prominent physicians enables them to
hear at the earliest moment of the best mecans science
has discovered to repew the energy, nerve force, and
vitality they have consumed in their work.

In consequence they are all taking Sanatogen, the ideal
tonic food and revitalising agent, to whose merits over
fourteen thousand physicians kave altested in writing,
while practically every medical man prescribes it.

The mo:t eminent representatives of every profession
have sent voluotary testimonials recording the wonder-
ful results obtained from Sanatogen in renewing their
energies whon they have been ovorworked or run down.
From among the most recent the following have been
chosen to give some idea of the merits of the prepara,
tion :— )

Sir GILBERT PARKER, M.P., the popular Novelist,
writes :—— « 20, Carlton House Terrace, S.W

“I have used Sanatogen with extraordinary benefit.
It is to my mind a true food tonic, feeding the nerves,
increasing the encrgy, and giving fresh vigour to tha

over-worked body and mind.” ; . e
¢ L

Lord RONALD SUTHERLAND GOWER, the
Sculptor and Historian, writes :—
’ ‘“ Hammerfield, Penshurst, Keut.
«I feel it only due to the benefit conferred in my
goneral health by Sanatogen to write and inform those
intcrosted in that wonderful medicine that it has done
meo far more good than all the waters of Bath and

Harrogate.”
arrogate t e %“

Mr. MARSHALL HALL, K.C,, M.P., writes :—
. 3, Templo Gardens, London, E.C.
“1 think it is only right to .say that I have tried
Sanatogen, and I belicve it to be a most excellent food.”

Mr. WALTER CRANE, the eminent authority on
Decorative Art, writes:— )
¢« Old IIouse, 13, Holland Street, Kensington, W.
“In recovering from a rather sharp attack of influ.
enza, I certainly found Sanatogen, prepared with milk,

beneficial in its effects,” @&.
. s —

Lady HENRY SOMERSET writes : —

“The Cottage, Industrial Farm Colony, Duxhurst.

“ Saratogen undoubtedly restores slecp, invigorates
the neryes, and braces the patient to health. have
watched its effects on people whose nervous systems
have been entirely undermined, and I have proved Sanat-
ogen to be most valuable.”,

Mme. SARAH GRAND, the eminent Authoress
writes :— “10, Grovo Hill, Tunbridge Wells.

« Sunatogen has done everything for me which it is
said to be able to do for cases of nervous debility and
exhaustion. I began to take it after nearly four years’
enforced . idleness from extreme debility, and felt the
benefit almost immediately. And now, after taking is
steadily three times a day for twelve weeks, I find myself
able to enjoy both work and play again, and also able to

do as much of both as ever I did.” ?

Considering this evidenge, can anyone suffering from
depletion of the mental, nervous, or physical forces
afford to forego the advantages he cannot fail to derive
from Sanatogen, which, by the way, is also largely used
in Royal Circles, where the strain of life is no-less felt
than among humbler people ?

Sanatogen can be obtained of all chemists, price 1s. 9d.
to 9s. 6d. An interesting booklet will be sent post free
on application to The Sanatogen Co., 12, Chenies
Street, London, W.C., to all mentioning “The Primitive
Methodist. Leader.” g

A free sample of Sanatogen will also be sent to those
who enclose two penny stamps to cover postage.
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Services and Preachers.

SUNDAY, APRIL 23rd.

BERMONDSEY, ST. GEORGE'S'HALL, OLD KENT
ROAD, S.E., Rcv. Joseph E. Gillert, at 11, 3.15

. (P.S.A.), and 7.

BLACKPOOL, Chapel Street (facing the Central Pier).
Services—Rev. W. R. Callin, at 10.45 and 6.30.
Thursday, 7.30 to 8.30, Devotional Hour. Visitors
heartily invited. :

BUXTON, Messrs. P. Rains and F. Brock, at 10.30 ; Messrs.

: O. Pulfreyman and J. B. Hiblers, at 6.30.

CALEDON!AN ROAD, N. (corner of Market Road).--Rev.

' J. D. Thompson, at 11; Rev. W. Roberts, at 6.30.

CULLERC(?ATS. Rev. D. Cooke, at 10.30 and 6.30.

CUSTOM HOUSE, Services—Rev. W. H. Richardson, at

h 11; Mr. W. F. Everatt, at 6.30.

HARRINGAY, Mattison Road, Rev. J. Pickett at 11
and 8.30. "

HARROGATE, Rev. W. Younger, at 11 and 6.30.

MORECAMBE, P’arliament Street, Mr. Colborn, at 10.30;

r. Hudd>rshaw, at 6.30.

NEWCASTLE -ON - TYNE, Central Church, Rev. J.

! Reaveley, at 10.30 and 6.30.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, Maple Street Church, Mr.
W. Raine, at 10.3) and 6.30. )

NORTH SHIELDS, Rev. S. S. Henshaw, at 10.45 and 6.

SOUTHPORT, Chnrch Street, Services— Rev. J. T.

. Barkby, at 10.30 and 6.30.

SURREY CHAPEL, Central Mission, Blackfriars
Road, S.E., Rev. A. Turner Smith, Argyle Chapel,
Batli, at 11, 3.30, and 7.

Connexional Evangelists’ Engagements.

MR. J. B. BAYLIFFE, Chester, Hoole, April 22ud to
X May 2nd.

REV. J. ODELL Trimdzn Colliery, April 18th to 24th.

MISS PERRETT, Weston-super-Mare, April 16th to
- May 12th.

Evangelists’ Engagements.
MRS, EVISON, St. Helens, Lanes., April 23rd to May 13th.

LoNxpoN PrimMiTive METHODIST COUNCIL. — Primitive
Mecthodists removing to London will be directed to the ncaress
P.M. Chureh if some official of the ‘church will nn’t,‘lfy the
lev. F. Pickett, 13, St. Andrew’s Road, Enfield, N. The fnll
Tundon address must be given, which will be at once forwarded
to the nearest minister of our Church.

Births, Marriages, Deaths.
NOTICES must reach the Office, 73, Farrinzdon Street, London, E.C., by
‘Tuesday morning. ‘Terms, prepaid : Under 30 words, 2s. ; each additional
10 words or less, Gd. Memoira, reports of marriages, etc., wust be
wccompanicd by & yprepaid notice.
. R BIRTHS.
Haxcox.—March 14, at Trinity Street, 0ld Hill, to Rev.
T. W. and Mrs. Hancox, a daughter (stillborn).
WHITENEAD.—On the 13th. inst., af the‘Station House, St.
Neots, to Mr. and Mrs. Whitehead (née French), a daughter.

MARRIAGES.

. ANDERSON—PINKNEY.—On Agril 12, at Church Strest
Primitive Methodist Church, Whitby, by tho Rev. A J.
Kull, Mr. John Robert. Anderson to Miss Annie Margaret
Vinkney, both of Whitby.

BurTton—-THOoMPsON.—April 8, at Bowbridge P.M. Church,
by Rev. Isaac Brentnall, assisted by Rev. William Skelson,
Mr. William Burton, Askrigg, to Miss Mabel Elesnor
Thompson, of Spen House. .

. DEATHS.

CrossrieLp.—On April 16, at Brook Lea, Otley, Harriett,
relict of the late John Crossfield, aged seventy-six years
Interred at Otley Cemetery, Thursday, April 20. Her end
was perfect peace.

BrapeurY.—On April 8, Annie, the beloved wife of
William Bradbury, o? Ashville, Kents Bank Road, Buxton,
aged fifty years. Interred at Buston Cemetery. :

G1BBON.—On the 13th inst., at 132, Barton Road, Stret-
ford, near Manchester, Ann, the dearly beloved wife of
James Gibbon, aged sixty-seven years. Interred Stretford
Cematery, April 17, 1911, .

=~ IN MEMORIAM!

WrIGHT.—In ever loving memory of Jane Wright, who
passed away on April 18, 1910. Gone but not forgotten.
From husband-and family. . .

Ministerial Changes and Engagements.

Changes in 1912,

Rev. E. F. Martin from Workington.

Rev. (. W. Turner from Clayton West after a term of
four years.

Engagements for 1911-12.
Rev. S. Mincher from Sheffield to Blackburn Third.
Engagements for 1912-13.

Rev. T. B. Caukwell from Grimsby.to Walthamstow.
Rev. E. E. Clark from Mid Norton to Ilkeston.

s'i*agan and Christian Parallels.”” By W. H. Howard Nash.
Hunter and Longhurst. 6d. net.

Quite recently a book on “The Churches and Modern
Thought” has been published in a chean form. The book
is intended to discredit some of the main doctrines of the
Christian religion. Mr. Nash shows how false are many
of its statements, and that the attempt to find parallels in
Yagapism_that will destroy the uniqueness of {the Chris‘ian
f2o1s has utterly failed. Though small. the bock is a valu-
able contribution to Christian evidences.

THE PRIMITIVE METHODIST LEADER.,

PERSONAL.

Mr, W. Bertin, of the Wirksworth Circuit,” has been
elected 'a member of the Urban' Council, and stood second
on the list. AN :

The Northwich and District Free Church Counc'l has
appointed Rev. J. W. Lancaster as its president for the
ensuing year. - =

Aibemarle Walter Scott, y'oungest son of Mr. J. W.
:Scott, of Norwich, successfully passed the recent final
exemination of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great
Buritain.

. Mr. T. H. Pallin, who for many years has been super-
intendent of our Sunday-school at Grange Road, Waest
Hartlepool, has been elected for the fifth time president of
the West Hartlepool and District Sunday-school Union.
- We regret to say that after lying three months in the
Wifan Infirmary, Mr. John Latham, of Platt Bridge, has
had to part with the leg which was damaged by an
accident at the colliery. Mr. Latham had been studying
with a view to entezing our ministry, and was a very
acceptable local preacher. *

Isaac Earley, the oldest local preacher in Hungerford
Circuit, on attaining his hundred and fourth birthday, re-
ceived a kindly-worded letter of congratulation from the
King.” Mr. George T. Phelps, vhe next oldest local
preacher, will attain his ninety-first birthday to-morrow
the 21st inst. 'He has rallied from his late illness, when
his life was despaired of. .

. Few people realise the many and varied ways in which
our ministers serve their circuits and societies. InCrowle
Circuit a new chapel is badly needed at Medge Hall, and
Rev, P. Gibbon, the superintendent minister, has pre-
pared plans and specifications for a chapel, which is to
cost between two and three hundred pounds. The
design is very attractive, and, when built, the chapel will
be an ornament to the village. Last Friday consent fo
build was given by the District Building Committee.

“Mr, Edward Hall, secretary of the North and West
London Local Preachers’ Associations, desires the local
preachers within the area named to bear in mind the meet-
ing to be held in Kilburn Lene Chapel, Kilburn, on
Saturday, 23rd inst. Tea will be provided at 6.30. At
7.20 Mr. Arthur Dunn will contribute a paper on ‘“The
Sympathy of the Man in the Pew as an Aid to Secure
Conversions.” Discussion will follow. The meeting is
open to all local preachers and candidates within the
association’s area. )

Marie L. Straw, daughter of our Ilkeston Sunday-school
superintendent, passed the Oxford Local Senior Examina-
tion with first-class honours and “distinction” in geo-
graphy, and gained seventeenth ‘xasition in the country.
The son of our society steward, William A. Ecob, passed
in Section 2 with honours, and thirty-fourth position in
the country. Grace Hawley, daughter of assistant Sun-
day-school superintendent, passed the Junior Local
Examination. All three candidates are Sunday-school
teachers in Bath Street school.

PROBATIONERS' EXAMINATION
RESULTS, 1911.

First YEarR.—Maximum Marks 200, Minimum 120,

Auty, -Thomas R., 176; Barker, J. Herbert, 154;
Brown, Wm. (2), 152 ; Daw, Percy B., 154 ; Groves, C. P.,
B.D., excused ; Haig, Arthur, 163; Hall, Samuel J., 159;
Hammersley, Walter J., 156 ; Harrison, Frederick, 174 ;
Henderson, James, 149 ; Lemeke, Peter, Africa, papers
not to hand ; Mainwaring, John, 156 ; Maish, Arthur J.,
165; Morgan, Thomas W., 172; Mortimer, Charles E.,
16%4; Ogg, Arthur T., 172; Oliver, T., 146; Ratcliffe,
Chris. H., 169 ; Reed, William R. 142; Rowley, Samuel,
162; Sands, Thomas, 165; Smith, Herbert, 150; Strat-
ton, Henry, 170; Strcet, Ralph, 170; Watchman, John
G., 1238 ; Webb, Percy R., 178 ; Wilson, B., 157; Barlow,
W., Africa, takes special work.

Arrears,—Axson, James, 166; Herrick, Wm., 160;
Johnson, H. F., 124.

Secoxp YEar.—Maximum Marks 200, Min:mum 120.

Armstrong, Wm., 162; Axson, James, did not sit;
Bradbury, David, 381 (maximunr , minimum 200);
Collin, R. Wilfred, 175; Collen, Frank, 165; Colling-
wood, James W., 169; Firth, Joseph, 169; Gilbert,
Joseph E., 305 (maximum 400, minimum 240);
Graham, James, 160; Gray, Arthur G., 159; Green,
George H., 167; Griffiths, Albert, 137; Herrick,
Wm., 172; Howarth, Wilfrid, B.A., takes special
work ; Jackson, Alexander, 166; Jenkinson, Joseph

., 180; Johnson, Hermon F., 138; Lzdlay,
Thomas, 148 ; Millward, Hegbert S., 174 ; Roe, Harold T.,
did not sit ; Russell, George R., 164 ; Rutter, Richard M.,
167 ; Sellers, Ezra, 164; Sutcliffe, James C,, 388 (maxi-
mum 500, minimum 300) ; Tootell, William, 166 ; Tucker,
Albert E. H., 161 ; Vickers, Albert, 180 ; Wallace, Georga
E., 158; Wearmouth, Robert F., 161.

Arrears.—Vercoe, C. R.,'287 (maximum 400; minimum

240), -
Tamep Yesr.—Maximum 400, Minimum 240,

Allen, Herbert, 286; Atkinson, Wm. (2), did not sit;
Corlett, Robert T., did not sit; Davies, George, 303;
Dodds, Frederick W., in Africa; Bast, Timothy S.,
293 ; Featherstane, Michael, 313; Francomb, John 8.,
310; Gill, John Enang, 350 (maximum 500, minimum
300) ; Hoyle, Percy M., 265 ; McDonald, Alexander, 345 ;
Martin, Ernest ¥., 305 ; Metcalf, Joseph, 339 ; Morrow,
John W., 160 (maximum 200, minimum 120); Pigott,
Ernest D., 2908 ; Robinson, Joseph C., 153 (maximum 200,
minimum 120) ; Thompson, William, 324; Trevvett,
James W., 315; Upright, John, 160 (makimum 200,
minimum 120); Vercce, Charles R., 260; Walpole,
Samuel, 143 (maximum 200, minimum 120); Whiting,
William H., 272 ; Woodward, Harold H., 289,

Arrears,-~-Hodgson, Andrew, 311.

Fouvrtn YEear.—Maximum 400, Minimum 240,

Buckley, Robert A., 313; Button, Frank S.. 286;
Campbell, William H., 279 ; Dixon, Wm., 208 ; Francs,
Ernest S:, 294 ; Frteman, Geo., 302 ; Grant, James, 316 ;

5
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Groves, Wm., in Africa ; Gunson, John M., 284 ; Han-
cox, Enoch J., 208 ; Hatfield, D. T., 300; Henderson,
Jos., 305 ; Hodgson, Andrew, 257 ; Hunter, W. C., 280 ;
Jackson, Percy, 304; Leach, W. S., 204; Osborne Geo.
285 ; Parlow, Jos., 321; Pattinson, J. W., 317; Read,
G. S, 207 ; Richardson, J. W., 300 ; Richardson, P. M.,
283 ; Richardson, W. H., 309 ; Sadd, H. J., 327 ; Smith,
I‘{. W., 277; Targett, W. J., 208; Tucker, G., 303;
Turner, W. (3), 172 (maximum 200, minimum 120);
Turner, W. (4), 209; Vaughan, E., 127 (maximum 200,
lzr&mmum 120) ; Watson, Artifur, 291 ; Woodfield, J. E.,

- Fifth Year—Shimmin, F. H.; Stokes, Ezra, 200;
Wanless, J. B.
Sixth Year.—Smith, G. H., 240.

FREE CHURCH YEAR BOOHK.

‘‘The Pree Church Year Book and Who's Who, 1pi1."
Meyer. 2s. 64, net.

Those who attended the Portsmouth meetings and those
who enly read the reports in the papers will welcome the
publication of the proceedings. The President’s address,
s0 much criticised in the High Anglican papers, the
address of Sir Oliver Lodge, that produced one of the
deepest impressions made at any of the sessions, together
with a vast mass of Free Church information, zre all
here in permanent form. For the first time the National
Council had before it topics affecting the youth of our

F. B,

-churches, and the papers contributed and intluded here

are worthy of the Church’s attention. Theology, Sociology,
the Edinburgh’ Conference, and many other subjects are
ably treated. *The Free Church Who's Who" is a new
section. This is the most unsatisfactory portion of the
work. The omissions are perhaps more numerous than’
the inclusions. This portion ought to have some pretence
of completeness or be left out. We should prefer the
fermer very much. This year's list of names, howeyer, is
but a start. There is ample room for a complete Free
Church Who's Who. The book contains a valaable
collection of Church statistics and information about all
the Free Churches, E.T..

IN MEMORIAM.

Mrs. Bradbury.

After a long illness, borne with rare Christian fortitude
and patience, Mrs, Bradbury, the beloved wife of Mr.
William Bradbury, passed away on April 8th at their
residence, “ Ashville,” Buxton. ~For many years she had
been deeply- interested in the work of the London Road
Church, and on the day of the funeral signs of deep
mourning were everywhere manifest. The memorial s2rvicy
in the church was conducted by Rev. H. L. Herod,
assisted by Revs. R. Crewdson and A. Walliker. In the
course of the address Rev. F. N, Shimmin said that the
early years and womanhood of Mrs. Bradbury were per-
vaded by love and reverence. From the first she belonged
to the order of those who delight to do the will of our
Father in heaven. By virtue of her pure Christian
character slhe sanctified every rclation of. life. As a
daughter dutiful, as a friend loyal and faithful, generous
and loving, as a wife an unfailing source of inspiration
and strength to her husband, as a mother she was as firm
from principle as she was gentle in disposition. As a
member of the church she was distinguished for genuine
godliness and splendid loyalty to truth and duty. She
loved the'school, and did much to shape the lives of those
who came under her gracious influence. She won all
hearts and confirmed the power, reality, and sweetness of
Christianity. She has been called to still higher service
before the throne of God in heaven. May the unfailing
grace and comfort of our Father God sustain her husband
and son and members of the bereaved family.

Mrs. Crossfield. :

On April 16th there passed from this life Mrs. John
Crossfield, of Otley, at the age of seventy-six. In his lifa-
time Mr. John Crossfield was a tower of strength to our
church at Otley, and our sister now deceased had joy-
fully co-operated with him in all he'did. Their home was
a centre of religious influence, and the ministers of our
Olurch were ever warmly welcomed there. Converted at
Armley, Leeds First Circuit, at the age of sixteen, shé has
been 'a member of our church for sixty years. Every
effort of the church received her warm support, and in
bazaar work, etc., she was ever one of the busiest. For
over forty-five years she has been a missionary collector,
and the total sum collected by her for the missionary
funds amounts to abont £1,000. She was formerly also &
Sunday-school teacher, and the last service she attended
wag in the evening of the Sunday School Anmniversary in
July last. Through failing health the last twelve montha
her interest in Church life pever failed. . She has been
devotedly watched over and cared for by her brother-in-
law, Mr. Elijah Crossfield, and his family. Old friends who
had worked by her side for many years were about till the
last days, and will miss her now she is gone. Her trust
in God was strong to the end, and she passed away peace-
fully, trusting in her Redeemer.

Mrs. James Taylor.

With profound sorrow we record the death of Mrs.
James Taylor, of Hollinwcod. Her passing away is a dis-
tinct loss to our church and a large circle of friends In
the houws of cadness it is thelpful to think of the sweetness
and goodness of the life ske lived, and of the greatness of
the service she rendered. She was a good woman, kindly
in heart, generous in spirit. She was deeply interested in
the prosperity of God’s house, and for its success ente
into labours most abundant. The last two years of her life
were years of intense physical suffering, yet amidst it all’
she was ever cheerful, and was never heard to murmur o7
complain. On Sunday, April 9th, she peacefully pased
away. Her funeral took pkace on April 13th, in the pro-
sence of .a large assembly of mourners. The service was
conducted by Revs. S, R. Woodall, W. Upright, and J»
Yearsley. :
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'GOD’S PITY FOR THE HEATHEN.

‘International Lesson for Sunday, April So, 1911
Jonah iii, 1, 2—iv. to 1. G.T., Matthew xxviii, 19,

By Henry J. Pickett.

CONNECTING LINKS.—Three miles north-east. of
Nazareth the guides point out to you the tomb of Jonah,
While not much credence can be attached to it, it is
the district from which he came, and he is distinguished
as one of the prophets of the Northern Kingdom, in
company with Eilijah, Elisha, Micaiah, Micah, and
Hosea. While this book is much later than his life, and
does not profess to be written by him—he lived about
780 v.c., the contemporary of>Joash of Israel and
Jeroboam IL (2 Kings xiv. 25)—and while it is largely a
beautiful parable, setting forth the actual feeling of
Israel toward the heathen, there is no reason to doubt
its historical basis, nor the mission to Niniveh. Niniveh
fell in the year 606 B.c. The ruins which still cover
the ground, covering sixty miles in circumference, bear
witness to its enormous importance in the old Assyrian
Empire, and to its vast population. It was, indeed, one
of the wonders of the world.

L.—It will be necessary to put before the class a general
view, which will explain the scope of this book, and
explain at the same time why it occurs just now in -our
" studies of Israel. Behind all the fortunes of that people,
the 7ise and fall of kings, we are dealing with the slow
revelation of the gracious purposes of God, and the equally
slow education of a nation intended to be the channel of
His ever-widening grace. The teacher will recall in the
lesson for 4pril 9th, that Elisha astonished the King of
Isracl by refusing to destroy the constantly persecuting
Syrians, and going so far as actually to feed them as royal
visitors!' That is, at heart, the moral of the Book of
Jonah. Tt is, truly and emphatically, our earliest Manual
of Missions, so far as its history is concerned! Like the
Parables of Jesus, it sets forth in symbol, the highest
teaching, that, however the elder brother may resent it,
the Father’s love looks over into ihe “far country.” loves
the despised heathen, equally with the privileged Israelite
or Englishman, and waits through the long centuris for
their return.

II.—This will prepare us to consider

God's Wider Outlook.

Niniveh, that great city, may stand for the nearly 1.000
millions to-day who have no knowledge of the true God,
who have not heard of Jesus Christ, and who therefore live
under conditions of terrible cruelty, never coming within
sight of the possible values of their own life, nor the
enjoyments of this world, or the hopes of one to come.
Naniveh, in thought and sympathy, stood as far off from
Israel as Central Africa or the Far East from us. But
to God it was as near and as dear as Jerusalem, or
Samaria, or Bethel. These were chosen only as beginnings,
their people visited and selected as trustees for the peoples
beyond. There are no foreign pecples to Him.

JIT.—Tn vv. 1, 2, especially the phrase ‘“the second
time,” and'iv. 4 we have a picture of

Divine Hindrances and Delays.

_ Tell the story of Jonah's first call, and foolish flight from
duty. The setting of what follows is truly Eastern. It
is a striking picture of Israel's selfishness and exclusive-
ness. Her pride in having such a God as her own, but
her unwillingness that any outside nation should share
her privileged position. She suffered severely for her
selfishness, as, let us be sure, we always do. This is the
obvious tezching of the storm and the fish. Tt is what we
find later.in the disappointment and treachery of Judas,
the opposition of the Pharisees to Jesus, the surprise and
resentment of Peler at the vision in Joppa, the persecu-
tion of Paul by the Church at Jerusalem and the Jews,
‘becanse of his wider sympathies with the Gentiles, Think
of modern missions being only just over 100 years old!
Think of the entrance of missionaries into India.being
opposed in the House of C'ommans, and even in Christian
pulpits!" Think of a sum many times more spent on
tobacco than on cvangelising the heathen! Think of the
prevailing indifference and neglect of Christian people to
the slums of their own towns, much more to the vast world
outside! How wonderful the patience of God! Waiting
yet for our answer to His appeal: Lovest thou Me?
Whom shall be send ?

IV.—Vy. 5-11 set forth in a very striking picture
God’s Discipline of Human Experience.

Wlhat Jonah fretted at was the forbearance of God with
Israel's foes. And God teaches him a better faith
through his own experience. Jonah retires in a bitter
mood. Sheltering him from the heat and hiding him
from observation is a gourd, a broad, leafy, palm-like
vegetable, soon developed, easily withered; but in his
loneliness, and for its friendly shade, it becomes a com-
panion, and he grieves over its early decay. Suffering,
too, from exposvre, God uses his experience as a teacher,
'"If thou hast learned to have alittle affection for a- decay-
ing plant, shall I not preserve and iry to save men and
women equally precious as yourself?”

What is our pleasure to God's programme? How pal-
iry in comparison. How unworthy to prefer it. What is
oQur commerce to the souls of the heathen? How gross
A selfish to think more-of our bank savings. And how
eriminal to worse than ruin the heathen by our drink anl
firearms for the sake of trade. What is our self-indul-
gence or our companion to the possible fellowship of Jesus?
If we are pained to give up what is a danger, what must be
His pain to see us deliberately 'preferring death? The
last picture of the lesson is God’s persistent intention to

Kind
Hearts.

THE SINGING-BIRD AND THE WAY H.OME

Amongst the Seneca Indians there is a belief which is
very beautiful and touching® When one of their young
girls dies they put a young singing-bird into a cage, and
as 500n as it begins to whistle and warble they take the
cage to the grave, and, covering the bird with their
kisses and caresses, they set it free. As it mounts irqm
the grave and flies away, they believe that the bird will
not fold its wings or close its eyes till it has reached the
spirit land and delivered its burden of love and tender-
ness to the lost child. Theso Indians think of their dead
children, and long to see them again and be with them. *

During these Easter days many have been thinking of
Jesus, who went to heaven to get ready a place for all
who love Him. On the evening before He died, when
His disciples were very sad, Jesus talked to them, and
said, “Let not your hearts be troubled; . . . In My
Father's liouse are many mansians. I go to prepare a
place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you I
will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where
I am there ye may be also.” Those are precious words.
Heaven is our Father's house. There Jesus dwells, and
is getting a place ready for all who love Him, that we
may be with Him for ever. Therefore we need not be
afraid of death at all.

Did you ever read of the Cape of Storms? Tt was
reputed to bo an awfu] place, and sailors were afraid of
going round it. But at last a bold navigator determined
to pass the Cape, and ho did, and by doing so he opened
the route to the East Indies, from which much wealth
was gathered: That terrible Cape is now known as the
Cape of Good Hope, and sailors are not the least afraid
of it to-day. So death has been called the King of
Terrors, but those who know the meaning of Easter are
not afraid of death. For Easter bids us think of Jesus
risen from the dead, to be our Friend and Saviour for
ever.

I have read,of a little child at New Sharon, in America,
who was very ill and died. The little body, beautifully
robed for the grave, was placed in the coffin, and in its
hands was placed a bunch of flowers, in the centre of
which was an unopened bud of the “ Rose of Sharon.”
On the day of the funeral friends went to take a last look
at the dear child’s face, and when the coffin lid was
lifted, behold! the bud in the dead child’s hand had
become a full-blown rose. The sight of that would surely

reach of the child-spirit, which would grow to won-
erful perfection and beauty in the Father's home above.
There are homes on earth where the children are not
well cared for, but in heaven everyone is happy.

So when you think of Jesus, remember that He has
taught us how to live, and if we love and obey Him this
lifo will be strong and glad and useful. And when our
life ends on earth Jesus will conduct us to the land of
souls, which is our Father’s house. There we shall be
for ever safe—from sin, and sorrow, and death.

" Have you asked Jesus to be your Guide?

People’s Faults.

“In speaking of a person’s faults

Pray don’t forget your own;

Remember those with homes of glass
Should seldom throw a stone.

If we have nothing else to do
But talk of those who sin,

'Tis better we should look at home,
And from that point begin,

“We have no right to judge a man

Until” he's fairly tried;

Should we not like his company,
Wo know the world is wide.

Some may have faults—and who has nctl—
Tho old as well as young; —-

Perhaps we may, for aught wo know,
Have fifty to their one.

“T1N teH you of a better plan,

And one that works full well;

1 try my own defects to cure,
Ere I of others tell.

And, though I hope some time to be
No worse than some I know,

My own shortcomings bid mo let
The faults of others go.

“Then let us all, when wo commence

To slander friend or foe,

Think of the harm one word may do
To those who little know,

Remember curses, sometimes, liko
Our chickens, ‘roost at home.’

Don’t speak of others’ faults until
We bavo nenoe of our own.”

Our Competition.

We are hoping shortly to publish the photo of one or
more persons who have won prizes by securing new sub-
scribers for the Leader. Don’t forget the competition is
open to everybody, adult or child, and splendid prizes
are being given. If yon get four persons to take the
Leader every week you will receive a fine new book. If
you think of doing this: Do 1T Yow.

New members received at any time, Anybody may join
who will send name, age, and address, with promise to be
kind. Badges are one penny each, with an extra stamp
for postage.

¢ave. This is our own hope. This should be our call to
wervice. B

Mark letters “ Guild,” and send-to Rev. ARTHUR JTBbB,
Princes  Avenue, Grimsby,

THE SWORD AND THE TROWEL,

Endeavour Topic for Week beginning April 231
Nehemiah iv, 13-23.

I.— D' fficulty.

Difficulties dog the steps of all worthy enterprise. Con-
spiracy waylays noble endeavour. Nehemiah no sooner
commenced his task than he was conscious of opposition.
The more he prospered the more pronounced became the
hostility. Suspicion and jealousy fused his enemies int>
unity, and they conspired to make a surprise attack to
frustrate his purposes and foil his plans (v. "8).
Nehemiah is apprised of this. The adversary is not
subtle enough to conceal it. Bluster always betrays itself,
and its schemeg are shattered (v. 12). Nehemiah sum-

.monses all his resources, stays the attack, and his work of

building the wall goes on. Difficulties are inevitable.
We cannot escape them. Neither must we be cowed by
them, We are engaged in a great work, the building of
the walls of character. Character is a construction. It
is the fortification of life. The nobler our plans the
greater are the forces dgainst us. Nehemiah had also
internal difficulties. The workers threatened to 'strike.
Dissension was brewing. The work of our walls is subject
to like perils. We have our “ Waterloos and Sedans”
within us—foes without and foes within,

IL.—Duty.

The duty of life is to recognise difficulty and determine
to overcome it. We must call forth our fullest resources.
We may find our best expression in facing our bitterest
opposition. Nehemiah felt that God had called him 1o his
task. There was his resource. Only let a man feel his
duty is divine, and no danger will deter him. He will
complete it at all costs, or die. Mark the diplomacy of
Nehemiah! He prepared his people for battle, set them:
at the weak places, and moved amongst them as a great
inspiration. The eniemy heard of the preparation ani
failed to make the attack. Preparation is half the battle.
Do your duty, and you need never fear. “In God is our
trust. He will help us.” Sometimes the forces against
us seem tremendous, but cowardice often characterises
them. To show a bold front i3 to be victorious. Leave
nothing undone. Fortify the weak places and the enemy
is cowed. Let the Captain of the Forces within have full
command, then internal dissension will cease, and our lifa
will present a united front. Peace will be restored and
the work resumed.

I1L.—Defence.

Defence is necessary in time of peace but not primary.
Nehemiah set his men to work. Where it could be done
with one hand the other held the weapon. Where both
were required for work the sword was by the side. Life
consists in work and warfare; but work is the great con-
cern. Building is the chief purpose. The trowel is mora
necessary than the sword. As a nation we are coming to
recognise this. We need National Defence, but we have
acted as though that was our supreme requirement. Now
we see that the greater concern is national character, and
better conditions. Qur resources are more and moie to bs
directed to this end. And here let us remember that the
work is constructive: -It is building and not blasting. A
well-constructed wall is a safe defence. A sound charac-
ter is a mighty fortification. With the pgreat Master
Builder and Captain within working out His purpcee in
our life, bringing every power under subjection, the in-
ternal forces will defy the outward foes.

. GEORGE FawcETT,

The Problem of Drink.

Sie,—May I be permitted to express my hearty appre-
ciation of Rev. Jozeph Pearce’s eulogistic reference in
THE LEADER to the article on “ The Problem of Drink ” in
my recently published book on “ Life Prcblems and Other
Studies,” and to say that I fully reciprccate his des:re for
its publication in pamphlet form. Many requests haveo
reached me together with assurances that such is the
intrinsic character of the article in question that its issue
in a cheap form would be o real contribution to the caunss
of temparance reform and at the same time a safe financial
enterprise. As to the practical value of the said article,
the good it has already instrumentally achieved leaves no
room for doubt ; but the financial success ol its publica-
tion is not neccssarily a foregone conclusion. My position
in relation to the matter is this : Tam prepared to issue tha
article referred to- in pamphlet form, provided yonr
readers favour me with orders, in the aggregate, for one
thousand copies prior to its issue. The price would be
threepence for single copies with discounts ranging from
10 to 334 per cent. for quantities. If twenly persons
interested in temperance work would order fifty copies
each the course would be clear, and the desire of cur Con-
nexional Temperance Sceretary would be, at least in p.rt,
realised.—Yours, etc. J. JauiEsox,

12, The Westlands, Sunderland.

——————————————

.
 In _Cands of Art and Holy Writ." By T. W. Fawthrop.

Charles
H. Kelly. 3s. 6d. .

This is an interesting story of travel through Athens,
Constantinople, . Palestine, and Egypt. e writer went
with an open eye and a large fund of historical and
Biblical knowledge at his command. The book is well
illustrated throughout, and written in a bright and enter-

taining manner. It provides a useful addition to the
literature of travel in the enchanting East.
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MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATIONS.

London and Home Missions District.

The spring session of the London and Home Mission
Districts Association was held at Chrisp Street, Poplar,
on April 4th to 6th. The attendance of members was
above the average, and the session and public meetings
were marked by considerable interest, and mental and
spiritual vitality and power. The association sermon was
preached on Tuesday, April 4th, by Rev. J. Ritson, on
“The Secret of Effective Preaching.” The sermon was
characterised by Mr. Ritson’s usual freshness of thought
and originality of presentation, and its apt illustration
revealed wide acquaintance with modern literature,

On the Wednesday morning an interesting and useful
discussion took place on-the sermon of the preceding
evening, after which a sympathetic but critical paper on
the “Philosophy of -Rudolf Eucken” was read by Rev.
F. W. Wilkinson. Rev. F. Pickett sgpplied an interest-
ing and suggestive critique. The discussion which fol-
lcwed was highly stimulating and instructive. In the
afternoon, at the open session, we were favoured with a
visit from our Book Steward, Rev. W. A, Hammond,
who gave us a paper on “ The Type of Preaching Adapted
to the Changed Conditions of the Age.” The paper

- revealed keen observation and wide experience on the part
of the writer. The criticism was opened in a searching
litile speech by Rev, W. Raistrick. At the public meet-
ing in the evening, in spite of the inclement weather, a
very falic compdny attended, and listened with close
attention to the thoughtful speeches of Revs. E. E. Fisher
and P. Kay, the former speaking on “ The Message of the
ApostleJohn to the Age,” and the latter on “ The Message
of the Apostle James for the Age.” On the Thursday
morning, after an interesting discussion on the speeches
of the preceding evening, an admirable paper on
“Whittier ” was read by Rev. T. B. Henward. A thought.
ful critique was furnished by Rev. W. Mincher. The
criticism which followed was interesting and appreciative.

In the evening the concluding meeting of the session
was held in our Cubitt Street Cliurch, and was addressed
by Rev. E. Sellors and Rev. A, Macdonald. ' Both
speeches were of @ high order. The October session of the
asscciation will be held at West Norwood, on the Forest
Hill Circuit.

Manchester and Liverpool.

Jetween seventy and eighty members attended the Man-
chester and Liverpool Association meetings at Royton,
Oldham, April 6th to 8th, under the presidency of Rev, J.
Swinden. On Tuesday the opening sermon was preached
by Rev. B. Moore on the “ Message of the Book of Ruth,”
his text being Ruth ii. 10. He spoke of the nobility of the
character of Boaz, and revealed the teaching of the book

his recognition of goodmess in the stranger; (3) his dis-
covery of kinship with the stranger ; (4) his own enrich-
ment through the stranger. Rev. F. W. Brett and many
other brethyen, on Thursday morning, bore witness to the
power and impressiveness of the service. An able essay
was afterwards given by Prof. Atkinson Lee, M.A., on
“The Value of Recent Psychological Research to. the
Preacher.” Rev. F. N, Shimmin offered a discerning
criticism, and the following took part:—Revs. F, Jeffs,
T. Parr, M.A., W. D, Juddon, J. J, Goldstraw, E. Bocock,
E. R. Davies and W. Upright. Rev. J. Swinden delivered
in the afternoon a splendid address on “The Ministerial
Ideal.” He asked if it was in danger of being lost. What
was the conception of the ministerial office in the minds
of the people to-day? The minister must not be regarded
as a sccretary of an organisation, he is primarily a teacher,
a preacher of the gospel of reconciliation. Mr. T, Axon,
the vice-president, spoke highly of the influence of the
association upon ministerial %ife and usefulness.. A help-
ful essay was then given by Rev. E. Mather on “David
Brainerd.” Rev, John Whittle commenced the conver-
sation, and spoke with great spiritual power on the neel
for prayer and sacrifice. Revs, F. N. Shimmin, J. W.
Fryer, S. Horton, J. Strong and others also took part.
The public meeting in the evening was undér the presi-
dency of Mr. John Etherington. The subjects of the
speeches were “Faith” Rev. J, Southall, “Hope” Rev.
R. H. Gent, “Love” Rev. C. C. Goodall. The meeting
vas full of interest and power. Rev. R. M. Rutter on
Thursday morning paid a warm tribute to all the speakers,
as also did Rev. W. Dinning, P. McPhail, Mr. Morris
Jomnes, and others. The sessions were concluded with an
able essay by Rev. J. H. Johnson on “ Mrs. Gaskell and
Her Work.” Rev. W. E. Lead opened 'a most interesting
discussion, which was taken up by Revs. S. Horton, W,
Upright, F. N. Shimmin, and H. L, Herod. For next ses-
sion, to be held in September, Rev. E. Bocock was elected
president and Mr. J. Brown, of Bolton, vice-president.

‘Tunstall, West Midland, and Shrewsbury.

The spring sessions were held on April 5th and 6th at
the Selly Oak New Church, Birmingliam, under the pre-
sidency of Rev. Enoch Shepherd, Mr. H. Danoce beirg in
the vice-chair. The autumnal meetings will be held at
the Welch Row Church, Nantwich. Resolutions of deepest
sympathy wera sent to Rev. T. Richards and Messrs. B.
Hughes, D. Lingard, and Councillor G. Scoft. At the
afternoon session we had a carefully-prepared paper by
Rev. J. P. Langham on “ Idealism versus Pragmatism.”
An interesting discussion followed, ‘initiated by Rev.
James Griffin. In the evening the association sermon
was preached to an appreciative congregation by Rev.
W. B. Cheshire, who discoursed from 1 Psalm ii. 3. The
sacramental service followed, presided over by Rev. E.
Shepherd, who, along with Revs. J. Dudley, A. A.

by showing : (1) The kindness of Boaz to the stranger; (2)

Birchenough, and M. H. Dance, distributed the elemen’s.
Both services were attended with much of the divine
presence. On Thursday morning Rev. Wm. Dawson read
an exhaustive paper on “ Modern Theories of Sin,” discus.
sion thereon beingntreduced by Rev. M. P. Pearce. A
thoughtful paper was given by Rev. J. W. Jacob on “The
Present Aspect.of the Labour Problem.” In the afterncon
Rev. J, Maland gave an illuminating paper on ‘ The
Ideal Society According to H. G. Wells,” criticism being
introduced by Rev. R. J. Kirkland. After tza, kindly
provided by the trustees, a largely-attended public meet-
ing was held under the genial presidency of Rev. T. H.
Barlow, and powerful addresses were given by Rev. Georga
Cock on “The Mission of Christ” and by Rev. G. T. D.
Pidsley on “The Benefits of World-wide Methodism.” A
resolution on national arbitration, prepared by Rev. A. A.
Birchenough, was unanimously adopted. The president of
the association ackn®wledged the kindness of hosts and
hostesses, and also the valuable assistance rendered by the
choir. On Friday morning, by the great kindness of
Messrs, Cadbury, the associates, along with their friends,
numbering over sixty, were conducted through the famous
Bournville Cocoa Works and Model Villa.ge,‘ refresh-
ments being provided in the pavilion. The sessions have
been most successful.

————————————————

““The Servant of (iod and Cther Sermons.”” By W. B. Selble,
M.A. Hodder and Stoughton. 6s.

The Principal of Mansfield College has given to us a
particularly helpful book. The *Servant passages”
afford pregnant themes, and from these we obtain glimpses
of the wealth of the author’s expository powers. But from
these passages Mr. Selbie proceeds to other Scriptures,
relate(Fin spirit to those of the earlier sermons, and carries
forward throughout the whole volume a piece of construc-.
tive work on sin and redemption that makes the book
most timely. The author has chosen a series of great
texts, and the discourses, reminding us more of Dr. Dale
than any other recent volume of sermons, are all worthy
of the great themes discussed. Progressive orthodoxy is
everywhere in evidence, interpretations of the distinctive
evangelical doctrines in modern phraseology. The devout
study of this book would revitalise many a preacher’s
mind and reinforce the heart with a strength that would
make his ministry more enriching. The author has chosen
a vital theme—he has taken us in his discourses to the
marrow of the gospel, for which all evangelical preachers
will be grateful. . BE. T.

“ dod in Human Experience.” By Rev. W. @. Davis. A. H.
S ockwell. 23. net.

Here are nine sermons on Great Subjects. Three of
them are on “ Judas,” the disciple who betrayed his Lord,
and they really help to an understanding of the man and
his base deed. A sermon on “ Saints in Society ” is very
suggestive. The book suffers somewhat through what are
doubtless printers’ errors and Tmperfect punctuation.

Church_News.

Aberavon. .

The half-yearly effort for the trust fund
was made on April 2nd and the Thursday
following. On Sunday Rev. ‘W. Holland
preached, and a service of song was Ten-
dered by the choir in the afternoon. Thurs-

day a “ gold and silver tree” was tried for,

the first time here, and proved very suc-
cessful. The total amount of the effort,
including a cheque for £26 received by
the minister, was £44, one of the best
efforts made since the chapel was built.

Barnsley Szcond. - )
Special services were held at Worshoro’

Dale on Easter Sunday. Rev. W. Atkin-

son preached in the morning and evening.

. In the afternoon Mr. Joseph Nock, son

of Mr. Samuel Nock, the choir-master,
gave an organ recital, consisting of selec-
tions from the works of Baelmann, Du-
bois, Bach, Beethoven, etc., interpreting
the picces with fine artistic skill.

' Birmingham Second.

Through the interest of Mr. and Mrs.
Bampton and Sons, efforts have been made
at Nechells towards furnishing the new
schoolroom, and £8 10s. has been raised,

- which will purchase sixty-five chairs.
. Garrison Lane, mainly through the de-
- voted labour of the society steward, Mr.
- J. H. Howard, a special effort has recently
_been made for the Trust Fund, which
Tealised over £8. A social was held on the
12th inst.; when a statement was made
that £22 had bzen raised during the winter
for repairing the chapel and towards pay-

-ing for a new musical instrument.

'Br:ntford.

A Men’s Effort was arranged and held
on March 28th. The gentlemen gave and
provided a meat tea, which was enjoyed by
a large number. This was followed by a
imusical evening. Net proceeds £5 for
Trust Funds. .

PBristol Fourth. )

At Clowes Church, on April 5th, a me8t-
ing was held for the purpose of saying
‘farewell to Mr. J. E. E\Pol;te, who leaves
Yo.take up mission-teaching wark in South
Africa, There was a large number of

T Gateshead.

friends present, the different departments
of the church being represeniel by
speakers who testified to the love and
esteem in which our brother was held, and
wished thim god-speed 'in this new work.
Presentations were made by Messrs. F.
Howard, J. Reed, and J. Sage, on behalf
of the junior men’s Bible-class, the Chris-
tian Endeavour Society, the church, and
choir respectively. Rev. C. Higgins, minis-
ter, spoke on behalf of the circuit. Mr.
Pope suitably rtesponded. Our brother
will be greatly missed. As organist, Bible-
class leader, great Endeavour worker, etc.,
he was indefatigable.

Chester-le-Street.

The annual sale of work was held on
Wednesday in connection with Durham
Road Church, when over £50 was raised.
Mr. John Wilkinson, ‘in the absence of
Councillor T. Storey, presided, and both
gentlemen gave -donations. Mrs. -William
Clark, of Carlisle, in a neat speech,
opened the sale, and contribnted £2 2s.
Nearly every article was sold, and, as it
is not twelve months since £150 was raiseqd
at a similar effort, the workers, who are
bravely whouldering a heavy financial
burden, have been much encouraged.

Gateshead First.

Qur Sunderland Road Church Christian
Endeavour Society held their anniversary
on April 9th and 10th. The preacheron the
Sunday was Rev. John Gillender, of St.
Helens, Lancs. On the Monday a reunion
tea was held, when many former En-
deavourers joined with us at tea, also at
the social hour which followed. The
evening public meefing was addressed by
Rev. John Gillender on “Ploughing the
Sands,” and also by Mrs. Robson, of
The chair was occupied by
Wm. Carr, Esq., J.P., the founder and first
president of the society, which is the
pioneer society in Gateshead.

Eighton Banks celebrated their chapel |

anniversary on April 14th. A public tea
was held in the afternoon. Provisions
were given by the friends, and the tea was
presided over by the young men. .In the
evening a grand concert was given hy the
Junior ~ Endeavourers, consisting  ‘of
choruses, action songs, etc. Conductor,
Miss - I~ Gray ; accompamist. "Miss™ R.
Gray; chairman, Mr. Jas. Elder. On

Easter Sunday sermons were preached by
Rev. Geo. Fawcett. Proceeds in advance
of previous years. '

Gateshead Secornd.

Whitehall Road Christian Endeavour
anniversary rally was held on April 8th.
Chairman, Mr. J. Davison. Speakers, Rev.
J. Gilmour, B.D., and Rev. F J. Walkey.
On April Sth sermons were preached
by Mr. A. Carroll and George Taylor
(Felling). In the afterffoon our Junior
Endeavourers gave a musical service, under
the presidency of Mr. J. Cox. On April
10th we ‘were favoured with a- lecture
entitled “ Some Half-forgotten Aspects of
Wesley’s Life and Work,”” by Rev. J.
Lamont, under the presidency of Mr.
Ernest Forster. A coffee supper followed.

Great Yarmouth First,

Mrs. Askew, of Londom, has recently
conducted a fourteen days’ mission at Cob-
holm Mission, and seasons of Divine bless-
ing have been experienced. Fifty cases of
conversion have taken place,

Huddersfield,

The annual sale of work was held at
Northumberland Strcet on Wednesday,
April 5th. Mr. J. Sykes was the chair-
man, and Mr. Tom Fletcher, J.P., of Sils-
den, performed the opening ceremony, Mr.

was intended to have a bazaar for the pur-
pose of trying to clear £500 off the debt
ofi the trust property. The afternoon tea
was kindly provided by Mrs. Broadbent,
of Edgerton Grove. Many young people
were actively engaged to make the effort a
success. The total amount realised was
€125 17s., which was in advance of pre-
vious years. The Doxology was most
heartily sung.
Ilkeston. .
At Langley, on Good Friday, a public
tea was provided, followed by a concert
given by the Bath Street P.S.A. Band.
Mr. S, Tinkler presided. On Sunday ser-
mons were preached by Rev. J. H. Hem-
shall, .

Kettering.
Bath Road School-anniversary has just

| known in this church. Rev. F. W, Brett

J. Weatherburn stated that mext year it

been held, and is the most successful ever-

preached morning and evening to larga
congregations, and in the afternoon a
musical service was condugted by the choir
and elder scholars. On Monday evening
there was & public meeting, addressed by
Rev. W, R. Harvey and the pastor. The
children sang special hymns, and the pro-
ceeds were far in advance of previous
years.

Kirbymoorside.

The seventieth anniversary of Kirby-
moorside Sunday-school has been a great
success. On Good Friday the choir, con-
ducted by Mr. J. W. Lumley, rendered the
cantata entitled “ Eastertide.” The recita-
tive portions were taken by the young
people. On Easter Sunday the services
wers conducted by Rev. R. W. Nelson.
Large congregations were present.

Leith.

The Sunday-school services at St. Clair
Street, held on April 8th,.9th, and 10th,
have been an unqualified success. Rev.
James Moon, from the Upper. Congo,
delighted the audience with a curio lecture.
Mr.” F. A. Gough presided. Rov.
Glover also took part in the meeting. On
Sunday the children sang well, under the
direction of Mr, Jas, Hunter. Rew. W.
Glover preached at 11 o’clock, Rev. M.
Featherstone at 2.30, and Rev, F. W.
Pascoe in the evening.  The public meet-
ing was presided over by FEx-Bailie
Stewart, J.P. Rev. John Anderson and
Ex-Bailie Hislop gave addresses. Mrs.
Ewen presented the prizes and Rev. M.
Featherstone gave the report.

Lincolh First.

Rev. 8. S. Henshaw visited Tortland
Place Memorial Church, Lincoln, recently.
He had large congregations. His visib
was particularly enjoyed, especially as he
was a minister on the circuit some years ,
ago. On the Monday he gave lits lecture
on “My Trip to Palestine”” Mr. S.
Horton took the chair. On the next day
e visited Metheringham, where he had a
fine congregation in the afterpoon and a
magnificent audience in the evening at the
public meeting, at which he was the
principal speaker. Revs, J. Hall and E.
Trounson also addressed the meeting. The
gatherings throughout ~were most ens
thusiastie,
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Luton First, -

The President of the Conference (Rev.
8. S. Henshaw) conducted the school anni-
versary services at High Town Chapel on
Sunday. Both morning and evening there
were crowded congregations, The service
held in the afternoon was presided over by

. Councillor F. 0. W, Janes, and an ad-
dress delivered by Rev. A. J. Wigley, The
singing throughtut the day was of an ex-
cellent character, and the choir-master

. (Mr, Frank Day) was the recipient of many
congratulations upon the state of perfec-
tion to which he had trained the members
of the choir and Sunday-school. Mr.
Arthur Day was the organist, assisted by
Mr. 8. Bone, At the annual tea, on Mon-
day, 170 members sat down, and at the
following meeting, theld in the chapel,
there was a fairly large attendance, over
which Alderman E. ©akley presided, sup-
ported by Mr. E. Pedder (vice-chairman,
and a senior scholar of the school), Mr.
J. H. Hawkes, the President, and Revs.
T. J. Gladwin and H, W, Hart, " During
the evening the annual report was read
by Mr. F. C. Lines (secretary), and was
of a very satisfactory character. The total
wmumber of the staff and scholars was 902,
being an increase of 34 upon last year’s
figures, and, of the 902, 828 were scholars,
and the remainder accounted for the staff.
The various departments had accom-
plished good work during the year. The
Band of Hope reported an increase of 31,
having a total roll of 331. The Junior C.E.
had a membership of 55. A few of the
scholars were trained and entered for the
Scripture examination of the Sunday-
school Unicn, thirteerr of whom gained
certificates, six with honours, and one a
secend prize for this district. During the
evening addresses were given by the Presi-

dent, Revs, T. J. Gladwin, H. W. Hart,.

the Chairman, and Mr. E. Pedder.

New Brancepeth, Durham, .

On  Good Friday Handel's oratorio
“ Samson” was rendered in the Work-
men’s Hall, Ushaw Moor. The soloists
and choir did remarkably well.

Peterborough First,

At Glinton on Good Friday we were
visited by the New Road P.M. C.E. Choral
Society from Peterborough. After a public
tea in the afterncon, the Choral Society,
consisting of about thirty voices, rendered
the gantata extitled “The Land Beyond,”
in the evening, under the conductorship of
Mr. W, H. Clarke, with Mr. G, W. Stimp-
son as.organist. The chair was occupied

, by Mr. C. Green, of Peterborough. The

. chapel was full, numbers having to stand.
Proceeds, which were for Trust Funds,
were in advance of last year.

Petersfield.
Our brave little band' of workers in this
small town are successfully dealing with

Free to the
Ru_ptured.

Cured of Rupture at the age of B5.
Severest Cases hacwe ge n Permanently
ured.

There are people who have been torturing themselves
for. years with trusses, when a method has been parfectad
which has effected hundreds of permanent cures wittiout
chusing pain, loss of tlme from work, without dinger
and without operatlon.

1 82 no time in obtalning full inforwation about thls
method. -
Mr. Edward Vale, 22,

George “trest, Weston.super-
Mare, Sol

=
standing by this method.

Mr. Vale Is thoroughly well
known in his trade (Show
Case Maker) throughout
England and on the Con-
tinent, therefore the follow-
ing letter from him must
convincy ths most scaptical
that the Rlce Method is
one of exceptional merit.
Mr. Vale says:—* al
thoroughly cured of a rup-
ture of " ower 20 years'
:undlng, ‘which was & con.

inual sjurce of pain and a
. Mr E. Vain nuissnce to an otherwlse
st-ong and ac‘iye business man who is continually
travelliog in England and the Continent. It was at
times 80 tronblesome that I had to leave the 'works two

ur three times & day and He down, Bome of the mo t,
eutoent 8 told me I must have an operation, hut
then they could not guarantee s cure. I paid a viait to
an old Irién |, 8 naval captain, in Cornwall, who eald he
had beeu cured by the Rice Method alter 80 years'
SMlering, anl cn his advice.l obtained this method,
with the result that I now feel’llke fhe proverbal
younmg eagie instead of a man of 54"

- Hls is & perinanent cure—the kind of cures the Rice
Method effects, Complete detsils and a sample of
1his valusble methud of cure wili be sent free, reaied
and post paid upon recéipt of the coupon. Write at

once—to-day.
COUPON (B 1475).

Cut ont and post to WM. 8. RICE, R.S., Ltd,,
8 & 9, Stonecutter Strest, London, E.C.

Time Ruptured?.,.........oeeeveens
Right, left, or both sides, or navel?,
Name ...

Addres

If yon are ruptared you should |-

the debt on our church, which, in ten
years, they have reduced from £1,300 to
£440. - A speciel effort was again made on
April  6th, when a large company
assembled for tea, provided by a few

dies. A public meeting followed, and
addresses were given by Revs. J. W. Fish,

-J. Sadler Reece, and' T. Lees Hutson, Mr.

W. Brake, circuit steward, presided. A
pumber of promises made a year ago were
paid in at this meeting, making a total of
£61 6s 3d. Mr. D. Noble, who has
promised £250 if the debt is cleared in
October next, and has already doubled last
year’s efforts, will again kindly give an
equal amount as that raised this year.
The trustees will thus be enabled to once
more substantially reduce the debt.

Preston First.

A sale of work was held at Hoole
(Walmer Bridge) on April 14th, with a
view of lessening the debt upon the chapel
and school premises, which now stands at
£392.  Mrs. Grierson, of Walton Hall,
opened the sale, and wa® supported by
Mr. C. E. Grierson, J.P., Rev. J. E. and
Mirs. Leuty. Tea was provided, and in the
evening a concert was given, under the
direction of Mr. Bretherton (organist) and
Mr. Shaw (choirmaster). Rev. J. E. Leuty
presided at the opening ccremony. Mr.
Grierson, by whom some of our people are
employed, also spoke a few encouraging
words, and wished the friends God-speed.
Miss Hay acted as secretary. The pro-
ceeds for the day were £60 net.

Rookhope,

On Good Friday a sale of work in aid of
thie chapel renovation scheme was opened
in the Council School by Rev, J. Ramsay.
In the evening an entertainment was pro-
vided by the friends from Stanhope. Pro-
ceeds £30. On Easter Sunday the preacher
was Councillor W. Carr (Gateshead). The
recently formed choir, under the conduc-
torship of Mr. J. Cree, also rendered a
musical service,

Seaham Harbour,

A tare treat was provided at Tempest
Place on Monday night, when Miss Hetha
Richards paid her first visit. The audi-
ence were kept spellbound throughout the
recital. Miss Richards was assisted by
Mr. J. Kell4 (bass), who sang several solos,
while an organ selection was played by
Mr. J. D. Harrison. Mr. C. Farrar pre-
stded, supported by Rev, Emerson Phillip-
son.

Sheffield Third.

For some time past it was felt that the
present Sunday-school (built in 1868) in
connection with the Burn. Cross Church
has been altogether inadequate to meet the
requirements of the district, and it has
now been decided to erect new premises,
costing from £1,600 to £1,200, on modern
lines, which will fully meet all demands.
Strenuous efforts are being put forth to
raise the necessary meney to enable Build-
ing operations to commence next spring.
On Good Friday the young ladies of Miss
Senicr's class provided a tea and gave a
concert, which reflected great credit on
both themselves and Miss Senior. Mrs.
Ernest Bellamy (a former teacher) pre-
sided. The effort realised £6 11s. 6d.

Shetfield Ninth,

At Abbeydale Church on Sunday and
Monday an unusually successful anniver-
sary was celebrated. Mr. Moses Bourne
was the special preacher. The large con-
gregations were greatly edified by “his
thoughtful and eloquent deliverances.” In
connection with the
day. Mr. W. Neal and Mrs. Neal gave the
tea in commemoration of the sixtieth anni-
versary of Mr. Neal's birthday. There
was a great gathéring of friends from all
the Sheffield circuits. At the public meet-
ing, which was preceded by an organ
recital, given by Mr. Strickland, there was
a good attendance. Mr. J. Hadfield pre-
sided in his strikingly genial manner. e
report was presented by Mr, J. Sivil, and
showed a very successful year’s work.- Rev,
T; Campey -and Rev. *G. H. McNeal
delivered interesting addresses. Revs. E.
Mather, J. R. Tranmer, J. Keightley, and
Mr. E. W. Smith took part. Mr. and Mrs.
Neal were eongratulated and ‘heartily
thanked for their generosity. Mr. Neal
suitably responded. The tea realised over
£11, 'and the anniversary about £24. A
great surprise came at the end of the pro-
gramme, when the treasurer (Mr. Sivil)
announced that in gratitude for the re-
covery of her health after a serious illness
and a severe operation Mrs. Emest Adams
had presented a' gift of £50 to the Trust
Fund. The meeting showed its great satis-
faction at the recovery of the- donor's
health and its hearty appreciation of the
gift.

Jnoceedings on Mon- |

.church. The earnest evangelical

Stanley,

A successful mission has been conducted
at Kyo Laws Mission Church by Mrs.
Jordan and Miss Davison, of Gateshead.
For three weeks the services went on with
increasing interest and success. Several
of the leading membears of the local work-
men’s club were converted, and a substan-
tial addition of earnest and intérvested
members has been made to the little
preach-
ing of Mrs. Jordan and the captivating
Gospel songs of Miss Davison, seconded by
the prayers and devofed work of the mem-
bers and other helpers, has been richly
owned of God.

Stroud, Glos.

Tarliament Street Church anniversary
services were held on Easter Sunday, when
sermons were preached morning and even-
ing by Rev. Ralph Street, of Gloucester.
In the afternoon the service of song entitled
“Little Abe” was rendered. The connec-
tive realings were given by Mr. W. Thomp-
son. Rev. R. Street presided. Violin
solos were well rendered by Mr. Cyril
Hicks, and at the evening service the choir
rendered two anthems. Mrs, W. Thomp-
son presided at the organ.

Walbottle. |

Miss Nellie Coulthard, of Boltor, has
just concluded a twenty-one days’ mission.
The mission has been very successful: We
are glad torecordseventy-eightconversions.

CONSUMPTION or DEGLINE

A Mother's Anxiety.

PARENTS who have dellcate chlidren suffering
with weak lungs, or threatened with Consumptlon,
will be Interested in the followlng testimony of
Mrs. CLARK, of 48, Ilarrowby Street, Prince’s Avenue,
Liverpool. Her little daughter had been delicate
from infancy, requiring more than ordlnary cate.
At the age of 12 she suffered from cold after cold,
affecting the chest and throat. Her mother
says:—'1 was afrald of her going into

111 " Ordinary d having failed to
effect any improvoment In the chl d’s health, her
mother declded upon glving her a course of

CONGREVE'’S
ELIXIR.

As ghe persevered with It, lealth and strength
gradunlly came to the weakly child, and, to use
Mrs. CLARK'S own words, .

“ REMOVED ALL ANXIETIES.”
On the 17th Msrch, 1911, the mother reports to

Coombe Lodge :—*“ I am glaito 83y that my daughtér
now onjoys good health.”

ASTHMA, ] Have been for
COUGHS & VBEC YEARS
ured by

BRONCHITIS | Congreve’s Elixir.

Of all Chemlsts, price 1/1%, 2/9, 4/6 aud 11/-. Mr.
Congreve's wellknown work on -Consumption
sent free on application to No. 28, COOMBE LoDaE,
PECKHAM, LoxDoN, 8.E, R

£7 17s. 6d. SWISS TOURS.

16 DAYS. NO EXTEAB,
Extensions LUCERNE, LUGANO.GRINDEL-

‘WALD, CHAMONIX, ZERMA1T. SPECIAL |

SWITZERLAND by DAY JOURNEYS
without NIGHT TRAVELLING.

Particulars, Secretary, 3 & 4, Memorial Hall,
Farringdon Street, E.C. .

West Bromich First.
At Greets Green the bazaar yielded the

handsome sum of £130. On the first day

Mr, E. Howes presided and the Mayor of
the borough opened the sale. On_ the
second day Mr. W, Poulton acted as chair-
man and Mrs, Poulton declared the bazaar
open. -

Wooldale.

Rev. J. A. Alderson paid his fifth annual
visit on Sunday last to above church,
preaching afternoon aud evening to
crowded audiences, Miss Wood rendered
solos.  On the Saturday evening Mr.
Alderson lectured on “The Bible: Is It

-Reliable?” Mr, C, Baker presided.

Women’s Missionary
Federation.

Halifax.

An interested party of ladies met ot
April 12th in Ebenczer Church, Halifax,
at the invitation of Miss Perrett and under
the presidency of Rev. W. Dickenson.
After the subject, “ The Claims and Work
of the L.M.A.,” had been introduced by
Miss Perrett, and spoken to by Alderman
J. Brearley, the auxiliary was expedi-
ticusly formed, with Mrs. Newnes as.
president, the other mpinisters’ wives and
a few more ladies as vice-presidents, Mrs.
Yearsley as secretary, Mrs. W. Shackleton
as assistant-secretary, and Mrs. Metcalfe
as treasurer. Twenty-two members wers
enrolled., After the business had been
despatched, tea was partaken of, kindly
provided by Mrs. J. Whittaker and served
by her three daughters.

T\IISS BOTT is open for Week-end and
n Sunday Services, or would take Situation as
H.L.P. the summier months ; local preacher of Hinck-
lev Ci t; good reciter.—31, Chapel Street, Barwell,
Hinckley.

'\VANTED. Situation by Young Man as
‘Warehouseman or Timokeeper, &c.; L.P., well
reccmm>nded.—T. R., care of Rev. H. Fox, 0, Highfield,
Scarboro’. B

EW HUMOROUS RECITATIONS.

—*How Father Dodged the Census,” also “When

Grumbling Tongues will Cease " ; both sent post free, 3d.—
AUTHOR, 102, Upton Laue, Forest Gate, London.

‘SUPERANNUATED Minister wanted ta
resids at- Droitwich, in the Worcester Circuit.—
Apply to the Rev. FREER Bell, Park House, Fort Royal,

Worcester.
£2 50 WANTED, in one or more sums,
at 4 per cenut. on Connexionil property.—
jv\vpply to Rev. FREER BELL, Park House, Fort Royal,
ureester.

PEACH'S
NEW CURTAINS.
Jacquard Curtains. 8/8 pr.; Monte
Roea, Swiss Dusign, 7/0 Lr. ; Hemstitoh
Muslin Curta'ns, 5/- [r,; Laitice Net,
13 {n].: Casement Curtalne, Hem-
titched, 2/0 pr. PRIOE LIST of Lace
gy Curtaina, Muslins, Bi'nds, Casement
[ Fobrioe. Liners. Laces, &=.. Post FAEE,

S. PEACH & SONS (bept.
The Looms, NOTTINGHAM,

BAZAAR PARGELS.

Cheap £1, 82 and £3 lots
offered until end of May.

CORONATION MUGS & BEAKERS

FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN.

BAP TI SM A L F ON TS a speciality.

TUNSTALL POTTERY C0,, Tunstall, Staffs.

Fﬂ..—.*..’."*‘.*.*.
° Telephone Nos.—Shellield 1932, .
Newcastle 46.

HEATING.

Success Guaranteed.
WM. TRUSWELL & SON, Durham Foundry, SHEFFIELD,
and Caloric Works, NEWCASTLE, Statfordshire.
Ut ¢ M ¢ WS ¢ NAESTN ¢ MEFTN ¢ MU ¢ MuSEN ¢ N ¢

Every .
System of
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GAY GARDENS!

GAY GARDENS
FOR EVERYONE !

20,000 TESTIMONIALS.

HARRY BARKEK'S

GREATEST FLORAL BAZAAR

IN THE WORLD.

I'SELL TO PLEASE YOU, AND TO GET
YOU TO COME TO ME AGAIN.

Post Orders 4d. extra on évery four lots.

GIVING-AWAY .OFFERS.

SEH NEW CATALOGUE.

BARKER’S TREES AND SHRUBS.

2 Fine Laburnums... 6}d| 2 Fine Firs . ﬁ
1 Extrs large do... 64d.| 1 Extra Lurge Fir 6}d.
1 American llnple 64d.| 1 Trec of Heaven.., 6id.
1 Fine Mountain 1 Australinn Pinc... 6id.
Ash . 6id.| 1 Large Nigra Fir 6id.
1 Acuba Jupomoa 1 Large Baleam Fir 6id.
variegated 1d. | 2 Lnrge Berberis
Do. Green . .. 64d Mahonia ... 6id.
1 Luvely Strobus 2 Beautiful Lnurc]s 63d.
2’in. 6id. | 2 Fine Laurels .. Gid.
2 \\'hlte Lilace Gid.| 1 Extra Fine do. ... 6id.
2 Purple do, 6id.| 1 anely Guelder
ine  Portugal ..
Laure 63d. ovely Golden
2 Fine Vero! anet .
Travesii ... G3d.| 2 Lovely Arborv
1 Fine Juniper 6id.| 1 Prunus Triloba

1 Fme Rlododen 2 Fine Dentzia
w. .. 6|1 Fine Cupressus ...
2 "nrieg&tcd EMecrs 6
Get my quotation for any others.
- BARKER’'S SWEET ROCKET.—Most
Stock-scented plants, 12 for 6}d.
BARKER'S WONDERFUL DELPHINIUMS.—
Stately border plants, having few compeers; 6 of
either light or dp rk bluc shndes, 61d.
BARKER'S BEAUTIFUL CAMPANULAS or
Bell Flowers.—6 fine plants in charming varieties,
6jd.; usually eold at 6d. each. Will grow in any

garden,
HERE'S A TESTIMONIAL!

J. W. Gneey, Esq, Pemberton, writes :—* Please
send me a8 follows. hfpe they will give the same
sntisfaction a6 the Hollyhocks you sent me have
given for the past two years. They have been
praised by all the district, and have taken Firet
Prize for two years at the \Winstanley Floral Show,

lovely

and }mve given a fine display of blossom all
summer.”
BARKER'S FINEST AQUILEGIAS (Colum-

bincs), lovely hybrids, 9 for 6}d. Giant Forget-me-
Nots, enormous trusscs, 20 for 6id.

BARKER'S WONDERFUL GIANT HERBA-
CEOUS PHLOX, in finest art shades.—Some
trusses lnst sensun_were truly wonderful. 3 grand
Toots, .; 12 for 1s. 11d
BARK!R S GAILLARDIA HYBRIDA QGRANDI-
FLORA,—Absolutely one of the most showy hardy
garden plants; 6 for 64d. Also another, the beauti-
ful sweet.soented Evening Primrose, 12 for 6:

BARKER’S BRILLIANT MONTBRETIAS.—
In bloom from Junc to Octoher, invaluahle for cut-
ting; 12 for 6id.

BARKER'S TRITOMAS (or R«‘] Hot Pokers).—
Brilliant orange scarlet, 2 for

BARKER'S CHAMPION H!RBs.fFour of
cither the following for mon Thyme, Black
Thyme, Fenael, Sweet Marjoram, Saze, Hyssop, Rue,
AMint. Angelica, Horehound, Lavender.

BARKER'S NEW HYBRID GIANT FOX-
GLOVES, lovely art shades, 13 for G{d. Also beau-
tiful Centaureas (Perennial Cornfiowers), 6 beautics,

}(I Frigeron (Lilac Daisies), 4 for 6:

RKER'S GOLDEN AND SILVER IVIES
FOR WALLS, 6id. each. Also Hardy Passion
Flowers, 6id. Also Japanese Golden Honeys\lek]e
61d. cach. All fine value.

HARRY BARKER,

“ | Crecper, 3 fine plants, 6}d.

BARKER'S WONDERFUL GIANT GLA"IOLI.
—Most _brilliant - of . garden flowers. 12 Barker’s
wonderful Hyhride, in great voriety, 1s. Also
dazzling Becarlet variety, 12 for ls.

BARKER'S WONDERFUL VEGETABLE
PLANTS,—100 Cabhage, 64d.; 100 Lettuce, 6id.; 100

Giant Onions, Gid.; 60 Leek, 61d.; 20 Parsley, 6id.;
best Ithubarh, 61d. each.

BARKER'S WONDERFUL COLLECTION
TALL-GROWING ORNAMENTAL TREES, for
quickly meking blind; Maples, Alianthus, Lnbur
nums, &c. Now 6 extra fize speclmena for 2s.
only. Worth ls. each.

BARKER'S LOVELY ASPARAGUS FERNS.—
3 splendid varictics, .; usual price le. each.

BARKER'S LOVELY AMPELOPSIS
VEITCHII, the Belf-clinging Virginian Creeper.—
Finc plants, 8d. each. Also the Jnrr'e leaf Virginis

BARKER'S WONDERFUL HMARDY GIANT
WHITE MARQGUERITES.Producing huge white
Daisies from Junc_to end of October; G rand clumps,
GN Also fine Yellow variety, 6 for

Mrs. Stave, Barry, writes ()Iuroh 8 1911 . —1
should like to add how delighted I was with your
E]'\nts last year. The Daisies were magnificent, so

uge and pcrfect in shape, and they bloomed x'lght
on to November.’

Miss M. E. Warre, Horley, writes (March 8, 1911)

—“The plants I had last year did cxccllently

BARKER'S WONDERFUL CLIMBI NG
CLUSTER ROSES.—Thcse produce huge elllstt‘rs
of lovely blcesoms. Very fast growers. In Crimson,
&hell Pink, Deep Pink, Blush, Crenm, White, Ye]law
Fine trecs, 81d. eac

Miss axpre, Ruan Minor, writes (March 10, 1911) :

- Thnnks very much for very nice plants received
to-day.”

BARKER'S DAINTY ICELAND POPPIES.—So
invaluable for table decoraticns, 10 for 6id. Also
huge Scarlet Oriental Poppies, very bn)lmnt 8 for
6

}glm QorpsmMITE. Coombe Dingle, \vntos (March 9,
1911) :—“1 am wery pleased with the plants eafely
received.”

BARKER'S WONDERFUL SWEET WIL-
LIAMS.—Huge trusses in grand art shades; will
grow anywhere. 12 either new, White, Dark Crimson,
or many colours mixed, 6id.

Miss SHATMAN, Ross, writes (March 6, 1911) " Re-
ccived plants eafely, for which mnny thanks.”

BARKER'S WONDERFUL PLANTS.—Suitable
for rockerics of cd'vmg horders or beds. 8 douhle
\hite Arabis, 64d.; B single White Arabis, 64d.; 8
Purple Aubretia, 61d.; 12 brilliant Yellow Alyesum,
3d.; 12 Alpine Pinks, sad 6 ﬁne Auriculas, -6k. ;
G Cl.tus (Rock_Roses), ; 10 Pink Thrift, GN :
§ Ciovas (Hook Rossay, 611§ Golden Sedum Bl 6
Tioletta, 64d.; 8 Cerastium (Snow in Summer), Bgd
6 variegated Dactyhs t4d.

BARKER'S WONDERFUL POT. FERNS.—I
have a graad lot of big showy plants in lovely
varicties, 3 for 63d.

J. JacksoN, Esq., Portland, writes (Mareh 4, 1911) ¢

—'*T received the plants in fine condition to-day.”

F R.H.S,,

BARKER'S WONDERFUL GIANT CANTER-
BURY BELLS, beautiful art shades.—Enormous
trusécs of enormous bells. 12 either Pink, Blue,
W hm, or Mixed, 63d.

J. Caney, Esq,, sherbome, writes (Maroh 6, 1911) :

—“I am very plenscd with plnnts They were not
in the lenst damaged in transit.”

BARKER'S LOVELY SWEET SCENTED
HARDY GARDEN PINKS.—Everybody loves
these. 8 fine plants in Bne varieties, 6id. Also
the charming Margarita Carnation, endless varicty
in_charming shndcs 12 for 63d.

Dr. HANDLE writes (Maruh 6, 1911)—"* Thanks for
all plants received safely.”

BARKER'S WONDERFUL HARDY PEREN-
NIAL LUPINS.—A real giant variety, producing
huge spikes of fect flowers. 10 grand plants,
cither White, Blue or Mixed varietics,

3. PaiNg, Esq., Holywell, wnh:s (MarchB 1011)—
Plants highly satisfactory.

BARKER’'S CHAMP ION ‘GIANT FLOWERING
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS. 20,000 SoLp Last
HrasoN. MONE TO OFFER TIHIS SEASON.

These are real champions. Many of the individual
blossoms are as big ss & plate. In all shedes of
colour. 3 fine roots, 6}d.; 12 for 2s.; 50 for 7s. 6d.;
100 for 14s. Gd.

BARKER'S GIANT FUCHSIAS.

T have a grand lot of recal Champions, and offer 8

fine piants for 64d. I defy the world to offer better

value.
BARKER'S GROWN NEW SENSATIONAL
CLIMBING ROSE HMIAWATH

Flowers abundantly in hunches, 30 or 40 Bowers
together. Colour deep crimson. FKine trees. 10d.
each; r 23. 3d.
BARKER’S QGRAND TRAINED FRUIT TREES

FOR WALLS.

Very fine specimens for fruiting this year.
Pmchcs Apricots, Pears,-Plums, Apples, and Cher-
ries. All 3s, each. Very hest varietics.
BARKER'S LOVELY “FLAME"” FLOWERS.

Brillinnt hnrdy dazzling scarlet climber. Now,
two very finest tubers, §3d.

BARKER'S WONDERFUL GIANT SWEET

Every garden should have n. row of these charmlng
favourites. Now is ths time to sow the sced.
Lnrge packets, containing hundreds of varieties,
1s.; smailer packets, 63d.

BARKER'S LOGAN BERRIES.

Now I have a finc lot of thls delicious new Fruit,

and offer fine plants 1s. eac
BARKER'S GIANT FLOWEHING vy
GERANIUMS.

Many of the hlossoms are aa large as a five-shilling
picce. In lovely shades of colour. 3 fime plants,
61d.: 12 for 2a,

BARKER'S LOVELY HARDY TlGER LILIES,

These fine rod spotted Lilies sill grow in any
gurdnn and I offer'8 finn roots 6id.

BARKER'S FINEST TOMATO PLANTS.

All the best varictics, 6 for 6}d.

Mns M. P. GargeReR, Farnham, writes (March 3,

1): “I am mueh pleased with the plunts sent.”
BAHKER‘S REAL OLD CRIMSON OLOV!
CARNATIONS.

The true old varicty. very scarce. 2 grand plnnn
6jd. Also o grand White variety of abovo Gid.
cuch.

Dept. 30, Whittiesford Nurseries,

“fail me to describo these;

BARKER'S GAUZE FLOWER.

More uselul for bouquets than Mnideshair, and
quite hardy; 6 grand plants, 8id.

Don't lorget that my OHAMPION NAMED
CHRYSANTHEMUMS aro now ready; U grand
plants, in finest named varieties, 63d.

BARKER'S FANCY FOLIAGE GERANIUMS.

Now @ fine plants, in voriety, 6id. Must make
room.

BARKER'S REAL GIANT PANSIES.

Enormous blossoms, either White, Yellow, Purple,
Blue or Mixed. Twelve Fine plants for show at
once,

Rev. OweN Davies, Mold, writes (March 1, 1911):
“ Flowers just to hand, They are exeellent, and I
shnllelouk forward with keen interest to their
growth.

BARKER'S SHOWY VIOLAS N
For hedding now. Either Yellow, White, Purple,
Blue or Mixed. 9 grapd Plants, 64d.

Mns, BurcHeR, Blackheath, writes (March 1, 1911) ;
“Very pleased with plants. They came I.mnutmuly
packed, and look well now plant

BARKER'S DAHLIA TUBERS

Lovely doubles and eingles. A finc lot, 9 for 61d.

E. Morris, Esq., Enlmg, writes (Mnrch 15, 1911) :
* The eplendid plants just arrived, quite fresh and
beautifully packed.”

BARKER’'S LOVELY XMAS ROSES.
sznt now. Fine clumps, 61d. each, or extra large

H. Gnaxt, Wolferlow Viearage, wntee
(M'u-oh Xa) “We always find your. plants good
and_true
BARKEH'S BEAUTIFUL LARGE FLOWERING
HYBRID CLEMATIS.

Colours. blue, mnuvc or white. Fine plants, 1s. 3d.
each. These are not the tiny flowering eeedling
rubhish offered by some, hut strong %rafted plants.

8. Hoox, Esq., Clevedon, writes (March 15, 19i1) :
© Trees arrived safely ; quite satisfactory.’
BARKER'S SHOW REGAL PELARGONIUMS.

Absolutely the finest varicties in oultivation; words

they are gmnd Fine
plnuta for eflect, 8d. each, 3 for le. 9d.
E. HupsoN, Esq, Forest Gate, writes (March 17,
1911) : " Roses and plants to hand in splendid con-
dition. I would certainly mcnmmcnd intending pur-
chasers to give you a trial.

BARKER’S NEW LONDCN PARK GIANT

POLYANTHUS PRIMROSES.

Lovely trussce of giant flowers, 6 fin¢ plants 6}d.
Also ngmhe, the hrilliant Chinese lantern plant;
very tiseful for decorations; 4 for .

Mrs. A. NewsLs, Eeling, writes (March 16, 1911) :
““ Very pleased with plante, which nrrned Yyester-
day. Sending another order on aturday.”

BARKER’'S MUSK.—6 powerfully scented, 6§d.

BARKER'S NICOTIANA (Sweet - scented
Tuhlom)) —6 for 6id.

ER'S BHILLIANT SALVIAS.—6 for 6}d.

BAHKEH'S GOLDEN HOPS.—Ideal climbers,
2 for 64c
BARI’(ER'S HONEYSUCKLES.—Fine plants, 3

1

for. 61d.

BARKER’S GIANT SALMON GERANIUMS.—
2 for 6. d

BAR ! R’S HARDY GARDEN

GRAND
FERNS.—]" for 2. 3d.

CAMBRIDGE.

THE SUMMER SEASON IS COMING.

This

is the time to advertise Hotels,

Hydros, Boarding Houses and Apartments.

Many people are now thinking of their summer holidays, and some

are making arrangements.

ac]v_ertisement.

Special terms are given for this class of

A small advertisement is not lost because it is

classified. Advertisers when once they use this paper return to it

again each season.

The Advertisement Manager,

It will pay you.

4, Ludgate C_ircué, London,

« Write for terms.

E.C.
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